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890, Lord Duterin open 0” Garp 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received July 6.) 
(No, 839.) 
rusia by Bishop Tote My Lord, Paris, July 5, 1860, 


peep TRECEIVED this morning « note from M. ‘Thouvenel, requesting to see 


‘W Dees fara : me as soon as possible, as the mail from Syria had brought him very aflicting 
intelligence. 

‘On waiting on hix Excellency, he read me various reports which had 

reached him from Damascus and Teyrout, varying in date from the 16th to 

tho 21st ultimo, giving accounts of the massacres and horrors which the Christian 








population of the Lebanon, and more ularly the inhabitants of Rasheya 
and Zablé, had undergone at the hands of the Druscs and Bedouin Arabs, 
undor tho eyos of the Turkish Authorities, without any protection from, if not 
with the connivance of, the latter, 

Ax the Consuls of the Five Powers at Beyrout seem to have actod in 
complete accord, your Lordship will no doubt have received information diteet 
from thence, ‘The reports which have reached the French Government appoar 
to be founded on information given by fugitive Christians alone. Tt is to. be 
hoped, therofore, that there may be some exaggeration in thom, Sull, if but 
a tenth part be true, enough his occurred to excite universal reprobation, while 
the inability of the ‘Turkish Authorities to maintain order and tranquility ix 
clearly shown in the Minutes of the proceedings of the Consular Body at 
Beyrout, 

M. Thouvenel wax much moved whilo reading these reports to me, He said 
that it would be impossible to leavo matters in this state in Syria; that when 
the horrible treatment to which the Christian. populations had been exposed 
came to be known, there would be but one ery of indignation in Fratee, 
Neither sex nor age had been spared; prieata, women, and children, bad been 
indiscriminately slain; the convents had been plundered, and the Sovereign 
Authority being impotent, or unwilling to act, there wax’ no saying what the 

figence might bring. 'The arrangement of 1845 ought not to be 
considered a dead-lotte neo of Europe. It might 
be impossiblo for either Fi to send troops to restore onder; 
bat no doubt their ships-of-war would be able to protect their Consular Officers, 
and such of their subjects as resided on the const; but this would not be 
sufficient. Might not a Commission from the Five Powets be went into the 
distorted district; and if it was found that the Porte was unable to furnish 
the force neces Dt not the Sultan be invited to. aak for 
troops from the Viceroy of Exypt 

Tesnid that I felt sure that Her Majesty's Government would deplore, ax 
much as coulil the Imperial Government, the horrible exocwes and atrocities 
which had been committed, and would be most ready to join with the Insperial 
Government in taking measures {o insure an cilicient protection of the Christian 
imhabitants of the Lebanon, and a better administration of the Government 0 
Syria, But I must add, not however with a wish of palliating the conduct 
either of the Turkish Authorities or of the Druses, that it was Sir H. Bulwer's 

(78) B 
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inion that the Intter had received considerable provocation from the 
laronites. With respect to the measures to be taken, I could not, I said, 
Yenture to give an opinion, further than to remark, that doubted whether Her 
Majesty's Government would approve the notion ‘of asking assistance of the 
Viceroy of Egypt. It was to be hoped, I added, that the reinforcements which 
it was known bad been sent from Constantinople, would be found sufficient to 
restore order and tranquillity, and it was to be presumed, that if any beneGt 
could be hoped from the presence of a Commission named by the Five Powers, 
the Representatives at Constantinople would already have taken the step of 
oF ‘Therese replied tat be bad 
houvenel replied, that. he had inquired, hy telegraph, of the Marquis 
de Layalette, pha intelligence of these o ae Yad reachel CG matantie 
nople, and, if so, what measures had beon taken by the Five Powers? His 
Excellency’ admitted that there wore grave objections to employing the troops 
of the Viceroy of Egypt in Syria, Still, he said, that it was to be appre- 
hended that, in the prosent penury of the Turkish’ Treasury, the Porte would 
be unable to send such reinforcements as would be necessary the considered 
those already sont would prove insuficient) ; and then what other course, he 
asked, would be open? ‘ 
Trappears, from the French reports, that a further consequence of these 
Atcocities will be a searcity, from the destruction of non-eultivation of the erops, 
‘The fugitives who have escaped the massacres are in a xtate of the grontest 
destitution, and are supported by rations and money given by the French 
Consular Agents, 
M, ‘Thouvonel will send to London copies of the reporta which be has 


received. 
T have, Se. 
Gigned) "” COWLRY. 
No, 2 
Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 
(No. 6694.) : 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 6, 1800. 
LHAVE to inform your Excellency that Her Majonty’s Government will 
ros on the Porte the neceaty of using the utmost efforts to repress the 
disturbances in Syring but we shall advise the Sultan not to eall for amsistance 
from the Viceroy of Egypt, who ix aiming at independence, 
A Beitish squadrou will be sent to the coast of Syrin, and, if necossary, 
marines will be Innded. ee 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL, 





No, 3. 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received July 10.) 
(No, 852.) 
Paris, July 9, 1860, 
WITH referenco to the telegram, repeated in your Lordship’ despatch 
No, 672 of the Oth instant, stating that Her Majesty's Government could not 
advise the Porte to ask the assistance of the Viceroy of Egypt to restore onler 
Syria, but that Her Majesty's Government would direct w squadron to be 
sent (o ‘the const of Syria, and marines to be landed, if necessary, I have the 
honour to state tliat M. ‘Thouvenel secins satisfied at the decision taken by the 
Porte to send Fuad Pasha, with extraordinary powers, fo that country, 
‘The French Government have also directed two men-of-war to proceed to 
the const of Syria. 
‘The instractions to the Officers commanding enjoin them to endeavour to 
tet in concert with the men-of-war of any other nation which they may meet. 
have, &c. 
(Signed COWLEY. 





No. 4. “ 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No, 905.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1860. 

L HAVE to acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Goverment 
entirely spprove the course which you have followed with regard to the 
disastrous state of things in Syria. 

‘The fret and most important object sto put an end to bloodshed and the 
destruction of property, and to restore tranquillity and order in that province ; 
and you will, in concert with the Representatives at Constantinople of the 
other Great Powers, continue to press the Porte to mako every exertion and 
take erery measure to put an end to the present deplorable state of air 
there. 

Her Majesty's G i iroctod tho Vie 
commanding Her Majesty's Naval Forces in the Mediterrancan to proces 
with to the coast of Syria, and have ordered him to aot with Her Majest; 
Consuls in affording protection to the lives and property of Christians; and in 
execution of this duty to land the marines from the ships under his command, 
if such a measure should bo necessary. 

Her Majesty's Government understand that the French Government has 
‘also sent ships of war to the Syrian const with n similar object. 

T have farther to inform your Exeellency, that Her Majesty's Government 
are in co unication with the other Powers of Europe on the subject of the 
outbreak in Syria, 

‘You will communicate to the Porte so much of this dexpateh as will be 
suflicient to evince the importance which Her Majesty's Government attach to 
the preservation of life on the coast of Syria, and their intention to co-operate 
with other Powers, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) |. RUSSELL, 





No. 5. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Erskine. 
(No. 17.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 12, 1960, 

I RECEIVED your tclegem of yesterday, informing mo that Prince 
Gortchakot had expressed great satisfaction at the communication which you 
wero instracted by my telegram of the 10th instant to make to his Exeelleney 
in regard to tho disturbances in Syrin, 

In reply to. Prince ry as to what measures are conten 
ted by Her Majesty's Government, 1 have to instruct you (o state to bi 
Excellency, that for the present Hor Majesty's Goyerument propose to assist 
tho Turkish Government in protecting British subjects and Christians residing 

‘on the coast from massacre. 

By this moans we trust that Fund Pasha may be relieved from the necessity 
of opposing the Drases on the coast, and may be enabled at once to ond 
succour (o Damaseus, where the lives of all Christians, and amongst thom of 


Her Majenty's Consul and other British subjects, are in imminent danger. 
Measures for the general and permanent’ pacification of Syria must be 
settled at Constantinople by the Representatives of the Great Powers, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


ee 
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No. 6. 


M. Thouvenel to Count Persigny.—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by Count 
Pervigny, July V7, 1860.) 


M. le Comte, Paris, le 16 Juillet, 1860. 
LES événements qui viennent de se passer dans le Liban ont, comme nous 
dovions nous y attendee, profondément ému Vopinion et tous les Cabinets ont 
compris qu’ils lour eréalent des devoirs. Tous se sont empresés de fournir & 
Tours Agents sur les Hieux les moxens en leur pouvoir pour protézer les popal 
tions Chirétiennes, et il est & esparer que ces moyens, combinés avec 'envoi des 
troupe Ottomanes mises A Ia disposition de Fund Pacha, suffiront pour arréter 
au moins Voffaxion du sang. Mais, apres de parcilles actnes et une semblable 
perturbation dans tos ls rapport i! no aut pas pour sista aux principes 
Jo justice et dordre et pour rétablir un état do choses durable, de comprimer 
Vinsurreetion et d'obliger les Druses A déposer les nrmes. La vituation exige 
des mesures propren, dla fol, & réparer d’elfroyables ealamités et & en prévenir 
Ie retour, 

Dans cotte seconde partle de In tiche, les Puissances, M. le Comte, 
mo paraiwent avoir un rate tracé Wavance par les antéeédents de la question, 
Les contestations entre lex Maronitex ot lea Druises, blen qu’elles n’aient point 
encore peutrétre préwnté un tel caractare dacharnemont et pris des proportions 
aussi fleas, ont déjh hiverses épeques, ceupé les Cabinets; et Parrange> 
ment de 1845, destiné & réglor lo regime administratif dans lo Liban, est le 
réauliat d'un accord conclu entre eux et 1a Porte. Cet arrangements trouve 
ayjourd’hui méconnu par lex Druses; et les Pulssences quien avaient arrété 
Jes conditions ot les tormes avec le Gouvernement Ottoman sont, par cola radme, 
haturellement appelées & examiner de coriecrt avee Tui, tes causes auxqueltes tt 
convent den atelbmer a woltion nin que lx dispositions qu'il peut y avait 
Tiow ay substituer, LaPorte n'a jamais fait dilficulté d'admettre les bons 
utfices de In diplomatic dans les confite qui ont saecessivement éclaté entre les 
populations du Liban, ot Vaccord que nous jugeons indispensable ne consti- 
tnerajt nollement une innovation on une acte d'intervention dont on anrait & 
rodouter l'effet pour Ja considération ow Hndépendance dela "Turquie. [ecralt 
contorme aux précédenty et Von n'y pourrait voir qu’une conséquence logique 
dune ate antérieure & laquelle Ia Porte elleméme a prété les mains et 
quelle doit désirer de maiutenir parcoqu'elle y trouver un moyen de donner 
A do nouveaux arrangements (oute l'autorité nécewmire. 

Pour se former une idén exacte des fits aecomplis ot dex nécewités do la 
situation, In vie A suivre we xemble indiquéo par In nature des chowes. Les 
Puissancea ne seraient pos wnffisamment éclairdes mur lex difficultés et les beaoins 
dont i fant tenir compte, «i Hon ne procédalt par voie d'examen sur les lieux 
et donquite collective, Le Gouvernoment de PEmpercur jugerait done utile 
Vinetitution dan mmission formée de Délégués des Pulsances ot de la Porte. 
Cotte Commission serait envoydo dani lo Liban pour rechercher los clrconstances 
qui ont provoqué les derniers conflits, détermincr ta. part de responsabilité des 
Ghets de Tinsbereetion et des agents de Tadministration locale, aieai. que lex 


réparatons den avs vilines, et enfia, étudler pour les soumeire & Cappo 


pation de leurs Gouyernements ot de Ia Porte los dispositions qui pourraiont 
dire adoptses cn. vne de conjnrer do noaveaux malhours, 

Si, commie Paccord qui west établi spontanément dans les appréclations de 
toutes lor Cours a nouvelle des massacres div Liban me donne lien de Vespérer, 
elles approuvalent éetto idéo, ollew auraient onteo lex mains tous low éléments 
néccssairos pour concertor avec Ja Porto un arrangement qui, résuliant d'un 
examen approfondi et réunisant une adhésion unanime, offrirait toutes lex 
chances posslbles de dirt 

Cest-done aver coniiancs, M, lo Comto, que jo vous invite faire. part 
de cette proposition an Principal Scorétaire d’Etnt de Sa Majesté Beitanniquo 
jiadresse la méie communication aux Cours de St. Pétersbourg, de Vienne, et 
do Berlin, De tons temps In sollicitade de la rance s'est exeroée dans lo 
Liban, C'est une tradition que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ne saurait 
répudier. Elle nous imposait le devoir d’accemplir cette démarche anprés des 
Palasnces. ‘Toutofoia, en prenant Hnitiative dass les circonscances presents, 
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nous ne sommes dirigés par aucune vue particulidre, ni par le désir précongn 
de poursuivre en favenr de Vane des deux populations entre leequolles le confit, 
stest dlevé ancun avantage exclnsif. Nons ne nous proposons dautre objet que 
de conconrir avec les Puissances, et an méme titre, dans Vintéret de In paix de 
YOrient, a rétablir le calme et’Vordre sur un point of ils ne peuvent étro 
tronbiés sans In mettre sérieusement en danger. 

Vons voudirez. bien donner lecture de cette dépéche A Lord John Russell 
et lui en remertre copie. 

Agrécz, &e. 
(Signé) THOUVENEL, 





Lord J. Russell to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Poreign Office, July \7, 1800. 

THE. French Government aro desirous of proposing to tho Turkish 
Government that a Commission of Delegate from the Porte and from the 
Great Powers should be sent to the Lebanon, for the purpose of investigating 
the circumstances attending the recent. acts of violence which have been com 
mitted in that district. 

‘This Commission would have for its object to determine the responsibility 
of all persous ned in those proceedings; to consider what componsation 
or prinishment may be dnc, and finally to submit to tho Sultan their opinion 
upon tho measures best calculated fo prevent further calamities, 

Her Majesty's Government agres to this propo T have accordingly 
to instruct you to give it your apport, x 

Tam, &e, 
(Bigned) J. RUSSELL, 


No. 8 
Mr, Braking to Lord J. Russell, (Received July 18.) 


My Lord, St, Petersburgh, July 11, 1860. 

1 HAD the honour late last night to receive your Lordship's telogram, 
directing mo to apprize the Russian Government that a British squadron was 
about to visit the coast of Syria, in consequence of the recent massacre of 
Christians in that provinee. 

‘This morning 1 went down to Poterhoff, where Prince Gortehakoit ix now 
in attendance on tho Emporor, and informed hie Excollency that Her 
Majesty's Government wore ready to concert nicasures with the Government 
of Russin for the protection of their romective subjects and the Chriatian 

opulation in those parts He could scarcely conceal the telumph with which 
he recived this communication, and told me that he was aure the whole world 
would sooner or Tater admit that ho had not at all overstated the grievances 
‘undor which the Christian subjects of the Porte were now suffering. 

‘As I did not see any advantage in provoking a discussion on thie point, 1 
refrained from reminding his Excellency that the atrocities which had called 
forth the animadversion of Her Majesty's Government had nothing in common 
with the alleged state of normal misrule in Bulgaria, Bonnin, &c., which tind 
led to the mission of the Grand Vizier ; and contented myself with observing 
that the sume frankness, and the same determfuation to. protect the Christians 
in Turkey which had induced Her Majesty's Government to reprobate these 
atrocities, and to send a squadron to Syria, ought to satisfy his Excellency 
that Great Britain would be equally firm in compelling Turkey to do justice 
to her Christian subjects, in case it should be proved beyond the possibility of 
Aoubt that they were really exposed to the ill-treatment to which he had called 
the attention of Europe. 

Prince Gortchakolf eventually promised to tako the Emperor's orders upon 
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Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell —(Reevived July 18.) 
(No, 016. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 7, 1800, 

YOUR Lordship will probably bave received, before this despatch reaches 
you, communication of a despatch addressed yesterday by ‘st. Mhoavene) to 
M. de Persigny, on tho subject of the present state of affairs in the Lebanon. A 
similar despatch has been transmitted to the Courts of the other Great Powers, 
‘Tho object of it is to propose that a Mixed Commission should be sent into the 
Taebanon, withthe object of restoring tranquility, Saqalring into the origin of 
tho late excesses, and punishing the authors of it. 

When M, ‘Thouvenel's despatch was written, the disutrous news from 
Damascus, which 10 reached this Government, and which T had the 
Honour 10 transmit fo your Lordbip this morning, by telegraph, had not 
arrived. 

Taw M. 'Thouyonel this afternoon. He had just returned from 8t, Cloud, 
whore he had boon in consequence of the fresh intelligence to which T have 
adverted. He avid that he had had a long conversation with the Emperor on 


this subject, and that both felt that the state of affairs in Syria required more 


active intervention on the part of Europe. Public opinion would not brook 
the continued supineness of Europe in presence of such disasters, It was clear 
that the Porte had no authority left, and that the whole country was in a state 
of anarchy. 

Tasked M.'Thouvencl whether he had any particular plan to propose. He 
ropliod that he would propose nothing, becnure he felt that, in the present 
Nate of ales In Karope, any proposition coming from France would be 
Simpocted., He felt further, that there was no plan which could he proposed 
which would wot be fairly open to some objection or other. He intimated, 
however, the opinion that forvign-troopa might be sent and disembarked at 
dierent points along the coast of the diatared Witicts. Tt woud uot, be 
Gifficull for England, Austria, and France, to send detachments for that 

warps 

purperomarked that we ought well to.welgh the consequencen of such a 
proceoding; that the precedent of disembarking British, Anstrian, and French 
troops, in order to restore order in Syria, might be quoted by Russia 
whenever the latter might think it expedient to send troops into the 
Buropean Provinces of Turkey, 

KL. Thouvenel repeated that no proposal which could be made could be 
froe from all objection He meant, of course, that the consent of the Powers 
Abould bo asked before any occupation of Turkish. soil should take place. He 
fonaidered that the very fuct of disembarking a few troops would strike terror 
fnto the aggressors, anil restore confidence Co the Christian populations. If 
some course of this kind was not adopted, it was his deliberate conviction that, 
before long, the Turkish Empire would collapse. : 

‘Although what I have stated passed in the light of conversation only, I 
could see that M. Thouvenel was anxious that 1 should st these details to 
Your Lordship, in order to ascertain your opinion and that of Her Majesty's 
Government on his suggestion. 

He said further, that it seemed to him the time was come when the 
aithirs of Turkey must become the object of a Conference, not that he would 


propose one, for the same reason which he had already stated. Any such 
proposal, coming from him, would be viewed with suspicion; and he was much 
Afraid that such would be its fate were it made by any other Great Power, 
except Prussia, 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


Ee 


No. 10. 


Mr. Erskine to Lord J. Russell. —(Received July 20.) 
(No. 39.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, July 14, 1800, 
ON’ my commanicating to Prince Gortchakoff the substance of your 
Loriship’s telegram of the 1th instant, stating that for the present Her 
Majesty's Government merely contemplated protecting British subjects and the 
Christians on the coast of Syria, and that mote permanent measures of pacitica 
tion must be concerted at Constantinople, his Excellency desired me to noquaint 
‘that he would. willingly send instructions in this sense to the 
Russian Envoy in Turkey, ‘The officer in command of the only Russian vessel 
of war on the coast of Syria would, he added, be prepared to co-operate, if 
necessary, with the British naval force, without any’ fresh orders trom hence, 
but he alco should be directed to consult with the officor in command of Hor 
Majesty's squadron as to the best mode of affording protection to the European 
residents and Christians, 
Prince Gortchakot, however, again urged mo to give him some more 
definite notion as to the charncter of the “further and permanent measures " 
Her Majesty's Government had in view. I replied, that it was probably 
hicult for your Lordship aa it would be for hin Excelleney to determine at 
t remedy would bo most applicable to a state of things which 
«i with which you could he but imperfectly aequainted, 
jous that what Her Majesty's Government proposed 
‘the Great Powers at Constantinople should 
would, if 


ote ola, xtlllonay’ an expree- 
the 19th ultimo to Lo:d Cowley, 
Ne part 


ment in some shape 
impressed with the 
ciently alive to the real state of the Tur 
arising from the disswnsions of the rival x 

Thave accordingly ventured to ask your Lordship euthority, by ‘telograph, 
to give Prince Gortchakotf a copy of t despatch ma ion, Te would be 
merely an act of courtesy, as he is most probably already in possession of the 
Tewsentertained by Her Majesty's Government through the French Ambas- 
sador at this Court. Gee 


(Signed) M. ERSKINE, 
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No, 11. 


M. Thouenel to Count Peraigny—(Cammunicated to Lord J. Rusvelt by Count 
Persigny, July 20.) 


M. le Comte, Paris, le 17 Juillet, 1860, 

TAMBASSADEUR de 'Empereur A Constantinople mia adressé au 
qunt des Erénements de Damas, la dépéche télégraphique ci-jointe qui com 
firme celle dont M. le Ministre de In Marine m'avait fait cotnaltre la. aul 
Stance. Ainsl se sont réalisées pour cotte ville les eraintes dont je vous 
Entrotenais ily n dgji quelques jours. Cette guerre impitoyable aux 
id des proportions dont il dovient difficile de Vétenda, et 
w répondraient point aux justes exigences de opinion publique 
wit wlontaient, aulant qu'il dépend’ deux, toutes len mesures propreg 
arrétcr les progrés do ces eetnea do carnage.” La. Porte semble avoie ellen 
fieme un juste sentiment de cvtte situation, J'en trouve In frrouve dans une 
lotto que le Sultan adres A Sa Majeuté Impériale, vt que cw Sourerain 
uit communiquer & M, le Ministre. De Lavalette pour étre tranamise, parle 
jeigetahe. Je joins dealement fetta cople de co mewage, ct vous Verree que 
Ho Sultan a dd derive dans des tories analogues & Sa Majeaté Britnonique 

Hofois Il n'est pas moinw nécemsalee dasir avee autant de promptitude 
alo, et comme it ya malheureusement lien de craindee que lee 
iction de Iu Porte ne répondont paw a soe intentions, je doute au 

hire sux nécessitdr d'une situation wl geave 
@aient pour lul venir en aide. 

Tyordre donné aux Commandants des excadres de inet 
‘4 Ia disposition des Consuls ne peut pax pormetire date 
dans son foyer, sin gin du Liban, wi ayrtont dans lex villesd 
dé) envables on qu'elle ny 
siclon los clreonstancos seralt mesure d 

il pourrait exercor une hem 
n dit concours éventnel quit 
Pantorité morale 
mang 
eux 

Cette combina illours, no pourrait reeevoir som exécation quo de 
Concort aves ta Porte, et i-seeait ‘on ontro ewsenthel qu'elle: fit le résuluct dan 
accoril évident des Cinq Cours. intervention serait ainsi collective dare son 
principe, ot es troupes Europenmes, cnvoyies dans dex vive communes oe 
feraient, on quelque sorte, que remplir une dildgation dew Pulssanecs, 

Si le Gonvomement do Sa Majcaté Britannique entrait dans cette ordre 
Aides, I serait gms doute porsible de concerter, sans rotard, une entonte sree 
Too antves Cal ct la Porte, ct daviver wnx movers lee plus. prompts 
obtenir lew ratisfhetions drow a Phumanité et de concoutie an Htablleomece 
dle In paix on Byrie, 

Civ aéwultit, M. te Comte, serait: important, non pas seulement pour ta 
Fanmclance publique et pour tex Chrétien, sais ans pour lu Porte, qu dane 
état de erie oi so tronvent son administration et sea finances no suprtorteran 
pas longtemps sans péeil Péprenve dune insurrection aus Atenas. feet 

i considération qui n'échappera pas A la prévoyance ihe 
Gainer Anglia. Quant & nous, nows’pensous qu'une combinaison dele nature 
ae colle sur laquelle jo viens do vons exprimner notre maniire de vole, pout biee 
adoptée avee avantage. Je ne men dissiomle as les inconvtnients, maix 
Nabstontion en anrait axsurément de boaucoup plus grindn on présence tee 
complications que menacent de surgir. 

‘Je vous prio de faire part & Lord John Russell de Vopinion du Gouverne: 
iment do Si Majosté ct den contérer avec tui. Kin raison. de Purgeno, spl 
Nest que trop attestée, par les événementy, je vous serai obligé de me fal 
savoir le plus tOt possible ce que le Cabinet Anglais pense i ce sujet ot quelles 
sont ses intentions, 

Agriez, &e. 
(Signé) THOUVENEL, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 


‘The Marquis de Lavalette to M, Thouvencl. 


(Telégraphique.) Péra, te 1% Juillet, 1880. 
IL, résulte d'une dépéche \élégraphique transmise A Beyrouth a Ta date du 

41 Silt, parle Comynandant La Roncidre a Commandant de Ajaccio, que 

le massacre des Chrétiens a commencé & Damas le 9 de ce mois; qu'un gran 

Hombre dhorunes ont été buds et que les femmes sont emmonées 

log Consulats sont brilés sauf colui d’Angletorre ; les Conmuls « 

Rassic, ot de Groce, sant réfagiés chea Abd-el-Kader, 

" Vattitndo des autorités Tarques a été nulle. 


France, de 


Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 
‘The Marquis de Lavalette to M. Thowvenel. 


(Télégraphique.) oa Sie . Ww bride 
HAL thonnewr Wenvoyor A votre Excellence ta traduction duno tere 
autographe que te Sultan ceric AV Emporeur et qu'il wo prio do. tranamettre h 
Ue Bhaoes fas fo (dgrapvas Yeavole Vorisiel par la cdourie 
* Palais de Dolma-Dadjé, te 16 Juillet. 

Je tiens & co que votre Majesté sache bien aves quelle douleur j'ai npprin 
les évdneroets do Syrie, Quelle wit conyainene que jfemploieral toutes mos 
foroos pour y rétablir Vordro ot Ia sécurité, punie »vérement les coupables, 
gquels qu'il aint, ct rendre justice tous, “Four qu'il no pais y avoir acu 
qoute Sur lea Tatestiong de mon Gonvernoment, e'ct A mon Ministre des Afflres 
Etrangéres, dont les prineipes sont connus do votre Majesté, que jal youl 
confier cette importante tisaion.” ee 

eo Sultan écrit égaloment A la Reine dAnglotorre, Sir H. Bulwor 
2 te penn. de Teavol Grane corvette. Envoyes-vona coll’ qu0'f 
> 


demand 


No. 19, * 
Bark Cowley to Lond J. Russell. (Receive July 20.) 
(No, 024) 


Paris, July 19, 1800, 
My Loni, 

VE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, extracted from 
fe ae aa ane hao, hgett ers otic Tins addressed by 
poe to the Emperor of the French, on the subject of the late events 
ence T haye, Xe. 

(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inelosure in No, 12. 


‘The Sultan to the Emperor of the French, July 16, 1800. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 11.) 


D 
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No. 13. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—Received July 20.) 

(No. 925) 
My Lord, Paris, July 19, 1960. 

A DESPATCH, dated the ‘2nd instant, from the French Consul at 
Damascus, if it is to be relied upon, shows that the attack upon that town, 
which took place some days later, was connived at by Ahmet Pasha, the 
‘Purkisli Governor, and that it was then known that the intention of that func 
tionary was to profit by the opportunity to destroy every Christian in the 
place, by n general bombardment of the town from the citadel; he having 
Sworn revenge against all Christians, for the death of his father at their hands, 
some thirty years ago, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


Xs 
No. lt. 


Earl Corley to Lord J. Russell. (Received July 20,) 
(No. 926.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 19, 1860, 
YOUR Lordship will, no doubt, have, reecived from Her Majest 
Consular Officers in Syria detailed accounts of the horrible events which hive 
be ing there. M. ‘Thouvenel read (0 me this afternoon the reports 
jist reached him, and which recount a series of events, the atrocity 
h is only to be equalled by the perfidy and treachery which marked 
the proceedings of the perpetrators, : 
‘The connivance of tho Turkish Authorities and soldiers in the massacres of 
the Christians ean hardly be doubted, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russeth—(Received July 
(No, 927.) 
My Lord, 


ding 

RY, according to the terms of 

ud the Allied Powors ; that 

Her Majesty ish troops, but would have s 
trong force of Marines on tho const, 

T found that M. Thouvenel was already. through M. de Porsigny, in 
= ion of tho opinions of Her Majesty's ment, bat that they had 

con given more strongly than in your Lordship’s telegram to me. M. de 

igny represents your Lordship: to have approved the notion ‘ot sending 

rench troops to Syrla, and to have said that they might be sont while the 
Convention was negotiating. 

On the receipt last evening of M. de Persigny’s telegram, announcing 
this, M. Thouvenel addressed a telegram sisoultaneonsly to tho Governments of 
Austria, Prussia, Russia, and the Porte, mentioning the communications which 
had passed between Paris and London, and asking the asent of those Govern- 

is to the conclusion of a Convention by their respective Representatives. at 
Constantinople. 

If the answer returned shall prove favourable, that is, iff the different 
Governments aceapt the prinefple contained in the French proposals, a corps 
of French troops will be immediately embarked and directed on Syria. 

M. Thouvenel has prepared ‘a draft of Convention, which will be 
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transmitted to-night to M. de Persigny for your Lordship’s information. The 
preamble declares the intention of the Sulian to put an end to the disorders 
which reign in Syria, and the readiness of the Great Powers to co-operate with 
hhim for that purpose, and the Articles provide for the sending of a European 
force, which M. Thouvenel conceives should consist of 10,000 men, the whole 
of which France will furnish, if necessary ; for an understanding between the 
commander of that force and the commander of the Turkish forces in Syria ; 
for the co-operation of the other Powers of Gs by sea; and leaves itto a 
further understanding between the Porte and the Powers to establish the exact 
objects of the expedition, and the poriod when it shall be withdrawn, A final 
Article saddles the Porte with the expenses of the expedition, but in the present 
stato of the Turkish finances M. Thouvenel was uncertain’ whether or no he 
would have it inserted, 

Icis, however, to be apprehended that the Porte may object to foreign 
troops being landed in Syria, in which ease M. "Phouvenel says that the Powers 
will have to take counsel as to the course they shall pursne, At all events, it 

be the intention of the French Government to order the departure of 
troops, if the Great Powers consent to the principle of the proposed expedition, 
even should the Porte object, leaving the resistance of the Porte tobe over: 
come by their Representatives at Constantinople, it being clear that if the 
Powers aro. agreed to prow the Porto in the tantter, i wil soon yleld to that 
Proeure: 

Thaye, &e. 
Signed)" COWLEY. 


No. 16. 


Lord J: Russell to Earl Cowley. 

Wo. 714.) 
My Lord, Foreign Offic, July 21, 1860, 

TER Majesty's Goveroment have learnt by a tologram from Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantiuople, that peace was concluded on the 
roth instant, between the Maronites and ca 

If this information be correct, Her Majesty's Government are of opinion 
that the expedition of troops to Syria, as contemplated by the French Govern- 
ment, will bo annecowary nnd tnt; therefore, if the project bs Sot enttely 


abandoned, it should at least be deferred. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No.17. 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received July 21.) 
(Wo. 931.) 
My Loni, Paris; July 20, 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship, extracted from 
the “ Moniteur "of this day, an article stating that the Itmperial Govornment 
hhas placed fiself in communication with the other Cabinets of Europe, with 
regard to tho ures to be undertaken in concert with thom, in reference to 
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He I have, &e. 
Signed)" COWLEY. 
Inclosure in No, 17, 
Extract from the “ Moniteur™ of July 20, 1860. 


EN présence des déplorables événements dont Ia Syrie est Je théitre et 
4qui cansent, Asi juste titfe, en Europe, 'émotion la plas profonde, le Gouverne- 











mont do 'Empereur a ru devoir faire connaitre sans retard ses impressions 
aux autres Cabinets ct la Porte, ot provoquer 'adoption en commun des mesures 
exigées par les circonstances. 


No. 15, 


Lard A, Loftus to Lord J. Russell.—{Received July %,) 
(No. 108.) 
My Lord, Vienna, July 19, 1860, 

ON waiting on Count Rtechborg on Monday last, his Excollency informed 
re that ho had Just reeeived the sad intellirence of setiogs disturbuaces haying 
ogourred at Dainaseus, and that a dreadful massaere of the Christians in, that 
city ad taken place, “His Execlloncy was not then informed whether those 
scesses had been committod by (he Druses oF by the Mahominedlan popola- 
tion, or by bot 

Tho report he had eecvived, however, stated thet the Atuerican Cops 
been wounded, and that the Puteh Coosa! bad ben killed inca 

Ills Excellency expressed his indignant horror at this barbarous oateage, 

ausious desiro to co-operate in oy measures to arrest eruelticy 16 
to the foolingy of humanity 

His Exeelloney informed me that the Emporor had decided to senda 
ftignlo (0 tho coust of Syria for the protection of Austrian subjects and of the 
Christian population ; and that orders had been given to the Commander to 
procvod thither without delay. 

His Excellency further stated, that the Austrian Commander was 
inatructed to concert with the Commander of Her Majesty's naval forces, and 
to act in complete unison with him. 

His Bixee! eee expromed a desire to be informed of the instructions given 
by Hor Majesty's Governmont to the Admiral in command of Her Majesty's 
‘quailron, In Order that similar instructions may bo addressed to the 
monuler of the Austrian frigate, 


+ pt, bow  inaloso to your Lordship herowith a translation by Mr. Dillon 
of tho announcement in the “Donan Zeitung” (the organ of the Tixperial 
Government), potifying the intended departure of the Austeian. frigate for the 
coast of Syria, and the object for which it was sent, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


—— 
Inclosure in No, 18. 


Extract from the “ Dynau Zeitung.” 


(Translation. 

HIS Majesty's screw-frigate “Rtadetzky,” Captain Togethof, Cowm 

received onlots to sail immediately for tho const of Sorin. ta open ia 
conjunction with the ships of the Maritime Powers, for tho protection of the 
Christian popnlation, and in the interent of Austrian subjects. As an unde 
sbunding exiits among the Powers as to the object of the measures, there fe 
reivon & Kop that in spite of the latest most lanientable intelligence fram the 
Levant, the ponoo of Europe will not be threatened from this aid 


No. 19, 
Barl Cowley to Lard Jy Rusepll—(Received July 23.) 
(No. 939.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 22, 1860, 
T COULD only seg Thouvenel for a few minutes this afternoon on the 


wubject of your Lordabip’s telegram dated 6-45 ey, 
Vinformied lis Excellency that intelligence had been received on the 20th 
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instant at Constantinople, of the conclusion of peace between the Druses and 
the Maronites on the 10th instant, and that your Lordship was of opinion, that 
if this news should prove true, the French expedition to Syria should be 
deferred or abandoned, 

M. Thonvenel said that he was not in possession of any intelligenco which 
would confirm the news received by your Lordship. On the contrary, the 
French Government wore in the receipt of advices from Beyrout up to the 12th 
instant, which made no mention of any suspension of hostilities between the 
Druses and Maronites, and yet if this had occurred on the 10th, it ought to have 
been known at Beyrout on the 12th. 

It was possible, however, that peace might have been concluded, but even 
should that be tho case, he could not agree with your Lordship, if it was your 
opinion that peace would render all farther intervention unnecessary, 

Vor in fact," asked his Excellency, “ what was this poace# It would 
turn ont to be nothing more than the submission of the Maronites to the 
Druses, to save themselves from further massicro, But what reparation would 
they have for all the losses inflicted upon them? According to tho accounts 

by the Imperial Government, above 10,000 Christians had perished. 
‘Was nothing to be done to prevent a repetition of such horrors?" 

T said that Her Majesty's Government had consonted to the Commission of 
Inquiry proposed by the French Government, and. would, Iwas stip, com 
operate in making its labours useful, and as the Porte had now a lange Torco 
fn Syria, that would probably be sufficient to preservo tranquillity during the 
proceedings of the Commissie 

M. ‘Thouvencl said that the presence of a ‘Turkish force might impose a 
suspension of homtilities on tho Christians, but that it was his conviction that 
no jnstice would be dono tho latter except under the presence of a foreign 
force, 

At all events he could say nothing on the gabject of your Lordships 
telegram, until he shou! wr acquainted with the terms’on which 
had been concluded, if, indeod, it had been concluded at all. 

T have, &. 
(Bigned) COWLEY. 


SS OS 
No, 20, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Rusxell.—(Received duly 28,) 
(Wo. 940.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 22, 1860. 

WHILE I was with M. Thouvenel this aftornoon, he read mo a telegram 

dated yesterd: which he bad received this morning from the Fronch 
Ainbarsador at Constantinople. 
‘The substance is as follows 
‘That M. de Lavaletto not received M. Thouvenel's despateh, 
a Convention between the Porte and the Great Powers for tho p 
Syria il 4 rar. yesterday; that he had been with All Pasha in the morning: 
to speak to him the eritical position of affairs at Constantinople ; that that 
Ministor had fully admitted the desperate sitnation in which they found 
mselves, bursting into tears and declaring, that unless the Porto could 
immediately find a’ advance of fifty millions of francs, they wero lost; that 
on the receipt of M. Thouvenel's above-mentioned despatch, he (M, Lavalette) 
had returned to Ali Pasha; that that Minister had evinced considerible 
ion on hearing the contents of it; that he had said he could give no 
answer without consulting his colleagues, and taking the Sultan's 
orders; but that it was his convietion that the landing ofa forcign force in 
Syria would be the signal for other catastrophes. 

‘This had been said in the presence of Sir Henry Bulwer, who had received 
structions to support the sending of a Mixed Commission into Syria, but none 
ith regard to foreign intervention. 

M, Lavalette conelndes his despatch by asking, “Comment entend-on 

sauvegarder Constantinople? adding, that the greatest agitation prevailed 
there. 
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M. Lavalette’s despatch, as is often the case with telegrams, is somewhat 
obscure, as to the meaning of All Pasha’s apprehensions of further catastrophes. 
M. Thonvene! considers that the words apply to Constantinople, and | am 
disposed to give them the sume meaning. 

M. Thouvenel observed that he could not admit the reasoning, that 
because a Turkish Minister was apprehensive that if'a foreign force should be 
landed in Syria there would be disturbances at Constantinople, the Great 
Powers were on that account to desist from a measure that had appeared to 
them necessary for the future tranquillity of that country. If such reasoning 
were once to be admitted, it would be put forward on every occasion when an 
abuse was to be corrected in Turkey. 1 remarked that when the French 
Aunbassador concluded his despatch by’the queation which I have quoted above, 
it seemed to me that he partook the apprehensions entertained by Ali Pasha of 
thero being danger of a rising at Constantinople. Now, shocking as I admitted 
tho Into proceedings in Syria had heen, T could not put them in the satme xcale 
With those that might follow fhnatie insurrection at Constantinople, 

Would it not be better, L asked, to delay, or even to abandon, an_armed 
intervention in Syria, if by purming that course still greater calamition at 
Constantinople might ‘be the conamquence. First let the peace of the eapital 
tbo ensured, and it would then be ween how fhr it would be necosry to inter 
foro in tho provinees. M. ‘Thouvenel, however, did not soom inelined to listen 
to this remoning. He argued that it was the peatry of the Porto whieh had 
placed the eapital in danger, ns was cleat from the observations of Ali Pasha 
made before the Convention had been proposed to him. 

With regard to an advance of fifty millions of franes, M. ‘Thouvenel said 
that it would be impowible for the French mit to give the Porte any 
nsaistance. 3 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Recrived July 23,) 
(No, 941,) 
My Lord, Paris, July 22, 1860. 
M. THOUVENEL informs mo that although the Austrian Government doos 
not object to the plan of an armed Ruropean Intereention in Syria, yet that 
thoy are not inclines to furnish troops thoniselves, 4 
1 have, &e. 


(Signed) COWLRY. 





No, 22, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 88.) 
(No. 944.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 22, 1860, 
| HAVE the honor to ineloge herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 
“Monitenr " of this day, an article stating that the propositions wad 
Imperial Government with a view of proventing further 
Syria havo been favorably received by the Great Powers, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosute in No. 22. 
Extract from the “ Moniteur ” of July 22, 1860. 
LES propositions quo le Gouvernement ie I'Empercur a faites dane Ie 


but d'arréter l'effasion du sang en Syric ot de protéger les populations Cra, 
tonnes ont 616 accucillies par les Grandes Puisances. L'Angleterre, pete a 
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coopérer avec ses vaisseanx, reconnait Popportnnité de Tenvoi dun corps de 
troupes dont In France fournirait la totalité ou Ia plus grande part. L'Autriche 
ot Ja Russie émettent In méme opinion. Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres de 
Prusse s'est rendu auprés de Son Altesse Royale le Prince Régent pour prendre 
ses ondres. Une Convention doit étre signée pour déterminer le caractire et 
Vobjet de intervention Européenne. On n’attend plus que Pacquieseement de 
ia Porte, 





No, 23, 


Lord J. Russell to Burl Cowley, 
(No. 720,) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 23, 1880, 

THE accounts which have been received from Syria during the Inat ton 
days have been of tho most frightful character. Besides the numbers killed in 
actual coufliet, 5,600 persons have been the victims of snaseacre, and 20,000, 
including the widows and childrea of the murdered, are wondering in a state of 
famine through the country, 

While these dreadful scenes were going on, the Turks appear (o have boon 
inactive spectators, where they were not accomplices in the work of mamaoro. 

At Doirvel-Kamar, Osman Pasha disarmed the Christian inhabitants 
after cight days of privation, exposed them to bo shot and cut to pieces by their 
ferocious enemies, 

‘The conduct of the Turks, in other places, exposes them to the suspicions 
of favouring the wholesale murders of the Christians, 

Indignant at this want of humanity and of onorgy, Her Majesty's 
Government have received, and accepted, & proposal of the Emperor of tho 
French to send European troops to Syria to prevent further excesses. 

1 inclose a copy of the despatch from M, Thouvenel to tho Count de 
Pender ‘upon this subject, 

io this despateh, I replied verbally to M. do Porsigny, that Her Majesty's 
Government would not object to an expedition of European troops to Syria, to 
be rogulated by a Convention between the Porte and the Five Powers. 

M. festorday put into my hands a project of the proposed 
Convention, of which I likewise inclove a copy. ‘ 

It appears to Her Majesty's Government, that although tho exceptional 
circumstances justify this expedition, yet, if the news of the next ten days or a 

it should justify the hope that the massacres are stopped, and will not 

enowed, the very hazardous attempt of endeavouring to tranquillixe the 

country by foreign troops should not be resorted to, In that case the Fronch 
troops should not embark, oF should at once return, 

It appears also to Her Majesty's Government that a final term should he 
inserted im tho Convention for the evacuation of Syria by foreign troops, Bix 
months might be the period fixed for the occupation, 

If Syrin ix not tranquillized in that time, it will be clear that no period, 
however long, will suffice to reduce it to peace and order. 

Another Article of the Convention requires some remark. In the present 
state of the finances of Turkey, there ix no prospect of the repayment of the 

sof this expedition by the Porto; but nn engagement to this’ effect 
wil leave: the Sulla imdee & very onerous obligaticn and complicate, sil 
further the financial condition of Turkey. Her Majesty's Govermuent are of 
‘opinion that this Article should be omitted. 

T have spoken throughout this despatch of French troops only. Her 
Majesty has determined to send a squadron to the coast of Syria, with a 
power to be vested in the Admiral to land Marines, if necessary; but it is 
not the intention of Her Majesty to employ her land forces in the effort to 
prevent these massacres and restore order. F 

It is not probable that any other of the Great Powers will send troops to 
Syria. 
It must bo added, that the employment of foreign forees in the interior 
of Syria is a measnre which is sanctioned by Her Majesty's Government with 


Ne th 
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great reluctance. It may provoke a fiereer fanaticism among the Mussulmans 
and may possibly retard, instead of hastening, the pacification of Syria. It is 
8 measure which may lead to international difficulties of a grave character. 

Tt is on these accounts desirable that the intervention should only be 
undertaken when the necessity is clearly proved, and that it should cease as 
soon as that necessity shall no longer exist. 

lam, &, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 24. 


Lord J. Russell to Eart Cowley. 
(No. 725. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 28, 1860. 

I HAVE (o call your attention tom Protocol of the 17th of September, 1840, 
contained in tho volume of ** State Papers" of 183040, p. 348, and of which 
Linclose a copy. 

L wish your Excotleney to consider whether a Protocol in the xame sense, 
declaring tliat the Powers seek no separate advantage by their intervention in 
tho aflaire of Turkey might not at the present time tnd to reassure Europe 
‘us to the intentions of the Allied Powers. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL, 


No, 25, 


Kart Cowley to Lord J. Russell—( Received July 24.) 
(No. 946) 
My Lord, Paris, July 28, 1860. 

1 HAD a further conversation with M. Thouvenel this afternoon on. the 
of alfairs in Syria. His Excellency had received dexpatches from 
ersigny, stating the disinclination of Her Majesty's Government to 

agroe any longer (0 tho expedition of a French forco t Syria, and their 
onoral dispprobation of the project of Convention to be signed between the 
Porte and the Great Powers in furtherance of this expedition, the outline of 
which I had the honour to give your Lordship in. my despatch No, 997 of the 
19th instant, wnd which M, de Persigny afterwards comtunicated to your 
Lordahip én extensa. -M. ‘Thouvenel had boon with the Emperve to impart to 
His Majesty the contents of the despatches which he had received from 
London, and he sald that he could not conceal from me that they had given 
Hix. Majesty as they proved too plainly the auspicions which Her 
Majesty's Gos jertained of the dealings of France, 
At is M, Thonvenel's intention to addrow an instruction in answer to 
M. do Persigny, It will Ebeliove, be very much in the language which his Excel- 
loney held to me yesterday, and which Thad the honour to report to your 
Lordship in my despatch No. 939, but his Excellency in the remarks which he 
made to me to-day, wnid that Her Majesty's Government should recollect that 
it was not until the attack had been made on Damascus, that he had proposed an 
armod expedition to Syria, and that even if perce had been made between the 
pusesiand the Maronites, of which he was stil ignorant, there was no certainty 
the snassiore of the Christians had not been consummated at Damascus, 
Aleppo, snd othor places. France, his Excellency con- 
Unued, would be perfectly justified in asking and enforcing reparation for the 
plunder of the French Consul’s house at Damascus, and for the sack of the 
Vatin Convents in the Lebanon, which had been since the time of Bt, Louls under 


the protection of France, but she bad no wish to act single-handed in any 
quenion arising in the East, and had given a proof of it in the course which 
athe had now taken. 

M. Thonyenel said further that he should desire M. de Persigny to 
inquite what steps her Majesty's Government proposed should be adopted. 


ct 


Ho could not conceive it possible that they should advocate a policy of absten- 
tion (* une politique d'abstention”) in face of such grave events. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 26. 


- Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received July 24.) 
(Xo. 947) 
My Lord, Parity July 

THE Sardinian Minister has addressed a note to M. Thouvene!, claiming 
on the part of his Goverment the right to be consulted on tho affairs of Syrin, 
in virtue of the Treaty of Paris, to which Sardinia was n party. 

M, Thouvencl has replied that he has addressed the Great Powors on this 
question in virtue of the arrangement respecting it made in 1845, and not in 
Virtue of the Treaty of 1856, but that he has no objection whatevor to tho 
participation of Sardinia in any discussion that may now arise, provided that 
the other Powers have none, though he considers that her immiscion in this 
matter will only produce delay, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Bigned) — COWLEY. 


No. 27. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.— (Received July 24.) 
(No. 951.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 28, 1860, 

A REPORT having reached me that soveral thomand Minié rifles had 
been distributed by French Agents among the Maronites, I mentioned this to 
M, ‘Thouvenel this afternoon, remarking that when 1 made uso of the 
words * French Agents,” J by no means meant to imply Agents of the Govorn- 
ment, for knew very well that the Ultramontane Catholles ware. In.cduttant 

ion with the Latin Church in the Lebanon, and might have flur- 
nished the arms of which I spoke. 

M. Thouvenel, while denying at once and absolutely that any arms 
had been fitrnished by the Imperial Government to the Maronites, suid, that it 

known that arms had been introduced in large quantities latoly into 
y they were both of French and of British mannfacture, and thai they 
were sol openly in Beyrout, both to Drases and Maronites, 

His E: y added that he had more than once, while at Constantinople, 
spoken to Sir Heary Bulwer on this sign of a renewal of the old warfare 
between these inimical tribex 

‘Talking of the commencement of the lato strife, M. ‘Thouvenel said, 
that it wax very likely that the Maroniter had boen instigated by certain of 
their pricats to commence the fray, by nsserting a sovereignty over the Mixed 
districts, Tt might be so, and he hind no wish that the truth should bo con- 
cealed, and that the authors of these terrible scenes should ot be punished, 
But be this as it might, the indiscriminste slaughter of men, women, and 
children, went beyond the pale of legitimate dofince, while the attack on Zahié 
and Damascus, tho Christian inhabitants of which were Grooks, and not Moro- 
nites, showed that it was not defence but slaughter which was intended, He 
had received, as far back as the month of March, intelligeneo that Achmet 
Pacha, the Governor of Damascns, had planned the entire destruction of’ the 
Chaistians at Zablé and Deir-cl-Kamar, but the plot seemed to him too 
hideous to be true, and no notice had beon taken of the informmtion. Hie 
Excellency then sent for and read mo a despatch from the French Consul- 
General at Boyrout, dated the 28th March last, in which Count Bentivoglio 
mentions having been made acquainted with Achmet Pachs’s plans. A copy 
of this despatch has been sent to M. de Persigny, for your Lordship’s 
information. ‘The contents of it are certainly curious, and I can have to donbt 
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of its authenticity, for I have seen the original. If the crime can be brought 
home to Achmet Pacha, there is no punishment of which he is not deserving. 
The object af M. Thouvenel in referring to these matters was evidently to 
show that the presence of forcign troops in Syria is necessary, if justice is to be 
obtained at the hands of the Turks, whom he considers quite as bad or worse 
than the Druses. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 





No. 28, 


igiat) Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 24, 1860, 

1 INFORMED you by my telegram of the 19th instant, that a 1 
had been made hy the French Government that Earopean troops sbould be 
wont to Syria; that this measure should be carried into effect in concert with 
tho Great Powers and the Porte; and that Her Majesty's Government had 
assented to i 

I stated at the same time that the object of this expedition 
defined by a Convention, which should also provide fer thet elrement of toe 
aropean toopa 0 son a5 tnt objet ad heen attained. 

have now to acquaint you that the orders which had been given for 
eaubarkation of French teoope for Syria have been suspended in comseynence of 
the intelligence at hostilities between the Drases and the Maronites had 
conned, 

‘The Sultan, however, should lose no time in consulting the Great Pow 
regard to the termm of '@ Convention such ax I have alfuted te abo rs 
steps must bo taken for the complete pacification of Syria, and for effectually 
guarding against future massacres 

‘The French Ambassador has communicated to mo a project of Convention, 
‘as amendments to which Her Majesty's Government have: proposed that the 
period during which European troops should remain in Syrin ‘should be limited 
to six months, and that the expenses of the expedition should. not be borne by 

w Sultan. i 


am, &e, 
J, RUSSELL. 


I 

(Signed) 

arene 
No, 29, 


Lord Bloomftela (o Lord J, Russell.—(Received Ju 
(No, 261,) me tussell.— (Received July 25,) 
Wyte Berlin July 23, 1860, 
WHEN X was with Baron Schleinits this morning, his Excellency inquiged 
it Thad any intelligence from your Lordship respecting the French. meat 
tosend a joint: military expediiion to Syria; and T replied that T yoeret 
formed of the opinions of Her Majesty's Government upon the subject. His 
Bxcolloncy then tol me, that he understood the proposal of the Frente oye 
ment had boon generally approved of at Vienna and St. Peterburg nn that 
Count Bernstortf had confirmed the statement made by the French Mines st 
this Court of the acquiescence of Her Majesty's Government an these 
but that be appeared to be under the impresion, with regard to the proposed 
Convent etneon the Bive Powers and the Porte, that Her  Nejeres 
Government would prefer that the negotiation of this act: took place at Ce, 
stantinople rather than at Paris, as had been proposed. CS 
In the meantime I understand that Prince la Tour d’Auvergme has received 
& draft of the proposed Convention for communication to the Prantee 
Government, 
_— Thave, ke. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD, 
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No. 30. 


M. Thowvenel to Count Persigny—(Communicated to Lord J, Russell by Count 
Persigny, July 25.) 


M. le Comte, Paris, te 28 Juil-et, 1860, 

J'AT regu le message télégraphique, ainsi que la dépéche que vous m’avez 
fait Phonneur de m’adresser en date d'hier. 

Le Gouvernement de |'Empereur a appris, aver autant d’étonnement que 
de regret, que l'entente qui s'était établie entre le Cabinet Anglais et nous, 
sous l'empire des considérations les plus puissantes, semblit remise en question, 
Nous n’avons pas rect la nouvelle de la conclusion de Ja paix entre les Druses 
et les Maronites qui aurait eu liew le 10, La dépéche télégraphique du Com- 
mandant de notre station navale, datée de Beyrout lo 11, n’en fait 
mention et signale les massacres qui avaient commence le 9 i Damas. 
savons que de nombreux fagitifs avaient cherché un asile dans le Kesrouan, et 
il ne serait pas sup ‘que cette population, démoralinée par les horvibles 
scines des jours précédents, menacée d'une nouvelle agression qui Veit 
andantic toute entire, edt consenti A traiter avec les Druses. Mais quelle 
serait Ja valeur morale d'une telle Convention? La conscience publique pout 
elle admettre quivn nouvel abus de Ia foree consacre ot légitime en quelque 
sorte les atrocitis antérieurement commises et fase disparaitre los traces du. 
sang vers ? 

Au reste, les évé n-ne sont pas les souls qui aient agi 

Je massacre do Damas qui nous a déterming a 

dmances stit la nécessité d'une action immédinte et 

Snergique, A V'houre qu'il est, savons-nows si le carnage commened le 9 n'a 

ai lo lendemain? ‘Avons-nous Ia certitude quill ne 30 sera pas 

étondu plus Join, et que le sang Chrétion ne coule pus d Alep, i Orta, i Dint- 

dekir, A Jérusalem, partout en un mot oi les populations se trouyent on butte 

au fanatisme exeité par co qui vient de s¢ pawor 4 Damas comme dans lo 

Liban? La paix fit-elle conelue dans In Montagno, Ja situation ost restée la 

méme, et combien n'ayonsnowr pax de raisons do eraindro qu'elle no se soit 
aggravée ? 

Nous ne saurions donc, M, lo Comte, partager & cet égard In conflanee duu 
Gouvernement Anglais, et 'h nos yeux ‘l'état des choses n'a point changé 
depuis Ja nouvelle non encore confirmée, ot suflisamment expliquée pour nous, 
dont Lord John Russell vous a entretenn, 

Jo tions, au nurplus, & bien établir le carnctare dos communications et 
dos idées que nous avons échangées avec le Cabinet de Londres. En présence 
des informations recues du Liban, il nous avait, le pe convids 
envoyer des bitiments de guerre sur les cdtes do ‘Syrie, 

Cominandants des eseadres Fordre de débarquer leurs dquipages. 

ments de Damas élant venu nous éclairer entidrement. sir ln portés di 
guerre atroce dout les Druses ont pris Vinitintive, mais dans laquelle ils ont 
trouvé pour alliés les populations Mussulmanes, notis avons pensé qu'il y avait 
plus a faire, et nous avons suggéné In pensée d'une action collective, sana 
spécifier les ‘roles et sans prévoir que nous pussions y prondte unc part plus 
grande que celles des autres Puissances. Cette action devait diaillours tre 
subordonnée A un accord préalable avec la Porte. A toux dgards, il 
impossible de mieux sauvegarder les prineipes. 

Le Gouvernement de 8a Majesté Britannique n'a point hésité A necepter 
notre proposition. Selon les expressions mémex de Lond John Russell, rap. 
portées dans votre dépéche da 18 de ce mois, ‘Angleterre devalt augmenter 
considérablement sa station sur les oites de Ssrie, afin d’étre en mesure de 
protéger efficacement les populations du littoral. Quant a eelles de lintérieur, 
elles seraient protégées par des troupes Frangaises, aidées peut-étre de troupes 
Autrichiennes. En nous proposant cette combinaison, le Principal Seevétaire 
a’Etat nous invitait & préparer le projet de Convention destiné & régler I'x 
tommune dea Puisances et de la Parte, Lord Cowley, de son cOté, ait 
chargé de me faire les mémes communications. 

Cette entente particuliére que, grice a la proximité des deux pays, nous 
avions pu établir sans aucune perte de temps, nous permettait de compter 
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également sure succds de nos démarches auprés des autres Cabinets. Nous 
avons done rédigé le projet de Convention; Lord John Russell a bien roula 
Ie trouver conforme a l'objet que I'Angleterre avait en vue comme nous, Du 
reste, nous ayons eu soin de ne le présenter ax Gouvernement de Sa Majesté 
Britarmique que comme une simple indication des clauses essentielles qui 

ient servir de base aux délibérations ultérieures. L’Article VI pouvait 
tre supprimé, Nous n'attachons, il est aisé d'en saisir les motifs, que pew 
importance & la disposition quill renferme; nous avions pensé seulement, 
comme vous Tavex fait remarquer avec beaucoup de raison a Lond John 
Russell, que cette disposition aurait pour effet de mieux ménager la dignité 
du Sultan, en fnisant ressortir que les Puissances agiraient en qualité 
Aauxilinires dela Porte, Crest co que je n'ai pas inangué d'établir dans les 
communications identiques que j'ai faites aux autres Cours, comme yous 
pouves lo voir par la copie ci-jointe de la dépéche que j'ai adressée aux Repré 
sentants de 8a Majesté i Vienne, Berlin, et a St. Pétersbourg. 

Diiprix Lord Palmerston, M. le Comte, une telle Convention serait 
funosto an prestige ot & Vindépendanee du Sultan, Quelle est done ta situa- 
tion & Constantinople? La dépiche ci-jointe de Ambassadeur de Sa Majesté 
vous permettra d'en apprécier toute Ia gravité et Vargence. La déclaration 
si alarmanto d'Aah Pacha ext antéricuro A la communication dont j'avais 
chargé M, Jo Marquis de Lavalette, Elle révéle un état de choses arrivées 
la veillo d'une erise, ot sune erise indépendante do co qui se passe en Syrie, 
Elle ost néo de causes dont lo développement nous préveeupait vivement deja 
avant quo los affaires du Liban vinssent fixor notre attention ; elle pent éclater 
Au premicr jour par suite d'incllents tout-d-fait dtrangers a Ttat de la Sy 
tt quelque chove, aa contrite, ext de nature A conjarer de plus grandes 
diMealtéy, et h faciliter le secours sins lequel Aali Pacha juge que tout est 
porda, w'ert-co pas un accord dex Puisaucos pour exercer une action 
nergique dune le Eiban, ct mettre fin aux épourantables désordces dont eeu 
Raa ntact Te et © 

__ Kt dailleurs, M. le Comto, Ia conscience de l'Europe pout-elle adm 
Vimpunité dan odieux masscore dans Pespoir si incertain darréter ailleurs lee 
contrainemonts du fanatisme? Aux maux qu'elle dplore, ii ceux qu'elle prévoit, 
1a politique dex Cabinets n’n-t-ello d'autres romédes i apposer quo Vabstention ? 
Nous no sanrious le erviro, et co n'est pas Vindiffirenco. que conseillernit en 
privonee d'une situation semblable an Gouvernement ancl éelairé que le 
Gouvernemont de Si Majesté Heitanaiquo dans toutes les questions d’humanité, 

Nous miavons, quant & nous, nul disie d'intervenir en Oriont en dehors 
uno action commune, Bien que le pillage de notre Consulat & Damnas ct 
Jo mourtro do miasionnnires Francais que notre drapeau ta pas converts, 
nioun eréont des grief ct des devetes psticaliers, nous n'avona et tout akeed 
wane oulo pensée; celle de nous concorter avec les autres Puissances, 
Nous avons par lA dégngé notre responsabilité, Néanmoins nous demandoms 
encore au Cabinet Anglais de revenir \ sos premidres dispositions, et de 
co-opdrer aves nous dans une meauro dgalo on Syrie. S'l ne ervit par pouvoir 
le faire, quelles sont sex intontions, et quelle initiative se propose til de 
prondee ? Nous sommes prits examiner sex idées, ct a los adopter si 
alles sont plas pratiques que les wotres et ipondent ‘mieux aux eaigonces 
do Ia situation; mais il comprendra, jen ai la conflaneo, que noux obeimone 
4 uo devoie en lal demandant de, nous communiquer ses vies, 

Vous ttes autorixé A donner lecture et i rome bi " 
vee mettre eopie do cette Wépiche 

_ Agrées, &e. 
(Signe) ” THOUVENEL. 


— 
No, 31, 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell.—(Received July 28.) 
(No, 264. Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Berlin, July 
4 : in, July 24, 1860, 
1 HAVE just seen Baron Schilcinitz, and heard from his Excellency that 
the Prince de Ia Tour d'Auvergne has communicated to him the draft of 


1 


Convention, drawn up by the French Government for the consideration of the 
Five Powers and Turkey, to regulate the projected military intervention in the 
affairs of Syria, and of which the Princo has given Baron Schluinitz to under~ 
stand Her Majesty's Government had already exprossed their approval. 

His Excellency said, with reference to this project, that Prnasia was ready. 
to admit that foreign interference might be necessary ¥ restore oer in By 
und was therefore disposed to recognize in principle the propriety of such inter= 
ference, but she manst make her reserves respecting some of the Articles of 
the proposed Convention, and especially as to any active co-operation on the 
part of Prussia. "He ndited, moreover, that the Porto did not acem, far as he 
Was informed, (o have been sufficiently consulted on a question of such gravo 
importance to her, 

Baron Schleinit then mentioned that, necording to information whieh had 
reached him, Russia was not satisfied with the French project of Convention, 
but wou! ertheless, consent to it upon the understanding that France 
agreed {o enter into an engagement with her that the principle of intervention 
admitted in tho Syrian Convention should be applied to the Provinecs of 


"Turkey in Europe Thave, & 
ave, Ke, 


(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No. 32, 


Eart Cowley to Lord J, Russell —(Reecived July 26,) 
(So, 958.) 
My Loni, Paris, July 24, 1860. 
ON the receipt this morning of your Lordship’ despatch No. 720 of 
‘yesterday's dato, stating what had passed between yourself and M. do Porsigny, 
Felative to the proposal made by the French Government. that European 
troops should be sent to Syria, and informing me, that while Her Majest 
Government gave thelr awont. to this propowal with reluctance, they were of 
a that the expedition should not bo carried into effect if the news 
cd by your Lordship, that tranquillity had been restored, should prove 
Correct, [-vaited apon M.‘Thouvenel, and comminteated to him the general 
views of Hor Majesty's Government 
M. Thouvene) was much relieved by this clear statement, for hix Excol- 
oney had been led by M. do Persigny to beliove that Her Majesty's Govern- 
mint had withdrawn, or were about to withdraw, their consent to the 
expedition, Txhowed M. ‘Thouvonel that this wax not the ense, but that Hor 
Majesty's Government ndviaed great deliberation and eaution in proceeding to 
0 exceptional a mensure. a 
T mentioned to hiv Excellency, that he must admit that the landing a 
foreign force in Syria would add to the complications already existing in that 
unfortunate countey, and th might extablish « precedent that 
‘could raise disturbances in 


1 did not obtain any positive answer from M. Thouvenel, 
His Excellency had not then received the official answer of the Risian 
and Prussian Governments to the proposal of intervention, neither had any 
reply come from the Porte to the proposal for the signature of a Convention. 
“His Execilency seemed to wish that there should be a meoting between 
the Representatives of the Five Powers, and the Representative of the Porte, 
to discuss the terms of the Convention. cae 
T observed that, although your Lordship had expressed cortain opinions 
swith regard to those terms, I hsid imagined that it was intended by tho French 
Government that the Convention shoald be conchided at Constantinople. 
His Excellency, however, said that he had proposed to the Powers, and to 





the Porte, that it should be conchnded at Paris. should be glad to be furnished 
with your Lordship’s instructions on this point. 

With regard to the Convention, M. Thouvenel is quite ready to abandon 
the Article imposing the expense of” the expedition on the Porte, which his 
Excellency states was only inserted with the intention of making it appear 
that tho French Governmont were not conferring an obligation on the Porte, 
and I do not imagine, if negotiations go further, that M. Thouvenel will refuse 
to insert a clause in the Convention limiting the number of troops to be em- 

loyed, and fixing the period of ocenpation. 
= : Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 33. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received July 28.) 
(Wo, 062.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 26, 1800. 

1 RECEIVED Jato yesterday evening a note from M. ‘Thouvencl, 
saying that he was in powession of disastrous nows, dated the 23rd instant, 
from Constantinople, of the state of alfaira at Damascus as lato as the 12th 
fnstant. 

At that moment 19,000 persons who had taken refuge in the quarter 
inhabited by Abd-cl-Kader expected to be hourly attacked and mamadred by 
tho Maesiman population, exeited by the ‘Turkish Authorities themselves. 
M. ‘houyencl widod that he had sent a copy of M. de Lavalette's 
despatch to Loniton, and that in prosenes of the facts which it related, h 
hoped that Her Majesty's Government would not ask for any furthor delay in 
the departure af troops to Syria. 

His Excellency went on to say that he intended to convoko a meeting of 
Representatives af the Five Po Porte for this day in order to 
examine the project of Conve Representatives of Austria, 
Romia, and Prussia were fully authorized to amivt at (¢; that he hoped. that 
1 was’ in the mame positions and that M. de Lavalotto’. despate 
him the right to suppose that the ‘Turkish Ambnssador would recelve 
tiona in the course of the night, 

1 replied to M, ‘Thonvenel that I had no authority from your Lordahip to 
autem any meeting for Ue parposn of considering the terms. of the Couven 
ton; but that hid avked for instructions by telesraph. If should receive 
no anawer from your Lardaip before the hout for which the meeting wax 
convened should ‘arrive, T would take upon myself to attend, but simply for 
tho purporo of listaning to what his Fxoelleney had to propose. In h ‘ah. 
woqquont communication, I qualified my thret letter so far as to say that it wae to 
he unvlerstood that, peoding instewetions trom your Lordship, T could, not 
attend a confurence on ‘Turkish affairs unless the Reprosentativy of the Porte 
should be presont, I hope that your Lotdship will approve the course I 

wave taken, 

Ts ania mer saad cee nothing by attending, while a 
rofital, in presener of the consent of my colleagues to altond, might be attri 
buted to unitiendly motives. 


M, Thoavensl had fixed to se0 me this afternoon on other matters 


and when T went to his off had suspended the intention of 
inmoning the meeting which Ie. had announced toni wth Teng 
him of the decision of Hor Majesty's Government. He raid that the objet of 
ing would be to sign the Convention respecting the forcign troops, and 

not intended to touch upon any other Yuontion, 

‘olen then proceeded to road to me the telegrams which he had 
roceived from M. de Lavalette, "The wpshot of them is that Achmet Effendi, 
the Turkish Ambassador, will bo authorized to attend a Conference; that i 
Will be instructed to protest in the fire instance against the employment cr 
forvign. troops in Syria: but to admit of ic if he shall find that wt the 
general wish of the Five Powers that he should do so. 

in that ense he is to insist on two conditions:-— 


1. That the foreign troops shall disembark and be encamped at 
Beyronth and in the neighbourhood, and nowhere else. 
Pack, That they shall undertake no movement but at the requisition of Fund 
acha, 
M. Thonvenel observed that to neither of these conditions could the 
Imperial Government consent. 
With regard to the first, if accepted, it would render the intervention 
illusory, besides which the neighbourhood of Beyrouth was most unhealthy. 
With respect to the second, it was totally impossible for the Commander 
of the French forees to make his movements, on which the success of all his 
rations might turn, dependent on the caprice of any ‘Turkish authority, 
‘he safety of his troops might be thercby compromised, 
1 fear that under present circumstances, it will be difficult to dissuade the 
Freach Government from sending troops. 
T have, &e. 
Gigned) " COWLEY. 


ss _ 
No. 34 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Reeeived July 26.) 
(No. 963.) = "at gh 
My Lord, Paris, July 25, 1860. 

M. THOUVENEL read me this afternoon the replies which he had 
received from Vienna and Berlin to his proposal of sending troops to Syria, 
‘They aro both affirmative of tho project, and, Tam sorry to way, 00 Iaudative 
of the Fronch Government for having taken the initiative in this watter, that 
the lattor aro thereby encouraged in their project of armed intervention, 

‘The Prusian Government wish that Article IV of tho Convention, 
respecting the ermploymont of the naval forces of the Great Powers to assist in 
the pacitication of Syria should be made fheultatve and not obligatory, but 
M. Thonyenel will not consent to this modification, ax ho dexires to be assured, 
for the safety of the French troops, of the co-operation of the other Powars it 


neceomary. me 
we, Bee, 
(Signed) COWLEY, 





No, 5, 


Earl Corley to Lord J. Russell. (Received July 26,) 
(No, 964. Confidential ) 
My Lord, Paris, July 26, 1960, 

1 WAS informed yesterday afternoon confidentially that the Russian 
Ambassador had boon instructed not to agree to the Convention for. seu ing 
troops {0 Syria, unlogs a Secrot Article wore added toit, obliging the Powers te 

jlar armed intervention in the European Provinces of Turkey, 
become necessary, and that the Austrian Government had conamnted 
tion of this Article, provided it met with the assent of the Porte and 
the other Powers, 

Taskod M. Thouvenel this afternoon whether any proposal of tho kind had. 
been made to him. His Excellency replied in the affirmative, but raid. that he 
had at once rejected it, and pressed the Russian Ambassador not to persist in 
asking for it. Ho had urged that the object of the propased Converttion was 
specific and not genoral, and that ite conclusion would be risked by such an 
addition as Russia proposed, ¢ 

‘Count Kissolelf consented on this remonstrance to withdraw his proposal. 

T told M, ‘Thouvenel that I felt convinced that Hor Majesty's Government 
would over have authorized the signature of a Convention containing such a 


Mipulation, 
: I have, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY, 
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No. 36, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. —(Received July 20.) 
eb a Paris, July 25, 1860. 
\ULRED this afternoon of M. Thoavenel what was the amonnt of 
fucartne nope peapcees sencng te Bec Hip Excollency replied, 6,500 
men. ‘They were to be commanded, his Excelleney said, by General Beaufort, 
an officer who knew: inch of the country, as he had been uttached to the 
Hoad-Quarters of Ibrabim Pasha, when the latter occupied Syris 

Te'scoms that both the Emperor and his General think this force more 
than sulficient to strike blow at Damascus, which seems to be tieir object 
M, ‘Thouvene! told me that the Emperor was of opinion that a heayy chastise- 
ment should be inflicted on that town, and that the expedition shoal then come 
away, ‘Two months His Majesty thought would suffice for this, and on the 
departure of the troops the Commission might come into play, the ground 
having been thus well prepared for then. 

Tr eaid” that [feared that long before Frevch troops could: arrive at 
Damascus the leaders in the late horrible massacres would have taken care of 
thempolves nod would -be beyond the reach of punishment. -M, Thouveneh 
ssid that thie might be so, but that the town of Damascus, which was very rich, 
might bo heavily fined, ‘There will be time for reflection, but it seems to mo 
that little will be effieted, if the authors of these dreadful massacres shall 


Count Rechbery {0 Count Appanyi.—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by Couns 
Apponyi, July 27.) 


M. le Comte, Vienne, le 22 Juillet, 1860, 

JAI Vhonneur de vous transmietire elspris on copie dewx depiches que jai 
adroraées au Prince de Metternich en réponse aux ouvertates que’ M, Thouvenct 
ows a adroméer on mime tema quiavx autres Grandes Puimances sur lox 
‘mosures A prendre dans Mintdrct do tn paciffeation de la Syriv, 

‘Lond A. Loltus m’ayant informé de Vadhésion de son Gouvernement 
aux propositions Prangaises, jexpire que Lord J. Russell, auquel vous voudrex 
bien donner ectre des annexay, ora accord avec leur contenu, 

eewvez, Be, 
(Bignd) RECHBERG, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 37. 
M, Thowsenel to the Marquis de Moustier 


Paris, le 16 Juille, 1860. 

LES érénemonts qui vieunent do..se pasor dans Je Liban ont, comme nous 
dovions nous y attendre, profondément ému Vopinion, et tous les Cabinete ont 
compris quills leur erénient des devoirs. Tous se sont empremés de fournie 
tours Agents sur les lienx les moyens eu leur pouvoir pour peotéger les popula. 
tions Chrétiennes, ot est, a espécer que ces moyens combines, avec Tenvoi 
des troupes Ottomanes mises 4 ls disposition de Fuad Pacha, sufront pour 
arriter au moins Velho o aa eee A pe sebses. ot. une 
bl jion dans tous les rapports, it ne sullit pas, pour satisfhire aux 
penises a Wordre et pour rétablir un état de choses durable, de 
comprimer Tinsurrection et d'obliger les Druses 4 ddposer les armes. ’La 


situation exige des mesures propres a la fois a réparer deffroyables calamités et 
en prévenir le retour, 

cette seconde partie de leur tiche, les Puissances, M. le Marquis, me 

Paraissent avoir un réle tracé d'avance par les antéeédents de la question Les 

‘contestations entre les Maronites et les Druses, bien qu’elles n’aient point encore 

peat dacharnement et pris des proportions 

ji nets ; ot arrange 

tratif dans Je Liban, est le 

Cot arrangement se trouve 

ices qui en avaient arrété 

Htoman sont, par cela méme, 

Tui_les causes auxquelles i 

‘oation aint que les dispositions qu'il peut y avoir 

Tieu d'y substituer. Ta Porte n'a jamais fait difficulté d’admettre les bons 

offices de la diplomatic dans les confiits qui ont successivement Glaté entre lee 

lations du Liban, et Vaecord que nous jugeons indispensable ne constituernit 

ullement une innovation ou une acte d'intervention dont on aurait h redouter 

Keffet pour la considération ou Iindépendance de Ia Turquiv. 11 serait con. 

forme sux précédents et l'on n'y pourrait voir qu'une conséquence logique dune 

entente antérieure A laquelle ta Porte olle.méme a prété lon maing ot qu'elle 

doit désirer de maintenir, parcequ'elle y trouvera un moyen de donner h de 
Ronveaux arrangements toute Yautorité nécessaire, 

Pour se former une idée oxacte des faite sccomplis ties néeomiten do In 
Situation, Ia voie a suivre me semble indiquéo par In nature des choses. Les 
Puissances ne seraient pas suffisamment éclairdes sur les difficullés ot lea besolns 
dont il faut tenir compte, si Von ne prooédait par voie d’examen sur les Houx 
et d'enquéte collective. “Le Gouvernement de !"Empereur jugerait done utile 
Vinstitution d'une Commission formée de Déliggut des Puissances ot . 
Cette Commission serait envoyée dans le Liban pour rechercher lex circonstances 

ui ont provoqué les derniers conflits, déterminer Ia part de roeponsabilité. des 

chefs de Vinsurreetion et des agents de Vadministeation locale, ninsl que los 
féparations dues aux victimes, et enfin dtudier, pour les voumetiro A Tapproe 
bation de leurs Gouvernements et de la Porte, les dispositions qui pourralent 
tre ndoptées en Yue de conjurer de nouvennx malheurs, 

Si, comme l'accord qui s'est établi xpontanément dans lex appréciationy de 
tontes lex Cours a la nouvelle des massacres du Liban me donne lieu de Moxpérer, 
elles approavaient cette idée, ellos auraient entre lex mains tous lex éléments 
Aécowaires pour concerter avec la Porte un arrangement qui, révultant d'un 
examen approfondi et réunissant une adbésion unanime, offrirait toutes lox 
chances possibles de durée. 

Crest done avec conflanee, M. lo Marquis, que jo vous invite A faire part 
de cette proposition A M. le Comte de Rechberg: j'adresse ln tatine cermanats 

n aux Cours de Londres, Berlin, et de St. Pétersbourg. Do tous temps la 

itude de la Franco s'est exerede dans le Litan, C'est uno tradition que le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ne suuralt pauier. Ele nous impowsit lo devotr 
Aaceomplir cette démarche wupr’s des Paissances, — Toutefois, eh prenant 
Vinitiative dans les cireoustances présentes nous ne sommes ditigés par aucune 
Yue particuliére, ni par le désir préconcu de poursuivre en favour de l'une des 
lous populations entre lesqaelles le conllit west élevé aticun avantage exclusif 
‘Nous ne nous proposons d'autro objet quo de coucourir avec les Purssances, ot 
au méme titre, dans Vintérét de la paix de l'Orient, i rétablir le ealme ot lagdee 
aur un point of ils no peuvent étro troublés sans In mettre sériousement en 

er. 
Vous wosdred Wea doanerlietare de cette depeche AM, Te Comte de 
Rechberg, et Ini en remettre copie. 
Agréex, &e. 
(Signe) THOUVENEL, 








26 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 87 
AM. Thowwentl to the Marquis de Moustier, 


Paris, le 18 Juillet, 1800. 

PAR 1a déptcho que al ew Wionnenr de vous adrewer en. date da 
1 de ce tols, je vous ni invité A faire part AM. le Comte de Rechberg 
de 1a proposition d'une entente collective des Poissmees concernant les affaires 
da ibaa. Depula lors, de nouvelles de plus en plas affigeantes ‘noua sont 

ivonuies de la Syriv. ‘Comme nous To redontions, Damas a été & son tour le 

héitro d'efroyables scdnca do carnage, ot il devient difficile de prévoir Métendue 
Quo prenten cotte guorre acharns aux Chrétiens si les Cabinets no se 
Auitaient d'adopter, auutant qu'il dépend deux, toutes les mesures propres A en 
arriter lea progres. Le Porte semble avoir clle-méme nn justo sentiment do 
cette situation. Jen trouve la prouve dans une lettre ckjointe en copie que 
Jo Sultan adrowe 4 1'Emporour ot que co Souverain a fait communiquer & 
M. le Marquin de Lavalette pour &re transmis a Sa Majesté par télégraphe. 

‘Toutotois it wost pas moins nécoxsairo d'agir avec autant de promptitude 

que @’6norgie, ot comme il ¥ a malheurousement liew de oralndre que les moyens 

Faction de la Porte ne répondent pas A ses intentions, je doute quelle pat 
tatisfaire aux nécessités d'une situation si grave si les Paissances ne s'enton- 
daient pour lui venir en aid. 

Lrordre donné anx Comimandants es excadres de mettre leurs équip 
‘in dispostion des Consuls no peut pas pormotere @attelndre Vinaterection 
dane son foyer an soln dle Liban ni surtout dans les vies de Vintérieur qurelle 
‘a déjd onvabies on quielle menooe. Un corps de troupes mis A portéo d'agir 
wlon Tor circonstances serait seul en mesure de sulfire & ect tache, A tous 
cos points de vue Tl pourrait exereer une heuretise influence, non soulement 
4 raison du concours éventuel qu'il porterait aux troupes Turyues, mais par 

World morale quo im seule présence, en rasurant los populations, ne 
manqiieralt pas d'avoir sar Pattitude ot la conduite des fouctionnaires Otiomana 


Cette combinaision A'ailleuts ne pourratt recevolr won exéention que do 
Ja Porte, ot il meralt en outro exsonticl qu'elle ft ke résnitat dun 
vident des Cing Cours. 

Lintervention serait alnél collective dans son principe, et les troupes 
Europécnnes eavoyeés dans dex voos communes ne feralent en quelque sorte que 
romplir une délggation de Pulancos, “Sito Goavernement Autrichien entralt 
dane cot ordre Wildes, IM'seralt sans toute posdble d'établir sans retard uno 
ontente aver les autres Cabinots de la Porte, et daviser aux mavens lox plas 

rompte Mobtuntr les satiathctions dues A Mhumanité, et de concourir an 
rotabliasement de ta paix on Syrie, 

Co eéaultint, Mote Marquis, serait Important non pas seulement pour la 
conscenes publique et pour ler Chrétien, mals aus poor In Porte qi, dae 
Pétat do eriao of 4° teonvent son administration et sex finances, ne supporteralt 
pax longtemps sans pril l'épreuve d'une Insurrection aussl étenduc a comprimer. 
Exest ine: coraldération qui n'échappora pas A la. prévoyance da Cabinet de 
Vioune. Quant & nous, nona pensons qu'ane combinaison do Ia nature de celle 
sur laquelle je viens do vous exprimer notre manlire do voir, pout étre adoptie 
avec avantage. Jeno m'en dissimule pas les inconvénients, mais l'abutention 
en aurai€ assurénent de beaucoup plus grands on presence’ dex complications 
qui menacent de surgtr. Je sons prie de tuiro part AM. le Comto de Rechberg 
do Fopinion du Gouvernement de Si Majesté et d'en conféror avec Tul. En. 
raion de Purgen par les évnements, je vous serai 
obligé do me fi 16t poable, ec que le Cabinet de Vicune 
pongo a co sujet, ef lies sont ses intentions 


_ Agréer, &e. 
(Signs) " THOUVENEL. 


P.S.—Vous saves que jfavais tranamis au Gouvernement Anglais ma 
communication en date du 18 de ce mois, Je regois i Vustant une dépéche 
de M. le Comte de Persiguy, par laquelle il w'annonce que le Cabinet Anglais 
adhe & notre proposition, et qu'il est prét A se faire représenter dans une 
Commission, qui se rendrait la Syrie pour y remplir Ia tiche dont j'avais 


7 


indiqué Vobjet. Lord J. Russell dans son entretien avec notre Ambassadeur 
Sest montré fort ému da caractére des tristes événoments dont Ja Syric est le 
théttre, ct de Pattitade qu’on est fondé & reprocher aux Agents de la Porte. 


Tuelosure 8 in No. 57. 
The Sultan to the Emperor of the French. 


Palgis de Dolma-Badji, 18 Juillet, 
SE tiens a ce en avec quelle doulear j'ai appris 
Jes événomonts do Syrie. Qu'elle soit convaincue qne j’emploierai tontes mes 
forces pour rétablir Vordre et Is sécurité, punir séverement les coupables, quels 
quills soient, et rendee justice & tous Pour qu'il ne puise y avoir aucun doute 
sur les intentions de mon Gouvernement, c'est A mon Ministre des Affaires 
Efrangéres, dont Jen principes sont connus de votre Majesté, que j'ai soulu 
confior cetto importante mission.” 


Inclosure 4 in No. $7. 
Count Rechberg to Prince Metternich. 


Vienne, te 22 Juillet, 1860, 
LE Marquis do Moustier m'a saccomivement communiqué les deux 
Aépéches de M. ‘Thouvenel dont jal 'honnewr de vows transmottre ci-prda 
scopic. 
Gen pidcen ont pour objet los mau qui pésent sur les malhourenses opt 
lations Chrétiennea de ta Syre. 

Din lo but d'y mettre promptement un terme, M. Thouvene! propose : 

1. Drenvoyer sur les licux une Commission eomposde dos Délégués des Ging 
Grandes Puissances et de eoux de In Porte, 

‘Cette Commission aurait & procéder 4 une enquéte sur Tes dorniers 6véue- 
mons, et A auggérer des réformes & introduire dans les arrangements de 184 

2 De conticr a un corps de troupes Européonnex par suite d’une Con~ 
vention entre Jes Puisances et 1a Porte lo soin de protéger les Chrétiens ot de 
participer au rétablimemont de Vordre en Syrie. 

Sal eu Mhonnour do prévonir votre Altese par mon tégramme du 2} 
au couront, que nous adhérions pour notre part a ces propositions, pourva 
tontofoi« que la Porte y doontt également son plein amentiment, et que ta 
nécesité do la participation de troupes Europtonnes an rétablimement de 
Vordre fit dimont constatse. 

Si déplorables ot si affligeantes pour Mhumanité que solent les scinex 
horribles dont le Mont Liban ot la Syric ont été le théiitee, oe n'est que justice 
de reconnaitre que le Gouvernement Ottoman A Constantinople, & peine 
informé de ces calamités, a montré In meilleure volonté et déployé A la foie 
beaucoup d'énergie pour Nprimer lo désordre. 

TI nous semble done avant tout indispenable dattendre les premiers effets 
do ln mission confiéo 4 Fund Pacha, Si contre tonto attente le fanatisme 

t Fexplosion subite a déjh fait tant de victimes, prenait de plus 

i les forces du Gonvernement Ottoman fussent évidem~ 

ompher, en ce cas nons reconnaissons quo Vintorven- 

tion Europécane serait complétement justifiée, et nons ne doutons point que le 
Sultan no fit alors le premier & se ranger de cet avis. 3 

Cola posé, votre Altesse peut dés anjourt’hui se considéror comme 
antorisée & prendre part sur la base des principes énoucés ci-dessus A tine 
réunjon éventuolle des Représentants des Cin) Puissances et dela Porte A Paris, 
ayant pour tission de régler par tine acte diplomnatique le batt les lpites de 

tion Enropéenne. “ : 

La France s'est déja déclarée préte Aso charger, A titre de délégation de 
MEurope, de Vexpédition d'un corps de troupes en Syrie pour co-opérer & Ia 
pacification da pays. Nous avons pour notre compte envoyé dans ces parages 





une frégate de la marine Impérial - 

oe ce nealeas ne loreal ct noon mctames dispenée& y angmenter 
Finvite votre Altesse a Sexpli . 

toi donnant communication de le proente depeche, T° Me Thourenel en 


_ Receves, &e. 
(Signé) RECHBERG. 
eS ee eee 
Tnelosure 5 in No, 37. 


Count Rechberg to Prince Metternich. 


‘ Vienne, le 22 Juillet, 1860. 
M. L'AMBASSADEUR de France nons a itérativement exprimé le prix 
que son Gouvernement attacherait & voir V'’Autriche fournir som Pontingent ae 
corps de troupes Européennes qu'il stagit dexpédior on Syrie., Tout on 
appréciant lea motifs qui ont inspiré oo ‘lésir au Cabinet des Tuileries 
Yerrons plos une dificult y férer en ce moment. ar 
La Franco porsdsle dans acs troupes Algériennes nguerries au ci! 
de Ag ea ene ei pr het 
dane dea contréeslontajnes dan einat ai diférent da notre exigerait quant & 
Mhabillement oA Peaulpage des tolaty des préparati® qui demanieraea tn 
ort jemps, on serait de méme pour lex ror le 
Beats dtr meas tt, pn eter er 
howliles Antriche que prochiment avee tine rare impudence les filibuations 
guise sont emparés do Ia Sicilo, et qui ont pour ‘arridre-gunte, Varmee 
émontaise, wows imposent le devoir de nous tonir aur nos gardes et dene 
pas dnl as acai urgent oa force deer pnb Ss 
M. Thonvenel, j’en sls pervuadé diavance, appréciern ces motifs, que 
pric votre Altemo da voulole Bien Iai développer eeee™ mali ue je 
Receves, ke. 
(Signd) RECHBERG. 


SS 
No. 38, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. rel re 
Peart wy to Lord J. Russell—(Received July 27.) 
My Lord, Pe 
"aris, July 24, 1860, 
Ii struck me while conversing with M. Thouvene! this afternoon 
French Government might be wore easily pened Richey aie i” 
seniing troops to Syrn, Hf the European Commiasion, which it ws fat proposed 
taaend. wns made of more importance by the nomination vf Comins 
ho should be dispatched from. don and Paris, inted this = 
so onl be dispatched from London and Pari. Thin histo Me Thonvead, 
__ Thave, do 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


—S—— Se 


No, 89. 


Earl Cowley to Lard J. Russell (Received July 97.) 


(No. 79.) 


My Lord, Paris, duly 2 
2 ‘aris, July 26, 1860, 
ON tho receipt yesterday of your Lordship's tele, 
tnformed 4M. Thouveael that Siwae eutherinay erates fete othe 
Roprosentatives of the Five Powers and of the Porto with a view of deems > 
the conditions of the Convention which the Imperial Government was dean 
of concluding between the said Powers and the Sultan, having for its ob 4 
the occupation of Sprit by an European fore, ee 
M. ‘Thouvenel in consequence convoked a meeting of the al enti 
Representatives for 3 o'clock this day. = Horeamentioned 
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xcéllency after briefly allnding to late events in Syria said, that he 
had requested the Representatives of the Great Powers and of the Porte to 
meet him in Conference, in order that he might communicate to them the pro- 
Ject of a Convention which he was desirous should be concluded between the 
said Powers and the Porte, and which would permit of the employment of 
European troops (o aid in restoring tranquillity in Syria. He believed that all 
the ercenatre present, including the Turkish Ambassador, had been 
authorized to take part in this Conference. He begged to state further, that 
the document which he submitted for our consideration was only to be con- 
sidered in the light of a project, that he had himself introduced modifications 
into it since it was first drawn up, and that he was quite ready to listen to any 
amendments or alterations which might be proposed by others, 

"The Turkish Ambassador sald, hat alchough he sould miake no objection 

jon being read, yet that it was impossible for him to enter upon 
any discussion of the question of foreign intervention in Syria— 

Int. Bocauso he had no instructions from his Government upon the 
subject: and, 

2ndly. Becanso, oven if ho had been in possession of those instructions, he 
onli not diseass a Convention of such importance without previous examina 
tion and a full consideration of all its stipulations, 

Hix Excellency further observed, that ho did not understand on what 
ground it wax proposed to send foreign troops to Syria, thore being alroady a 
Sufficient forco from tho Sultan's army to restore and maintain tranquillity in 
‘that country 

‘A desaltory conversation ensued which, ax might be expected, led to no 
result, and I then proposed that the French Representative should furnish each 
of us with a copy of the amended project of Convention, and ax we must our 
selves have time to consider tho amendments, that wo should adjoura until the 
‘Turkish Ambassador should be in po ‘of his instenctions, This course 
Was amented (0, iL appearing that my colleagues of Austria, Prussia, and Russia 
were also without instructions, although they wore hourly expecting them, 

M. Thouvenol stated that the French Ambawador at Constantinople had 
informed im that instructions to the ‘Turklsh Ambasador wore to have boon 
sont by tlegeaph last night. Under those circumstances tho Conforenca, it is 
expected, will meot agnin on Saturday, 

Thave the honour to inelose a copy of the project of Convention ax now 
amended, by the sido of tho original text, so that your Lordship will at once see 
whoro alterations have been introdueed. 

Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 29, 
Project of Convention respecting the Employment of European Troops in Syria. 
Original Draft of Concention. 


SA. Mojesté Impérialo Ye Sattan 
voulant arréter par des mesures 
promptes ot effiences effusion du 
sang on Syrio, ot téinoigne mn 
résolution d'asurer Vordre et I pai 
parmi les populations placées sour 
souveraineté, et leurs Majestés I’ Empe 
reur d'Autriche, 'Emperear des Fran 
‘gai, la Reine du Royaume Uni de Ia 
Grande Bretagne et d’Lelande, le Rot 
de Prusso, ot 'Empercur detoutes les 
Ruvies, désirant Ini préter leur con- 
cours, ont décidé de se coucerter pour 
visor aux moyens propres a réaliser 
‘Teurs intentions, 








Original Draft of Convention, 


A cot effet, leurs Majestés ont 
tommé pour leurs Plénipotentiaries, 
savoir: 


Lesquels, &¢, 
ARTICLE 1. 


Un corps do troupes Raropéonnes 
compost de hommes environ sera 
immédiatement divigé en Syrie pour 
contribucr an rétublissement de Ia 
tranquillité, 


ARTICLE HL. 


‘Sa Majesté Impériale PEmperour des 
Frangais consent a fournie lex troupes 
dont ta participation est stipulde par 
LArticlo précédont, 


ARTICLE IM, 


Le Commandantren-chat de ces 
troupes prondra, avec toutes ler me- 
ssuros exigdes par lea circonstancos, les 
positions qu'il jugera convenable doc 
aper pour remplir Vobet. desu sie 
sion. Tl vera nutcrlé A s'entendre avee 
Vantorité militaire Ottonrane pour dé. 
tormiver 1a distribution et Vemplok des 
troupes que la Porte aura réunies en 
Syrie, 


ARTICLE IV. 


Lours Majestés !Emporeur d'An- 
trlohe, la Reino du Royaume Uni de 
la Grande Brotagno ot d'irlande, le 
Roi de Prussg,o¢ I Emperenr de toutex 
lex Rasies, promettont de eoncourir 
an aucede res efforts communs en entre 
tonant, sur les cbtes de Syrie lox foroes 
rnavales quo les 6véuernents rondealent 
nécossalres, ot d'y participer au besoin, 
par Tenvol do troupes de débarque- 
mont. 


ARTICLE Y. 


‘Lea Hautes Parties Contractantes se 
réservent de combiner dun commun 


Amended Draft of Convention. 


ARTICLE I, 


The sume, with the word “ immé- 
diatement™ suppressed. 


ARTICLE IL. 


‘Sa Majesté 'Emporcur des Fran- 
‘consent & fovtrnir inimédiatement 
moitié do ce corpe de troupes, et 

Wil dovonait nécossalre de porter son 

coffoctif wu chiffre stipnlé dans Article 

précédent. Los Hautes Parties Con 

(ractantes s‘ontendront sans retard, 

par oie dintomatiqus or 

la désignation de cellos dew 

qui auraient A y pourvoir, 


ARTICLE II, 


Le Commandant-on-chef do Nexpé- 
dition restera A son arrivéo en con 
‘munication avec te Commimalre Extras 
ordinaire de la Porte, atin de prendre, 
yee toutes lea monures exigéer paar los 
ccireonstances, lex poritions qu'il jugera 
eonvenable Woecuper pour remplir 
objet do sa mimion, fis se comers 
teront également sur la distribution et 
emplol dea troupes Ottowanes réunis 
‘on Syric, 


ARTICLE IY. 


Lears Majesés, 6c, prometten 
enteeteale rae lor cdtes a Syrie dex 
forces nayalea suffieantes pour con. 
‘courir an sucods des efforts comavans: 
pour le maintion ou te rétablisement 
de Ia tranquillité sur le littoral de la 


Syrio. 


ARTICLE Y- 
‘The same. 


Original Droft of Convention. Amended Draft of Convention. 


que le but quielles ont on vue. sera 

atteint, pour fixer le moment oa les 

troupes Européennes devront étre rap 
lées. 


ARTICLE VI ARTICLE VI. 

Les froin do transport ot dentro La Sublime Porte stengage & faci- 
des troupes débarqués ea Syrie soront liter par tous Jes moyens en son pouvoir 
supportés par la Sublime Porte, qui la snbsistance et Tapprovisionnoment 
#ongage en outre & facilitor par tous du corps expéditionnaire. 

Jes woyens en son pouvoir leur sub- 
sistance et leur approvisionnement. 


————————eEeEEE—E——E 
No. 40. 


For! Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received July 27:) 
(No, 980, Confidential,) 
My Lord, < Paris, July 26, 1860, 
THE Rowian Ambassador has again returned to the charge, and has 
induced M. Thouvenel to put forwanl general declaration to be inserted tt 
44 Protocol, relative to the protection of Clristians in Turkey by the Powers of 
Europe. “M. ‘Thouvenel showed me the project of declaration, of whieh T 
have the honour to iaclose a copy, and asked If T could agree toi, observing 
that thero was nothing in it whlch the Porte had not already promised to do. 
After porusing it, L said that 1 coukd not take upon myself’ to agree to any 
uch declaration; that I had been authorized to discuss & special, and not i 
general question ; but that 1 would refer the mattor to your Lordship. 
T have, se. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


Tnclosare in No, 40, 
Project of Declaration, 


LES Puimances s'engagent A veillor & ce que a’accond avec Ia Porte ot 
conformément & mm promemey, In situation der Chrétiens de I'Empire Ottoman 
en tous lien et de tout rito volt réotlement améliorse, ot qu'il wit rénédlé par 
des mesures administratives sérieuses an retour des abus qui ont amené Wétat 
do chases aetitel, 


No.4. 


Earl Corley to Lord Jy Russell —(Received July 27.) 
(No. 981. Confidential.) 
My Loni, Paris, July 28, 1860. 

1 SPOKE, confidentially yesterday to M. Thouvenel upon the propriety, 
with reference to the possibility of European interference in ‘Syria, of G10 
signature by the Great Powers of a Protocol analogous in sense to thst sie 
‘ou the 17th Beptember, 1840, to which your Lordship's confidential dospatch 
No. 725 of tho 23rd instant relates. M."Phonvenel at once adopted the idea, 
and he gave me this afternoon a project of Protocol, of which I have the 
houour to inclose a copy for your Lordship’s consideration. He said, however, 
that I niust consider the communication as confidential, as he had, 

able to tako the Emperor's idea npon it, 





Aceon! les dispositions ultéricures qu'il 
pourrait y avoir liew adopter. Elles 
s‘cntemiront dealement entre elles, das 


Your Lordship will find that 
project of Protocol the declarat 


sts Likewise consigned to this 
by your Lordship, that the 
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ccupation of Syria by foreign troops should cease after the lapse of six 
el ee necemeury as 4 think Tt fa that this engagement should 
be ered into, Lam of opinion that it should be kept secret even from <A 
Porte. My experience of ‘Turkish proceedings leads me to apprehend that i 
it is known by the Porte, that the occupation will cease within a given period, 
ustico will be procrastinated in the hope of escaping its application altogether 
Arith the departure of the troops, while the ‘Turkish Authorities in pr and 
the pative inhabitants, will keep out of the way until they can show themselves 
gee a ee Te any case be advisable not to refer 
to the ibility of a prolonged oce ipation, as M. ‘Thouvenel has done. 
*"Saffiolent unto the day is the evil thereof.” It will be time enough to con- 
sider of prolonging the oceapation when the necessity of doing so shall be 
nee T have; &e, 
(Bigned) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 41, 
Project of Protocol. 


LES Plénipotentlaires de Aésirant établir, conformément 

aux intontions de Tours Cones respectives, lo véritable caractére du concours 

Sublimo Porto aux termes dela Convention conclue en ce jour (ou le 

}, lox sontimenta qui leur ont diet lee clauses de cet ete et lour 

jor désintéressemont, déclarent de In manidre Ja plus formelie que le 
Polaancos Contriciantis n'entendent. poursuvre nl ne _pourivront 

lo Teurs engagomonts aucun ayantage territorial, aucune infucnce 


‘nl arienne concesion torehant Te commerce do loure majets et qui ne 
pourrait (re necordée aux mujets de toutes les autres nations, 


Tix déclarent en outre que sl, contre toute attente, le but que lex 
Puiwane Kail pas atteint dans le dél ix mols, une 
occupation prolongée ne pourrait avoir fiew qu'en vorta d'une nouvel accord, 


No. 42. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —(Receined July 28.) 
(No, 411, Confidential.) 
My Lord, TPherapia, July V7, V800, 
~ THAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of 
tologrum which His Imperial Majesty the Sultan addressed yesterday to Her 
Majesty the Queen, expressing his ‘deep sorrow at the deplorable state of 
adnirx in Syria, and announeing the mensures His Tmperial Majesty had taken 
trevor order a push he gO 
ie Majesty's autograph siguatire iv affixed to tho inclosed transcript 
His Majesty's autograph sg ane 
(Signed) "HL. BULWER 


Inclosure in No. 42, 


‘The Sultan to Her Majesty the Queen. 
(Traduetion.) 
Jégeaphique,) Palais de Delmo-Badjé, te 16 Juillet, 
JE tiens A ce que votre Majid sacho bien vee quelle doulsur js appris 
tes deénements de Syrie. Quelle soit couvaincue que jemploierai tou 
forces pour rétablir Vordre et la sécurité, punir aéverement les coupables quele 
vila alent re justice & tous. Pour quil ne puisse ¥ avoir aucun doute 
Fei rtantions de mon Gouvernement, c'est A ton Mints Ses Aes 
Etrangéres, dont ler principes sont connux du Gouverncn votre Majesté, 
que fai vouln coniler cette importante tission. 





No. 43, 


Sir H. Bulwer fo Lord J. Russell. ~(Received July 28: 
(Xo. 418) #2 = wae) 
My Lord ‘Therapia, July 17, 1360. 

BEFORE this reaches you, your Lordship will be aware of the'extent of 
the calamities which have occurréd in Sy¥ii, atid which I will not undertake to 
say we yet know clearly. 

A ‘despatch from Damascus of the 20:h from Mr. Brant records his 
Conviction that no Alussulman’ movement wonld take place in that city; 
furthor despateh on the 26th stated his beliof shat the-Druses of the Hauran 
Mould retire (0 thoir houses quietly ; but he then spoke of the city as distirbed 
and agitated, and of the Christians being exposed to indignities not of Iate 
years imposed on thon, A despatch which 1 saw to-day, being with Aali 
Pasha when it arrived, dated from Damascus on the 4th h tant, written by 
the Governor, stated that the fown was much quicter than it had been, an 
that nothing serious svemed likely: t6 be approhonted, 

Tn the’ meantinse, | a Telegraphic despatch datod the 7th instant 
haa reached the BR ie that "the Christian quarter Was 
weniled, and that the Russian and French Consuls had retired to the eamp 
oF Abdiel-Kader; whilst a communication dated tho Oth, and brought by a 
French Aron Beyrout, speaks of tiawacres, of the desteuction of the 
houses of overy Consul ‘execpt the British, and of the total annihilation of the 
urkieh authority within the city, "A telegram from Hor Majeaty’s Consul at 
Smyrna repeats the samo informaton, 

‘There can be Tittle doubt that something of the klni reported has taken 
Place, but the details and the extent of tho mischief it has causod have, 1 
think, we yet to be ascertained, 

‘Phe Saltan and thi ish Government aro struck down by this blow, 
which they did not anticipate, and of which they fully foresee the moral 
conrexiences, 

His Imperial Majesty has written a letter to Her Majesty. and to the 
Emperor of the Freuch expressive of his wcntiments, and the Sornskler has 
ananired ie that morv tronps shall be immediately dispatched, 

In the meantime steam communication hax been instituted by the mean 

unll steamers stationed at the principal ilandk between this dnd. Beyrout, 
What can be done here in short ix dont, or sil be done but tx uote teers 
too lato. : 

‘Co considerations are now before us, namely, what has produced the 
recent events, and what is to be done to remedy them. With regard to the 
firs, many porns have in my opinion beon guilty first, the Turks, who did 

nd would not, pay sufficient attention to the representations made to 

1 the position tn which Syria wax vlaced; and, woondly, those who 
have contribnted in one way or another to bring things in Syria to thelr prosent 
yas, 
FoF One vw, psrhaps, ni antzone ew take oe subject, and which 
jn no wise mean to enforce, though it is my duty to present it to your Lordship, 
{s that whieh attributes to the intrigues of the Vieeray of Egypt, to similar 
Joteigtics on he pact of the Maronites and French fanctionaries, and to like 
{ntrigues also on the part of the Rassian Government, all the misfortunes that 

‘ocenrred. 

Parsons who take this view insist on the Viceroy’s visit last yenr to Syria; 
‘on tho cmissaries sent by him into the provinee wince that time; om the viot of 
M, Dentivorlio recently to the Viceroy; on the Viceroy’ conduct, somes 
what suddenly wlopted of late ax to the Suez Canal; on the overbearing 
atitude generally adopted by the French Agents in Syzinz on Frouch arme. 
fouml, 9s it is said, amongst the Maronites in large quantities; and on the 
excitement produced by the recent declarations of the Russian Cabinet ; and 
on the course followed within the last few months by the Maronites themselves, 
Hore, they say, is to be found quite sufficient cause for all that has occurred, 
and for the feelings of indignation and apprehension which rendered the 
Druses desperate, paralyzed the Ottoman Authorities, snd 90 indispoced the 
Mussulmans generally as to lead to their desire to abet rather than, oppose the 
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murderous and plundering tyordes which have disgraced the race to which they 
belonged, at Zahlé, Hasheyih, and. Damascus. 

"Tho persons thu 
described ara accld but others im 
connected with some preconceived design. which, however, has zane beyond 
the intontions of its authors, On the other band, there are others who form 
notions equally extrome as to the ‘Turks. ‘This, they say, has brea nothing 
moro or less than a plot, by which the Ottoman Anthorities meant first to 
destroy the Maronites by the Druses, thon the Drases as the consequences of 
their conduct to the Maronites, and thus finally to establish ‘Turkish sujre- 

wy. ‘Th teuth may perhaps be better found between these two stori 

‘The intrigues and ambitious character of Said Pasha, the ostentatious 
protection given by the French to the Maronite tribe, and the somewhat 
overbonring mannor and tone of different agents, as also the attitude assumed 
by the Rusian Cabinet, have no doubt had’ a considerable infvence in 
producing a feeling of expectancy on one side and of irritation on the other, 
which were likely at any moment to come into conflict. 

On the othor hand, the dislike of the ‘Turks to the independont authority 
of Maronites and. Drutes hag, T doubt not, considerably contributed to their 
want of tinoly interference to prevent the state of things which that inde- 
pendent anthisrity engendered from getting worse. 

‘As to the conduet of higher authorities, such as the Pashas, in not openly 

1g the Druscs, Tam myself disposed to think it proceeded solely, or 

inly, from the fueling that a defeat was likely, and that such defeat 

signal for n general civil insurrection. "This is mo excuse for 

it is on explanation of it. As to the inferior officers, the 

eoniduct of some has been so shamefully the effect of fear or fanaticism, that 

the severest examples should be made amongst them ; as to the mob of soldiers 

or people, the love of pillage and plunder, with want of discipline and 

authority nnd the ancient habits of caste and religion, at once account for the 

cerimen ities committed. So much for the past. Looking to the 
t ity ix to rortoro onder and punish eri 

‘urkish Coniminioner sont i perhaps tho best man that could be 

found tor tho duty entrusted to him; at all events his reputation justifies this 

hellet. [have been active in urging the sending of more troop, and theugh 1 

hardly beliove what the Seraskior told mo the day before yesterday, that there 

aro afready 25,000 mon, I should trust there i already considerable force, 

whic, as I have sald, will be ineremed, 

"The subsoqnent settlement of the country Is the more difficult affule, and 
Lspenk af It with lew confience Deennse Thee no local experience, It 
anpeure to mo that the independent Governments of the Mountain. are 
Incompatible with order and society: that one Government should be 
established in Sysia, and that Govorament ameliorated. A’ Commis 
which Enropeane aequainted with administration and finance should 
vat, might bo appointed, and, ax the result of ite inquiries, certain refirms, 
[rctuding tribunals pace, justice ta the distribution of taxes might or should 
tako place. 

Thenve of anything’ of this general kind’ being dete 


ed upon, however, 


Fshoold be glad t your Lordship’s permission to visit the country, 


nel tlie mature my notions on the spot, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) H. L, BULWER, 





No. 44. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received July 28.) 
(No. 990.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 2 
T HAVE. tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
telegram dated 2.54 vesterday. . 
[saw M, Thouvenel this afternoon with a view of inducing his Excellency 
to agree that the troops to bo sent to Syria should not be disembarked except 
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at the demand of Fuad Pasha. I could not prevail upon his Excellency to 
make further concessions on this point than that which your Lordship will have 
found in the amended draft of Convention transmitted to you yesterday, and 
which establishes the necessity of an understanding between the French 
Commander-in-chief in Syria’and the Porte’s Extraordinary Commissioner. 
M.Thonvencl declared that he could not consent {o leave Frerich troops coped 
up in ships in that hot climate, until it might please Fuad Pasha to remove 
thems, nor, the troops once Innded, could he abandon their future operations 0 
be decided on by a Turkish anthority. 

1 said that 1 did not understand your. Lerdship's proposal to have the 
extension which M, Thouvenol attributed to it, but Her Majesty's Government, 
L added, desired that the Sultan's authority shonld berespected within his own 

‘ops should appear at least to arrive at the 


avencl replied that this was made sufficiently clear by the preamble 

He wished 10 do no violence to the Sultan's rights of 
sovereignty, but he could not put Fronch troops under the direetion of a 
Turkish Pasha, If the condition I had mentioned was insisted upon, the 
Emperor wonkt abandon the project of sending. troops, 

White the conversation was going on, M. ‘Thouvenel received a telegram 
from M. de Lavalette, stating that instractions had been transtitted by tele- 
graph sosterday ‘Turkish Ambassador in. Paris, authorizing 

jating on tho two conditions which were 

in my despatch No, 062 of tho 26th 

It world appear from this that the Porte no longer asks that Fuad 
roquisitien shonld be attended to, 

With regard to the ether matters mentioned in. your Lordship’s (elegram, 
T hope that the sceond may be facilitated now that Achwiet Effendi wilt have 
reexivod hin fi ‘The principle of the thied is, ax your Lordship now 
Knows, agrood to, as also the siguature 0: a Protocol sitnilar to that of the 17th 
September, 1840, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 45, 


Lord J. Russell ¢o Earl Cowley. 
(No. 747.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 28, 1800, 

TAM now enabled to give you the opinion of Her Majesty's Government 
respecting the Convention relating to the expedition to Syria, 

‘Tho main points appear to be the necessity of ebtaining the agent of the 
Porte explicitly given to the interveotion of foreign troops in one of tho 
provinces of the Sult the equal necessity term at the end 
of which snch forvign intervention is 10 Ceuse 

orstand from your despatch No 90 of the 27th instant, that the 

‘cr 10 the admission of foreign troops in Syria. ‘The term of six 

# shoud be specitied either in the Treaty, orin a separate Protocol which 
should not be kept secret. 

"The publicity of this provision is necessary for the justification of Her 
Majesty"« Governisent in the eyes of the English nation, 

‘The Protocol renouncing all views of separate advantage, territorial or 

ucnice, should be signed on the same day ne 


ratifications shonld be exchanged as soon as possible, and those of 

the Powers nearest at hand might be exchanged before the ratifications of the 
more distant Powers are reecived. 

With respect to the terms of the Convention, I'send you a memorandim. 

i vents which it is very desirable to introduce. ‘They preserve 

the Sultan, and keep future stipulations for future con- 


It is to be hoped that the measures now taken may vindicate the rights of 
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hymanity, so cruclly outraged in Syria, and at the same time tend to maintain 
odor a chediene Sa tbe Gontaioe Of ip Baliga # 


Be. 
(Signed) “5. gusseta. 


Toclosure in No. 46, 


Amendmonte suggested in Proposed Treaty respecting the Employment of European 
Troope in Syria, 


Preamble: To add, “and he Sultan having asked the acti 
hin Allies for this purpose,” Such a recital would bring 
within dntornntional 
ried as applying to the 
be “the fe ie 


1.—No observation. # fmoiédiatoment " ia properly loft ont. 
—" Immédiatoment™ should be equally teft out here. 

Article HL—The last paragragh ought to leave more explicitly the 

sommand and distribution of the Ottoman troops to the Ottoman Authorities ; 
haps the omission of the-word * dgalement” would improve the scutence 
till {t leaves the employment of tho Turkish troop to bo determined 

Feonch Commander, which the Turks might well object to. Wo 

botter to omit this paragraph altogether, oF to make it reciprocal, by saying 

tho Turk shall communionte with the Frenchman ax well as the Frenchman 

with the Turk? 

Article 1V.—Amended version would do, omitting the word “ main 
which indicates on occupation of any indefinite duration, 

Article V.—'his Article seems to open a misty prospect ; why contemplate 
ulterior measures, and what are they, and where to be applied? Esa 
the day.” Jf freah nocomitios should arise, Fresl negotiations would be as 
practicuble ax tho prosent ono, 

It would bo better to confine this Article to the latter engagement, that 
tho Powers **s'entontront pour fixer le momont,"" So. and without saying 
“ dés que le but en sora atteint,” which would admit of preliminary differences 
of opinion; but thero should certainly be an Article xing the say at ax 
months. 

Article Vi—"Par tons les mosens en son pouvoir should be lett out, us 
redundant and unnecessary, unless they were intended as a foundation for 
demunids not now pat forward. 


—_———_—____ 
No. 4. 


Lorit J. Russell o Earl Cowley. 
(No.T48,) i 
My basis : a Foreign Office, July 28, 1860. 

WITH respect to the proposal of Russia, referred to in your despatch 
No. 980 of the. 26h instant, to ineort a declaration in favour of Cartas 
generally in the Convention relating to the expedition to Syria, T have to 
instruct your Excellency to object to it, ax altogether going beyond the present 
gecasion; and if the Russian Ambassador presses it, you will refuse 19 sign a 
Convention oF Protocol in which any Article to that effect i contained. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 


-_—_—_—_— OO 


No. 47. 


Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell Received July 30, 
(No, 422,) i ae 730) 
My Lord, Vienna, July 26, 1860, 

1 HAD the honour to receive on the 19th instant your Lordship's telegram 
of the previous day, informing me that Her Majesty's Government woul not 
abject to the landing of French or Austrian troops in Syria, if necesary, 
according to the terms of » Convention to be agreed npon between the Porte 
and the Allied Powers, and dat jt was the intentian of Hor Majesty's 
Government not to land troops, but to havo n strong force of Marines on the 
const. 

J lost no time in bringing the substance of your Lordship's telegram 10 
the knowledge of Count Rechberg. 

His Excelloney appeared 19 concur in the general view taken by Hor 

nmont, and expressed his opinion of the desirabloness that a 
complete understanding should exist between. the Great Powers on all matters 
relating to the East, as he considered that on this good understanding would 
depend a satisfacrory solation of the prosent diticultios and the maintenance 
of pence, 

exprossed his wish to act entirely in concert with Her Majesty's 
ernment on this question, and he repeated to me that the Commander of 

Austrian squadron wonld be strictly enjoined to act in unison with the 

nmander of Her Majesty's naval forces 

T have, Se. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 


No, 48, 


Lord A, Loftus to Lord J, Russell.—(Received July 30.) 

(No. 423.) 

My Lord, Vienna, July 26, 1860. 
HE Marquis dle Moustier informed me on Friday Inst, the 20th instant, 
had, in aceordance with instructions from his Government, submitted 

z, on the previons day, two prropemitions on the affairs of 

Syria, Tind invited the adhesion of the Imperial Government, 

*Phow propositions, os your Lordship will have been alrondy infoemed, 
relate to: Ist, the appointment of a Mixed Commission for Inquiry into the 
sangulnary excesses which had taken placo in Syria, with a viow to punish the 
perpetrators of them, and to devise measures to prevent their recurronce ; and, 
Qnd, a mecting of the Representatives of the Groat Powers at Paris, to 
concert mearures for a military intervention to protect their own mbjects, as 
well aa the Christian population, 

Count Rechberg expressed his desire to be informed of tho opinions of 
Her Majesty's Government on these proposals. His Excellency stated that 
hhe was not opposed to a military intorvention, if it should be necessary, and 
if it wero to be provigualy rogilated by meats of & Conveation ‘bntwos the 
Powers and the Porte; sor did his Excellency entertain any objection to the 
app nt of & mixed Commission for the purposes specified, provided that 
wich a cours ehould previously receive the sanction of the Porte, His Exeel- 
lency informed mo at the samo time that the Atatrian Government were not 
Aisposed to send ony military forces, but that they would readily participate 
by sending a reinforcement of two ships of war to the const of Syria, 

Previous to making the communication referred to, the Marquis de 
Monstier placed in Count Rechberg’s hands copy of a circular despateh from 
M, Thouvenel, dated the 16th instant, which had been likewise addressed to 
the Cabinets of London, St, Petersburgh, Berlin, and (I believe) Madrid. "Phis 
despatch was explanatory of the opinions of the French Government on the 
late sad events which liad occurred in Syria, and of the course which the 
Eqyperor Napoleon deemed it desirable to purse, 

v 


e, Se. 
(Signed) ’ AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 
L 
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No, 49. 


Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell —(Received July 30.) 
(No, 424.) 
‘My Lord, Vienna, July 26, 1860, 

I COMMUNICATED to Count Rechberg oa the 22nd instant the 
substance of your Loriship’s telegram of the previous day, stating that Her 
‘Majesty’s Government considered a Convention with the Porte as necessary to 
rr anexpedition of European troops to Syria, and that they likewise 
agreed in principle to the French propositions. 

His Excellency informed me that he had sent instructions to Prince 
Metternich, authorizing him to attend any Conference at Paris on the affairs 
of S He read to me the telogram which he had addressed on this subject 
to Prince Metternich, which was to the following effect, viz., that the Austrian 
Government adhered to the French proposals for the appointment of a Mixed 
Commission to inquire into the circumstances of the late excesses in Syria, 

vided that the Porte should give thereto its sanction, and for an, Eu 
intervention, if the necessity for it should be proved (**constaté"), and if the 
Porto should agree to it. 

Count Rechberg then informed me that he had received an important 
communication from the Rawian Minister. M. de Balabine had been instructed 
by Princo Gortehakoff to submit to the Imporial Government a clause which it 
‘was tho intention of the Russian Government to propose should be inserted in 
the projected Convention between the Powers nd the Porte in the affairs of 

in, Thin clause was to the effect that the Powers should concert with “ the 

ete for the protection of the Christians in the Provisices of European Turkey, 
‘and that « term should be fixed for the adoption of such measures ax would be 
doomed necessary to correct the present abuses of the Administrative Govern- 
pent, and further that, if any bloody (*sanglants’) disturbances should arise, the 
Powers in. accordance with the Porto should be anthorized to intervene i the 
fame manner as they should be authorized to do in. Syria by: the propowed 
Convention." 

Count Rechberg stated that he was fully alive to the dangerous tendency 
of this proposal, but that it might also bo regarded as affording some security 
for the future (“qu'il avait awmi aon bon coté"), On rollection he was of 
opinion that it would eatablish both now and horeafter the necemity for a com. 
munity of action among all the Powers, and thi restrain any isolated inter- 
Yention on the part of any one of them. 

Ih this light he considered the Risian proposals ax offoring a safeguard 
for the future, and he was therefore dipoved 10 view it favourably. At the 
samo time ho thought that enution wax required, and that the consequences 
which might rite from ite nee Il bo maturely considered, as 
it was difhicult to see what ulterior designs might be concealed behind this 
ncroen. 

He accordingly requested moe to inquire of your Lordship the views and 
opinions of Her Majexty* Government on thie suject 

On the receipt of Your Lordship’s telegram of the 23rd instant, in roply to 
thin trys L immediately informed Count Rechberg that Majesty's 
Govornment could not wlmit the clause proposed by Prince Gortchakotl, that 
it appeared to them to oper the door to fresh intervention, and that it would 
be better to wait till the ease to be dealt with arose, 1 further communie 
cated to his Exeolloney the substances of the remainder of your Lardship’s 
tologeam. 

FCaniat Rechbers, who Was on the eve of his departure with the Emperor 
for Topltz, charged Hazon Koller to reply to,me that if ube report that order 
had boon re-established in and that a Treaty fad been signed between 
the Druses and Maronites, should be confirmed, he considered that neither a 
Convention nor an intervention would be necessary, and that, consequently, the 
Rusdian proposal would full to the ground. 

But his Excellency stated that if-all the other Powors should adhere to the 
Riasian clause he was disposed {0 do so likewise, On this point [am inclined 
to think that Count Rechberg is not anxious to put himself unnecessarily forward 
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epposion to Russa, but tha wil rather follow inthe wake ofthe majority 
Great Powers, 


in 
of 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No. 50. 


Lord A. Loftus to Lora J, Russell (Received July 30.) 
(Bo. 425,) 
My Lord, Vienna, July 26, 1860, 

THE Marquis de Moustier called on me yesterday, and informed me that 
he had just communicated to Baron Koller the draft ‘of a Convention to be 
entered into between the Powers and the Porte to regulate the intervention of 
European troops in Syria. 

Bis Excellency vated, (hat thi project. of Convention was based'on the 
two French ‘tions which had been adhered to by all the Powers, with the 
exception of Prussia, from whom, owing to the absence of the Prince Regent 
and of Baron Schleinitz from Berlin, no answer had been yet received, 

In reply to my inquiry whether there was any limit stated therein to the 
number of the troops to be employed, bis Bxcollecy said, that the number wat 
left in blank, to be filled up when the Representatives met at Paris. 

‘This project of Convention was forwarded yesterday to Count Rechberg to 
Toplitz. It is probable that no reply will be given on this subject until bis 
Excellency’s return to Vienna on Satarday next. 

In speaking to Baron Koller on the nature of this Convention, he observed, 
that there was # clause stipulating that. the expenses of the foreign intervene 
tion would have to be defrayed by the Porte; and his Execllency appeared to 
consider this ax a heavy charge on a country for foreign intervention, wholly 
unsolicited on its part. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 


No. 51. 
Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell. —(Reeeived July 30.) 


Berlin, July 23, 1800, 

BARON SCHLEINITZ mentioned to mo to-day, that he had just heard 
ftom Paris that the Porte had signified their acquiescence in the project of 
Convention proposed by the French Government on the subject of the intended 
military intervention in Syria; and he asked me if T knew what were the 
opinions of Her Majesty's Government respecting this atlair. 1 replied, that 
your Lordship had sent for my information the copy of a despatch which 
You had addressed to Hatl Cowley on the 28rd instant, and that F'woutd’ road 
it to him. 

Baron Schleinits thanked me for this communication, and said that he was 
very glad to know the opinion of Her Majesty's Government on some of the 
Articles of the p Convention, and that be entirely agreed with the 
observations which your Lordship had made to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Paris. I'may add, that his Excellency seemed to essential to fx a 
term for the period of the occupation ; and he disapproved equally with Her 
Majesty's Government of the idea of rendering the Porte linble to the expenses 
of the French expedition 

Baron Schleinitz asked if your Lordship had written to me on the subject 
of an Additional Article proposed by Rassia, the object of which was to render 
the circumstances of the intended intervention in Syria exealiy appticable to 
the Provinces of Eu ‘Turkey, as he understood that Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris d his disapproval of the insertion of such an 
a Article ithe proposed Convention, answered that Twas uninformed on 
this point, His icy then said that he was inclined to come round to 
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it Rechberg’s opinion respecting the Russian l, for he thought it 
right tod. to geevenkralber than (5 cocourage the leclatod action of Hascia In 
Baoan Tere have, &. 
(Signed) ” BLOOMFIELD. 





No, 62. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 1) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 0, 1860. 

THER Majesty has selected your Lordship to repro nt the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Troland inthe Comm hich is about to be appointed 
10 inquire into tho late lamentable events in Syria, 

‘our Lordship will proceed at once to Constantinople, and there obtain 
jour instructions from Sir Henry Bulwer. Her Majesty's Ambassador will 
araish you with all the preliminary {nformation necessary to the due discharge 
of your flunetfons, 
‘the ee abject of the Commission will be to obtain security for the 
ffature peace of Syria. 

But internal poaco cannot be obtained without a speedy, puro, and 
Impartial administration of justice. ‘Those who suller wrong, and soe that 
wrong committed with impunity, tako punishment into thoir own hands, or 
rather subatitute revenge for duo and egal retribation. ’ 

‘You will pay respect to the uuthorities named by tho Sultan, and you will 
always ear i mind that in territorial acquisition bo excliive Infuence, no 
‘wparate commercial advantage is sought by Her Majesty's Government, ‘nor 
mhould be acquited by any of the Great Powers, 

1 will transmit to you a copy of the Convention respeeting Syria ax soon 
as it is signed at Paris, 

Tam, &e, 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL, 


No, 53. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 

(Wo. 2) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 31, 1860, 

T HAVE informed your Lordship in my despatch of yesterday's date, that 

‘will receive instructions from Her Mojésty’s Ambusadlor at Constantinople 
hr you guidance in Syria, and 1 have now to esire that your reports maybe 
addressed £0 Sir EL. Bilwer, who will forward them to a 

If your Lordship, however, should at any time havo an opportunity of 
sending’ letters to this country, ‘you may send to mo, direct, copies of your 
roports to Sir HL, Bulwer. 

Mr. Meda, of this office, will be attached to your Lordship’ Mision, 
and you will employ him in such manner as you may think desirable for the 
benelit of the public sorvive, 


am, &c. 
J. RUSSELL. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Foreign Office, July 31, 1880. 
ORMED your Excellency by my telegram of the 28th instant that 
mietinaskrwoai be stat ick Cis Soentey to set as cin Coos 


a 


Thave now to acquaint you that Lord Dufferin has been selected for this 
service, and that he has been directed to proceed in the first instance to 
Constantinople, in order that he may learn from your Excellency the manner 
in which the duties assigned to him ean best be ‘performed for the benefit of 
the public service. 

T have accordingly to desire that your Excelleney will furnish Lord 
Dafforin, in communication and concert with the Sulian's Ministers, with 
instructions for his guidance, and I transmit to you copies of the letters which 
Thaye addressed to him regarding his temporary appointment 

Tam, &. 
(Bigned) "J, RUSSELL, 





No. 55. 
M. Musurus to Lord J. Russell —(Received July 31.) 


Londres, le 30 Juillet, 1860, 

“AMBASSADEUR blime Porte & Londres vient de recevoir de 

ton Gouvernement une dépiche télégraphique qu'il ost invité A communiquer A 
sou Excellence Lord John Russell 

Diapriss cotte dépiche, qui 7 Juillet, Sa Majosté Impériale 

Je Sulta: sur Ia demande de ['Angleterre et de la France, autorisé son Ambas- 

mdeur i Faris A nigocier et & signer une Convention avec lex Pulsiancos, 

Telativement A I'envoi d'un corps de troupes en Syric, wi tel est leur commun 


A cotte occasion, Ia Sublime Porto déclare que, xi elle a adopt cotte 
cision, c'est pour donner A aes Allides une preuve de sa confianed, et do won 
loyal désir do répeimer lon désordres quelle déplore plus quo personne, 

Tontefois, elle n'a pas Inimé ignorer aux Représentante de France ot 
Angleterre it Constantinople tous les inconvénients ot tous les dangers que 

rait amener une intervention de cette nature, Elle lour a fait observer quo 

rivée de troupes Gtrangirex sur -un point du territoire Ottoman pourrait, 
dan bout A Manteo de Empire, éveiller ches les différentes populations des 
acntiments differents, dovt lew ‘isultats pourralent sdeveatr: of be pout plus 
désastreas. En effet, la partic tarbalonte dex populations Chestionnes, inter. 
Prétant In rénolution des Paixances comme une assistance on leur favenr contre 
lex Musuimans, pourrait ve lainer aller A des exeds. D'un autro odté, cous. 
entre lex Musulmans qui ne sont pas en état d'apprdcior los véritables: inten- 
tions de l'Europe, désespirds ot itritén do se voir traités avoc tant de méfiance, 
Par cola seul que les Druscs ot une poignée de malfaiteurs qui n'ont de Muxul: 
Fun que lo nom qu'ila portent 40. sont pormis des nctes quiila réprouvent eux= 
mimes, pourraient ripondro a cos oxcds par d'autres excia. Il gat dvident que 
Aes malheurs qui neraient capable d'amener un pareil état de choxes, rallumeraient 
des haines que le Gouvernement fait tout sn possible pour éteindre, 

De plus, une fois ldéo répanduc parmi lex populations Musulmanes que te 
Gouvernement appelle des forces étrangéres pour punir sos co-roligionnairos, 
Vautorité xoureraine perdrait en pattie #on prestige a leurs yous. 

¢ pris les mesures les plus propees a 
et ayant envoys le Ministre des Affaires Btran- 
dn, ont convainen quo, par Tide de Dieu il ext 
on état de riprimer soul le divordre ot de chitier lex coupables 

En com rte. ne voit age 
une mesre i mi, en tout 

Ba Masta 
Imperiale le Sulta 

La Sublitne Porte expire que ces observations franches et loyalos seront 
Prises cn sérieuse considération par le Gouvernement de Sa) ge Britann que; 
¢t c'est dane cet espoir quielle lex a communiquées 3 MM. les Représentants, 
vi lai ont promis de les transmettre A leurs Cours respeetives. 

Agniex, &e. 
Bignd) MUSURUR 





Mu 
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No. 56. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 1.) 
(No. 1,002.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 30, 1860. 

LHIAD the honour to receive yesterday morning your Loniship’s despatch 
No. 747 of the precoding day, containing instructions for my guidance with 
respect to the Convention relating to the expedition to Syria. 

Veli Effondi having also received his instructions, and the remaining 
Representatives of the Five Powers being in possession ‘of the sentiments of 
theie. respective Governments, M, Thouvenel requested us to meet again in 
Conforence, ‘The meeting took place this afternoon, and resulted in the 
adoption of an amended project, a copy af which I have the honor to inclose. 
‘Tho passages in red denote the modifications introduced into the original 
roject 
PeleMty colleagues, at M, Thonvenol'« inquiry, expressed their readiness to 
place their initinlsto this project. 1 peeferred submitting i for your Lordahip's 
Consideration, and T-resyueat you to let me kniow, with as litle delay as possible, 
whether it is the pleasore of Her Majesty's Government that T should give 
theirmanction to it. I find that my colleagues are none of them in possession of 
the fhll powora necessary to sign a Convention, and ax some Kittle time must 
elapse before they can receive them, M.'Thouvonel asked whether the Con 
Yention might not be acted upon as soon as tho initials of the Plenipotentiaries, 
who concluded it, should bo affixed to it 

My colleagues expressed their asent. I again requested permission 10 
await your Lordship’s directions, 


Tncloaure in No. 66. 
Amended Project of Protocol. 


LES Plénipotentiniros de , désirant tablir, conformément aux 
intentions de leurs Cours roxpectives, le véritable carnetire du concours prété & 
la Sublime Porte aux termes de la Convention conelue en eo jour (ou le) 
Jes acntiments qui leur ont dicté lex clauses de ect nete et leur entier désinté 
rowementy, déelarent do Ia manidre la plus formelte que les Puisances 
Contractanten n'entendent poursuivre ni ne poursuivront dans l'exéeution de 
Tours engagements, aucun avantage territorial, aucune influence exclusive, ni 
fanctine concession touchant le commerce do leurs mujets et qui ne pourrait étre 
accordée aux sijets de toutes les autres nations. 

‘Néannoing fla ne peuvent se siparer sane rappeler ici les netes emants 
da Sultan dont Article IX du Traité du 30 Mars, 1850, a coostaté la haute 

sana exprimer le prix que leurs Cours respectvesatachent ce que, 
‘conformément aux promesses solennelles de la Sublime Porte, il soit pris des 
mesures administratives sérieuses pour Vamélioration du sort des populations 
Chrétionnes de tout rite de l'Empire Ottoman, 

Le Plénipotentiaire de la Sublime Porte Ottomane prend acte de cette 
déclaration dos Représentants des Hautes Puissances Contractantes, et 50 
charge de la transmettre & sa Cour. 





No. 87, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received August 1.) 

(Bo. 1,008.) ‘ 

My Lord, Paris, July $1, 1860, 
TAS at the Conference held on the 26th instant the Turkish Ambassador had 

declared himself to be without the necessary instructions to enable him to assent 

te the occupation of Syria by foreign troops, I thought it advisable, after 
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receiving your Lordship’s despatch No. 747 of the 23th instant, and before 
. Thoavenel of the opinions of Her 


disposed to ask for or to admit of the occupation by foreign troops of a part of 
the Sultan's dominions. Accordingly 1 saw Vefyk Effendi carly yesterday 
‘morning 

His Excellency said that he was empowered to sign a Convention with the 


that he might understand fully the nature of the obligations which he was 
upon to contract in the name of his Government. He desired, theretore, 
the number of mon to be sent should be speeified, and that the period for thelr 
roturn should be fixed. He understood that it was only intended in the first 
instance to send 6,000 French soldiers, but if thik umber wax to be 
added to by troops furnished by other Powers ax the project of Protocol ron~ 
dered possible, he wished to be assured that the Porte should be consulted 
peels with the other Powers in the designation of those troops. He con- 
sidered that 1 ovement of the troops to be landed in Syria should take place 
Without previous intination to the Purte’s Extraordiniry Commissioner, and 
hbo desired that it should be distinetly specified in the ast Article, that the 
Porte should not be called upon to defray any of the expenses causod by, or 
jing out of, the wants of the expedition, But Vefyk Efondi gave me 
distincily to understand that his Government was 10 convinced of the friendly 
dispositions of Her Majesty's Govert that he whould be ready to sign any 
Convention which might meet with their approbation. 

Having thus ascertained the sontiments of the Porte's Representative, 1 
waited on M, Thouvenel, and after a long conversation, during which he 
evinced considerable reluctance to adopt several of the modifications which, 
either in pursuance of your Lordship’s instructions or of the wishes expromod 
to me by Votyk Effendi, I proposed, we came to an understanding upon a 
project in an amended form, which he agreod to accept in Conference, [again 
saw Vefyk Effendi before the Conference took place, and ho expremed hinwelf 
satisfied with the project, provided that certain questions which he intencled to 
pat should be answered in a satisfactory manne 

Tho principal objections which hid been eaised by M. ‘Thouvencl wore 
to any modification of Articlo Ill, defining the relative positions of the 
‘Torkish Commissioner Extraordinary and the French Commander-in-clief, to 
the fixation of the period of occupation, and to the Introduction of a clause 
{nto Article VI, absolving the Porte from all expenses arising from tho 
troops of occupation, M. Thouvencl considered. that the last proposal was #0 
objectionable, ax implying a doubt of the intentions of the French Government, 
that the Turkish Ambasador abandoned it. 

The Conforenco wet at 3 ovelock, when the Convention wax agreed to 
dy the Plenipotentiaries in the amended form xhown in. the inclosnre to my 
Aespatch No, 1,002 of yesterday's date. ‘Theso modifications having been 
settled beforehand, there was but little discussion of the different clauses. 

With reapect’ to Article I, M. Thouvonel observed, that if it should 
be found necessary to angenent the army of occupation he hoped that the 
other Powers would be found ready tu turnish their coutingents, for that he 
Was most anxious that this should not be considered in the light of a French 
‘expedition, but that the French Government was, us it were, delegated by 
Barope to nndetak it inthe fit instance, 

Prussian Plenipotentiary remarked with reference to Article IV, that 
the word *promettent” bound fis Government to send a naval foree to the 
coasts of Syria, a promise which it might not be posible for them (o realise, 
Hie asked that this expreaion should be modified, bot as the French Plenipo- 
tentiary held to the fulfilment of this engngement by the other Powers, and as 
it was considered inconvenient to omit the name of Prussia altogether, I recom 
mended Prince Reuss to consign his observation to a Protocol, as it would 
probably be found necessary to sign an instrument of that nature, 
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‘The attention of the Turkish Plenipotentiary had been called to of 
the intention of the Grock Government to sead troops to Syria, and he eon- 
sidered it necessary to declare that his Government would protest, and if 
necessary would oppose by force, any falfilment of such intention. ‘The other 
Plenipotontinries, one and all, declared that, in their opinion, no foreign troope 
could eater the Sultan's dominions without the express consent of the Sovere! 
bat M. Thouvenet said that he monde an. exception in cases where immediate 
danger threntened. Supposing, suid his Excellency, a massacre were to take 
place at Smyrna, foreign ships of war would be justified in landing troops o 
faeamen for the protection of their Consuls and countrymen, Vetyk Blteud 
id not dissent from this doctrine I said that the ‘Turkish Ambassador’ 
observation wonld also find a proper place in a Protocol 

M. Thouvonel took occasion to aay, that although, ia the opinion of the 
Imperial Government, six months would more than suffice for the restoration 
of tranquillity in Syria, and that the troops of occupation might well be bronight 
awny withit’ that time, vot that cireumstances might arise over which tho 
Frerich Government could have no control, each as iliness amoug the troops, 
‘or continaal bad wewtlier, on a very expowed coast, which could. physically 
prevent tho fulfilment of Article V. Unforason events even might occur 
to rondor a prolongation of the occupation neceesry. [ obscrved that, with 
rmgand to tho {wo first contingencies, nobody could be expected to-do that which 
‘was impossible, an that with reset to the third, thero was always the puomi 
bility of summoning « fresh Conforvace, 





No. 08, 


Hart Cowley to LordS. Russello—(Recrized Aupust 1.) 
(No, 1,005, Confidential.) 
My Lori, Paris, July $1, 1860, 
DURING the interview which I had with M. Thouvencl yesterday morne 
ing, of which a report is given in my preceding despatch, his Ex spree said 
that the Russian Government appeared determined not to permit 
sentative to sign the tion relative to the expedition to Syri 
general declaration rexpecting the Christians in ‘Turkey, which his’ Excellency 
‘had communicated to me, wud which wax inclosed in my despatch No. 950 af 
the 26th instant, should ‘be assented to by the romaining Great Powers. Ho 
had done his best at 8¢. Petersburgh, he said, to induce the Ruwian Govern 
ment to abandon this proposal, but he had unfortunately fhiled. ‘The Austeinn and 
Prussian Roprosentatives had received instruetions to support it, ond he hime 
well, while exprosing bis rogret that the Russian Government should. have 
brought it forward at this moment, should ho obliged to admit that the sitte, 
tion of the Christian subjects of the Porte ealled for ameliaration. He hoped, 
therefore, that I was in @ position to take a aimilar line, y 
hat_my Instructions were positive, and that 1 would take no part 
ing, much less in amonting to, the introduction of ‘the 
Rexian proposal into the Convention, ar even into.a' Protocol. 

M. "Thoovencl said that ho feared that under these circumstances the 
Conrontion would come to an untimely end; and he asked me to ascertain 
whether Hor Majesty's Government would not consent to a more modified 
declaration, in order to mout the wishex of Russia. 1 begged M. Thouvene) to 
addroes himsel? to M. de Persigny, obsorying that sy instructions wore wo positive 
that it would not be proper in me to seek to change them ; but his Excellency 
replied, that this question not having been. treated in any of his iexpatehes to 
ML de Hersigny, a lng explanation woul be required to make him understand 
it, and li aguls appealed to me. 

I gave a reluctant consent, andaddremed to your Lordship, in consequence, 
the telegram dated 1°15 raat. yesterday. T trust’ that, ander the cireumstances, 
your Londibip will not disapprove ty having corpliod with M. Thoovenc) 
request, 

“WT: moay fomath, thot. friend. of mina bay. toon the Jolagramn sent Lo tho 


Due de Montebello, enjoining him to use all his efforts to induce Prince 
Gortchakoff to desist from his proposal, and I have myself seen that Ambas- 
sador’s reply; and I have reason to think, from the contents of these two 
documents, that M. Thonvenel has done what depended on him to prevent the 
Russian proposal from being brought forward, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 59. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received August 1.) 
(No, 1,006, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 31, 1860, 

AFTER the project of Convention to which 1 have alluded in my doxpatch 
No. 1,003 of this day's date, had been discussed and adopted by the Conference 

tenday, M. Thouvenel informed the Representatives assembled, that the 
fussian Ambassador had a proposal to make to them, General Kisseloff then 
stated that he had received orders from his Government to ask that an Article 
plying its stipulations to other parts of 
the Sultan's dominions where the Clnistians tight want sixilar protection 
but that if this proposal should meet with insuperable objections, he was 
charged to invite the Plenipotentiaries to consign to a Protocol a declaration 
which he road, and which is identic with that inclosed in my dexpateh No. 080 
of the 26th instant. Gener! Kisscleff added, that unless one ot other of these 
propositions wore adopted, he would be precluded by his instructions from 
signing the Convention, 

‘The Turkish Ambassador declared that he must protest at onec, and in the 
most formal manner, against the proposal ; nay more, if it was pe ir 
oust refuse to xign the Convention, He characterised the proposal 
attack upon the independence of his Sovereign, and as feaught with 
only to the Turkish Empire, but, from the consequences Which ite 
might entail, to Europe in general, 

M, Thouvenel dispated with some warmth the right of the Turkish Ploni- 
potentiary to protest in the name of his Government without a previous 
reference to Constantinople; and he exclaimed against the declaration of that 
functionary, that if the Russian proposal was persisted ia he would not sign the 
Convention 

Toaid that tho Turkish Plenipotentiary must be better acquainted than 
we could be with his duties towards hix own Government, and that I could well 
understand his hositating to aig 
pation of a part of hix Bovereign’ 
was further sought to apply to of npire, 

Feould agree to neither of the Russian propositions. My instructions did not 
contemplate them in any way; they had boon drawn up with reference to a 
specific and not to a general question. 

After some further conversation, General Kisseloft moilified his proposal iv 
the following manner: that a Protocol should bo drawn up and signed, s¢ance 
tenante, to which his propositions should be consigned, with a request that the 
Plenipotentiaries would submit them for the consideration of their respective 
Governments; that the expedition to Syria should be proceeded with in the 

‘and the general question be left open for disea 

hat I regretted that I could not acquiesce in thix proposal; T could 
not sign any Protocol which contained matter foreign to the apocial caxe for 
which we bad been convened, nor could I he the chan a 
Lordship the proposals of the Russian Cabinet, which ought to be made from 
Government to Government. I could not why the Russian Pleni- 
potentinry shoald consent to the departure of the expedition, and yet refiise to 
sign the Convention which would alone sanction the expedition itself. But the 
most extraordinary nation I bad ever heard of, was that of applying the stipu- 
lations of a Convention framed for a special purpose in an extensive sense, and 
that too while the Convention project nly, it not having yet becn 
signed; for, in fact, the Russian Plenipotentiary, if 1 understood his ‘proposal 
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rightly, would hind thé PoWoéS to apply to Turkey in genetal the stipnlations 
which he refused to sign when applicable to Syria oniy. 

M. Thonvenel seid; that he thought that I could not efuse to sign a Pro- 
tocol rehearsing: what find passed in a Conference; I right of course make 
what observations I pleased upott any proposal made, they would be equally 
consigne to the Ptotocol. 1 replied, that by consenting to sign such a Protocol 
1 should be aiding in giving publicity to a proposal which Her Majesty's 
Government considered objectionable ; that, in fact, as soon as the discussion of 
the Convention had been finished, I should’ have been justified in taking my 
doparturo, and that if, from a feeling of courtesy, [had remained, T did not 
considor myself in the least bound to pat my name to a document recounting 
what had passed after the Conference, ns far as I was concerned, was over. 
In truth, we wero all placed in a most awkward position by the proceedings 
of tho Ressian Plenipotentiary, for wo could mot finish a work which the 
Franch Government thought of the greatest importance, unless we consented 
(0 take into ont consideration questions irrelevant to the case before ts. 

‘M. Thowvencl admitted that the Russian Government, no doubt without 
intending it, was the cause of the stand-alill to which we were redaced, and he 

juested General to represent to his Government what had oceurred, 
and to ask thaun to desist trom thete proposal. 

‘The Austrian and Prussian Plenipotentiaries took but little part in the 
discussion. ‘They, ierely announced their readiness to aceede to the Russian 

sropoeal. 
PPT ahould add, that. the whole discumion passed in perfoct good tomper, 
thongh it may perhaps appear otherwise to your Lordship, when reading this 
summary necount of it. 

3 Thave &e. 


Gigned) —- COWLEY. 


No. 60. 


Lordt J, Russell to Sir HI. Bulwer. 
(No, 986,) 
Sir, Foreiyn Office, Auguit 1, 1860, 
‘THE paper of which the inelosed is a copy, was bronght to me by 
M, Mowuras.* 
1 ara Balen cera ae wal aol ot 1s atcad 
foreign ogcupation. Nothing but the extreme misconduct of the 
Pash and the ‘Vurkish troops in Syria could Dave induced Her Ma 
Government to consent to the proposal of France ; and even the maxaiore 
the Lebanon might have been left to the vigilant justice of Fuad Pasha, find 
not the disnatrous news from Damascus shown that even in ono of the principal 
cities of the Empire the Turkish Authorities were incapable of protecting tho 
lives of Christians, Whether the failure arose from want of power or want of 
will, the want of security to life and property was equally evident. 
Thave, &, 
(igned) "J. RUSSELL. 


No, 61. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell, —(Received August 2.) 

Wo. 1,010.) 
My Lon, Paris, August 1, 1860. 

USAW M, ‘Thonvenel for a few moments this afternoon, and found 
him in possession of news from Beyrout to the 24th, and from Damascus to the 
V7th ultimo, According to the accotnts which he had received 8,000 victims 
had fallon in tho latter town. Tt appears further that Fuad Pasha had asked 
foe roinforeemonts and for money. Under these circumstances M. Thouvenel 
is urgont for the departure of the expedition, 


# No, 55, 
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It ts clear, however, that if that departure is to depend on the signature 
Of the Convention, some time must still elapse before it can move, for, as Thad 
the honour to: inform your Lordship in my despatch No. 1,002 of the '30th, 
tone of the Plenipotcntiaries who have taken part in the Conferences on the 

are in possession of the fall powers which would, giecording to custom, 
lone authorize them to sign their names to such an act, although some of them 
have been empowered by telegraph to do so. The only way of remedying 
this state of things would be the signature of some sort of Protocol as of that 
of which a rvject is herewith inclowed, » proceeding which I beliovo will be 
urged on Her Majesty's Government by M.'Thouvenel. Jt appears to mo that 
there will be less inconvenience in adopting this course than jn establishing the 
precedent of ing the signature of 4 Convention without tho previous 
Eustomary exhibition by the Plenipotentiaries of their respective full powers, 
or of allowing the stipulations of wuch an instrument to take effect. upon the 
Simple recognition of its Articles by the initials of the Plenipotentiaries, 

Your Lordship will find a slight variation in the wording of that part of 
the inclosed project of Protocol which answer to the preamble of the 
Convention. Ithas been thought better to make the Allies offer their auaistance 
tothe Sultan, and to ut the Sultan ax accepting their offer. It ix @ 
faithful record of what has taken place, the independent action of the Sultan 
fe equally guaranteed by it, it prevents the placing of the Turkish 
Ambasador in contmdiction with his own words, which in the commencement 
of thix busines were adverse Co any Europeun intervention in Syria, I venture 
to hope that your Lordship will approve this slight modification, 

Tiave, ko, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 61. 
Project of Protocol. 


SA Majesté Impérinlo Jo Sultan youlant arriter, par des mosurox promptos 
st oflicaces, l'effusion du sang en Syric ct t6moignor do sa ferme mwolution 
assurer ordre et la paix parmi les populations placées sous am sourceninaté, 
‘et lours Majestés 'Exapercur d‘Autriche, I'Emperour des Frangaig, la Reino da 
Royaume Unide la Grande Bretagne et d'Trlande, Son Aitesse Royale le Prince 
Régent de Prume, et Sa Majesté !'Empereur de toutes lea Russies, ayant offurt 
eur co-opdration nective cet offet, ot cette co-cpiration ayant été accoptée 

F 8a Mnjeste Je Sultan, les Repréventants de leurs ditos Majestén et do sn 


ito Altosse Royale, réunis on Conférence, sont tombés d'aceord sur les polute 
suivants: — 


ARTICLE 1, 


n corps de troupes Exropéonnes, qui pourra &tre porté A 12,000 hommes, 
sé en Byrie pour contribuer an rétablissement de la teanguillité, 


ARTICLE IL 


Sa Majesté 'Empereur des Francais consent & fournir immédiatement In 
moitié de ce corps de troupes. ‘S'il devenait nécemaire d'élever son effecti’ au 
‘hide stipulé dans l'Article précédent, tea Hautes Purtion stentendraiont- saps 
Tétard, par la voie diplomatique ordinaire, sur In désignation de cello tes 
Puiseances qui auraient 4 y pourvoir. 


ARTICLE IL. 


Le Commundant-en-chef de Texpédition entrera, A son arrivée, en 

communication avec le Commissaire Extraordinaire de la Porte afin de 
mbiner toutes les mesures exigées par les circonstances et de prendre les 

Positions qu'il y aura liew d'oceuper pour remplir Vobjet du présent.Acte- 
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ARTICLE IV. 


Lours Majestés I'Empereur @’Autriche, !Empereur des Francais, la Reine 
du Royaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et d’Irlande, Son Altesse Royale le 
Prince Régent de Prusse, ct Sa Majesté !'Empereur’ de toutes les Russies, 

romettent dentretenir des forces navales suffisantes pour concourir an succts 
fos efforts communs par Je rétablissement de la tranguillité sur le littoral 
de Syrie. 


ARTICLE V. 


Les Hautes Parties Contractantes, convaincues que ce délai sera suffisant 
ur atteindro le but de pacification qu’elles ont en vue, fixent a six mois ls 
iurée de occupation des troupes Européennes en Syrie. 


ARTICLE VL. 


Ta Sublime Porte wengage A faciliter, autant qu'il dépendra delle, ts 
subsistanee ot Vapprovisionnement du corps expéditionnaire. 


Tl eat entendu que les six Articles précédents seront textuellement, en 
natant que faire s¢ pourra, convertis en une Convention, qui recevra les. signa- 
tures des Représentants soussignés aussit6t quiils seront munis des pleins 
nouvoirs de leurs Souveruins, mais les stipulations de co Protocole entreront 
hmmédistement en vigueur 





Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell, (Received August 2.) 
(No. 1,018) 
My Lord, Parks, August 1, 1860. 
TT was natural that tho Porte should look with some suspicion on the 
nomination of General Beaufort, who, in the last Syrian war, served in Kbrabim 
sha‘s army against the Sultan's ‘troops, to the command of the French 
expedition going to that country, and Vetlk. Effendi has expressed himvelf in 
thie sense te Me Thouvenel. General Beaufort was, in consequence, desired to 
it dhe Turkish Ambassador, with a view of reasvuring him, and hia Excel- 
Tenoy informs tne that ied with the tone of that 
cofficer’s conversation, and that be 
correspond with his words, 
L have, 8. 
(Bigned) COWLEY. 





No, 63. 


Lord J. Russell fo Lord Bloomfield. 
(No, 146.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 2, 1860. 
HER Majesty’: Government have directed Lori Cowley to resist the 
‘of the proposed Russian Article in the Convention respecting 
They have done 

"rhe first is, that, the circumstances of Syria are well known, and have 
cited borror in all Buroy 

se ‘would be dificult to define the degree of massacre which would 
justify interforonee in the European Provinces of Turkey ; and if we could do 
hare would be an obvious temptation to the discontented subjects of the 


exe 


%0, 
Sultan to get up 


intervention. 2 e : 
verre the next place, Her Majesty's Government think it unwise to promise, 


or exact a promise of a new organization of Turkey, without specifying what 


fast so much of outrage and disturbance as might justify 


49 


that organization is to be. In the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, the 
question is one which ought to be maturely considered by the Repre 
of the Five Powers at Coustantinopole. But to provide heforchund, in vague 
‘and indefinite terms, for foreign intervention, both military and political, would 
merely serve the purpose of the agents of revolution, and tend to dissolve 
remaining elements of order and authority in European Turkey. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No. 64. 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Rusyell.— (Received August 8.) 
(No. 439.) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 26, 1860, 

M. DE LAVALETTE communicated to me to-day a telegram from. his 
Government stating that M. de Thouvene! had come to an understanding with 
Jur Lordship, including, nt an European Commis attended by Ottoman 

ologates, which were to proceed to Syria to arrange, a 1 understand, the 
Mais of he Lebanon 4, secondly, an intervention with European troop ia 
Syria in which the Fronch were to take a prineipal part. 

M. de Lavalette was to obtain tho assistance of the Porte 10 those pro- 
visions, and also the transmiaion of full powors to Vefyk Etfendl to arrange 
a Convention in which other Governments would take a part for the above 
objects 

Tiold the Marquis that as to the Commision, 1 approved of it and had 
ondors to support it; that as to the agreement concerning an armed intery 
tion, T was at preseat without instenction 

T sow Anti P, rench Ambawador, His 
Highoess was much moved, and spoke w greatest emotion, obsorving 
that the alternative offored to him was moxt serious, and that he must consult 
his colloagues and tho Sultan ; but that he could truly and honestly assnite us 
as his own opinion, that auch an armed intervention as that spoken of would 
leave the Ovioman Government in its present difficulties powerless, and that 
he could + for any eatastrople: that might occur. 

‘Auli Pasha, however, though an amiable and intelligent man, fs not per= 
ups the peveise Muister for a situation of this kind; he sees the difficultic on 
All sidea too clearly to be able to take a decided part one way or the other z 
‘and T, therefore, do not say that his views will eithor bo persevered In, oF mre 
tw be relied upon. 

For my own part, I find it difficult to speak as to Syria, concerning which 
T receive stich conflicting and varying information, T should think, however, 
that in the Province of Syria itself the landing of European troops would, as 
far as Syrin is concerned, bo productive of advantage, both in reassuring ‘the 
Christian population avd reinforcing the ‘Turkish’ authority, if) properly 
regulated. 

Bat whether it might not produce another effect in other parts of Axia, ix 
A differont quostion. Ax to. Constantinople and European ‘Turkey generally, 1 
fam inclined to think that the intervention in question in the present excited 
State of the public mind may, unless some procantions anv taken, produce 
disasters by elating the Christian body, and depressing the central authority. But 
if the Christians are not led avtay by this movement into committing excesses, 
Tsshoukl say that, ns far as my observation extends, the first steys towards a 
religious atnt political conflict. would not bo taken by tho Turks. 

‘Another peril, however, isto be apprehended. 1 have gee the atate 
of the ‘Turkish finances, I’ have explained the condition of the sold 
the general distress also into which the stoppage of eredit and the diss 
tion of claimants has thrown the commerce of the capital. ‘To adopt stringent 
measures of economy, which always produce temporary discontent, oF 19 impose 
‘ew taxes as a means of raising a revenue, is at this moment replete with danger. 
Nevw resources must be found in the Empire itself—can be found, ad ought to 
be both sought for and used ;—but as an immediate step to satisfy the troops 
in arrear of pay, and relieve the poorer classes, some immediate funds in specie 

oO 
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are almost absolntely necessary. A million anda half would, 1 thinks, suffice 
for auch ungentwan, tis most essential it sould be obtesged 

‘of property which a 

would give to trade (pare 

required) is. in itself a con 

Lordsi Re attention; apy: 

for Her Majesty's Govern- 

nate manner, @ portion of the: means 


ken. 

Al thie Thave, 1 know, said befbre, still I venture to ropoat it, as each day 
presses tho importance of doing something in the matter more upon me. 

Hy the advance to which T allude, immense calamities Which no sum ean 
afterwards repair may indoed’be prevented; and ovils turned aside, which, if 
they occur, may cause millions and millions to be mit without an effective 
rewalt. Your Lordship wil, I am sure, pardon me If, under the influence of 
What is pasting around mo, [dwell too tauch upon this point, and urge achat 
may bo well fF i€ wore practicable, but which cannot perhaps practically. be 
offiotod. 

Atoll events, the impressions on my mind are, judging from what ho says, 
more strongly fe) ‘ay Fr ich colleague, whose apprehensions I have hitherts 
endeavoured to calm. Tho words of Auli Pasha to-day, however, were 
evidently 10 sincoro, and at tho same time xo strong, that I cannot treat then 
with disrogard. Ax-to the loan nt Paris, we still hear it is golng on, but as all 
that reaches us is from the French Agent, M. Court, and that isnot vory clear, 
V-cannot undertake to say whothor the fears L have always as yet entertained 
‘8 (0 its improbability werw well founded, or whether there are really hopes of 
itn being obtained, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HT, BULWER, 


Se 
No, 68. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lovit J, Russell—(Received Auguat &,) 
(No. 443.) 
My ford, Constantinople, July 26; 1800. 

1 BEG to inclose translation of the frman issned to Fiiad Pasi, conferring 
on hon full powers fo: panisag’ all poresny Who have ha a hand iy the 
effusion of human blood in Syrin. 

‘The Turkish Government has also issued a circular insteuetion to all 
Provincial Governors, of which « translation will follow, 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) HL, BULWER. 


Inclowure in No. 65, 
Firman, 
(Translation.) 

‘TO my Vizier, Mohemed Fund, on of the roost illustrious Ministers and 
Chief Councillors of my Empire, and Miniter for Foreign Affairs, now appotated 
au an extraordinary atl special ison to Syn, with fll powers omy part, 
ccorated with the first elassee of the Overy of Medjidie ‘and of distinesion 
and boaror of the Nishan Iftihar of military service. 

‘Yon who are my zealous Vizier-as above. 

Uhaye learnt with the greatest’ concern the outbreak of war between the 


of 


Maronites and Drasex who inhabit Mott’ Lebanon’ it Sy#lii> owitig tol 
quarrel which has, as you know, arisen between them, 

Inced-not tell yowthat the favourite object of my’ wishes’ is, that every 
Glass of my subjects, who are all’ equal in my ‘eyes. should enjoy perfect 
Sreurity, ease, anc contentment, and’it is most especially atid particularly iy 
desire, that one people should not in any mode whatsgever commit an agree 
sive act on another, ‘Therefore, the cruel und tyrannical acts wliich have beet 

ted in Mount Lebanon are altogether contrary to my wish, and it has 

ie necersary to charge specially, and with full powers, some able, zealous, 

abd intelligent person, for the purpose of putting an end to Ahiose excesses, and 

femove (or destroy) the persons who have provoked these internal troubles, and 
‘eaused the effusion of human blood. 

You are my intelligent Mushir above-mentioned, and one of my’ most 
illustrious Ministers, endowed with tho above qualities, and in whom I have the 
mast perfect confidence, | have'orored that you be appointed to this important 
Sharse with full powers ou my part, and a sulficient number of troops Has also 

sent, So that acting with that perfect knowlodgo of state affiry, as well 
4 with that zeal and intelligence which distinguishes you, and in accordance 
With your duty you will, God belping, immediately start from here for that 
Pltce, where you will bo tho referee of all civil and mulitary flmnetionaries. 

ou will, by’ adopting the necessary measures, catixe to cease the canfusion 
and civil war which has enmied between the above Maronites and Deusea, aud 
Procure the return of peaco and security to thove parte, You will ascertain 
Who have been inatramentat in the diotis act of shedding human’ blood, and 
Immediately punish thom according to the prescriptions of my Imperial Code. 
Tn a word, you aro freely intrusted with the alloption ofall the military and 
Givil measures, for the extinction of this evil. You will, therefote, act accor: 
dingly. Such is my order, &e. 

(Wo date.) 


ee 
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Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell,—(Received August 8.) 
(No, 446.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, July 25, 1800, 

ON receiving your Lontahip's sécond. telegram stating that a corpa of 
Enropean troops wis to be sent to Syria in concert with the Sublime Porto and 
the Great Powers, L immediately communicated the «me to Aali Pasha, and 
Wont to him that evening and hd a long conversation with him, 

His fears and agitation at to the consequences are, I thik, excessive , 
these were evident at our last interviow (which ix related inn former despatch), 
and are not yet dissipated. — Still ho sald that the Government hid deteemind 
% consent 16. the Commission and Convention and the sending of European 
troops to Syria. 

‘Thea would necetsarily artive at some spocifiod point in Syria, say 
Beyront, Alexanidretta, or another. What Aali wishes i, that when thers, 
they should only: be employed in the interior at the requisition of Fuad Pista 
and he said it was only in this way that he could get the consent of the Cabinet 
to the measure, 

Told him that he had better not make small difficulties, ut use large 
and general terms, consentivig to, and indeed inviting the European intervention 
{in question, which should act in concert with the ‘Turkish Commissioner. 

L reminded him that Thad told him when Fuad Pasha departed that 1 
thought if any further misfortuno happened, European intervention was 
inovitable; and it was then at my advice that he (Aali Pasha) had taken a 
ep in the advance, by writing to M. Musurus, and instructing him to say it 
Would be asked for if required. 

‘This preparatory step smoothed the way without low of dismnity for 
2 farther step, which the horrors committed at Damascus rendered necessary. 
Leaving him uncertain as to the words of his reply, Iwrote to him again in the 
Homing, urging him “ d’entrer pleinement dans Mndignation de Europe, vt de 
s¢ joindre franchement & elle’ poar rétablir Vordre et punit les coupables 
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and I have since seen the Sultan, my interview with whom will be related 
separately. 

e I should be doing injustice, however, to His Imperial Majesty and to Asli 
Pasha, and indeed I may say t0 every Turk T have seen, if I did not say that 
the horror they have expressed and felt at tho accounts that have reached. us 
hhas been most profound; and if any hesitation is fult by the circumstance as 
tw the extent which should be: given to the employment of European troops, 1 
believe it is solely guided by his apprehensions as to the effet which the 
‘ecupation of certain cities, especially Damascus, might have on the Mussulman 
mind. He speaks strongly against the conduct of the Turkish Authorities and 
Commanders, but xays they will have to answer for it. I have heard him add, 
that if but 50 Musmulman soldiers had died defending onler, he would have 
teen satisfied that the ‘Turkish namo would have been defended from shame. 

Thave, &. 
igned) " H.L. BULWER. 





No. 67. 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell, (Received August &,) 
(No, 47.) 
My Lori, ‘Therapia, July 20, 1800. 

‘THE. latest nows from Syria is ian account of Mr. Brant, who had 
escaped wholly uninjured up to the 10th. He described the riot to have 
driginated owing to some boys who had been assaulting Christians, having baen 
latreated and ordered. to aweep the atrects by the Pashia. 

He save tho Christian quarter had been attacked, and that the town was 
in lames; but in contradiction to M. Lanne, he observes that many murders 
had not buen committed, ‘The Drusos wore, however, entering the town, and 
we hear from Bayrout that I to the 13th speak of 

Lavalett says that 


place 

‘Many Christians have been sheltored in Mumutman hoases, and thero are 
a sory largo. mumber with the Pasha ; but, this officer has evidently behaved 
without cither courage or Judgment, and it is the gencral belief that any 
Aoesion om hia part might {i the first instance have provented matters getting, 
wore, 

Te would seom that he was at tho time on bad terms with the Government 
at home, having offered his resignation whon some troops liad been withdrawn 
from him, and this rexignation having been. accepted, 

Fore appears to be entertained at Boyrout for Aleppo, bat nothing 
decisive ix here known ax (0 the fite of thie place, 

Teannot bat think, after turning over the matter considerately and looking 
that the deelsion of sending tho Commision and 
fare both right measures, even if some bad conse- 

es should be provoked by them, 
thing will be to mit as much as posible the chances off such 
onsoquionces, This can be done in the best way by the choice of suitable 
Commanders with muitable instructions, 
T have, &e. 
Giguedy HLL, BULWER, 





No, 68, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Revived August &) 
(No. 1,020. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, August 2, 1860, 
M. THOUVENEL has read mo a report which he has drawn up of the 
‘proceedings which took place at the Conférence on the Oth ultimo. As it may 


be shown your Lordship, and as it differs in some respects from that which I 
had the honour to lay before you in my despatch No. 1,006 of the Sist ultimo, 
I think it necessary to call your attention to the fact that I did not interfere 

iscussion which took place on the Russian proposal until the Turkish 
‘Ambassador had protested against it in the most solemn manner. M. Thouvene! 
makes the first opposition to come from me, and states that I_was supported 
by the Turkish Representative, the fact being the contrary, that the Turkish 
Ambassador opposed the Russian proposal as soon as it was made, and that 
Tsupported his objections. [ told M. Thonvenel that his report was so far in 
error. 

I must add further, that I confess (o not having heard some of the argu- 
ments and obsctvations which M. Thonvenel describes himself as having made; 
Dut this is not of much consequence, as he no doubt truly represents his 
sentiments. ‘There are also omissions in his report, which a Feference to mine 
wall correct. 


Uhave, a. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 69, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Ruxtell—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 1,026.) sf 
My Lord, Paria, Auguat 2, 1800, 

LORD DUFFERIN arrived in Parix the night before Inst, and 

M.‘Thoavenel having beon too much occupied to enable him to receive his 
Lonlship yesterday, 1 took him to the Foreign Departaient this, morning. 
AM. Thouvenel, on learning that Lord Dulferin was to receive his instructions from 
Hor Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, said that ho feared that great 
confusion might arise if Hor Majesty's Government followed this course 
‘Tho proposal. which his Excellency bad made, and which ho had understood 
Her Majesty's Government to have accepted, war, that a Mixed Commission 
should be sent to Syria, and that the Commissioners in concert with the Com- 
Inimioner of the Porte’ should examine into the causes of tho late outbreak, 
Should see that the authors and abetters in the massaores were properly 
Punished, and should inquire what alterations and modifications of the arrange- 
Tent of 1845 could be introduced, 80 ax to prevent a recurrence of the late 
horrible drama, and ensure a better administration of government in. 
But to attain these objects his Excellency considered that the Five Powers 
niuxt agree on the general nature of the ‘instructions to be furnished to their 
‘Commissioners, and there would be no unity in the action of the Intter, and 
withont unity of action no good results could be obtained. He had himself 
intended that the French Commissioner should go direct from lence to Syria, 
and that his instructions should have etanated from himself, but if Her 
Majesty's Government preferred that the instructions should proceed from 
Constantinople, then he thought that it would be desirable that they should be 
drawn up in a Conference of the Representatives of the Five Powers, 60 that 
each Commissioner should receive identic directions, for, he repeated, there 
would otherwise be nothing but discordant opinions. But in onder that the 
Representatives at Consiatinople might clearly understand the objects pros 
posed to be attained by the Commission, so that they might agree upon general 
Petructions, it would be necessary that each Government should furnish ils 
Representative with instructions previously concerted between them all, and 
nhl this had been done, no progress could be made at Constantinople. 
Tdentic instructions to the Commissioners was his object, whether they were 
drawn up at Constantinople or elsewhere. 

It seemed to me that it would be as well that this question should be 
cleared up before Lord Dufferin’s departure, and. his La dehip expressing the 
‘same wish, and there being time to obtain your Lordship’s decision, Laddressed 
you a telegram to that effect this afternoon. nee 

ve, Be 


(Signed) | COWLEY. 


Pp 








ob 
No. 70. 


Lord J. Ruaselt to Barl Cowley. 
(No. 768) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 3, 1860, 
WITH reference to your Excelleney’s despatch No. 1,026 of the 2nd 
instant, 1 have fo state to your Excollency that Lord Dufferin was sent to Paris 
with a viow to learn the basis on which the Commission of Inquiry in Syria is 
to proceed. 
flor Majesty's Government always intended that the instructions giren by 
tho Five Powers should he identical 
Buti appears to Hot Majesty's Government that it will be of po use to 
have san inquiry, if the results of the inquiry are to be determined beforehand. 
It some to, Her Majesty's Government that tho Representatives of the 
Five Powors at Constantinople should be desired to draw up in concert the 
instructions to be given to the Commissioners, 





Karl Cowley to Lord J, Russell. (Received Auguat 4,) 
(No. 1,028,) 
My Loril, Paris, Aupust 8, 1860. 
M. THOUVENEL informed me this morning that the Rusian Govern- 
ment had authorized Genoral Kisoloff to desist from the propewal which he had 
been instructed to make relative to the Christian populations of ‘Turkey, 
to ngrve to the Convention for the occupation of Syria by forcign troops without 
further difficulty, Princw Gortchakolf roserving’ to himself to troat the question 
Aiplomatically with the sveral Governivents of the Great Powors, 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) COWLRY, 


$$ —— 
No. 72. 


Earl Couley to Lovd J, Russell —(Reeeived August 4.) 
(No, 1,020) 
My Lord, Laris, August 8, 1860, 
WITH reference to your Loniship's telogram inform) that Lord 
Dufferin might prolong Wis stay at Paria, but that the naturo of his duties 
should be fixor ax soon as possible, T have the honour to state that L have bad 
a further conversation with M.‘Thonvenel on this subject. Hie Escell 
continnes very wnvwilling to consent that the instructions for the Co 
misslonore who are Co proceed to Syria, should owanate from the Represents ives 
of the Groat Powers at Constantinople. He molitainx that the Character of 
the Commission whicl is intended to institute an inquiry on the part of Europe 
into the late masineres in Syria, would be altered, ifthe instructions to the 
members of it were not fo be furnished direetly by thelr different Governments. 
Ho considers that their duty shoold be, ax Y lind the honour to inform your 
Lordship yestorday, to inquire into the cause of the late disturbances, 16 we 
that the guilty are puniihed, and to snggest modifications in the arrangement 
for the Lebanon of 1845, and measures for the fature government af Syria, 
mple instructions of this nature should, his Exeelleacy contends, proceed 
from the Gorernmonts themselves. The ‘report of the Commiaioners shonk 
bo made to their Governments, and this, ia: his Excellency’s opinion, will be 
th proper moment thr the intericrenco oF the Representatives at Coustantinople, 
to obtain the nincliorations that aay be considera necessary. 
T have, & 
(Bigned) ” COWLEY. 
ee 


5 


No. 73. 


Bart Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received August 4.) 
(No. 1,032.) 
My Lord, Paris, August %, 1860. 

L HAVE the hononr to inclose herewith, copies of two Protoco's. which 
were signed this aflcraoon at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, ty dhe, Ropre- 
sentatives of Great Britain, Austria, Frunce, Prussia, Russia and Turkey, the 
‘one sanetioning the French expedition to ‘Syria, the other disclaiming. all 
interested motives on the part of the Allies of the Porto if, undertaking 
expedition. But the latter recalls to the reeolleetion of the Porte the promise 
mado by the Sultan in 1856 to ameliorate the condition of his Christian 
subjects. 

In conséxjuenes of the Importance of the matters contained in thom, 1 
Fequested that these Protocols might be signed in sextuple. ‘This will be done, 
when the originals destined for Hor Majesty's Government shall be transtnitied 
to your Lordship. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 73, 
Protocol of a Conference held at Paris, Auguat ‘i, 1860. 
Présents les Représentants, &, 


SA Majesté Iupériale lo Sultan voulant arriter, par des mesures promptos 
st efficaces, effusion du sang en Syric, ot témoigner de sa ferme résolution 
Cassurer Vordre et In paix parmi lex populations placces sous *h souvornineté, 
¢t leurs Majestés I'Empereur d*Autricho, Emporeur des Francais, Ia Reine di 
Royaume Uni de tn Grade Brotagna’ct d'irlande, Son Alves. Royale. le 
Prince Régent de Pruse, et Sa Majosté MEmpercur do toutes lox Russics, 
Ayant offert leur co-opération active, que 4 Majesté To Beltane accepts ed 

ésentants de leurs dites Majeatés et de Son Altowso Royale sont tombée 
accord sur los Articles suivants 


ARTICLE 1 


Un comps de troupes Buropsennes qa pour étro ports 212,000 hommes, 
Sera dirigé en Syrie pour conteibuer an rétabliescment de la tranquillité, 


ARTICLE IL 


VEmpereur dex Francais consent & fournie immédiatement In 
corp de troupes, S'il devonait nécossaire d'élever son effectit 
chiffre stipulé dans 'Articlo pricédent, les Hautes Puisancos s'entendraient 
1ard avee la Porte, par Ja voie diplomatique ordinaire, sur la désignation 
de cellow dentro elles qui auraient & y pourvoir. 


ARTICLE ILL, 


nt-en-ebef de Fexpédition entrera, a son aerivde, en commu- 
ication avec le Commissairo Extraordinaire de la Porte, afin de combiner 
tontes les mesures exigées par lea circonstances et de prendre lea positions quill 
Y aura lien d'oceuper pour remplir Vobjot du présent Acte. 


ARTICLE IV. 
Leurs Majestés, &c., &e., promettent d’entretenit sur les ebtes de Syrie 


forces navales suffisantes pour coneourir au suceés des efforts communs four 
Je maintion on Je rétablissement de la tranquillité sur le littoral de la Syrie. 


i 
1| 
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ARTICLE V. 

Hautes Parties, convaincues que ce délai sera sufisant idee 

ve bot de puclfention quelles ont en vue, Exent& six mois In ante de Toccape- 
tion des troupes Européennes en Syrie. 


ARTICLE VI. 

La Sublime Porte s'engage & faciliter, antant qu'll dépendra d'elle, la 
subsistance ot 'npprovisionnement du corps éxpéditionnaire. 

T est entendu que les six Articles précédents seront textuellement convertis 
en une Convention qui recevra les signatures des Représentants soussignés, 
‘ussitdt qu’ils seront munis des pleins pouvoirs de leurs Souverains, mais que 
les stipulations de ce Protocole entreront immédiatement en vigueur, 

TM. lo Chargé d*Aaires de Prusse toutefos fait observer que la distribution 
actuelle des bitiments de guerre Prossiens peut ne pas permettre son 
Gouvernement de co-opérer dis i présent a Vexécution de ’Article LV. 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


losure 2 in No, 71 


Protocol of a Conference held at Paris, August 3, 1860. 


LES Plinipotwntiaires de , AGsirant établir, 
conformément aux intentions de leurs Cours respectives, le véritable caractére 
‘du concours prdté A la Sublime Porte anx terme du Protocole signé anjourdhui, 
Jos sentiments qui leur ont dicté les clanses do cot Acte, et leur entior désinté- 
romeuiont, déelirent do la maniére la plus formetic que les Pulssances Con- 
tractantes n'entendlent poursuivre ni ne poursnivront dana Vexéeution de Tours 
Ungagements, aucnn avantage territorial, aucune influence exclusive, nb aucune 


concemion touchant le commerce de leurs sujets, et qui ne pourrait tro accordée 
‘aux sujots de toutes Tes autres nations, : 
éanmoina ils no peuvent sempéchor, en rappelant fet tes Actes éroands 
du Saltan dont 'Artielo LX da Traité da. 0 Mai, 1856, a constaté la hante valeur, 
‘Pexprimerle pel que leurs Coury reapectives attachent dco que, conformément 
faux promeases solennelies de Ia Sublime Porte, il soit pris des mesures admi- 
nistrativen séeienses pour Pamélioration du sort dex populations Chrétiennes de 
Empire Ottoman. 
ron aniptetie de In Sublime Porto prend acto de cette déelaration 
dor Représentants der Hautes Puissancos Contractantes, et se charge de la 
trananctire Aso Cour, en falsnt observer que In Sublinie Porto x employé et 
continue d’employer ses efforts dans le sens da yoo exprimé ci-clowsts 
(Guivent les signatures.) 
Se 


No, Tt. 


Mr. Fane to Lord J. Russell —(Received August 6.) 
(No, 10. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Vienna, August 2, 1860. 

1 CALLED upon Count Rechberg on Tuesday list and his Excellency 
said that ho was desirous of communicating to me the reasons which had 
induced him to approve the proposal of Russia (o add a secret clause to the 
Convention for regulating the armed intervention of the Powers in the affairs 
of Syria. lis Excellency described shat clause in its original form as 
embodying a stipulation that, if disturbances occurred in the European 
Provinees of Turkey, an armed intervention should only take place on the 
samo conditions as those laid down for the intervention in Syria. He was 
Gware that Her Majesty's Government had objected to the addition of any 
ftuch clanse to the Convention, and as it was his earnest wish to pursue in this 


question a common action with Great Britain he was desirous to explain clearly 
the motives which had led the Imperial Cabinet to give their support 10 the 
Russian proposal 
‘The danger, said his Excellency, which in his opinion had chielly to be 
feared against was an jiolated intervention in the European Provinces of 
rkey on the part of Russia. He thought that minent, beeamse 
Prince’ Gortchakofl, when he called together the Representatives of the Great 
Powers at § 
had plainly intimated that if the other Powers should not consent to join 
energetic measures for the protection of the Christian subjects of the Porte, the 
Russian Guyernment would be constrained by the force of public opinion in 
their country to interfere alone on behalf of their co-religionists. 

‘This threat having been once thi behoved the other Powers to 
neglect no means to frustrate fate the disastrous cor 
Sequences to Turkey, and the ents to Europe, which must ons 
from such single action on the part of tho Russian Government, Now, it 
appeared to Count Rechborg, that the clause which it wax proposed to add to 
the Convention furnished a guarantee that no isolated intervention in Enropean 
‘Turkey would be made by any individual Power, and It was on this account, 
and with the view of precluding the possibility of eventual action in ‘Turkish 
afoirs on the part of Russia, without concert with her Allies, that he had 
Mhought it proSent to conse to the Tnsortion of the propoeed elnoe inthe 
Conventi 

T replied, that Her Majesty's Government had considered the proposed 
clam inadmissible, chiefly on the ground that it would open the door to fresh 
interventions, and that they deemed it expedient to wait till the case for such 
intervention should arise before determining how it should be met, IP rogard 
for the public law of F nd _for existing obligations were not sufficient to 
deter Rusia from the course of inolated action which his Excelleney eon'em= 
plated, the restraints upon her would not T thought be greatly increasod by the 
Clause propened to be added to the Convention. 

Hix Excellency said that, while Her Majesty's Goyernmont thonght tt 

to wait vntil the hyp I cases for further intorvention arose, 
dissenslons, or at 
dered that any 
precantion, kuch ak the proposed claueo fu ugainst Isolated 

action on the part of any one Power, shonld not be neglected. ' His chief obj 
however, in giving me thesc explanations was to demonstrate to Her Majesty's 
Govern he liad not separated himself from them on this part of the 
at What he considere weighty 
Lever might be the opinion of Her Majesty's Government 
‘on the policy of supporting the proposal of Russia, I was well arsured that the 
‘explanations into which his Excellency had entered would be received in the 

same friendly sj in which they had been offered. 

Connt R sation by saying that the I al 
Cabinet was extremely desirous to pursi atieal with that of Her 
Majesty's Government upon the Syrian question, and this abject had been 
carefully kept in view in framing the instructions sent to Prince Mettornich, 
He had boon genorally instructed to net in concert with hie British and 
Prassian colleagues, and specially instructed to support the protocol proposed 
by your Lordship. 

In entering upon the general bearings of the question, Count Rechborg 
said that he regretted that a French army was to proceed alone to Syrin, and 

A have been glad that it should be accompanied by some of E 
troops. He eli Fresich Government 
to proceed with the is ld suffer 
no reports of a reconciliation between the Hostile races and sects, and of the 
consequent re-establishment of tranquillity, to. interfere with their settled 
Purpose to occupy Syria. He thought they would establish a strong military 
Position in that'cuniry, and that it would be a work of immense difficulty to 
induce them to quitit. Their plan, he apprchended, was to invest Alsl-el-Kader 
with viee-regal anthority, and to place the Government of the country in his 
hands, a measure which would tend materially to weaken and discredit. the 
Porte. 
Q 
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Her Majesty's Government, 1 said, considered the intervention was 
justified by the ferocity of the Druses, and the apathy of the Turkish Authori- 
ties; but, while the gravity of the case appeared to render an armed inter- 
ference necessary, such measure had been sanctioned by them with great 
reluctance. They were, moreover, of opinion that intervention should onls 
undertaken when the necessity for it was clearly proved, and that it should 
cease as soon as such necessity no longer existed. The objections to a pro- 
longed occupation, 1 observed, liad not escaped Her Majesty's Government, and 
with a view of averting it they desired that the Convention should provide for 
the evacuation of Syria by the foreign troops at the expiration of a term of six 
months. Although Her Majesty's Government, I said, did not propose to 
‘employ tho Quoen’s land forces in the effort to restore order in Syria, they had 
dotermined fo send squadron to the coast, and to vest in the Admiral the 
power to land Marines if necessary, They had been of opinion that Austria 
‘might, if necessary, wend some troops to Aleppo. 

“That” replied his Excel we cannot do. We require all our 
troops far the defence of Venotia in éaso it should. be attacked.” 

His Excellency closed the conversation by observing that he-was glad to 
conclude from What T had said that your Lordship viewed this question in the 
same grave light in which he himself’ regarded it, and he trusted end believed 
that the opinions of the two Goveruments upon Syrian Airs would prove to 
be identical on all eswontial points, 

Thave, &. 


(Signed) JULIAN FANE, 


PS-—Since writing the above T have again seen Count Rechbers, who 
Informs me that he hus learnt by telograph that the Russian Government had 
cconwented 10 modify the clans which they propose adding to the Convention, 
‘he modem, his Bxcalency obuerved, omited that portion ofthe original 
celauwe to whieh he had my special attention, and which had rendered 
I valunble neo the reason which he had atated to me, ‘Tho 
clause in its modified form appeared to him fo give expression to vague geno- 


ralities, and to be thoroforo far Tess matlatuctory than the stipulation originally 
proposed, Which would have proved an effective check upon the single nection 
of any one of the Powers in favour of the Christians subjects of the Porte. 
Connt Rechiberg hail also learnt that it had becn proposed to the Rasdan 
Government that they should withdraw their clause altogether, so as not to 
mix up questions relating to the European Provinees of "Turkey with those 
Which appertained to affairs ia the Baxt, but he had not yet been informed of 


the roply received from St. Petersburgh. : 
iF. 


hs 
No. 76. 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Rustell—( Received August 6) 
(No, 288) 
My Lord, Berlin, August 4, 1860, 

BARON SCHLEINITZ has informed mo that a Protocol was signed 
yeatenlay at Paris in anticipation of the proposed Convention authorizing. a 
military intervention, and the temporary occupation of Syria by forces of the 
Allied Powees, and fe said that a portion of the troops to-be sont ly the French 
Government would in consequence be enabled to depart for the Kast: without 
delay. 

“With reference to the introduction in the Convention of the proposed 
Russian Article, 1 told his Execlleney that Her Majesty's Saco had 
objected to it for two reasons, which I trusted he would duly appreciate, ant 1 

won read to him confidentially your Lordship’. empatch 0. 146 of the 
2nd instante 

Baron Sehileinlts made no observation until 1 got to the passage in which 
twas stated that Her Majesty's Government think it unwise to promise or 
exact a promise of new organization of Turkey, without specitVing what 
that organization i to be, and he said that he was f the opi 


Majesty's Government that nothing in this respect shonld be undertaken without 
{aken nto the fullest consideration by the Great Powers. 
ve, &e, 
(Signed) ” BLOOMBIELD. 


No. 76. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Brskine, 
(No. 34.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 8, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 53 of the 27th ultimo, in which you 
Feport the language niade use of by Prince Gortchakoff ting fordign 
intervention in Syria, and the views of Russia with regard to the protection to 
be afforded generally to Christian subjects of the Porte ; and with roference 
to the desire expressed by his Excellency to spenk to you again upon the 
subject, I have to instruct you to listen to any observations which Prince 
Gortchakolf may wish to make to you, and to report ne same (0 me, 

ai, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSE! 


No. 77. 


Bart Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received August 9.) 
Wo. 1,049,) 
My Lord, Paris, August 7, 1860, 

AS tho French troops which are to be sont to Syria aro to act in the 
ame of Europe, and as the object which the expedition is to attain is very 
clearly ‘fined in the protocol signed at Paris on the 3rd instant, I have thought 
f.tecomry fo caution M. Thouvenel again tho employment of French Loops 
for any othor purpose, TL have been induced to do this because rumours lad 
Feached mo that among the instructions furnished by General Bewufort was 
one enjoining him to Jovy a contribution on tho town of Damascus, and 
another to punish the guilty in the late massacres, I have told M. Thouvene), 
therefore, that, as General Beaufort will be acting in virtue of a Protocol 

by the Great Powers with the Porte, those Powers, should be furnished 
With copies of the instructions given to the General. M. Thouvenel informed 
tho this afternoon that he had applied to the Ministry of War for thix docu- 
Ment. wud that ax soon ax he shonld be in possmmion of it, copies should be 
furnished to the difforont Governments interested, In the meantime he could 
ell ine that the Emporor’s last words to General Beaufort were, that Hix 
Maley ‘wonld be much disappointed if the expedition were not back in Franco 
Within three months. 2 

M. Thouyenel, however, having oxpresed himself ia the course of thie 

Conversation to the effect that indemnities had been demanded at Jeddah for 
¢ masacres committed there, and that he considered that the same course 
should be pursed at Damascus, [ observed that, according to his own proposal, 
the whole question was to be inquired into by a Mixed Commission, and to 
them, therefore, should be left the duty of making proposals of this’ or any 
thor naire. For inwiane, 1 sad, the Commission could alone determine on 
Which side the fray had originally commenced. If, as many snpposo, the 
Maronites had been the original aggressors, it might not excuse the atrocities 
committed by the Druses, but it wonld materially alter the question of 
indemnity, nor could it be intended that the town of Damascus should pay for 
‘excesses committed! in the Lebanon. ‘The Porte shonld be loft im the first 
instance as Sovereign to do whot was right, and the Commissioners should not 
imterfere unlew the Authorities sent by the Porte did not do their duty. 

J made a farther observation to M. Thouvenel, which T was happy to see 
that he responded (o, and of which, if necessary, advantage may be hereafter 
taken by Her Majesty's Government, namely, that the institution of’ the 
Cominixtion would facilitate the roturn of the expedition, for that as soon as, 
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tranquillity should be restored, and the moral effect which the French Govern- 
ment hoped from the presence of European troops in Syria should be obtained, 
there would bea fair and valid reason for withdrawing the troops and leaving 
further proceedings in the hands of the Commissioners. M. Thouvenel said 
that ree was also his opinion. He considered that the Commission would be 
‘great assistance to the French Government to cover the withdrawal of their 
troops, for he looked to no other than a moral effect, as a safeguard for the 
future, from the presence of the expedition which had heen sent. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 78 


Earl Cowley (o Lord J. Russell —(Reeeioed August 9. 
(Wo, 1,050,) my ae 
My Lord, Paris, August 7, 1860, 
M. THOUVENEL having heen out of town, 1 i - 

eney until this afternoon on the subjeet of your Lotdship's despatches Nos. 768. 
and 772 of the 3rd and Ath instants, relative to the instructions to be given to 
the Conmmimioners about to proceed to Syria, I read the substance of those 
despatches to him. A lengthened conversation enaned, during wl 
M. Thouvene! repeated the observations which he had before made to mo on this 
subject ; that if the Commission was to act upon instructions emanating from 
Constantinople it would not carry with It. the same weight ax a Commission 
acting upon identic instructions coming direct from the several Governments 
furnishinyg Commisioners; and that he could see no difficulty in framing simple 
inatructions on whieh the Commissioners coukl act. He recapitulated 
thrve points to which tho instructions should refer: namely, to investigate the 
‘origin and eauso of the lato outbreak and massacres ; to seo that the guilty 
wero punished: to inquire into und advise on the best means of preventing & 
renowal of the Jate bloody secnes, and of ameliorating the Government of 
Syria, Having done this the Commissioners should address a collective report 

thelr respective Governments It woul be imposible for the Representa- 
tives at Constantinople to give other than genoral.insteuctions of this nature, 
and by a reference there much me would be lost. However, thow Govern. 
menta who liked to send thelr Commissioners by way of Constantinople could 
doo, but aday should be fixed on which all the Commissioners shonld meet 
Ja Sytis and pot themselves in communication with the Porte’ Commiadoner 


As L could make no impression on M.'Thouvenel, I requested him to lose no 
time invendng for your Lara's eonideration a ruject of instructions auch 
as he proposed furnishing (o the French Commissioner. He proniised to do 20 
by to-night’s, and at latest by to-morrow's mail, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


No. 79. 


Barl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 1,058.) 
My Lord, Paris, August 8, 1860, 

T HAVE the honour toinelose, extracted from the “ Moniteur,” the copy 
of an allocution addressed by the Emperor at Chalons to such of the troops ax 
aro about to depart from thence to form part of the expedition to Syrin. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 79. 
Extract from the “ Moniteur” of August 8, 1860. 


Camp de Chalons, le 7 Aott, 1 h. 25 in. stir. 

CE matin, ddix heures, !'Empereur a passé la royne de départ du Géme 
Regiment de Ligne, Colonel Caubert, du 1seme Régiment, Colonel Daria, 
etdu ler Eseadron du ler des Hussards, Captaine Stockly. 

Tes troupes étaient en tenue de campagne et présentaient aspect le plus 
martial, 

Avant le dédilé, Sa Majesté a distribué quelques croix et médailles ; lex 
troupes étant formées on carré, les drapeaux au centre, l'Emperenr a prononeé 
Vallocution suivante :-— 
ec: In Syrie et la France salve ayee bonhe pei 

“Vous partez pour Ia Syric et la France salue ayec bonheur une expédi- 
tion qui a's! qu'un oot, cole de falre tHomphor ls rity do is jatco et de 
Vhumanité, 

Vous n’allex pas, en effet, fire Ia guerre une Paissanee queleonque, mais 
vous allez aider le Sultan & faire rontrer dans Yobéiatance des aujets aveugléa 
ar un fanatiamo d'un autre sidele. 

* Sur cotte terre Jointaine, riche en grands Souvenirs, vous forex votre dovoir 
et vous vous montrerez. les dignes enfuns de ces héros qui ont porté gloriouse- 
‘tment dans ce pays la bannidre du Chriat. 

Yous ne partez pasen grand nombro, mais votre courage et votre prest 
Jrmepleront, ear partout aujourd'hui of Too volt paser le drapeay do Ta 
‘ance les nations savent quil.y a une grande eause qui te précdde, un grand 
euple qui le suit." 


Apréa ces paroles a eu liou Je défilé anx cris enthousinstes de “* Vive 
1'Emperour!™ 


No. 80, 


Lora J. Russell to Borl Cowley. 
(No. 789.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Auguat 9, 1800. 

1 HAVE seen M. Jancourt, and he has read to mo the despatch of 
‘Thouyenel respecting the instructions to the Commissioners on the affairs 

‘Syria. 
"Hler Majesty's Government entirely agree with that of France respecting 
the objects of tie Commision which are thus defined by M. ‘Thouvenel — 

“Fillo doit consister A recherchor les circonstances qui ont amend les 
derniers conflits,  détermi Ja part de résponsabilité des chofs de Vinsurrec- 
tion ct des agents de l'administration locale, ainsi que Jes réparations dics aux 
‘victimes, et enfin A étudier, pour les soumottre A 'approbation des Gouvernement 
et do In Porte, les dispositions qui pourraient étre adoptées pour conjurer de 
Douveanx malheurs.” 

As the instructions will contain little more than a ion to attend to 
these objects, it appears to Her Majesty's Government to be of little imports 
Agee whether they should emanate trom the Five Powers themsalves of thelr 
Representatives at Constantinople. 

1 therefore readily accede to the wish of M.Thouvenel, What 
to Her Majesty's Government of the greatest importance is, that as the Con 
mi wi int the Porte, together with the Five Powers, they should 
Yenamed, and begin ea paracenPs be ea oeeae 

am, 
(Signed) 


Be 


ec. 
J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 81. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Received August 9.) 
(No. 2.) 
My Lord, Paris, August 8, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that yesterday evening I 
had a conversation with M. de ‘Thouvenel on the subject of the Syrian 
Commission, from which I gathered that his Excelleney's ideas in regard to its 
functions correspond pretty accurately with those of your Lordship. 

On my returning, however, to inguire of his Excellency what wore the 
relations in which it was intended the Commission should stand to the General 
commanding the French Army, his Excellency rather deily replied, *'That no 
rolatfons at all would exist between the General and the Commission.” 


authority of 
its European 


the poation which Her Majesty Governcat wish the Cootalon should hold 
in respect to the French Commander-in-chief. 

Should it be considered desirable that the French General should net to any 
extent in concert with the Comminion, whether in their co-operation with the 
Turkish Authors In penishng delinquents or fn worganlxng the adm 
teatin_ of the provines, such concert perhaps would be beat, secured by 
conformable instructions being vet to io by bls own Government 

ove, Bo, 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 82, 


Lord J. Russelt to Lord Dufferin. 


Brae Foreign Office, August 9, 1860. 
L HAVE received your Loniship's despatch No. 2 of the 8th instant, 
inquiring what position the European Coormission shonld hold with respect to 
the Commanderin-chiof of the Fretich forces in Syria; and 1 have fo state to 
a in reply, that Her Majesty's Government do not apprehend that any 
apoctal instructions will be requisite on thie point, ax the dutles of the Com- 
‘Misslonors aud of the Commander will be quite distinct, 

T may observe, however, that if communication should at any time be 
considered necemary from the Comminion to the reach Goneral, such com 
munication should be made by the Commissioners collectively, and not by any 
one Commissioner Individually. y 


Taw, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No. 83. 
Lord J. Russell to Consul Brant. 


Forrign Office, August 10, 1800. 
WITH roforence to your despatch No. $ of the 16th ultimo, detailing 
the plunder, massacres, and conflagrations which took place in. the Christian 
quarter of Dauinseus, between the 9th and the 15th of July, ant the exertions 
Of the Algorines under Ab-del-Kadler, in savinye several frundreds from the ruins, 
U have to nsruct yon to convey 18 bis Hichnow the ir Abe-Kader, i 
suitable terms, tho thanks of Her “Majesty's Government for his noble exertions 

fn that occasion in defence of the lives of the Christians 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 84. 


Gio. 25 Sm Seer Moore to Lord 5: Rl (Revied dapat 10) 
0.28.) 
My Loni, Beyrout, July 21, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of my despatch of this date to 
Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer relative to the mission of Fuad Pasha to Syria, 
and the state of the country. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 84, 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, July 21, 1860, 

_ I HAVE the honour to incase copy of my despatch of the 18th 
instant to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
With its inclowares. 

1 beg to acknowledge tho ruceipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 12th 
Hosant, by Fuad Pasha, relative to his Bcelleneys mison to Byxa, and to 
aay, that I will bo entirely guided by the instructions it contains. 

‘Tho Imperial Firman appointing Fuad Pasha the Porto’s Commixtioner, 
and conferring on him extraordinary powers, lias been publicly read with the 
‘umal ceremonies, and his Excellency tis issued a proclamation to the people of 
Syria. ‘The Pash just sent mo several printed copies of both documents. 
T beg to inclose each in the original Arabic for tho present, and will 
{runsmit translations as soon ax practicable, 

paid a second vinit fo Fuad Pasha yesterday, who received me with the 
tam cordiality as before, 1 gave his Bxcolleney such information as I deemed 
itderirable ho ahiould pomoss. In reference to what I said respecting, the conduct 
of the Turkiah officors and troops, who, acording to my inforwation, had 
encouraged the Druscs to commit atrocities, and oven menaced them should 
they not act in the manner prescribed, he eaid that he wax open: to receive 
any disclosures that might be made by Droves, in. that or any other sense, 
tuniler any proper conditions they chose, and, if necessary, through my medium, 
His Excellency informed me yeasures for the subsistence 

hho had ordered the 

of certain. military 

nt.Colonel and two Majors 

ond at once Ahmet Pasha 

to Constantinople to answer for his conduet there ; and that ho would himsolf 

Jeayo for Damascus in three or four days, make x ahort stay there, and then 
take up his quarters at some xpot between Ut ety and Boyroot. 

I have already reported that Fond Pasha hid sent Khoorshid Paxha to 
Latakia, ‘This stop haa excited surprise and reniark ; and it is inforred that 
the Pasha will not return to this placo, but go on to Constantinople. 

I regret to siate, that by Mr. Abela’ reports, the neighbourhood of Sidon 
atill continues to be the scene of Druso acts of violoner and aggression, notwith- 
standing the conclusion of peace, I purpose to-day to bring this circumstance 

nowledge of the Porte's Commissioner, aa well as the thet. that the 

ats of Christian villages closo to Beyrout do. not ventnre to rettimn to 
thelr places to attend to theit olive plantations, their sole remaining property, 
ais the fow who had done wo have met with molestation and insult at the hands 
of the Druses. 

T have accounts from Mr, Braut ap to the 9th instant 
continued to prevail; but no Christian could show himecif out of doors without 
being assailed with opprobrious language and personal insult, 

From Aleppo we have no intelligence as yet 

Captain Paynter, at my recommendation, despatched the “ Mohawk to 
Jalfa on the 18th, in consequence off the urgent request of Mr. Consul Kayat 
for a ship of war, on account of the demeanour and language of the 
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Mahometans, ‘The “Mohawk was to call at the intermediate ports on her 
way back. Captain Howard's orders were to return forthwith, unless circum. 
stances prevented his doing so. As up to this date he has not returned, | feel 
some anxiety in regard to the delay. 
have, &e, 
(Gigned) " N, MOORE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 84, 
Imperial Firman, 
(Ciranslation,) 


‘TO the Honourable Magnate and Excellent Counsellor, the regulator of 
the world and direetor of public affairs with sagacity, and the accomplisher of 
the affairs of the people with a correct and right understanding, the establisher 
of authority and prosperity, the supporter of the foundations of ha plners and 
dignity, who art surrounded by the various favours of the most Tish King, 
the greatest agent of our Sublime Government, and the greatest Counscllor of 
our high Royalty, intewsted with tho Foreign ‘Affairs of our august Govorne 
ment ; chosen by our Majesty to be Independent in the Extraordinary Com- 
‘minsion for the Affairs of Syria, the bearer of our mark of the Mejidieh, the 
obtainer worthily of the honour of the decoration of your Imperial distinction, 
‘und of the military service of the fir clas; the wiso Vieir, Mohammed Fuad 
Pasha, may God the moat high promrve his dignity, As oan ax thou receiveat 
‘hia our Iroperial order, let it be known by thee, 

‘Thoo who art as energetic and distinguished Vieir, art aware fully of the 

which has broken ont betweon the Maronites and the Drnses inhabiting 
Lebanon in Syria. Aw soot ax the news of the hostilities and civil war 

raging between them reached us, we were very much displeased ont of com. 
passion forthe poople; we, in. our august power, look only with compassion 


upon our subjects notwithstanding their diffarences of religion, 90 that they all 
may enjay-securitys comfort, happiness, and tranquillity, and that no party 
should roles another or trespass upon its rights in apy way. ‘This & our 
greatest aim and earnest desire, 2 

As to the tyrannical and treacherous proceedings which have disturbed 
Mount Lebanon, itis in every oe contrary to our wishes and in contravene 


tion to. the papoheersionts ‘our Justice, We, therefore, entrust thee, havin 
fall confidence in thy sagacity anit wisdom, to take chargo of this matter, wm 
authorize thee, being fully aatistied of the prudence for which thou hast ‘been 
distingnished in the world, to act dependently in this matter, in order that 
{how mayest hasten to extinguish the fire of this excitement, and utterly. to 
destroy thone persons who gave birth to this disturbance, not sparing any of 
them, nor allowing:to exeapn the-porpetratars of these wicked acts, whe have 
shed maliciously the blood of mankind. Now, O excellent Viale, the unione 
amonget thy compecrs, who art adorned with the above-mentioned honourable 
gpalitien digniiod and venerated among: the men of our victorious kingdom, 
thou, even thon.art the pervon in whom onr Majesty has put its confidence and 
trust, thatthon mayest -be on our part independent in this inportaiit matter 
free to order and to.nct. And we have sent to those parts a numerous army 
which will be subject to thy orders, to be despatched wherover thy prudence, 
judgment, and energy should deem necessary, ‘Thou wilt, please God, imme. 
diately leave this place for that country, and’ as-soon as thou roachest that land, 
all civil ond military Vizirs will be subordinate to theo. ‘They will abide: by 
thy advico und submit to thy instractions in whatever thou deemest necesss 
for extorminating as soon as possible the traces of this civil war betwoen the 
Maronites and the Druses. Exhaust every effort for restoring security, aml 
ranquillity, which are essential to the happiness of all men. Punish’ those 
who have ventured to ahed the blood of Ittman beings, ie conformity to the 
just rules of our criminal code, for rebuke-and chastisement. Hasten, O hasten 
‘o exterminate the traces of this dreadful disaster, acting with the wisdom and 
energy in which thou hast been signalised. Owing to thy wisdom and faithful- 
near in the discharge of the duties of thy offs, and to the hope of thy dotag 


thy utmost in carrying ont thy mission, We have entrusted thee with the 
<ivil and military power in managing this affair. In view of these orders 
have been issued to theo from our Imperial Court, entrusting thee with the 
execution of this work, and permitting thee to depart, in order that thou mayest 
be directed and guided by th 

Depend on Our Royal Signet. 

Dated the last of Z¢-el-Hagi 1276 (July 1880). 


Inclosure 3 in No. 84. 


(Translation, Proclamation. 


People of Syria! 

"THE civil war whieh has just broken out in Mount Lebanon between the 
Maronites and Druses, and the wicked shedding of blood resulting from it, 
have excited the indignation and the regrets of His Majesty our Sultan, 
hiv merey and justice extending to all his subjects equally” and without 
matey cdl to Hix Maj He th 

Jt fs quite opposed to sty pleasure that any person or party 
thoold, or any ronson, or ts any way, melee or teanagrem the rhs of anGthe, 
‘Whoover, therefore, ventures to molest a subject of the Porto Is to be considered 
9 a rebel against ‘tho Government. Honco, after investigating the ou 
‘committed by the inhabitants of the Lebanon, overy trace of hostility and div- 
senuion shall be removed, 

T have come with an Imperial, indlepondent, and extraordinary Coteaiaaion 
to punish the perpetrators ofthese crimes, having with we Royal trope. The 
Rature of my Commission will be known from tho providions of the High 
Firman addressed to me, and frou whieh all the wo i know the jastice of 
our Sultan, who gives refuge to the opprewed, and inflicts punishment on the 
opprewors 

Twill carry out this my Commieton with pirfoct uprightness. Let all 
here be at peace. 

‘As to thon families who were driven out of their houses and homes, L will 
charge myself with the and will soo that they are provided with the 
moans of living, thus manifesting to thom the Imperial justice and compassion 
tn every way 

Let hostilities cease altogether. From this and heneofbrth, the Imperial 

pa under our command will attack any transgrowing party that bogins 
Hetlies, nnd we punish at once thine porsoea who moles oihers ‘This Com. 
frimion, while contemplating a cessation of all disumsions, is intended also to be 
an extraordinary means for hearing all cases of a criminal character affecting 
individuals, Lot overy ono, therefore, great or small, boldly bring before ax 
his grievances, and wo shall not fail to hear them, 

Be it known to all! 


No. 85. 
‘The Count de Javcourt to Lord J. Russell —(Reecived August 10.) 


Albert-Gate House, 9 Aodt, 1860. 
SUIVANT le dési ms aves bien voulu m’en exprimer ce matin j'si 
Vhonneur de vous airesn cijiot copie de In dépiche do AL, Thouvenel, et/dn 
Projet d'instructions au Général de Beaufort eee: 
c. 
igus)" F. DE JAUCOURT. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 
M. Thowwenel to Count Persigny. 


M, le Comte, Paris, le 8 Aout, 1860. 

M. L/AMBASSADEUR d'Angleterre m’a annoneé Ia nomination de Lord 
Dutferin en qualité de Commissaire du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britan- 
nique en Syrio, M. Je Comte Cowley m’a égulement fait savoir, en me le 
peibentant que Lard Dalferin part apts demain, pour Constantinople ot quit 
Hoit recovsir ses instructions de Sir H. Bulwer. Je n'ai point apprix jusqu'a 
pedsont que les autres Puissances aicnt désigné de leur e6té des Commisaires, 
bt jiatlends quam accord xe soit établi entre elles A eet égard pour soumettre le 
choix que j'aurai A fairo a approbation de Erapereur, 

Vous vous mppeles, M. le Comte, Tidée que le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté se forme de la tiche do Jn Commission, et comment je la définissais 
dans ma dépiche da 16 Juillet. Elle doit consister, vous disais-je, & 
recbercher les eirconstances qui ont amené les deniers conflits, a déter. 
iner a part de rosponsabilité dea chefs de Vinsurrection et des agents de 
Vadwinistration locale, ainsi que les réparutions dues aux victimes, ot enfin & 

f, pour les soumtettre a approbation des Gouvernements et do la Porte, 

rositlons qui pourraient dére adoptées pour conjurer de nouveaux malhours 
semble que, pour #¢ trouver investia de toute Mnutorité nécessaire: & 
mnplisxemont de cette mission, lex Commisaites devraient tenir leurs 
instructions comtne leur mandat des Gouvernements euxanémes, et continuer 
de recevoir Tours instructions des Cabinets tout cn correspondant avee les 
\mbassadeure & Constantinople dont {ls anralent 4 prendre lex avis. Je ne vois 
is, ailleurs, quien tragant coe histructions ity eOt lieu denteor dans lex 
Natale; Ht suifirnit de posor quelques principex sur lesquels lox Gonvernements 
se eoncerteraient ot dont Vapplication serait remise aux Commisaaires. Péndtrer 
Torigine et Toa causes des derniers événements, x0 livrer, Waccord ayoe le 
Cominiaaire Extraordinaire de la Porte, A une enquéte ayant pour objet de 
punter les conpobles, et, autant que possible, d'nccorder aux famillos qui ont 
particulidrement souttert los réparations matériclles des pertes quielles ont 
hubies, examinee et suggérer dans un rapport collectif les modifications que 
comporterait Vorganisation adiainbstrative de In Montayme telle quielle sléeanle 
des arrangements do 1842 ot de 1848, telles sont, &m 
6 notre premidro coramunieation aus Cabinets, lex don 
programme que la Commission serait chargte de. réali 
Ai Te Comte, do savoir si le Prinelpal Becrétaire d'Etat porta, 
FF et s'il went placé sans eet ordre W'idées en envoyant Lord Dulferin en 
Tl ext ailleurs indispensable que lor Puissances s'entendent préalable~ 
nt sur c@ point, ct Lord John Russell jugora sane doute opportun de faire 
cconnaltre aux autres Cours Vopinion du Gouvernement do Sa Majesté Hritan- 
2b aul anal. qua sur Jn date 8 Inguelle les Commisaires devraient 
tre réunis A Beyrout 

‘Ain dg mottre Af. te Ministre de ta Guerre en mesure de préciser, dans 
{os inxtructions quill avait A donner A M, le Général de Beaufort, objet deta 
rmisio ¥ cl troupes, fai adressé AM. FAmiral 
Hamelin, chargé de interim de ce Département, ia lettro dont vous trouverez 
Jn copie ei-jointe, 

Agréex, &e. 
Gigné) | THOUVENEL 


(Translation,) 


M, lo Comte, 

THE English Ambawador haw informed me 
Dadlori as Commissioner of the Government of Her Britannic Majesty in 
Syvla, Lord Cowley has also acquainted me, in presenting him to me, that 
Lost Dufferin starts the day after to-morrow for Constantinople, and that he 
ic to eocolve hie instructions trom Sir H. Bulwer. 1 have not learnt as yet that 
the other Powers have on their part named Come Vam waiting 
fintil an agreement may be established among them on this subject in order to 


Paris, August 8, 1860, 


submit to the approbation of the Emperor the choice which I shall have 
to make. 

You remember, M. le Comte, the idea which His Majesty's Government 
‘entertains of the task of the Commission, and how I delined it in my 
despatch of the 16th July. It should consist, 1 told you, in investigating the 
Gircumstances which have led to the late conflicts, in determining the share of 

insurrection, and of the agents of the local 
compensation due to the vitims, and finaly to 
;bmit them to the approval of the Governments and of 
es which might be adopted to avert fresh evils. It 
appears to me that, in order that they may find themselves invested with all 
the authority necessary to the accomplishinent of their mission, the Com- 
missioners should hold their instructions like their authority from the Gover 
ments themwelves, anid continue to receive their instructions from the Cabinets, 
corresponding at the same time with the Ambassadors at Constantinople whose 
advice they will have to take. Further, I do not see that in laying down 
theao iristractions there would be oscasion to enter into details; it would suitico 
to Tay down certain principles upon which the Goveraments will come to 
ng and the application of which will be entrusted to the Com- 
tmhioners. To penetrate the origin and the causes of the late events, to devote 
theniselvea, in concert with the Extraordinary Commissioner of the Porte, to 
am inquiry having for ite object to punish the guilty, and, as far ax jporsibl 
amnilies whic toe ‘expecially saffered, material compensation for 
the lomex which they have experienced, (0 examine anid sugwest in a colloctive 
report the modifications which would be ndmissible in tho administrative 
Organisation of the Mountain as it results from the arrangements of 1842 and 
‘of 1845 ach are, in my opinion, as { wad in our first communication to the 
Cabinets, the essential conditions of the programme which the Comeniaion will 
be charged to carry out 

T should wish to know, M. le Comte, if the Principal Secretary of State 
shares thee views, and if it was with thoso intontions that he sent Lord 
Differin to Syrio. "It ix moroover indispensable that the Powers should come 
to a proviour arrangement upon this point, and Lord Joha Rusell will no 
doubt consider it opportune to make known to the other Courts the opinion of 
tho Government of Her Britannic Majesty upon thie aubject, ax well as upon 
the date when the Commisioners should be amombled at Beyrout. 

With a view to placo the Minister of Wor in a position to set forth in the 
Joxtroctions ho had to give to General de Beaufort the object of the mission of 
the Commander-in-chief of our troops, 1 have addressed to Admiral Hamelin, 
temporarily in charge of that Department, the letter of which you will find 
A copy annexe 

z Receive, &e. 

(Bigned) | THOUVEN’ 


——— 
Inclosure 2 in No, 85, 
M. Thowoenel to Admiral Hamelin, Minister of War ad interim. 


‘M. VAwiral et cher Collague, Paris, le 4 Aoiit, 1800, 
CONFORMEMENT anx ordees de I'Emporeur j'ai signé hicr avec Tes 
riventants des Grandes Puissances ot M. 'Ambasudeur de Turquie lo 

otocalo dont j'al Vhonaeur de yous envoyer cijoiat In copie, Cet ucte 

Aéermine le caractére et léendiie du concours effectif prété i la Turquie, en 

‘rhe de mettre rapidement an terme aux désordres dont In Syrio est le théditre, 

En indiquant te but que Jos Cabinets s¢ proposent d'atteindre, il eonsacre leur 

accord et éablit qu'ls interviennent A titre collectif et an nom de l'Europe 

Aapr’s s'en étre cutendus avec In Porte, & laquelle appartient en premier Higa te 

devoir draviser. La nature de cet arrangement doit servir de régle au Com 

Tandant-en-chetde nos troupes, et votre Excellence jugera sans doute nécessaire 

en tonir compte dans les iustenctions qu'elle aura 2 remettre & M. le Général 

Ae Beaurort d Haatpoul 
Liobjet de In mission de cet Officier Général et des Commandants des forces 


ml 


ill 





es 


navales des Puissances rénnies sur Tes ites de Syrie, est de concourir a arréter, 
par des mesures promptes et Gnergiques, Veffasion du sang, et a seconder Ia 
répression des attentats commis sur tes Chrétiens, et qui ne sauraicnt rester 
impunis, E’Article IT du Protocole stipule quia cet effet il devra, a son 
arrivée en Syrie, entrer en commonication avec le Commissaire de Ix Porte. 
Cotte clause était commandée par In situation méme des choses; Vaccord des 
Phissances devait se retrouver dans Ia participation de leurs Agents appolés & 
contribuer an résultat queelles ont réolu de poursuivre. L’Envoyé du Sultan 
et M. le Général ile Beaufort wuront donc & récnir leurs efforts comomuns en 
‘combinant Paction de nos troupes avec les pleins pouvoirs dont le Commissaire 
Ottoman a &té mani, et qui Ini donment le droit de rendre et de faire exécuter 
lex décisions exigées par les eteonstanees.  M. le Général de Beaufort toute- 
fois conserve ime entidve liberté Wappréciation pour tout ce qui concerne 
Vhonnenr de notre drapeatt et lx snreté de notre corps expéditionmaire. A cet 
gard il demoure libre, en vem expliquant cependant avec le Représentant du 
Gouvernement Tare, Padopter los mesures et oceuper les positions quill 
jngera utile de pend. 

‘invite TAmbaxadeur do Sa Majesté & Constantinople et nos Consuls 
4 Boyront et i Damas A seconvler de tous les moyens en leur pouvoir Faccom- 
plissement de {a mission confide & cot Officier Général, 

Agrées, Sx, 
(Signe) THOUVENEL. 


(Pranslation.) 


M, 'Amiral et cher Colldgze, Paris, Aupest 4, 1800. 

IN conformity with the orders of the Emperor I wigned yeaterday with 
tho Reprosntatives of the Great Powers and the Ambassador of ‘Turkey 
the Protocol of whieh I have the honour to wend yom the accompanying 
copy. This act detormines the character and extent of the effecti 
atrded to Purkey, with a vew quickly to put an end to the dion 
Syrin iv dhe thentre. 

“Whilst pointing ont the object which the Cabinots propose to attals, it 
aanetions their agreomont, and eatablishes the fuct that they interpose colle 
tively, and inthe name of Enrope, after having come to an understanding to 

ich offoct with the Porte, to whom belonge in tho firat place the daty of 
originating the menaurea to be taken. 

‘The nattceo of thia arrangement will serve as a rule to the Commander-in- 
chief of our troops; and your Excellency will no doubt deem i€ necessary to 
cowwsider thin in the instructions which you will have to address to Gencral 
Boaufort d’ Hautpoul. 

‘The object of the misslon of this General and of the Commanders of the 
naval forces of the Powers assembled on the coasts of Syria, ix to assist in 
stopping, by prompt and energetic measures, the effusion of blood, aud if 
putting an end to the outrages committed against the Christians, which eannot 
romain unpunished. 

Article ILL of the Protocol stipulates that, to this end, he shall, upon 
hie arrival in Syria, enter into communication with the Cominissioner of the 
Porte, This clause wna rendered necessary by the vory situation of things 
the harmony between the Powers was to reappear in the participation of their 
Agents called upon to contribute to the attainment of the object which the 
inave resolved to purse. ‘Tho Saltan’s Envoy and General de Beaufort wilt 
have then to unite their common efforts by combining the action of our frees 
with the full powers with which the ‘Turkish Commisioner has been vested, 
and which gnve- bit the right to make, and to caus to be executed, the 
decisions ealled for by cirenmstances. 

Goneral de Beaufort retains, however, entire liberty of judgment in every 
matter which concerns the honour of our flag and the safety of our expadi 
tionary foree. 2 

Th this respect, he remains free fo adupt such measures and to occupy 
such positions as he may judge to be useful; being answerable for them, how 
fever, to the Representative of the Turkish Government. 

1 invite the Ambassador of His Majesty at Constantinople, and our 


Consuls at Beyrout and Damascus, to further, by every means in their power, 
the accomplishment of the undertaking entrusted to ths general offce. 
Receive, & 
(Signed) THOUVENEL. 





No. 86. 


Lord J, Russell (o Earl Coveley 
(So, 791.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 11, 1860, 

HER Majesty's Government approve the language which you held to 
M. Thouvenel as reported in your despatch No. 1,049 of the 7th port 
the subject of the Commission about to proceed to Syria. 

Since the receipt of your despatch Count Jancourt as communicated to 
me a copy of a despatch from M. Thonvenel to Connt de Persigny upon tho 
sme subject, a copy of which is inclosed herewith for your Excollency's 
information, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No. 87. 
The Marquis @Aseglio to Lord J. Russell.—(Reeeived August 11.) 


38, Park Lane, le 10 Aout, 1800. 

LE Marquis d'Azegtio présente ses compliments & son Excellence Lord 

John Russell et steipresse de lui tranmettre cisjoint capi de la dépiche de 

ton Excellence le Comte de Cavour relative aux affaires de In Syxie dont il 
eu Thonneur de lui donner lecture hie : 

Le Marquis d'Azeglio prie son Excellence Lovd Jolin Ramell d’agréor, &e. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 
Count Cavour to the Marquis d'Aseglio, 


M. le Marquis, Turin, le S Avdt, 1860, 

DES les premitres complications soulovéen par Ia. si 
£0 Orient, le Gouvernement du Hol, invoquant lox droits que lui conte 

td de Paris de 18546, demande Aconcourte aux négociations qui s*ouvrieaient 
Sutre les Puissances qui avalent signé avee lui les stipulations réglant Ja 
Position de la Turquie dans ses rapports ave I'Enrope. 

Torsque, plus tard, les désordres et les massacres de Syrie vinrent jo 
‘une profonde émotion ope, et faire sentir Murgente nécessité den 
Propres a protéger efficacement la vie et le repos des malheureuses. pop 
Chrétiennes de ces contrées, lo Gouvernement du Roi, partageant les sytnpathien 
les solicitudes de tous les pays eivilisés, réclama do nouveau In part qui }ui 
Terenait dans le concert qui s'établirait entre les signataires du Tyaité de Paria 
Pour aviser aux moyens d'aider la Tarquic i mettre un terme i ces exes ot a 
e8 désastres. 
___ Fonudée sur lee dispositions d'an acte soleunel, non moins que sur la protec- 
tion que la Sardaigne doit 4 ses nombreux nationatx résidanta en Sy’ 
les graves intéréts de sa marine et de son commerce, la demande du Cabinet 
le Turin se recommandait naturellement dla considération des Puissances 

En effet, & Paris, comme 4 Londres et 4 St, Pétershourg, nous avons 
Tencontré dans Ia justice ot dans In loyanté de ces Cours Jes meilloures di 
Sitions & seconder nos désirs. 

Nous avons appris toutefois que, pour faciliter une entente qui maurait su 

ttre de délai sins laisser les habitants Chrétiens de Ia Syrie en proie aux 
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dévices de leurs adversaires, Jes Puissances auraient adopté la résolution de 
rocéler uniquement 62 vertu de arrangement conclu en 1645, suguel la 
rdaigne n'a pas &té partic. 

‘Catie manibre Wenvisager Ja question en dehors des clauses du Traité 
signé A Paris le 30 Mars, 1856, doit, on le concevra, nous suggérer de graves 
objections 

seere. sais qu’en 1845 les Cinq Grandes Puissances, voulant empicher le 
retour des désordres qui avaient ensanglanté la Syrie, étaient convenues avec la 
Porte d’assurer, par certaines mesures d'administration intérieure, le repos et la 
tranquillité de ces malheureuses contré 

(ies terribles péripéties dont V'annonce est venue surprendre si doalourense- 

nt Europe Cheétienne, proviennent sana contredit de la méme souree, et il 
fost naturel que Tex Puissanees qui avaient cru les éloigner 4 jamais par les 
irrangements de 1845, reconnaisant ou leur insuifisaneo ov leur inexdcution, 
solent ainendes & prendre, de concert avee In Porte, dex mesures plus énergiques 
ct plas effienses. 

Main on ne saurait méconnaitro, en méme temps, que xi la question est 
locale quant A Pétondue du territoire qui est le théstre don événements, elle a 
toujours prix des proportions Buropéennes par Vintluence qu'en ressentent néces~ 
sairement 1a situation de la Turquie ot les relations entre lex divers Etats de 
Europe. Ein effot, nous n’avons pas bevoin de rappeler eombic 
diaboutie aux rogiements de 1843, len affaires de Syrie faillirent expose 
VBurope a des complications sériouses, 

Tautee part, on ne eaurait oublicr non pls que te but principal que les 
Paissances xe sont proposé on admottant, en 1850, le Turquie aux avantages du 
concert Buropéon # été préelsdment Wéviter que dex questions locales oa des 
Conventions particulidres assex iraportantes pour donner View A une intervention 
artnge puuaent #0 soustraire au contrite et A laction collective de toutes indis- 
tinetement lex Poiwances sigoataires du ‘Traitd qui eréait un nouveau droit 
publique relativement i la Turquie. 

i par conséquent, In sitaation actuelle so rattache, quant aux fait, aux 
arrangements de 1846, quant au mode de procéder, il nous semble de toute 
Gvidence qu'il doit dtre cherché dans les stipulations do 1856, auxquelles la 
Bardaijme a été partic 

Mais sf les considérations qui préeédent confrment la certitude od nous 
avons toujours été de roit consacré par un ‘Traité solennel, 
hour nous filicitons teop de Fucconk qui west heurcuxernent établie pour que 
fous voulions courit Ia motndre risque de soulever des disentiments propres & 
Te troubler, on dentnaver action bienfaimante que MEurope west déeidée 4 
crwrver en favour des populations jgnomindes par de si erucls désastres, 

Nour v'iguorons pas, on effet, les obstacles qu'auralcut oppow A accueil 
de note demande los efforts constants de 'Autriche pour nous exelure d'accords 
{qui devraient étre a Fabri de toute jaloasie politique, et auxquels effectivement 
Pesprit coneiliant des autroy Puissances a vould imprimer lo caractéve d'une 
ggnérewse manifestation de la Chrétienté, 

‘Avia, tottt en réservant foriellement les droits que Ini contre lo Traité 
de. Paris, Ie Gouvernemont de Sa Majesté abstiendrast-il en ce monet 
usister davantaxe dans 90s ‘Sclamations. 

Mais en donnant ce gage de Yexprit de conciliation dont il ext animé on 
présonce d'une ease of In Chnitienté toute entiére doit témoigncr de la wolidarité 
Te eee sentiments, Ia Cour de Turin ext persundée quo »i la question quiactuelle- 
Inont cat coruidérde comtne locale, et limitée en quelque sorte par les riglet 
ile L&LS, venait i ac géndealiser ot & toucher aux rapporte Slablis par le nouveau 
droit public entre la Turquie et les autres Puiswances de l'Europe, Ia Sandaigne 
sora appelée & prendre part mux délibérntions eommunes. 

Jervous autorise, M. le Marquis, A donner copie de ta présente dépéche & 
Lori John Russell 

Agrées, &e, 
(Signs). CAVOUR. 





a 
No. 88, 


Earl Coley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 11.) 

(Xo. 1,060. Most Confidential.) 
‘My Lord, Paris, August 10, 1860. 
__ WITH reference to Mr, Fanc’s despatch No. 10 of the 2nd instant, inclosed 
incopy in, your Lordsip's despatch of the instant, stating Count 
Rechborg’s reasons for supporting the Russian proposal of adding a Secret 
Articlo to the Convention relating to Syria, by which the stipulations of that 
Convention should be made applicable to other parts of the Turkish dominions, 
Thave the hononr to obscrve that I know, from undoubted authority, that 
Prince Metternich has atated his beliof that Count Rechberg was 
Worked upon by Prince Gortchakolf, who told the Austrian Prime 
that a plot was ripe for instituting a Kingdom or Republic of Roumat 
gave ik to be understood that the policy of Riuwia would very much dep 
On tho lino which Austria. might uke with rogand to the Secret Arti 
Femarking, at tho same time, that Austria had a greater interest than an 
other Power. in obtaining the insertion of sich an Article, having #0 miny 
sabjeots of Roumain origin, who would, without doubt, desire to form part of 
the now State. 

"As this information has been communicated to me under the 
secrscy, I beg that your Lordship will consider this despatch to be 


‘confidential. 
T have, &, 
(Signed) COWLEY, 





No. 80, 


Eorl Cowley to Lord J. Russel (Received August 11.) 
(So. 1,065.) 
My Lord, Paris, August 10, 1800, 
‘ON my pressing M.’Phouvensl again this afternoon to make Hor Majenty's 
Government sequainted with the instractions faraished to General Beaufort, 
Nie Rxcelloncy sat that they bad been already communicated to your Lordship, 
find that vou had expressed yourself to be perfectly satisfied with them. 
: Thave, &e. 
(Bigned) ' COWLEY. 





No. 00, 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell, (Received August 11.) 
(No. 1,069.) 
My Lond, Paria, August 10, 1800, 

T HAVE informed M, Thouvone! ia the words of your Lonship's despatch 
No. 789 of yesterday's date, that Hor Majesty's Government agree with that 
Of France respecting the instructions to be fsned to the Commissioners who 
ate to proceed. to Syria, that, 19 weet the wishes of the French Government, 
They ae Stiakied that those inscruetions atould issne from the Five Powers, 
but that they considor it of the ntmost importance that the Commisioners 
should be named, and begin their operations as soon as possible. 

AL "Thouvencl maid that he was mach embarrassed ax to the choice of a 
Commlssioner on the part. of France. It was essential to find 1 person who 
fat core knowledge of the country ant people with whom Te would have to 
deal, but unfortunately those from whom he could choose wonld, the feared, 
ot be favourably viewed by Her Majesty's Government. Ho could! have 
Wished to send ML Bourré, but he felt sure the choice would not be approved 
J Lonion, Th nomination, of M. Sabatier. would probably be ‘equally 
didiked, Almost the only individual who remained to them was M- Poujade, 
tind as be had generally agreed well with his British colleagues, M.Thonvenel 
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thought that he should name him, thong he was not blind to the defect of a 
certain impetuosity of character which required contr). 

nother erasers ee bea! ioe oan was, that in all probability his 
nomination would followe ‘that of M. Basily, the Russia, 
which it was desirable to avoid. ‘Sa abe 

He had gone as far as he could, M. ‘Thouvenol said, in hinting this to the 
Russian Government. 

In the meantime, uo answer had been received from any of Ge 
ments to whom the proposal of sending a Commision, hat peat oeere 
M. Thouvonel suggested that it might be well that Her Majesty's Groner, 
should also press those Governments to come to some decisiee. 


No. 91. 


Proposed Instructions to the French Commiasioner in. Syria.—(Communieuted 
the Count de Jescourt, August 11) is 


VOUS connaiwes Véhjot do tn mission dont vous tes chargé, comme 
Commissaire de I'Empereur en Syrie, et Yous comprendrez que je ne saurais 
peeroir toutes les difcultés que vous aurex d surmonter, ni vous indiquer en détail 
cs dives points que vous aurex i éxoudre, Je me bornerai done h'vous donty 
ile directions générales ui evtont vous servie de rig de condute. 

‘otro premier soin, vous tre mis en rapport avec lex Comminai 
stAuribe, de Grande Bretagne, le Prom ot de Ren, ct sree eelatde Seley 
sera de rechercher, de concert avee eux, Vorigine et les causes des événem 
de détorminer la putt de responsabilité digs chefs de Puneet a te ‘en 
de Vadmsinistration, et de provoquer la punition des coupables. Ties neurens 

48 données i Constantinople et les poavoirs quo le Commimaire 
toman w recu du Sultan ne permettont pas de douter que Yous ne trouvien de 
te part, tout Te concours que vous aves droit d'en attondre pour que Fenquite 
nelle vous vous livreres avec lui réponde aux conditions dane active ee 
impartial justi 
1 couviendra, d'autro. part, Wappricier Hétendue des. désastres qui ont 
frapps len populations Cheétionnes et de combiner les tmoyons Propres & soulazer 
st méme & indemniser, autant que posible, lex portos constatees, Crest li ave 
courte de réparation & laquelle tons les Commimaires voudront ‘comaerer lene 
lforts. Mais il est un autre point qui mérite également do fixer votre atte 
4e vous patler dos arrangements qu'il pourrait sre utile de prendre pont ssn 
4 Tavenie, ordre at ln nécutité de Syrie et conjurer le retour des, mines 
calamiten, Vous | eopern! dans une appréciation équitable dos faita ot des 
ciroonstances qui lex ont motivés, los lumidros née 
modifications qu'il y aurait lien d 
Jigrement dans organisation de la 
ments de 1842 et 1846, L'expond d 
rapport commun qui serait arrstd 
‘Tellea sont, 


"Ambassadeur de Sa 
transmettre toutes les 
conformerez aux directions 


ss 
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No. 92, 


Conpul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell,—(Received August 12.) 
Gio. 25.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, July 25, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to incloss copy of my despatch of this dato 
With its inclosure, to Her Majesty's Ambassador at tho Porte, reporting the 
deparrare of Fuad Pasha for Damascas, and latest intelligence received from 
that city. 

Subsequent to the outbreak at Damascus, the Turkish Trrezular Cavalry 
chiefly Kurds) in garrison at Banibeck, under the command of Hassan Agha 

aaiji, fell upon the Christian population both of the town and ndjacent 
Country, and committed dreadful excesses against them. “Aided by Motualls 
and Mussulmans of the district, they plundered the houses of the Christians, 
violated! the women, sacked and burnt about twonty churchesand two convents, 
and generally laid waste that part of the district inhabited by Christians, of 
Whom several were killed. 

‘The Groek Catholic Bishop of Baalbock has to-day sent me, in common 
With the other Consuls of the Great Powers, a statoment of theso frightful 
bs compels me to dofer transmitting translation of the 

ro occasion, Ho estimates the losses of the Christians 
Wit 20,000 purses (30,0001) : he himwelf had sought refuge in flight. Of the 
Christians some fled, and others embraced Mahometaniaan to wavo their lives, 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) 'N, MOORE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 92, 


Conval-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


‘Sir, Beyrout, July 28, 1860, 
T HAVE the hononr to state that Fuad Pasha left five Damascus yesterday 
won, His Exeelleney took with him two battalions of troop and wx 
Pleces of artillery. He expressed to me hix determination to act with the 
Utmort rigour at Damascus. Late in the evening a Turkish gun-boat arrived 
direct from Constantinople, whence she had bocn dispatobod with letters for 
Fuad Pasha in consequence of the receipt at the Porto of tho news oft 
break at Damascus. A courier waa immediately lowpata od with U 
4nd came up with Fuad Pasha a fow hours from Boyrout, ‘This gu 


Fetarns to Constantinople this evening, and 1 avail mysalf uf the oppart 
cot of Admiral Moustapha Pasha, to transmit this dispat 


to inclose the copy of a lotter I have received from Mr. 

Graham (who had gone to Damascus with M. Outrey, the French Consul 
there) from which your Excellency will learn the renewed critical state of 
things in that city. "Other private letters speak mach in the same sense, Mr. 
rant, however, fs more hopefi, though he ways that all will depend upon the 
Manner in which Fund Pasha acts, J 
Proviously to his departure, Fuad Pasha depnted Frango Effendi, one of 

his Attaché, and Bishop Tobie, to proceed to the Kesrouan, in order to 
thdeavour to uring about a reconciliation between the peasantry and the Hazin 
Sheiks who, as your Execllency is aware, were expelled by the peasuntry from 
that district about two years ago. ‘The Commissioners left yesterday for 
Djonia Bay in a small Turkish man-of-war. ‘The Pasha’s first intention was 
to have also sent the Christian Kaimakam, but on the Bishop's pointing out to 
him the extreme danger of such a step, the Kesronan being strongly disulfocted 
towards the Kaimakam, bis Exeelleney renounced the ies. This functinnry 
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is universally detested in the Lebanon, and much of what has occurred is laid 
at his door. 
Her Majesty’s ship “Neptune” js in sight. 
_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 9: 
Mr. Graham to Consul-General Moore. 


My dear Sir, Damascus, July 26, 1860. 

L ARRIVED here safely yesterday at noon. In tho Beka, to our 
surpris, we found the Mushir, new Commander-in-chiof of the troops in S 
eneamped with his troops. Eo said that he was not to. proceed 

Fuad Pasha, Why? ‘This sens again to bo a foolish arrangem 

thor shakes one’s confidence in his Excellency. 

o had for our excort sixty Algerines and fiftoen Druses of Asal Amor of 

dno Nizam M, Outre} refitsod at the last moment to have any. 
At Ditnls we were met by an additional escort of twenty-five of Abd-el-Kador’e 
mien, and with all this troop we entered the city, much to the astonishment of 
all the Moslems. In addition to aur escort « Tarklsh officer and some troo} 
met us at the gate to induct us, ‘They proposed taking us ax Hide as powsibhe 
through the town, and wonnd in and out of the suburbs until we came to the 
{cite nearont the house of Absdvel-Kader, Ax we approached his street we 
found tho way lined with armed Mogharbeh, and we descended at his house. 

‘Mr, Brant came to meet mo there, and after a short conversation with 
the Emir T went off with Mr. Brant to the Writish Consulate, 

Mr. Brant 1 found in better health than I had expected, and. in as good 
hope au over. 

Yontorday, I saw, besides, M. Lamusse, the Belgian Vice-Consul, and 
M, Banwbino, French Consular Agent at Hanah, ax alo Amin Pasha (Baron 
Schwartvenberg), and Me. Robson. 

Of these, M. Lantoae, M, Bambino, and Mr, Robson told me that things were 
not looking #9. .xol again, that the people who for three or four days had gone 
about without arm had ‘now remmed, thelr arma again, and that the slight 
confidence which bad. begun, to dawn on the Christians at tho arrival of 
Mohasnmor Piigha was now fast going. And the general impresion was that 
uunles the now Mushir arrived very soon, and on his arrival employed very 
prompt measures, there would be a repetition of the slaughter. Mr. Brant, 
‘on the other hand, seems alow to believe any report, and unless ft can be clearly 
proved to hus that such and soch is the caw he will not give credit to any 
statement, However, you will see fron his despatch liow he views the prescut 
state of things, 

‘Tosdayy 1 have again seen Mt. Rabyon, have reesived visits from the chief 
men of Axi Amer of Hit, and from Sheikh Migwel.* Mr. Rotwon had been 
‘nwalted both yesterday in roturning home, and to-day in coming here. At my 
recommendation he scat yeorday to Yebrid to prepare Mr. Crawford for 
Teaving. Me, Robson told na the town. was fall of armed men, and in short hie 
opinion fy that a second massacre will take place, 

T asked Migwel what he heard about these things. He told mo the 
Moslems did not think of any more bloodshed unless the news should arrive of 
1 proposed occupation of the eonntry by foreign troops, but in that case they 

vere determined (0 spare no one; “and,” said he, * people tom the Hauran 
andthe Arabs, and people frow all aronnd, would join'and fall upon the town 
He lea man who is, Lshapeet, well acquainted with the opinions of the people, 
and probably: says what &s really the ease. ‘This afternoon t went all through 
the Christian quarter; 1 went intoall the finest houses—houses which 1 had 
bboen in a few weeks ago when they were the show-houses of Damascus—now 
nothing but the walls remain, in many cases not above five or six fet high from 
the ground. In many the bodies lay unburied, and the stench ly, was 


* Hosband of Lady Elenboroug 


horrid, for all the wells were full of bodies. J saw a head alone here and 

and limbs lying alone, and in one house the dogs were still at work; two 
houses were on fire ; ‘only the ht before last, I think, the Moslems set fire to 
some houses. In short, the whole Christian quarter is burned, not one house 
emains untouched ; the ‘only Christian houses which have been saved are those 
in the Muslim quarters, and all these have been gutted and plundered. The 


monasteries are also black rnins ; the new convent of Terra Santa, being strongly 
frit of stone, remains more entire than the others, ‘The well was fll of dead 
ies. 

Tn short, 1 may say, that from all { gather from the behaviour of the 
Moslems as 1 went through the strects, and from the general report of the 
Beople, a second massacre is most certainly looked forward to, and the plan 
Will be carried ont, unlos Fuad acts very differently from the Pasha who has 
‘been here the Inst weok, ‘The Moslems’ ery is, Let us finish the Christians ; 
lot us exterminate them ;” and, indeed, they were only prevented from doing 
#0 by the momentary fear caused by the arrival of Mohammer Pasha. I think 
itmoet probable that the Sorai would have been the scene of atrocities like those 
at the Deir and Hasbeya. About 12,000 Christians are now there, and the 
‘ew Pasha is such a coward that he is afraid to show himself in the town; in 
hort, he seems (o inherit atleast the imbecility of Ahmet, If Fuad has not yet 
Jef Heyrout { think you shonld insist on hix ordering the now Seraxkier to come 
on here instead of wailing for him, as a little delay may cause tho greatest 
calamity. We shall long for the arrival of your loitors to-morrow ; but T trust 
there will be no “reports of an occupation ; if #0, 1 feel convinced the 
excitement, which has not subsided, will break out again, and thon nothin 
will calm tho people ; and Fuad and his foreo may arrive just after all 
is over. 

Thave nothing more, I think, to way to-day. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CYRIL C, GRAHAM. 


No. 93 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell,—(Received August 12.) 
(No. 476.) we 
My Loni, Therapia, August 1, 1860, 

ALL, that Lean say with respect to Syrin by this poet ix, that order bax 
Been restored at Dau and that Fuad Pasha was, according to the Inst 
Accounts, proceeding there. 

‘The Commander, Achmet Pasha, had been sent hero for trial; but Aali 
finding he accuscd others, anid that ‘hi conduct could only be adequately 
inquired into or dealt wid at Damascus, has sent hiny back thither. 

‘There in a strong feclinyg against him at the Porte, and they seems every 
Feason to beliove that the man was always known to bea coward, which is not 
the tumal defect of a ‘Turk 

Tho Drusesand Maronites have quietly returned to their respective homey, 
having signed a peace, and no accounts of further disturbances have reached 
‘25; chough M, de Lanuoeo, the French Agwat at Damascus, scems (o expect 
tome. ‘This gentleman gives the killed at Damascus at 8,000 ; Colonel O'Reilly 
Writes 500; Mr. Brant, 1 believe, 5,000, But the fret is, no one yet ean 
Pretend to give correct figure of this kind, 

‘That there are many exaggerations is certain, ence, putting tagother the 
Ruinber of persons said by some parties to be killed, to be saved by Abe-el- 
Kader, and to be in the citadel, the amount would be more, perhaps, can 

ible the number of Christians that ever were in Damaseus. 

But sufficient is Known to bear witness to a horrible catastrophe com- 
Prising murder, robbery, and pilhage. 

‘The priests and higher orders of Mussulmane wem to have behaved 
well, and to have done their utmost to save the lives of the Christians. and 
Aranquillize the disorder, in which but a small mob seem at first to have been 
concerned, 

‘The conflagration in the city attracted the Arabs on its outskirts. Their 











































































































entry into the town gave a new character to affairs, and from that moment 3 
great portion of the city secms to have been delivered up mercilessly to 
plunder and the sword. 

Ic will be very important as to the future to ascertain, as accurately as 
possible, the primary causes of these disturbances, and as to how far the 
Soraskice's conduct was the effoct of fear or of treachery, 

‘To fimagine that the Government here was a party to such treachery, is, 
in my opinion, out of the question ; but as the Pasha himself was dissatisfied 
‘with the Porte, and wished to prove he had teen left with an inefficiont force, 
it is possible that may have influenced his conduct ; this fecling, if any other 
motive than fear, Is necesstry to accotnt for it 

‘Tho officers concerned at Hasbeyah and Zahlé will be tried by court. 
martial. Mr. Moore seoms to say that the idea of the arrival of French troops 
in Syria appears rather to ext excitement and alarm as to future troubles, 
bbut at prewnt, at all ovonts, things are settling down; and it will be desirable, 
if'a Fronch forco ix sent, that It should be rather Kept in the sen-townw than 
‘employed in the interlor, where the Turkish forces might be used, and European 
Commissioners sent, if’ any question in which the European Governments arc 
intores'ed has to be investigated. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HLL. BULWER. 


No, 04, 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J, Russell—(Received August 12.) 
(No. 477) 
My Lond, Therapia, August 1, 1860. 

‘THE accompanying letter from Colonel O'Reilly, who isattached to Fand 
Pasha’s mission in Syria, reached mo yesterday, and 1 think it of sufficient 
intorest to tennumit it to your Londshl 

__ Ehavo, &e 
(Signed) H. L. BULWER, 


Tnclorure in No, 4. 
Colonel O'Reilly to Sir H, Bulwer, 


My dear Sir, Reyrout, July 18, 1860. 
FUAD PASHA has requewied mo to write to yon and to give you an 
account of what tne tis found to be the state of 0 ul of the subjects 
containes! fn his oficial dexpatchen, while! thinks you Would desire to have 
He desires me at the mune 1 hix compliments, 
he would write 


bid Pula to visti a cor 
» and the View-Admiral Mustap! 
Pasha to proceed for the same purpose as far as Acre, sending along with, hie 
ono of the Catholic members of the Commission to distribute money to be used 
for the rolief of the wounded Maronites along the const; he has already given 
money to the Sisters of Charity (French) here, for the addivonal expenses of 
their hospital incurred by the reception of the wounded. 

Ac Damascus there has boon a suceession of outrages for several days, all 
directed against the Christians of the town. ‘The whole of the settled egies 
population af Damascus, the members of the Ulemal, and other chicts of that 
religion, eneavouted 10 tap the procedings of ue rioters who were men fea 
suburb of the oty called tho Aleidan, inabited by an unsettled population 


of Hanranese and Arabs and by the Kurdish population in the neighbourhood 
of the city. ‘The uctors of the scenes were all Mussulmans or Druses, but all 
Tespeetable Mussulmans endeavoured to arrest the movement. ‘Their efforts do 
Rot seem to have been supported by the action of the military authorities. 
Fuad Pasha has in consequence ordered Ahmet Pasha, late Commander 
chief, to come to Boyrout to surrender himself. Osman Bey and Abd-nl-Selam 
Bey, the officers who remained passive at Hasheya and Deir-el-Kamar during 

asacres, are also to be tried by court-martial this week. “The number 
‘of killed at Damascus is about 500, the remainder of the inhabitants of the 
‘Christian quarters having found a refage in the Castle. 

Fuad Pasha has received reports since his arrival which assuro him of the 
Perfect restoration of tranquillt 

He has dispatched a letter to Aleppo directing the Commandant to resort 
to force at once if anything occurs, and to devote himself’ and his troops to 
the last man for the protection of order. 

Tha few days more we will advance into the interior, when his Excelloney 

to inflict a most severe panishment on the guilty parties at Damascus, 
T have, Se. 
(Signed) 1, O'REILLY. 





No. 95. 
‘Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. —(Recelved August 12. 


My Lord, ‘Theroyia, August 1, 1860, 

LINCLOSE your Lordship the copy of a telegram written to the Turkish 
Anibaseador at Paris, In consequence of the French Ambassador's communica 
tion here, relative to the sending of foreign troops to Syria. 

Aali Pasha read me another communieation whieh he also addrewed to his 
Ambassador at Paris, but of which T have not a copy, stating the many objec~ 
tions the Porte had to this expedition, on account of the excitement it might 
Produce, and the evils that excitemont might bring abont. 

Hix Highness belloved also that auch assistance is not nocossary. 

At the eae time, understanding the feelings that may exist in Europe on 
this subject, he docs not counsel the Sultan to oppore the wishes of the Great 
Powers, but rather urges those Powers to take into consideration the arguments 
he lays before thom. As everything I could hore say on this subject hax 
tlther been said by me already, or will be urged by the Turkish Ambasador 
in London and Paris, I do not on this occasion trouble your Lordship with any 
Additional remarks; but to sum up my opinions in a fow words, 1 should.» 
‘that Aali Pasha takes probably an exaggerated view of the consoquences wl 
‘a European intervention may produce, but that, at the aame tite, such an. 

on is not without considerable danger, and may, from # variety of 
causes, including the excitement between rival populations, to which Aali 
Pasha alludes, cause further complications. 

It's, therefore beter avoided, unless there is me strong necenity for it 
oF nome ‘clear object to be arrived at by it; but that if either such strong 
Recessty exists, or euch a definite object is to be arrived at, the considerations 
to which the acting Grand Virer calls attention, ean only be roganded wo far 


% relates to the taking of every possible precaution against the causes for 


Appreliension which he suggests. aro 
ve, 
(Signed) HL, BULWER. 
Inclosure in No. 95. 


Aali Pasha to Ahmed Vefyk Efendi. 
(Translation.) July 27, 1860. 
HIS MAJESTY has been more deeply than any one else by 
the afificting events of Syria. ST carcass alanis wis 
x 





have been the canse of, or instramental in them, as well as of those 
functionaries who havo not performed their duty in preventing them, has been 
determined upon. Full authority and ample forces have been given to Fuad 
Pasha for that purpose, If it please God, the matter will be soon settled in 
accordance with the wishes of the sywmpathising heart of His Majesty, those of 
all right thinking Musstlmans, agd of Europe itse 

[he telegram sont to the French Government respecting the sending of a 
European Commission for the purpose of inquiring into the circumstances 
attentling the above ovents and for acting jn conjunction with the Imperial 
(Turkish) functionaries ip tho reform of the Regulations of 1845, as well as 
rospocting the sending of a military force to assist Hix Majesty's Government 
in virtue of n Convention to bo conctuded between His Majesty's and the 
Enropean Governments, and finally respecting the granting by telegraph to 
His Majesty's Represniative in Vari of fall powers for discussing wich 4 
Convention with the Plenipotentiaries of those Governments, has been commu 
nicated by M. de Lavaletio (0 the Subl 

"The necessities of the exse on thexe 


tmiagon haa boon considered ax ono in the natural order of 
Respecting the sending of troops at this juncture to Syri 
siderations of the most important nature have been communicated to the French 
and British Ambaiaadors at Constantinople. Moroover according to the recent 
advices of the Porte, It is demonstrated and proved that the military forces of 
Majesty at present Ia Syria are sufficient for satisfVing the present neces 
for obta conelusion desired by His Majesty and His Allies 
holeas should ft app iMlustrions Governments, who axe the 
friond and Alligs of the Sultan's Government, during the discussion of the 
matter by their rompective Plenipatentiaries nsombled at Paris, that iy order 
to ensure the 4 coygplete return ag wll athe consoldalon of oder, 
peas, anid the authority af His Majesty's Government in Syria, It ls neces 
thither a European military force to act in concert with the Porte’ 
e Hig Majesty has been pleased to order that you be appointed 
and invested with fall powers for discussing and signing a Convention with the 
Reprowntatives of the above Goverpments on the following baser;— 
1, The movements and action of the troops to bo went aro to take place in 
concert swith the authorities of the Porte. 
oY to be apportioned according to the present situation, 
3, ‘The time of their return and withdrawal ix (0 be epecified 
Yi mediately communieate with M. "Thouvenel in this sense, and 
ive him a copy of this telegram, 


No. 06. 


Lord Bloomfeld to Lord J. Russell (Received august 13.) 

(No. 299. Confidential) 
My Lord, Berlin, Auguat 11, 1860, 

THE vexation of the Ruslan Government at the failure of Count 
Kisecleif In obtaining the insertion in the Syrian Convention of the additional 
Article propon d by them, hax boen loudly expressed here by Baron Budborg. 
Ho says that the Emperor and Prince Gortehako both extremely 
annoyed at what has ocetrrod, and he goes so fixe as to say that Cou 
Kieolcti% conduct way on the point of being disavowed, and he adds that, if 
he himwelf had beon charged with the negotiations, he should have retired from 
tho Conforence rather than put his name to the protocol 

Baron Budberg hax now been seeking an explanation from Baron 
Selileinitz as to the passive conduct af Prince Reuss on the 3rd of August, for he 
appears to have nnderstoos that the Prussian Chargé d'Affaires was instructed to 
give his best aupport to the Rosian Article at the Conference, and the Baron 
therofore reproaches this Government with the silence observed by their 

cesentative, and with his not having said one word in support of Count 
Kisselelf 3 

Baron Budberg has also been secking to persuade the French Miniser at 


cc) 


this Court that Baron Schileinitz had spoken in a different sense t0 eacis 
them, but Prince de la Tour d'Auvergne assures me that it was not so, and 
says that Baron Budberg called cn him some time ago, just after he had left 
the Foreign Department, and repeated to him what Baron Sehleinits. had sald 
‘on the subject of the ‘proposed Russian Article, and that his necount of 
his Excelleney's observations completely tallied with what Baron Schleinitz had 
said to himself on the subject a short time befor 

Thus it would seem that it was the Roasian Government which had been 
Aeceived by their own Agents. who had led them to believe that they could 
‘count on the cordial support of Austria and Prussia at the Cc 1, whilst 
the Cabinets of Vienna and Berlin appear never to have intended’ giving 
more than a simple adhesion to the Russian Article, provided it were favourably 
considered by the majority of the Plenipotentiaries, 

* T have, &e. 
(igned) BLOOMFIELD, 





No. 97, 


Lord J. Russell to Kart Cowley. 
(Wo. 794.) 
‘My Lori, Foreign Office, August V2, 1800. 
e, in the opinion of the French Government, » necessity. 
Wg to Syria the remaining 4000 men stipulated for in the Protocol 
instant, your Excellency ix instructed in such game to report such 
h Government 
Government will then consider whether there is a cause for 
1, and whether the half or even the whole of the additional 
‘hall be furnished by Her Majesty 
At present it seems desirable that the French Division should not proceed 
to Damascus, ns the reports from thence show that they might cause o fresh 
uthroak of Mabometan fhuaticisn, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Coley, 

(No, 795.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, August 13, 1800, 

IN 10 your Excellency’ despatch No. 1,069 of the 18th instant, 1 
ae me Sea teat Her Majesty ( ‘Government have no objection to the 
appointment of ML. Ponjade ax French Commissioner in Syria, nor would they 
have objected jto the employment of M. Bourré in that capacity had the 
French Government. rhought fit to appoint him. 


Tam, &e. 
(Bigned) "J. RUSSELL, 





Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 


Foreign Office, August 14, 1860. 

YOU are already informed of the object of the mission with which you are 

teen member of the Commission about to proceed to Syria, and you 

will easily understand that it is impossible for Her Majesty's Government to 

foresee all the difficulties you will have to encounter, or to point out to you in 

detail the different matters on which you may have to treat. I will therefore 

confine myself st present to those general directions which winy serve to guide 
renee A giving any specific instructions. 
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Your first care, after putting yourself in relation with the Commis— 
sioner of the Porte, und with those of Austria, France, Prussia, and 
Russia, will be to inguire, in concert with them, into the origin and causes 
of the late deplorable events, to detenmive the share of responsibility incurred 
by the chiefs of the insurrection and the agents of the administration, and to 
all for the punishment of the guilty. The assurances which have heen given 
St Constantinople, and the powers which the Turkish Commissioner has received 
Aecethe Sultan, exclude all doube that you. will ind on his part all the asist- 
tance which you have a right to expect in order that the inquiry which you will 
Conduct in concert with him may have for its result the execation of severe and 
impartial justice with regard to the chiefs, as well as the subordinate instru- 
ments of erime, 

Tt wil be your duty, on the other band, to appreciate the extent of the 
disasters which have been suffered by the Christians, and to consider of the means 
est fitted to alleviate, and even to. indemnify, as far ax possible, the losses 
which have been sustained, There is another point which equally deserves 
attention; Lean the arrangements which it may be useful to muke in order 
to establish for the future order and security in Syria, and prevent the retum of 
similar calamities. You will find in an equitable examination of facts, and of 
the circumstances which have given rise to them, the data necessary to enable 
{you to mggest the modifications which it may be necemsary to make in the 
present arrangements, and in the onganization of the Lebanon, as settled in 
Tai2 and 1849, AA report on these modifications should be made by all the 
‘Commissioners collectively 

‘Such are the only instructions which I have to give you. ‘The Commis 
sioners of Austris, of France, of Prussia, and of Russia, will, T have reason to 
hope, teceve instructions dente in wubstance; you wil aps yourelf to act 
with your colleagues in the spirit of harmony, aud you will, doubt not, find 
them animated by the same spirit. 

1 shall communicate the present instructions to Her Majosty"s Ambassador, 
to whom is well as to me you will transmit your reports 

Lshall also desire Her Majesty's Consuls in Syria to lend you every aid 
which may contribute to the success of your mission, 

Tam, Se. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


————— 
No. 100. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(Xo. 7) 
My Lord, Foreign Offce, August 14, 1860. 
1 HAVE now the honour to forward to your Lordship the instructions of 
Her Majesty's Government for your guidance as Her Majesty's Commissioner 
to Syria. 
icy bave been ftamed in complete accordance with the Freach Govern 
ment, ancl will be found identical, I trust, with those of the Governments of 
‘Rustrin, Prussia, and Russia, You will arrange with Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at the Porte the time of yout leaving Constantinople for the coast of Syria. 
Tn my opinion itis desirable you should enter upon your duties ax soon as 
posite, in onder that justice hy Being spect, may produce the more ec. 





No. 101. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 8.) 
My Lord, s Foreign Office, August 14, 1860. 
MONG the subjects which will require ‘immediate attention, the 
condition of the ics women who Parcel fogari cra ey st "Turkish 
hharems is one of the most urgent. 
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You will press upon Fuad Pasha and 
‘sha and your European colleagues the 
sey et ey em 
Haabaraegaamentable situation. ‘Many. of them, no doalt, have lost their 
hosband fi rs ; 80 that it will be a matter of some difficulty to 
rs fare raph where their lives will be safe, and means of 
upon these and other det esty's Govern: 
youn exer your ate Her Majesty's Gow ent must leave 
fuch will, of course, depend on the selection and guidance 1c 
duhories to bom this rich and fertile country iin Time to be conte 
Pasha like Khoorshid of Beyrout, and Achmet of Damascus, would. pervert 
Bie est regulations that can te framed. Your Lordship ‘wll, therefore 
Se runt the character and disposition of my new Governors who 
be likely to receive appofntinents 1 
corrupt Government of ‘Comsemtople Oe PS ee me Pai eicend 


sustenance can 


Lam &e, 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL, 





No, 102. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell. (Received August 15.) 


(No, 1,088.) 


M, 
ae mee Paris, August 14, 1860 
be te ie onner Sr time Consul-General in Wallachia, will 
I. Thouvene! has been informed that the Russian G 
; Thourene! habe Government have 
printed M:Novikow, Secretary to the Rumian Legation at Constantinople, to 
___ have, &e, 
(Bigned) COWLRY. 
$$ 


No. 103. 


Te 008 beet Coteley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received August 16.) 
My Bon = @ ee Paris, August 14, 1860, 
rence to your Lordship's despatch N f yesterday's da 
{Lave the hour to teint eno ape tony ne 
e force sent to Syria, M. Thou a 
‘cotemplate any serait of the ied. RRS si 
my remarking to his Excellency that the state of pablic feel 
mis seemed tovrender it desirable thet the French cecal oot 
Proceed thither, his Excellency observed that he believed that there was 
atention of theit going there, certainly not without the request of Fund Pas 
He said farther, that he thought that Her Majesty's Government ight 
T 


rely on Geveral Beaufort’ doing to provoke public feel 
Offer had boon strictly ceulboned Novag Beeler shavers pokaee” 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) GowLEY, 





No. 104. 
Count Apponyi to Lord Wodehouse —(Received August 16.) 


Cher Tani Wodehouse, Chandos House, le 16 And, 1800. 
commence nos relations offcielles le G 
AAutrchien a fait choix de M. de Weekbecker, Consul-Général de lmopereur 


Sry ey Ja Commission d’Enquéte destinge A examiner 





Veuillez me dire si yous avez des heures ol je puis &tre sir de vous trouver, 
soit an Foreign Oifice soit & Beyanston Square, ou si je dois vous écrire chaque 
fois lorsque j'aurai besoin de vous entretenir. Wiaias 

(Sign) '  APPONYL. 





No. 105. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 424.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 18, 1860. 
WITH references to my despatch No. 379 of the Stst ultimo, I transmit 
for your Excellency’s information copies of the instructions which Ihave given 
to Lord Dufferin for bis guidance as Her Majesty's Commissioner to Byria.® 
"They have been drawn up in accordance with the instructions firished by 
the French Government to their Commissioner, and will, I trust, be found 
identical with those furnished to the Commissioners of Austria, Prussia, and 
Rusu wil have learat from my telegram of the 19th instant that Her 
iders it desirable that the Commission xhould enter 
upon t possible, and Lord Dufferin may, therefore, have 
probably proce Syria before your Excellency receiver thik despatch. In 
which case I have to instruct you to forward to his Lordship the instructions 
are herewith inclowd, together with any furthor information which your 
-y thay consider will assist him in the object of hix mission. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUBBELL. 





No, 106, 


Coneul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell. {Received August 17.) 
(No, 24) 
My Lond, Begrout, July 2%, 1860. 

I HAVE the honor to report shat Her Majesty’s ship * Marlborough,” 
bearing the flag of Vice-Admirol Martin, arrived hereon the 24th instant, at 
unset, On the following day Her Majesty's ship “ Victor Emmanuel” joined 
the fag sD ine ta altng nthe Admini: Next dey Admin} Marto, 
attended hy his Stat? and myself, called upon Fuad Pasba, who received the 
‘Admiral with the honors due to hie rank, 

‘After the interchango of the uvual eivilities, Admiral Martin, seconded by 
self, made a steong representation to the Imperial Commissioner against the 
ateinplated continusnce of Khorsheed Pasha in his post of Governor-General 

fon his return ftom Latakia, ‘The Admiral very ably and impressively argued 
the point, and left with the Pasha a memorandum on the subject, a copy of 
‘which I bog leave to inclove for your Lordships perusal. 

‘Admiral Martin had previously been pleased to show me the memorandum, 
in which I bad expresced my entire concurrence. 

To reply, Fund Pasha said that he would consider the matter before giving 
a answer, ai Ua as he purposed retuming the vst the next dy, be wou 
do ao in person. His Exeelleney accordingly came on board the flag-sbip this 
moming, where I had preceded him, at the request of the Admiral, who wished 
tne to be present at the interview. "Fuad Pasha told us that he bad decided 
tipon adopting Admiral Martin's recommendation, as proof, he sid, of his 
desire to do what was right, of deference to the judgment of the Commander 

‘ef, and of his readiness to do what was agrecable to the English, allies of 
his Government. é ; 

‘Subsequently Fuad Pasha wrote me and the other Foreign Authorities the 
usual cireular announcing the suspension from his functions of Khorsheed Pashs, 
and the appointment of Admiral Mustapha Pasha to be Governor in his stead, 
‘td interim Tuclosed is a copy of Fuad Pashis letter to me. 


No. 09, 


Tt would be superfluous for me to dwell upon the propriety and wisdom of 
Martin's demand. No measure could have been more called for, 
‘whether viewed in its retributive aspect or in its reassuring effects upon the 
ian population of Beyrout and elsewher 
Theg here to rectify un inexactitude occurring in my despatch No. 40, 
telating to the conduct of Khorsheed Pashs. I had there said that this 
arrived at Deir-cl-Kamar too late to prevent the massacre. It has 
subsequently transpired that on the evening of his amval there, and on the 
lowing day, the slaughter, burning of houses, and pillage went on. It is an 
Sicertained fact that on the day after his arrival, twenty-two Christians who had 
taken refiuge in the house of the Druse Kaimakam's Sceretary were butchered 
ina body; and it is stated that many more who had concealed themselves in 
in the town, and whose situation was broaght in time to the 
Knowledge of the Pasha, were left to their fate. 
Khorsheed Pasha returned this morning from Latakia, but has not been 
Permitted to land ; he is to proceed to Constantinople. 
Fuad Pashe to-day arrested Khorsheed Pasha’s Kahie, Wasft Effendi, and 
the Mutsellim of Deir-el-Kamar. 
Chave, &c. 
(Signed) ' N, MOORE. 


Inclosare 1 in No, 106, 
Memorandum. 


A MOST grievous wrong has been inflicted upon the civilized world by 
Eeeaices which have been committed upon the Christian population in 

ia. 

‘The Turkish local authorities have been direct parties to the barbaritics by 

itting the soldiers and Moslem population to aid the Druscs, and after the 

fext of the Christians to join in murdering the males, and in committing the 
foulest crimes upon the wornen and female Lares. 
ie Christian world cannot and ought not to leave these enormities 
Unredressed, and it must be evident that it will not 
Measure short of that which shall make a recurrence of the enormitics 
Mupomible. 
The Turkish Government will have no claim to consideration if it should 
i ‘The matter would probably be taken out 
their hands if they exhibited any indication of shortcoming. 

‘They would be deemed by enemies us participators, and by fiends as too 

fieble to govern, 
a. He they would avoid foreign interference, the limit or consequences of which 
i may not be difficult to imagine, they must be prompt in declaring that the 
have, with every other civilized Government, an abhorrence of the infamous dee 
hhave heen perpetrated in Syria. ‘Their declarations must be accompanied 
by acts of full justice to sufferers and conspicuous retribution to infamous 
matics. 

_,, The tere punishment of humble officials would be deemed an offensive 
‘ifaw that would have no beneficial influence to restrain for the future. 
~The highest who have abused their power by participation or connivance 
iB the grievous misery that has been heaped upon the Christian population of 
iyria should themselves suffer. 

Anything Jess than this will only swell the account which the Turkish 
Government have to answer for their subordinates, and increase the evidence of 
Complicity so strongly insisted upon by many, probably misinformed on the 
subject 


Thave been told that his Excellency Khoorsheed Pasha is to continae in 
Authority jn this Pashalic. I must express a hope that there is no intention of 
wing him to hold the power he has so abused. But. looking to the horrible 
Ctuelties to which, itis believed, he has been a willing party, and to the respon 
ilities in which T share with regard to the safety of the Christian population 
T inust protest against his being allowed to retain a command, upon which 































































































St 
the safety of multitudes depend, for whom he has manifested such indifference 
and contempt. 

igned) W. F. MARTIN, 


¢ 
“ Marlborough,” at Beyrout, July 25, 13% 


——<———————— 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 106, 


Puad Pasha to Consul-Generat Moore 


Begrowth, le 26 Juillet, 1800, 

FUAD PASHA « Thouncur dinformer MM. les Consuls des Poimances 
amies résidants & Beyrouth que, ayant jugé nés 
fonctions le Gouverneut-Geéndral d Pasha, il vient de confier 
Tadminintration intérimaire de cette province & VAmiral Moustapha Pusbs, 
Commandant-en-ohef dea forces navaler de Sa Majexté le Sultan deus I 
Méaiverrane, 

En portant, cette décision A ln connaisance de M. le Consul-Géndral de 
Majenté Britannique, lo Ministre des AMfires Eteangires en. men cage 
ordluaire en Syrie a le ferme expoir que le Gouverneur ad interim, par les 
qualités qui le distioguent, imprimera aux relations dew autorités locales eve le 
(omulat d'Angleterre la meilleurs harmonic, et satira répondre A Ia conflance 
dont il vient détre Fobjet, 

Fund Pasha saisit, 80. 

(Signé) FUAD PASHA 


— 
No. 107, 


Sir Ht. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —(Received August Vi.) 
(No. 491. Confidential) 


My Lord, Therapia, August 8, 1860, 

1 FORWARD to your Lordship the different despatches and instruction 
I have sent to Hor Majenty’s Agents fn Syria 5 

Te scons to me that, to restore peace with us little loss of life as possible, it 
iv essential not to Yook at things merely from ane point of view, but to place 
ourvelves inthe postion of tho different classes of the population, amenect 
which exeltement now prevails. ‘The Christians are nt this tine alarmed ot ae 
Murulivsns, and not without reason, but there can be no doubt that ie the 
alarm which bas Tately been spread among the Mabometans as to the intentions 
of the Chrixtans:T donot sty of the native Christians egpecally, but of the 
Christians generally, which bax ten the principal cause of the fdaatical, argh 
lately displayed, and the attociotis horrors Intely committed by Murulmans. It 
is no use disguising the fact that the Mussulmaps throughout See 
with some npprehetsion as to the consequences) throughout y generally, 
have lately considered that there is a perhaps 


this wabject are in some degree 
im some degree ax be. does, that the 


spread. At all events, the 

be to allay as far as possible 

igjesty’s Agents is intended to 

‘circuinstances in which they are 
‘correct one. 


cs 
Goverament; bat’ relation to the sot ee 
doabla te 


85 


whether the presence of an English Iand force, since a French one is to be sent, 
might not be the means of calming exaggerated apprebensions as to Russian 
of French designs, and even of exercising certain control over the conduct 
of the French Agents in Syria, who have generally been remarkable for carrying 
Out the views of their Government in a very extreme manner. It is moreover 
to be observed that the Maronite population is, in point of feeling, French ; 
and that whilst it is to be considered part of the French military force in Syria, 
itis also to be considered as likely to influence in no slight manner the tone 
nd conduet and policy which the French civil Agents may pursue there, Itis 

tewise to be noted, that a naval force might not be able to remain during the 
Winter at Beyrout, and consequently whatever forcign force ix then left there 
Wl, according to the present arrangement, be a French one, 

‘This opens the way to various reflections. If the position in such manoer 
coupled by France, should provuke a general Mahometan rising, the 6,000 
impr she now sends will have of necessity to be increased to. very consi 
deruble extent ; nor will it be easy either to limit the duration or the tiature of 

i employment. 

On the other hand, if France, standing alone with an army on the Syrian 
ont, is able by means of that army, stall ae it may be, to establish European 
News and give full authority to European opinions, it may not perhape. be 
‘ying too much to observe that she is INely to be held throoghout Axia, ge she 

Nhroughout Africa, to be the one great Earopean Power; and. that 8 prestige 
of this kind once established, more especially if it consolidate itself byw 
nent influence exercised over Egypt, may shake the moral authority. of 
rout Britain in quarters where it ix necessary for the safety of her Asiatic 
oot should be daly tainted, vi ich 

Tam not myself one of those persans pecoliarly sensitive on the subject of 
Brench aggraniiscment, and I am one of those persons who feel the decy 
{terest in the maintenance of the best relations with France. Te ia 
Moreover, for & Christian to be otherwise than stru 


ow ourselves to be earried too far away 
natural desire to protect our co-reigioniste in ono quarter we 
it p in others; and whilst anxious to matotain the 
Wort cordial intimacy with the French Government, we must remember the 
teaditional policy of & long succesion of French rulers, and the arabitious und 
Srpiriog, though in many respects noble and chivalrous, spirit of the Preach 
People. It is likewis to be borne in snind that the power af Englund in the 
ly one of opinion; and that whatever weakens this powor, 
oandotions of our Baspire by attacking the principle of their 
strength, 

Ticar, thon, perhaps with an excessive susceptibility, any whieh nay 
show either a want of confidence in the course we ate taking, or an inadequacy 
Means to support that course. There is another suggestion which I venture 
to take. ‘The mterference of & French army alone in one portion of the Ottoman 
Empire may be brought forward ax an example to justify the interference of 
Russian force alone in another; and I think it right to say that though the 
feepants I have hitherto received of plots and insurrections in European ‘Turkey 
We een exagaternted, aod that 1 have endeavoured as much te powivle & 
‘calm those uutunl apprehensions, which I look upon ax the greatest incentive to. 
Mutual ostility—I am by no meane propared to say that something may not 
#¢ last occur which by leading to contlict would, according to the barbarous 
bits of barbarous society, lead to plunder and massacre, and to all those 

‘rlines which a French fleet is now sailing to Syria to suppress or to avenge 
With respect to the policy of France, Lam bound to say that the conduct 
de Lavalette has appeared on all occasions both frank and ftiendly ; and 
T feel it difficult to form such a general appreciation upon partial aod paps 
{beidental circumstances coming within the limited scope of my awn observations, 
justify me in cing decidedly on any. premeditated, plan on the 
put of France favorable to Russian designs. My opinion, I confoes, at times 
Jacs on this subject—but perhaps the soundest ove to entertain is that events 
Are working to bring about a state of things in which France and Rance may, 
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unless s new tum is given to present tendencies, be led by the force of 
circumstances into the same line of conduct. 

‘As to the views of Russia I at her acts during the present year, L 
find it difficalt to doubt. Her and public declaration that a Christian 
insurrection was likely to take place and might possibly overtam the Ottoman 
Empire—was in itself (and public attention has not perhaps been sufficiently 
directed to this point) sufficient as it became known to arouse the Mussulman 

xxcite a Mussulioan outbreak. 

the agitation thus awakened was more likely to produce a sudden 
effect—but here also the same elements must be elaborating events more 
slowly towards the same results: and then what are the consequences? One 
Great Fover plants her feo on thst portion of Axia where ber influence seems 
most easy to be extended—another has an example afforded to her under cover 
of which 'she may claim the right to pursue a similar course in that portion of 
Europe where her intervention would excite the greatest sympathy and prodace 
the most serious consequences. When affairs are thus pliced in one particular 
direction the smallest circumstance which may affect them becomes « matter of 
importance: and thus—as I see by your Loriship’s telegraphic communication 
that the question of sending a further reinforcement of European troops is not 
yet decided—T venture to submit to your Lordship the idens which the question 

‘as to whether England should of should not fursish a portion of those tt 
suggests to me, Tam the more inclined to the joint intervention thus alluded 
to because I wish as much as pomible to bring forward France and England 
together in Eastem ail Fieir anion io war was a great event: their 
continued union in pence has a great and beneicial effect upon opinion ax to 
maintaining the results of that war, And when Tsay union,” T do not mean 
moro or leas “lukewnem agreement,” but “ cordial and evident co-operation,” 
‘is represented by the two countrica acting a» nearly ax possible in the 
ye manner. Any spparent cemation of this assimilation may be taken ax a 
new phasis in Kastern affairs, and n perfectly different order of ideas be produced 

by the sight of a French army on Turkish soil without an English o 


that whieh would be produced by an English and French army combi 

Tam sure that your Lordship will believe that I am aware that a thousand 
facts which have not come within the range of my reflections, and which. are 
indeed beyond the lituits of my knowledge, may wholly. overpower the few 
argum fi hich T have brought 
forward 


U havo, & 
(Bigued) HL. L, BULWER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 107. 
Bir H, Bulwer to Consul-Generol Moore, 


Sir, Therapia, August 6, 1860. 
T ENCLOSE to you the instructions which I have given generally to Her 
Majesty's Consuls in'the Buropean portion of the Ottoman Empire, 
It is to be expected that Syria will be more agitated than other porti 
of the Turkish dominions, and peculiar circumstances may render some 1 
cation of the inclosed instructions expedient in the particular localit: 
extraordinary emergencies, no ordinary instructions ean ‘be sul 
theless, you will perceive the general spirit which is indicated by 1: 
tions to Her Majesty's Consuls in European Turkey, and let that xpirit be as 
far as possible your gui 
‘The Ottoman Government hax sent a large body of troops and an able 
man to Sytia, and it is to be hoped that his exertions, aided by your endeavours, 
will replace things in at least a tranquil condition. ‘The Creat Powers, in 
conjunetion with their ally the Sultan, will adopt any other measures that may 
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be deemed necessary to attain this end; but you will be careful to observe 
that the immediate object of Her Majesty's Government, and of all the other 
Governments acting with it, is to restore order and maintain the Sultan's 
Goremment. 

It will hereafter be necessary to consider what further measures are neces: 
sary to place the Government on a more satisfactory and solid basis, and to 
ard agnnat a recurrence of those scenes which have struck so fearfal a blow 
ai 

With respect to measures of this description, your counsels and suggestions 
Inxy be important, and, at all events, I should be glad that you specified to me, 
At your earliest convenience, what you would recommend as practically calculated 
to advance the development of the country's resources, to provide for the better 
Security of its inhabitants, and regularize, and render more efficient, its financial 
administration, as well as to give gencrally greater force and tone to the 
executive authority 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "HL, BULWEI 


Inclosure 2 in No. 107. 


Circular addresed by Sir I Bulwer {0 Her Moja Conese inthe Ottoman 
impire 


Sir, ‘Therapia, Auguat 6, 1800, 
IT is natural that when any occurrences take place in the Turkish Empi 
talculated to produce an ill-feeling betweon the Mussulman and Christian por 
tio itoal alarm should be engendered, It may often happen that 
onfict, arising from local circumstances alone, may have taken place in a 
particular spot, and that, nevertheless, a feeling, which that conflict bas excited, 
ay produce genera) consequences. Without ble to say that there 
not be particular places 10. which my general observations may not perfectly 
Apply, T ain on the whole of opinion that, as a general rule, there i at present 
no deliberate intention or desiro on the ‘part of the Massulman population in 
ey to assault the lives or property of the Christian po , 
wnt and the Sultan, nothing could bo so contrary to 
‘of their policy as any outbreak of a religious nature, ‘The danger, 
hend, then, will much d il upon the accidental 
if that is agitated or excited, the smallest accident 
Connected with it will take the most extensive proportions, and be productive of 
the mont serious results, 

The first duty, consequently, as it seems to me, of a foreign agent, who 
ought not to be exposed to the passions or prejudices natural to na 
residents, will be to calm as much as possible mutoal and exaggerated suspicions, 
and to combat ax much ax possible exaggerated report 

"The ordinary dixposition of the idle and the fearful on these occasions is 
to recount to each other overy little tale that may be abroad, and thus by private 
‘confidences of individual apprehensions to engender & sort of public and colloc- 
tive sensation of inmeurity, which soon pereades all partics, 

‘Thos one set of men arm to protect themselves from tho fancied dangor 
from another, and every one dreading th being meditated by bis 
adverary, some trifling occurrence bec iwencemont of a general 
outbreak, ing the village, town, or district where it occurs the scone of 
conflict, plunder, and conflagration. 

The first and most important duty you can perform, Lropeat, then, is to 
keep your inind unbiased by vague rumours, and be thus able to tranqui 
the excited disposition of those who listen to them, 

Endeavour quietly to get at the bottom of any story that is circulated ; 

‘you can, its truth and its author, but do this in manner as 
it ly sis possible to attract attention, or to make it believed that you 
ive more than due importance to the report, the accuracy of whieh you aro 
‘inquiring into, 
Encourage your countrymen and those committed to your change, 























































































































‘Try to obtain the confidence of the authorities by placing yourself on the 
best terms with them, and, whilst you make them clearly undeswtand that you 
and yoitt Government will hold them responsible for whatever may happen, 
strengthen by your countenance, as far as p sible, their hands for the preserva 
tion of onder and peace, 

Finally, communicate to the Embassy, in the shortest possible space of 
timo, the coniition of the district you inhabit, and the couduct and character 
of the funetionaries who are placed there; and the opinions expressed, and 
the line of conduct pursued by the Consuls of other Powers, and do not 
fail to any casos where yon think there is, throagh foreign ageney 

i evident attempt to promote apprehension, and thereby 
favour disorder. In doing’ this 1 need hardly ‘add, that you should be 
careful in not allowing any personal predeliction to'intluense your fepré- 
sentation», 

Tn conclusion, T may assure you that your conduct at this erisis will be 
duly watched by me, nnd my opinion. respec rourable or the 
reverie, communicated to Her Majesty's Gores 


Tam, &0 
(Signed) Hi. L. BULWER 


Inclomure $ in No, 107. 
Sir H. Buhwer to Consul-General Moore. 


‘Trerapia, August 8, 1860, 

ALTHOUGH 1 haye nothing very particular to way that elreusstances 
will not suggest to yourself, I deem it right to address you m few observations 
by this opportunity 4 

‘The course wo wish seen taken in Syria is one of energy a 

loubts which lie nt the origin of the Recent canBicts between the rival tribes and 
f the Mussulman riots which have succeeded or accompanied thera, should. be 
ich as posible cleared ip ; the principal leaders in, of promoters of them, 

punished, and there should be uo appearance of any’ ove being screened, As to 
the diferent ‘Turklsl flinctionaries, there are various degrees of criminality, 
‘Those who plundered, murdered, or delivered up persons confided to their 
chorge to plunder, wurder, or pillage, ure evidently in the most guilty category. 
Any who coonived at, or participated directly or indirectly in the Inte disturl. 
ances have been guilty of most serious offence, and have equally exposed 
themselves to the moat serious chastisement, 

who failed in energy oF uctivity, und did not do the duty that might 

‘expected from them from a third class, and should lose their rank 
and employment, and under certain circumstances be subject even to severe 
treatment; but éare should be taken in following up justice with due severity 
not to ran hastily into the opposite extreme of persecition which would excite 

rate One party, if it soothed oF satisfied the other, 

e talo-bearers and private alanderers are amongst the worst charac- 
teristics of the East, - 

Lam also of opinion that whatever is done should be done quickly; both 
because it will be # greater effect on the one hand, and be less liable to be 
too fir extended on the other. 

‘As to the question of the Druses nod Maronites, it will have to be examined 
into by the Commissioners of the Five Powers. 

Tt hus always, I confess, uppenred to me that the commencement of the 
recent struggle arose from the Marosites, ‘They seemed excited and filled with 
ideas of conquest and French protection ; these provoking a contest destined to 
‘so fatal 10 them, Tam also rather of opinion that the attitude taken by 
‘ome foreign agents, and the overbearing spirit too much manifested by them, 
tind no stnall share in producing the state of feeling that recently manifested 
itself in 90 horrible a suanner in one portion of Byria, and exists throughout it. 

Tt would also appear from intelligence given to’ me here, and from letters 
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‘sod pamphlets that have been intercepted, that there has been a system for 
some time at work of exciting Christians agsiet ‘Mussulmans, and Mussulmans 
against Christians, by arousing their mutual spprehensions, and though it would 
be probably unjust to say that foreign Governments have enconraged such a 
system, there is reason to believe that foreigaers have participated in it. 

‘Whatever you can say upon this point, I should wish you to communicste to 
me unreservedly. 

‘You are perhaps aware that a proposal was made at the outsct of the 
insurrection to employ Egyptian troops in Syria, Has anything you have 
‘observed led to the supposition that an Egyptian intervention was looked to, or 
do you trace the hand of the Viceroy amongst any of the causes of the Syris 
apy I observe in some of eo! Ginga and in those ot hes that 

is suspicion expressed of the Porte having encouraged the late pto- 
ceedings. Some of its agents may possibly have done this, though the fact 
coms at frst sight improbable; but you may rest assured that neither Aali nor 
Fund Pasha arc either so wicked orso stupid as to have dabbled in such desigus, 
nd a contrary belief should, if it exists, be discouraged. 

Iquite understand that in the neighbourhood of scenes such as those which 
have recently caused so much distress, the mind must be prone to stconj 
impressions. I would wish you also not to give too easy eredenes to exaggernt 
Stories of plots and massacres ; fear on one side engenders it on another; and 
when’ two opposite parties exist, each fearing the designs of the other~cven 
Without cause—the ‘smallest incident produces strife, Prophets not unfree 
quently by the zeal with which they preach their, predictions provide for thir 

filment, But I speak here evidently on imperfect information, You will be 
‘®ware that a foreign intervention in which the land force will consist of French 
‘toops has been for some time on the tapis, and is now indeed certain to take 
Place, Tshould wish to know what feeling you think such an intervention 
‘Will immediately produce, and what you also’ imagine will be its permanent 
fects. It will probably be limited Hoth a4 to time and troops and circle of 


‘Action. 

It would interest me to learn whether you think that an English land-foree 
should be employed as well as a French one, and the causes which you have for 
any opinion you may entertain on this subject. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) B, L, BULWER. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 107, 
Sir 11, Bulwer to Consul Brant 


Sir, ‘Therapia, Auguet 8, 1800. 

I HAVE read your various despatches up to that of the 2rd ultimo, 
and beg to express my deep sympathy, both on account of the position in which 
You are now placed aad the suf od dangers you have already undergone, 
tnd it would be a gratification to me if my cordial approval of your conduct 
should afford you any satisfaction. 

During the trying scenes in which you were placed, it seems to me indced 
that you acted both with calm and courage, and though ‘it is true that you did 
‘ot apprehend the likelihood of those calamities which occurred as stringy as 
some of your colleagues, { am by no means convinced that if all those colle 

shown an equally tranquil demeanour with yourself, that that general 
excitement which made a trifling disturbance swell into a riot of xo feurfil a 
Aescription, would have been produced. 

ich excitement at all events usually ends by arousing the passions of the 
tox violent party, and paralyzing, when peril ely arrives, the enerscs of the 
ser or more moderate one. Hence one of the causes which, in crises like 

Tecent one, makes Governments hesitate and mobs triumph. 
~The conduct of Achmet Pasha, nevertheless, seems to have been wholly 
indefensible; for he does not appear to have made any personal effort of any 

to quell the disorder which an idle bravado of his own—the setting some 
Mussulman boys to sweep the streets of the Christian uarter—actually called 






















































































90 


forth. He will, however, be sent to Damasctis for trial; and it is to be hoped 
that we shall then be able to ascertain fully the extent of his criminality. 

Teis to be remembered that he was dissatisfied with the Porte, and may, in 
a certain degree, have been actusted by a desire to show the truth of the 
apprebsorions be expressed, when the foree st his command was seriously 
diminished. 

‘Such feelings may have consequently Jed him into a more ettlpable indif- 
ference to the insurrection that took place, or evén into a more culpable under- 
standing with its profnoters, than would otherwise be likely. At all events, 
justice should be exercised with stern severity ; but, at the same time, justice 
“Should not run hastily into persecution, nor a whole class, om something 
positive proof, be mide accountable for the acts of a particular set of ruffians. 

J ay snes sre pon thi etait i eligons confit betwen Mussul- 
mang and Christians were once éxeited in Syria, it might exteod far beyond the 
precincts of that provinee, and give rise to calamities which it would be impos- 
ible to control, and even difficult to avenge. 

For my own part, it seems to me that the war between the Maronites and 
Druses is to be looked upon ox an affair apart. Exatnples might be found even 
‘of the horrors which characterized it whenever similar conflicts have taken 
between hostile and warlike tribes placed in the same position of hereditary 
antagonism. 

"The Mahometan feeling which manifested itself against the Christians is, 
however, another question, Its depth, extent, and the causes which produced 
it, or at loast produced the manifestation of it’ in the town of Damascus, form 
#sabject on which Fshould be glad to have your well-considered opinion, ‘The 
conduct of foreign agents, your colleagues. is, likewise, a matter on which T 
shall desiro:to have the result of your Important judgment. The great point 
fru tec cones to etermine her was the rerult of uspremedfsted och 
dent-—vehint of premeditated design. 

Tris to be hoped that the meusures purnied by Fuad Pasha, who is a man 
of tact, courage, and even genivk, will produce the effect which I desire to nee 
brought about by then 

"This Pasha iv a man, however, rather fond of temporary expedients than 
of uncompromising action; and this portion of his character may, perhaps, 
interfire with his taking any clear and decided course in eases where clearness 
and decision may peremptorily. be required. Should this detect become 
apparent io his proceedings, it will be your duty vo endeavour to counteract 

‘On the other hand, bis genefal wish to conciliste may at a proper moment 
have a most beneficial tendency ; but ardor must be restored, and authority 
ceatablished, before « system of conciliation can, 1 fear, be effectually adopted. 
‘Thus everything will depend upon doing the right thing nt the right time, 

‘You are aware that foreign intervention ix decided upon, The manner in 
which it wil be exereised mast depend upon circuinstances; but as it cannot 
de permanent, and as, moreover, it aime nt the restoration of the Sultan's 
authority, itis to be desired that that ead should be borne in view ; and that, 
‘ax the great. evil which has Intoly attended the Ottoman rule in Syria, ond, 
indeed, the Ottoman rale throughout Turkey, is ite weakness ; whatever is done 
now, whether by foreign intervention, or otherwise, should be done with the 
object of pormangntly aud ultimately removing that weakness, and placing the 
future Government of the country on a more solid and satisfactory busin than 
that oo which ithas lately, or pethips I should rather say, than that on which it 
has ever ax yot rested. 

Tam, &e. 
(Gigued) "HL L, BULWER, 


Lord J, Russell to Consul-General Moore.* 


Sir, Foreign Office, August \7, 1860. 

IN consequence of the Inte deplorable events in Syria, Her Majesty's 
Government have, in conjunction with those of the other Great Powers, decided 
on sending Commissioners to that country to investigate its origin and causes, 
to determine the share of responsibility incurred by the chiefs of the insurrection 
tod the agents of the ndminstration, and to eal for the pusishment of the 
guilty, 

‘Lord Dufferin has been appointed to act as Her Majesty's Commissioner 
‘00 the present occasion, and T have accordingly to instruct you to fiumish his 
Lordship with every information and assistance which may contribute to the 
success of his Mission. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No, 108°. 


Révemé of Despatches from Fuad Pasha.—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by 
M, Munirus, August 18.) 


A SON arrivio & Beyrouth, son Excellence Fuad Pacha, informé qu’en 
somsiquence des dvinomenis de Syrie il y avait quelques xiguox d'inguidtude 
ans les villes sitaéos aur lo littoral depuir’ St. Jean d’Acre jusqu'd Alexandria, 
Senvoyé A St. dean d’Acro le Vico-Amiral Mustapha Packs, tandis quil a 

Khourcid Pacha, Gouverneur: de Sail, de oe rendre a Varo ce 

Mustapha Pacha, apris avoir fait une dans les villes de 
Saids, do Sour, ot de Bt. Joan deAcre, a rojoint Ft a, lui w donné des 
Tenselgnements Tassurants sur Ia tranguillité do cea localités, ot Inl a rendu 
Compt de toutes les mesures qui, A In suite de som ont 64d prisor 
our rafformir ordre et la sécurité publique. 

Fuad Pacha rapporte que, quoiqa'll n'y eit en aucune plainte con! 
Khourchid Pachs, sot do ts part des indigdoes, solt do la part doe Scrangeérs, 

que le changement de co GouvernenrsGénéral produirait un bon clit 
‘Quant d Abmied Pachh, exMuchir de Yarmée d'Arabistan, comme 
‘nterrogatoire auquel il avait été soumis, il n'a pu prisanter des expli- 
fisantes pour justider ta conduite qu'il avait tenue pendant les 
Mont Liban et do Damas, il a 1 Constantinople 
Yous iarde, ot apros que le sabre Ini 
Impérial Va renv Byrio pour étre jugé par lo 
fern institué, et subir sa punition dy qu'il mura 66 re 

Fund Pacha infurme la Sablitne Porte que, par officters des troapos 
de Hasbeya, de Rasheya, ot de Doir-el-Kamne, if a déja fait emprieonner dans 
a cascrne do Beyroath les Calinacams Onuian Bey et Abiumdlam Boy ot 
quatre Majors pour étre mis en jugement. 

Lo Gouvernement Impérial est sur Je point de transmettre Fund Pacha 
Yonlre d'exécutor immédiatement et avec fermeté les pelnes qui wurout 6é 

monebes contre is saivant le degeé de eulpabilité de chacun, 

iter et de juurer coux parmi les troupes sur lesquels poscraient des sonpcot, 
de dostituer Khourchid Pacha, cofin d’arriler son Kéhaya, ainsi qu'Abmed 
Effendi, compagnon de ce demier, ot do lour fairo subir un interrogatoire ot un 
Jugement sdvires, 

Fuad Pacha ajouto qu'il a institeé trois Commiaions, Pune & Beyrouth, 
Ksatre A aida, et la troisitme & Sour, dans le but do subvenir A la subxistance 
et aux bescins les plus urgents des pauvres, des orphelins, et des reures dont lee 
alsons ont été incendiées et les parents massacrés; qu'il a fixé 100 paras par 
Jour pour chacun de ces indixidus. pour leur nourriture; que les susdites Com~ 
Tnissions sont composées de Musalmans et de Chnétiens de ces trois villes; qu'un 


2 ovpateber were rested Her Majesty Cota at Aleppo, Dames, an 
“Tera Stilar depatcher were also arene to Her Majoty/s Comat at Alpe id 
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hopital est destiné A ceux qui ont regu des blessures A T'oecasion des tristes 
érénements du Liban, et que les médecins ont déa commencé a soigner les 
blessés, 

Fuad Pacha a pablié une déclaration promettant que les jeunes gens qui 
sont restés sans parents et sang subsistanes seront envoyés A Constantinople 
pour étre admis dans les Ecoles Impériales. 

Khourchid Eifendi, un des employés de son Excellence Fuad Pacha, a été 
envoyé i Jérusalem pour donner au Gouverneur des instructions de vive voix 
et par écrit, et lui remettre une copio des ordres du jour adressés aux troupes 
Impériales. 

Songeant a Yeffet que les événements de Syrie ont pu produire a Alep, 
Fuad Pacha a écrit ax Gouverneur pour Vinviter a prendre les mesures de pré- 
caution nécessaires, en méme temps qu’il a transmis au Général de Division 
Hafiz Pacha Vordre de se rendre 4 Alep avee les troupes qu'il emmenera du 
corps Warmée d'Anatolie, 

Les honnétes gens et les hommes de considération parmi les Musulmans 
do Syrie ont prété une grande assistance aux Chrétiens, et lour ont témoigné 
par des faits des sentiments d’humanité et de sympathie. 


No, 109. 


Mr, Fane to Lord J, Russell. Received August 20.) 
(No. 45,) 
My Lord, Vienna, August 16, 1860. 

COUNT RECHBERG informed me yesterday that he had just received 
from the Marquis de Moustice a draft of identic instructions which the French 
Government propose should be simultaneously addressed by the several Powers 
to thir Commissioners appointed to investigate the condition of affairs in Syria. 

‘Those instructions, ns far as T could Judge from a very basty perusal, are 
of a broad and general charscter, ‘The last paragraph, if my verbal memory be 
correct it couched nearly as posible ia tris analogous tothe fllowing: 
“ You will communioate with the Representative of your Government at Con 
stantinople on all matters that may be of interest to him, and you will receive 
from him such communications ax he may judge fit to address to you.” 

Count Rechberg aid that from information which he had ‘received fom 
Paris he was led to believe that Her Majesty's Government had desired that 
the instructions to be furnished to the Commissioners should be addressed to 
them not directly by their rexpective Governments, but by their Representatives 
tt Constantinople.” He was not suliently informed to know betber the 
Deragraph to which Lhave above alluded bad been drawn up in deference eo 
the wishes of Her Majesty's Government, and whether they were inclined to 
agree to the draft which embodied it, He was, however, most anxioux to act 
in unison with your Lordship upon oll questions relating to Eastern Aairs, 
and he should therefore be mort glad, before giving any reply to the French 
propoul, (o be informed of the opinion of Her Majesty's Government relative 
to the draft of instruetions which had been submitted to hina, and which had, 
‘of coune, been transmitted also to London, 
by eis ol therefore beg me to apply to your Lordship for euch information 
by telegraph. 

7 promised Count Rechberg that I would at once give effect to his wishes, 
and I did 90 by addressing to your Lordship a telegram upoa this subject 
yesterday afternoon. 

Count Rechberg anid briefly that bis reasons for inclining to the belief that 
the Commissioners instructions had better be drawn up and addressed to them 
by the respective Governments and not by their Representatives at Constan- 
tinople, were based on the retlection that the conflicting jealousies and int 
which were alveay’ rifo in that eapital would render the adoption of an ji 
draft of instructions by all the Ambassadors a matter of difficult achievement, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' JULIAN FANE. 
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No. 110, 


Lord Bloomfeld to Lord J. Russell —(Received August 20,) 
(No. 308.) 
My Lord, Berlin, August 18, 1860. 

THE French Chargé d‘Affaires has communicated to this Government the 
raft of an identic instruction which it is proposed to address to the Commis- 
sioners of the Great Powers in Syria. A copy of this paper has been taken to 
Ostend by Baron Schleinitz; and T understand from M. de Graner, the Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign ABairs, that he was not aware that his Gover 
Ment intended suggesting any alteration in it; he considered it was very elasti 
and adapted to the circumstances under which the Commissioners would com- 
mence their labours. 

T did not lean from M. de Gruner that any person had yet been selected 
to act as Prussian Commissioner in Syria. 

T have; ke. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No. 11, 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell {Received August 20,) 
(No. 315, Confidential.) 
‘My Loni, Berlin, August 18, 1860. 
BEFORE leaving Berlin Baron Schileinitz stated to me, in the strictest 
Gonfidence, that there was a question of Prussia sebding a stall military 
Expedition of 3,000 men to co-operate with the allied forces in Syria, and that 
it ould ive him most sincere pleasure if stich an expedition could be combined 
With alike number of men to be supplied from Her Majesty's Army, He said 
that he-liad spoken to the Ministers of War and of Finance, and that he thought 
the project feasible and deserving of the best consideration of hix Government, 
that, moreover, in a political sense he highly approved of it, but th 
heway of its executions and thi 
that Prussia had not, in consequence of their expedition to Jap. 
of-war available at nit to verve ax an evcort to the tranxports that 
Would be required to the coast of Syria 
"s departure I have sees Mr. Scott Russell, who hae 
2 applied to by the Prussian Government for information as to the facilities 
it he could obtain for them ia England in the way of transports, and nfter 
n some days in communication with the Prussian Adiniralty, he leaves 
x Ostend this evening to concert further with the Prince Regent and 
leinite 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD, 





No. 112. 


Consul Bront to Lord J. Russell—{Reerived Auguat 22.) 
@o. 11) 
My Lord, Damaseus, July 28, 1860, 
1 HAVE the honor to report to your Lordship that I have learned to-day 
that a report at Beyrout, as to French troops coming to Syrin, has become 
tnown here, and that, in consequence, persons of the higher classes have 
lared that if the Europeans land troops they will unite with all the Mu. 
‘Mitns to” massacre every Christian throughout Syria, [cannot help thinking, 
that even were forcign troops to land, the threat would not be executed; still it 
‘ould not he safe to trust to that opinion, If it were resolved to land troops, T 
k that, in order to prevent excitement, British had better precede French, 
and that a Firman were published previously throughout Syria, to the effe 
the Sultan bad solicited the assistance of his Allies to estore onder in 
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Syria, in co-operation with his own troops, that he ordered the allied forees to 
bbe received as His Majesty's ftiends and guests, to be supplied with everything 
necessary, and directing the Governors to collect wheat, and barley, and straw 
for the use of His Majesty’s army and that of his Allies. This would prevent, 
T should hope, any slaughter of the Christians on the first news reaching, and 
the troops once in Damascus, Aleppo, and Jerusalem, danger would have 
ceased, und everything desired could be effected quietly. I do not imagine 
that the Sultan would refuse to co-operate in this way to allay excitement, but 
it would be well that the Embassy should dictate the language to be used, or 
tit ‘any rate ascertain that it clearly expressed the Ambassador's intentions 
‘Phe people of Syria believe in the good wishes of England towards their Sultan, 
but they do not trust implicitly the French; it were therefore more prudent that 
France were not in the first instance put prominently forward. 
Thave, Se 
igned) "JD 





No, U3, 


Coneul-General Moore to Lard J, Russell. (Received August 22. 
(No. 26.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, August 1, 180. 

LHIAVE tho honour to roport that, on the 0th ultimo, I called a meeting 
‘of the Consuls, at tho request of Count Hentivoglio, who wished to make to us 
‘s communication of importance. For the purport of M. Bentivoglio’s statement, 
T bog leave to refor your Lordship to the inclosed copy of a ciceular { addressed 
in consequence to Her Majesty's Consuls in Syria. 

T nive. the, honour to, iuclone, for your Lardahip's perusal, the copy of 
Totter which C have recoived from Mle. Cyril Graham, containing the last news 
froin Damascus Your Lordship will perceive that Mr. Graham estimates the 
number of Christiane masnered at 4,000 to 5,000, ‘Tho Fronch and Prussian 
Consuls, howover, raise the figure to 6,000, Although Puad Pasha's arrival at 
Damascus ix not mentioned in this lotter, it ix known from other sources that 
his Excolleney entored the eity 
is further stated that the 
not to proceed to the infliction of punishment on the Mahe populace 
bofore taking monauros to ensure the protection and safety of the remaining 
Christians against a second attempt at insurrestion, and that Fund Pasha had 
Visited the Caatlo, and showed the strongest emotion at the xight of the 
12,000 Christian refugees congregated in it. In reply to thove who expressed 
themselven desirous of leaving Damascus for the sea coat he offered a 
Government escort, of which about 1,000 individuals were about to avail 
themselves. 

“The news of the approaching arrival of French troops has naturally caused 
great agitation amongst the Mahometan populace of this place. A deputation 
Sf them waited upon the Acting Governor yesterday, and desired to be informed 
whothor these troops were coming. rmision of the Porte or not, 
Mustapha Pasha received the deputation coldly, and refused to give them a0 
answer. ‘This did not tend to allay their exited feck 

In the Lebangn, notwithstanding the, cone 
persevere In inolatod acts of murder and pila formed, on. credible 
Uithority, that they have sent all their plunder, valuables, and effects 1 ie 
Hauran and Ledja, and are ready 
‘on the first indiention of approaching danger to their nation, whether from 
foreign or Turkish attack. The Christians are still massed in the Kesrouan, 

‘Admiral Martin has despatched men-of-war north and south, along the 
const, for the protection of British interests and Christians. ‘The Commander- 
incchiof has placed forty sacks of hiscuit (of 112 Ibs. each) at the disposal of 
the Committee for the relief of distressed Christian fugitives, as a contribution 
‘on the part of the Lords Commissioners af the Admiralty 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N, MOORE. 


inclose copy of my despatch of this date to Sir Henry Bulwer. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 
GGreular addressed by Consul-General Moore to Her Majesty’s Consuls in Syria 


Sir, Beyrout, July 30, 1860. 

LHAVE the honour to acquaint you that Count Bentivoglio, the French 
Consul-General here, requested me this morning to eonvoke a meeting of the 
Consuls, to whom be desired to make a eonmmunication of importance. 

Having assembled my colleagues, M. Bentivoglio informed us that the 
French Colonel d'Etat-Major D’Osmond, had arrived last night at Beyrout 
from Marscilles, bringing the intelligence that « French division of 12,000 men 
Were about to embark for Syris,—6,000 to come at once, and the remaining 
6,000 to follow,—and that he hirsself bad been ordered to precede the division 
to prepare for their reception, ‘The Porte had heen apprised of this measure 
by the French Government, but M. Bentivoglio was not aware whether the 
sinetion of the Turkish Government had been obtained, which, however, was 0 
be supposed. M. D'Osmond also states that he heard that the French division 
was to be accompanied by 4,000 English troops. OF this, however, neither 
Admiral Martin nor myself have received intelligenee, which may arrive by the 
isi] duc to-morrow, 

‘Phe mocting proceeded to consider tho position of onr respective Consuls 
‘and countrymen in the interior, and it was resolved that the nows should be 
communicated to the Consuls with tho least possible delay ; leaving them to 

own judgment and better local knowledge might dictate 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 113. 


Mr. Graham to Consul-General Moore. 


My dear Sir, Damascus, July 30, 1800. 
[TOLD you in my Inst lotter of Tharulay that tho city was not wo quiet 
on 


ax we could wish. On Friday the e: nt was even greater, an 
Saturday a plot had been made to attack the Consulates, Early on that 
toring. Migwel of Anasirecelved information from Ms private frends that he 
Ihad better pack up and hide his valuables, ax it was likely a general outhre 
Would take place in the course of the day, 

T went about; all the shops wore éloved, and at 11 at night thero wore 
several shots fired. ‘The military Pasha, however, ordered the guards to be 
doubled, and himself rode all night abont the town, He sent ux that night 
thirty of tho new Turkish troops, instead of the rascals who had before been 
Keepin guard, and who had been among the herds of Hasbeya. ‘The heat ix 
‘ory great now, and I foar unlexs the Christians soon, be removed, they will 
have to leave their bones hore, for some frightful pestilence eannot but break 
‘Out soon, There are 12,000 in the Castle, exposed to heat, and scarcely fod, 
Twent to ace them, and passed through them, but with tremendous difficulty. 
Twas neatly torn to pieces. ‘The Moslems all say that sbould any Buropean 
force aiempt to land every Christian here sball be slain. ‘Their great ory ix 
‘Against the Consuls. 

We aluall see what Fund doex; for the moment there is a lull, but should 
tie, from fear or other causes, show the little energy he did at Beyrout, all is 

Tt was unpardonable of him keeping the Seraskier on the road ; we were in 

danger on Satara, and T honey bogan to thik hat another aft, of 

‘r-cl-Kamar had been plinned, and the Seraskier was to arrive after the 
Maughter was over. ‘The Moslems began to think that it was intended as an 

‘encouragement to them. 5 
T shall go about every day, and give you as much information as I can, 
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Of one thing be assured, if (this is, of cou 
n 1 se, entre nous) the 
Ahrmits, Mr, Brant looks ppoa the whole in far too ealn a ght ries 
__ Lhave, &. 
(Signed) CYRIL ©. GRAHAM. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 113, 

Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 

Sir, 

E Beyrout, August 1, 1860, 

I HAVE the bonour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 

dleepatches No, 19 and No. U4, in the former of which you are pleased Yo 
approve of the joint note addressed Vonsuls of 

approve of the joased by the Consula of the Great Powers to 

With reference to Now 14, authorizing me on the f jest’ 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Adfairs to vatecton S00 ts tivonee 

of Her Majesty’ Government for the rele of diatreseed Chrietian refuges, 

fe the honour: to state i rs 

L have the bonoue:tovstat; thet T:have compliad with your. Excelleneys 


Consul-General Moore to Lord J, i ee yust 22. 
kann etn ee Moors Lard J: alec Aga 22) 
My Lott Beyrout, August 4, 1800, 

% u your to report that instructions from the P¢ ve been 
received by the Turkish Authorities relative to Ss careang eotal ot: 
French troops in Syria, A proclamation to that effect, qualifying this 
of the Prevch Governent atone undertaken with the Knowledge and 
of the Porte, and calling upon the people to receive the Fre " 
piney lae tear pibtaeitbeby ioe Auisg Gover i begristacars 
‘Translation of the dosument. ‘This announcement relieves to a great extent 
the anxieties which had heen felt in the hitherto prevailing uncertainty with 
regard to the character of the expedition, ns to tho: possible consequences of the 
terval af rcign troop. Billi act to Be doubted tht thes coming will be 
Tooked upon with distavour: and suspicion by -the Mahometans, Authorities as 
wal pean, The contrary would be the cave were the expedition Hag, 
while ng ‘occupation by the two Powers would greatly modify the feeling 

ench officers and men connected with the > store 
arcve, Tsien Colonel, Owned, 0, ee pis ieer connie 

tendant," and about thirty private soldiers have reached Be 5 
dlr ded ater, ale rearing the eping pelea see 

Tho ext f ¢ French Bn! 

ata er ters of Chanty has been prepared 

ve accounts from Damascus to the 2nd instant, Fuad Pus 
yt done anything remarkable, "Ihave been putin possession of the ‘onal 
‘fa letter written by a Mahometan at Dm ‘a friend of hishere; I beg 
to clove a copy of the translation. ‘The eter is interesting on account of te 
authorship vai es the ‘melancholy interest it ‘asa narrative of what 
took place, [also transmit a translation of the statement 
Cathdlie Bishop of Baalbee, refered to in my despatch No. 25 of 2euh cline 

Tau happy to be able to report to your Lontship that I have beea instre- 
mental in rescuing over 100 Christiais, mostly women and children, -and 
considerable property belonging to plunilered Christians. On learning on two 
Separate occasions that there was such-a number of unfortunate creatures still 
hiding of detained by the Drases in the neighbourhood of the spot where Dei 
el-Kamur once stood, I sent my cavasses; whom I induced the ‘Turkish 


7 


‘Authorities to accompany with. some horsemen on their part to the spot, with 
letters to the Drase Chiefs. The cavasses both times succeeded in bringing 
the poor ereatures safely down to Beyrout, to the number above stated. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 


ee 
Inclosure 1 in No. 114, 


Proclamation. 


(Transiation.) 

REPORTS have been prevalent of the coming to Beyront of French troops. 
‘Pie matter had been submitted to us by the French Consul and the Colonel 
WOsmond, who is charged to look for accommodations for the troops in 
geeton, hroagh the ‘medium of the Local Government. ‘The said Colonel 

Yerbally reported his mission. We, not knowing whether the Sublime 
Porte had assented to the coming of the said troops or not, hastened to submit 
A detailed report on the subject to his Excellency the Foreign Minister, Fund 

‘who iyan_ independent and supreme authority in all matters relating to 
the aifairs of this country, begging to be furnished with instructions on the 
ubject. Te bas been plainly understood, from the contents of the high reply 
Of his Excellency, that the said matter has been made known to him by letters 
‘which his Excellency has received from the Porte by Kasim 
fo the Admiralty, as the sending of French troops has 
French Government to the Sublime Porto, an offer oceasioned by the illegal 
‘and inhuman proceedings which have occurred, namely, the treacherous 
Awaeination and plundering, by certain low people of Damascus, of the 
Christian subjects of the Porte, It is hoped, that before the arrival of there 
troops, the disorders will hare been entirely suppressed, and dealt with 
Accrrding to the roquirementa of In and justico, under the auspices of Tix 
Majesty our Sultan, supported by the aid of God and of his Prophet, and 
Unrongh the unanimous co-operation of the faithful and rospoctable subjects 
of the Porte, and. that no occasion ‘will remain for employing the said troops. 
Te ie not ignored that the coming of the troops on the, pant of ‘the Franch 
Goverment results from true and close friendship oxiating between the two 
Governments, and these troops will not make the slightest movement within: 
the Turkish Empire without the concurrence of the functionaries ‘of the Sublime 
Forte. There 4, therefore, no occasion to fear, on account of the arrival of 
those troops, but, as ordained in the reply of his Excellency the Foreign 
Minister, the functionaries of the Imperinl Government are to exert themselven 
to thellitate their requirements, and give them the necessary assistance 
grooably to the laws of hospitality. 

Tn order that all classes should know the above, and be free from all 
anxieties wo basten to make it public, that every one ‘may be occupied in his 
‘own affairs and concerns. 

Muharrem 16, 1977 

TL —— 


Inclosure 2 in No, 114. 
Latter from a Turkish Moslem in Damascus, 


(Translated from the Turkish.) 
May the most merciful God take vengeance ! 

‘THE sole cause which stirred up the people of Damascus and of the 
villages to bring about. the insurrection described below is this=— That before 
the Kesoking. cet ee this wickedness, by twenty days, some of the worthless 
fellows and people had been appointed, by the order of Government a 


the deciion of the Chief Consul of Damascus, to be Police Captains and 
ing themselves the 


Officers and Policemen, and, thereupon, these person 
resect Eaton ccllected a number of the lowest and basest fellows and 
















































































os 


commenced supplying them with arms, and as they were appointed to guard 
the Christian ote this circumstance incited the thoughts of the Damas- 
cenes to tion for this work (the rising), whereas, otherwise, no one 
would have thought of the occurrence of such a sad event as this. 
‘On Monday, the 27xb of June, os, 1860 (July 9th, x.s.) 
2 o'clock vist, some boys maile crosses in every section of the city, 
to cause the passers-by to tread upon them, and otherwise to insult the 
Christians, and the making of these crosses and these insults were not of such 
nature as would naturally oceur to these boys, but they must have been 
instructed by some of the leaders of the sedition. After half-an-hour the 
report of the affair of the crosses, and of the audacity imanifested in insulting 
and humiliating the Christians had, by some means or other, reached the 
Government, and immediately the Chief of the Police, with some of his men, 
wba forty and Heid part of the Boys and other persons and sent them uo 
the Government, when they were put in chains, and sent forth to the market 
to sweep the streets, and they aetually began sweeping. there gathered 
aaroupil thet the Msolaxns of the neighbourhond,-and rescacd these boys from 
the poliee, and broke off the chnins. from their fect and cast them away? and, 
a8 won as the ‘boys wore let free, all the shops of the whole market (bazaars) 
were closed within the space of five oF ton minutes, and in a quarter of an hour 
two cannons were fired, aud from that timo arms began to be fred, ‘The 
Sclim Agha, of the Median, an officer (Houlik Basha), of the irregular 
troops, took with him an immense ‘number of the worst people of the Medan, 
armed, and led them at Onee to the Christian quarter, and, ax soon as he 
sitered that quarter, fmmiediately fell upon the houses of such Christians as he 
previously had his eye apon, atid, nking open the doors he and hin companions 
set about plundering, and baring, and killing: wich ax the wret 
alluded to had! under hi conjmand a larger number of armed villians, no one 
was able to get tho atart of them in carrying off the most choice and 
valuable of the plunder. 
‘Tee, tho people of the villages surrounding Damascus, 
and Druxes came in crowds to the city after some hours, and filled it's 
they alto plundered much, and were flercd in shedding blood and buruing 
But the awombling and ay and purpose of li 
the people of Damasei and Arbs, in the space of an 
our, for the accomplishment of this seditiod in Damancas, could wot, have 
occurred without some previous determination on the part ‘of their leading 
And that this was the euke ix mate clear as day by the eltrumsiance, 
that, within the spaie of five or ten minutes, white and groen hanuces were 
Mivplayed, from promivent. poncng, oi all the Moslem oases, no one 
forbidding; and is it porsiblo that, at such an « ha. ‘procedure 
should occur to any dne without hie having been ly prepared for it? 
The city neds and irogulat. troops that find been enrolled and. ofcered by 
the order of tho Great Connell of the city, professedly for the protection of the 
u quarter, they were the on who first began plunderh 
and killing. Had theno city police, and people of the M 
enrolled ax guards, kept the hends of the streets leading to the Christine 
quarter, nnd bolted the gatos of the quarter, aud fired tipon the invaders: and 
endeavoured to tum them back and prevent thom from’ entering the Chris: 
quarter, like the regular troops, the affair would not have arrived. at 
ha juss, but would probably have been soon stopped. Had. the members 
of the Great Council, and the leading’ men and ‘principal persons of the town, 
proceeded at that time to tho Christian quarter, nothing whatever. would ‘have 
occurred: wherens, in these cireumstances, no one of the aforcinentioned 
mombors and leading men sid to any onc, "duxint;" and from. this It ie 
evident that this calamity which has fallen upon. the ‘of the poor 
Christians, upon theie property, thelr houses, thet children, aud their’ wives, 
was by cat of the leading mes as was, moreover, apparent from 
all the indications man thoir couduct. Many of the Christians concealed 
themsolves in their houses, amd were’ consumed in thé flames; and many of 
thom, after having been subjected to seyere tortures, in order that they might 
disclose the places where their property was concealed, were butchered within 
their houses after making such disclosures, lest they ‘should afterwanis enter 
complaint. And many of the woren from who they could not drav their 
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their bracelets quickly had their hands cut off, as were likewise the fingers of 
Many who had rings which could not easily be’ removed; and they were not 
‘satisfied with this, but killed and destroved many of them, And there were 
many women also not able to remove their earrings from their ears, who had 
it ears torn open or cut off in consequence. Some of the Christians were 
taken out by the followers of Abd-el-Kader, the Algerine, from the wells ahd 
‘other places where they had concealed themselves, and while they were being 
fonveved to the Castle, they wei upon and wounded by ballets. His 
Excellency Abd-el-Kader, abovementioned, took a large number of the 
Christians to his own house, and saved them, and his men also saved a great 
‘umber, and took them to the Castle; and iu that distress there was no one 
he and his followers who made any effort to save the Christians. It ix true 
ws took from the Christian quarter a few 
et ther to their houses; and they also 
persons to their houses from the castle, asking the priviloge of 
taking them as though they had merciful intentions’ towards them: but, alax 
these poor people! what harm and torture they inflicted upon them in their 
in order to make them disclose the places where they had concealed 
theit property, and how many acts of wicked violonce were inflieted. upon thom 
nd, on the morrow, they would return a part of them to the Castle, and. kill w 

BAX while othors wore compelled to become Moslanin, 

from the Castle a number of wome 
for them, 


aro you doing? 
wrried. off the 
thon bumed the churches, - They plundered 
n Consulate, and burned it. The Consul is at prosent in. the 
evernment Palace, but the Consulates of England and France wore: not 
hed, as they were in the Moslem quarter. There wore in the Custom-house 
Ht 200 Christians at that time, and 1 inmediately wont. in haste to the 
Palace, and brought some of the regular soldiers and took them away, and 
thus T xeoured. the salvation of those poor people. ‘Those Christian houses 
which wore jn Moslem quarters wore also burned, after they had been plundored 
everything in te the number of such houses was about 300, 
On. the 9th of July, os. Khaled Pasha, 
Governor, in accordance wit ie 
sonuling to the Chris property concealed the 
ding any to enter excepting ved; and some of the Chi 
‘Who wero in the Castle rmity to go to: the Christian quarter 
cis their burned houses. ‘Three dayw’ 


‘au inverted position on the middle of the cross, 
ient times, lying under foot in tho street of the 


lemas, and prineipal 
tian quarter, an, 
no-one in Damascus refrained from plundering the property of the 
Christians, not even the old. wome 
., this record, having been written in haste, some circumstances haye been 
milled, and the names of some well kuown persons, whose deeds. might 
Mare been recorded. If you wish, I can inform you of thos hereafter, 



















































































100 
Tnclosure $ in No. 114. 


‘The Bishop of Baalbeck to Convul-General Moore. 


(Translation.) Gebbet-Bshané, July 19, 1860. 

T MUST acquaint you, Sir, with the disasters that have befallen me per- 
sonally und the Christian population of my diocese, ineluding the churches and 
Konvents in the district of Baalbeck. After the barberous hordes had vanquished, 
pillaged, and burnt the town of Zablé, the Metualis and Moslems of the district 
Pe Baalbeck arose in arms, and in their ferocious hatred against the Christians 
Killed them, pillaging their property and burning their bouses and churches, 
and carrying away the cattle and crops. After prosecuting this work of destruc 
tion in the villages, they came to the town of Baalbeck, the seat of the Governor, 
who, notwithstanding the presence of Husin Bey, the Colonel commanding a 
regiment of regular Imperial troops, a battalion of cavalry, and two guns did 
not evince any disposition to defend the rayahs fom the attacks of the enemy. 
Secondly, in the interval, the Emirs of Harfoosh, outlaws by order of the 
Ottornan Government, placed themselves at the head of a body of brigands, and 
ttacked. by surprise the Civil Governor, Farés Aghs Kadro, with the intention 
of killing hit, they did not succeed except in killing some of bis retainers. The 
‘Turkish troops in garrison did not oppose thesc lawless bands, nor take any step 
to protect the helpless Christian community amidst these great perils, but 
remained passive spectators. 

Grdly, When I found myself surroundered by danger, both from without 
and from within, 1 took to flight with some of my flock, leaving behind all oar 
propery, household furniture, and wearing apparel, not having had even time to 
take the necossary food for the day. 

ithly. On arriving, by the help of God, safely to the town of Bsharré, in 
the Lebanon, the news reached me that Hasan Aghs Yozigeo had arrived 
At Baalbeek™ at the head of 400 irregular troops, styled * Albanians,” 
‘whom he kad enrolled among the lawless class of Damascenes, chiefly Kurds, 
hotorious for theit licentiousnoss, with the ostensible object of protecting the 
population of Baallicek, but it soon turned out that this Aghs ond his wicked 
Troops were the greatest scourge to the Christians who had remained at their 
homen On leaming the barbarities committed by the Mussulmans of Damnaseus 

si the Christians, he, the chief, let loow hia troops, who attacked our 
Church and residence of our Bishopric, and the houses of the Christians in general, 
sitlaged the property, and destroyed the rest, and defiled the house of God ia 
Roribte manner. killed some mon, and violated the women and children that fell 


in theie way, subsequently Kling them, Up to thie time « great nureber 
€ 


them are dispersed in the wilderness, others kept by the enemics, and. the res 
have aljured Cheistini¢y and embraced Islamist to save their ives. 

‘Sehty. ‘The calamity that befell the Christians in the town of Baalberk soon 
exteniled to those of the surrounding villages in the district. ‘The Mussulmans 
Ghd Metualis, with Harfboah Etairs at their head, attacked tho Christians, killed 
‘tnd pillaged,” meked and burnt the churches and the houses to the last of thetn 
We vce daily arriving our dispersed flock and their pastors, needy, naked, 
aflicted, and destitate not only of their wearing apparel, household furniture, 
their cattle and harvest, but rome without their wives and children. Many are 
ssl iden tn the ‘wilderness and in caves, and their place of refuge not yet 
ascertained. 

uly. ‘The above brief’ narextive will show how much Christian blood bas 
eon shed in these attacks; how many women and ebildren earried away, what 
tansunt of property pillaged, charehes sacked and burned in the district of 
Thelocek, amounting to upwards of twenty churches, of which twelve churches 
pa two convents, naznely, Deir Gazal and Seydet-er-Ras, belonging to our own 
omimunity, where three priests were killed, 

Fthly. ‘The amount of property pillaged and destroyed is 500. purses, the 
came, amount arising from the destruction of the twelve churches already men~ 
Toned, and the two convents, the property of which alone amounted to 200 
purr, making atotal of 1,700 purses, ‘The amount of the property of our lay 
Permmminity palaged is estimated at about 6,000 purses, and that of the other 
Christian communities in the whole of the district, consisting of 


Plorety crops, cattle camela, horses, donkeys and houses destroyed by fire, 
exceeds 20,000 purses. This is the pecuniary loss, exclusive of that of men 
‘women, honour, desecration, &c. 
Teel it iny daty to submit this protest to you, Sir, besceching and entreat- 
Jing the benevolence and compassion of the exalted Government of England, 
distinguished for their high zeal and great power, for there remains to us no 
other refuge after God Dut them, to bestow a compassionate Took upon the 

lorable state to which the Christian community is reduced men, women, 
fand children are now brought to utter destruction, naked and hungry, not 
possessing the means of daily food. May thoy take up their cause and obtam for 
them reparation and indemnity 5 and gain their prayers and most fervent suppli- 
ations to the Almighty to afford them victory, and consolidate the foundations 
Of tcc power, vas vo tread under thei fect every enemy, ‘and render them 
ilotiounly vickorio “ 

T haye, &e. 
(Signed) © MALATHIOS. 





No. 115, 


(hes og rte eneel Aeoret Lard J. Ruse {Races agua 22) 
fo. 28.) 
My Lord, Begrout, August 6, (860, 

_ THAVE tho honour to inclose the copy of letter, marked Confidential 
which I received yesterday from Fuad Pasha, in which his Exelleney is pleased 
to acquaint no with the measures he had taken at Damascus, up tothe day of 
its date, ‘The vorbal communication with which the Pasha had charged Haasan 
Bey (Colonel O'Reilly) to make to me, as stated in the closing parmgraph of 
his Excolloncy’s letter, had reference to the coming of the French expeditionary 
force, of which he is moat anxious to prevont the disembarkation, by showing 
that ho is doing the needful at Damascus, therefore leaving no occasion for the 
Aetion of the French troops. 

‘Thin desire on the part of the Imperial Commissioner is natural enough ; 
bat item question meriing serious consideration how far the rigorous min. 
sures already taken, of to be further adopted, by the Turkinh authorities, are 
uc to the threat of occupation, In my humble opinion, they are oto a 
Very considerable extent, L called, however, upon Admiral Martin, in order to 
show him Fuad Pasho's communication, and nequaint him with the naturo of the 

se by Hassan Hoy. We could come Init to one conclusion ax to 
progress of the French troops, vis., that independently of the fact 
‘instructions tous on tho subject on the part of our Govern- 
tempt with the French Mili nmander, who woud attend 
to nothing but his orders, cquainted Hassan Hey, who 
started for Daroascus immediately afteeward the informa- 
tion of Fuad Pasha, Count Bentivoglio having called upon me later in the 
day, I had an opportunity of ascertaining his views on the subject, withont 
Acquainting him with our own, which I found to be in harmony with those we 
eutortained. ‘The French Consal-General had received letter from Fuad 
imilar to the one addromed to me by his Excellency. 1 beg to Inckowe 
‘8 copy of my written reply to the Pasha, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 115, 
Fouad Pasha to Consul-Generat Moore. 


M. lo Consul-Général, Damas, te & Aout, 1800. 
FAT commencé & agir ici, hier, ct mon plan a €té couronné de sucets, 
Apia avoir pris toutes les dispositions pour imposer d'un ebté als ville et jour 
la frapper do Fautre on cas de résistance, je suis parvenu & faire sais | 
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}0 individus; qui mfont é€é dénoneés en partic par les agents 
‘Chrétiens et en partie livrés par les indigenes eax-mémes 
jinuent encore ayjourd’hui, et arriveront jusqu'an soir au 
monde livre le butin criminel, et quoiqu'll soit 
difficile de faire restituor une grande partie des objets de valeur, la plupart des 
objets cnlovés se troavent aujound’hui entre nos maina Tout cela sest fait 
sans coup férir, et In population honnéte de la ville a donné une assistance 
morale, par son calme, a ls troupe Impérinle ; qui du reste a imposé, par son 
altitude, aux muting qui ve trouvent aujourd'hui sous le coup de la terveur. TL 
me reste & présent Aagir contre les personnes appartenant la classe sy 
qui ont &€é compromises dans Vaffaire de Damas, que j'ai employées, jusqu’a 
présent, an succés de mon plan, et qui bicntdt scront entre les mains de la 
ustice, Un Conseil Extraordinaire que j'ai déjd nommé vient de commencer& 
interroger les individas qui sont arrétés, Ceux qui seront condamnés par ce 
‘Tribunal Extractdinaire seront exéeuté par la sentence que je donnerai, con~ 
ent aux pleins pouvoirs que lo Sultan m'a conférda. Cotte mesure ainsi 
que toutes lex autres que je prendeai pour infiger un chitiment exemplaire & la 
ville de Damas ne rencontreront aucune résistance de la part de la population, 
dont une partic, ainsi que j'ai ex Vhonneur de yous le dire plus haut, qui ext 
te reste ealme, et Pautro ext dovenuc triv docile, par les arrestations 
i qui ont été olfectuées jarqu'd present. Sachant d'avance que tout 
¢ que jo Yous communiquerai yous ferx un_plaisir particulier et que In relation 
exnete ‘des {nits peut prévenir des complications qui peuvent résulter d'un 
mouvement de troupes qu'on m’a sigaalé comme Jai em de mon 
devoir de porter d yotre connaissance tout ce qui s'est passé ici, et jtenvois a 
Boyrout mon Aide-de-eamp, le Colonel Hasan Bey, pour quil vous donne, 
Commandant des forces navales de Sa Majexté 
ms ici et pour qu'il 


faire parvenit. 
- ee, 


Inelosure 2 in No. 115, 
Consul General Moore to Fuud Pasha. 


Exeelloney, Begrout, August 7, 1860. 

I HAVE hud the honour to receive the letter whiek your Excellency has 
thud the goodness to address to me under date of the 4th instan 

tn thanking your Excelleney for the information which you are pleased to 
give me relative to the energetic mentures you have taken at Damascus, T be, 
to assure you that you do me but justice in believing that your Eacelleneys 
communications will afford me o peculiar pleasure, 2 

With respect to the verbal observations which Colonel Hassen Bey was 
charged by your Excellency to make to Admiral Martin and myself, 1 beg to 
state that Fsought m special interview with the Admiral iu order to confer with 
hhim thereon. ‘The result of our deliberations I have verbally confided to Haxsan 
Bey, to be by him communicated to your Excellency. 

L beg, &e. 
(Signed) -N. MOORE. 





No. 116, 


Consul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell {Received August 22. 
(Xo, 29.) 
My Lord. Begrout, August 6, 1880. 
WITH reference to a statement that has appeared in the public papers to 
the effect that there were but 400 regular troops in Syria at the time 
cf the outbreak, Ihave the honour to scquaint your Lordship with the truth 
‘with regard to that point. Perfect accuracy is not attainable, but your 


Lordship may rely that the following estimate is rather understated than the 
‘contrary. 
In the two Pashalics of Beyrout and Damascus there could not have been 
Jess than 4,000 Turkish regulars at the commencement of the disturbances and 
the’ arrival of any reinforcements whatsoever. At each place in the 
Mountain where massacres were perpetrated there were garrisons, composed of 
r ranging from 200 to G00 strong, with field pieces. ‘Iu Damascus 
tts computed that there were 1,500 regular troops, cavalry and infantry, and 
5 many irregulars, when the broke out. 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 





No. 117. 


Conrul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell. —(Received August 22. 
(Wo. 0.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, August 8, 1800, 

Thave the honour to report the arrival within the last few days of a Dutch, 
® Sardinian, wn Austrian, and a Russian frigate; » Greck corvette and two 
un-beats had come in about ten da 

addition to Her Majesty’s ships already reported, the “Rac 

Sutered the port on the Sth instant. ‘There are now before Be} 
Nenels of war of the different nations represented, besides the British, French, 
‘and Turkish ships detached on service along the coast 

L have, &. 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 


. SEE eee 
No, 118, 


Major Fraser to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 2 
Gary (Received Aug 
My Lord, Bryrout, August 2, 1800. 
IHAVE the honour to report my arrival at Beyrout, on the night of the 
1st ultimo, in fulilment of the special mimion with which Tam entrusted by 
Your Lordship. 
Immediately upon my arrival, und at his own request, I waited upon 
Ldmiral Martin, commanding Her Majesty's fleet here, whom I at once 
‘bused of the idea that I came in connection with au 
*3pedition on the part of England—an id 
eence of the previous arrival of Colonel D' Heer, wh 
Pow selecting ground at the “Pine Forest,” near Be mpment 
ich free, said to be about to arrive iu Sy og that 
c we the Christian population yet remalning 
axcus to imminent danger, in the yet uncertain position of affuire there, 
Thave takew upon me to state generally, that I had no: 
S2y force, whether English or French, was likely to arriv 
a. foore, to whom Tdelivered your Loniship’s instructions fegarding myself, 
Fequested him to state to his colleagues, by whow be said inquiry would be 
that I had come in conncetion with the operation of no body of troops but 
of His Majesty the Sultan. Iwas desirous that this should be distinct! 
tood, because the ides that an armed intervention by a combined English 
And French force was imminent, had largely obtained in Beyrout und neighbour. 
ood, aod had even reached Damascus, while Moslems, in various quarters, had 
ened that if such occurred, they would exterminate every Christian they 
reach. ‘There does not appear to be wuch feeling against the landing of 
1 English force, particularly it'with the consent of the Sultan, but a mont 
Barked objection exists to a French intervention, The influence of France 
SPP to have utterly declined among tho Maronites, after the severe losser 
suffered nt the hands of the Druses, brought upon them by the attitude 
they had been encouraged to assume by their French protectors. Since the 
*port of a French landing, however, which appears to be industriously spread, 
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both officially and otherwise, the lost ground is being rapidly recovered. 
Whether intervention be positively decided or not, it is of vital moment that 
no landing be permitted, until the safety of the Christians in the interior of 
Syria and Palestine be first provided for, and in the event of the Sultan giving 
his consent to such intervention, that this fact be first widely made known, 
otherwise the results to the Christians may be most deplorable; for the little 
protection they have in the meantime from the presence of the Sultan's troops 
might then utterly fail therm. 
"The arrival of thirteen French Commissariat officers, by the steamer of 
norving, would seem to confirm the reports of the speedy arrival of French 
troops. 
syrout is quiet, and the presence of the English and French squadrons, 
aulded 1 garvivon of 2,000 Turkish regulars, under Ismail Pasha (Geoeral 
eins quite sufficient to ensure its continuance. Yet there is a steady 
a of the Christian population going on, who leave coastwards for 
myrne, Grecee, of any distant port to which they can get convey~ 
‘ance, stating that they have lost all feeling of security under the present 
Government of Syria, ‘There are no Russian ships of war here at preseut ; one 
which was recently in port having suddenly lett, I believe without giving sny 
intimation of her intention to do so. At Smyrna, it was positively stated that 
the steamers of the Russian Commercial Line on the coast of Syria, have beet 
recall Black Sea, 4 
Fuind Pash, as will have been reported to your Lordship from various 
sources, atrived at Damascus on the 20th ultimo, after a good deal of delay at 
Tieyrout. His Excellency, daring his stay here, sent Achmet Pasha, late 
Governor of Dainascus, a prisoner to Constantinople. It would have given 
much more confidence to the people of the country had he been detained and 
tried here, where evidence against bim wax obtainable, His Excellevcy also 
sent to Constantinople Khoorshid Pasha of Beyrout, though not as prisover 
but thie was only done, as Tam informed by the Admiral, under very strong 
pressure exerted by nd Mr. Moore: 
T have seen se mamnascus which arrived here yesterday’ 
uence of the uncertainty 
of ultimate coped up in the Cx 
andthe op Pasha’ 
ceased w full for the prese 
as if the Sultan's offleers hid enutiou: 
populition would permit them to go, Mohammer Pasha, the new Governor, sent 
to Damascus, wary by all accounts, & most inefficient officer at Smyrna, his last 
pest. Private communivations mention that it bad been discovered that 
other rising had been Jon Saturday, the 28th ultimo, when the 
Consuls were to havo been special objcets af attack but the indlucnice of some 
of the higher class Moslems, and probably the approach of troops with Fuad 
. hind provented its being exeried out 
‘Pho English nary, Mr. Graham, eut down vear the English Consu 
late, was killed it mistake for 4 Consul, as boasted by his murderer, The 
Darhascas tim ppeats to have been solely infinenced by the old fanatical 
pptevalent there against Chelstinus ; and the Consuls are looked upon a 
ase of Chiistinns being raised to an equal footing with Moslems, in. the 
‘nt day. Your Londabip will be pleased to learn that though the writers 
Bf the above-named lotters often disagree with Mr. Brant as to the existence oF 
extent of ¢ they invariably speak in the highest terms of his untiring 
energy and courage, and attribute the safety of a groat postion of the Christians 
how i the Castle to hia vigorous remonsteances nid demands addressed to the 
Tate Pov 
In justice to Mr. Moore, I ought also to state, that since my arrival, I 
have heard fireign Coosuls speak with admiration of the determination aod 
encrgy exhibited by him also in dealing with the late Pasha of Beyrout, previous 
Deirel-Kamar massacre. 2 
“\ letter frou the Druse district of Lebanon bas just been brought mé, 
which states that the Deuses, in fear of a foreign intervention, are sending 
away their valuables, and propose to tetreat to the inaccessible fastnesses of the 
Ledjah noid Hanrio, south-east of Damascus. ‘Thot they have no objection 1¢ 
an inquiry being inde by England as to their culpability, and are even prepa 


to give up some of the ringleaders; but ‘hough they would accept the word of 
the Engieh Admiral that fey: should haye a = ‘trial, they would that ofno one 
else, ‘They appear determined to fight to the last against Brench interférence. 
This comes from a highly respectable European resident (even at this moment) 
‘among them. I must offer many apologies to your Lordship for the loose form 
Of these totes, which, in consequence of many interruptions, T am only able to 
Jotdown thus rudely in time for to-day’s mail. tis probable that F shall leave 
for Damascus almost immediately. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 





No. 110. 


Major Fraser to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 22.) 
Wo, 2. 

My Loni, Beyrout, Auguat 8, 1800. 
‘ON the 2nd instant, I had the honour to report my arrival in Syris 
‘well as to make some remarks on the position of affairs at that time. “1 had 
pore to proceed at once to, Demo ‘but finding hik Excellency Fund 

Thad requested that more troops tight be wont, to enable him to proceed 
with arrests, 1 considered that the arrival of Europeans in the city might, under 
the circumstances, exelte the populace, and therefore deferred my journey till 
to-morrow, Ax regards the goneral state of the country, it can only bo: said 
that the lull which commenced on the aerival of Fund Pasha still continues. 
Darnaseus, rth a garrison of 7,000 men, and in Boyrout, in presonee of twenty 
hips of war and a garrison of about 2,600 men tho Sultan’s authority can be 
and ie nworted, while Christions may be considered safe. But in too many 
ther quarters they arc yet subjected to threats, insult, and plunder, How 
Geeply rooted is the resicour which has now burst forth among the Moslem 
population, wax painfully shown at Damascus last wock, i the attempt to poison 
the wretched pi to the refugees in the Castle, and to 
hich seven oF victims 10 diabolical plot was discovered. ‘The 
Vakerand others implicated, [am happy to say, wore quickly arrested. Five 
thowandaldicional Turkish troops are sald to bo expected from Constantinople. 
‘heie arrival will enable an expedition to be wade to the vieinity of Hashbeya, 
fund Rashayarel-Takkir, at the western base of Mount Hermon, where many 
Christians, chiefly women and children, are yet, roportedl to be detained, ill- 
treatol hy the Drones i the meantime, and fo fear of being put to death or 
carried away, sbould there bo a general Druse retreat to the Haurin. ‘There 
are pecsons who escaped from the, villages near Hasbeya.at the tiie of the 

cre, ant who have hitherto been protected by:the sister of Bald Bey 
it who now either cannot oF Will not say longer protect them. 

On the Ath is there actived here 9,000 of the Christians, who: have 

oped 
ere wotnen and chile 
Gastlo, for whom. conve, 

bemzars, while many bave lost all 

Christian population of Darmascur petished in the massacre, besides about 
000 villagers, who had eacaped to the city in nearch of safety, 

Tex hoped conveyance will be fouad for another party of refagees {n a day 
oF two. 

‘Ow the 2nd instant, Baad Pasha commenced making arrests, svt doubling 
the guarls over the Europeans and occupying the city with troop, Up to the 
Present moment the arrested amount to nearly 1,000, chiely fom among the 
Tibbles though, within the last day or two, he bas imprisoned, some of the 
higher people. ‘There were great threats of resistance if any attempt wax made 

rn Moslem far what has occurred; but mot a shot_has yet. been fired. 
rasha would do more than fine, imprison, enroll 
in the army, or pothaps send a few of the principal to Constantinople, but they 
azo now alarmed, and fear thoy are to be treated much more severely. | For the 
sixteen years a Moslem has never been. put, to death for_ kill 
istian, and they ean hardly conceive it will be otherwise now. Hill 
Excellency's movements have been cautious, yet decided, 
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A good deal of the more lly and worthless plunder has been collected; 

i et been discovered, 

‘om Fuad Pasha arrived here on the Sth instant, 
ing that some 400 arrests hind been made, and, with the further view of 
the European representatives here—particularly those of England and 

France—to arrest the landing of any military expedition that might have been 
directed on Syria, on the plea that order was now restored, justice being 
executed, and that, therefore, foreign intervention was at present unnecessary. 
‘This officer came to me, but { told him [had no anthority in the matter, and 
referred him to Mr. Moore and the Admiral, with both of whom, it ‘then 
appeared, he bad already conferred, but with little success. He seemed to say, 
as from himself, that Pund Pasha would lose all courage to go on with a task 
which would make him many enemies, if, notwithstanding all he might do, 
there would still be an intervention, I assured him that L thought this a false 
view of the position, and that Fuad Pasha’s best security against foreign inter- 
vention would bo to demonstrate that he was uctively felling: the‘ tuk for 
which he had been deputed by the Sultan, viz., the signal punishment of the 
guilty, whatever position they might occupy, and the re-establishment. of order 
aand security for the future. ‘That it was not to be supposed there would be any 
interforence whatever, until it was evident that the officer who had heen deputed 
to tho task had failed in its accomplishment. 

Thave letters from Damascus this morning, but no executions were yet 
known to have taken place; and all proceedings connected with the prisoners 
were conducted with great secrecy. 

T must again ropeat that the prospect of a French occupation, unaecome 

by an English or other force, ix viewod with reat disfavour, both by 

and by tho inhabitants of the country genorally, with the 

exception, pethaps, of some of the Maronites, there being a” generally 

prevailing four that it will be difficult to induce the Freneh to quit Syria again. 

panied by an English force, or by a mixed expedition, composed of 

contingents from the several Powers who signed the Treaty of Paris, an armed 

tion would not have been viewed with suspicion, as is the case at present. 

roclamation wax ised, a few days go, announcing that, by the 

wish, « foreign military expedition would shortly arrive in Syria, and 

that it was to be received with friendship. ‘This will, I trust, remove: all 
misconception on the part of the Moslems of the interior. 

‘The French Consnl-General here asserts that the occupation will only be 
“ momentary,” as he expresses it; aud that, though it be exelusively French, 
thero need be no difficulty about it, if the other European representatives here 
will. only support. it franlly and fatty, "A. few soldhers of tho ~ Intondance 

tairg,” with some stores, have been landed, and accommodation for sick 

ovided, but no expeditionary foree has yet appeared. Some attempts have 

Teen maile 0 emist natives among the Maronites, itis not yet known for what 
purpore; while about 2,000 Algerines, Abd-el-Kader's men, are now maintained 
by France at Dasascux 

‘The Chiofk of the Druses are holding: meetings in various parts of the 
mountains, One wis held yorterday, within ten miles of Beyrout, and 
Said Bey has summoned oné near Rasheya, probably to decide on some 

roposal to be made, or other general plan of action. 'They feel they are now 
Tika ly to be made “seape-goats,” and make assertions that they were 
encouraged, of at lenst eountenanced by the Government authorities, though 
no documentary evidence hins yet been shown. It is, however, a remarkable 
fact, that the only points at which serious massacres occurred were precisely and 
exclusively the points at which there were Turkish garrisons. Witness the 
tragedies of Hasboys, Rasheya, Deirel-Kamar, Sidon, Zahlé, Damascus, 
the principal garrisons of this part of Syria, Near Beyrout itself, the villages 
if Babdab and Hadad were burned within $60 yards of the Pasba's camp, and 
before his eyes, without an attempt made to save them, tho only movement 
made being on the part of the Bashi-Bozouks, who rushed forth to plunder 
the Christians. 

Having recently scen in a newspaper that M, Musurus, the Turkish 
Ambassador in London, had stated to your Lordship that there were only 
400 troops in Syria at the date of the outhreak, I find, on inquiry, that there 


ere from 4,000 to 5,000 men in this part of Syria alone, and I hope shortly to 
beable to give their exact numbers and distribution. 

In conclusion, I beg to state that I experience very great difficulty in 
Procuring information at present, in consequence of the interrupted communi- 
ation between the different parts of the country, while many of the actors in 
the late events have already emigrated. I am collecting information, however, 
8S opportunity offers, regarding the outbreaks and massacres at each point, with 
& viow to drawing up a detailed report hereafter. 1 must again beg’ your 
Lordship's indulgence for the shortcomings of the clerical department, in which 
Thave not hitherto been able to obtain any assistance, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A. J. FRASER. 





No. 120. 


Coneul-General Moore to Lord J, Russell.—(Received August 27.) 
(No. 31,) 
My Lord, Beyrout, August 10, 1860, 

I HAVE the honor to report that Ahmed Pasha, the ex-Seraskier and 
Governor-General of Damascus, returned to Beyrout on the 8th instant, having 

fen sent back by the Porte to. take his trial on the spot, the scene of his 

misdeeds, He is to be followed, it is understood, by Khoorshid Pasha, the late 

Governor-General of Beyrout, for the same purpose. ‘This measure cannot be 

too highly commended, and’ nothing short of it would have satisfied the 

‘Aigencies of the case, oF even secured a proper trial by affording the necessary 

Stilowce direct and ‘cireumetantal, which a local inquiry ean alone render 
ble. 

Although happily no fresb outbreak or disturbance on a large scale has 
Sceurred anywhere, yet I have to report the country as in a very disorganised 
al anarchical state; the Druses continue their depredations and molestations 
Agxinst the Christians, notwithstanding the peace patched up; the inclosed 
Wetorial I have received from some survivors of the massacre nt Hasbeya will 
ive your Lordship an idea of what is going on there and elsewhere.” Tam 
Unretsitting in my endeavours to procure protection for those unfortunate people 

the Turkish nuthoritic ae Tam in constant Sfemmusicalion by 

cvs of representation, with that object, but I regret that the necessity 
they plead of « reference to Fuad Pasha at Damascus prevents that promptitude 
Faction which I should wish to see under circumstances of such urgency. In 
is particular case, the results of my efforts has been the despatch ofan express 
40 Fund Pasha to bring the position of the Christian fugitives of Hasbeyn to 
xcelleney’s knowledge with a view to his taking the necessary ieasures 
irrelict, From the inclosed copy of a letter of thanks T have received from 
Rey. Mr. Ford, inclosing one from the Protestants of Cana, your Londship 
Will perceive that I have been able to secure protection to others as well, 
From the Christians of the coast towns I receive frequent urgent applica- 
tions for British men-of-war to be sent for their protection, on account of the 
tm they feel in consequence of the demeanour of the Mahometans, Yesterday, 
instance, a deputation of Christians from Acre called upon me with the same 
Tequest, brought their prayer to the knowledge of Admiral Martin, who at 
Gace ordered the “Firefly” to proceed thither, and to convey the members of 
deputation to their town at their solicitation. Admiral Martin has with 
Squal readiness attended to all my suggestions in respect to the despatch of 
Yerels to different points on the coast, besides affording me the weight of hix 
‘SUpport and influence in my communications with the authorities, 

Ever since the news of the projected French occupation, the Druses have 
been in a state of the greatest uneasiness and perplexity. They recently held @ 
Several meeting of chiefs in the Arkoob, the distet of the Avaad clan, to 
$Bsider their position and decide upon a line of action in certain oventualities, 

4m informed by ove of themselves, through an agent, that the decision come 
{o's to retire further into the interior on the arrival of foreign troops to attack 
and to address memorials to the British and Turkish Governments, 
bined to them against unjust treatment. They place all their hopes in the 
The leading chiefs cling to mo with the tenscity of desperation for 
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ay jiiage it proper, pending the receipt of your Lordship's instructions, 
Suppor ites Towers ae satisfy them for the present and pledge me to no 
apecitic eogagement, Re csS cgi esa aa 
Boscus, Fuad Pasha’s afrests had reached between 7 
sae JL Damereut Taken pluce-ihat of the Mabometan who attempted ta 
ne exthe Chiistians in the Castle; but on the same day of the execution, and 
Prnost simultaneously’, a Christian was murdered in the streets by Mabometans 
filo, itis said, bad sworn to kill a Christian for every Mabometan put to de: 
Bre 'Coneal Brant reports that it ix now certain that upwards of 5,000 Christians 
Fe slaughtered i Damaseus; bat the French Consul raises the number 
of victims to 8,000. ps er 
Gigned) | -N. MOORE. 


August 12. 
; Fuad sent an onder 
P.S.—In consequerice of my representations, Fund Pasha has sent an or 
to the Commanding Oticer at eytout, Inoail Pasha, to send a tatlion of 
troops Tor the protection of the ‘at Hasbeya and Rasbeya. ‘The 
toons have orlers to attack the Druses if they continue to molest the 
Maes (Signed) MOORE, 
SS SSS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 120, 
‘he Chriatians of Hasbeya to Connul-General Moore 


August 8, 1860. 
rt ¢ Hasbeya and the neighbouring villages, 
YOUR servants, the inbabitants of Hasbeya and the neigh eitlagen 

boig to state that your Seigneuty’ ie wware of the tnisfortunes which have 

Pe ten uescnamely, our men massacred, out houses burut, oor propert 

Plandeted, ‘The surviving widows and orphans are in a deplorable states 

Ping in the power of the Dewses, io danger and insecurity on account o 

the threats held out by the Drusex to th horrors 

tapaicd to, which we cannot from deliosey explain to. you. ‘The Pru 
aaa ta demolish and destroy our houses, cut down our trees, and Kill any 
eres survivors they wt any time meet with aloue outside the houses in 
tebich they have found wn aeshurn, 

il ah eee found have. pehed hom starvation, how 
women are still dispersed In the willerness without shelter, clothes to 

Heer tlie, or fool to sustain ie ; they are naked and barefooted, the sky 

their covering, and the earth their bed, 

We pene aervunts, throw ounelves at your fect, imploring you in the 
hame of God to Took with compassion snd mercy into the state of these widows 
wit enn dispersed ia Uhe wilderness, mountains, and caves, Ke, and to take 
tmeawres to deliver them out of their disteas by procuring’ their withdrawal 
aoa Nmmgat the Druses, those ravening wolves who seek to fill. upon thet 
from asouget Wve" your sereana, bare. enftom or beip bat God and. th 
imerey of your Government. God forbid that you should allow these widows 
tery a i thie mate to perish from hunger and feary your compassion ant 
fencralence tarda us have always been great 


Inclowure 2 in No, 120. 
‘The Rev. Jr Be Pord to Consul General Moore. 


sir, Beyrovt, Auyust 11, 1860 
; SOME weeks since, you Mo $0 kind as _ oan oe Protests a bees 
Suna with a letter’ to Hassan Bey El Faris, the Governor of their 

tare, conometi al care and protection; as the beneficial 
fects or your efforts oo thelr beh fav to ead thin 1@ 
ndite a letior of acknowledgment, describing the conduct of Hassan Be; rar 
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them, and toward all the Christians in his vicinity. hasten to lay before you 
the said letter, begging leave at the same time to add my own thanks as pastor 
of the little flock who have thus been preserved from sharing in the general 
destruction. 
Permit me to subscribe myself with sentiments of the highest respect, 
(Signed, J. E. FORD. 





No. 131. 


Mr. Fane to Lord J. Russell—(Received August 27.) 
(No, 59.) * 
My Lord, Vienna, dupust 23, 1800 

ON the receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 19th instant, T informed 
Count Rechberg that Her Majesty's Government approved the. instructions 
which tbe French Government proposed to address to its Commistioncr for the 
iAthirs of Syria, und that tbe etoh, Corsmbsionce would receive fstructions 
early identical with those furnished to his French colleague. 

Count Rechberg said that he also spproved the French instructions, and he 
ras glad to have his opinion of them. confirmed by that of Her Majesty 
Governroecl-Ha shoult inoue sicilar inveroctous 1 the Austrian Otsu 
sioner who, be infocmed tne, had been appainted in the person of M. Weckbecker, 
BOW Imperial Consul-General at Beyroat 

His Excellency added that, in care the Cc ioners should be wuthoriand 
Bisprls Ge any sipplercalary astractloos whlch ey Wight requlre 9 We 
Ambassadors at Constantinople, he hoped that care would be taken that the 
fastructions. issuing from those sources abould be identical. With thie view’ he 

mld instruct the Austrian Representative at Constantinople to furnish no 
momumesoner except in concert with he colleagues, 
'y’s Government would recommend their Representative 

Acting on your Lordship’s suggestion, I took the opportunity of observing 
to Count Rechberg that, as the ign intervention in Syria was a matter 
involving questions of much delicacy and dificulty, the course of events there, 
Aid the atitude A by all parton, would ‘equlto' to by ecy mArTOWIy 

sd to Sad hie Excellency keenly somsitle of the isiportanioe 
‘CKetcising great vigilanco and circumspection, not only upon this, but upon 
‘very question relating to Eastern politics 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) SULTAN FANE, 
ol alll 


No.1 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell (Received August 27.) 
) 


My Lord, Berlin, August 25, 1860. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 308 of the 16th instant, I have 
honour to inforkn your Lordship that the Prossian Goverament have decided 
© draw up iastructioits to their Commissioner in Syrin, in the sense of thore 
which have been addressed to Lond Duderia, the substance of which hus been 
Made Known to this Government by Count Bernstorf 
M. de Gruner told me yesterday that nobody had yet beco finally selected 
the office of Comminioner, but f understand that the choice of the Prussian 
Government is likely to fall on the Consul nt Beyrout, Mt. Weber 
Thave, &e. 
Gigued) "BLOOMFIELD. 
to the 
Syria, 


—Since signing the above, I have heard that M. de Rehflies, Secretary 
Prussian Legation at Constantinople, is appointed Commissioner in 


B. 
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No. 123. 


Lord J. Russell to Consul-General Moore. 
(No. 5.) 
Bir, Foreign Office, August 20, 1860. 
HAVE to scqusint you that 1 approve of the steps taken by you, a5 
reported. in. your despatch No. 27 of the Ath instant, to effect the release of 
Jeveral Christian women and children ftom the hands of the Druses, in the 
neighbourhood of Deirel-Kamar, and also to recover a considerable amount of 
property plundered from Christians. 
Tam, &e. 
(Bigned) J. RUSSELL. 





No, 124. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No, 495.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 80, 1800. 
YOUR Excellency was made aware by my despateb No, 424 of the 16th 
instant, that Her Majesty's Government considered the condition of the Christian 
‘women’ who had been carried off by the Druses was the question which 
tion of the Commissioners sent to Syria, and that 
press upon Fuad Pasha and his European 
mediate meanures for rescuing those unfor- 
situation, 
matter most urgently on the Porte, stud 
yy. The sufferings of there women rust 
ff aympathy on the part of all Christian 
nations. 
"You will also take such measures ax may appear to you mort advisable to 
provide fr the maintenance of these poor women till théy can find permanent 
homes and means of subsistence. 


__ Fam, fe. 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL. 


ee 
No. 125. 


Lord J. Russell to Karl Cowley, 
(No. 845) a 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Auguat 91, 1860. 

T PRESUME there will bo no, necessity for nending to Syria the second 
division of 6,000 men mentioned in the Convention But ‘should sach # 
necessity arise, Her Majesty's Government will be ready to send 3,000, and. 
they have reason to believe that Prussia will be ready to send 3,000 to com- 
plete the number. So long, however, ax it docs not appear probable, that 
Uny necessity will arise for despatching these troops, it may be ax well that 
your Exeelleney should not diseuss the matter with your colleagues. But 
JNould it arise, you are authorized to speak in the sense of this despatch. 

Tt must be observed, that after the beginning or middle of October, no 
fleet can remain with safety on the coast of Syria. 

Tam, &e. 
J. RUSSELL. 


m 
No. 126. 


Major Fraser to Lord J. Russell—(Received September 1.) 
es pl 
My Lord, Downscus, August 20, 1860. 

_L HASTEN to report that the execution of the criminals condemned for 
their share in the massacre at Damascus, commenced, somewhat unexpectedly, 
(10 o'clock last night (Sunday). At that hour, fifty-seven culprits, four or 
five being of superior position, were hanged in the bazaars and public squares 
of different quarters of the city, where their bodies yet remain, ‘Two hours 
ago, 110 others, connected with the irregular troops in the employment of the 
Goreroment, were shot outside the city, on the plain called the “Mer,” or 


‘The trials of the arrested still continue, That of Achinet, late Pacha of 
Damascus, is closed ; but the sentence is not yet promulgated. Omar Bey, 
the Colonel commanding the troops at Hasbeya during the massacre there, is 
before the Court to-day. Sentence is also being recorded against many who 
Have fled, but have not yet surrendered or been captured, Arrests and din- 
Armaments sill continue. "There has not been hitherto the slightest attempt at 
Tesistance, I confine myself to those bare details on the present occasion, aa T 
desire to take advantage of a Turkish post about to leave, aifording a speedier 
Gimveyance than usta, 1 propose to transmit longer report hy a safer channel 

we, he, 
(Signed) A J, FRASER. 





No, 127. 


Fuod Pasha to ali Pasham( Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M. Musurws, 
September 1.) 


Damas, le 20 Aout, 1860, te soir. 

CE matin, 167 des coupables dont le jugement est clos, ont été exéentés 
podiquement” Cinquantesept de, cs famnds ont été pendus aux enidevits 
fn plus populeux de ia ville, et 110 individus appartenant A In police locale ont 
46 funillee nur la. placo dite Djenk-Méidan, La ville est frappte de terror, 
‘Aucun mouvement n'a été obserré dans la ville durant les exéeutions. 

Demaia, les coupables condamnés aux travaux foreés et & In détention 
seront, sous bonne escorte, dirigés sur Beyrooth pour étre immédiatement 
‘embarqués pour Constantinople, 

Turmi les coupables pondus il y a des fréres, des fils et parents, dos plus 
Andes nobis do paps Aucun comple net en do leur rang on dignité, 
Jemafn soront également arrétés, jugés et punis tous lex notables compromin. 

Te procés de Tex-Gouvernear Abmed Agha et dinutros officcrs, se 
pourrait far devant Je Conseil de Guerre, dont les sentences recerront leur 
fexéention dés quielles auront été prononcés 

Lee coupables qui-ont pu sévader apris les massacres sont aussi jugés 
ar contumaee. Ils subiront leur peine das qu'ils seront ssinis, 

Darmée au Soltan agit avec Ia discipline la plus rigoureuse et la plus 
parfaite loynuté, La main de la justice est maitrease abyoluo de In situation, 

La tranquillité est parfaite sur tout le littoral de In Syric. La séeurité est 
rétablie i Saida ot les environs. 

Agréve, Re. 
(Signo) FUAD PASHA. 





No. 128, 


Coneul-General Moore to Lord J. Rucsell.—(Received September 1.) 
(Wo, 35) 
My Lord, Beyrout, August 22, 1860. 
T HAVE the honour to report, that troops belonging to the French 
expeditionary force continue to arrive at Beyrout; about 6,000 men, including 
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cart 
fow minutes’ walk from the town; the troops then march up to the 
it, Without entering, on to the camp, srRane sag the 
Dari a entering, on to the camp, preceded by theit bands playing the 
Teed bardly say that the occupation is viewed with the eri 
by the Mabometans; 0 scow! is visiUle on their faces as the troops march pest 
and their general manner is irritable and sullen, breaking out occasionally in 
neers and inault to the Christians, and i some cases in personal violence upan 
the slightest oecagion or fancied provocation. ‘Thanks, however, to the energetic 
senses of reprosion taken by Ahmed Kaiser Pasha, the new Goveraor- 
Gener, lied to a proclamation ised by his, Excaleey, forbidding the 
ce of arma of any kind by the townspeople, Christian and Mabome' 
Asturbanees of tho sort are likely to ona cae Seas nee 
On the other hand the Christians are overjoyed. On the landing of 
trope Christin refsvor elev the men of Aide eho, tavieghie aed 
which they carry for them all the way to € ers liens 
water, tobacco lemonade, A, gratia oe ee a ae 
canuot but state to your Lordship that great and general 
rolef aod see of security amongst the Chictlang uropeas asd native thes 
flowed the arrival of the French Prevows to thls event, no ens knew thal, 
he, Cok dlaalon Sight pot take gems a sta Eaopeat 
ecupation really guaran 
their apprehension 
the non-arrival of 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 





No, 129. 


ee Sent semeat Moore to Lord J. Ruseell—(Received September 1.) 


My Loe, 
T HAVE the honour to report that Abmed Kaiserli Pasha, the new 


Beyrout, August 22, 1860. 


Governor-General of this eyalot, has arrived, and enter is et 
His Excellency bears igh character for icv Hearted pierre 
The usual visits of eeremony have been exchanged etwoen tx. “4 e 
= etree a » the late Gi vernor-General, returned a few days ago 
Sonar i Salen aients basin been sent back by his Government to 
eee aot: He isconlocd fo a private howe, with seri st 
Satiafactory nows to the 20tb instant came in thi smase! 
i is from 0. 
Fund Pain, tnd commenced the exectinn on that day Sf Mahomet 
ucluding some notables, ged in all parts of the city, an regulars 
tnd comers aot; tee and Laeectnas Papa poe 
as pr ut, on their way to Constantinople, As Mr. C 
a prisoners to Begroat 0 thei nople.. As Mr. Consal Brant 
testo your Laniship by ths opportunity, 1 have no doubt he will give all 
1 beg to inelose copy of w communication whic 
Me. Cyl Graham, wo rtrd fos Dassatons op the Suh cient vad 
sequel to his report of bis 0 yi van namitted (6 
seo ois por of is Walt ashe and Rashey, already teamed Yo 
‘The Drusos maintain the same attitude and determinati 
last the honour to address your Tontakin® Te 


. T have, &e. 
(Signed) MOORE. 


us 
Inclosure in No. 129. 
Sequel to Mr. Graham's Report of his Visit to Hasbeya and Rasheya.® 


I MENTIONED in my report of the 15th of August, that immediately 
on my return from the Province of Hasheya and Rasheya, I bad, in the course 
of a lengthened interview with Fuad Pasha, suggested to his ey the 
expediency of forming a division among the Druses of Rasheya, by inviting 
Khari Aga-el-Arian to Damascus, and offering him a safe passage back agein, 
should he consent to come. 

I likewise reeammendea his Excellency to send a sufficient force, and some 
artillery, to both the above-mentioned towns, for the protection of the large 
Christian popalation which still remained there in hourly fear of their lives. 
Tentreated him to take these steps with the least possible delay, in order to 
anticipate the report of the arrival of French troops, : 

“iad Pasba did me the honour of attending to both these suggestions, and 
immediately dispatched Hassan Bek (Colonel O'Reilly) to Sidon, with orders to 
march up one battalion and two pieces of artillery on Hasheya, while a half 
Dattalion, on the way from Beyrout to Damascus, was to be intercepted in the 
Bokia, the plain of Cale-Syria, and ordered to march upon Rasheyn. 
Excellency likewise dispatebed letter to Khazhi Agha desiring his immed 
Appearance inthe city, atthe mime tine giving me the commission of writing 
tahim (Khazii Agha) myself, and giving him safe passage on the promise of 
tho Pasha. At the same time, 0 pains wore xpared to sow jealousy inthe 
‘thor faction at Rasheya—that of Mobammed Nasar, All thix had the desi 
effect, Khaxii Agha, after tal for the protection of the Chriatians, 
Crees. Damm ma this to discaneerted the other Chie, that ho, marched 

noved all his Drasos, leaving the place in the quiet possession of the 
under the protection of the friendly faction among, the Druses 
‘view between hia Excellency and this Druse Chief was of gront value, 
id it ended by his guarantecing to protect the Christians, or, if necessary, to 
hem to Sidon, By this time tho regular troops will have reached thelr 
destination, and the Christinns will be fully protected, We eannot be thankful 
enough for this, ax we had cause, and good enuse, to fear that, under the most 
favourable circumstances, this result woold not have been obtained without 
Bloodshed. 
“d Pasha has likewine appointed a Mutscllim or Governor in ench of there 
if the authority of the Porte in one of the wildest and 
most disturbed of the provinces of Syria. Ono hundred and fifty Cavalry are 
Tkevise placed at the disposal of the Governor of Rasheva. 
(Signed) ‘CYRIL C, GRAHAM, 
Beyrout, August 22, 1800. 





No, 130. 


Sir H, Bulwer 60 Lord J. Russell —(Recelved September 2%.) 
(No. 523.) 
My Ton, Theropia, August 21, 1800. 
THAVE read with interest the lotter which the Emperor of the French 
ately addressed to his Ambassador in London ; and:the styl nti 
that letter are such as cannot fail to be exceedingly satisfactory to one, who 
heat relations maintained between France and Great Britain, 
reover, gratifying to me to know that Her Majesty's Government 
has the jntention, should the French occupation be continued, of adding thereto 
fan English foree. 
My impression, after the perusal of that letter, indecd, is that the French 
expedition will not be left in Syria for any length of time, 
Suill it is perhaps my duty to make a few observations in support of those 
that T lniely nieged to. your Lordship, concerning the importance of the 
Position which France might occupy, if, for any reason or other, she Were to 


Por the nt pectin of Mr, Gran’ prt date the 13 Anzu we 1 
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Syuain for sny considerable time ie only-Power possessing an army on the 
Syrian const. 
Nour Lordship is avare that Syris has alms been considéred, by all those 
Tio have established their empire in the Kast, as the especial couste> ancrone 
any scheme of Eastern conquest might Best be based, 
Te ig, in fdet, the connecting point between 
on the other. 1 need hardly say that the eo 
in Africa, the position she has eee 
the gredt’thilitary marine which is nt th 
‘situation which she has ne 
those plans of extensio 
declares he does not nt 
the more we shall 
Keeping our eyes 


From the neighbdurkood of Tobloase, where T believe w itge military 

forco is to be found, railway Conduct direetly to Toulén ated Marseilles, whence 
‘very few dave any number of troope might arrive at Besrout, 

Aug force; however small, will curry with it, in the fist tastanco, all the 
aie ot owtablishing m wuch Inrger one ; and: it fs to be observed, ther tre 
‘ffcors who hive in tho present ease been ‘int for the purpose of Jnovidivig for 
memannbected French army have always spoken of 12,000, and wot of 0,000 8 oe 
on et oh reees expected, A: French army ance at Rovrout, alge pula 
ion which evnsiders itself Bronch (the Maronites of the Mountain), become 
aieian' ft Botton of the Presich army abi ax the object of the preccat expe- 
tition in to overawe or subue the other portions of tho. Syrian po nalation, it ie 
rune, ousidered that the power of the French will be, both morally aud neaes 
rially, considerably augmonted by i inti 
‘agninst whom the Maronites have to 

Agniny the onl 
from Syria, ix, I beliew Arith, to which 
it is easy would be masters of Egrpt 
ns well forces of the Vicoroy disposed to combat 

his not certain, 
‘open into the countey, start alNe from El Ari 
nul from Suck to Caito ‘on the one siden ants, 
walwass to be remembered, morsaver, that tho French 
army will be augmented by a ltrge number of itrogulars, nad’ thet (2°, genits 
and character of tho Mastern populations genernly isto wide with sace ees 
power, 
Ponsha to the foros ot Turkey 
hardly to he counted upon, a 
tho Kaltan ts now properly’ eallo 
will inno small degree alfect hi 
sa cia Ply to what I consider the 
improbable co ‘on the part of enel 
Government at th ' the part of the French 

he Caneraatut Recesstry that, in considering the fature situation o 
and the Government that is t0 be established there, the artes taseen de shiek 
Thave rallied youie Lordship’s attention should not he ercehete 

T have hoard from travellors who were 
previous to the recont outbteak, the Mf, 


cement which 
favor their 
ingly ilesirable, 


moral system of 
government. If it was considered that the Tete ade 
bea sufficient guarantee for this Governmen poeichyegley 
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Pon re amos of Freeh abd Bnglish, not exciting 1,000 mek ight 
Possibly be left in Syria, in order to strengthen the hands of the Porte, mid 
Htly the additional protection to the Christians, which they expect’ trot 
Foreign Powers, 

Any getcral system of this kind, even if thiis supported, would, T ani 
inclined to chink, be better than restoring things to their nucient sates but it 
Fol be sential in such ease, that the number of troops left in Syria, by 

ere not greater than those left by other Powers and every sign of 
her ascendancy in these countries, or any encouragement of the supposition that 

Me has covsigned them to her peculiar superintendence, must I think, be 
‘arefally guarded against. 

T should add, that” nothi 


What I say, however, is not on account of 
the French Government, Jess perhaps on 
Of the present Ruler of France, who’ has’ mani 

to maintain friendly relations with us, 
clings towards us, 
much posit 
ences both on i 


nee, 
= 
ry h regard 
to tel Rhi peculiar anid 
tratwitory circumstances ot extraordinary, 
Hf we consider the working national boundary 
ice, 
J am the more earnest about wiatters af’ this Kind, beowuse 1 think that the 
Hint object of Brizlish policy must he 16 malitain the ‘most cordial relations 
Xt our great neighbour, But 1 know your Lordship’ arees with ine, That the 
Tay to maintain such relations is to provent questions of a charactor help 
Produce hostility growing up and. arriving. at a condition which admits of 
Sompromine, 
Hy dealing with difenities at their commencement we check their develop 
tad by checking their development we have to treat them before they 
re asa great importance, 
weaknoxs of Turkey, the 
ble 


to 
no 


°, and the to necessity: all Lam 
lsirous should be us much guarded ax possible ngainet 

are embarrassments, and though I know that Hor Majesty's Govern 
mmnattively watching what is now parsing with the saune object ax. mye 
tn ot retrain from expressing respectfully my own sentiments, and the rearing 
1 which they are founded 

Thave, &e, 
(Sigued) HL. BULWER. 





No. 131. 


irl Cowley 6 Lord 5. Russell. {Received Seplembre 9.) 
apelin oss 2 ee, Bi oC 
My Lord, Paria, September 1, 1880, 
J INQUIRED to-day of M, Thoavenel whether he was in possession of 
HY fresh intelligence from Syria” His Excellency replied, that the reports which 
be lad received were far from being satiactory, * Altooush macceres oe 
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M. Thouvenel expressed himself very disapp 

Jeddah over again. Such wholesale fusillades 6 

‘Cageance than of panishment, and while the instruments inthe maaacres ¥o%e 
en eeatieath, the organizers and promoters of them escaped. He feared that 

But? pasha would not have the resolution to do that which alone would inspire 
Fund Pas awe—cause one or tro of the most gully of the high officers to be 

bara Thave, 8 


(Signed) COWLEY. 
eee 


No. 182. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Bloomfield. 
(No, 169) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 

COUNT DERNSTORFE has communicated to me an instruct 
Court, in which, with reference to the French instructions to their Coram 
eee Which tho Prussian Cabinet concurs in and adopts, Count Bernstoril i 
directed to point out Lo Her Majeotrs ‘Government that In the event alladed 
aieeetive French inateuetions, of the Representatives of the Five Pomers socing 
1 in tt fo nana special inateuetiona to the Commissioners of the Powers in 
fyrin, it important that they should come to a provlowe unde wanding among 
Tyrie clon, ao as thereby to secure agreement among the Co 

Tetordship will stato to Baron Schleinits that Her Majesty's Govorn- 
iment entirely agree with his Exeellenay on that point. Dut they are of opinion 
mite beat course to ensure unanimity in the Commision woald be to desire 
tt Representatives at Constantinople to act in concert with regard to any 
cial Inteuetions which they may think it desirable to tranemié ¢@ Syriey 
wrthar than to add a paragraph to that effect, ax suggested by the 
Goverument, to the instructions already sent to the Commissioners. 

Ii tho Prussian Government agree to this. riew, proposal in that sense 
ray be mue to the Cons of France and Rusia, Hor Majesty's Government 
may Ve mappraed by Count Apponyl that the Cabinet. of Vienna entertains 
the saime opinion on the subject as that of Berlin, 

Tam, &e. 
ee aoe 


ee 
No, 139. 


Mr. Brakine to Lord J. Russell. (Received September 9) 
(No, 63.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburgh, August 21, 1800. 

1 AM informed by Prince Gortchakoff that he has been consulted by the 
Prusian Government ax to whether the Commissioners about to be sent te 
Fru should be placed under the orders of their respective Embassies and 
SIionn at Constantinople, or whether they should receive their instructions 
directly from their Governa 

Trince Gortebakol! stated to the Prussian Minister that he coincided with 
the views attribated to Her Majesty's Government on this point, and that 
Mt’ Novikov, First Secretary of the Russian Legation at Constantinople, whe 
Me Miten selected as Coimmissioner for Rassia, would be furnished with 
jastructions by the Russian Envoy at Constantinople, and would correspond 
with that Legation. 

‘ = Thave, &e. 
Sigued) " E, M. ERSKINE. 


SS 


, 134, 
‘M. Musurus to Mr. Hammond. 


Bes ae M, Hammond, St. Leonards, le 8 Septembre, 1860, 
m'empresse de vous transmettre, ci-jointe, Ia copie d'une dépéche 
UWlégraphique que je viens de recevuir de Constantinople, et, qui es, oe 
sti, ou plot In traduction da Tare, de exile qu me, 6s exp 
‘entremise du Consul Ottoman & Malte, et que j'ai eu Vhonneur de ¥‘ 
‘communiquer avant-hier. see Ae Teese 
Votre, 8, 
Bigné) ©. MUSURUS, 


Inclosure in No, 184. 
Pood Pasha to Aali Pasha. 


‘ Damas, le 18 Seffer, 1277 (20 Aout, 1860), 
avai DES, 167 inividas comdacanés i la mat parm lo révoltée aris pour 
voir prix. une part setive A Pévénement de Damas, 96 ont été publique- 
tent ponds, aujourd'hui Landi, dans les rues de a ville, ot lox 111 fusillés 
ar la place publique de Damas. “Las poineseacouroes ont td sual pablique: 
t fniligces, sans que, srice Ala présence dex forces militares, Ta tran 
alld alte rouble ne part perant cox exdcutons ae Se 
rari coux des coupables qui méritaient le plox la peine eapitale, il s'est 
Trouvé des gens appartenant aux familles notables du pays; ceu: ry 
Gg exéeutes sans Utinction. fra Sten nape 
‘Aw fur et i mesure que Hnstraction des autres accusés sera achevée, et 
leurs sera saccossivement ot publiquement inHigée, 
Tos peines dex travaux foreés ou do détention 
‘4 Beyrouth et envoyés a Constantinople, 
2 jugement dev onseil 
tae insttud & ec ee marl ethos poe lgroe 
Hon dew notables du pays qui ve touvent Incl dans oot hie, crt 
tai seront arrités demain, 





—(Recejeed September 4.) 


ee Damascus, August 11, 1980. 
sant HAVE wth copion of three despatches 


Verdsip °F 
from the pri 


¢ murderer, wo. punters 
d, robbery and arson. Ills Fixcellen information 
falbad od ratte Ha hy, dye to clow.ths Tagen dpe 
which would be followed by the iminediate execution af all. thoxe who 
baa commited crimes worthy of death, irompetive of numbers; samo woul be 
sondernved to i for life, some to the Bagnio, and a large number 
Pale eoroed in the troops serving in any part af the Empire but Syria 
Nothing could be stronger than the expressions of horror mad aie of by his 
elle snorwity of the erimes committed, and tho infamy of the 
feet of the Damascenes. lis Excelleney talked of 
nosing 100,000, sterling. T told him 
eee ‘of the’ Joss, but that, my opinion was thar, 
a ‘cover the destruction of property, 
4 money, jewels, plate, and articles of dross, 
2H 


wad Pasha, in order to give sour 


the mob to 


mentenc 
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Tt has been ascertained, with tolerable accuracy, that about 3,500 
Christians, natives of Damascus, were massacred, and about 2,000 strangers 
who had taken refuge in the town for safety. £ 

expressed a hope that his Exeelleney by his energy and activity might 

prove that security and onder were restored and could be maintained on so 

certain a basis that an occupation by European troops would not be needed. 

He said he would endeavour to convirice Europe of this, and he hoped a few 
days would prove the fact. 3 = 

°" [must say that Fuad Pasha, considering the difficulties lie has had to 

coutend with, and the obstacles thrown in his way, hus proved himself equal to 

the task imposed on his Exeelleney by his Sovereign; and 1 have every hope 

that he will not fail to complete the work he has so fs oe ‘energetically begun. 
have, & 

(Bigned) JAS. BRANT. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 135, 
Coneut Liront to Sir H, Bulwer 


Bir, Damarcus, July 
T AVAIL of the departure of a special messenger, sent by his Excellency 
Fund Pasha, to forward to your Excellency copies of two despatches 
addrowed to Lord John Russell.” Fuad Pasha made his entey with the Mushir 
Helin Pasha at mid-lay on the 20th instant, and this morning, at 8 At, 
T waited on hin Excelleney. Me asked of me particulars ns to facts and 
ciroomstances, and any suggestions L could make as to the state of affairs. 1 
drow up a short memorandam, and am preparing another, TI was much struck 
by hix Excelloney’s frank and onergetie bearing and conversation, and 1 have 
‘every hope that his mimion will be conducted in a mannor to satisfy Europe, to 
ve the stain thrown on his Government by the conduct of tx employés in 
‘nil to restore the Sultan’ 
is Exeolloney profe 
rs, and_one cannot 
‘on this point, oping that what is possible to be 
effected, ‘The evil, however, so execeds all that can be im 
eye-witnomes, that {fear it is beyond the means of the Turki 
to do more than partially alleviate a very amall part of so extensive a 
calamity. 


Inclowure 2 in No, 135, 


Consul Brant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Bir, Damaveus, August 4, 1800, 
I HAVE. the honour to report to your Excellency that, on the 
Ist August, inthe afternoon, I waited on Fuad Pasha, and 
Exeelle most 
harm 


ng 


Breellency, however, had been warned of it hy a courier from Constantinople, 
‘and of the consent of the Sultan having been given to its Innding in Syria. Fund 
sha also told me that he was preparing his measures, and only avaited the 
‘arrival of two battalions, expected to reach the Srd instant, to strike the blow. 
lingly, yesterday morning, at a little after 6 a.at, the troops having come 
the guards at the Consulates and throaghout the city were doubled, the 
ake and the streets deserted; during the whole day arrests were 
Plunder delivered up or seized ; and it is said that between 300 and 400 
$f the worst characters were seized, disarmed, and imprisoned, Everybody was 
alarm, and all were cringing to Europeans in onder to obtain a good word 
om them. To-day the arrests continue, but no Chiefs have as yet been 
felted; the Pasha’s plan seems to be to catch the lower class of assassins 
before he touches the Chiefs. Meanwhile the greatest panie exists among the 
luswulimans of all classes and ra it tone has entively changed from 
What it was a fow days ago, and wo one ventures to threaten death to the 
ans its caso of the landing of European troops in Syria. Thus we have, 
Tam happy to say, made a great advance towanls the restoration of confidence, 
the most timid now feel that they are safe, 
Tam happy to ay that ophthalmia alone prevails among the crowds 
Hhelterod within the walls of tho Castle; but fever does not exist, nor even 
iynentery, which was hardly to be expected under the eireumstances. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "JAS, BRANT. 


Loclosure 3 in No. 138, 
Courul Brant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Damoxeus, August 9, 1860, 


nd thwarted 

lency wax an employé of 

ing searching investigations, and by procras 
have found, however, that 
ed soveral days (0 extract any trustworthy 10 

Yet L think hic Excellency has at last succeeded, and although these 
have not acted candidly, I believe a good deal hax be 

them, on pressure boing appliod. 
ted, bat I fear of sinall value, 


only one, as yet, has beon exceute 
ne day a Christian was massacred, 
itt thatthe Inhabitants were determined 
Iman executed. This 
sire of tho Christians to quit’ the 
ink that they might be able to retain. 
inal Commission cannot get any’ witnesses to swear tow man 
a udersr; many wil etfy that poop have been guilty of plunder 
to mutder, one might almost believe that none had. be ninitte 
teaLalthoush itis certain that above 5,000 persons have been massacred 4h 
hart daylight, of by the light of blazing houses, yet nobody will testify. to 
ng witnessed a murder committed, ot will recoxnine a single man guilty of 
chet time. If the ordinary forma of Turkish law cannot. reach 
iminals, exiraordivary proceedings must be resorted to, and people pro 
Ay of plundering mnst be treated as having, at the same time, committe 
wack: Atrocities such as have been committed a 
subterfoges as are attempted to turn aside the sword of justic 
dooms’ £800t be devised, a hatti-sheriff should be published, condom 
th every one guilty of arson or robbery in the late outbreak at Damascus, 
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‘ving to tho Court power to recommend to a less penalty than death such 
He ea howe favour strong extenuating circumstances ean be adduced. 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) JAS, BRANT. 





No. 186. 


Consul Brant fo Lord J, Russell.—(Received September 4.) 
(No. 13.) 
My Lord, Damascus, August 13, 1860. 

THAYE the honour to transmit to your Lordship » most interesting: 
report, ly Mr. Cyril Graham, on his visi* to Hasbeya and Rasbeya. It needs 
ti? addition to increase its interest, and it were needless to augment the 
horrors of the scenes Mr. Grabam has so vividly deseribed. 

Tean inform your Lordship that his Excellency Fuad Pasha has already 
taken mensutes t0 relieve these poor people from the fate with which they are 
threatened, 

Thave, &e. 
(igned) | JAS, BRANT, 


———_————_—___—— 


Inclosure in No. 156, 


Report by Mr. Graham on the Condition of the Chriatians in the Distriets of 
Hsbeya und Rasheya.* 


accounts were given me by certaio 

" f the Christians in that 

district, that T deter %o 
recently the acene of horrible massacres. 

‘On the Sth I hie wn, interview with his Bi 

ed to him my lotention, at the sane time asking authority for removings 

he Christians from that countey, oF for making the best, possible: 

firmogements for theit safety. ‘The Pasha seemed delighted with my proposals 

for he mid ho was extremely a:rxious to obtain necurste information of what 

was going on in that quarter, aud hitherto he hud been able to obtain me 

‘uthentio accounts whatever. He immediately ordered me an escort, promis 

he guided by my reports, in his fature measures for the security of the 

bout Hermon, aud placed at my rlisposal the sum of 20,000 piastres 

Fibution amoug’ the unfortunate Christians of the country T was about 


Tleft Damascus that same evening, Wednesday, Angust sth, and reached 
Rasheya the neat morning. On arriving there I went to the house of the Drus 
Chief, KhaztivelsAriisy and immediately began my inquities as to the number 
Christians at that moment in the place, and ax to the condition in which ther” 
were, Tvoon found that they were indeed in a le states they had nothin 
To eat except what they owed to the bounty of the Druses, and that was litte 
enough! ‘The population amounted to 1,100 souls, whereaf only 76 were met 
all the remaining males having been killed, and some fow having. fled te 
Damascus ond Beyrout. In order to distribute the funds committed to 
care, 1 had all the women and children mustered. and then separated. i 

linge to the quarters of the town they ocenpied, rach divisio® 
and thes one by ‘and cbildret 
T stood and placed in their handle 
‘moti to an accuracy # 
inher of the popalation We that moneat Druses, howevels 
won became very Jealous of this and-came in numbers to ask what | wae doit 
Fe their town, and what my object. was in coming. 

There are two Chiefs in Rasheya, one the above named Khazii Aghaele 
rin, the other Mohammed-en-Nasir, whose sia pned with horror bY 
‘ll the Christians, ax bavi the chief int 


© ior the mje 4 Mr. Graham's Report, date 


mussacre of the 11th June, He came to see me at the house of the other Chief, 
and a conversation insued, trom which it appeared that they still entertained 
the belief in common with most of the Druses, that. the English Government 
must be extremely satisfied with what they had done, for they imagine that any 
diminution of the number of the Christians will be acceptable to us ns weakening 
the French inflvence in the country! 1 soon undeceived therw, and told them 
y that all the civilized world was horrified at their atrocious behaviour, and 
tno people could have a greater abhorrence of their conduct dur 
mouths than the English. ‘They were then very anxious to learn all they could 
fahout a French occupation, and assured me that should the French land in 
Syria and attempt to penetrate into the interior, they would at once slaughter 
all the remaining Christians. The Chief Mohammed Nasir then left me, and, on 
going out of the house, told some of my escort, Algerines belonging to the Emir 
MitScKader, that they, the Deases, Would kil we as 1 hd no good intentions 
towards them. [He repeatedly told despised the Sultan and his Govern- 
‘ment, and that the Druses were a frce people and detied any foree which should 
be Drought against them. ‘That night 1 started for Hasbeya, ani passing 
Unrough Keir and Nimis, two villages in which almost. all the Christian houses 
Thad been burned and some 110 Chnatiaus killed, I reached the other large town 
belonging to the district of Hermon, Hasbeyn. Here I repented my inquiries, 
numbered the semen and children, disteibuted money, and received visits from 
J'inhabitants. ‘The whole nutnber of Christians wt that moment. was 
e having been oxly three months ago 20 Tess than 32005 some few 
are in Beyrout and Damascus; but 1 100 were slaughtered, 
Here the Christians were in the same 1s thowe whom I found 
at Rasheys, ond, ia both places they were hourly in terror of a maxsacre, +0 
excited tind the Druser again become. 

T visited the Sorai, which wax full of the eorpyes of the Christians; none 
had been buricd, and, strange to say, the bodies were well preserved, having 
been parched by the burning Syrian wun. ‘The sight was dreadful, bodies Iving 
in every attitude on the paved court of the palace, the stones, naturally white, 
being stained a deep brown: but the upper rooms presented even ‘a more 
horrible spectacle ; in almort all of them the bodies were piled one upon another 
ta the height of five or aix feet, and lay just they had fhllen; to add Co the horror 
Of thie frightful scene, the poor worsen followed m to howl ond 

mirn over their dead ; they led me trom corpse to corpse, me haw they 

d ween their brothers, fhihers, husbands, sons, slaughtered before their ayes, 
find callings me to witness and to avenge their wrongs. The Druses who ce 
Panied me made their jokes on the bodies, and one fellow showed me a pair of 
Pistols sot in silver, one of which had been broken in dashing the brains out of 
the Christians’ howls. He lamented over his pirtols and xaid, “Oh, that it 
should have bee Fagninst their cursed hard kulls! 

Hore again the Druses were more bold and insolent than I bad ever seen 

wwbere before. T have travelled ited 
them in their strongh we never mot with anything 
but courtesy ; now, however, they »perk with great insolence, boast of the 
number of Christians they bave killed, and assert that they’ will eut to pieces 
which shall be brought again. them. ‘The B 
pxious to the Druses, had his head eat off daring th 
massacre, and his borly thrown out under the walls of the Castle, It ir said 
that the Dnises on first entering the Serai began to cut the Christians to picccs, 
Tut some of them retarked, “If we do this we shall spoil their clothes, let us 
Mteip them and then kill them” so, accordingly, after that, they stripped th 
tad shiughtered them in cold blood. 1 made inquiries about the gun which the 
imaner of the troops had with kim jn the Serai at Hasbeya, how often it 
Thad been fired, &c. "The Christians told me, it had been fired twenty-seven 
tines, but all the balls bad struck the houses of the Christian quarters this was 
certainly the cases. and on asking the Drives, they sai, “Wes i is tric, 
‘Osman Bey intended to fire upon us, but he did not elevate his gun enough, so 
that it destroyed the Christians instead of us.” Osman Bey had. the doors of 
the Serai opened and in rushed the Druses and commenced their slaughter. 

In the evening the Druses here again threatened my life, on which one of 
‘my escort had some words with them; two Druses theretipon fell upon him, and 
there would have been some bloodshed bad not some others interfered. 1 then 
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returned through some of the other bamed villages, where a few Chri 

ill struggling for their existence; coming, back to Rasheys, where I visited the 
Serai, in which a secon scene like that at Hasbeya presented itself, 1 again 
mounted and rode down ta Damascus, where I arrived early on the morsing of 
the 12th. 

‘The result of my journey and of my inguities was, that { ascertained the 
Christians to be in a state of great danger. No man dare go oat of the towns. 
Fach week several persons were maltreated and even killed. The Druses 
threaten to exterminate them altogether, should any attempt be made to remove 
them to Beyrout. 

This day U have had another Jong interview with Fuad Pasha, bave givea 
him an account of my journey, and proposed to him that immediate measures 
should be taken for the removal of the Christians about Hermon, 
‘mounting to full 2,600 souls, or for ensuring their safety if they are to remain 
there, In either case a considerable force will be required. At Rasheya T 
proposed. that he should at once send to the Chief Khazii-el-Ariin, who bad 
Eondnoted himself well, guarantee him full sccurity if he would come to 
Damascus, and at the same time take measures with his own party for, the 
protection of the Christians, thereby causing a division into two parties of the 

ruses of the town, which might enable the Pasha, by sending a certain number 
of troops, to protect the Christians against auy mischievous attempt on the part 
of the Chief, Mohammed Nasir, 

“This plan his Excellency adopted, and dispatched at once a messenger to 
the Sheikh Khazhi; he onlered also that 160 Algerines should start ax s000 as 

‘A battalion of regular troops is also on the way 

10 is very doubtful yet what may be the result of 

‘ay cause bloo lshed, hut it was & question, either of 
of the Druses, who. threatene 


troops may come unexpectedly 
their guts there; in which care there Is no further danger, as the C 

might all be gathered into the Serais, and the Drusex would 000 be dispersed 
by bringing the exnnon to bear on'theit houses, ‘The Pasha has 
promptitude in preparing these measures that we may well hope 

Khould the position be found untenable, the Christians will then be taken under 
wc atrong escort to the seacoast, whence they em escape to Rxgypt or Candin, 


fo many have done hitherto. 
(Signed) CYRIL C. GRAHAM. 
Downscus, August 13, 1860, 





No. 137. 


Commul-Generat Moore to Lord J. Rusell.—(Receiced September 4.) 
(No. 32.) 
My Lord, Beyrowl, August 16, 1800. 
WITH reference to that 


Tnrge military force 
nites and Deuses, 1 beg 

Hay revived from the Christlans of Bekia (Plain o 

hayrible act of cruolty to two Chriatian women, of which the D 

suilty; as well as translations of two reports, dated moxpectively the 13th and 
Fite instant, adiressed to me by Mr. Vice-Consul Abela, of Sidon, on the 
tatual state of the neighbourhood of that town In this district a Christian 
as murdered by Druses a few days ago under cirennistances of great atrocity, 
Inthe village of Arsoon. AIL this passes almost uuder the eyes of the Turki 
‘Ruthorities, who do nothing effectunl to put an end to it, I have duly brought 
dhe inets to the knowledge of Admiral Martin, who has addressed written 
Feprescntations relative thereto to Fuad: Pasha at Damascus, and to Mustapls 
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Pasha here. On my part, 1 am doing all I can in the interests of order and 

But little can be expected from anthoritics who, instead of 

uty, act in the spirit of the Military Commander in Sidon, who, 

‘Sreported by Mr. Abela in Inclosure No. 2, had the effrontery to request the 

Captain of the “Neptune” not to allow the officers of his skip to penetrate 

{nto the gantens, a couple of miles’ walk from Sidon, as he could not answer 

for their safety, thus placing the town of Sidon with its garrison of regulars, 

nd the Turkish man-of-war before it, at the mercy of a handful of Druse 
Faffians, who wonld disperse at a word spoken in earnest by him. 
T have, &. 

(Signed) N. MOORE, 


. ; August 16. 
Ieper ceri tPA haar 
patch wo Haba and at Rash lone O 
Well as the battalion mits of the Christi 
tatu in ere wae c received written orders to check the Druses, 


of those 


yelonure 1 in No, 137. 


The Christians of the Bekda (o Consul-General Moore. 


(Tranlation.) 
YOUR servants, the inh 4 peasantry of the Bekia and its 
fillages, beg to. submit 10. the, coremacncement of the elvil war 
tween the Christians and ‘the Drases in the Mountain, we your servants had 
Pelitioned Anshoor Effendi, Kaimakam of the Bokia, and applied for protection, 
Piped to remain in our homes without interfering in the alfairs of 
fountain and its disturbances, ax we are subjects of the Porte, ocenpled 
our own business, and had paid what was dae by ux to the Governmont, 
ient in overy respect to our authori wll a 
ontention. "The rerhy from the said Kalmakant to our petition was, that ho 
Jf subiived oar aplication to his Excellency the Mushir at Damascus, but 
Yad received no anmwer as yet. We renewed several tien the anne rest, 
$24 contiomed in that satne_pesitinn till the assassinations, plunder, and bura- 
commenced in some of our places. We were atill in our homes when 
Sitti Bey, Colovel of tho cavalry at Bialbck, came to MAaaks and sent foe 
Fel al] cl-Amad, the Druse Chief employed by the Government for the 
Priection of the Bekila. Sheik Ken) cate to dhe Met) a village in th 
nd hail an interview with the said Colonel Husni Bey, and the Ka 
of Effendi, which interview continued till sunset, th 
Selorent point. In the same night Sheik Kenj-el‘Amad went tothe village 
Sibxeriny where he me eight Chan 
ved of their camels, mules, and all the property they 
Lag ‘On seeing this act we quitted our homes, leaving behind our property, 
£51 ied to Maalaka, the residence of the Kaimakam, without bringing with 
TREY of our property, cattle, &e.. and stated to the Kaimakan, Colonel 
Hal Bey, and the military ofiers, all that had happened, ‘The Kaimakary 
Pounted immediately and went to the Bokla, where our villages are situated, 
Kul Basset through the district called Sharki-cl-Bokdia, and «0 to the village of 
gate verge ofthe Beka, and then returned, ’ Tho same night oll oor 
Tages in the Beka were burt and plundered, and such persons as had 
Taine in the villages, bath ol and young, including females ant inf 
jored. Girls were also violated—in short the horrors committed are 


Upreeedetea our churches were dosiiaked togetr with aur houses Or 
Aula wero ull driven off AMl thes atrocities. were comeailtel upon is 
hout ny cause om uur part to ental the displeasure of the Porte or the 
Against us. We were compelled to flee from Méalake after repeated 
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fruitless representations for the protection of our blood and families. We are 
up to this moment seattered in the mountains, naked and inugry, as we do wok 
possess the means of subsistence, enduring the bitterness of death, We find 
nobody to whom we can have recourse to but your illustrious Government, a5 
it is the source of mercy, pity, and benevolence towanls those who appeal {0 
it. Wo presented a petition to his Exeetlency the Mushir at Beyrout, contaiti= 
ing all we have. ventured to state above, buc without any answer beyond 
relwrring it to the Commission, who told’ us to goto our homes, But owe 
homes are desolate, there is neither produce or crops, or security for our blood, 
thoro; and morcover Sheik Kenj Awad, the Protector of the Bekis, still 
froqnents our villages, and he kills those whom he meets with; and. especially 
shit days ago, two of our women went to their village of Sfeita, and 

immediately seized and burnt alive; this, besides cutting do 

tions, and taking our silk and other crops. We have. thereto 

to subsist upon in our villages, although we have paid our engagements to the 
Government on the same. We throw onraelves at the feet of your Govern 
ment, and beseech it to consider our condition, for we aro in a forlorn tatty 
naked and fingry; death carries off numbers of ux daily in consequence of 
our destitution, We venture to repeat our xupplications for succonr, &c. 

(Signed by the Lahabitanta 6f eight villages of the Bal 
(Revived August \4, 1800.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 137 
Vice-Coneul Abela to Consul-General Moore, 


( Translation.) 
Sir, ‘Sidon, August 13, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you, that the day before yesterday the 
woman of the village of Azoor, whose ‘arm the Druses h m, and Hot ote 
off, ax Thad stated, came here. ‘The doctor of the 

ns 


Te) 
Another woman arrived ye says that Daher Osmatte 
the Agent of anid Bey Djomblat, has ordered that no Christian should be 
we for Sidon der pain of death to wi ever 
of the “ Noptn ed upon the 

measures to k the disorder but the latter told 
fact excapt within hin jurist that is, about 

‘idon. More than this, the Colonel of the Garrison Informed the 
Captain that security was atill wanting in the neighbourhood of Sidon, and 
that, therefore, ald not permit his officers to pene 
into the gardens in the region of the River Awali. 

"Thess Jast two days the Mahometans evince a more fanatical feeling that 
was the came (WO OF three Weeks ago: though we have at present two vessels 
Df wat: What woul dhey do ifthese vemels were to Teave tn Tkliny, Djexzidy 
Kharroob, Hasbeya, and Rasheya, the Druses continue to ent down the treet 
of the Christian 

a Deit.el-Kamar, where there is nothing but dead bodies and ruins, there 
isn company of troops, whilst in the Djezzin district, where ao many miserable 
Christians are to be found, there is not one soldier to protect them. 

renal carry off the eae aod ers of the Chrtians in Gibag 
the Christians do not cease making their complaints thoreof to the Nadie of 
the district, bat he is indifforent, and extends no protection to the Christians 

Yn conclusion, it is seen that the state of disorders against the Christian® 
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is unabated in the surrounding conntry, and that the Governors of the districts 
do nothing to restrain their course. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) "J. ABELA. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 137, 
Vice-Consul Abela to Convul-General Moore. 
(Translation. 
Sir, Sidon, August 14, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that to-day a Christian woman of 
the village of Mehtckra, who had Sed to Sidon for refuge, went with her 
daughter to the mill, on the River Awali, to grind some corn ; on their return, 
‘00 this side of the bridge, they were attacked by a Druse, who carried off the 
small quantity of four they had, and stripped them of their clothes, loading 
them with the most horrible curses. 

‘The Mussulmans of the Kharroob, who have plundered #o mach from 
Deir-cl-Kamur, Zahlé, and the neighbourhood of Sidon, have been for the last 
two days engaged in transporting their booty to deposit it in the Metwali 
Gatriets ‘The authorities here sot ‘only give no assistance aking and 
restoring to their Christian proptietors such plundered property as comes 
this way, but they do their best to. prevent such restitution, 

T have, &e, 
Gigned) "J. ADELA. 





No, 188. 


ConsuleGenerol Moore to Lord J, Russell —(Received September 4.) 
(No. 34,) 
My Lond, Beyront, August 16, 1860, 

R the honour to report the arrival, this morning, of General 
@'Hantpoul, with two battalions of French troop, partly in the steamer of 
the Messagerion Impérial tly in a Government transport, More 
transporte with troops are The force ix at this moment 

Dog to inclose extract of a 1 have just received fro 
Grabass, at Damascus. Your Lordship will perceive. thorefto 
Mr. Consal Brant’s reports, that Fund Pasha has ax yet confined himeolf to half 
Ioeaaure, which appear only explieable an the supposition of Mr. Graham 
% to the Pasha's policy, or of a feeling of weakness on the part of his 
Excellency. 

Ahmed Pasha, the ex-Soraakiee and Governor-General at Damascus, 
whoa return to Syria I have already tad the honour to report, hax boon sent 
‘90 to Damascus, together with the other minor military officers arrested, to 
lake their trial ther. TL isto be hoped that « proper til, and an adequate 
ontence, will not only be passed, but also locally carried ont, on the 
enlpable public officers. 1 gravely doubt, however, whether Fuad Pasha, allowing 
hist the ood will, will have tho power to carry into effect a sentence of 

cnt against the ex-Commanderin-chief, should svich a penalty 

Such an event wold shock every feeling of the Makometan 
Popalac diery to its very centro, and raise a storm of fanatical fury 
Which it might be dangerous to evoke, 

‘Another Austrian frigate, the ‘Radetska,” has arrived, as well ax 
another Datch one, to-day, bearing the Dutch Admiral’s fag. 

Thave, &e 
Gigned) |" N. MOORE. 
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Inclosure in No, 138. 
Mr. Graham (o Consul-General Moore. 


(Bixtract.) Damascus, August 14. 

NOTHING especially new to-day, but I may mention that the French and 
Russian Consuls, with both of whom {had a Tong conversation today, seem to 
be very much dissatistied with Fuad’s doings these last ten days; all the energy 
he showed in the beginning, they say, is gone, 

Teannot help feeling the same, and L have no doubt he is now waiting to 
woe how the discussions in Europe ond, He wil, if possible, regularly drive a 
bargain, and stipalate for the minimum number of executions which will xatiafy 
the vengeance of Europe, This, Lown, ix the light in which it appears to me 
ho views it, Ho. never will reestablish permanent order—never, We must 
have an intervention, or no guntantee for the future ean be obtained. 





No, 139, 


Major Proser to Lord J. Ruserll—(Rrceived September 4.) 
(No, 8.) 
My Lord, Damaseus, August 16, 1800, 

T ARRIVED at Damascus on the 11th instant, having passed Lebanon by 
the new carriage-rond from Beyrout, on which a French company have be 
employed during the last year. This road is now tolerably complete, almont ta 
the summit of Lebanon, with yome detached portions beyond, 0 that, with 
‘about three weeks’ work, it would he practicable for an army, as far the eastern 

‘of Bekia (Carle-Syrin), whence troops could move 
h or south, for great pla 
plain of Bokia, the smoke was still rising from Zab, 
fnd numerous vilages whieh bad been turved, while: partien of oaeme w 
seattered over the plaiv, carrying off, on camols, tho crops of Christians who 
hal fled oF been killed 

L entered Damascus early in the morning, when T at once called upon the 
Consul, and delivered the letter with which I had boon entrusted for him. 1 
wax struck hy the sullen, seawling axpect of the people, iu passing through the 
Ynanar, showing that they wore by no mess cowed, Although they may feel 
some nlarm at the arrests being made, Yesterday, waited upon his Exeel- 
fency Fund Pash, to-whiom T'was jntrodaced by Mr, Brant. He informed 
he had artested #00 porsons, of whom several werd above the common rank 5 
that they were undergoing’ trial, md tht he would exocuto the sevtence, 

vor it might be. said Twas glad to henr that mattors were proceeding 
to his Excolleney’s satisfaction, ‘that the eyes of all Europe were upon him, 
and that a teport of the due punishment of the miscreants of Damascus would 
bbe eagerly expected, Ho said that ho could not act more rapidly than he was 
now doing, nnd that it wae diffiewlt to get evidenee 1 mentioned that the 
oocasion Was ane which demanded summary proceedings; those of a militray 

ho delays of at ordinary law-court, Ho si 
he quite agreed, and tnd adopted such cours 
ovidence was admitted, even ax far ax that of «sing! 
Moslem. T replied m that Ie was th 

nt. Hie Exeellen 
1, do what 

he yet fe 
couitve b ow that course, even to 
Caceuting such a number as might be demanded, 1 replied no European 
Goverment could indieate auch @ Course, or taake such a requisition ; that his 
Excellency was the judge appointed by the Sultan, and all that European 
Governments could demand would be, that, as the erime had been so great, and 
shared by so many, the punishment shoold also he of so signal a nature as would 
not only satisfy In the meantime, but deter from like erin 
Coniinge He sald that he felt his personal ehameter to be at stake 
Gare, and that he woukt therefore confront all the diticulties of his poritio 
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but that he required support and advice, and requested that I would give him 
mine, I'said any service I could render was at his disposal, for, although T 
d no instructions whatever on the subject, I believed it to be the anxious 
desire of Her Majesty's Government to support him in the execution of the 
duty entrusted to him. His Excellency expressed his regret at the approaching 
atrival of a French force, and feared it would create much confusion in the 
country. I assured him that { did not chink the French expedition would be 
Permiited at present to mix itself up in the internal alfairs of ihe countey, 
‘in any ease, the surest mode to prevent any such intervention was (0 
‘eltle matters so thoroughly as to leave no excuse for such a movement. He 
‘aid he feared exeuses would nevertheless be found, 1 reminded his Execlle 
fn occupation would take place under a Convention, and. that. the Freich 
Government would be required to abide by its torms, He asked whother no 
English force would core; to which U re 
His Excellency's delay in commencing 
ready been condemned, his desire to. b 
his anxicty to have some definite indication of what would satisfy Europe, 
cause me to think, that be is rather desirous to ascertain with how few 
mdemuations Europe’ could be satisfied, than to secure and punish every 
Stimival, "This is perhaps not to be wondered. at, for it ism serious step far a 
m to pat so many co-religionista to death for having killed Christians, an 
ee in their eyes certainly not worthy of death. Up to the present moment, 
yh reports have begun to circulate in the eity that some Moslems are 
ly to bo exeented on account of the Inte massacres, they yet lelieve ft wil 
will be fined, seut to serve in the army, oF 


Perhaps pressure, will be required to induce 
emit of the present goition, Any draving 
his part, particularly if coupled with the non.arrival of 
the forcign exped er aapitinds tang bares malt Sieitroes eteee La 
Country. I xincorely trust, therefore, that he will act with all the vigour which he 
been generally believed to possess. 
Achmet, lato Pasha of Damascus, vont back from Constantinople m 
Properly, will arrive here to-day, and immediately bo brought to trial, T think 
Re {s little doubt that he will be condewned to death, so strong against him 
Appear the various charges of complicity in the recent mawacres, both is and 
UL of Damascus, 
Thave suggested to Fuad Pasha to seni from Beyrout a portion of the 
th i among the Drasce at 
4 the troops to be accompanied hy a wolle 
‘or native Christian, to give coutidence to the refugees, He 
‘acted at ance in this matter, aud dispatched an officer Inst evening Lo vee 
he monsar eared out, a 7 
‘This morning he sent two Mudirs, ot petty governors, ditect to Hasbeya 
Rashoya, to resume the functions went at those places, 
thom wich a Proclamation, by which th hiefs are held respo 
the safety of the marl Ti 
TOY bocesaary, wa w 
the Chan ‘and wire maizvating Thos 
ropores to move againat the Druver, 
fowlng them, if mecomary, to. the 


at T should retaro to Raga 
My arrieal in Syria, as already directed, or to be favoured with aay otber 
instructions that may be deemed necessary for my guidance, in the event of my 
Femaining in this country 
Lave, Bey 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER, 








































































































No, 140. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 

(Wo. 805.) : 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 4, 1860. 

TINCLOSE herewith to your Excellency copy of a report addressed to the 
‘Admiralty by the Admiral Commanding on the coast of Syria, stating that 
matters in that country are becoming worse instead of better, and detailing the 
steps which he had been obliged to take, in consequence of the misconduct of 
‘the Turkish authorities. : 

‘You will communicate the substance of this despatch to M. ‘Thouvene}. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 140. 
Viee-Admirat Martin to the Secretary to Admiralty. 


My Lord, Marlborough,” Heyrout, August 16, 1860. 
L REQUEST you will be pleased to {nform the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty dat, mal today, nothing had oceurred aince my letter of the St 
instant, to alter vory materially the apparent stato of this country; and yet the 
prevailing feeling during the interval hax been far less saliafuctory than 
1 wis 
‘2. ‘This proceeded from unrealized expectations of Fuad Pasha’s acti 
‘and revolution, and not from tive failure on his part, or from any fe 
outbreak among the Mahometans. There has certainly been a seen 
fof cnergy in his proceed robably oceasioned by embarrass 
‘consequent upon the expe fore that expecta 
en rat (0 a feeling indignation among the Mustem population, which, it 
runny it may be diffiealt to control : 
People have been looking for some heavy blow to fall upon the prine 
re in tho reecnt atrocities: and that act of justice and vigour hax 
n announced. They also point to the disarming of the population 
‘obviously necemary measure that has not yet taken place, 
J want of euorgy, oF power, the neglect ofa precaution #0 
nls 
porpetrated 
B revuimned some of that Insolence of 


co up the 
nny 

for cher In ment ts thot 
towns, to attompe the liber 
is by to mieane certain, 

6, Stil, however, until to-day all has been npparently. 
changed oday ehreumetanees of importance have taken pect. A. French 
telment hos arrived, and bv pow being’ landed, and Information of serious 
Ehiracter ns boon received te ea 
English traveller, so celebrated for the in these 
people, his just returned to Damascas from thos two towns. Me reports that 
the Christians, amonnting to 1,300 in each town, are in the utmost danger 
from the violence of th ble Druso enemies, by whom they are deta 
Handreds of the borties of thelr slaughtered relatives he saw lying where they 
Hit lle ad he aos that the women, andthe dee 
Milfonece of the massacre around them, were the subject of brutal josts among 
Ne Druses. 
ae New that these remnants of Christian common 
ties would be slaughtered if fe d that they would them- 
tives march tooppose the foreigners. For these unhappy Christians the utmast 

ety Is, of It, andthe best hope for them that thelr rece may 

he regiment sent by Fuad Pasha. 
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tayy.7 1 inclose copy af a letter received from Captain Campbell, of the 
epee now stationed at Sidon ; a eopy of a letter which, in consequence 
‘Captain Campbell's letter, T wrote to the Governor-General of the Pashalic 

Si copy ofa letter I addressed on the ame subject to his Excelleney Fuad 

at Damascax. 

8. My letter to the Governor-General at this plice was answered personally 
by the Pasha commanding the tronps, who canie without Joss of time to assure 
Me that the Governor of Sidon should be forthwith dined. 

am, &e. 
(Signed) WM. F. MARTIN, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 140, 
Captain Campbell to Vice-Admiral Martin. 


Sir, Neptune,” Sidon, August 13, 1860, 

Git HAVE the honour to inform you that the country in the vicinity of 
Sidon has not been 0 quiet during the last. fow days, and that Said Bey's 
Frum of guarantecing protection to such Chritians as wished to retury to 


ir country dwollings, as mentioned in my letter of the Gth instant, have 
to be worthless, 


Aboot four days n women left this town by wil of their 
Hieads (who thonght th tex would preserve them from ‘olestation) in 
Ohler to discover whether the trees on thelr property, at the villages of’ Room 
“Aasoor, about four hours distant, had been destroyed. by che Drasus, 
a On arriving there three Druses’ (whose nares are known) belonging to 
Village of Mayraat-el-Shoof, advanced towards them, and desired to bo 
whero their valuables were socroted, 


‘urged upon him, ax Governor of the town, the necessity of taking imme: 
eeva towards punishing euch an outrage 

he Governor sated that he could do nothing, as his jurisdiction only 

FRlended halt a wile outside the town, and that he could not act without weitten 


Vaid all 1 conld to combat this extraordinary statom asking. 

Him whether the Porte did not consider the Christians here as under ite pro- 
\ fo which he replied, * Yess” but that he could wot act. 

Vasked him in whow jurisdiction was the country halfa-mile beyond 


to which he replied, the Druses, I have sn and conversed with the 

Fier women, whom our surgeon attends; one of the women atated that, on 

‘day sho was il-treated, the Drusas took another woman from the village of 

edin-el-Soccosh, and because ah had no property to show them, they tied 

Wy Kicked her to death. The Druscs have 

e still extting down il olive troca they ean 

fil doi mage. Mr. Abela, thy 

“oni, is of opinion that Ue Mahometan poptlation here have become 

re fanaticully excited sisce hearing of the expected arrival of French troops, 

that, were it not for the presence of some ships of war, they would be still 

ree ieee FD rs tes orca ae 

or ratit#s the Druse Daher Othman (agent of Said Bey) has forbidden any 
to Mee to Sidon under penalty of death, 

Tn that disturbed district here is not a’ single Turkish soldior, but at 

wel-Kamar, which is now in ruins and depopulited, three companies of 


irkigh troops ate stationed. 
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‘Tho Commander of the French screw brig-of-war “< Sentinelle” informs 
me tht’ he and his ofieers, when on shore, often mect with insults from the 
Mahametans. 1 havo not, however, experienced any myself; perhaps from 
srahomine under the delusion that Englund will uphold them in all they da 
and which they say openly. 

Nuc ‘Majesty’s ship “Firefly,” Commander Mansell, communicated with 
me on Saturday, the It, at 7.30 #3 being en rote to Calla 

have, &e. 
(Signed) A. CAMPBELL. 


es 
Inclosure 9 in No. 140, 
Fice-Admiral Martin to Mustopha Pasha. 


Marlborough," Beyrout, August 14, 1800. 
1 is my duty to bring to your notice that « memorial has been pat inte 
ands from the Christa inhabitants of the Hekaa, near Zahlé, complaining 
natwithatanding the orders of the Pasha, conveyed to them, to go to they 
Rowen where no injury would be done to them, txo of their females who went 
Lo'that diatrict, eight days ago, were burnt alive,—one by the Druses and 
tener by the Mabomotans. ‘The inhabitants state that their present misery 
daily increasing, and beg that their unfortunate condition may be taken inte 
‘consideration, 

"The stato of the neighbourhood of Sidon will be conveyed to yout 
Bxcelleney in tho inclosed copy of ® despatch, just received from Capit 
Campbell of Her British Majesty's ship * Neptune,” in which details respect 
eee fanarchy there are given, anil the extraordinary fact is revealed taf 
{he ‘Governor of Sidon has no authority to aot for the provention of these 
Tavantition, ns the Government of that neighbourhood is still confided to the 

Uthe people who have been tho authors and perpetrators of 
os eornmnitted in this countey daring the last two months. 
sa will observe, in Captain Campbell's letter, that the Druse Chief af 


Djextin hax forbidden any of the Christians to flee to Sidon, under penalty 
doath 
T. would bog to know from your ou can take 
immediato steps for the prev’ ‘or whether it 
fx Lo be left to other to take wae sary 10 
otection of the lives and 


Inelosure 4 in No, 140. 
Viee-Admiral Martin fo Fuad Pasha, 


Sir, « Marlborough," Beyrout, August 4, 1880. 

I SIA the boponso inclose, for your Excelleney’s information, 1 
copy of a letter from the Captain of Her Britannic Majesty's ship “Ney taney 
tow stationed at Sidon, ebsites 

The letter represents facts and a condition of utter misrule which 3f@ 
jn tho highest degree disereditable to the local authorities, and ‘eminenllf 
1m ulated to destroy the repatation of the Goverament they serve. 

‘Phe information which the Captai ven, combined 

Miher statements of the same character, when n England andi 
Teun pe generally, wll be considered as an evidence that no Government esi 
Feugtvig’ and tHe conclusion mast be that a Government is very urge 
required. 

quired 4 entreat your Excellency to exhibit the power you have assured mf 
you pomess, by dealing with the Goternor as an officer who has done his 
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to screen the perpetrators of the most horrible and disgraceful outrages, to 
bring contempt upon the Sultan's Government, and, by his infamous 
misconduet, to defy yourself. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. F. MARTIN. 





No, 141 


: Lord J. Russell to Mr. Fane 

(No. 17.) 
Bir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1800. 

|AS the accounts which have lately been received from Syria are not 
altogether satisinctory, T have to instract you to take an opportunity of stating 
to Count Rechberg that, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, if the 
second division of 6,000 men should be required in that province, according to 
the Convention conchided at Paris, Great Britain and Brassia ‘eaight flrish 
3,000 men each, and that Her Majesty's Government are quite ready to agree 
U6 a proposal to that effect, or to make it, if thought desirable 

Tam, Se. 


(Signed) J. RUSSEL 





No, 142. 


Bafeet Effendi fo M. Musuruz-—{ Communicated te Lord J. Russell by M- Mururus, 
September 6.) 


29 Aout, 1860. 


DANS les dépiches svecessives que vous aves, adressées an Gouvernement 
Impérial pour lo. tonir au courant de Timpression produite en Angleterre par 
Ten événements de Syric, et Vinformer des tions dans lexquelles vous 
faves di entrer pour relever los gra Névalteraiont pour la 
tranquillité de l'Empire xi le projet d'une intervention railitaire, étrangére 

Ita dtre exéoutd, nour avions constalé avee reconnaimance que lo Cabinet 
Ye St. James, tout en admettant, on principe, Pintervention en question, Vavalt 
cepondant subordonnée ik 'acg at formel de la Sublime Portes 

Std, In Sublime entant les dangers dont cette mesure se 
trouve entourée, n'a pas manqué de = a et co mest que 
devant. les conscils des Représentants et In perspective qu'on bo de 
Yoir les troupes étrangéres débarquer sur notre territoire malgré Te rofus que 

Ja conclusion d'une Convention, que nour avons été 

deux maus Ie 0 

ye none avons donné ainsi notre adbésion, nous nous 
somme c Paissanees tovter nos apprd- 
hensions, ot la suffisanee des mesures que Gia prises. Ce que Fuad 
Pacha a fait A Di ‘pea de jours, prouve que nous étions en foree pour 
comprimer les désordres et pour punir les coupables. Thoureux début de notre 
Mintsire des Affaires Etrangéres nous fait espérer que le corps expéditionnaire 
ne trouve, A son arrivée cn Syric, qu'un pays parinitement pacifié et 
tranquille, 

(Dr, si le débarquement des tropes Frangaises s'opire sans qu'il nit justifi 
par aucune cause suifisante qui nécessite leur présence, i plus forte raison petit 
Tn admetire qa'elles ne pourront avoir aucun motif plausible pour s'avancer 
dans I'intérieur du pays. 

Nos efforts sont, A Vheure quil est, dirigés vers le but de circonserire 
Yoceupation 4 un point convenable du littoral, et d'obtenir qu’on ne le pousse 
yas dans Vintérieur, Bi ce p nme nous Ye désitons, non 
Tenlement la pacification de la Syrie nen serait que plus promptement et plus 
SSremont obtenue, mais il aurait encore Vavaniage de neutraliser Je dangereux 
fffet de Tintervention militaire dtrangére qu'il ne nous & pas 646 donné 
Mempicher. 


ee Eee 
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No. 143, 
Major Fraser to Lord J. Russell, (Received September 6.) 


Damascus, August 23, 1860. 
20th instant T had the honone briefly to report that the execu 
tion of the criminals cor A for participation in the massacre at Damascus 
had at length commenced, OF 167 persons condemued only 37 were 
found guilty of murder. ‘These wore hanged in the bazaary and public 
places of the city, at 10 o'clock in the night of the 19th instant, Amongst 
them eure four or five penions above the common class, leaders of ariel 
lovies, in the pay of Government, Hardly 40 of the whole number of 
erimfial belong to the ordinary population ofthe ety. 
‘On the afternoon of the 20th instant the remaining 110, who belonged to 


the irregular troops, und had been found plundering, with rive in Oseir 
nY parties of infuntry of the Tine, withont th ‘The 

and wore witnessedl by very fow 

hops of the city have been very gunorally closed, and yet 


hands, woro shot, 
executions took place” withont 
persons. ‘The a 

romuin #0. 

T have since waited upon Wie Excelleney Fuad Pastis, who then stated 
that sentence of death had been recorded against about 40 others, who bad 
ot yet been eaptured: that between 300 and 400 prisoners Were being sent 
to Constantinople, 10 of whom were condemned to hard labour for lite, the 
romainder to Imprltonment and exile; and that he would, besides, levy a 
comeription of vome 3,000 men for the army from among.'the youth of the 
city. Ho also mentloned that the tHal of Achmet, late: Pasha, and of other 

ary officers, was coneluded, ant that other ‘prisonera were before the 
Court, but that no wentence had yet been announced. I suggeated, that if not 
more ‘than 57 of thot executed had boon guilty of actual murder, the 
Intbronce would be that the great bulk of those engagyd in the masuere 
‘were yot ror, ax it was Tardly to’ be supposed that upwards of 8,000 persons 
Hind been pat 16 death, Hot fo xpeak of women outrged and carried olf, by 
57, or even by 100 individuals, and that it/was to be hoped the others 
woul not exenpe. 

He sold that there were others still to be tried, and that arroaty 

1d continné as informations could be-abtaines!, but that he found th 
gruntent difficulty in proeuving evidences that ho had been most anxiot 
ascertain whether any conspimey hid existed, ss had been ropeatedly nsserted, 
Wnt that hitherto hls efforts hait beowe fruidless, and’ that Achmet, tate Pas) 
utterly denied all Knowledge of any: ancl plot. ‘Chere seems no. doubt, 
However, in the minds of those Who were bent acquatnted with what was 
paming: in'tho elty previous to the outbrenk; that, if not a formal conspiracy 
At lenat general understanding in: favour of a "massaers existed anne the 
waders of publle opinion’ Inthe elty. ‘The Emir Abd-el-Kader, with whou 
Hw an intorview yestorday, amorts it, He states, moreover, thaty tn his own 
mind, tis divided “th ; of there, twenty weer 

ft ¢ ing four pirts, three and a halt 
rel stich na event, but dil Hot exci, and the remaining half portion alone 
were reilly opposed fo stich w proceeding that. when he weit to ie. Great 
Connell, while tho massaere was taking: place, amd spoke to them, le was 
obliged to leav for they went on sinoking their pipes and would 
nothing: 

Fund Pasha further mentioned having: arrested’ three persons of stution, 
the day befbre yeuterday, vit, the principal Sheikh of the reat Mfaayue, who 
had heen very ‘buay exciting’ tho people, named Abdullal-el-Hulobl; aloo, 
Mohammed Said Bey, the influential leader of a band of villanoue Koordish 

wulars; and Ghat Effendi, «principal member of the Great Council, and 
x man of vory fuvatical disposition, 1 may hore mention, that Fund’ Pasha’ 
Secretary; who called upow me this morning, states, that, from fear of the 
fittre consequences to any informer, the Pasha him not yet been able 
to obtain an accusation against Shelkh Abdullah, I’ know that 
morning of his arrest, a large body of women, belonging 10 
of the men exccated, marched in a body to his houses se 
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execrating against him, to the alarm of all the neighbonrhood, as the 
their hnsbands’ and relatives’ death, in having incited them to rise 
Christians. Yet the Goverment have not been able to proc 


Excellency mentioned, that some forty Christians, who lind been 
Mussulmans to save their ves been Peoneht a4 at is 
request, from a village; that they had been told they were free to return to 
hair own faith, which they declared to be their wish, and that they have 
returned to their village Christians, His Excellency haying stated that 
ror since the executions, T replica, that the terror was 
yy own knowledge, parties of men had come, in open 
rican Consul, and that only yesterday, and cursed 
suring him that he need sot think Fuad Pasha 
‘Tho sane fa alo been done 
to the Emir Abd-ol-Kador, and Europeans had been cursed and inmalted in 
aaah Ketaar He acomel eurprosd, and sald he shou wie to dacovr 
thest perwns, 1 said, believed the American Consul could give the names 
of some ted whether it would not be well to make it generally 
Know ‘would be treated ax m grave offence, ax tonding: to 
distur Ure public peace, He done at once. His Excellency 
had sid that the Damasce "Parks, 
fairy to strike torror into them to confirm the Ottoman rale, av wel 
account of 1 fully agreed in this, fooling, as Tilo, that itn 
rns more ovident than pow, that te Sultan rules in Syria only in. 
the fends and mutual distroxt of ite various wets apd races, und that the 
country has yet to be subjugated. I stated, that in respect of striking Corror, 
it seeaied {0 mie a dee ‘would. be ‘produced in the eity by devaining 
here, inthe meant, the peoners about to be sent to Constantinople, the 
publication of their sentence being delayed for a time, as it was very 
Pimimably tho ‘iisens should. think the tainor uhments had already 
commenced, His Hxcolleney wld he had not sufiient prin accommodation, 
thongh I should think this might easily have been arranged, 
enough to put down any demonstration, It might: be well that the oxecutlons 
should be more public, t ico at a fixed hour in the da 
it should bo pubiiely am for what crime the criminals 
Kent having, hitherto, been the practice Here to pans. Moen capital 
the murder of Christians. Hia Excellency raid that a paper was attached to 
the breast of each culprit, tating his erime, though, ax few natives ean read, 
even if they woukd approsch at allthis serves ithe purpose. He add, that 
ho had so little efficiont axsintance, every thing could not be so well arrary 
te teht be destreds Chat all the work ll up mn the fist 
tion of the charge, even to tho Binal details of execution, ‘This is, no doubt, 
too true, for the new Governor, Mohammer Pasha, to whom 1 referred in a pre 
Hoos Report, fs ns useleas hore as he proved at Smyrna j and, it ix sald, he will 
rave, on the plea of bad health. ‘The paucity of efficient instruments, 
vendors it exceed whether, even under a greatly 


seemed gratified that the foreign troop old themselves at his disposal, 
SMfher jase announced to him By the French General in command of the force 
WW arriving at Beyrout. His Excellency also expressed much re being 
a aett w Tong at Damascus, ns there was yet wuch to do. with the Druses, 
ceil the rainy ecason was not very distant, Ho did not think it would be 
necessary (0 call on the French troops 10 act in the interior. 
rece cre has been no recent disturbance anywhere in, the neighbourhood of 
Damascus, though an isolated murder of « Christian yet oceurs occasionally, Lt 
Preity, Christians cannot yet walk about without a guard or Moslem pro- 
tector, without being subject to insult, and none yet ventures beyond the 
Walle’ Still there is'a very general alarm, particularly since the arrest of the 
three persons of station mentioned above.” "The Koordish quarter, in parti 
cular fe almost totally deserted by the men, who fled immediately the first 
‘executions became known. The Emir aba when 1 asked aia 
a ope Fi had taken, replied, “Ten times the number 
pinion of the steps Fuad Pasha had taken, repl the uber 










































































executed yesterday niust die Defore an effect will be produced on the Damas- 
eenes, and if this be not done, the Sultan's rule will be powerless in Seria.” 

OF the movements of the Druses little is known here, except that the 

‘id Bey Jumblatt, has been in the plain of Bekia, within the last few 
lectins corn and’ money among his tenants and others, and seizing the 
wrty of all who cannot furnish these. ‘This property has been sent to the 
Southern end of Mount Hermon (Jebeles-Sheikh), apparently for transport to 
the Hanrin, whither it is now reported the Druses propose to retire quietly, 
amt wait til the storm has passed, Said Bey has been addressing repeated 
letters fo Fund Pasha, to Abd:el-Kader, and to Mr. Brant, the English Consul 
here, containiig no proposition, but that he has been’ doing hi 
prevent evil, his object evidently being to procure a reply that mi 
is what Tight he is regarded. Tn this, however, he has hitherto b 

Tels believed that the Christians in tho Druse districts will now be with 
drawn without opporition, as well as a native Bey (AM Bey, of 
having Teft some days ago for that purpose. 

‘Thore are still about 8,000 Christians here. Fund Pasha assures thelr 
autety, and has evacuated « Mussniman quarter for the, where 
being housed, Hin Excellency. Informe 

had been urging their instant departure, and seemed to 
think they had some ulterior object in view. Knowing che misory to which 
they must be expose in Beyrout, already so overcrowded, from which 1 hi 
just arrived, T could not but think #0 too. I'therofore ‘proposed that his 
Excellency should assure their safety, and provide quarters and food for them, 
1 has beet done ; and that Me. Beant and 1 should tey to pers 
stay. They have now generally wgreed to do wo, the French 
withenven his oppeaition, Tee hoped the Ruslan Consul will do the sam 
bat if not, us their presont quarters ure xood, T do not think he will be able to 
influends them, twas very desirable 20 stop a hasty 0 
prodicod'a panio, with lis accompanying evils, elsewhore. 

Having now been at Damascus nearly a forinight, and having heard many 
accounts of the conduct of individuals during the perlod of terror, I think ft 
will be gratifying to your Lordship (0 learn, notwithetanding whist has been 
tated in some French iclegrums, that all rated persons concur in stati 
that tho English Consnl was the only oficial who shoved himeelf, aud 

wunted, during the reign of universal (error, when ho repeatedly ventured, 
‘atthe eminent risk of his life, to pass theouglh thw streets to tho palace, where 
he entreated and tinged the Pasha to intorpose to prevent the wholorale 
destruction of life. Although tuauccemful in this respect, the selfisacrificing 
clforts be en made Have been deeply appreciated, and he was undoubtedly 
instramonial in saving many tives, Tam glad (o be able to state that 
appears in good health, sotwithstanding all his recent harassing anxieties ond 
exertion 

T have. thus entered {nto many details, which may, perhaps, appear 
trifling, and in somewhat informal manner ; but considering my coe 

ions (0. yor } to be of a confidential nature, I have thought it 


might be 
nbly trust that the 
with your Lordship’ disap pee 
T have, & 
(Signed) A. J, FRASER, 





No. 144. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell-—(Received Seplenber 6.) 
(No.7 
My Lord, 
1 HAVE 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) 





Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell(Received September 7.) 
(So, 3) 
My Lord, Therapia, August 24, 1860, 

I BEG to inform your Lordship that yesterday I had the honour of being 
Presented to the Sultan by his Execlleney Sir Henry Bulwer, 

His Majesty was pleased to give me a most gracious reception, and was 
enough t6 say, that he was glad to have an opportunity of socing me 
my departure for Syria, 

He thon expressed in a most energetic manner his horror 

faken place there, and concluded by assuring me of the sense he enterta 
Of the friendly feeling which had always been evinced towards him by Her 
Majesty Government, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANBOYE, 





No, 146, 
M, Mururus (0 Mr. Hammond.—(Reeeived September 4.) 


Mon cher M, Hammond, 6, Bryanston Square, te 8 Septembre, 1860. 
JE me fils un plaisir do vous envoyer le résumé ci-joint de quelques 
hes de won Rxcellece Fund Pacbs, contenant des détails qui, quoigais ne 

fas dune date bien récente, ne vous paraitrout peut-btre pas sans 
eae Vetre Bess 
Gigné) "0. MUSURUS, 


Inclosure in No. 148. 
Rénund of Despatches from Fuad Pasha, to the 23rd of August, 


‘Traduction du Ture.) 
DABORD, pon arréter dan coup Tes auteurs et complices des strocités 
Commises, Ia ville de Daroas a dté divisée en dix cercles, Dans chai 
de troupes Impériales a été stationné, et une Commission 
SEG IG Neg eng a epee 
eur de N'armée, Kalin, ua corde aire a été 6tabli tout autour de Ia 
i de maniére que toux les habitants #€ sont trouvés ainsi subitement placda 
fous le main rédoutable de In force armée, Puis, on a procédé, dans chacui 
6% cercles, & Varrestation dex coupables et dos perquisitions pour recouvret les 


nu; 
vi 


my glen Crest en consdquence de ces rexare que un sul ur tsa 


REP frie. 128 coupables ont été arrétée; qu'une purtie des effets pillé, pouvont 
ler & 6,000 om 7,000 charges de cheval, a é1é recouvrée, et que, de plas, 

RUE les effets qui avaient été jetés dans la fue pendant In nuit, une quantite 

Comwidérable en a été restituée aux Commission 

Heap Lt tutes des meurires et da pillage ont été reavoyés par devant la Cour 

Extraordinaire de Justice pour aubir Vinterrogatoire nécessaire, et 

Floondamnds 4 des peinex propartion 

“eux des individus 

Ment ‘une 

jndéfini. 


© euvoyée 
wealagement 
6% malheurenx évéoements 
Quant aux malades et aux Wlessés, ile ont été placds dans TEeole Militaire 
Vertio en hépital, et oi ils sont soignés et assistes de toute makiere. 
Toutes les mesures susmeationnées ont regu leur compléte exécution en 
46 jours; et, nu far et 4 mesure que les différentes pubitions pronc 














ar In Cour Extmordinaire seront infligées, le résultat en sera communiqué & Is 
Sublime Porte. 

Trordve ct In tranquillité la plus parfuite rignent A Alep, a Jérusslem, et 
dans le reate de In Syrie. 








No, 147. 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell. —(Received. September 10.) 
(Wo. 384.) 
My Lord, Berlin, September 8, 1860, 
despatch No, 163 of the 2nd 
of State for Foreiga Aftiry 


ial eormunteaton 
T returned to-day to M de Gruner when he said that he had examined the 
instructions to Count Goltz, which had already eft Berlin a week ago for Cone 
Stantinopley and that with a ausxious desire to meet the wishes of Her Majesty 
Government he did not see how it wus now possible to alter the additional 
raph which bad been already inserted in the instructior 
Pee kmnar appears equally desirous with Her Majesty's Goveroment 10 
e ty both amongst. the Itoprerentatives at Constantinople and the 
I orn aad S dexpateh ll be forwarded to Count Bernstoc 
n answer to the communication which I have made to the Pru 


T have, &e. 
(Bigned)” BLOOMFIELD. 





No, 148, 


Lord J, Ruseelt Consul Brant. 
(Wo. 5) 
Sir, voreign Office, September 10, 1800. 

1 HAVE received your despatches to No. 13 of the 13th ultimo inclusives 
and T have to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government entirely approv® 

judicious conduct purned by you during the Inte disastrous events whieh 
have taken place in Syria, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





(Wo. 8) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1860. 
MR. CYRIL GRAHAM appears from his report, of which a copy i 
inclosed in your despatch No. 1 of the 13th ultimo, to hare behaved wi 
eat cOUrAge, sense, and humanity on the oveasion of his late vist to Hasbey 
Br asheyn, and { have to instract you to convey to that gentleman the 
Thanks of Her Majesty's Government for his exertions om behalf of the distresse 
Christians in that district, 
Tam, &e. 
Bigned) "J. RUSSELL. 
ee 


No. 160. 
‘Mr. Hammond to Major Fraser. 


8ir, Foreign Office, September 10, 1880. 

T AM directed by Lord John Russell to acquaint you that his Tordship 
Approves of your proceedings as reported in your despatch No. 3 of the 
13th ultimo. 

Tam further to state to you that Lord John Russell would wish you to 
remain in Syria until the 10th of October. * 

T have, &. 
E, HAMMOND. 





Mr. Hammond ¢o Major Fraser. 


Sir, Forcign Office, September 12, 1860, 

1 AM directed by Lond Jokn Russell to acquaint you that his Lordabip 
Approves of your proceedings as reported in your despatch No. 5 of the 
24nd ultimo. 

Thave, & 
igned) E, HAMMOND. 





Lord J. Russell to M. Mururvs, 


M, PAmbassadeur, Foreign Office, September 12, 1860. 
1 HAVE daly received the communication which your Excellency mado to 
me on the Gth instant of m despatch from Safvot Eile 
August, reapeeting the limits to bo prescribed to the employs 
troope in Syria, and T have the honour to slate to your ¥ 
reference to the observations contained in that despateh, that w 
officers who were consenting parties to the massacres perpetrated in Syria have 
been tried and punished, T shall be prepared to discuss the question as, to the 
manner ia which the foreign troops sent to that country shall be employed. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No, 138. 


3 Consul Brant to Lord J. Russell—(Received September 13) 
(No. 14.) 


My Lond, Damascus, August 24, 1800, 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordehip's 
». 1, desiring me to expres, in suitable tet 
Highness the Emir Seyed Abd-cl-Kader for his 
‘ertions in saving the lives of Christians on the occasion of the massacre 
of Damascus 


T baye pecaliar satisfaction in performing this duty, and I trust your 
Lordship will approve the terms of the recognition of his meritorious service 
by Her Majesty's Government, as expressed in my letter to his Highness of 
this day's date, copy of which I have the honour to inclose. 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) "JAS. BRANT. 


2N 














Inclosite in No. 163, 
Consul Brant to the Emir Abd-el-Kader. 


» his Highness the Emir Seyed Abd 
HAVE been charged by the Government of Hor Britannic Majesty to 
oxpres to your Highness the high sonse they entertain of the services 
rendered to the cause of humanity by your Highness in saving the lives of #0 
y Christians, who must otherwise have perished by the hands of their eruch 
‘enomies in the Jate massacre at Damascus. 

In your Highness's conduct, Her Majesty's Government acknowledge the 
difforonce between the high-minded Mohammedan Prince and the cowardly 
bigot who unfortunately controlled the fate of so many defenceless victims of 

naticis, 

T consider it a high honour to hare been made the channel of comma- 
nicating the sentiments of Her Majesty's Government on such an occasion, 

tertaining, wa T do, deop feelings of admiration at having witnessed your 
Highness exertions in favour of +0 many persecuted people 
T have, & 
(Signed) 
Damatous, Auguit 24, 1860, 





No. 164. 


inaul Brant to Lard Jr Russellem(Received September 13.) 
(No. 18.) 
My Lord, Dawareun, August 25, 1800. 

1 HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Lontship copies of dospatches 
which I have lately adideemed to his Exeelloney Sir H. L. Bulwer, 

Up to this tine no sentence hins been passed on the ex-Mushir Ahmet Agha, 
nor on the other officers of the garrison now on their trial by the Military 
Court 

Fund Pasha maintains great secreoy aa to his intentions, and untit hie 
plans are carried {nto effect they remain unknown 5 meantinwe romour is active, 
and reports of all: kind zome turn out good guesses, but most 
of them are improbable oF totally withoot foundation, 1 think it beat to 
bntain from relating what lt not authentic, or what I conshiee doubsful. | No 
more executions havo taker place 

"Tho Chriatians still fn tho Castle, estimated at about 8,000, are about to 
be Jodged. in Mohainmedan houses in threo of the quarters of the town which 
are to be entirely given np to them, and protected by a guard. ‘The Local 

overnment will not, therefore, in future furnish animale to convey them 
to tho. const 

disturbed, but the fears of the 

hardly daro resolve on 

n thelr courage, but it will take a 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘JAS, BRAN’ 


Tnclosure | in No. 164, 
Connut Bront to Sir H. Iubeer. 


” | HAVE the honour to inform: your Excellency tint the « 

arrived Jost tight under the-muue of Ahmet Agha, and. was immediately 
Brough before Common tobe examin: the examination vas renewed 
plat argent poy ed afore pap 
tile to ncertain whether the outbreak was a plot concocted long: beftrebeasy 
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Or whether it was only suppresed fanatical feeling which burst out throguh 
the occurrence of purely accidental circumstances. 

Daas Agha, 3 partisan Chief, who was given the rank of Ubashoe in the 
Annich Irregular Horse ir, was arrested in tho city two days 


"The Mushir, with a strong body of troops, went but to Jeroud, whore his 
Gilly tas lone possessed large estates and. great influenge. A good deal of 
Blunder was found it his house, whick was bronght into Damascus, His resi 
dence was burned with ton others of is persons who had been laying 

ghbouring villages tinder contribution and vexing the Christians 

Yeiterday four Muswalmans from the Mauran were exeeited. ‘They 
sometime indered thirteen persons who wont to reap the harvests at 

mamein and Kanakle 
spate that Fuad Pass will nmediatly commence executing some 
inals coiidemned, and I have no doubt his doing a0 will trike ter 
nto the population. youiliane will not yet beliove that aay executions 
an result from the munler of infidels; whon that is made clear to their mind, 
me and conduct, and ql 
Present withhold, 
T havo, &e, 
i)" JAS BRANT, 


Tnclouure 2 in No. 
Comeul Brant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, Augurt 10, 1860, 

THAD the honour to receive your Excellency's dogpatches Nos. 6 and 7, 
$B aL hesame tie 9 communication frou Mr. Consal-General Moore, inquiring 
What proportion of tho xum placed at his dispasal should be appropriated. to 
the suffers of Datnascan. - Sh 

With respect to my immediate wants, oceasioned by the crowd of refugees 
Linder my: root, 1 ventured to draw on Her Majesty's Government 2501, and 
Bt this momont only a few remaln, Tam not in want of flnds. 

Therw are a great many rofugros in the Castle, who have been hithorts 
Mapped with food and clothing, partly by che local authorities and paruy 
the French Consulate, with somo aid on a lower «colo by the Russian, i 
Bambers now diminivhed from between 14,000 and 15,000 tw between 
£,000 and 10,000, and these will probably be sent off in two op threo divisi 
fn the coors of cight or ten days. ‘The French and Ruaian Consuls are 
Urging them to depart, with what viow I do not understand, for thoie poxition 
On arriving at Boyrout is likely: to be worse than it is here. Fund” Pasha 
Provides olf an oke (12tbe.) of bread daily, and 80 paras in money (2}d). to 
eh grown-up individual, The Consuls ailege that hic Exeellency’s ordors 
Sith regard to thors supplies are not punctually obeyed, and that the people 
Salfer from this irregularity, Fund Pasha offered to remove the Christians in 
the C sthich thoy declined, gureflrring to leave the city 

Ghomrelvex some days ninco were disposed to remain, hearing from 
Ohad left of the sudficriogs endured both on the road and at Beyrout 
iL the persistence of the Consuls in presi parture has alte 
Views, us they think there must be a strong motive for the advice, a0 that at 
Present none of the reftignew acon dieponed to retuain bebind. If they 
4% their present determination, a little money to provide theut food for 
Journey might be still applied, or if any will remain, somo additional allow 
ould be furnished t the Local Govern 
late consulted with the Misiooariex on this matter, who would lend me their 
Msintance (0 carry out the distribution of the bounty, and Thave alao consulted 
jor Frasce and Mr. Cyzil Grahatn, atl 1 wait 40’ see whether any refugees 
“Abe induced to accept the Pasha'e offer of houses 
Thave, &e. 
Gigued) "JAS. BRANT. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 154. 
Consul Heant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damarcus, August 20, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that I have just learned 
by a communication from his Excellency Fuad Pasha, that 57 criminals have 
‘been hanged this morning in different parts of the city, and 110, partly 
belonging to the Bashi-Bozouk horsemen, and partly to the’ Irregular Cavalry, 
called Aunieh, were shot at the Genk Meidan, just outnide the town. 

‘The trial of persons arrested is continuing, and his Excellency promised 
to furnish me with a list of all those who are or may be condemned, as well a 
with the names of those who have escaped for the present, but who have been 
condemned by cootumaey. 

‘The ex-Seraskior, Aimet Agha, has been tried, hut his sentence is not 
et pulsed.“ Onman Dey, the Commander of the troops at Haabey, is under 
‘ial, 

‘The people of the town aro stricken with terror; they evidently never 
contemplated what bas happened, and are trembling at what may still be 
impending, 

ee Thave, &. 
igned) "JAS. BRANT. 


Inclowure 4 in No, 164, 
Consul Brant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Air, Damareur, August 22, 1860. 

L HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency, that yesterday 1 was 
invite by Fund Pusha to pay his Bxcellney a vs as he bappencd to be at 
Toiaure, Major Fraser accompanied me, and the French Consu} joined us soot 
after. The conversation naturally turned on the events of the preceding day. 
His Excellency informed me, that about forty criminals had been condemned 
hy contumacy, He announced to us also, the arrest of Sheikh Abdallah 
Halebee, the Chief of the Ule mamareus, considered by th 
fn tho light of a saint, but in reality « mischievous fanatic and intriguers 
although he seeks his’ pecaniary interest by fraud and chicane 
oxercinos immense Influence over the people, Hix arrest produced 
sewsation, Another inMuential perso, Mufti Ghuzee Efendi, was il 
takon, ho was a member of the Ulems, as well as of the Great Medji 
extremely fanatical, and by bis age, standing, and position, ponsessed influemeey 
which he ehiefly uxéd to guin money, 

Mobammed Sard Bey was also arrested ; he is the son of Shamdeen Agbi 
the chief Koord in the place, a man of about 90 years of age, ond very rich, 
Mohammed Said was made a Mirallai by Ahmed Pasba, to the great 4 
the regular army. He had the command of 600 horsemen of the Aunieb 
Irregulars: I do not know exactly of what he may be accused, but ax a 
ho enjoyed a tid reputation, About 300 persons condemned to the Bagnio for 

leave this evening for Reyrout on theif way to Constantinople 

p= 3,000, will be went to the capital, to be entolle 

ms will take place 
‘going ot, as well as artest 

“About 200 Christian 

called Kanawat, one of t 
Christians are lant to leave ity 
the 


‘that confixcation was no longer legal, but it was observed that such a case a8 
the present was exceptional, and it would be a perversion of justice to allow the 


ut 


families of criminals to be enriched by it lic 

by their plunder. His Excellency did not 

Seem to have well considered the it wi is " 
toate ie case, but it will be advisable to renew the 
recs evening your Exccllency's confidential despatch 
sfdnest + a3 well as a circular of Augest, inlosiag the cireular of 6th August 
Majesty's Consuls in Europe. I after attentively considering these 
‘communi apeeplt Ae) future time; meanwhile, I cannot refrain from 
may ectinct, ly L appreciate your Exeellency’s indulgent approbation 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) JAS. BRANT. 





No. 165. 


Conant Brant to Lord J. 3 Seplember 
(8.10) to Lordt J, Russell. (Received September 13.) 
My Lond, Damaseus, August 25, 1800. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a memorandam 
Bak me by order of his Exccllency: Fuad Pasha, giving, up to the 22nd 
Aik the numbers of the persons on whom paniihovent us boc inficted 
heir participation in the massacre and plundering of the Christians of 
us 
T should hope that Fuad Pasha does not yet think of concluding hi 
Pond Pad wot yet thi neludingg his 
aT , as many individuals known to have been implicated in the masaere 
Pee aidering are all at liberty, and have not even boca. aestioned, and 
Excellency scoms to have relaxed in his energy, and apparently 
Otwitler that wnfficlent hos been don i ae 
For my own part, I fear that the people have not beon suffiolently intial 
by the examplos made, and that they might again repeat aimilar scenes 
fhore pitiless ervelty ani! malignty uiler a weak Governor. 
cannot perceive what sufficient guarantee can bo given for a vigorous 
ministration, if future Governors of the Province are to be chosen fram the 
6f Pashas, all the members of which seem so totally inefficiont, 
Thave, 8. 
Signed)” JAS, BRANT, 


Inclosure | in No. 158, 
Danisch (0 Fuad Pasha, 


Mute Consul, Damas, le 23 AGut, 1860, 
de SAL Vhonneur de vous transmotire, ci- une note relatant le nombre 
A peePennes condamnées a la peine capitale, aux travaux foroés A perpétuité, 
'exil, on aux travaux foreés pour un tems déterming, suivant leurs de 
ag dans les déplorables affaires dont Damas a été derniérement le 
Comme le Tribunal Extraordinaire istitn6 dafice 2 
r ian 01 par som Excellence Fund 
Pacha ¥ocenpe avec actiité de Minterrogatairo dex prianicrs qu'on 1 Tu 
examiner, la liste défnitive et détaillée des personnes jugees et 4 j 


ser tenra communiqué offiillewent, aust que ce ‘Tribunal aura terminé 


___ Agréet, &e. 
(Signé) —- DALAGGIO DANISCH, 
Secrétaire de son Excellence Fuad Pacha. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 155. 


Liat. 


Personnes condamnées & mort, commenyant assassiné directement 
‘dea Chirétions, et qui ont &té penducs zi 
1a. condamnées A mort pour avoir pris part 4 I'émeute, armes 
Ta main, ot qu leur qualité de ‘soldats anxiliaires, zaptiés et 
a 


bachi-boaouks, ont &é fails. ge ee 
1a, condamnées au bagne & perpétuité comme ayant pris part i 
Vémeute, les armes A la main, et qui ont été envoyées & Com 
stantinople «. af te de * 
Ta condamnées i Vexil, comme ayant pris part au pillage, sans 
armes 5 re, ag oy fe 
1d. condamnées aux travaux foreés pour un tems déterming et 
retennes & Damas pour étre employées aux travaux des routes 
1d, condamnées A mort par contumace et qui seront exécutérs an 
fir ct A mesure qu’elles tomberont entre les mains de la 
justice. zt as ay “ 


Total =. es = 5 
ta ee 
No. 156. 

ConsuleGeneral Moore to Lord J. Ruseell.—(Received September 13.) 

(No. 37.) 

My Lord, Beyrout, August 31, 1860. 
LTIAVE the honour to inclose copy of my despatch of the 29th ina 

to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, reporting occurrences of publi¢ 

Interest sinco my last despatches to your Lords! 


Ihave, &. 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 


Inclonuee in No. 106, 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Beyrout, August 29, 1800. 

ITIAVE the honour to report that General d‘Hantpoul, Commander 
chiof of the French expedition, wishing, it is understood, to have an inter 
with Fuad Pasha, i to start to-day of to-morrow for Damascus, with « Turkish 
military esoort, placed at his disposal hy the latter. 

‘The transport “Ganges,” conveying the 800 troops 
wanting to bring up the forve’ to its stipalated numerical strength 
hot yot arrived, and anxioty is felt at the cause of the delay. 

Mr. Viee-Cousul Abela reports that upwards of 1,000 Christians of 
Hasbeys, Rasboy, sod the exromding vilage, have safely reachod Sidon 
under escort, 

The Druse position is not changed since my last report, beyond te 
reported departore of considerable numbers of Drases from the Shoot 
‘Arkoob for the Hauran, 

Tolated acts of aggression on their part against Christians and thell 
property continue 
Hore io informed that a memorial to me from the Druse Chicfs isin pe 
tion, appealing to Her Majesty's Government for protection against 
treatment or persecution, and throwing themselves entirely upon their ji 
‘and cousideration, 

‘Phere are indications of a French movement, having for object the estab 
lishment of sole Christian rule in the Lebanon, the ruler to be a Shchab, and 
Emir Mejid or Emit Kuis, the person to be chosen for the office. T beg to 
‘your Excellency to my despatch of the Sst of May last, for a notice of 
first-named Emir. 


‘i 


us 


I will watch carefully over the further development of this movement, and 
Keep your Excellency informed of its progress and details, 

Aboat 280 Damascenes, condemned! by Fuad Pasha to the galleys, some for 
life and others for a term of years, arrived at Beyrout a few days ago on their 
Nay to Constantinople. They were embarked on board the “ Shaiié,” ‘Turkish 
serew line-of-battle-ship, They passed under the Consulate, handcuffed and 
guarded by military. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE. 





No. 197, 
Conrul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell. (Received September 13.) 


(No, 38.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, August 81, 1860, 

HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a despatch I have received from 
Mr. Vico-Consul Rogers, of Caiffa, transmitting the copy of s placard, in 
Arabic, that was posted over the door of the Greck Church at Acre, of which 
the inclosed is a translation. 

"Dhis scurrilous production, though unimportant in itself, is of value ax 
fndjeative of the state of Mahommedan feeling. 

T have brought the matter to the knowledge of Ahmet Pasha, who promises 
fo direct an inquiry into it, ‘The Authorities at Acre declined to take any 
Rotice of the alfsir when laid before them by the Greek Bishop of Uhe town, 
telling him to produce the authors, 

ith reference to my despatch of the 29th instant to Her Majesty's Ambas- 

‘at the Porte (inclosure in No. 87 to your Lordship), I beg to report that 

fal d'Hautpou! has since changed his mind about proceeding to Danmaacus in 
Porvon, and sent Staff;Colonel D’Onmond in his stead, and that the “Ganges 


them, 
From Damascus there is nothing now since Mr. Consul Brant's last reports 
to your Lordship. 
T have, &e. 
(Bigned) N. MOORE. 
————— 
Anclowure 1 in No, 187. 
Vice-Conrul Rogers to Consul-General Moore, 


Coiffo, Auguat 29, 1860, 


Lhave, &¢, 
(Signed) HT, ROGERS, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 197: 


Plocard. 


(Translation.) 
(Pieture of a sword and a red dab, to represent Christian blood.) 
‘The Mussulmans are a sword against the Cross.” 
(Picture of a man defiling the Cross.) 


“FROM the Mahometan race to that of infidelity, heatheniem (or plurality 
af gods), error and perversion, those who went astray and have been inflated 
on earth in disregard of truth. Ye have behaved with haughtiness, and sown 
corruption on earth after its reformation. Ye met with aid Irom the Govern- 
ul did deeds which are unprecedented. By God, and again by God, 
you are only like dogs. To murder you is easy. Now that the blow of death 
and torture has fallen on you, and that you hare met with ignominy after 
exaltation, you have become like the leprous dogs. The curse of God be on 
you and those like you, and upon your Cross, for your faith is vain: and the 
Thith of Mahomet, whom may God exalt and glorify, is trath. Ye shall sce the 
h as it is in truth, You have strengthened your back by the French, and 
became again vain, By God, the French cannot resist our warfare, for our 
swords aro sharp, and our spears piercing; our horser awift, and our warriors 
Hons; our gunpowder roasts the ribs, our xpears shed tears; our attacks 
depriving of rost, Yo shall see our deeds and attacks during thie year, and 
you will share the fate of Damascus, beeause we fear nobody, and make 
‘account of tone. Tt is become lawful to dispose of your blood, treasure and 
honour, for ye havo excoeded bounds; and those who exceed hounds mast have 
All that has occurred is your own fault, for God Almighty said in his 

book, innds, and God does not 


ds) once, twice, 
you bare became bolder; this boldness conduce 
your destruction, aiid beeause your blood ix boiling. You pretend that J 
‘peace on hitn, is your prophet ; forbid it, Hs 
you. Yo are thé people of fie, and shall 
what yo have done, May G give you no succes! 
‘Thowe who trespass against you, treypass yé against them in return.” 


Inclosure 8 in No. 157, 


Report. 
Beyrout, August 23, 1800. 
AT a Meeting of the Anglo-American Roliof Committee, the following 
Statement and Report were adopted, and ordered to be printed for circulation 
in England and America 
NIVEN MOORE, #1, B. M. Coneul-General, Prevident 


‘The Anglo-Amerlean Relief Committee deom it due to the British § 
Rolief Fund Committee, and. to other Committees ani individuals who 
have contributed oF propose to contribute aid to the Syrian. sulferers {row the 
prevent war, to Keep thet correctly informed as to ite operations, and also ax 
{othe urgency of the distress that calle for relief’ lt is to secure these 
important objects that the following statements are made. 

Our Committee originated in a stern and terrible necessity, Many 
thousands of plundered helpless tefluzees fled suddenly into oar eit} from the 
motuntains, socking protection from the devouring sword, and callie for food 
tnd shelter, ‘Tho emergency was « pressing, unexpected, and overwhelming, 
that our first eircular was sent off even betoce the organization of the Committee 
could be completed, and before the full extent of the calamity was known. A 
second issyo of the circular, however, was put-forth as soon after the fret as 
possible, showing not only the full organization of tho Committee, but also the 
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immense addition to the amount of distress and suffering in consequence of the 
massacre at Damascus ‘The subjoined report of onr Sub-Committee will 
show that the work of distributing food, clothing, and medicine to the suferers 
1s now carried forward on a scale, small at the beginning, but which has rapfdly 
‘expanded into dimensions quite beyond oar ability, and revealing, in its daily 
Progress, a mass of destitution and misery which is truly appaling. 

‘The basis of our organization is whdlly unscetarian, and broad enough in 
{tx spirit and design to embrace all classes of sufferers from this war. Christians 
aly are mentioned in our circular, and that simply because they are the only 
Applicants for aid. Not a Druss, Mohammedan, or Jew has applied for 
Aikistance. ‘The Druses remain manters of their half of the mountains, and 
from the enormous plunder of the Christians are richer than before the 
Sutheeak. ‘The same is (ruc of the Moslems who have taken part in tho war. 
While the Jews have nowhere been either plundered or molested, except the 
HEY eoall community of Deir-l-Kamar. Of the 7,000 who now roccive 
daily aid from your charity, » very large majority are Maronites the next 
Moet nnmerous class are Greck Catholics, a considerable number are of the 
Grook Chureh, while only about 100 are’ Protestants, Should the changing 
fortunes of war reduce Druses, Moslems, Jows, or any other clus of our 
Population to the same destitution, we should be ready to extend to them the 
ame kind of aid that we now give to the Christians, 

We would earnestly cuani our patrons against die impression that the 
Recossity for these charitable contributions will soon cease by the restoration of 
Peace, and the re-establishment of Government in thix country. On. the 

the number of the destitute ix daily multiplying on our hands, and 
ing Is becoming more and more stringent. Those who had a fow 
Plasters on their persons when they fled from their burning habitations have 
Spent thom ; the 20,000 who eseaped into the small district of Kesrawan have 
hanated the resources of their brethren there, and are now drifting byck upon 
us by thousands, secking shelter and crying far bread, while long caravans from 
wmiagcus block wp our streets with tho despairing remnants of her Christian 
population, Many are sick ; the children aro dying off with alarming rapidit 
in oar hot climate ; epidemics are spreading amongst the halffed, balf-clothed, 
halfatheltored multitudes ; and unless better food, clothing, and’ medical enre 
xe provided, tho vietims of diacawe will ore long outnumber those of the sword. 
allovinte this accumulating nifsory we distribute bread daily to more than 
7,000 poor; we have procured houses and tents ax far as possible for shelter ; 
We have voted to purchase and diatributo with the cooperation of a Ladies! 
Auxiliary Committee, 3,000 garmeuta: we have commenced a hospital for th 
ick; and opened a soup:kitchea chiefly, though not exclusively, for their 
benefit, and for mothors who nurse, hoping to save some of the children by 
ving'to the mothors moro nourishing, food than were dry bread, 

Te must be obvious that these various operations, expanded by urgent 
hecemity 10 meet the wants of thovsancls, must require «large and stendy 

Nor is there any reason to hope that the onlls for relief will ny 

before October, anid indeed we fear that the most pinching. an 

Poverty will be felt daring the latter part of autumn, ’ 

Months of winter. Lot not, therefore, the benevolent fa England and Amerien 

Tolax their efforts to mive from xtarvation these remnants of Christian popula- 

i, rescuer from the sword of Dus fervclty and Mohammedan fanaticlsto, 

Ye ill oo fant under the perplesig and laborious work of diuibution, but 

© caunot give more than ie recived, and when your donatiot 

Altribution m 

atice the labours of others in this 

intributed food and 

1 fow native Christians, and even some 

caus fed, sheltered, 

corment has done the sanie-to thowsnds, 

trom Rasheiya, Hasbeiya, Deir-cl-Kamar, and Damasona. Prom Greece 

find other parts of Europe Hiboral aid has been sont, Bread hax been regularly 

And lerzely distributed by tho French C by the Lazarist 

ed that activity, 

heres, and devotion to the claims of the suffering, for which they ares justly 

distinguished. But i¢ must be remembered that, of Wiese source of sappy 
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some have already tiled, others are uctuating and uncertain, and all eogether, 
working up to their utmost eapacity, still leave an immense surplus of 
tion, and distress, over which we can only drop the tear of sincere but unavailing 
sympathy, 

‘Summary view of the operations of the Sub-Committee. 


Number of persons assisted daily trom 15th to 2ist July. 
2ist to 25th July. 
25th July to Ist Angust 
Int (0 Oth August 
6th to Sth August <> 
8th to Mth August .. 
Lith to 17th August. - 
Vth to 22nd August. 


‘Total cost up to this dato for food, clothing, bedding, shelter, and 
WRN er aos wal hal Soke on Ned «¢:P:O0.88E 

Grants have alto been made to the Sisters of Charity to aid them in 
sir distribution amounting to... +. wees we Pe 4,700 


About £543 10s, or P.65,282 


Beyroul, August 22, 1860, 





No, 158, 


‘Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J, Russell. —(Reeeived Seplember \4.) 
(No. 582.) 
My Lord, Therapia, September 5, 1800. 
1 HAVE the honour to inclose to your Lordship translated copies of & 
rescript addressed by the Sultan to Fund Pasha; also his speech to the troops. 
Thave, &e. 
igned) 1. 1, BULWER, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 158 


Imperial Reseript. 


hath refbre any to what extent my heart and that of all 
Mussulmans, who are nequainted with God's commands, has been afficted by. 
the fact that « horde of perecrse and ignorant persons among the inhabitants of 
Damascus have, by reaon of the wickedness and sordiduess of their reprobate 
atures, disregarded the above pure principles, and have dared, in opposition to 
the divine law, to shed the blood, violate the honour, and plasder the property 
‘Of number of poor creatures, their countrymen. 

‘The amount of punishment reyerved for the authors of such wickedness in 
the next world is not concealed from the eyes of the intelligent, but it is most 
heeessary. that they should reeeive in this world also the panishanent awar 
both by the divine and temporal law. 

‘Therefore it appears Gt to our Government that you should, in accordance 
‘with your official authorisation, immediately proceed to the infliction of condign 
jusishment on such persons as shal, upon tril, be proved to be guilty 

‘The zeal which you have displayed and the service which you have 
rendered, being « proof of your natural ardour snd persooal intelligence, has 
‘Sbtained my fullest appreciation and approbation. 


aT 


_ The fresh proofs of fidelity and valour displayed by all the chief, officers; 
Privates, and other functionaries of my troops that arc accompanying you, as 
oniveyed in your despatches and in two military “ masbatas” presented by you, 
auswer completely to what I expected of them, and are in harmony with the 
glorious military qualities and character I have always found in them. You 
Til therfore, proclaim to them that thei acts have obtained my complete 
‘Satisfaction. May God always grant success to you and to those who strive on 
‘ty behalf with fidelity and integrity. 

August 18, 1860. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 


Speech of Fuad Pasha. 


(Translation,) 
Comrades, 
SOME French and English troops are coming to this neighbourhood. The 
sropean Governments, always desirous for the tranquility of our country, have 
ded (0 nssint in putting down the troubles which have taken place here, and 
His Majest wider to show tho trust which they repose in their 
Allies, have accepted their wasistance. You know that these troops are troops 
Delonging to Governments which have once upon @ time rendered great 
‘wistance to our Government. Ful6l, therefore, the duty of comrades, and as 
ourselves are the host, and they the guests, act up to thin quality, and pay 
m every sort of attcuticn. ‘Thus, they will nee in what way you worve the 
just views of your Sovereign, how you observe military discip 
tr, and that you do not require to be assisted or encouraged in pit 
authors of tie crimes that have been perpetrated against Christians, 
ho aro equally our countrymen, nor in exacting vengeance in the name of 
humanity, 





No. 159. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord-J. Russell (Received September UA.) 
(Private and Confidential.) 

My dear Lond, Therepia, September 6, 1800. 
L HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a letter from Mr. Consul Wilkinson, 
4 to a conversation he had hind with a gentleman, supposed to be in the 
Confidence of the Emperor, on Syrian atfaire; also a communication of 
confidential charnetor, a= to an alleged letter from M. de ‘Thouvenel to the 

perior of the French Convent in Syrin 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HL, BULWER, 


Se 
Inclosure in No. 1 
Mr. Bdwards to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Excellence, Smyrna, le 25 Aodt, 1860. 
JAVIS suiennt vient d'etre publié :—“ Le Supérieur des Lazaristes a Paris 

8 fait savoir aux Missionnaires qui dirigent les Collages de Bébek i Constanti- 
ople, de la Propagande & Smyrne, et d'autour dans lo Liban, que la réouvertare 

asses ern aaiéfniment suspenduo dana cea tre tablissomenis.” 

Cotte annonce a cansé ici Ia plus vive inquiginde; on en infére que Ia 
Question d'Orient est réellement et séricusement engagée. 

‘Te puis yous donner pour certain que la mesure a été prise a la suite d'une 
phy sees ‘eutre M. Thouvenel et le Supérieur des Lazaristes. M. Thouvenel 
it an Bapcricurs— 

“Dans les cizconstances actuelles il est prudent de retirer les Professcurs 
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et de fermer les Ecoles. Nos troupes pourront ‘éptouver un échee ; 6 sera 
our nous un prétexte pour y envoyer 50,000 hommes. De grands événements 
naitraient,!* 7 3 
Ve vex ajouter une foi entidre & cette information, E 
Upais as Feri eel mrcirbanmsebliviacaole Earaoe, dee manidee 
tive, In dernidre guerre WMtalie, m'éerit anjourThui que’ Tintention de 
|Empereur est den finir avee la Turquie on de Ia mettre es tutelle 
cellence, pousses les Turcs l'épée dans les reins pour qu’ils agissent aver 
je et . 
énergie ot prudence, ae 
ign) "A. EDWARDS. 





No. 100. 
Mr. Morris to Lord J. Rusvell—<(Received September 15,) 


My Lord, “ The Times,” September 15, 1860. 
HAVE the honour to tranamit a memorial from the Druss Sheikh it 
ich wan entrusted by thom tothe Special Cormoposent of * The 

‘Times at Beyeout, for the information of Hor Majesty's Government. 

One copy of this document hs been scat to Hor Majesty's Ambamador 
at Constantinople, and another to the Emperor of the Freaeh, but I do not 
know throngh What channels they: were forwarded 

T have, &. 
(Signed) MOWBRAY MORRIS. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 160, 
Petition. 


(Tranalation.) 
A PRTITION to, the pavement of the thrabold of Her Majesty the 
lustrious Queen of England, whose grandeur may God, whose namo be 
vet ra to endute, and the glory of whose power may he strengthen 
© God!” Amon 
‘The representation of the whole of the gentry and commonalty of the 
Deuso nation of Monnt Lebanon unto the Royal threshold of Hor said Majesty 
is, that nines, by the grace of God, his servants (mankind) havo been favoure 
Dy tho gracious manifestationof the majeaty of vour sovereignty and dowsiion, ik 
clemency and compassion whto the servants 
‘mong the sous of more especially to’ hla 
that someth re to him withont investl+ 


imploring that 
‘and earnestly 
the execution 


emboldened to present this petition to the threshold of the 
ty, the just, tho compassionate towards the weak among 

d, ineclosed therein, we have dared to place a reports 

have taken place between us and: 


aivig 
were patent ney contrary 


ies no power, and over which we have no 


(hereto), 


control, ; 
Ho bow coven, and we east oumétves on the pavewient of 


of your Ilustrions Sovereign Majesty, praying that you will take pity on tt 
by ‘caning justice and equity tobe dons by cancérting mensures with o 
* Obscure 
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wn exalted Ottoman Sovereign and the Great Powers, so that we may 
Rot be punished for complaints made by our adversaries against us, devoid of 
fruth, or that execution be done upon us before investigation. ‘The compas. 
Hon of Sovereign Majesty forbids that execution be done contrary to jstice, 
This is what we rush to represent to the pavement of the threshald of Your 
isjesty, whom may the Lord of mankind protect from evil! O God! Amen, 
V the humble servant, by reason that the inhabitants, the presenters of 
Tetition, do not, according to their custom, use signets, have hereunto 

my seal and signature, and I certify to tho truth of their repre. 


sentatioy 
(Signed) ‘The Servant, HAMDAN BELMINI, 
August 17, 1860 (0.8), 


a 
Inclovure 2 in No, 160, 


Druse Account of the late Events in Lebanon. 
(Translation,) 


AT is well known to the whole world, and the cars of people fn all lands 
Pave boon filled with the report that, eve ‘nine the year 57 {(a.1) (An. 1841], 
Marites havo pertinaciously contemplated the uprooting of the. Druse 
from the Drusxe Mountain (Mounts Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon), 
f their own independence therein; belng pulfed up 
great numbers and svealth, and. being also fed to pede 
ions of certain interested perso 
hontilitice in the year above-mentioned, and in the 
tn hopes of bringing about this reault, — But God 
Hated their rebellions designs, aud punished thom as their conduct had 
Peed, #0 that it was thonght they would not in futuro attempt such nets, oF 
Pulfel up with similar hopes, 
But when the Bishop Bolus Miavad became patriarch over the abovo- 
tioned ni e iden was again entertained by hin, and the hope 
Pted him to pride. With the advice and. approval of Miahap Tubia Assy 
Of others like him, be took and coucerted wonstres netaaary for te 
tion of the sa ; ’ 
thy perceived that the most efficient means for the realization of thelr 
esigns Was unanimity, from which rrpowe proceeds, and, xinco they 
AY it was posible for some of the Chiefa of their people to rely on their own 
a , amd refuse to act in concert with them, especially as the groator 
ber of these Chicfh wore men of wealth, and surrounded by comforts, 
™ w fo thee to women and hike, 
ty nothing of their pateiotiem, they (the Bishops) sct themselves to work 
10 nndermine the consideration en jayed by these Chet, and to abrogate thelr 
na setting up in their stead persons who entertained similar views with 
Mselves, anid who would be mere too hands. In proot of this 
may be ited. what occurred at, Be t Boyt-Jeyshed, and at 
et of my, whore they were expelled, their property. w 
Fizet, and Tanoss Shahin, with others, were set 1p thoir stead; also the 
14 of this same evil othe distects of Katt, Meten, &¢. Er 
other requisite for their plans was the confidence (2) of their people, for 
bees "The proot th i to. wccure this 
fuilidence consists in. their having. writ dee documents 
Tene the inhabitants of all. the villages, binding the erty and 
bind con ‘The purport of these documents became known, and 
Aart Were got posession of, when they were found to contain that which is 
We set forth, and the wording of the whole was identical, 
theni, hint requisite was an alliance with the other Christian people, since 
Nby they would not only be directly strengthened, but would also be 
Dumteed trom thewr opposition, for, in the two former sa considerable 
waber had refused to participate in'their proceedings, by mason that it was 
that, after achieving the object of their desires, the Maronites wold 
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tum upon them and treat them as they had done others, unless the embraced 
Mimonkean "The proof of this iden is the strenuous effort made to display, 
Mfection, and (0 parae an unusual show of conciliation; also the issue 
proclamations and manifestoes by the patriarch and bishops tothe whole sect 
Protect that they should Behave towards the people of other Christian 
10 tne nations as if they were the children of one sole race, and to the 
Khawarina (priests ?] to the effect that they might frequent their (Maronite) 
Anurches, be present at their masses and burials, contrary to what had bees 
{he custom, We saw all this in more places than one, and it was establis 
beyond doubt by a multitude of people. 

yo fourth. requisite: was the existence of delegates, in the nature of & 
iublic amsnbly, in each of dele principal pariahes ‘who’ might be the orgalit 
Ror addressing and advising, and from whom might emanate orders 
‘lrpositions for, thereby, ideas wight be strengthened. "The proof of this 
the organisation of delegates in Beyrout, Zahleh, Deir-el-Kamar, Kesrawity 
tnd ollter places, as is well known. ‘The principal of these assemblies a 
tho assombly at Beyrout. 

‘} fifth requisite was the creation of “Chiefs of the young men,” whom 
those Inttor might obey ; for, by this means, it became easier for them to carry 
their plana Into execution, "The proof of this is what took place, and wat 
Abily known in respect to the appointment of ‘Chiefs of the young, ment 
pevery silage and plantation, even ia the towns, and, what ix more will, Im 
the very contro of Government, in Beyrut itself 

“The sixth, was the general armament of the people of the sect, so that 
their strength might be atigmented. ‘The proof of their efforts to gain U 
point consists in, what was seen a to the distribntion of great quantities 
Poin rom Beyrout to every place, ‘This distribution was effected principally 
by means of tho KhawBrina Joris?) people. When ingulry was made as 1 


TRo"tecenlty for this monsure, and as to payment for the arms, since It 
wreurred Itra mason of distress, when most of them were in want of necesary 
frou Tet alono the Toeans of paying for these arma in large quantities, the 
Gnawer wis given that they were for their own protection, and, according 


TaNsnor of the bills of exchange, the time of payment was fixed for x future. 
the tuner of ovaries became eviient that these bills of exchange were & mere 
faint, and that the arma were from the “ Company” formed at Heyrout, 
conducting the affairs of the vislog. 

For the space of about wix month, also, Bisho 
tho formation of « Chelstian Committee at A 
tranapired, his chief desigit, in the formation of ti 
aanCof young mien it every place, and to learn who among the 
rae Laem taight be fursied to them. When he found. that he coud not 
‘arty out this design, he took other steps to arrive at the desires knowledge DE 
eats of the Khawatina (priests?) people. 

"Another mensiire was the insteaction of the young men in, ilitary 
oxercien, ‘The proof that they exerted themselves to accomplish this object 
carats in what was acen as to their furnishing drill-masters to the greatet 
Humber of their villages, to teach the sword exercise, equitation (7) and ‘all 
prnatien, Ses 

Ano ‘was the getting rid from among thomsclves of all atrangery 

sir auct, as fie as Was powsible, so as to be safe from a divulgation of thet 
Mterets, not to mention thelr own security of mind. ‘The proof of this is tae 
Mrcsulmans and people ofthe Mute'eyvila sect (Metuali) are found inhabiting 
Kesravnns, Tutt, and their distriets; these were urged to take their departuey 
from among thet, oF to adopt the Maronite creed, wince they were few Mt 
rotber, in fact, 8 considerable number were constrained 0 embrace 1 
Maronite falth, and those who adhered to their old. professions were left in 
Marumstances, Tho exertions of the Buhop Tubia reached that point U 
Circiejtened the wife of the Emir Sulayman-el-Metia, ani also her two 
vee were Mussulmans, until they entered the Maronite community, | He 
WXelted the Emir Mejid, one of the grandsons of the Eoiir Beshir hahabl, aed 
fromised him that, ithe would begin the rising, he would procure his noni 
promi Vainakam of the whole Mountain. ‘This, was with the view i 
viet Shim to become a Christian wgain, and to make him pleased with ¢ 
We reentering the Maronite community ; for the sail Emir had profissel 


occupied himself it 


151 


Islamism at Constantinople, In fine, they left nothing undone that might 
facilitate the execution of their designs, and to such a point that, if they, were 
all to be mentioned, the tale would never end. 

"As soon as it was perceived that the arrangements were completed as 
they desired, and that the preparations for their designs were all carried out 
in the beat manner, a8 above detailed, the Committee of Beyrout began (> 
Write to the districts and to require the attendance of delegates from each 
Place. "The confident bearing of the Christians, also, and. their warlike 
Zurpirations, became more and more conspicuous; as did ali their pressing 
{invitations to join them, and their promises of immense advantages, such as the 
Aistribution of ammunition, the furnishing provisions (or pay), and ever. thing 
Teedful for war; so that, in a short space of time, they rose in open revolt 
fand made pablic manifestations of being in a state of warfare, 

They began, in the first place, to take possession of the highways, to rob 

eat travellers, and to oppress those newly (established 2). AML this 
While the Druses took no heed of what was happening, and their Chieftains 
‘moro using every effort and endeavour to preserve and perpetuate tranquillity, 
Waking coatinied representations to the principal Christians and those known 
for their wisom, and exhorting them to remain quiet and peaceable, and to 
efrain from such acta, warning them at the same timo of the evil conso- 
quences. The only effect, however, was that these latter beeame more and 
More excited and unsottled, until at length, on Friday night, the 16th of 
Ramazan [6th April, 1860 t} while a Druse muletocr, of the village of 
Ba’Kalin, ono of the dependencies of the (fief or) or manor of Shuf war 
Paming the night in the caravansorai named Kbagu-'l-Kas’ay and situated in 
the riclnity of the village of El-Hids, a dependeney of the Deputy-Governor- 
ship [Kaimakamate] of tho Christians, a posse of Marot me Uupot 
him from the village and fired upon him ax he slept; they then cut him to 
Pleoes with their swords, and left him strewed about. Nothing was dono in 
thie mattcr, further than representing the fuels to the authorities in the sual 
manner. 

"A certain interval elapsed after this, the public excitement increasing from 
fone day to another. Tx conimencement of the formation of 
Baty corp ia the dati of Kesrawao, 10 the neighbourhood of Beyrut, and 
ehowhers, 

“Again, on the 23nt of the month of Shewwal (14th May, 1860), threo 
Druses’ muletorra, of the village of Mo'dsir, wore returning from the town of 
Sidon; and_on. their arriving in the vicinity of the bridge of that pls 
they were sct upon by a rabble of armed men from among the Maronit 
Kaytala, a village in the district of Jazin, and various other places, who fre 
at them, killing. two of the number, and leaving the other at the point of 
Geath. "When news of this ovent reached the relatives of the slain, great 
fexcliement was caused, bat instant measures were adopted to calm it 
days later, however, as noveral Chiristians of the disteiet of Jizin we 
beneath the village of KahtOniyya, situated within the fief of Shut, they 
hanced to mect with sone Druser and fiee was opened on both sides, three of 
the Christians losing thelr lives on the evasion. 

Intelligence of this having reached Jazin, the inhabitants became greatly 
moved, anda party set out declaring war againat the district of Shut Upon 
tehich ‘stepewere taken to lay Uhe matter before the Authorities. Onlers wore 
itnmodintaly given for the expecial despatch of an officer and Gfty horsemen, 
Who wore als) accompanied by Commissioners on the part of the KAim=nakam 

ernor), from among the menbers of the Conncil and others, with 

of horsemen, #0 that, with the cognizance of the lord of 

the manor CMukatu'aji) of those places, Said Bey Janbulat, the necorsry 
measures might be carried into execution under the cireumstances. 

Whee this party reached the village of Muktira, the residence of the 
Abo eet oned lord of the manor, it was judged best to send wo messengers 
to treat (1) with Kabloniyya and Kastila, as was the nsaal custom. The 
inhabitants of Kahlaniyya accepted the terms proposed @), but the men of 
Kaytala flow to arms and drove away the messengers in a most, inso 
manner, acting under the advice of Abu Semra, Chief of the Young Men, 
the district. 

‘The excitement in this part of the country then rose to an extreme pitch, 
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and every symbol declaratory of war was displayed. All kinds of endeavours 
were made to counsel moderation to them, and to set them right: but their 
arrogance was only increased thereby. 

"The delegate of the Christians of Haztb (or Khardb), too, named Dahir 
Nasif, rose up in arms declaring war, and a body of the Christians of that 
distriet collected about him in the village of Burjeyn, where he resided. On 
Monday, the first of the month of Zi-1-Ki'da [21st May, 1860], he met with 3 
Mussulaian of his village, assailed him with his arms, and wounded him. And 
oon the mame day a large party of horsemen sallied forth from the village of 
Zahleh proceeding to the plain of Beka, where they commenced molesting the 
cattle and the men of the Druses that they found in. those quarters. This 
party established themselves in the village of Kabr-Elya situated at the foot 

part 
b), and. there com 
‘Tanoas Shabin, 

ki'du (26th May}, some 
the village of Beshkanta were going to Gnd some a their 
1 among tho irrigators working on the river of Beyrout. 
When they had aerived ih the neighbourhood of the kitchen garden of” the 
oil presser, situated on the bank of the river, they were met by the Christians 
aswmbled thers, who demanded their arms, ‘They refused t6 give theo up ; 
‘but thow latter continued to press them until they entered a howw there: 
‘This was surrounded, and tho menage Was held out that unless they gave up their 
farms, the hous should be burnt down over them. Several of them then gave 
i, bnt others throw themselves into the outer premiaex out af the windows (2). 
Gavnsses (®) wore went after theae, who came mp with them in the direction of 
the city. At this junctore they were met by Eyyub of Tripoli, one of the 
committee of delogates nt Beyrout, and author of thls plot, With him wax an 
armed band, who immediately commenced firug on thom, killing ono and 

wounding a second bly, #0 that ho died in eonseryuenes. 

‘Tho day following, t Maronite of Deir-ol-Kamar was proceeding on the 
road of the above-mentioned place, and Ihad renched the shop of "Aynab, when 
hho was miet by some rolatives of those Killed in the way above reeited.” ‘Tho. 
firod at hirn ‘ane killed him the intelligence reached" Dultek- 

rice nent among tho inhabians, and they com 
perquls among the Drases there present and found ruse 
fr-Fakdd, whom they abot, and he dic. at ee 
n the noxtday, Sunday (27th May), by reason of what had happened at 
the Deir (convent), great excitement Merete wamer of eet nk 
the whole Maronite popalation thoreof assembled in the village of Mu'allaka, 
fn splayed the emblems of war. E 
the morrow, Monday [28th May), a full Court of Employés, the 
Meaibers ofthe Proviocll Cotati and tee Noes ea. cl, wea ae 
Beyront, in the provonce of his Excellency the Governor of the province, and 
the Bishop "Tubla wax went for. A debate was held ns to what should be dono 
{o abate the existing disturbances, and to disperse the sath 
Christians, which hail extended up th the houndaties of Beyrou 
then to depart to their homex. "Re resohation raw take ve put in 
with all dispatch, the troops of the Imperial forces, who. were, acco 
moved out Gat wry day 10 the lan of Waainiyye alo, that con 
persons on the part of his said Excellency, and the Dean or Archtea 
FVaki} ofthe std oy, shouldbe se iG "Panta Soin’ rsheee 
withdraw from what he had undertaken, and to disperse the band collected 
abont him and although the Mishop male an appeal to notify. his. diaap- 
proval of thie arrangement, and declared he could do nothing ia the matter 
i was. still thought the best that could be done; s0 he became satisied, and 
sent his Dean with the confidential persons, who went together to Tanom. But 
nothing came of this, excepting that in the evening of that same day a large 
hody of mon from that army entered the village of Ba’bada, in the confines 
of tho village of Shuweyfit, the place of residence of the Drise Kaimukatn 
whonee, (o the manor of Kesrinin, is a distance of about five houre journey, 
All the Christians of the district assembled there also. 
‘The Kainakam (Deputy-Governor) immediately sent in report to the 
authorities and to the Consuls his well-wishers (7). His Exccllency the 
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Governors gave orders that confidential persons should be sent to advise th 
chiefs present in the said village, and to turn away thatarmy from prosecuting 
ity designs. They had peremptory instructions to disband it, The answer 
‘was that, of a certainty they would complete that which they had undertaken 
in point of smiting the Druses; and that if the regular troops should interfere, 
they would fight them also, Not satisfied with thie, the Kaimakom again 
‘seni confidential persons to the said chiefs to ask for the dispersion of the assem 
Tings, and the dismissal of every one to his home, and the withdrawal from 
thin enterprise, the cause of universal trouble. As a last argument, the reply 
‘was that they had opened the banners of war, and there was no way left (0 
lose thom again. : 
n the sumo day, a large body of the Maronites of Jerar Kesrawan and 
Kati" advanced upon the lands of tho meadows which are in the advanced 
FBrzof the manor of SMetu. An onthe next day, Tuexday [29th May) the 
hint (priest?) of Busheriyya, one of the arable districts of Beyrout, went 
ut with a large assembly, having in his hand a flag of war, and advanced 
With them in the intent of attacking the Druses of Beyt-Meri, situated in the 
direction of the Meten. When they were nigh upon entering the village, 
‘Agha (an officer of the hired troops, stationed there by the provincial 
Authorities to prevent the eauses, among the inhabitants, on the part of daring 
People, of what had happened in former years), and ‘the elders (or an ok 
Wotan) of the Druscs of the village, went (0 the Kmir Yusuf-Ali-Ebu-T-Law', 
the lord of the manor, and begged him to wend back thix Khari and his band, 
and to provent warfare beat to attain. chose results; but, 
seeing that he had no power over thom, he told the Druses to evacuate the 
Hillage. ‘They forsook thelr homes immediately, #0 as to avoid all cause (for 
trouble), and botook thomaclves in the direction of the village of the Druscs. 
When they arrived outside the village, they saw this band enter it and 
Commence burning the houses thereof. "They suddenly set ont in pursuit of 
i Phen they were forced to defend thor 
hoes dependent on them, so that a combat took place betn 
two partic, and, in spito of the amall number of the villagers, 
Supertority of the Christians in that respect, it did not take long 
thes latfor were routed and pat to Might, x0 that the Druses returned 


On tho mame day, the band of Zahleh, 1 in the village of Kabe- 
Eiyas, went out into the Mountain with d of finding All Boy El’Amad, 
Who resided there in the village of "Ayn-Dara, for the protection of the 

imaseus road, as he was commimioned to do.” When they approached the 
eptrance to that village with their bands, which amounted to about 3,000 
fighting men, the mid Ali Bey went out to drive them away, attended by his 
fervants and the people of the village, who were under 200 Rlving men in 
Mumber. "A bate took place beiwoen the two in the Debirr valley, which lies 
Bear the village, ‘The noise of the combat reaching to the adjacent districts, 
Wocceasivo anivals of brave men bronght him succour, and the strugxle was 
prolonged until the band from Zahleh was routed and returned {0 the enra- 
Yanscrai Khan Morad, situated near to the village of Kabe-Elyts, where it 
took ters,” ‘The battle was thon renewed; they were surrounded 
by th the fight pressed sore upon them. It took but a short time 
f0 rout them again, when they fled in confusion to the various districts of 
Zahich, The number of Druscs engaged in the whole of this affair did not, 
however, amount to 1,000 fighting men and the said ‘Ali Bey Ri'Amad was 
Wounded in the combat, while the Shoykh Hamdd "Abdu-'l-Molik. was sliin 
herein, although he hid come solely to make oh anil (0 prevent 
hostilities, and was unarmed, being generally known as one of the chief’ wihers 

peace, 

TO the above-mentioned day, a band of Christiane went forth from Dai 
€l-Kamar to go to tho lowar 'Urkab. On nearing the village of Kafr-Nabrakh, 
the residence of Mulham Bey El’ Amsd, the Bey went forth to repel therm, and 
combat ensued, when they beaten, and had to turn baek agai, 

On the next day, Wednesday [30th May], the bands of Bavabdt went 
forth to attack the manor of Upper Gharb. And as soon as news of this 
expedition reached his Excellency the Governor of the Province, he sent his 
Interpreter to them, with several military officers to advise them to desist from 




























































































cit design, ail to\civntion them as to the’consequences of this attack. But 
they would not listen t0 this, and proceeded to: the place they: had. in view. 
‘Ani when they. entered the nearest parts of the Gharb, and began. to set fre 
to several places therein, the men of the» Gharb'went out against then, 
Gofeated them, nnd put them’ to ight; neither did-theyigive up. the: purswit 
ati his Exeeiléncy the said Governor restrained them, and. put astop to the 
combat, < 
‘On this’ day, & body of Marunites. collected togethor in the Metin, from 
Zabiloh and vthor places, advanced against. the Druse villages. situated in. the 

y of the Christian districts, which villages had already been abandoned 
by the inhabitants, ‘They set fire to the villages of Karnal and Kafr-Selwin, 
with ofhors, aud titen qivanied against tho remaining Druse quarters, Upoa 
this, the Druss inhabitants went forth to. repel them, whens battle ensued, 
which lasted 9 long while, wntil the Christians were driven back in confusion 
to their own district 

‘On tho sanie day a Get took place in the village of Hamang, and after ® 
force siege, tho Chelitians were ronted there also, Againy. on the ame date, 
nt about midaght, many shots were heard in variods directions in the plain of 
the Shuswayfit from ull the goardiany placed towards the west of the villages 
in the direction’ of tho’ band of Maallaka; andvas is umal when such things 
‘occu of the part of the guardians, twas understood ax a signal of the arriv 
fof a band to attack the place, For this reason, the inhabitants began to 
ensures of preeaition, and to prepare to mevt the approaching band. Some 
fow went ont to obfiin information in the direction of the guardians, snd 
found a ollitude of miei nndor arn and-one of the guardians killed,” And 
whon they advanced towards them) they fired at them, and moved on towards 
hen: a0 thse they wore ander the iecoty to return the fir of the alvancing 

YY. Ante fighting for a certain while, they were defeated, and left the 
lowing to the’ village, 

‘The next day, Thurwtay (31st May), the bands of Christians who were 
awembled in Boyt Meri, advanced to attack the Drives of the village of 
‘Tbadiyya, ani tho bands assembled in Sabma,’"Ubaniyya, Ba'badat, and 
Bokflya, to attack the Druses of tho village of Ras, ach ofthe bo det 

ad reached the vieinity of the place it was to attack, the inhabitants came 
ng wont on for the space of eight hours, until. the 
red away, and returned fn donde 

On the day following, Eviday (Ist June), as a number of Druses from 
Manisif wore reaping a eld belonging: to, them, aear to. Deit-cl-Kamar, & 
party of Christians: from Deie-ol-Kamar went out to attack them, and tired 
At then’; this Ted tora fight. 

‘Another party went oot to attack the ruse of the two villages 
Koftehamal anit Katrekatra, both bel undaif ; a battle 

fod, and thw node was icant in the neighbouring diatriets. People flocked! 
in proinlseuouily at the somnd, to give smecour; and whe 
rumerons, the Christians bogan to set fire to the houses of the Drones, in he 
Dole (olsRamar): Upen this the fighting became serious, and attacks were 
routually- made on both sides; but tho Christians were boaten, and. took refuge 
in the viflage, puraued by the Deusor until they had occupied it; and chey 
peutrated it in varions plnces until nightfall, when certain of the leadiag med 
Camo forward and deew them away from fighting ; upon which each of tem 
Wont away home, 

‘The same day a party off Christians started from Jizin to, attack the 
Druses of the village of Nik. "Che fohabitants went ont to meet them, a fight 
nated, asd fresh combatants Kept coming up-to tho assistance of both parties 
‘Tho combat waxed fiercer and fieteor, until the resalt declared in the rout oF 
the Cheistians in the whole of thoao districts, 

une day again, Yusuf, the bleacher, delegate of the Christians of 
tof Tullth, woat out witha band he had collected in the 
Derbi’s-Sin, to attick Kasi El-Yaau, who was on. the river of the bridge 
Of Sidon, keoping guard owor tho possessions of Said. Bey Janbulat, situates 
that diwetion.. When he neared the spot, they met and fought, when the 
pleachor and his party were discomfited, 

‘On Monday, the 17th of the same month [4th Jane, 15th Zi.-Ka’da), 

the bands of Zahtch, stationed at Hummi-Kafr-Selwan, attacked the Druse® 
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of the village of Fataght; and, as it, chanced that his Excellency the Great 
wwernor of the Province had set out on the road to Damascus to prevent a 
Jpeg which ho had heard there was particular intention of forming, bis 
colleney prohibited. any snccour being sent to the Druses, and sent the, most 
peremptory orders to their Chiefs in the vicinity to prevent any relief from 
Seat to, them; but, as the village of alight is near the village of 
Karns'l, a party of Droses resident there had already. set out to. arsist before 
the onders arrived, s0 the fight waxed hot, and the Christians retired defeated 
His Excellency immediately sent some men of note among the Druses to turn 
them back and to pnt out the fames of this misadventure. 
Aftor that the Druses had arrived in the neighbourhood of Zahleh, and on 
lay, th 24th of the month [12th June]. took place the wrrival of the 
Jevies of the Hawrin and of the valley of ‘Tim and their environs, in tho 
Bekka ; for, s0 so0n as the nows wax received in those quartora that the Maronites 
Of the Drase Mountain, with their co-oporators belonging to other sects, had 
risen openly to carry ‘owt what they designed ia respect of extirpating all 
traces of the Drive nation from the Deus Mountain, and of establishing 
their own anpremacy there, and that they had begun to form hands and to 
Attack the Druses, their neal for their Kinsmen wax kindled, and x large body 
Of them came forward to ascertain the truth and to assist. 
‘he next day, Wotnontay [19th June} aa a small party, caused at 
Ber-Eliyae (KabreElyas?), abont an hour hnd aehalf's journey from Zableh, were 
‘of Zahila, a combat enmuert between them, and. the 
4 until the horsemen of Zahiloh were worsted and rotirod 


eon the care from the: bog the utmost enddavours 
Were nsed {0 provent the least thingy from happening, and to take away: all 
nd to bring about the return of tranquillity ; and, wince 
jose Tevies in the places mentioned wax a canse of diequiet, 
by the Kalmakam to reidrafi the anid anny, and 
‘cane them to return home quietly, Ho sent for Sheikly Mahaiad EleTd, one 
IF. the chief. priests (or, elders} of the Mountain, whost love. Of ease’ an 
eeurity wax well kuown, and commissioned him t0 go and advise then, oud 
et them right, emplosing all pomsible mean to effect that purpone, He went 0 
thoy, andafter much dischaden Ne Feesived from thelr Sheikh nod Chieftains 
the promise to undertake nothing forthe space of throe days, fonnéd upon thie 
‘comaderation that every paine was being taken to offeet a reconeltiation between 
the two nations ay expired without tho accomplishinent “of this 
Purpose, and then a fresh teem of four day wie arranged with them. 
But, on Monday, the 20th of the month, on w 
Arranged, as some Drase horsemen wore picketed?) in the lan 
nce from Zabel, « boly of Zableh horvernan fell upon 
an ‘The rewalning bodies of Drises present there 
bouts gathered by degrees to the noise of the combat; fresh parties issued 
1m Zaliieh, aod the flames of war raged outside of the Village between Uh 
Before very lung, the bands of Zableh retrented to the village, and inter 
theunolves there. The particn of Deuses surrounded it, attacked it, and entered 
‘sword in hand. ‘Those who were therein fled in disorder to tho 
Mountain, 
On Wednesday [20th June) the first of Z3~'lhijja, nows spread ovor mot 
districts of the Mountain that fighting Ind oceurred’ at Deir-el-Kamar, and 
that i€ was undergoing a singe. Tegan to flock here from places in 
the vicinity. When tho more advanced parties of these gatherings arrive 
ere, wad shots began to be fired from the houses, a certain number of these 
nes wero struck. Then it was they attacked the place, and took possession 
of the whole town, killing a large number of those Christians whom they found 
thereat 
«When his Excelleney the Governor of the Province heard of this, he 
instantly mounted his horse, and (aking with him a part of the regular and of 
the hired troops, set out in haste Tor the village. On arriving there, heordered 
the fighting to be stopped, and the evacution of the place by the Druses, who 
Were there. He then received information that affairs were in a eritical state 
in the city and its environs; upon which he returned thitherwards, and, after 












































giving the necessary directions and orders, he again went ont to the camp of 
the regular troops 

Tlis Excelloncy had already given orders for the two Kaimakams of 
the Mountain to come in to Beyrout, with as many as were necessary of the 
fords of manors, members of local Councils, and persons of distinction among 
the inhabitants, in order to deliberate upon what might benecesary to be done 
in the actual condition of affairs, so as {o change this into a state of peace and 
calm. 

iin pursuance of that mandate, the two Kaimakams, and the others 
came in, and after lengthened discussions between the two parties upon the 
Several uarfions above-mentioned, the mutual consent and agreement of both 
parties was given, and peace was 
the war of ‘OL; which is that each agrees to give and forget the 
bygones be bygones), to bring no actions, an raise no claims either now oF 
in future, from the time when these troubles broke out into general warfare 
until tho present time; and, hereupon binding contracts were written, 
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Lord J. Russell to Barl Cowley. 
(No. 907.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 18, 1800. 

THIS substance of the reports of Mr. Consul Moore, Mr. Consul Brant, and 

i Grab" is nent. to you. hereith, ‘that you ‘may communiente it 10 
hoavonel. 

You will perceive that nove of these gentlemen have mach confidence im 
the manure taken, and fer that on soe a8 European opinion is watiaGed the 
old injustice will pre 

his for the French Government to ‘consider and compare their accounts 
with ours 

Tt will be for them to decide very soon whether the French troops ca 
rotura after two months’ sojourn, or whether they shall stay the whole sis 
months of the Convention. 

In the latter case. it mey he desirable that the second division of 
should go to Syrin. Your Excellency is already instructed to say that 

cond division Gres ‘and Prumia are ready to furnish 3,000 
it In necessary to decide soon on account of the insecurity of 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 


PS, You will speak to M. Thouvenel as soon as possible on this subject. 





No. 162. 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Morris. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 15, 1800. 
LAM directed by Lord John Russell to acknowledge with thanks your 
lettor of this day’s date, inelosing memorials from the Druse Sheiks in Syris. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) -E HAMMOND. 





4 See Now 139, 198, 136, 197, and 198 


1st 
No, 163. 


Lord J. Resell to Bir HL. Bulwer. 
(Wo. 508.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 15, 1800, 

L'TRANSMIT to your Excellency copy ct a paper furnished to me by 
ME Masuras parporting to contain the substance of Fund Pasha’s reports, 
transmitted to M. Masurus by Safvet Effendi on the 23rd ultimo, 

Tilkested Mr, Hammond, in my absence from London, to see M. Musurus, 
and th nie to him that although vas very mach pleased at the accounts of all 
that Fond Pasha had done up to the 28rd of August, Tregrotted to observe what 
he had not done. 

Mthe Pasha of Beyrout, the Pasha of Damascus, and the Turkish Offleer 
tho Gnnived at the masacre of Deir-cl-Kamar, havo hitherto been unpunished. 
earnieial would easly ascertain the facts, Indeed wo are told that the 
Har of Achmet Pasha is concluded, although the sentence has not heen 


1ose men are not severely punished, 
i tho Grand Virier, Aah 
Inde that persons high, 
‘before the fhet, and 
ave protected the mu tho condition 
of Damascus? The re emain full 
of sontimenta of revenge, Thoy will 
atorally say that if thoy indulge their revenge tothe utmost although setae 
may be punished, dey are wure to find protectors at the Hultan's Court} xo 
the pesition of te Christians iu Syria will be worse than ever 
SL ‘Mosurus promised to report faithfully to his Government what 
Mr. Hainmond had thus said to hima. 
Lam, &e. 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL. 
eS eed 


No. 164. 


Mr. Vane to Lord-J. Russetl— (Received September 
Go. 92) 
My Tord, Vienna, September 13, 1860. 


TIP, Rusian Minister at this C y urgent in preming 
Porte 


Stount Laban 
ws informed M. Ralabine thot the 
hed hitn of the views of the Porte on this mubject, 
only. Sf'n fragmentary character, and that he must wait for the receipt of 
etal fnformasion before he ean form an opinion of thew 
T have, &e, 
(igned) JULIAN FANE, 





No, 100. 


Me. Howe to Lord J. Russell (Received September ¥ 
(No. 100,) 
My Lord, Vienna, September 13, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 17 of the th instant, 
‘Count Rechberg, after taking the orders of the Emperor, has informed me that 


* Toekieare in Nos 18. 
25 











No. 166, 
4M. Murerus to Mr: Hamnond.—(Recelved September 17.) 


Mon Cher M. Harmond, St, Leonarity, le 17 Septembre, 1860, 
j[B mempressa de vous transmetire, cijointo, Ia copie dane dipeche tld 
Faurhlave jaue jo viens: do recovoir dela Sublime Porte par Torremiss de 
FAmbawado do"Purquie A Vienno, 
Votre, &e. 
(Bigné)”G, MUSURUS, 


eee 


Inclosure in No, 166, 
‘The Turkish Ambassador at Vienna to M. Muswrus 


(Pélégraphique,) Vienne, le 16 Septresbre, 1860. 
PAR an (éligramme du 15 Septembre de la Sublime Porte, jo suis chargé 
de vous communique eo qui s 
" egrouth, le 9 Septembre, 1360. 
“Un exprin est arrivé & Vinstaut, Tae Muchir Aimed Aga, lox Colonels 
jui commandaiont  Hasboya ot & Deir-el-Kamar, Oxman Bey et Abdal Sdim 
Boy, asl gue dautren eon te grade inférieur, ont été fost & Damas 
Son Hecellonee Fuad Pacha ext & Cabélins, \ douxe hearoa de distance 
Hick, | Domain il entrora.d Reyrouth; une Brillante réception est Dréparée ay 
Représentant du Sultan, 
(Bigné) “ABRO” 


[Ss 
No, 167, 


Lard J Rusuelt to Crsut Brant, 
(No, 7.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1860, 

T HAVE to acquaint you that I approve of the letter which om addres, 
on the 24th of Avgust, to the Emir syed Abd-el-Kader, of which « ny is 
inclosed in your despatch No.14 of the 24th ultimo, conveying to his Highness 
the thanks of Her M ast 's Gorornment for his exertions in saving the lives of 
Christians during the late massacre at Damascus, x oy 

am, fe. 


(Signed) "J, RUSSELL, 





No. 168, 
Mojor Fraser to Lord J. Russell (Received September 19.) 
(No, 0.) 


My Lord, Damascus, August $0, 1860. 
occurred since I did myself the 
Place on the 24th instant. About 
of which I now inelose a ‘translation, was 
tes, containing @ list of the number of 
together with the punishment awarded, 
mn made during the last week, but for four 
days ail Pasha bas been levying conseripts fur the army 
fom among tho able-bodied citizens, During seven or ci 
Sty of Damascus has failed to farnish the annual quota requi 
forming a debt of which his Excellency has now demande 
tent. Up to to-day the troops have kK 
9 whom are leaving ing. Tho citizons are doing 
» Aa well as other places of 


io WY Deen announced, and 
fo Tooker on the trials ‘Appear to proceed very slowly, "Fuad Pasha complaite 
$f the diticalty of obtaining evidence, and there doubtless tk difficulty, Few 
Monlems will Noluntarily como forward as accusers; yet Persons capable of 
Toning an opinion, and. we acquainted with the city, think that, amid auch 
Sma of guilt these diflcultics aro by 20 meats imupsable, 
tis Hxcelieney has been receiving visite ftom stron 
Maordn district during the past week, and hax been attem 
Ad tribal feuds among. them, with the view, apparettly, of using their combined 
H aswitat the Drones, if necessary. Ie would’ be infaitely preferable, 
Tag nraty roa of view, thatthe Goverument should show ital capable 
lng bjects. 
further house accommodation for the 
theraselves slow to take 
population, who still curse 
protection. There seams 
in fool at case in 


Tho French authorities express much regret that their troops should have 
ited unaccompanied by an English force, ao say they are thus placed in 
aie light, inammiuch ax tho Drever ace thas sacle (0 view the French as thet 
tnitzles, while they believe the English Government not to have blamod their 


Bren 


» i to 
end ishing the Sultan's authority in 


The approach of the caravan of. pilgrims from Mecea, commonly designated 

Te esi” has just been annoonesd by a salote from the Castle Ite noe 
own, however, whether, under. yresent circumstances, they will be 
ited to enter the city. 


Thave, &e, 


(Signed) "A. J, FRASER, 
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Tuclosure in No. 168. 


Memorandum. 
(Translation) 

Persons condemned to death for having munlered Christians, and 
‘who have been hanged Ss e * 

Condemned to death for haring joined in the outbreak with arms ia 
‘hand_—and who, ax belonging to the irregular troops, or 
polica, have been shot hes 

Condemned to imprisonment for Tile, as bavi 
Dreak, with arms in band, and who have 

tinaple ‘ = 

Condemned to exile ax having joined in the pillage, withoot arms. 

Condemned to bard labour for a fixed period, and vetained at 
Damaseus to be employed on zoads “ a tt 

Condomned to death in their abeccee (“par contamace ”), and 
‘who will be executed according as they fall into the hands of 
justice ae oe a if “ “ 


ing jeined jin the out- 
cen sent to Cone 


‘Total .. on 





No, 169. 


2 Major Praser to Lard J. Russell—(Receieed Siptember 20.) 
(80.7) 
Lord, Damascus, Septouber 3, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour herewith to inclove notes ‘of acanverantion I yesterday 
held with hic Bxcollency Fuad Pusha, which will, T trust, explain the 
position of alfairs. 

‘His Excellency voems very desirous that the Fronch expedition should 
romain insetive for the preset,” No further executions have yet taken places 
Dut thoxe of the officors implicated at Hasbeya, Rasheya, and Damasens, ‘about 
five porsons in all, axe expeated daily. 

MP tewcooscepts are yet belng taken, ic required number of 2,000 20% 


having boon yot obtained. 
“Hue Cheistians scctit olarmed at tho prospeet of Fund Pasha quitting 


Damascus, but I think without rood grounds, as lis Kxcellency's absence will be 
short, and the garrison ts ample. 
Fe eit any bporlance has occurred since my last report on the OU 
ultimo, 
Thave, &e, 
(Bigned) J, FRASER, 


Prd oe eS 
Inclosare in No. 109. 


Notes of & Conversation held. with Fuad Pasha by Major Feaser, at Damareett 
Beptember 3, 1800. 


HIS Exectloney Fuad Pasha baving expremed a desire to sce Mr. Const 
Brant and elf, Mr, Brant being unwell on that day I proceeded alone Lo 
wait upon the Pasha, i 

Ra ixcellency’ said that he wished to state bis intention of quit 
Damascus for a short visit to Beyront, rendered desirable in, consequenet 
reprosoutations made by the General commanding, the French expeditionary 
force. ‘That General Beaufort had sent Colonel Chansy to intimate that 
French force was now ready for any duty: ‘that might be required of it; that 
General was very desirous of quitting Beyrout, which was preving ‘an unbealt 
Germcmnment for the troops, and as they were eager to be employed, and 
boen much excited by the stories told them by the Christian refugees in Beyroul 
the Gencral feared some unpleasant collision might occur between the 
nd some part of the Moslem population. That the General therefore thought 
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sf double purpose might be served if the French troops were permitted to procted 
fifo Letauon, taking with them the Christian refugoes, and reestablisig them 
fatheir villages; but that in any case the General wold bo obliged to seck 

in rome good miltary position ‘there he ‘might hope to preserve the health 

Torwhich sfatement kis Excellency lsd replied, that he had mo objestion 
{6 General Beaufort sccking avotier position, Lut had proposed thet it should be 
in the Kesrouan, (the Maronite country), which was objected to, of, at 
tents, not in che countey occupied by Druses, as his Excellency was par: 
Weularly desicwus of avoiding any collision until a plan of netion 
Been decided, and due preparation made, THis Excellency had further 
lated that ‘he thought it better the Christians should not return 
$0 their villages until it were Known whether military operations would 
be undertaker againt the Draxex or not, ax in the former event the whole 
French force would be fowuifleient to guar che Christians, scattered, as they 
‘Would be, throush numerous villages, against the perils of Druse reprisals, His 
Excellency aided, that in consequence of these representations he hd decided 

vucif to Beyrout about the Gth instant, with the view of personally 

xn What would he required. He also remarked that the French seemed 

int terbe eniployed, bat hé saw the greatest objection to their acting wt all 

{roope, as, xhould blows 

Ekedanged between rand the Druses, it wan impossitite to 
Hemmight lond, ns the Hautin Pruscy would probably join the othirs, 
Aiip and a commanity of feeling might envse some of the Bodoui 
The Drasea, wo that, apposed fo greatly superior nimbers, the French honour 
Hight pensily bocome involved, when it would be quite impossible to may where 
the warfare or intervention roight end. 

With reqard to the trials of erituinals, hi Exceloficy mentioned that thore 
OF Achet, lato Pasha, and of several militaty otflocrs implicated at Haxboya, 
Taacheyn, and Datinvens, were closed, that the sabordiuate officers would shortly 
Be enawuted, but that Achmet Pasha would in the meantiaie be reserved pend 
the trial of Khooeshid Pasha of Beyrout; and the examination of the members oF 
the Gaeat Council of Damuscas, who hal now been arrested, in tho lope that 
fone Light sight be thrown on the nature of the relations subsisting botwoon 
Than, Sethe conduct. of the private soldiers at Uasbeya and elsawhero towards 
Tee midows nal daughters of the'slauhtered Christivns, iaelading the abduction 
Glenn having’ beon brought 10 hit Hxeclleney’s notioe, We said'be bad not 
Pe tant of these charges, that tho mien had been disbanded and {neorporated, 
Prather core, bat were yet withid reach, and shat their oopiuet, would be 
itquinad intr a well ns that of all litary ocers fx any position’ of authority 
At places where massacres bad taken place. 

Ai Yucecleney repented that ho found hicnself in, the greatest porible 
Aimicalty ax regarded the notables of the'eity, that. he Ih receive letters from 
aay Peeing, him to strike quickly and severely at the Headers in late 

ut that, notwithstan ie desire to auccoed, he had hitherto 
tori fled in obtaining evidence suficient for convictions though hearsay ove 
dene and ‘ral rumour were nol ing. That his position wax deeply 
Cniaraing, as it would hardly bo believed ia Europe that evidence against 
Herre the highor class was 0 dificult to obtain in this country. He 
roald willingly have formed 1 wpecies of jury Ina ho been able to tind five ma 
et Re rusted with cach aidaty. bat he felt that such mew as he could 
Thea eamtaa'in all probability acquit every Moslem brought before, thea. | He 
eee oats detarrod that resource, and had hitherto been obliged to conduct 
are hesinary exeninations himself, with the aid of his personal stall in 
aereet Treakta wi should be nent bofare the. Special Court constituted for the 
TW Excelloney roqpesting to know whether Thad any suggestion to-make 
Fee Teeplled that it appeared to mo he would econowiss his on 
Honea ell as be'relieved {rom a very rinpleasant responsibility, by 
Tautne functionaries accustomed (0 the collection and preparation of evicence 
Haaeee Soom Covstantinople, who could then devote. themselves, exclusively 
to this duty. ‘That-I led also heard it said by citizens, that although the 
“Nfukiars’” (or chiefs of quarters) wight be unwilling te give ists of compro- 
tained parsons belonging (0 their own quarter, they woold not muke the same 














dificulty regarding those of adjoining quarters, and that in this way much 
information might be obtained. . His Excellency said he would consider these 
plans, yet he feared he would never be able to satisfy European Governments: 
that ho propoed, owever,, to continue his present investigations, try such 
offenders as he could discover, reserving their sentence; that he would them 
report what he had done, with his opinions of each case} if these were approved 
sentence could be passed and executed; if not, further investigation might be 
prosecuted, Bat that, in any ease, he felt it would be necessary in the interest 
of the Ottoman Governinent itself to exile for ever from Damascus those 
fnflvential persous who had been at all compromised by their attitude in the 
rocont outbreak, even where there was no distinct proof of overt acts, ‘That with 
xegand to the property of those executed, inclading in several instances plunder 
taken during late events, he had, pending a reference to Constantinople, placed 
itunder vequostmation, direct eoptiseation not being permitted by the Qttomals 
Core, 

T hero took the op 
Powars in allianes with 


whatovor, ‘Phat never having either 
entored into between 
acknowledge or reject it nov. 

His Exvollency having: asked which of these I sh 
prefurablo plan, I replied, provided « suftleient 
pretor the fit, not less in the Interest of the 
In that of all others concerned, partionlarly as 


strongly of that opinion also, although he would decide nothing until he had am 
‘opportunity of eomaulting with the Kuropean Commissioners 
‘The intarview here closed, 
T havo, &e. 


(Signed) A J. FRASER, 


No, 170, 


i, agi Gaur Moore to Lord J. Ruseell—(Received September 20.) 
(So. 3 
My Lord, Beytout, September 7, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordshi Vs despatch 
No.8 of tho 17ch ultino, relative to Lard Dulles mission to Syria es Her 
Majesty's Commissioner, and to state that I will carry out the fastructene 
therein given me by your Lordship tothe best of my att 

T fog to incioce copies of three despatches to Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at the Porte—the tivo last reporting, amongst other events of publie tens 
‘the arrival at Beyrout and reception of Lord Dufferin, and his Lordship’s 
Aeparture for Darnascus. 

T have, &. 


(Signed) 8, MOORE. 
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Inclosare 1 in No, 170. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, September 3, 1860. 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Lumleys despatches, 
Jutinting me with the receipt of telegrams by your Excellency from Lord Joh 2 
Ritwell to authorise me to draw the former for 3,000 and. the latter for 20001. 
More on Messrs. Heywood, Kennard, & Co, for the relief of distressed Syrinns 
With reference to the concluding part of Lord Joht Rassell’ telegram, 
in your Excellency's No. 22, I beg to state that T have already 
$ktowledzed to his Lordship in No. 9 to him, inclosure in my despatch of the 
'Sth August to your Excellency, the receipt of ‘authority to draw: tr the sums 


a announced, amounting in all to 2.7004, exclusive of the 5,000/. now 
iged. 
1 draw for sums on account according to the requirements of the Beyrout 
sami in this way I have hitherto deawn to their onder two bills of 
lead 


iat 
Aonation 


also drawn on Lord John Russell for the 200, Government 


L have, &e, 
igned) N. MOORE. 


Inclonure 2 in No. 170, 


Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer, 


‘Sir, Deyrout, September %, 1860, 


THAVE the honour to inclose copy of my despatch No, 38, with Inclosures, 
Jobn Russell. 


d Pasha, who had sent a guard of honour 
Janding-place, and accompany him to the Serai. 

ive hundred scripts of ily taken ‘by his Excellenay 
Read Pasha, on account of arrears for the army for the past eight ‘yours, arrived 

‘Damascus handcuffed, and wore embarked yesterday on board a ‘Durkish 

f-war for conveyance to Constantinople, 
Frovch transport “Ganges” also. arrived here yesterday towed by 
French steamer, the “Indus.” A battalion of the Sth Regiment con- 
Meyed in her landed thix morning. The “Indus” is ladon with stores lor the army 
ecupation, 

Some Mobunetans of Acre have been arrested and brought to Beyrout for 
Fill suspected to be the authors of the placard finind affixed to the deor of the 
Greek Church at that place, referred to ta the inclowure, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. MOORE, 


Inclosure $ in No. 170. 
Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sis, Beyrout, September 5, 1800. 

1 HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your. Execllency’s 
despatch of the 26th ultimo, acquainting me with the arrival of Lord Dufferin 
SE, Constantinople, and giving me certain instructions relative to his Lord- 
“hip's mission to Syria, to which T beg to say that 1 will entirely conform, | 

_ U have already reported in my despatch of the 3rd instant, Lord Dafferin's 
Mart! st Beyrout on the 2nd instant. I had made the necessiry Arrangements 
"ith the Authorities for his proper reception on landing, previously towhich Ahmet 











panied’ by 
me from Al 


Medi 
to leave Damas 
quonee, it is nnderstood, of the 
loncy by General d'Havtpoul, 
Sernakier and Govornat-Genoral of Damas 
ments are: made as to tho motives of this reticenes 
ii Kinir Alvd-el-Kader had been invested with the Medjidié of the fest 
1, sent to hit by the Sultan as a mark of His Majesty's approbation of hit 
* during the massacre of Damascus. M. Scheffer also is arrived here 
the insignia ot the Gand Cordon. of the Legion of Honour confer 
Bmir by the Emperor of the Pre 
T have no change to report in the attitude of the Drasos, ‘The petition 
from the Chiote, veterted tov in No, 63, has not yet reached me, a delay whiclt 
Tem at alos to-aceount for, unless on the supposition that the wily mena 
fiallete aro awaiting the progress of events before committing themselves DY 
filmnisions of peopisals which neeil only be made under pressure of extreme 
firgency, In the meantime, no fugitive Christian ventures to return to Bit 
home, such ae it i. ‘The consequence i, that these unfortunate people s 
crowd tho aca-const towns by thousands, enduring the extreme of hardship 
Privation, and are at onco the calwe and victims of divease, which, at Beyroat: 
fins earriod off hundreds of thelr eb Tatoongat whom it hax been partied 
Tarly fatal on acootast-of want of proper nourishment 
ave, &e. 
(Signed N. MOORE. 


No 17h. 


Consul-General Moare to Lord J. Russell—(Received. September 20%) 
(No. 404 
My Lord, Beyrout, September 8, 1800+ 
THAYE the honour to inform your Lordship that the Damascus post 
came in this morning. My letters announce the arrival in that city of Lon 
Dullerin, on Thursday, the Sth instant, Fuad Pasha bad not thea left for 
Beyrout, which will eimb) oner to seo his Excelleney- 
‘This day is mentioned fo ; Majoe 
Frat Writes me thatthe 
at Hasbeya, atd Ranboyaaud Deit-clKamar would probably be executed $00 
‘Ahmed Pastin’s sontonee was still unpublished, , it wus stated, reserved 
Anil the trial of Kliotsbecd Pasha also Ie completes 
"The object of Funk Py isit to Boyrout is understood to hase refef: 
enivo—iirtly, to the French expadition,and secondly, to meet. the Commissioner 
ottae Groat Powers, and ayceriain the objects of thet mission, and the 
OF the. relations to subsist between. his Excelloney and those gentlemen, 
Gactain it fs that the French General is becoming, impatient of the inal 
tivity to which he has hitherto been subjected, and bas expressed the saume I 
Pasha, 
‘Whe Turkish funetlonaries in Syria appear to be totally unaware of the 
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Jntment of European Commissioners to Syria, When I announced to 

et Pasha, the Governor-General of Beyrout, ‘Lord Dnfferin's arrival and 
his Lordship’s mission, the Pasha professed entire ignorance of everything 
relating thereto. 

‘Yesterday a further batch of about 5600 conscripts from Damascus reached 
Beyroat, on their way to the capital. ‘They through the town hand- 
cafeds besides the ‘Turkish miltary escort, they were accompanied. from the 
Prench camp to the town by a detachment of French Hussars, with drawn 
sabres, This is said to have been done to prevent the repetition of the disorders 
‘which occurred on the occasion of the last arrival of conseripts, and of the 
‘imsulting langaage and demeanour used by them towards the French Emperor 
fand nation, and Europeans in general. On that oceasion,, amongst other 
incidents, a Damascene Christian pointed out one of the conscripts, exclaim 
WThia ic the murderer of my brother,” with a gesture of rage, when a Turki 

wk him, and then inflicted a bayonet wound on 

ch _voldiers who were lool ‘on seized the “Turkish soldier, 

‘and carried him to their Commanding Officer, who sent him to the Serai, whore 

‘be was tried and punished. "of these conseripts have been allowed, by 

onder of Fuad Pasha, to buy ‘out for 20,000 pikatres per man ; some 

of these are stated to have beon amongst the murderers in the late massacre. 

‘The Christians say that these men can well afford to pay 20,000 piastres out of 
the plunder of their co-religionints, 

French sentries have been posted, conlatly with tho Turkish sentinels, at 
certain points, and a joint night-patrol established to provant collision betwixt 
the Freach and Turkish soldicry and townspeople, 

Thave, &o 
(GBigned) MOORE, 





No, 172, 


eee Dufferin to Lord J. Russell, (Received September 20.) 
0, 6.) 
My Lori, Damascus, September 8, 1800. 

L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
copies of despatches which Lave addressed to Her Majasty's Ambamador at the 
Bart, renpectng the stato of afr i this county, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYS. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 172. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Damascus, September 8, 1360. 
aig, 1 HAVE the henoar to acquaint your Excellency with my arrival in this 
ty. 
Although I did not anticipate that any inconvenience would. be likely to 
arise from my visit to Damascus, I thought it pradent to acquaint his Excelloncy 
Pasha with my intention, ‘stating, at the same time, that I came quite in 
fan unoflicial capacity, and that should bis Excellency be of opinion that it 
‘would be at all undesirable I sbould persevere in my project, Ushould at once 
Teturn, and in the meantime would wait on the road, to leara his pleasure his 
Excellency having invited me to proceed, T entered the city on the afternoon 
of Thursday last, and having in the meantime heard a report that bis ‘Exeolloney 
‘was hitmeclé aboat to proceed to Beyrout, I waited on hiva at onee, in oner that 
my arrival might not in any degrec disarrange his plans. | T had however, the 
‘alisfaction of learning that otlier causes had already induced him to postpone 
‘hin depa for some little time longer. " 
Excellency then proceeded to give me an account of the way in which 
‘he had dealt with ibe persons implicated in the late massacres at Saeeeal 
2 











Mr. Brant will have already informed your Excellency of the nature of these 
punishments, Fi sons have been banged on the charge of murder; 
111 irregular soldiers ave been shot on the ebarge of having taken part in tbe 
emente ; 139 have been condemned to the galleys for life; 143 have been 
exiled on the chatge of plundering ; 186 have been condemned to hard labour 
for a term of years; and sentence of death has been recorded against 83 
persons who have escaped, A considerable number are in prison awaiting their 
‘rial 

Other measures of severity have been initiated, ‘and I have the honour to 
inclose for your Excelleney's information, a statement furnished me by Fuad 
Pasha, of the various acts of rigour which he had thought necessary since his 
arrival, For the last three weeks there have been no exces 

Tn reply to some further inquiries, his Excellency was good enough to 
inform me, that Osman Bey, who had commanded at Hiwbeya, Mohammed Ali 

id Ali Bey who was in eharge of the troops in the 
Christian quarter of Damascts, bad been condemned to death, and would 
probably bo shorily executed. 

In regard to the fate of Ahmet Pasha, his Execlleney seemed still unde- 
cided, and in mentioning his naime, was even careful Lo speak almost in a 
laudatory manner, of certain arrungeinents the ex-Governor had made previous 
to the outbreak, 

On preventing myself to his Excelleney, Thad taken the precaution of 
‘explaining to him, that Thad no oficial communication to make to him what- 
‘ever, that my inst my colleagues, and 
that'if T now ventarod to wait upon him he must consider my visit merely 
that of a former friend and a future colleague. Yesterlay hi 
was good enough to come and see me at the how 
has heen 40 kind as to receive we under his roof. During the courve of 
this second convertion, while also understood to be of an unofficial 
chareter, his Excello 

a copy of which he had lately received, 

‘the Commission was itself to become a tribanal, before whom the accused wore 

tions wero to supersede his own, as 
Military ai Hovernor of tho Province, coupling his inquiries, with « 
roquest that should fofer the matter directly to my Government, and inform 
thor, that his proposal was, “That he should be allowed. to adjudicate on the 
caves brought before him, becoming himself rerponsible to the Commision, for 
tho manner in which he carried’ on the investigation ; that on the same terms 
hho should be pormitted to determine on the mode of conducting the military 
operntions against the Druses, and that before the Commimion 
the discussion of any arrangements for the fature, it should bo competent for 
him to take tho initiative, submitting to their consideration, whatever plan of 
his own he might be prepared to propose."" 1 replied, that’ of course I could 
not state in what wny the Commislon might eventually interpeet thet instr. 
tions, but that, in my private opinion, I should expect that they would be anxious 
to adlopt whatever course woulll be moxt likely to preserve, in the eyes of its 
subjects, the dignity of the Porte and the authority of its Representative. 
ventured to add, that I alt assured that the sole object whieh I 
Government had at heart, was that the Commission whould act i 


On taking leave, his Excellency 
informed me, that the officors he liad designated to mo on the previous evening, 
as having heen conslenned to death would probably be shortly executed, and he 
even implied, though very vaguely, that Ahmet Pasha might possibly havo to 
share their fate. 

With the little information L have as yot had time to acquire, it would be 
premature for me to hazart an opinion as to the character of Vund Pasha's 
policy, ‘There is one fret, however, to which I would yeuture to draw your Execl= 
Toney’ attention. Out of tho wbole popidation of Damascus, only ity-aix have 
eon netualty executed on a charze of murder: tow the lowest computation places 
diene in Damascus alone, at 5,000; it is impossible 
to suppose but that the numbers of the murderers, at all events, equalled the 
nutnber of their victims, It would not, however, bean improbable conjecture, 
that in the death of erery Christian, at least three Moslems were 


167 


for the butchery seems not to have been conducted by bands of men, proceeding 
SBecessively from strect to street, but to have taken place simultancously in 
‘very part of the Christian quarter. This would raise the number of those who 
are probably guilty of murder, to 15,000 persons. But murder was not the 
only description of crime committed; to murder was superadded an universal 
wilage, the destruction of every single Christian house in the city, and the 
qin of a large quantity of the Christian women, under cireumstances of 


‘ort atrocious eruclty. I have been assured by a person, on whose authority 
could rely, that there is but a small proportion of Christian girls in 
sens who have not been ravished. It would certainly seem that fifty-six 
Ssteations bear but an inadequate relation to the number of guil 
tho enormity of their crimes, 


(Bigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


PS have just reecived intelligence that Ahmet Pasha, Colonel Ali Bey, 
Colotel Orman Bey, and Muhammed Ali Agha, have been shot. Tho executions 


D, AND G, 


ot public 


Inclosure 2 in No, 172. 
Memorandum. 


Damar, le 8 Septembre, 1860. 
LE Jendemain de Yarrivée do yon Excellence Fuad Pacha, occupation de 
Sind quartiers de la ville pae In troupe, formation de Commissions Mititalres 
La chague quartier de Ja ville, pour arréter les. émeutlers, assassin, pilleurs, 
‘Ges Comminsions sont parvenuies & arréter apris quatre ou. cing jours de 
Mix 800 pervonnes environ, qui ont été remises a ‘Tribunal Extraordinaire, 
de fonctionnaires aments de Constantinople. Les arrestations ont 
Peitinude depuis ce jour li. L'Ecole Militaire dle Ia ville teausformée en 
beet pour j nea Chritienves. Admission dans Mhdpital militaire de tous 
taaitttiens malades ou bleeds, Formation dune € churgées tle 
pee des vires, de Yargent, et des effete aux Chi 
individus qui’ ont 16 les thires et le pore d'une jeune fille, quia 
riggers A ass de ves pateata, ck quis dgcard avon ed 
Be par Yun d'eux et avoir &€6 possédée, & tour de r6le, pat 
BE Ont 6 ar ls condamnation du Tribunal Extraordinaire chargé de 
Tes personnes incriminées, 111 personnes ont &é fusillées, 60 pendues, 146 
Sodambées A Yexil, 186 mux travaux forcés, ct employés mux trivauz de ‘con 
$etion de routes, 83 4 mort, par contumace, Parasi ceux qui ont été exécutés 
aeaguvent 18 individus appartenant & des fhmilles nobles, ou des gens marqués 
et’, PT Le 15 Aodt, ordonnance portés i la comsissance du public, et 
ant eo demure tous les habitants de la ville et de In ea pagne, & reimettre 
Tage ttoritG locales les hommes, femmes, et enfants méme ayant enibrassd 
Hniane quills retiendraient chex cux. Toute perronne contrevenant a cet 
ait déclarée coupable de recel et condarnée & mort. Tous les Chrétiens, 
toy ib de 500 enviros, qui avaieat de xré ou de force embrassé I'tslamistne, 
rls en demeure We retourner dans la religion de leurs péres. Trois 
Fy a7? Musulmans ont. été évacués et mis i la disposition des Chrétien qui 
AOnt installés ou s'y installent. Une maison a été mise a leur disposition, 
OyyiE He chapelle A tous les rites Chrétiens, f 
Trapaate'tanee coodamnant la ville de Danas fournir 2,000 hommes i Tarmée 
Aguile. Prix de rachat fixé & 20,000 piastres, de ceux. qui se troavent en 
1,000 42° 2000 conscrits et qui appartieament 4 des families nobles, Plus de 
Hommes expédiés déja 4 Beyrouth pour étre diigés vers Constantinople. 











[Arrestations joumalidres pour la conscription, Emprisonnement des personnes 
onal i aan réunion, sur la présidence de Fuad Pasha, do 
bene: de Gere Fs dégradation et  condamné a étre: fusillés— 

J. Le Lieutonant-Colonel Ali Bey, Commandant lors des événementsy le 
Le Ce neColonel Osman Bey, Commandant Ja_garison 
Fins Chet de bataillon Mehemmed Ali Aghs, Commandant Is garnison 3 
pert ‘outre Je Sons-Commandant de In gurnison de Hasbéy Mebemmed Ali 
sonal ora anigac a ein 
wentence est ajournée, Jeur confrontation ayer les accusés qui se trouvent # 
Bera Goan Bay, Licstensnt-Coloaé Commandant & Deit-cl-Kamar, 6% 
ct = ee senast Coboe, Commandant a Bledidin pros Deireh 

amar. 


Id, id. Havis Agha, Sous-Commandant de Deir-el-Camar, 


————— 
Tnclonure 3 in No. 172, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, September 8, 1860s 


1 

IN reference to my dexpatch of the Sed: instant, marked confid lontial, 
have the honour to stato that, on further consideration, 1 came to the onclse 
oe 


tion that, however desirable Fight comer to be that Fuad Pasha al 
von is Independently and ax cnotgetically as posible in. reference 
wet seunate'perants convicted of such atrocious crimes, yet that my insta 
Hone would not justify we in allowing him to sapposo either that yoursel 
Hee Mays’ Coxeenient were prepare 9 teats co him the cours 
po desirable he should purse . 
might aan Tene rived, untew: he ahould seem disposed to commit niensell 
publicly to too lenient n sentence, i which caso T shoal have entreatal 
Pore until ths Conmmlaslon was wsacmbled, to act with extreme call 
%© Pro vcontont myself with ascertaining in favour of what courvo he hi 
seoused to inline 
"On the oceasion of the first conversation I had. with him he appeared’ 
ne to desire to speak of Ahmet Pasha with some slight degree of fa 
thoogh he admitted his guilt was of © 10 de abe 
Aeath, ‘The next day, however, 1 cltency was good 
on mi, his aoe in, regan to him womed somawhat ch 
Hated tho had thoughts of ordering his immediate execution 
tion of such x cutirat Tconfons Taaid nothing to discourage him, and T a 
permitted myself the remark, that the greater the vigour h \ displayed the 
Preasfon would the Comission find for usurping his authority. 3 
T cannot bat think that his Excellency has come 0 a judicious deci 
aus I trust that your Hxcellency will give me, persion to intimate f@ 
oar approval of his conduct, ’ 
Your pyre pechine necessity Fuad Pasha should Teave Damascus for Bey 
His absence Will, probably, kit acconsiderate time. During the inter ip 
Ho sirable Hie shoul wee the tranquillity of the city by an exbibition 
severity, which sboul ete ingen cue By the gone, of his 
ss frst ariived, but which time was beginning to effuce. For 
finn vanes to submit to your Excellency in my last despatch, it ve 
eal that go great responsibility as that cntailed by the execution 
Me atould by assumed by the proper person before te arrival ¢ 
Pashiviscon; and laxtly, this supreme act of justice became a not us 


169 


Conchnsion for the first act in the terrible drama which has been displayed in 
tis country. 
‘The French Consul here, M. Ontrey, a remarkably clever man, expressed 
tome his regret at what he called Fuad’ Pasha's undue precipitation, but 1 
id not think it necessary to controvert his views, In M. Outrey’s opinion, the 
Masmeres at Damascus are connected with something which ‘has proceeded 
from Constantinople. He even goes 50 far ax (o attribute them, not 
inde to the Miners ofthe Sultan—that he diselains but roan exaggeration 
6 general policy of the Porte; and he argues that, by Ahmet Pasha’s 
ath, sal inc the ceo the eosrcy " woulisin bees, however, 
‘slficient reply to this objection to state, that the pending trials of 
oe Le ia, Tahir — and many others, all of whom, must be 
nixant of such « plot should it indeed’ exist, would give ample opportu- 
niles for ling ‘he wrt aR io 
‘am convinced that, in orderiug the execution of Ahmet Pasi, his 
Bxcellency has acted in the interest of his Government. Any acts of acverity 
Yowhich it may be necessary for the Commixsion to urge him hereafter will 
Appear to occur Jess at their dictation than as the natural sequence of a line 
Policy his Excellency will have already inaugurated. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclonure 4 in N 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Bi, 


the FL HAVE the honour to infirm your 
Instructions contained ia a despatch Lord Jolin Russell, No. 8 of 
Muh ultimo, immediately on my arrival at Damascus, 1 brought under 
Pasha's consideration the ease of the unfortu ae and women that 
‘mipposed to have been carried off to Moslom harem during the late 
turbances. In reply, his Exeelle red me, that in consequence of 
having the penalty of death Moslem who: aon 
any Christian woman, he had reason to believe that all thowe 

dito 

e native 


Damascus, September 8, 1860, 
elleney that, in complinnee with 


hill has su 
tn ty 


t distancos by Koords afd others, and will probably be sold. In the moan 

Tinve taken means to ascertain, both at Beyroat and, at Damascus, 

fe umber and the names of the mia gle and ehildren of both sexes. 
other chance preseuted itself, which I have not thought it pru 

Fesident at Damascus an English lady, now married to an 

peculiar position she has frecr access to the native 

iene than any other Exropean, She has been good enough to promise to 

PME every effort to second onr enous we Imimated to her that 

Should be rvady to place a certain at hor dispouil, to be 

fUPloyed in procuring suitable emiseries to discover where the poor nnfor- 

Rex remaining in Damascus way be hid, 
onfexe I do not articipate great success from her exertions, but it 
that perlays trough er istrnentaiy alone could anything bo 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 








Inclosure 5 in No. 172, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, September 8, 1860, 
1 THINK it is as well to report to your Excellency the substance of 
conversation T had with M. de Besufort ¢’Haatpoul, the General in ot 
of the French troops at Beyrout. ‘The General having been we 
call upon te at Paris, immediately upon my arrival in Syria, 1 proceeded #8 
return his visit. During the course of our conversation, which was strictly a 
aan unollicial character, he infprmed me that he and his ‘army having re 
inactive for three weeks nt Beyrout, and the Druses still being in frit 
‘posession of Maronite villages, within an hour's march of his camp, while (6 
unfortunate inhabitants were lying about the streets of the town; he had 
; 1 tention of commencing the campaign on his o¥8 
responsibility, Excellency would at once indicate to hie in what wf 
he wished to employ him. 1 am bound to add thatenothing could be mote 
te than the Tanguyge in which this sotnewhat energetic resolve 5 
il, It is in consequence of this summons on the part of the Fi 
General thot Fuad Pasha has started this evening for Beyrout. His Bxcelleney 
stated incidentally to me that the impatience of the Prerich General caused hi 
great unoasiness, that he was affaid any premature movement upon the patt 
the French troops might compromise the arrangements he himself had made ff 
conducting the campaign against. the Druser, and that it wax his object to we) 
hix utmost endeavours to induce M, de Bewufbet to postpone his intentions until 
the arrival of the Coninissioners. 
T beliove Fuad Pusha'e plan is to intercept the-eseape of the Druses 
the Lebanon to the Haiiten, by an intervening cordon composed of po 
Arab tribes, 
‘na few days I shall be able.to give your Exectlency fuller information 08 
thie point. 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Anclosure 6 in No. 172, 
Lao rd Dufferin. to Sir. H. Bulwer. 


Bir, Damascus, September 8, 1860. 
1 HAVE. the honour to inclose for your Exeellenoy’s information op) 
a confidential despatch I have addressed to his Uixcelle wy Fuad Pasha on 
tubject of Mr. Graham's imirder, 
Lhave, &e. 
Bigned) DUFPERLN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Inclosare 7 in Noy 17 
Lovd Dufferin to Fuad Pasha. 


Excellenoo, Danas, le Septembre 8, 1360. 

SAL Thonneur de remettre & votre Excellence wne bnive note i Pégart Ot 
meurtre de M. Genbata, sn do nos Missionnaires, 

Votro Excellence sapercevera qu'il y a quelque incertitude wur identité 
do mourtrier 

cccln ne soit pas now étonner loraqu'on refléchit sur les cireonstanee 

da lea le crime fut commis, ot que pontedcre pas un acal de cea: 
font 6té gémoins dv mourtre le.trouve dansxon intérit de dénoncer le eriminel 
dele mettre entre Tes maiow’de Ia justice, : 

Win meme tems i aexite pas la re doute quil_y a plusieoty 
pertonnen qui seraiont A sndme de donner A votre Excellence les reaseignemes 
hécessaires sur ee nyjel, et jespirerni que par les efforts et lo mile de la 


bie 


Yotte Excellence apprendra pour certain Jes moms des 
‘cougatles, et parviendra i les faire arréter. ‘ 

Tespire que votre Excellence me pardonnera si jalfinme que je le regarde 
comme une mesure de premiére importance que les meurtriers de ce monsicur 
soient puni avec la derniére sévérité. 

‘Yotre Excellence ne manquera pas de voir quel c'est absolament nécessaire 

Ja population de Damas soit couvaincu que la Porte est résolu d'entourer de 

profection Ia plas inviolable les personnes de tous les Raropéens qui se 
trouvent dans la ville. Les Chrétiens de ce province peuvent au moins se fier 
Pour leur sécurité 4 leur connaissance de la Yangue et des mavurs dw pays, mais 
tn fa n'a autre garantie pour sa sécurité que celle qui provient de 
Minviolabilité attachée & sa personne par lo Gouvernoment Ottoman, | Jtonerain 
Ainsi soumetire 1 votre Excellence que i vous eumiex ln bone fortune de 

mvrir les meurtriers de M, Graham, il serait a désjrer que Wexseation soit 
conduite d'une maniére si publique et si formelle qu'elle faxse uno viv 
permanente linpression sur Ia poptlation de Dagnas, et qu'elle Your voit a ja 
un exemple duu danger qui leur attend si flx osent mot{ro Jour main sur an 


n. 
Mais lnissant le dénoucment de cotto triste affaire entre lox maine da votre 
fellence, je me tourne A T'accomplisement d'un dovoir beawcoup plus 
agréable, 
Creat celui de remervigr votre Excellence de Fximable et gracieuse reegption 
We Yous aves b ‘me donner. Je ne ditai pas combien j'a) sa appricior 
THaniére bienvelllante dans laquelle votre Exeellenco m\'s fail sontir quo cost 
Yotre désir d'cablir les relations que J'aural Vhonneur davoir avec yous sur Te 
Pied d'une amiti¢ sinedre ot cordiale. 
Je puis vous autor que rie! ne manquera de ma part pour mériter votre 
nee, 
‘uittant PAngleterre mon Gouvernement ma prévenu qu'il était son 
Mésir que tous mes efforts soieut dirigés A maincenit Tautorité de votre Excole 
Fence dans Vexceution de vos tristes dovoirs, et i n'est pax nécossaire de votis 
ire avce quelle cordialité jo mvemprowerai d'accomplir eette tache, 
‘gird regretter que Tappui et Fencouragemont. quo mon Gouvorne- 
ire vous donner ne soit moins eftienco qu'il w'aurait pu I'itre wl quelque 
«d'une plus grande expérience ousse 60 eluist pour le roprésenter. 
jence a eu Ia bonté de me dire que je pourrai me permettre de 
Seulement en tna capacité officielle de Commisaire doa 
Majesté, wais aumi comme votre ami personnel. 
Bn faisant part & votre Rxcellenco de tems en tems des vues de mon 
Gouvernement jfespire que no w'oublicrai jamais In déférence wt le texpoct. qui 
te position, aux grands talents, et nu caractdre. perso 
fe votre Excellence, ot xi jamnts joer} profiter do la porris 
raver donné de saoumettre A votre considération mex opinions particuliires. sur 
Un aijet queleanque jo prierai votre Excellence de a6 rappeler que «ext votre 
ote qui m'aura eneourngé et quo co sera avec in plus hnute mpprésiation de 
Vindalgence de volre Excellence «ue joxerai profiter dun tel privilige, 
Aries, &e. 
Bigné DURFERIN, 





No, 173. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lori J. Russell, (Received September 21,) 
(Ro, 061.) 
My Lord, Therapia, September 12, 1860. 
IMMEDIATELY on the receipt of your Londship's despatch No, 486 of 
4.40, on the subject of the unfortunate women who were carried. off by 
the Druses, I addressed an official note to Aall Pasha, and a dewpateh to Lord 
Dufferin, copies of which I have the honour to inclose herewith. 5 
Talia wrote to Fund Pasha in the sense of your Lordship's tnetraetion, and 
A doubt not that his Excellency, in conjunction with his colleagues, will use 
This utmost efforts in rescuing these unfortunate persons from their lamentable 
situation, 


HL. BULWER. 

















Inclosure 1 in No. 173. 
Sir H, Bulwer to Aali Pasha. 


Sir, Therapie, September 11, 1860. 

YOUR Highness is no doubt already aware that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment considers the condition of the unfortunate Christian women who have been 
carried off by the Druses and other rebels as the question which demands the 
carliest attention of the Commissioners sent to Syria, and that Lord Dufferin is 
instracted to press upon Fund Pasha and his Europesn colleagues the necessity 
of taking immediate measures for rescuing from their lamentable situation those 
unfortunate women whose sufferings eall forth the strongest feelings of sympathy 
on the part of all Christian nations. 

Tam therefore instructed by Her Majesty's Government to press this 
matter most urgently on the Porte, and to say that it admits of no delay; and 
At the same time to request that the necessary instructions be at once forwarded 
to Fuad Pasha directing him, in eonjanetion with his European colleagues, 10 
take prompt measures for attaining the object in view, and also for taking: such 
stops ax may appear most advisable in order to pravide for the maintenance of 
theso poor women until they can find permanent homes and means of 


nubsixtonce, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 1. L. BULWER. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 173, 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord Dufferin. 


‘Theropia, September 11, 1800. 

ware of tho views of Her Majesty's Government with 

respect to the Christian women who have been earried off hy the Druses and 
other rebels, and whose condition demands the earliest attention of the Com: 


of your ooftoagoen and 
sl ecco in rescuing, Inot all, at nat tho greatent vumbor, of these Unfor? 
‘unate persons from their provent terrible situation, 
Tam, &e. 
(Bigned) H, L, BULWER, 





No. 174. 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —(Received September 21.) 
(No. 02.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, September 12, 1360 

I TAYE the honor to inclose, herewith, a précis of late dexpatches 
addremad to me by Her Majesty's Consuls in Syria having reference to passing 
‘events in that province, 
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Inclosure in No. 174. 


Pricis of late Despatches from Her Mojety's Consuls in Syria to Sir H, Bulwer, 
up to August 29, 


PROPER measures have been taken by the Turkish authorities to put a 
‘top to disorders in the neighbourhood of Sidon and to coerce the Druses if 
Recessary. 

‘The ex-Sersskier and Governor-General of Damascus has been sent back 
to Damascus with the other military officers, under arrest, to take their trial 

About 5,100 Freach troops, including 200 cavalry, have arrived at Beyrout. 

immense stores and ammunition, and mules for the carriages of field:pieces. 
‘The French occupation is viewed with the utmost aversion by the Mahomedans, 
Mbilst. the Christians are overjoyed at the arrival of the French. Neither 

stians nor Mussulumans disguise their feelings. Tho irritation of the latter 
‘out -occasionally in sneers and insults to the former, but owing to the 
timely arrival of Ahmed Kaiserli Pasha, und the energetic steps taken by him, 
‘dled to a proclamation issued by him, no disturbances. are likely to occur in 


st, on the one hand, relief and security have followed the appearance of 
the French, on the other band, much disappointment is expres tthe none 
Arrival of English troops, whose presence, people say, would have calmed an 
feamurel the Malonctane 
News from Damascus is satisfuctory—the exceutions had commenced. On 
the 20th instant a considerable number of rioters, including some notables, were 
ged ‘of the lese guilty were to be seat as 
Prisoners to Ieyrout for embarkation for Constantinople, 
The Druses continue to maintain the same attitude and determination ns 
retofore 


0 contin 
demoed, will be given to Mr, Brunt. 
The ex-Scraskier has been tried, but hix nentonco is uot yet pr 
Osan Tey of Hasbeya is under tral. Sheikh Abdallab-cl-Halabee 
Of the Ulemaas of Daroascus, and considered ax a Saint, bus becn arrested, which 
has created snuch senaation. Mufti Ghozee Rfendi, Mohamed Said Bey, both 
Yory influential men, have also been taken, 2,000 Christian fimilies are Todged 
in one of the best Turkish quarters of the city, and three other Moslem quarters 
Ae to be gives up for the Christians 
At the suggestion of Me. Irant that the property of the condemned should 
eontiscated, in order to compensate the Christians, Fuad Pasha sald that 
‘SaAfication was no longer legal, 
‘General «'Hantpoal. propores going to Damascus to sco Fuad Pasha, 
Artempts are being made by the French party to establish Christian rule 
Throughout the Lebanon under  Shehab, and Bunir Majid and Emir Kas are 
‘Candidates spoken of, 


No, 175. 


Lorit J, Russell to Sir It, Bulwer, 
(No. 529,) 
(Bxtmect,) Foreign Office, September 22 1860. 
I SAW M. Musurus yesterday, and expressed to him a qualified. satis- 
faction at the punishments inflicted by Fuad Pasha at Damascus 
1 pointed out to him that Khoorshid Pasha had not yet been tried, and 
the Christians driven from their homes had not yet returned to them. 





2X 








No. 176. 


Earl Coley to Lord J, Russell. (Received September 22.) 
Qo. 1,288.) 
My Lord, Paris, September 21, 1860, 

1 HAVE spoken to M. Thouvenel, a» instructed by your Lordship’s 
Aespateh No, 967 of the 15th instant, relative to the French forces in Syria, with 
a view of ascertaining how long they were likely to remain, and whether it 
would be necessary to reinforce them. 

M. ‘Thonvene! replied that he was without any information which would 
enable hima to answer may questions. Thad accidentally seen. the Minister of 
War previowly, and I-had put similar questions (0 his Excellency, who 
answered as M. Thouvenc! had done. General Beaufort, he added, had gone 
to Damaseus to put himself in communication with Fuad Pasha, and his next 
reports would probably throw moro light upon the future. Marshal Random 
id not anticipate the necomity of sending reinforcements unless operations 
were to bo undertaken by the European troops. Fund Pasha was said to be 
at the head of 15,000 men, n force amply sufficient to keep the country quiet. 

M. ‘Thouvenel appeared to vhink that the Commision would best be 
enabled. to judge when the French conld return, and he expromed 
apprehensions that this would hardly be possible for the moment, as there 
would bo great danger of a reaction on their departure. 

T reminded M.'Thouvenel that the season was fart approaching wheu the 
coast af Syria would become dangerous for the aquadrons, and when the 
nnding of reinforcements would become a matter of difficulty, and 1 said that 
were it deemed necemiary to send reinforcements Her Majesty's Government 
were propared to furnish a part of them, His Excellency expromed great 
satisfaction at this annonncement. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 177. 


Lord J, Ruslh to Karl Cowley. 
(No, 951.) 
My Lond, Foreign Office, September 22, 1860. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 123 of tho 2st instant, reporting & 
convornation with M. ‘Thonvene! with reference to the slay of the French troops 
in Sia and the neces for relaforcing them by the dip ofthe remaining 
umber’ of troops specitied in the Convention, of which, in case they were 
roquired, Her Majesty's Goveramont would be prepared to send a portion, 

I hive ta aate fo your Excdlleney, in reply, That the season getting 100 
late for the safe landing of such reinforcements on the const of Syria, and Her 
‘Majesty's Government's hope they will not be needed, 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL, 


No, 173, 
ir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Resell —(Reccived September 24.) 
‘Therapia, September 12, 1860, 


think 
Tam going to 
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Inclosure in No. 178. 
List of Persons condemned to Death by Fuad Pasha, 

[See Inclosure in No, 168.] 
EE a ek 
No. 179. 

Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 


Foreign Office, September 24, 1860, 
I HAVE received your deqmich No. 6 of the Sth, instant, inclosing 
of your several despatches of the Sth of September addressed to Her 
ty's Ambassador at Constantinople, respecting the state of affairs in 
‘and T have to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government approve your 

‘as reported in those despatehes, ‘ 
am, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No, 180, 
Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Ruswoll— (Received September 20:) 


Beyrout, September 8, 1800, 
HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith for your Lordship's information 
‘of further despatches which I have this day addremed to Her Majesty's 
jor at Constantinople, in conformity with the instructions contained. in 


Lardship's despatch No. 2 ay 3 
have, &e, 
Gigned) —' DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Tnclomro | in No, 180, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir Hl. Bulwer, 


Beyrout, September 8, 1860, 
J HAVE the honour to inform you that f arrived here yesterday afternoon 
yacht, which his Highnew El Hami Pasha, son-in-law to tho Saltan, 
Personal friend of may own, wax good enough to place at my disposal, 
ee Yet none of my European colleagues have reached Beyrout, ‘The Aus 
Commissioner had not been appointed when T quitted Constantinople, 
ian and Prossian Comuissioners were not to leave that city until 
xy. the Sth instant, and the steamer which is to bring ML. Béclard 
Aloxindria is still at anchor in this bay; it is not probable, therefore, that 
mission can mect for another cight or ten days, 
Undor these circumstances I propose, in obedience to my instructions, to 
ff at once into communication with his Excellency Fuad Pasha, the 
Commissioner, and to employ the time which must necessarily elapse 
tlore our other colleagues can assemble, in acyusinting myself with the actual 
n of affairs, and the state of the country. 
ith this double object in view, I have arranged to start to-night for 
Pitescus. T shall remain there probably three or four days, and then return 
Merrout in time to meet my colleagues ou thes arrival 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 180. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Babwer. 


Beyrout, September 

IMMEDIATELY upon my arrival at Beyroat I put myself into coolie 
dontial-commmniention with Admiral Martin, the Commandér-in-chief, 
with Mr. Moore, Her Majesty's Consul-Genoral. { 

Thave been informed by these gentlemen, and a private letter addressed’ 
to me by Major Fraser from Datwascus, under date of the 30th of At 
confirms their report, that Achmet Pasha, late Governor of the city, has bed 
tried, condemned, and sentenced, but that hissontence, whatever it may be, hat 
not been yet mado public, 

Your Exeellency has been good enough to instract me that, in 
opinion it is a matter of great importance that a due measure of justice should 
be prospl ‘tealt out to thowe who are. chil responsible for what has lately 
‘occurred in this: unbappy provinee, ‘The Instructions I have rectived fo 
home aro concelved ia the samo xpirit, Under thes eércummtances it seem 10 
me desirable that I should low no time In communicating to hia excel 
Fuad Pasha your Exeolieney's opinions and the sentiments of Hor Majo 
Government In rogant to the line of conduct It is expected ho will purs0e | 
towards the nian, fo whose imbecility, or to whose connivance the atrocl 
committed at Damascus may be maialy atteibuted, 

In delaying to pronounce sentence upon this ogregions offender, hie Exedk: 
Jeney may be fufluenced alther by a desire to await tho arrival. of the Comite 
sion tn onler to compel them fo stare the odjum he is likely to incur bY 

‘duo gevority upon a personage of such rank and importance os te 
hy a habit of hesitation not I beliove altogether foreign to 
Exeellency's character, 
the event of tho first supposition proving correct, I shall venture &® 
submit to his Excellency's consideration whether it might not be very 
‘undesirablo that so grave x function as the juaishment of crime should app 
to bo oxerciaet at foreign dictation rather than proceed from the spontancoas 
exertion of tone plenary powers which have Reco entrant. 7 
Govoramont for the expres purpose of assuming the execution of full and 
speedy justice on the guilty, Th on the other tial, 1 should perceive the 
delay to arise from infirmity of purpoms, oF an Weplaced regard to cea 
I shall endeavour to reprysent to- his Excellency that tho onuse of husnanity 
Will be best served: by such a signal example being now given as will BE 
calculated to prevent for the future so fatal a dorelietion of duty on the part 
of persons placed Jn bigh authority, and the consequent repetition of ail 
scones Of carnage. 

He bs pomible, however, that the intentions of the ‘Turkiaty High Come 
miniooer may be of a different nature. As yet, I believe, Fuad Pasha tit 
dealt with fow or nowe but native Syrianw. ‘The degen of paiishment he 
evpand to mote ont to tho higher Turkish officials Inculpated. in the coma 
Siow of, theno, crime ix. as yct unknown. It is pomible ho may seck by «8 
execution of n oine of meaner criminals to engage Europe to remit Ue 
Dertinacity with: which slic ix propaeed to tavibt on the pankshment of thos 
who from theit high station were most responsible for what. hn ocet 
‘Tho xentence he now holds over the hewl of Achmet Prsha may be so culpal 
Toniont ax altogether to disappoint tho expeetation of the Christian Govert 
monty yor that wentenee once promulgated, and. his Excelleney once publiclfy 

ted Lo it, ould be become almoxt irrevocubie, c ‘ 

isin the contemplation of such s contingency that 1 have considered It 

my duty to take the earliest opportunity of preeing on the consideration off 
is Excolleney the opinions your K:xeellency hax wished. me to convey to hist 
id ‘my Topresentations are ineffectual, that itis jmpossl 

to Induce his Excelloney to refrain from exhibiting a lenity xa inconsiderate 

it ix partial, T shall entreat hint, st ll ovents, to pase before he compromise 

his liberty of action, by publicly committing himself toa sentence fe might 

hervafter bo anxious (0 recall, until he shall have had an opportunity of ou 

sulting with the European Commissioners now on their way to Syria. Tt is most 


| the tino of conduct that 


NT 

inspiration, that the justice of the Porte should appear to be the result of foreign 

arable but even thisisa lesser evil than thatan attempt should be made to 

Whitewash, in the blood of an ignorant and fanatical popalace, the responsible 
Pemonages who either instigated or connived at their execsses. 

In bringing this subject under his Excellency's notice, 1 shall, of course, 

ly abstain from indicating the character of the penalty it. might be 

ible to inflict on the late Governor of Damascus. That must be measured 

‘by the nature of his guilt, and the extent of his connivance in the Inte massacres. 

Imbeciity, however disastrous in its consequonces, may seem tu fall short of 

extremity of guilt. A distinction might be drawn between a reluctant 

lance, the result of terror, and a malicious complicity. But with the 

responsibility of deciding between such delicate rhades of culpability, 1 

iL suco itis not tho wish of Her Majesty's Government that 1 should charge 

‘The high fanctionary who constituted the tribunal before whom the 

is have been arraigned, who has superintended all ite proocedings, who 

‘as investigated the evidence, and into whose hands his Sovervign has confided 

roel Gf jostice and an unlimited power of life and. death snow singly 

i 
of 


‘© to oxercin tho powers confided to his patriotism and to 


deeretion, 


ream upon his immediate consideration, though 
ie case of the Christian women that have been 
carried off to Mussulman hares. 
conclusion, 1 ean only say that I trust your Exeelleney will approve of 
ave thas traced ut for myacl®. 1 am painful 
‘of tho responsibility Tam undertaking. My inoxporionce naturally leads 
M0 to entertain mixgivings to which a person more used to such situations 
ite inaonsible, but 1 feel that the state of alfaire in thix country is 40 
that tho beat way in which [can khow my eonso of tho confidence Hor 
y's Government has been pleased to place fn me will be by endeavours 
Wact with energy and addin, ara 
have, Ke. 
(Gigned) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


P81 havo reason to believe that the numbor of French troops here 
0 7,200. S 


No. 181. 
Consul Brant to Lard J. Russell (Received September 20.) 


Damascus, September 6, 1860, 
to inclose herewith copy of my despatch of the 30th 
SE we hers tee netiey ec tee 
ring the late disturbances, and giving some of the casues of the 
tt Bumasces. 
Lhave, te. 
Gigned) JAS. BRANT. 




















Tnclosure in No, 181. 
Consul Brant to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Darmasces, August 30, 1860. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch No. 
Confidential, and I beg to nssure your Excellency that your sympathy 
approbation gave memo small degree of satisfaction, and I feel grateful for the 
Kind snanner in whieh it as expressed. 

T cannot say that the most perfect calmness on the part of all my 
colleagues would have changed materially the result of the outbreak, foe 
Bothing liar won avs given sel pameesion tothe e-Mail. Ave 
alight dogree of courage on his part would have. prevented the calamity, 
tvhen be allowed the H-dipposed vo work out thesr ben will unchecked, and left 
in abeyance so completely his funetions ns head of the Government, nothing 
could be done by the subordinate employ 

T observed to Ahmet Pasha that when the Musulman boys were set 1 
areep the streets of the Csitian quarter in chai, precautions should 
been taken to repress a posible outbreak ; he replied that it would have beet 
wel, asthe plot was prspare, and had not this pretext been found, sa 
‘other vould have served the purpose. I then asked him what was then done 
by the sceret police, of whowe aetivity and intelligence he hd boasted, that 
was not informed of the plot; to this he gave no answer. At one. times, 
however, he pretended that there was a plot, at another that no such existed: 
L have not yet scen any distinet evidence that an organised plot was formed: — 
‘The dapoion to plunder and mule the Christians no dot was very seo 
but tho exhibition of. vigour on the part of the Government, it is univ 
acknowledged, would have repressed it. 

‘The soldices recruited in Syrin were not to be depended on, as was evident 
from their eonduet at Hasbeya and Rasheya, and thew very men were 
selected to guard the Christian quarter on the oceasion of the Beiram, and 
ruprom the authreak, ‘This certainly looked suspicious, but I believe the 
reason was that the Mushir was afraid of them, and wished to remove theti 
from the Soral, ani preserve for his own protection—which alone acemed, 
eu hs thoughts the welhsposed men. 

Pho exeMushir is now on his trial, mod must justify hie conduct amd 
‘explain his motives a4 best he enn. What goes on iy kept quite secret, a 
nono but the mombers of the Court are cognisant of the proceedings. ‘The 
pablie tnind mst judge of them by tho final result, which is nelfovident if bE 
ause be deelded, aot hy favour bat by the justicn of the eax 

Tf the mrme: of the people be eorreet there will inevitably be conceal: 
ment, bat Twill not suppose the surmise alladed to to have any foundation, at 
Twill not anticipate x0 blameable w course from his Exeelleney Fuad P 
from the suspicion of which, I think, his proceedings thus far shonld exempt 

i 

In my opinion Ahmet Pasha ia guilty of gros incapacity in his mode of 
treating his Meds, ani in-not taking. precautionary measures often 
to him; of obstinaey, in maintaining In his post his ‘Tufenkgwo Bashi, who a8 | 
notoriowsly incompetent, against the repeated warnings of pervons of ail cl 
{or weeks before the outhrvak ; for not endeavouring to rercue the Christians 

ya and Raabeya, although be repeatedly promised todo 90, being wa 
danger; for not making any effort to the attack on 
for perfect, indifference to at lens, f not connivance at, the wnssacres of the 
Christians by the Druses, regarding which he is reported to have said that thet® 
wore two great evils in Syria, the Christians and the Druses, and that the” 
massacres of either patty waa & gain to the Turkish Goveroment ; for the most 
nary want of foresight me to ho consequences of what wae going. OB 
hen matters became more critical, of being still more obstinate 
inactive, until at Inst he appeared to be paralyzed by fear: for nevor appease 
rrithout the Serai at the ead of his troops, either to prevent the outbreak 
the commencement, oF Love ee mawncre afterwards, of even to arrest te 
‘conflagention,, For such neglect of duty, and ineapacity’ in_ an emplo 
ae ene euch arreal cowardice In Genera Ofieer, Wy. voice 
Lives of probably 10,000 Christians wero sacrificed, besides the intense mise# 
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‘Stcasioned to twice as many by wounds and sufferings, by loss of parents and 
Telations, and of property; by the disgrace hrought on. his Sovereign, by the 
tain on his country, and the indelible stain on his religious faith, supposing 
even nothing but incapacity for his high functions and cowardice as an officer 
de proved, the punishment of a disgraceful death has been merited. 

Tt would indeed produce most lamentable consequences were this contest 
to degencrate into a religious condict; but such a result is. not improbable, 
unless very great discretion and forbearance be enforced on the Christians of 
the Lebanon. ‘Their conduct, for some years past, has been marked by an 
intolerant and irritating spirit; and at Beyrout, now they have taken courage 
lat the presence of French troops, they have directly become insolent and 
Provoking towards tho Musealmans, and if such behaviour be not sovercly 
Teyressed by ther religious Chiels great inconvenienge wll rel. 

‘The incidents of thy war, in which Drases and. Matonites were al 
Sdticerned, must be considered apart from tho manseres at Hasheyn, Rasheya, 
And Deir-cl-Kamar, which were perpetrated in cold blood after the Christians 

surrendered their arns on their safety being guaranteed by the ‘Turkiah 

cers commanding the gurrisons. IL might have been impossible for the 
authorities to have hiodered of arrested the war, but it wax in their power to 
Taye prorented the massacres, and therefore they tay be charged with having 
allowed thom, This given to these massacres a character of enormity, inde- 

Jent of tho war, ‘Tho muxsscre of Daunaseus was no further connected with 


fetuporarity, and was not allowed to revive while tho province was attached to 
|. Bince the restoration of Syria to the Sultan, the local Government 
yearly becoming more lax, and fanaticism bas been 
hha made 


vulmans. 


them, 
‘ny 


their breasts: no doubt, 
ple were not sorry to xoe the Christians humbled, Perhaps 














eager to promote, rather than Suppress, a movement which would gratify their 
Tustful passions and their love of plunder, 

T have already stated that uo conduct on the part of my colleagues would 
have altered the course of events, [need not therefore refer farther to them, 
thot to the aluestion of what was the result of unpremeditated accident, and what 
of premeditated design, on which subject Ihave sufficiently enlarged, With 
respoet W Fuad Pasha, it would be dificult to form a correct estimate at the 
prevent moment. " His Excellency has acted with decision, though some persons 
{Wink that he might have been lem scrupalous on such an extraordinary occasion 
by avarding punishment on slighter evidence, us it was notoriously difheult 10 
‘obtain all that would have been desirable in ordinary eases. The course adopted 
by bi Esclloney wayrltinately lead to. fli dicavery of everything. 9 
could have beet munde byw more direct but less formal proceeding, and bis 
Excellency must be judged by the result of the inquiry when terminated, and 
by the completeness of his final success, He never probably could have ima- 
gine how diffienlt i¢ was to obtain proofs of what had pamed, nor of the 
Timber of reapactable persons implicated, who thwarted him at every step; thix 
has only gradually opened on bis tind, abd hax rendered his course lew prom 
aand decided than it would have boon under different circumstances. —T hope his 
Bxcallency may apply tho remedies nocemary to a final settlement with utcom- 
promising’ steranem; it is needed to break the pride and fanaticism of the 
People, which have beon vo greatly excited and so much inereased by the whole 
Afr, Tho time ix not yet como to think of conciliation, and it would be 
impolitic and prejudicial tntil the supremacy of the Government is firmly 
cntablished throughout the country, It is dificult to conceive how the Govern= 
mont ly to be made strong: when the agents to be employed aro in general 40 

mrpetet, Where aie, energeile end ‘eelightesed’ Pankaa to be fond? I 
confers L have only met with ono in my expericnes possessing both energy and 
colightened views, and that is Fuad Pasha. Safti Pasha enjoys a high repute 
tion among the Damascenes to whom he is known, If he’ be the man be is 
represented’ and could be persuaded to nccept the post, and be allowed to 
retnain in it for five of ten years it might bem good arrangement. Khaleb 
Pasha, Forik of the troops, aid second in command here, formerly an oflicer in 
Thraliin Pasha’ arty, ty T have heard from many, an hanest, clear-headed, 
and encrgetie mas, who woul probably make mgood Civil Governor, I have 
Yet to anaver the’ elreutaes. wont with the despateb I am now replying to, but 
Jome of the subjects require consideration and time to explain what your 
Excellency reybires mo to report on. T will do so us carly aa powsible, trusting 
‘your Excellency will pardon a little delay, 


No. 18la. 


Conrul-General Moore fo Lord J. Russell (Receive September 29.) 
(No, 43) 
My Loni, Beyrout, September 14, 1800. 

LHAYVE the honour to inclose copy of my despatch of the 11th instant to 
Her Majesty's Ambaxador at the Porte, announcing the execution of Ahmet 
Pasha und other Turkish. military officers at Damascus, 

When, that despateh was written 1 had only received the bare announce- 
ment, and had but tine to communicate the intelligence ns it had reached me. 
L beg to recur to the subject, for the purpose of recording the high credit which 
his unprecedeate ck ‘of justice reflects upou Fuad Pusha. His Excellency 
merits the highest applause for the firmness which pronounced, nod the cour 
‘which carried out a sentence vindicating at once the claims of humanity and 
honour of his Government, and it is ooly after « full consideration of the 
‘attendant circumstances, a bighly excited and Gerce populace, a natural feeling 
of ayupatiy with coreligonst alone ofthe rank and dignity of the te 
Fickt-Marshal, a cause which ia the eyes of the majority of Mabometans falls 
short of crit, hat the fill ment of the act ean be appresiatd 

ave, fe. 
Gigoed) " N. MOORE. 
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Inclosure in No, 1814. 


Consul-General Moore to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, September 11, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to. your Excellency that Abmet Pasha, the 
ex-Seraskier and Governor-General of ‘Damascus, together with Osman Bey, 
‘Commandant of the garrison of Hasheya, the Binbashi of Rasheya, and Ali Bey, 
the officer in command of the troops in the Christian quarter of Damascus 
during the massacre, were shot in that city on the Sth instant, by order of ‘Fuad 
Pasha, His Excellency left immediately after the executions and arrived here 


Loni Dufferin also returned to Beyrout this morning 
ive, Se, 
(Signed) | N, MOORE. 





No. 181d. 


GConral-Geneval Moore to Lord J. Russell (Received September 293) 
Wa 44) 

My Loni, Beyrout, September 14, 1800. 

1 HAVE the honour to report the arrivalof M, Biéclard and M. Novikow, 
Se French and Rossian ‘Commissioners to Syria, ‘The Prussian Commins 

Th daily expected. It is today reported that the appointment of 
BM. de Weekbecker, on the part of Austria, is cancelled, and that Count 
adolf is named in his stead. a 

“Focday Foad Pasha iawved ausamonses to thirty-seven Draso and thirty 
five Christian Chiefs, to appear at Heyrout within five days, fuiling which 
they will be judged by defanit. Scyeral of the Druse Beys, howover, amongst 
them Reshir Bey Neked and Huttar Boy Amed, have Wlready flod towards 

Hanran, together with the iohabltanis of Biakleon, a considerable Druse 
Village, and the surrounding district, who, with thefr ChiieG the Hamadés, 

ft prominent part in the massacres 

An fr Said Bey, Djomblt, be, hs today 
Aamurance of rafety, when bo would obey f 
falling which he " prepared to fly, 1 have referred 

for his Lorishi’s eonsideration, and decison, with which | will 
aint your Lordship in a postscript if in time, 
> The? Porte’s ‘Com ner as jot ‘organited an Extraordinary Com- 
Mimion to tey the accused, similar to the one his Excellency had established 
AL Damascus, Several Mabometans of Beyrol, who took part in the riot of 
the 28d June laxt, have flod, fearing that thoy may have to answer for their 
onduct on that occasion, It ix now ascortained that they aloo joined the 
Kegular Troops in pillaging and setting Gre to the villages in tho Plain of 
sYrout. < 
‘The French troops have not yot moved, though very impatient to do so. 
T a'tanryoul we mesing. Fuad Pash on the mijeet, but no definite 
Arrangement, it is understood, has yet resulted from the conferences between 
the Ports’s Commissioner and the General-in-chif. 
‘Phere is a good deal of sickness among the Fresel troops, and. sovoral 
‘occurred. 

Tha aber of distresed refugees on the lst of our Joel’ Committee 
‘now amounts {0 12,833, in daily receipt of relief from the Committee. | ‘Tiree 
Beomnd ‘more are sobsisted at Sidon, through an agent of the Committes in 

town. 

‘Ph mortality amongst the poor refugees is very groat at Beyrout; ne 
many as twenty died yesterday from exposure to the alternate heat of the day 
‘and ‘the chills of the night. 


1 Be. 
(Gigned) “WN. MOORE, 
— 
SA 
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No. 181e. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russel —(Receiced September 29.) 
(Xo. 7) 
My Lord, Beyrout, September 14, 1860. 
THIAVE the honour to transmit herewith, far your Lordship's information, 
copies of further despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambas- 
ror nt the Porte upon the state of airs inthis county. 
have, &, 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclovaro 1 in No. 18te. 
Lori Dufferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Heyrout, September 18, 1800. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Rxcellency that M, Béelard, the 
Fronch Commissioner, and M. Novikow, the Cominiaioner for Russia, bare 
arrived at Heyrout, the former yesterday, the latter this morning, M, Weekbecket, 
the Austrian Consul-General and Commimioner, being here already, it ix only 
th abvonco of M. de Rehfues, the Representative of Prussia, that now di 
the conattation of the Comision. rts gentleman will arrive, Tain tld, 

1 week, 

His Excaleney Fuad Pasha, horever, is anxious iat tome other peras 
from Constantinople abould appear on the part of Turkey, ax he thinks that bie 
aren duiles bs Gorernot- Geant aad Commnanderin-ehict wil render i 
venient for him himself to aitend oar meetings. Ido not know what view my 
colleagues will tako of this change of plan, but Chave felt all slong that the 
conslant attendance of his Kxeellency at the of the Commisslonees 
would be almout impossible, 

When his Excellency mentioned the aubject to me, I merely observed that 
1 thought it was a matter of great importance that Turkey should be repre 
sented hy an ablo mas, who would be capable of saiccomsfully advocating bet 
Interests, as it was expedient that any dispute which anight arise shoold be 
devised ‘within the bosom of the Commimion itselt, in order to avoid the 
‘sppearance of any want of unauimity between hioslf and the Representatives 
of Europe, 

‘The (rial of Khoorsbid Pasha commenced yesterday ; that of ‘Tubir Pasha 
Ja tp bo shortly instituted. Marilee 

Yesterday, in alluding to these ponding investigations, Fuad Pasha ex; 
to me with apparent sincerity, hix determination not to inch from his duty, 
however painful it might become, coupling his remark with the observation, that 
hho now peresived that’ a more’ opportune severity at Damaacan might hare 
Prevented the landing of the French troops. At the same time 1 clearly 
gathered from certain expressions which fell from his Execllency, that he ratbet 
counted on the alfhirs of Italy absorbing the attention of the Great Powers £0 
tach a degre a wil enable him to withdraw himself and his Government fro 
beneath the preure of the publie opinion of Europe. 

In fact, Tam afraid Chat it is fear, and the exigencies of the occasion, 
rather than @ sense of justiee, that inspire his Exeelleney's policy 

In regard to the disturbances of the Lebanon, the following is Fuad 
‘Pasha’s plan:—Ho bas issued a \evclrestion, inviting all the Drase Chieftaiss 
to appear before bim within fire days, on the understanding that complete 
necurity shall be guaranteed to those who are able to clear themselves of all 
Partition in the late atrocities. Against those who fail to appear judgment 
will go hy default, 

It i probable that the persons most compromised will decline to come. 
‘Their goods will then be sequestrated, and their persons outlawed. 
So fhe as it goes, this step would seem sufficiently judicious. An opportunit 
will be given to the iamocent to separate themsclves from their more, guilt? 
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before the impending storm bursts upon the Mountain, and the 
Principle will be established that it is unjust to consider the whole Drase 
‘ation as baring been implicated in the late disturbances. 

Jn regard to the ultimate arrangement which may be contemplated by the 
‘various persons interested in the settlement of the Lebanon, it would be 
Premature to speak, At the same time, I consider it may be satisfuctory to 
feel your Excellency, Uy every opportanity, the indieaions 1 may obtain, Bow 
€rer faint, of the policy likely to be suggested by the Representatives of the 
Yarious Powers, as I shall then secure the advantage of being forearmed with 
Your Excelleacy’s observations on the various combinations which may hete- 
‘ler present themselves, I would merely beg your Excellency to remember 
‘that, as yet, whatever I forward on this calject ‘must, of course, be considered 6 
ere matter of conjecture, 

As far, then, as I have been able to. judge, I think itis Wkely that Turkey 

endeavour to maintain, in all its integrity, the prosent position of the 

in the Lelanon. She will urge the fatal inconvenience to the authority. 
of the Porte which will result from the establishment of Maronite sspremacy 
Along s0 important a seaboard, and will compare the fnfluence likely to be 
Gzereed by France under soch circumstances 19 that possessed by Thus over 
the population of Montenegro, It is even possible that, as far as econ 
its, nho will atill cling to her ancient projects of subjecting the whole 

rit to the paramount authority of a Turkish Government. 

Fran ther hand, sll perhaps, content herself with proposing, ws 
‘he basis of settlement, that, in order to prevent any future collision between 

‘two groat mountain tribes, it will be best to separate them; Ubat as it ix 

Drusos who have put themselves in. the wrong on the late occasion, it ix 

Druscs who must move out of the mixed districts, Now, to those unac- 
‘@ainted with the constitution of the Mountain, this would not appear to be aa 

project; its execution, however, would in reality imply the 
f the Druses, to the number of 60,000 oF 60,000 person 
i finnemuch aa there ix no portion of the Druse 
ricts among which Christians are not interrupted, 

the other hand, Tam hound to say that, in the opinion of Mr, Graham, 
the transference of tho entire Druse popolation from the Lebanon to the 
Mauran, would be likely to prove as conducive to the prosperity of their nation 

S63 vould wo tho tanaulity of the Mountain, sith 

‘This project, however, I will bring under your Excellency'n consideration 
fer I shall have had farther opportunities of cuamining i, < 

As to the opinions likely to be entertained on these subjects by Rusia, 
Prusia and Austria, I have had no means of forming an opinion. 

_ With England will probably reside the opportunity, should your Excellency 
esire mo to avail myself of it, of proposing a compromise between the extreme 
Fiews likely to bo advocated by France in favour of the Maronites and hy 
furkey on behalf of the Druses. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 181e. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, September 14, 1860. 
IN reference to my despatch of the 8th instant, I have the honour to inform 
our Excellency that Fund Pasha has come to what he seems inclined to conider 
‘Stisfuctory understanding with M. de Beaufort respecting the movements of 
the Prench troops. ‘ 
In.a day or tvo, a portion of the Turkish army is to march a short distance 
iMto the interior, under General Kmety, for the purpose of occupying Deir-cl- 
‘and other positions in the mixed districts of the Lebanon, It has been 











agrocd that, shortly afterwards, detachments of French troops shall follow i 
their wake, and assist in patrolling the Mountain. By this means bis Excel 
Tency hopes to preserve intact, in the eyes of the natives, the military prestige 
of the Turks, to invest the French army with the character of an auxiliary 
‘corps, and to afford the French General the opportunity of ersploying his troops, 
‘rithout allowing bim to assume an independent line of action. 

‘There ean be no doubt but that it as been very much agatost his will that 
Fund Pasha has been induced to allow General Beaufort to march at all from 
Beyrout, bat it was scarcely possible for him any longer to withhold his consent. 
‘Tie lansruage held, moreover, by the French General to his Excellency seems 
to have been very conolliatory, He stated that, on arriving in this country, he 
became aware that it would bo his duty in some sort to sacrifice himself and bis 
renown to disappoint public expectation in France, and to abandon all hope of, 
equiring glory and of reaping laurels; at the same time, it was quite out 
the — that, having been acnt all the way from France, he should remaift 
totally inactive, more expecially while those of whore cause be was the chami= 
pion were howselos and destitute; ls troops, moreover, were becom 
Hmpalent and lek change was necessary both for thelr physical and m 
well-being. He bogged; therefore, his Excellency to make wich arrangements 
‘us tight allow him to have at least the appearance of doing vomething. 

‘Teannot bat. venture to submit to you Excellency that much language at 
hie annotate to the dntligence of M. de caufort ax Tt to. bis 
character, A perwon less capable of appreciating the situation might have 
failed to comprehend the tre naturs of hiedules any one mare seedy t stn 
to the dictates of selfishnoss and valgar ambition might have wilfully shut his 
eyes to them; by exerelsing with such sound judgment and moderation the 
fnotions which have boon delegated to him, by Karope, M. de Bewafort will 
acquire a for nobler roputation than any that was to be gained by a senseless 


earch after glory at the sk of compliating the dificaltios of « situation 
alrondy sufficiently embarrassing, 
‘Of courte, it iv quite imposible for me to offer to your Exesllency 


anything approaching to an opinion av to the charucter those military move 
nents may orontually assume, —Entelligence has reached me to-day that many 
of the Druse Chiefs re preparing to retire into the Hauran, Some mays 
probably, obey tho sammons of the Government, and surrender to take theif 
Trial, 1 can neatcely beljevo that any will attempt to make a stand in the 
Lebanon againat the combined attack of the ‘Turkish and French troops, 
Pasha expressed to mo bit at the campaign would be confined to what 
tho ealled military” promen cordon of Arab tribes he bai 
ced to the eaatwart of Mount Hermon for the purpose of interoapting the 
tive chief on their way to the Haurnn will succeed in their endeavours if 
more proMlematical; Tain not, indeed, quite prepared tosay that his Excellency 
in very anxious that they should. Above all things, it ix quite impossible t@ 
conjecture what eventualities may arise out of an endeavour on the part of the 
French troops to follow the Druses into their Rastorn fastnesses ; should it, be 
decided that M. de Beaufort is to march in that direction. ‘That the campaige 
ust ultimately extend to tho Hauran ix hardly to be doubted. 

Froin thenco salted forth Fxmail-el-Atrash, the most merciless of the Druse 
Aepredatorg, and thither will retire tho most compromised of the Lebanon 
Chieftains,” That the Turks will be able to carry the district single-handed i§ 
hardly to be expected. On the other hand, if the Prench engage in that 

‘tion of the Devt seed ‘operations now about to begin will certainly vot 
Percontined, a hia joncy Fuad Pasha has suggested, to “a militsry 
promenade,” 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


ee i, 
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No. 182. 


" Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Ruseell—(Receiced October 1) 
iis.) PR tober 1.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, Septeniber 21, 1860, 

_ | HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship 
Thformation, copies of two despatches, of this date, with their inclosures, 
Which I have addressed to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte upon the 
Progress of affairs in this country. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN ) CLANEROYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 182, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrout, September 2 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your E 
Yaformation, copy of a nominal list of the persons forming the tribanal 
Appointed to try Khoorahid Pasha. Ihave added a note indicating the 
Mligious persuasion to whieh each iadividual belongs. 
Khoors a's trial is still going on, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 182. 
‘Tribunal appointed to try Khoorshid Pasha. 


Gog President Mis Excellency Ahmed Pashia, Governor-Gen 
Governor of Smyran,_Rajoywa certain reptatio fr abil 
st pal di Mi ha P hes 

Members Admiral Mustapha Pasha. Speaks English, educated 
sernese and has served oo borrd Rogliah roe . 

2 The Mofti of th Beyrout, a Mussulman, 

3. Abro Efendi, ployé of Fuad Pasha, 
4. Moharabji Hi province. 
5. Colonel Mo i ci served 
Wadler the late Kin 

This in a better Tri 
Pot entit hapa, to very much consdenc 
To Bnd: among the’ bubjects of the Porte the cloments of 


at 


Inclosure 3 in No. 182, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H Bulwer 


Beyrout, September 21, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency copy of a notiflea- 
Uonwhich has been addressed by the Government to the Damascene 
Christians who have Bed to Heyrout for refuge to the number of #000 

aviting them to return to theie city. es 

jay a certain number of persons began to avail themselves of 
the facilities which bai afforded them for the journey. Others may 
Possibly follow |. however, that the great majority intend to 
ait until they receive from’ the Commissioners of the five Powers an 

Manimous recommendation to return 
hig |22.85 yet unable to say what may be the views of my colleagues on 

is subject: 1 confess that { myself am decidedly of opinion that these 

Ae 














unfortunate persons should be encouraged to go back. ‘Their presence if 
Beyrout is fraught with many evil consequences. ‘The women aad 
girls become demoralised; the men acquire habits of idleness and mendi- 
Eaney and above all things itis to be feared lest, when the rain comes 

‘ever and ague should make terrible havoc among the unshelter 
multitude, 

Before leaving Damascus, I inquired most anxiously of every one 
capable of giving an opinion, whetber any danger was to be apprehenth 
of a second outbreak. Mr. Brant, our Consul; M. Outré, the Consul of 

is Highness the Emir, Abdsel-Kader; Mr. Robson, a Protestant 
ry; Mr. Mashalla and Mr. nent native Christians 
al Rmety and others, havo all assured me that a r 
rin T need 1 no uneasiness on that score. 
it seems to me that it ix tw act at all, except on the supposition: 
that his Excellency is jntaining order at Damascus 

If this wero not a certainty, it would be our duty not only to prevent 

J ove from Fetal tithe, but to warn every Chistian soul wits 
its walls to eseape to the coast. 

When, therefore, my private opinion was asked upon the matter, 1 did 
not hesitate to give it in the above sepa 

M, Beclard i unwell, but I have beon informed that he takes the same 
view of the matter. 

In reference to this xubject, I have the honour to transmit to your 
Excellency copy of a letter, with inclosure, F have addressed to Major 
Fraser at Damasers 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Incloaure 4 in No, 182, 


Notif 
(Transtation,) 

UNDER the auspices of Hix Imperial Maje 
auarters of Damascus has beon provided for the Christin 
After that outbreak which hax now been suppressed, ‘The Che 
Sceupied the dwellings x0 provided, and now not x sing 
thi ‘the eaatle. ‘There are at preacot in Damascus from eighty 
to ninety ompty houses {it to be inhabited by families from amongxt you 
who will return to. th As Damascus in at prescnt undet 
the shadow of Hin Imperial Majesty, ment of tranquility 
find security, it ix incumbent upon you to retarn to it; you will Gad tha 
fll that you require ax rogards lodging and subsiatenes 

To onder to facilitate your return, comfort on the 
rond, we bave thought propor to assige 200 animals i caravan that 
shall start for Damascus. ‘Therefore, those of you that winh to 

subscribe their names, and the number of mules they may requ 
tho office of the Relief Commission, in order that upon the requinite 
number being attained, animals may be given them at the expense of the 
Governmont, and a sufficient escort to accompany them, 

His Excellency the Vali of Damascus will be written to in order th 
upon their arrienl he should: lodge them in the residences. provided, ad 
izlve thom their appointed rations : for your allowances, after fifteen days 
From thix date, will be distributed to you at Damascus, and not at 
Reyrout. 
We have, therefore, issued this notification from the office of the 
Ministry for Forcign Affview and of tho Extraordinary Special Commis 
sign to Syrin 


Dated Ist Rebi-ovod, 1277. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 182. 
Lord Dufferin to Major Fraser. 


Beyrout, September 2, 1860. 
consequence of the communication you have been good enongh to 
make me respleting the annoyances to which the Christians of Damascus 
si cull oeetsionally sxponed T have arkdresced to Abro Effendi a Mem0- 

Tandum, of which the acrompaaying. paper i & copy 
Ta happy to say that Abro Effendi bas informed me, in reply, that 
his Excellent Fund Pasha sent orders yesterday evening to Damascus, 
Sen) haditice to cake immediate measures agaist the repeti 

ch irregularities. 


Lam, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBC 


Inclosure 6 in No. 182. 
Lord Dufferin to Alo Eqfendi. 


Beyrout, September 19, 1860. 


LORD P has the honour to inform Abro kffondi that he 
thas jast received ce fr ¢ Fraser, nt Damaxcus, that, since 
hix Excellency Fuad Paxha's departare, intians in Uhat city have 
teen subjected to a certain amount of annoyance at the hands of the 
Moslem population 

‘Abeo Efendi may rely on the accuracy of thix information, ax Maj 
Fraser is a person by no means prone to exaggeration, and is particularly 
cautious in. transmitting intelligence of the truth of which he ix not 
ertain 

“Phat the Moslem population should tak ce their 
i-will towards thir Christian eltivem 80 with 
impunity, is, unhappily, to be expected, Tt migh npossible for oven 
the moat vigilant. police to control every expression of animosity : at the 
same time, where it ix so much in the Intorest of the Government to restore 
Fonlidence and to engage the fugitive Damaxcenes to roturn to ther city, 
itis absolutely necessary that extraordinary preeautions whould be taken 
Against any exhibition of malevolence, how it, on the part of the 

olen mote especially ax the slightest affront put by a 
Morlem daa Christian will be sure to give rise to a thousand exagge 
Fins. No pains ought, therefore, to be spared in pr th 
Of auch acts as these to which Major Frasor allades, and their cos 
Ought to be punished with the greatest promptitude and severity 

Bin reply to an appeal which bax been made to him for advice, Lord 
Dufferin ta © Damascene Christians now at Heyront to 
Accept tho invitation of the to return to their hon 
therefore, natural he should feel the greatest anxiety as to their future 
necurity, and he consequently ventures moxt earnestly to request that 

Micaiti would deav: his Exeellency's attention to this subject. 





0, 183. 


Borl Cowley to Lard J. Russell. (Received October 3,) 

(No. 1,281.) 
My Lon Paris, October 2, 1860. 
__ L INQUIRED, this afternoon, of M, ‘Chouyenol, whether the 
Government had received any reports from the Commander of the 
troops in Syri 

fis Exceliency said that they were in possession of nothing very 
new: that Fuad Pasha had requested General Beaufort to take 
Aan expedition haying for its object the capture of some Druse Chiefs who 
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had not obeyed the summons sent to them to appear before him ; that 
French and ‘Turkish troops were to march on this service, but that it was 
well known that the said Chiefs had long ago made their escape. 
‘To a further question which I put to him, M. ‘Thouvenel replied that 
he had not heard of the assembling of the Commission, and that he much 
the little own by the Northern Powers to make it 
jent would prevent its becoming of any real use. 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned) | COWLEY. 





No. 154. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. (Received October 6.) 


(No. 696 
My Lord, Therapia, September 26, 1860. 

IN reference to my despatch No, of the ustant, relative to 
Lord Dutforin's proceedings and vixit to Damascus, 1 have the satisfaction 
of saying, that he xcems to have acted with the judgment and discrotion 

ted from him. Ho in no wise urged Fuad Pasha to 

f ho (Fuad Paxha) did not deem that officer 

denerved a uad couaidering him guilty, and be having: 

heen regularly tried and condemned, Lord Dufferin deemed it advisable 

(and I quite agreo with hie) that hiv execution should take place forth= 

with, as the rosult of the deliberate judgment of an Ottoman authority, 

tather than at the demand of the Comminsion, which would otherwise have 
naturally macle thi 

T understand that the French Consul now deems the act in question 
premature, but not only was the French Ambassador always urging the 
ANeoution of Achmet Pasha before hix guilt had been thus regularly 
eatablished, but it also seoms to me clear that, having been established, 
tho sooner the punish ce the greater the effeet 
likely to be produced by it 

Tt appears that the French are anxious to attack the Droses, with or 
without the ‘Turks; and T gather from the French Ambassador he would 
have the leading Druses shot without trial or inquiry, which I cannot but 
think would be u Tt also appears to me but reasonable to wait 
until Faad and the French Geoeral ean combine their movements; and 

fofa fow mulberrystreos boing cut down in the vieinity of the 
inch eamp iv Hot a sufficient reaxon to break one of the esxential con 
ions of the Convention, whieh enjoined a concert between the Frene 
Commander and the Turkish Commissioner, 

Tam, however, persuaded that, though there may be some talk apon 
the matter, Count Beavfort Is too sensible a man to undertake any rash 
or hazardous proceeding, that might not only compromise the safety of 
hia army, but the engagements of his Government. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER, 


No. 185. 
Consut Browt to Lord J. Russell.—(Receieed October 6.) 


(No, 20.) 
My Lord, Damascus, September 20, 1860. 

1 MUST apologise to your Lordship for having lately discontinued 
my reports on passing events: I have been for some days so severely i 
posed that | have been unable to write, 

‘On Saturday, the Sth instant, a short time before Fuad Pasha’s 
departure for Beyrout, Achmet Agha, the ex-Mushir, Ali Bey, Commander 
of the troops in the Christian quarter of Damascus at the time of the 
butbreak, Osman Bey, Colonel at Hasbeya, and Mohammed Ali Bey, the 
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Bimbashi of Rasheya, were shot in the barrack square, the public not being 
Binbash sya, were shot in the barrack square, the publie not being 
If it had not been for Lord Dufferin’s arrival here, the execution of 
Achmet Agha might possibly have been delayed for some time further, as 
there di. not seem much desire on the part of Fuad Pasha to hasten the 
ution of this man, who, had he dove his duty, could easily have pre- 
Yented the Damascus cs Sar hee 
T know little of what bas been doing here since Fuad Pasha’s depar- 
ture; many fresh houses have been searched, in which plunder has been 
Mlvcovered, al some further arrests have been made 
All the Christians are now removed from the Castle into the houses in 
different Turkish quarters, é 
Yesterday morning at daybreak, nine persons found guilty of wander, 
wore discovered by the inhabitants hnuging in different parts ‘of the city j 
Among them was the murderer of the Itev. William Grahaun. 
‘The Christians have by no means roc c nd 1 under- 
Stand that the general desire of the poor is to get away, ‘They are often 
izht by their doors b lod by stones, and although, 
guards are made a ks, they nciz the assailants 
Yet the Christians expe itis usually where only one 
an Or 80 1 wouien that there assaulty are 
Ban ren that th i 
‘The soldiers do not show a ready disposition to protect the Christians, 
fie the latter seem quite afraid inthe presence of Montem, “Hearn that 
indly to their Christ 
utin general, 
or repagnance, 
fed wrong. 
tranquillity to restore a feeling of good 
, ya ns, ta many caso in 
Aiblo that it can bliahed, expecially where the Tossa of wives, 
Shildren, and relatives have been great, and have occurred under. painfal 
sircurmstances. 
‘The local authorities continue to supply a little money and. bread, but 
the supply will not suffice when the cold and damp weather arrives s Bring 
warmer bedding and clothing mut then be aided 
ready sickness in extending, and there being no medical assistance 
for the wufforers, a great mortality may be anticipated. In short, the 
Propect of the ‘approaching winter is sufficiently. gloomy, and deatnees 
Dread will, | fear, be added to tho other causes of auilering 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned) JAS. BRANT. 





No, 186, 


Conoul Brant to Lard J. Russell.—(Received October 6.) 


Damarcus, September 20, 1860, 
d appear from what one hears from Beyrout, that an attack 
Ti the Drusex is contemplated. Troops also ais preporie to leave 
Tamaseus, they say two battalions and two guns for Hasbeya, whithe 

Isciail Pasha (General Kmety) is reported to have directed his steps, 
#ud an extra battalion to join Mustafa Pasha, in the Haurin. "This is all 
inow at present. The Drases are themselves in great apprehension of 
Sideasour to discover the intentions of the Turkish authorities in their 

ga 
or The threatened outbreaks at Akka Latakia show that the spirit 
fanaticism is still as strong as ever, and that probably nothing but the 
(Rcupation of Syria for a time by Eurcpean troops will crush it out. It 
ight be feared that if in one point it were to raise its head, and the local 
‘overnment be too weak to put it down, a new outbreak would follow 
oB 
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throughout Syria, and even beyond; for Ido not think the Porte has 
tullicent troops at its command, and sufficiently energetic officers, 
Soppress a general outburst of fanaticism, to which the Mussulman popd- 
lation everywhere scem greatly disposed 
Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) | JAS. BRANT. 





No. 187. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rusxell —(Received October 6.) 
(No. 9.) 
My Lord, Begrout, September 23, 1860. 

LHAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of « narra 
tive I have requested Mr. Rotison to draw ap for your Lordship's informa: 
mation of te eieumetances onder which tbe masnacres of Damascus have 

‘Mr. Robson is an Irish Presbyterian Missionary. He is a person of 
sober judgment and great intelligence. He has been a resident at 
Damascus Tor eighteen years ; he speaks Arabie perfectly ; and in natus 
rally in a position to speak with very considerable authority on everything 
connected with the « 

Hi narrative, 
have already had the honour of transmitting to your Lordship, will form 
a tenatworthy and connected history of the deplorable events which have 
deluged thi« province with human blood, 

T have, &o 
igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOY! 


Taclosure in No, 187, 
Memorandum 


FROM the commencement of the war botween the Christians and the 
Druses ia Lebanon, the Christians of Damascus wero in the greatest alari), 
for their Monlom. fellow-citizens indulged constantly in very threatening 
and very insulting language towards them, Whenever they went into the 
hasaars or atreets in the Moslem quarter of the city, men and boys applied 
offensive and degrading epithets to them and their religion, cursed theats 
nd often spoke of a rining against them. ‘The repented wuccesses of the 
Druses inereaxed the insolence of the one party and the terror of the others 
‘The murders of the Christians in Kinakir, known in the city on the L1th 
of June; the massacres in Hasheya aud Rasheya; the outrages commit 
by the Moslems and Druses in villages in every direction in the surrc 
ing county, and the sight of the wrotched fugitives who flocked to the 
city for safety and food, to the number of 5,000 or 6,000, exeited and 
emboldened the Moslems, and intensified the terrors of the Christians, 

npression hegan to prevail among all sects and classes that the 

cenment ill desired nd fovented. the destruction of the Christians 

They were retained in the city the impossibility of escaping 

any uafe place. The fall of Zahieh, massacre in Deirel-Kamats 

tulded to the exultation of the Mole mdered the panic of tht 
Christians extreme and universal. 

During < time the Moslems became more assur 
and threatening ; the insulte heaped on the Christians 
shameful, and gi while the Christians became more terrified, 
subdued, ‘hey seemed to yield up at once all the right 
Ad libertion which they had gained during the last twenty-seven years 
hey did not venture to ride any animal in the city 
any inault, or complain of any injury; they abstained from demanding 

nant of debts ov enforcing claims against Moslems: they submitted ® 

once to impositions, and sometimes to assaults. ‘To avoid the abuse (® 
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Which they were exposed they ceased to frequent the cafés, the walks in 
the gardens, and other places of public resort, and almost abandoned their 
shops and business in the city. Few of them hoped that the approaching 
feast of the Kurban Beiram would pass without an attack on the 
qoarter ; and during the four days of the feast they confined themselves 
almost entirely to their houses and their own quarter. 
‘The festival began on the 29th of June. On that day troops were 
ter, aod gave some encouragement (0 them 
y knew that the Imperial troops had been present at all the 
Massacres of their brethren in the mountains, and that some of the officers 
Aud many of the men sent to their quarter had been themselves at, those 
Of Hasbeya and asheya; and the more they talked of these clei. 
lances and reflected on them, the greater becaine their anxiety and their 
distrust of the soldiers s 
Beiram passed over, and they breathed a little more freely; but 
ring of the Moslems ‘did not become less insoleat ond hoxtile, 
id as Christians and Christianity were as much insulted ax before, great 
Anxiety and terror were still fel 
However, by Mon nothing serious had happened in 
ty, and as there had been ‘no further massacres elsewhere, the 
rally persuaded themselves that the danger which had 
tified thom xo much and 80 long was nearly over. 
Teappears that some Mosle ‘pains to roaxanre them, On the 
Previous evening, the now infamous Bey-el-Hawanaly called on 
Several of the principal Christi nntone Shamy, and 
rab, 10 perauade them that there was no longer any reawon to 
they wight go to wlecp with their doors open, and he would 
arantee their perfect safety. On the Mh July, therefore, the poor 
Christinns congratulated one another that they had escaped, and they 
erally re cr a long intermission, to their usi ations 
worn erks went t0 tho Soraglia: the shopkeepers resumed 
inineas: the tradesmen wont to their work; the children were wont 


‘On that day the Pasha ordered two young Moslems to be put in irone 
or insulting Christiana, and about 2 o'clock P.st they wore nent to aweep 
the streets.” Immediately, ax if thix bad been a proconcerted signal, the 
People in the principal bazarx began to shut their shops, call on the 
feligion of Mahommed, curso infidels, exeite one another to arm and attack 
the Christians, and ran together to the Christian quarter, Almost at the 
Samo moment the mob began to collect, arm, and run from the atrects 
Adjacent to the C the Shagur, a suburb on the south of 
the city, the Medin, a large suburb on the wouth-west, and « mile and a-half 
16. two miles from the Chi quai hiyeh, a large 
suburban village two miles off, They encouraged and excited one another 

falling on their religion and Prophet, by imprecations on the infidels, 
and by crying, " Arm. arm der, b meof laughter Nas 

of slaughter has ari jmilar expressions, 

‘Phe women also stimulated the men by th ea and curses, and 
their prayers for success and vietory, At first they were afraid of the 
troops, nnd avoided the places where they were stationed, but they’ soon 
found that they bad nothing to fear from them, ‘The Bashi-Bozouks of 
Salim Agha-cf-Muhaineh, Mustafa Bey-cl-Hawasaly, and others, the 
Kurdish Trregulars under Muhammed Said Agha, the Zaptichs oF 
Police, were among the earliest and the most active in the work of murder 
hd plunder, Many’ of the Bashi-Borouks, a» those under. Havisaly, had 

0 specially enrolled to preserve the peace of the city during the 
Excitement. Phe people of the city were gradually joined during Mowday 
evening and ‘Tuesday by Druses frou the M ‘id from Jermann, 


Denso village two miles from the city, and by Moslem peasants from 
Several of the surrounding villages. But no Drose Chief nor any regular 
Druse force from a distance took part in the affair 

The mob, with the exception of the Bashi-Rozouks, were very ill 
Armed. Only’a few had muskets, some had pistols, some hnd swords, a 
Breat number had battle-axes or daggers, but the great majority had 
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clubs or sticks. Perhaps not more than one in twenty had a guo, and 
yy of the guns were of little value. 

IF the Bashi-Bozonks and Zaptichs had done their duty the insurrection 
would have been put down at once; if they had ouly abstained from 
interfering no great effort would have been necessary to quell the mob. 
As it was the troops, if they had acted with any vigour, would. probably. 
have encountered little opposition even from the Bashi-Hozouks. 

‘The Christians made no defence. It is said that a Greek fired some 
shots on the mob, and that shots were fired from two houses by natives: 
With these exceptions po resistance was offered to the murderers. ‘The 
Christinns, were almost without arms. A few young men had fowling= 
pieces, and some few had pistols, but there was pethaps not a xwoed OF 
axe amoug them. 

‘The Russian Consulate, in the centee of the Christian quarter, was one 
of the first hounes attacked, plundered, aud xot oo fire. Hisdragoman was 
Killed. Two of his servants escaped by hiding: in a cellar, where, though the 
house wns burned aver them, they romained four days without food or deiak 
Among the houses first broken into were those of the Dutch and Belgian 
Vico.Consul, the United States’ Viee-Conxul, and Mr. Frazier, an American 
mignionary, ‘The firat of those had eseaped with his family before the house 
warattucked. Me. Feazicr and his family had gone from the eity before the 
outbreak. ‘The American Vico-Consul was very xeverely wounded, and 
escaped with great dificalty. Hix two eldest sony wore not in the house; 
his whole family wore scattered, and it was several daya before thoy were 
Feunited. ‘Tho houses of the richer Christians were all early assaulted ; 
the mob being attracted by the prospect of rich plander. ‘Then the houwes 
adjoining them wero attacked, and no the plundering, murder, conflagration 
and ruin spread more and more, ‘The Greek Church and Patriarchate 
forded plunder of great value ia church ornament and plate, the rich 
‘lressen of the clergy, the patriarch’s plate, and tho money in the treasury. 


It was guarded by woldliers on the day of tho outbreak till after 
aunaet, when 1€ Was broken into, rifled and buened, and a large numbor of 


perionn wore murdered in it 

‘The course of proceeding was generally the same, ‘The mob broke 
the door of the house with axes, rushed in, sought first for the meny 
mardered any they could find with clubs, sticks, axes, dazgers, swords, 
vn) using sometimes firearms also. ‘Then they plundered the ‘house of 
furniture, clothes, stores of food, the materials of trades, and everything in 
it, searching carefully for money or valuables which might be concealed, 
and threatening and terifying the women and children to make them tll 
where the men were, and i anything wax hidden. ‘They searched the 
women lest they might lave ornaisents or money concealed. in theie 
clothes, and thay generally took away any articles of dress of any value 
which the worsen or children happened to have on. ‘They very generally 
scinal the young: girls and the younger women in the hovse, and often 
ook them off ant Kept them for a time,” Finally the house was net on 
ine 

‘Tho better armed, the more respectable, and the more bold and violent 
of the murderers: generally appropriated to themselves the more valuable 
articles in the house, and thea left it for another. Hut they were followed 
hy successive parties of the lowor rabble, the unarmed, the poor, the weak, 
the women, and even children, and they stripped the house ‘of all thal 
romained, Not only the contents of the house, but doors, windows, window= 
shutters, and the panelling on the walls, were carried off, Even Grewood, 
charcoa}, the marble of the floors, and’ the timber of the roots, were if 
many cases taken away. Besides what men, women, and children carried 
away, camels, horses, mules, aod donkeys were employed to. remove 
plunder, 
MAL the moment of the outbreak a great number of merchants, shop- 
koopers, Government clerks, the clerks of the Moslem merchants, and some 
tradesmen, as stone-cutters and. masons, were at their business in the 
Moslem part of the city, When the mob hegan to collect a part ofthese 
attempted to reach their houses, some with a feeble hope of assisting their 

nd some because they knew of no other place of safely» sume 
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Succeeiled in getting to their homes, and some were killed in the streets. 
Another part Hed to the English, French, and Prassian Consulates, to the 
house of ‘the Emir Abd-el.Kader, or ¢@ the houses. of Moslem partners or 
Acquaintances, often, in their terror and despair, foreing themselves into 
houses where they were little welcome, Other concealed themselves in 
the khans in which or near to which they happened to be at the moment, 
nd they were generally conducted to the old citadel next day by the 
troops. Had all the men been in the Christian quarter and in thoir own 
as they were during the Beiram, the slaughter of the Christians 
would have been greater than it was, perhaps much greater, 
Of the men who were in the houses or in the Christian quarter sone 
to the churches, to the Austrian Consulate, or to the houses of theit 
fichor neighbours; but none of these place hid. in 
Clorets, necessaries, or cellars, or on the roo id they were 
Almont’all discovered avd most of them murdered, A number of them 
Went down into the wells, and “thou 
difficult, unpleasant, and dangerous 





























‘Of such a retreat. A few excay house to 
ise, and hiding at last am 1 houses already plunsered and 
Burned. A few got out of the city, but of these the peasants afterwards 
Killed some and compelled others to beeome Moslems, Every possible 
expedient for concealment or flight was adopted, A few disguived then 
telves as women, but they were generally detected, A few also (ook off 
their outer clothes, assiimed the appearance of rioters, and went off 
Carrying furniture as if they were plunderers. Some fled from one Moslem 
Wuse to anothor by day and by night, and though many perished in doing 
86, n good many Gnally reached a place of walety. Ta auch perplexity, 
Terror, and danger, aod amid such scenes of plunder, outeag 
‘and fire, lid those saved make their escape, ‘To the fears which every one 
had for himself was added anxiety about the fate of his family and feieods. 
Of the 2,000 farsilies of Damaxcencs involved in the maxsacre hardly one 
family eacaped all together and reached a place of safety without being 
foparated. Generally one member of the family did not kiow what 
Iappened to the others, and days passed before the warvivors all 

From about 2 o'clock mar. on the Sth of July, the plundering and 
barning of houses, the murders, and the outrages committed on women, 
Went on incowantly till about two hour aller sunset. During most of 
that time several thousands of rioters were actively engaged. The moxt 

muirders were very 
ni quarter daring the 
Aight, bot many remained, and the work of destruction never entirely 
Ceased. ‘The fire wax by that time extensively apread, and several hundred 
Houses must have been in flames. At daylight next morning the Mosloms 
Feturoed to the Christian quarter in ax great numbers ax on the proviowx 
afternoon, and the plundering, burning, and murder went on throughout 
the day, dim , however, towards the evening, because little retained 
Yo be attacked. On this day almoat all of tho xbops of the Chr 
the ‘principal bazaaré were broken open and plundered. By 
‘Wax nothing left to the Christians but the stonex and fragmonts of the 
timber of burning houses, and a fow houses and rooms which tho flamox 
ul not yet reached, and there remained no Christians in the quarter 
xcept thaso who were effectually concealed in the wells or amid the ruing 
Of the houses. 

On Wednesday morning a false and very improbable report wax 
Apread, that some Christians had fired from a Moslem’ hoase on Moslen 
in the street, and killed two of them, ‘The object of this report was soon 
evident from what followed. ob of Moslems from Salehiyeh brought, 
it is said, by Sheik Abdullab-cl-Haleby, under pretence of putting out the 

ire, commenced a new and very horrid work, in which others soon joined 
them. ‘They went round the different quarters in. whieh Christians fad 
taken refage, demanded that they should be given up, and either killed 
them as soon as they appeared in the street, and dragged their Utes to 
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the Christian quarter, or first conducted them alive to the ruins, and 
Killed them there. The number massacred in this bratal and shocking 
way, after their property aud houses were destroyed, and after that they 
od ‘hoped that’ the bitterness of death was passed, it is impossible to 
nevertala with any exactness, unless the Government were to institute a 
bond fide and rigid investigation in the districts of the city which were the 
neonss of these horrible murders. Bat it is certain that several hundred 
Of those who vainly hoped that they had found a refuge, perished on that 
day, and thae verg few of those in private houses escaped, except sitch as 
consented to embrace Mahometanism 

‘After that day, Wednesday, the 11th July, there were only a few 
murders, because no Christians remained within reach of the murderers. 
Doors, timber, and marble wore carried off from the ruins, but not to any 
great extent, "The fire continued tll the beginning of the following week, 
When it almost ceased for want of materials, though for some ten days 
longer it Was partially maintained by setting on firo any portions of 
houses which hero and there remained, ‘Tho houses in Damascus, and 
eapecially the poor howaes, owing to tho way ia which they are built, do. 
hat readily burn, Accidental fires are very fare, and almost all originate 
in the establiahnients of cooks or bakers—scldom in private houses, As 

a perfect calm during the massacre, the fire would have gone 
Without mpreading far if it had not been constantly kept up by 
sotting fire to udditional houses, 

"Phe work of the plunilerors wax complete. Nothing to be found in 
the Christian quarter was left If it seemed worth carrying away. Many 
had concealed some of their more valuable effects under the floors or in 
sceret recesses, cloacts, presses, of holes in the wall, o by throwing them 
nto walle: mont of what was thrown jnto.wells Was preserved, but almost 
cworything elve was diacoreted and taken away, The shops inthe bazaars 
‘ror pluneiored, but the khans were not attacked, and the property which 
Christiane had in therm wax not distarbed, Phe Consulates of England, 
Franco, and Prussia, owing Wo their situation oslem quarter, to 
thelr boing guarded, and to other special circumstances, were not plan- 
Jered. Beatles. thes, a house in the Moslem quarter in which an 
Engliahuan lived, eseaped. 

About. 1,500" housea. were robbed; one private and unguarded house 
was Teft untouched, Some 200 hourea adjacent to or among Moslem 
houses were plundered and greatly injured, but not burned. All the rext 
of the quarter, to the sumber of 1,200 or 1,300 hoasos, with all the 
Churches: achools, convents, workshops, and khans, ix now heapw of ruins. 
Ta inany places, in pulling down walls and cutting down ornamental trees. 
there aelteaces of laborious efforts to destroy even what the fire spared, 
‘The lowest and perhaps the most accurate estimate of the loss of property. 
The Lowest mFGOTOOD and 100,000. purses, equivalent to. 1:200000. to 
1,800,000, ‘To this might well be added the toss resultiog from the 
compulsory illoness-of the whole Christian population while the settlement 
of alfaira ix pending. 

‘The numbor of persons murdered will never be exactly ascertained. 
Of hundreds, it ix only Koown that they disappeared, ‘The survivors are 
fo seattored, and so occupied with other cares and anxieties, that it would 
be almost impossible fo make an accurate list of the missing. An estimate 
may be made of the numbor of males in Damascus on the day of the 
inarrection, and of the probable proportion which the murdered bore to 
the survivors. ‘The number of Christian males resident in the eity were 
xhout 8,000 £6 9,000, and of refugees from the surrounding country from 
2,000 to 3,000. ‘Thus the whole nomber of males would be bot ween 10,000 
and. 12,000, cnd'of thit one-third may be deducted for children under 
Tourtoon years of age, OF the remining 7,500 to 8,000, probably more 
than a third, or about 3000, were murdered. is the lowest estimate 
yet given, but it is porhaps within a few hundreds of the truth, 

Hut it is difficult to speak with confidence, for there was great 
diversity in the fate of families and sects. "The proportion of murders was 

Jug the members of the Greek Church than among those 
ects, for thoit houses were exposed to the first attack of the 
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‘mob. Many families did not Jose a member; many lost every adult male, 
Inthe house next to the Russian Consulate on the north, the father and 
x Eine sons were murdered. the women were abused, and the house 
as usual, plundered and burned. Four brothers who lived together 
Abandoned their house before it was attacked, and were separated fr. the 
Mreets; the two elder were murdered, the two younger escaped. Two 
Men lived in one house; one went down into the well and was saved, 
the other hid on the roof, and was killed. In another houso, where four 
SBmarried working men lived, two of them were killed, and the other two 
Were badly wounded and left for dead. In the Protestant Church four 
Men and ‘several women took refuge. One of the men was, disguised 
Bis woman aod escapad from the church. but was wouuded | th 
; the other three concealed themselves, but were discovered, and 
woof them were killed. Some thirty men were mardered in. the house 
‘AGreck priest. In the house of a working man, who was in Beyrout 
Al the time, eleven of his neighbours were killed in the presence of his 
Wife. In the premises of the Greek Church and Patriarchate there wore 
Asteral hundred refugees from Rasheya, and many Christians from the 
djoining houses. ‘The mob broke in after sunset of the first day of 
insurrection, and the slaughter, both of citizons and strangers, was 
reat. ‘There was a large bumber of the refugees in houses connected 
Pith tho Armenian convent, and there also a. great nusnber were murdered, 
Inthe streets and bounce near the house of Mustafa Boy el-Hawaxaly, a 
Enc, many dead bodies were left an monks were all 
fillet. “The Lasariats wore saved by About 
rey ministers of religion, including the Franc’ 
Missionary, were killed, Of the native priests only five or six excaped. 
fa poll 88 not out of pity that the murderers spared the children. | Had 
fibecn 20 they would, probably, not have butehered old feeble men as 
ples ax children. ‘It ix a docttine of Mahomotanixm, founded on 
every child is from 


jon of them and bring them 
Np as Moaloma, Several children who have been restored to their parents 
‘Were circumcised. 
MayEBlike the  Druses, who generally respected the women, the 
Makowotans of Damascus acted most brutally towards them. | The 
fuimber of young girl, and of married women and mothers, abused 
* them, war, perhaps, greater than that of the men murdered. A great 
iber were taken to houses in the town, or to the villages, and even to 
Femoto villages, and were kept, some for days and some for weeks, before 
they were allowed to return to their families. ‘There was, great diversity 
the treatment to which those taken away were subjected, ‘ 
ofa, ndreds professed Mahometanism, daring the massacre, in the bope 
Hessving their ives, but hardly any of them were spared by the mob Many, 
fever, of thoxe who found a precarious refuge in the houses of Moslems, 
ame Mahometans to avoid boing killed or delivered up to the mob, 
re spared. Most of these involuntary apostates were only inspired 
TTitha greater dread and abbiorrence of the perseeutors and their religion, 
fel tok the frst opportunity of leaving Damascus to eck a place whers 
 gaight veature to abjure their forced conversion: 
hell a very few remain in tho city and seem disposed wo adhere to 
it new profession. In the villages of the surrounding country also a 
considerable number have been foreed to abjure Christinaity and 
ace Mahometanism. E 
adit, Banifost that the design of tho rioters was te exterminate the 
AdsIE male population, take possession of the women and compel them to 
PoMatize, bring up the children as Mahometans, and destroy the Christian 
AWarter utterly and for ever. 
‘The mob believed that all this was sanctioned by the views of the 
Sticers of Government, the chief men of the city, and the heads of religion, 
id that it was permitted, if not required, by their religion. As long as 
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Jews and Christians submit to the Moslem authorities, and pay thele 
taxes, they are entitled to protection for their lives, their women 
children, and their property, even if they resist or rebel against th 
Sovereign. Recent authorities teach that a Frank, even if not’ submit 

to the authority of the Moslem Sovereign, nor paying the taxes im 

on infidels, yet, if allowed to live peaceably among Moslems for a times 
becomes thereby virtually entitled to protection; and it is unlawful 
contrary to the Mahometan religion to kill him, or seize his property, Of 
take away his wife or children. Yet, in opposition to these principles. 


Mahometans of Damascus had come to believe that the Christians, UY 


taking advantage of the privileges and liberties conceded to them dari 
the Inst thirty years, had placed them in a state of disobedience 
rebellion, and forfeited their right to security and protection and th 
was therefore, lawful to kill and rob them, and carry off their women an 
children, 

‘This beliof that what they did wax according to thelr law and relhgiog 
and agreeable to the wishes of their superiors, palliates, so far, X 
‘monstrous crimes of the mob, but casts a weightice rexponsibility and 
guilt on the influential teachers and guides who disseminated such ileal 
among the common people, and on the Government, which did nothing @ 
correct the wremvions aa to its views and designs, which sete 
+0 widely cireulated and. believed i 

‘The Emir Abd-ol-Kader did his utmost, from the commencement of 
the excitement, to inculcato right views: nnd it is said. that one Sheik 
‘earnestly arlopted a similar course. But (t is not known that the Mufti O€ 
Sheik Abdullah-el-Haleby, the most venerated of tho Ulema, or any otheet 
of that body, or of the influential people, axsixted thom, Rumour ascribe 
to them a very different course of conduct. 

‘On. the day-of the outbreak, Colonel Ali Bey was in command of Xe 
troops in the Christian quarter, and actually refused to act against 
mob, Another officer, Colonel Salih Ziky, without orders, made some a 
the troops fire on the rioters, and he also fired a gun, once or oftent 
‘One or two porsons were killed, and some wounded. ‘Whon the troop® 
fired, the mob fell back, and not the slighteat symptom of Touistance a 
the troops was shown 

‘This partial and feeble effort soon coused. After sunset the (rope 
were collected in one place, and remained till Lor 2 o'clock on ‘Tucsday 
morning, when they marched to the barracks. Not a senting! was left if 
the Christian quarter, On subsequent days, a few of the troop were 
employed to conduct’ some Christians from’ khans wnd other hidi9ge 
places to the citadel, 
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Lordt Dufferin to Lord J. Russell, (Received October 6.) 
(No, 10) 
My Lord, Begrout, September 23, 1860. 

I IAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of further despatchet 
which I havo addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte pot 
the progress of alfairx in this country. 

T have, &e. a 
igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


foclosure 1 in No. 188, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrout, September 21, 1860+ 
HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that since the publie 
tion of tho notice alluded to in my despatch the 13th instants 
wmmoning the Druse Chiefs to appear by a certain day before his 
Excellency Fuad Pasha to answer for their conduct, repeated applicat 


1 


have been made, in an indirect manner, by Said Bey Jumblat, the most 
important of the Druse Magnates, to Mr. Moore and myself, urging us to 
Afford him some assurance of safety, should he surrender to take his 


‘To all applications of this nature Mr. Moore and myself have agreed 
Yogive an absolute refusal. 

We have felt that the only assurance wo could give would be, that 
FSstice should be done, and that bis safety must depend upon his 
Tanocenee, 

Itis probable, however, that if a message of this description wei 
Seat to him, he would misintorpret it into a cautions intimation that he 
Might count upon English influence to secure his acquittal 

Before the fall of Zableh, Mr. Moore enjoined Said Bey, on behalf of 

Fnglish Government, to interfere, and to prevent tho effusion of more 

Fistinn blood, There is little doubt but that, had he chosen, he might 

We prevented the © ear to all rem 

wnces. and the place wax lost. 

Under thoro circumstances, Mr, Moore and myself have agreed to 
Piftke to have any communications with him whatever, and to leave it to 

‘own discretion whether to surrender o to fly 


ERIN AND CLANEDOYE, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 188, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 


Beyrout, Seplember 2, 1860, 
THAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that yesterday twelve 
Drase Chiots came in from the mountains. I beg to subjoin a liat of thele 


ie Muthirn 
Kavim lek Abu 

bd el Melek Faur Abd of 
Bek Abu Elwin; Sheikh ‘Temal 


his morning I was paying a visit to Fuad Pasha in his tent, when a 
mt eatne andl whispered something in his ear, Lia Excellency turned 
aid, and informed me that Said Bey Jumblat was waiting outside to 
‘The other Druse Chiefs, since their arrival, have been merely kept 
F-4 kind of surveillance, 
His Excelloncy intimated to me that now he intended to summon 
before tho Council, nt which he himself would preside, and that 
bly it would be decided to secure their porso 
his Tam informed has been subsequently done, and all thoxo U have 
tioned are now under confinement in the Serail 
Haye not been able to ascertain before what tribunal the accused 
{0 be arraigned, nor am T aware whether the European Comeine 
fisners will be ina position to wecure their respective eases an imp 
inventigution, 
of ecth® contemplation of the circumstances under whieh those accused 
LSE" Plicity in ‘the late distucbances—whether at Damascus or in. the 
{ebanoo—are tried, gives rises to many painful reflections, Tt seems 
iDpowsible to constivute a tribunal, composed of subjects of the Porte, 
“Spable of inspiring with confidence either the accuser or accused 
the avn those desigonted for trial by public opinion are declared guilty, 
isagreeable conviction forces itself upon one, that though the rerdiet 
May be just, its relation to the crime is almost accidental, ‘The Turkinh 
Authorities are aware that Europe requires satisfaction for what has 
ed, that a certain amount of punishment must take place, and that 
qereetation of the Porte must be cleansed in the blood of the 
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‘The tribunal acts under pressure: the defendant considers himself # ‘ofa Bratch forte 
victim surrendered to a political exigency; the plaintiff feels chat iti 
rather @ politic propitiation that has been made than that the ends 
justice have been satistied. AE: {0 the barbarous expedient of inflicting: an indiscriwinate chastivement on 
"Tho better natore of every one revolts against such blundering jutit whole nation, whose guilt, however atrociotts, wax by no means xbared in 
prudence. ‘an equal degree by each individual member of i 
Tn the case of the Druse Chiefs it is particularly necessary that those Tn conclusion, his Excellency stated that, in order to escape from so 
who jadge them should be persons who Nave not only the will to decide Painful a necessity, he had dotormined upon ‘proposing to M. de Bea 
impartially, but the intelligence to discriminate sagaciously. that, instead of acting in concert with him in tho mountain againat th 
The dumber of lies which will be ratified by the moxt solemn oath Druses, the General should station his troops along the frat twenty miles 
will probably be enormous, the mass of conflicting testimony considers Of the road out of Heyrout. Before, however, making bix propasal to the 
ible, the distivetions to be drawn extremely wubtie. 1 hardly thiok @ General he was anxious to ascertain what my opinion wight be in regard 
ative tribunal will have either the patience, the conscientiousness, OF ta SAE Goria Cilnge inthe te tas ee eat the Feeds Genel 
froedon: of opinion necessary to deal with the eases brou persisting to act independently of his orders, U should be prepared on th: 
Tdo not know whether the Comniasion will consider itself empowe sat Britain (0 enter’a protiue agslast hip disubodloncs 
to interfere. Te would, however, be fortunate if its winlom could discavee In reply I stated to his Exe had boc expecially instr 
‘remedy for this crying evil. by my Government that 00 ollicial relations subsisted between the Com 
T have, &, e Mission and the French General evefors, hiewween any individual 
(igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: tember of it and that officer, efore, any interference upon my 
Part was out of the question; that officially 1 was no more aware of the 
Presouce of M.de Beaufort and his army io Syria than 1 was of 
Incloaure 3 in No. 188 Corps of Albanians oF Ej ax who might bo serving 
Tency's orders; that 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Buber Hla Majesty’ tho Sultan with the exerclae of the supreme execative 
Authority ia Syria; that, therefore, it seemed to me clear It was competon 
) for bix Excelleney to make whatover arrangements respecting tho employ 
LHAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that during the past Ment of the French force xent to hin axxintance he mijght consider moot 
week Lhave had several (otorviewn with hix Excelleney Fuad Pasha, Aikely to consluce to the dignity: of hix Sovereign and the inteteats of his 
During the course of our conversation his Excellency hax beet so Subjects, That, according to the terms of the Convention, M. se Beaufort 
enough to favour mo with a somewhat detailed exposition of the plan hi Was directed to act in concert with him, and th 
Proposce to follow in dealing with the Druses of Mount Lebanon ; and aay bility of dirocting or controlling that officer's movements resided exclusively 
Tore than oace his Excellency bax condescended to ask my private With himself. Not content, however, with this reply, his Excellency seis 
opinion on various points connected with it, Pleased to press for my private opinion on the goneral situation of nitaire, 
‘AS Thad the honour to inform your Excelleney ja my dospatell And appented to Af AOxWer as tom peesonal fri 
of the 13th instant, Fond Pasha bax already commenced operations bY With considerable diffidence Uprocesded to state to hin Exoa 
Saidag wiPevctaseatioasie ng the Druse Chiefs to appear before hit that in reapeet to the proposal he had subenitted to the General E 
under pain of judgment going against them by default abould they refuse think ix probable it would be accepted: that, although it might be well to 
to come. Make the experiment, 1 feared M. de Beaufort would receive it with 
‘As xoon as the givon days of grace aball have expired, his Excellency xtreme disfayour; that he might even allege that it placed him in a 
will inane a Deeres, copy of whieh T have the honoar to inclase, attainting Fidiculous position, and that he would, probably, state that he preferred 
the pernons, forfeiting the honours, titles, alces, and xoquextering the Femaining in Heyrout. ‘That should iis Excelloney persist in forcing it 
ire property of all the Chiefs, whono disobedience to hin requisition will Upon him'a rupture might ensue, the consequences of which might be very 
re been considered pronutaptive evidence of their guilt Aixasteous to himself and his Government; that his Excellency had uot 
Mis Bacelloncy mil ther, give ortiers oe. the silitary occupation al ¥et voMicenrly succooded. in. sequtriog Earope to tisha 
the Lebanon by 8,000 troops ander General Kmety, Sayda having beet {uarrol on such doubtful grounds: that the re i would be 
selected! an the hase of his operations. Instructed to decline returning to their homes, ex for the guardian 
A-corresponding movement will be made by a portion of the Damascil Ship of a French force; that M, de Beaufort would seive the protext. to 
army; who will take up a ponition fo. the. neighbourhood of Hasteya adil Gommence an independent movomout, and that the initiative to be thus 
Rasheya, under the western slopes of Mount Hermoo, while the Sut of his hands Would render hix position every day more 
tribes have mentioned in the doxpatch already alluded to, will la On the other hand, Ladmitted there Was bit a choice of 
the frontiers of the Hauean, for the purpose ef intercepting the fugitives qiation was a very delicate ones requiring great shill, Judgment, and 
who may attompt to cecape towards the Ledjah, deter a. ‘That it was cortainly to bo expected that M. do Heaufort, 


Sir Begrout, September 43, 1860. 





In the execution of this plan, the consideration which appeared most Robwlthatanding the moderation of hi profeetions, woold dsie,f pombe 


to embarraxs F noemed to be that which had reference to the to give what his Excellency wished to invest with the air of a jadi 
part in these teansactions which was fo be assigned to the French armys Proceeding, carried on uniler the protection of an army doing the ‘duty of 
tix Kxcolleney evidently laboured under considerable apprehension of the Police, the character of a military campaign that an aceidental rencontre 
consequences which might result from the seal of M, de Beaufort and the hetween the French troops and the Druses might establinh a blow! feud 
thirst of a French army for military distinction, He stated thar in the And render it necessary to carry with fire and sword a country which 
first place he did not apprehend any opposition would be offered on the Gihiarwies wight have boca peaceably occupied ; nd, that'onew esraged in 
part of the Druncs: thnt he felt himself eapable of becoming mastet o such a contest the French General would be apt to plead his profeiional 
the wituation without any aid whatever, in which opinion he ix confirm ility and strategical exigencies ax a pretext for withdrawing 
by General Kmety ; that above all things he wivhed to sive to his progrest irely from under his Exceliency’s control, ‘That 1 entirely 
through the country the character of a judicial investigation rather that agreed with his Excellency in thinking it advisable that, if possibile, hw 

1 of a General invading an enemy's country. Instead, howevor, of Progress through the Druse country should havo the character of a Judge 
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holding an assize, rather than of a conqueror claiming vengeance ; that, 
after all, it was to be remembered that, however atrocious might have been 
the massacres committed by the Druses, all were ally culpable : 
thae in slaying unarmed men they were but acting in accordance with a 
tarbaroux custom, uointerruptedly practised throughont the country since 
the sime of Moses, and often indalged in by the Christians whenever an 
Opportunity sceurred. "That in consequence uf the feudal system under 
wikich they lived the followers of the Chiefs were scarcely responsible for 
the exeesnce they committed stigation of their masters; that in 
fpuniahing. the authors of thi es a distinction ought to be drawn 
Foween the principal and his instruments ; that while the offences of the 
‘ane could Hot bo vixited with too great severity the requirements of justice 
might bo xatialied by a more lenient sentence an the great bulk of the 


With w view to xe © objec 
fen, T ventured to urge Nis 

ild refuse compliance with bis propowal, to Tove 

tho niost important pases of the Lebanon, in taking possession 
forloited rvaidences of the Chief, and in establishing himself in the 

tof the Drune districts, in otder to prove to ocular demonstration h 

Independence of foreiga aid. Hix Excellency and his troops once 
Kirmly ontablished, the Christians might be invited to follow. In the 
cortain event of their refusal to come, except under the shadow of an 

an ag, M. dle eaufort might be requested to assist in re-conduct- 
n and establishing them in their homes. 

If all this could happily be effected without opposition, If a collision 
could he prevented between the Druses and the French soldiers, M. de 
Weaufort Would have no excise for acting as if he were in an enemy's 

and the great danger of admitting his €0 operation would be 
obviated 

‘Phe difficulty would then he how to occupy the attention of hix dis. 

ited snidiery. To effect this, | ventured to suggest that, if Fuad 
Pasha made his own tropa give the example, it might not be impossible 

gig tho Frenich General to allow his mon to axsixt the Maro 
rebuild their ruined homes, which without such amxintan 
© the winter time, the Porte undertaking to remunerate 
‘Such an scoupation would aot be vncongenial to Pre 
1 any occupation for his men ia the absence of a foe ix a godsend 
{0.0 General 

Weoks would roll on, the process of the settlement of the country 

would be gradually gone "on with, the Commission would he devising 
“cuities for its future tranquillity, and his Excellency woold have time 
Us the vigour of hie wets to iaure’the wubmission of the whole province; 
© Kurope that, when properly exercised, the authority of 

Id be successfully asserted without the intervention of 


e M. de Beaufort 


foreign aid. 
Tn adopting this plan, however, it was desirable his Excellency should 
clearly determine beforehand the limits beyond which he thought it inex 
ecient the movement of the French army should extend ; these limits 
bnee attained. for no consideration onght they to be transgressed. Having 
conceded to General de Beaufort as great a latitude of action as it wax 
possible to concede consistently with the interests of the Porte, he was in a 
position Co exercise, in the most absolate manner, the supreme control with 
Which he was invested, ani want of frmnew in this respect m 
amount to a great det y. Should he asseet, however, in a 
hecoming manner, bls authority, it was not likely M. de Beaufort would 
venture to dispute if, oF rum the risk of putting himself so completely: in 
the wrong. At all events, if a rupture shoukt occur, an event mot 
earnestly to be deprecated, it would be under circumstances more likely t0 
engage on the side of his Excellency the sympathies of Europe, than if it 
hind arisen from a suspicious attempt to sequester the French General and 
hin army within the walls of Beyrout, At the same time, hix Excellency 
must always remember that the independence of his position entirely 
{pended on the suecess and rapidity of his military movements, oa the 
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| impartiality with which he administered justice, on the wisdom of his 


lispositions, and, in fact, on his parsuing such a course as would convince 
the Governments of Europe he was sincere in his desire to adopt the policy 
ty approve, and sulficiently powerful to carry it into execution, 

In conchision, 1 ventured to warn his Exeelleney of ove very great 
which I foresaw might arise. Every day it was becoming more 
ble that the French were desirous of putting the Maronites into sole 

Possersion of the Mountain. In the accomplishment of this object, the 

Swon! of the soldier might become a useful ally to the pen of the diplo 

Matist. Weeks before the Commission night have entered upon the 

Sonsideration of that part of the question, M. de Beanfort, unless kept 

fety tightly in hand, might have purposely brought about a collixion 

ween the soldiers and the Druses, and alleging some trifing inwult 

1 to his flag, might have driven the whole natibn’ headlong out of 

‘the Lebanon, ‘Their expulsion would thea have beeome a fait mpi, 

nd the surrender of their territory to the Maronites a inore plausible 

diffieulty than ever. 

hether or no such an arrangement may eventually prove acceptable 

Ite five Powers, it certainly was not one 20 evidontly in the interwat of 

key as that it should be decided in vo impromptu a manner, and it 

fore scemed to me a danger against which hix Excellency ‘should 
fuard. 

Such in the substance of the communications which have passeil 

Tetween Fuad Pasha and myself during the last fow days, Ido not know 
Whether the views I have ventured to submit to his consideration will 
Meet with your Excellency's approbation. It was only at Fuad Pasha'x 
farnest solicitation that | took upon myself to hazard them. In placing 
bofore him { made him clearly understand that 1 had received no 
Authority whatever from my Goverament to hold such langvage ; that 
Yar Excellency might very possibly take quite a different view of the 
Nituation ; that he must consider my opinions ax merely emanating from a 
ivate individual, whose expressions were dictated simply by xentiments of 
Personal regard for himself, and a moat earnest slesire for Uhe regeneration 
the ‘Turkish Empite. At the same time, should T have been fortunate 
have 
and ter 


In cone! wire your Excellency that in forming an 

ion as to the share to be axsigned to the French army in the military 
‘®eupation of the Lebanon, | have not allowed myself to be at all infuericed by 
Rey fesliog of international jealousy. Had the European cootingent book 
British 1 should have equally recommended that it should be kept in the 
‘When the European Powers agreed to the intersention of a 

uncertain whether a Turkish army could be 


oe Turkish Government i 

lives of those who have de in Subsequent 
rents have proved that the Sultan's troops may be safely used es aM 
SRE for subduing opposition, and there is reason to hope that the 
pillan’s Representative has convinced himself of the necessity of affording 

impe the satisfaction she demands. 

With a view to the future tranquillity of the country it is certainly 
‘Xpedient to uphold in the eyes of its Syrian subjects the prestige of the 
Porte; to convince them that the punishments descending pon them are 


Wllicted by a Government from within the range of whose observation 
ey cannot withdraw, and by x hand they are capable of ieatif¥ing, 


father than in consequence of the presence of a foreign force, which to 

their imperfect ideas would stem to be the representative Of a. mere 

f¥anescont authority. One other important consideration may be alleged 

Msupport of this view. If the Turkish Empire is toendure itis necessary 

restore the confidence of the Christians in the tronps of the Sultan 
aE 
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‘This confidence bas been slestroyed by the prominont part taken in the 
Jate massacres by the Tarkish soldiery at the instigation of their chiefs. At 
the same time that the Government is attempting to disavow all connivance 
in the guilt of its subordinates, it is desirable that the army should 
‘endeavour to prove itself to have been but an irresponsible instrument in 
their hands. ‘Though perhaps not very likely to insure the restoration of 
confidence in its sincerity, some progress might be made towards it by the 
‘Turkish army leading the way in re-conducting the victims of the late 
‘outrages to their homes. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 188. 
Notification. 


CONFORMEMENT a ln volonté de Sa Majesté le Sultan la. justice 
doyant étro exerede par un ji partial A Pégard de ceux qui ook 
trompé dane lea Seénemente reg qui ont eu Tou dernigrement dant 
Jo Mont Liban, une sommation générale a été adresse a tous los C! 
den Druses et Chrétiens de Ia Montague afin qu’une onquéte [ht exercil 
fet un juzemont ft porté sur la source et lex circonstances. particuligres 
‘qui ont amoné cotte guorre civile, Par cette sommation il a été déelant 
que cous qui ne foraient pax acte de présence A Heyrout dans Te dd 
xé sernient considérés comme ayant avoué et reconna leur propre 
culpabilité, ot qu’en conséquence ila neraicnt pasaibles des poines privet 
par la Joi. 

Plusicurs Chefs Druses ne se sont pas rendus A cet appel. Or, quelques 
uns dontre ou nant accusée d’6tre autetirs ou provocateur clo soulévementi 
quelques autres comme étant coupables do crimes et délits civils, et Ie 
plapart de cox Sheiks se sont déclaris accusés par devant Vautorlté 
impérinte ot le droit eivil comme auteurs et provocateurs de would vement#s 
‘ot coupables de crimes et délits civils, que comme ayant méconnu tous le 
devoirs que lear imposait leur qualité de Mokataji chargés de maintenif 
Ia tranquillits publique. 

‘Tous coux qui dans les Etats du Sultan excitent une popalatio® 
contre Vautre et provoquent dex mourtres, ainsi que coax qui y participent 
rar dea crimes on délite civils, dtant passibles des peines portées dans 
ole Pénal, et lex Chefs Druses cideswus mentionnés »'étant coustitues 
coupables d'oux-mémes par Jour refus de se readre & Nappel qui leat 
‘a Até fait, In Mission Plénipotentiaire et Extraordinaire chargéo de pacitiet 
la Syrie arréto ce qui xuit 

1, Les grades et lex titres des Chefs wuadits sont abolix. 

% Lour charge de Mokataji ct lex autres fonctions olficielles qu‘ile 
oceupent sont élimingen. 

8, ‘Tous leurs bieos, meubles et immeubles, sont séquestrés par PEtat 
jusqu’h ce qa'il en soit’ dispoaé plux tard conformément aux ordre 
Sa Majonté te Soltan 

A, Le degré do culpabitité eles accusés et Ia peine dont 
passibles seront Gtablix et arrétée par le ‘Tribunal Extraor 

stitué A Beyrout, qui instruira le procs de ces. indvidus 
mera fa contimace. exéeation deg wentenges ainsi provoncly 
fur ot A mesure qué les condamnés tomberont entre lex mail 
ico ; il est cependant niservé aux condamnés le droit de venir & 
se justifior dev: 


Inclosure 5 in No. 188. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bubeer 


Sir, Beyrout, Seplember 24, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, during the course of a visit 
T had the pleasure of paying this afternoon to the French General, 
M. de Beaufort, that officer was good enough to enter, with some detail, 

to his future intentions. 

In accordance with the plan indicated in my last despateh dated 
the Mth instant, his Excellency Fuad Pasha and General Kyety sail 

cen certain number of ‘Narkish troops 
he expedition will then march, with the 
greatest dispatch, into the interior, 

A few days later, M. do Beaufort tells me, a concerted movement 
Will be made by a column of 3,000 French troops in the direction of 
Deir-el-Kamar. 

Phe Christian refugees will be invited to return to their homes, and 
the pacification of the Lebanon will be commenced, 

In reply to this information, 1 permitted mynelt to congratulate 
M. de Reaufort on this prospect of exchanging the disagreeable neighbour- 
hood of Beyrout for the healthy atmosphere of the Mountain, which could 
f0t fail to be beneficial to his troops 

‘Tho General then began to speak with conxiderable bitterness of the 

I proponal of Fuad Pasha to fetter him to the Beyrout road, 

ig me that when the paper containing the proposition was handed 

to him, be tore it jo two in the face of the geatleinan who brought it 
Such he added, would have made me the laughing-stock of 
P, forcing it upon me,  xhouled 


Uhave received f 
‘own hands wheneve 
expreniion, 

M. de Reaufort thon proceeded again to enlarge, ax he had already 

a conversation the substance of which | have already transmitted! 

to yo rey in my despatch of the 8th instant, on his moderation, 
fand his desire to sacridco hix own reputation and the aeal of hia troops 
to the exigencies of the situation. 

T ventured to observo, in return, that such sentiments did him the 
rentest credits that I quite understood how irksome he must find hin 
Position ; that I sympathise! with his disappointment; and that, in regard 
to his army, he need not fear EF xhoukd share the feeling of jealousy in 


presence of Great Britain quite as 1 

vor my opinions were required respecting: any mattors connected with the 
French force, | should give the same reply ax F'should bave done had it 
heon a British contingent under a British General 

T then proceeded to state that [had heard from Fuad Pasha it was 

ive to his progress in the Mountains a judicial rathor 

a military character; that T hoped such an intention met with the 

I's approbation, and that he did not intend to fall headlong, with 
orord, apon an varesixting population. 

6," replied the General, "of course not; let ux punish ‘es grands 
coupables:' for the mass of the people, "indemnité.’ At the same time, 
Perhaps, it may be necessary to make, here and there, not an attack, but 
8 ‘pou 

Prthis last expression, I feared, seemed pregoant with a very sinister 
meaning. [contented myself at the time with replying that f hoped not ; 
and took my leave. 

Te has occurred to me, however, that 1 might take advantage of the 
friendly relations which, Tam happy to say. exist between M. de Beaufort 
and nyself, to write him a private letter before he starts for the Mountain, 
alluding to the deplorable consequences which might result should the 




































































siasm of his soldiers lead him into creating a war which a trae 
‘appreciation of justice rather deprecates than requires. 

In conclusion, I may observe that, had Fuad Pasha persisted in 
relegating the French army to the Beyrout road, it is certain M. de Beaufort 
would have pat his threat into execution. I am equally persuaded, 
however, that, even had it been advisable to encout iad Pasha to 
hold out, his extreme dread of the French would have indaced him ulti- 

ely to give wai 

Thave the hoaour to transmit to your Excellency eopy of a Notifica 
tion issued by his Exeelleney Fuad Pa pave of inducing the 
uncompromised Druse natives to remain in their villages, | hear that the 
whole nation ix struck with terror execution of Achmet Pasha and 
his Geld-oflicers has h 6, 8 greater effect in the Mountain th 
even nt, Damascus, where the Syrian popolation naturally looks with 
lodifference on the misfortunes of their Turkish masters. 

A raport has arrived, th g; that 200 Druses have beon already 
killed in endeavouring to force n passage through the line of ‘Turkish 
troops stationed to intereept their retreat to the Hauran, 

Thave, &e, 
igued) DUFPERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


PSI take advantage of a delay in the post to transmit to your 
Kxcctloney copy of the private and confidential letter above alluded to, 
which I have since ackdcessed to M. de-Beaufort, 

D. AND ©. 


Jnclosure 6 in No, 188. 


Notification 
(‘Tranalation,) 

1 hax been understood that a portion of the Druses inhabiting the 
Villages haxe given way to terror, in the apprehension that they were 
about to meet with puoiahment on the part of the authorities, without 
exception or distinction, and are therefore thinking of leaving their homes 

nd dispersing. It is true that, in consequence of the late painful events 
which have occurred in Mount Lebanon, punishment will be inflicted on 
those who cauard these disturbances, and are accused of personal parti 
cipation in crite: and that these will be punished, after trial, in propor 
tion to tho magnitude of their crimes, according to justice: but. this 
circumstance xhould not compel all the iahabitants to quit their homes, ax 
nothing Will happen to a single individual in contravention to. justice and 
equity; and those who conducted themselves well during the disturbances, 
‘and protected the Christians, who are their fellow-countrymen, and aceved 
the Government and the cause of humanity, will be duly rewarded, 
‘Therefore they should oceupy themselves sith their business and avooa- 
tions, relying on the justice of the Imperial Government 

We have consequently issued this Notification from the office of the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and of the Special Extraordinary Commission 
for the Affairs of Syria, in order that all may know that whieh precedes. 

Dated this 3rd Rebe-evod, 1277, 


Tnclosure 7 in No, 188, 
Lord Dufferin to General Beaufort 


My denr General, Beyrout, September 24, 1860. 

T HEAR you are going to start for the Mountain this evening, and 
as T may pot have the pleasure of waiting upon you before you go 
perhaps L may be permitted to submit to your consideration a few words 

slative to the conversation { had the pleasure of having with you yester- 
jay. In doing so I feel that my only exeuse for venturing to address you 
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your extreme goodness in talking to me with such frankness on 
ore plans. 

AsT have already had the honour of telling you, the news of your 
Approaching movement on Deir-el-Kamar gave me’ the very gr 
Miisfaction. It seemed to me to be most expedient that the army which 
Yepreseuts, as you yourself most justly observe, the military aid supplied 
by Europe to the Sultan at this important crisis, should axsist in reco 
oeting to thir homes the victims of the lato outrages. It is possible 
that they would have even hesitated. (0 roturn excopt beneath the 
Suanlianship of your fag. ‘To encourage thoir confidence; to provide for 

le Recurity ; to superimtend the work of ropaeation which Is, 1 tual 
About to be inaugurated by the Porte, though, pechaps, less pregnant with 
Teoown than x hrilliant feat of arms, will at all events be in harmony 
Mth the traditions of chivalrous beneticence by which France haw front 
on with this country 
Know. moreover, that Lam quite free from what T shall venture 
dish distrust which 1 beliew 
some of my countrymen in t 
Hon of Syria by your army. Tsim well aware of the 
ix Majesty tho Emperor to my Government on this. head, and Twill not 
front you by repeating that 1 place the most porfeet confidence in 
them. 

But even supposing we bid nev 
Moment’s i Thut convince ne that it is at Paris or 1 
Hae the question, if it ever should ‘must eventually be settled, and 
that the presence of 64000 oF 7,000 troops of elthor nation in this eagntry 
Fannot materially: affect the reavlt 

In considering, therefore, any plan relative to the distribution of the 

ee under your command, | have made and shall make it a matter of 
Ptcienco to forget that it ix not a British army under a British 
feneral 

When, therefore, hin Excellency Fuad h punced tome that 

had requested yo to take part with him in his progtens through the 

avon, | expressed my most wofeigned satinfaction, and this satisfaction 
hax been only confirmed by what passed between Ux yeatorday. I have 
ready acquainted my Government with the justice aud moseration of 
TOUF viown, and asaured them there wax vio danger that any mintimed 
dexire for distinction, or any temptation to xatinfy the popular expectation 
§9 France, would induce you to complicate by any violence the difficulties 
Whieh alrcady suficiently embarrass us 

When L informed you that Fuad Pasha bad confiled to mo, hix desire 
Bxive ta his circuit through the Mowvtain the character of a judicial 
Mvestigation, and that 1 had approved of hix intention, it gave ‘me the 
FfeAo pleasure to fod that you sere also of opinion that provided the 
hiofs and instigators atrocities were punished with duc 

it would not b Visit the bulk of the people with 
ad aword. ‘Tho more U have reflected on this privciple, the more 


the tenants are the 
responsible instruments in their hands. For ages 

itor has prevailed In the Mountain to earey on war with eiroum= 
of atrocity unknown to civilized aations. Phe practice has been 
well as by Drases ; what 0 at Zableh 


ten occurred before, when the M 
®xeuse T admit, however, assumes almost invisible proportions when 
Pileresl in relation to massacros on the scale of those which have beer 
Mely perpetrated, more expecially when preferred on behalf of the Chiefs 
Who instigated, or of the leaders who superintended them: hut-ax regard 
the mass of the population it must be admitted to be valid 
Under these circumstances, it seems to me that it maght be a deplor 
Able event should any accilental collision between the froops der your 
{mmand and the Droses lead to. the establishment of what 
is country " vendettas,” a blood-feud. War, if it 
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would. be the Fesult, and_a slaughter of the Druse population, whic 
most be indiscriminate. Should accident make any distinction, it would. 
perhaps favour of the higher elasses, who would have better oppot= 
tunities of providing for their safety 

Twould venture, therefore, most earnestly (o hope that neither 
cnthusiasm of your troops nor the just indignation of their officers m 

events which may counteract your own moderate and 
by giving to Fuad Pasha's progress through the Moun! 
ter of a conqueror dealing vengeance rather than that of (he 
an's representative distributing I justice. 

Tn making these remarks it's fry TE should diseloim the 
undue partiality. to the Druses wh times attributed to my 
countrymen. I should disdain to he the apologist of cold-blooded murderers 
Moreover, you are already aware of my sontiments ia this reapect. 1 aM 
ax anxiouk aN any ono to nee shment indicted ax shall for vet 
prevent the recurrence of simi .. Hthink that the whole nation 
should be made sensible of the detestation in which such erimes are beld 
by Europe. But L cannot but think that to effect this object it will be 
better todelegnte-so terrible anc responsible a duty to the aword of ji 
rather than to the bayonets of tho xoldiery, to invest our vengeance with 
the awfol character of a discriminating retribution that of a 
passionate roprital, which if earried too far may acquire se plance 
to the crimes wo week to chastise. 

Th conclusion I must beg you ten thousand pardons for thu 
treapassing on yo Tee your own kiudnons in so frankly 


oxponing to me your weptian plead my excuso. If 1 sce 
to nhow an undue solicitudes in this matter you must attribute it to the 
fact that having Laken upon myself the responsibility of openly applauding. 
the annodncement of the march of a. French force into the Lebanon, | alll 
naturally anxious to guard against the only unhappy consequence whicll 


may result from its interference. 

Under any cireumstances I trust you will consider this ax merely 
private and confidential comp ng wo more force oF value 
than that which may be el Fight of the greater of less 
justice of the observations whieh it contains, 

Wishing you every success in the discharge of your mixsion of justice 
and humanity, hellowe me, &e. 

igned) DUFFERIN AND CILANEBOYE, 


————————————— 
159, 


Major Fraser to Lord J. Russell. (Received October 6 
(No. 8) 
My Lord, Damascus, Seplember 2, 1860 
HER Majesty's Commissioner, Lord Dulferin, having been preseat 
at Damascus during the execution of Achmet Pasha and the three field 
officers inculpated at Hasbeya, Rasheya, and Damaxcus, I lid 
a report on thatoceaxion in deference to his Lardahip's expressed int 
of doing 80. ‘The effect of these executions on the public mind. h 
‘Was nok at onee p T rogret to state that this now appears to have 
been very alight indeed. a result which 1 principally attribute to their havieg: 
taken place in-an incloged yard, and, 90 far ax regarded the inhabitant® 
ina manner entirely private 
Oaithe Sist August, the day following the frst executions, 1 hall 
personally represented to hin Excelloncy Fusid Pasha the necessity fo¢ 
Greater publicity on all future ocensions, with a view of prodaciog the 
oat xeetoas impression possible on the popalation : a representation whic 
Thad the honour to bring under your Lordship's notice in my report o 
the Bird August ‘This course, which seemed xo imperatively demande 
by the exceptional nitture of the ease, has not however heen adopted, 404 
the evil elfects of a contrary one are now to be found ia the tales current 
among some Moslems, to the effect that Achmet Pasha was not Fe 


shot on that occasion, but, after a certain pantomime, 2 ied Fond 
Pasha's party the same night to Beyroat; tales which, however incredible 
n themselves, yet indicate the doubt left in. the minds of same by such 
& mode of proceeding, and the consequent failure, as regards those 
individuals at least, of the effect intended to be produced. 

Since the departure of Fuad Pasha for Beyrout on the Sth instant 
there has been little show of vigour on the part of the local authorities 
Witin the last five days, however, renewed action is vis 
Conscripts with a few convicts have been forwarded to Constantin 
During’ the last two dayx 200 additional conscripts have heen levied, 
making in all nearly 2,000 taken up Lo the present time. Exemption has 

Mi granted to those who choose to pay 20,000 piaatres (INO, sterling) 

ge of thix privilege ; 
nal men being taken in their ro he ayatein is ove liable to 
moch abuse in the hands of unscrupulous employes, 

On the 18th instant nine persons were hanged, criminals long. since 
condemned ax murderers, but for some unexplained reason renceved until 
How, ‘They were allof the lower class, and may bo designated ns follows: — 
three Druses, two Korda, two Cavnsses (Janinsarion) of the Prussian 
Consulate, one man from Hamah, anda barber of Damascus, tho latter 
Stating that he was the murderer of the Rey. William 

rotostant Missionary of Damascus. "This statement requires confirmation 
however, ax it wax only made after condemnation for other crimes; and 
there ix ‘reaxou to suapeet that the confession wax intended to xorecn the 
Auppored murderer, for whom search ix now being made, OF there nine 
culprits only five belonged to the city itself, xo that, togethor with about 
forty of the fifty Oth August, not above fifty of the 
Ordinary inhabliants of ¢ 1 been executed for muriler. The 
‘others condemned belonged cither tw the police force or irregular troc 
fand with very fow exceptions were exeented nokfor murder bot for pillage, 
with arms in hand. Yet in m quarter of the city, where wore $00 persons 
Aro calculated to have beon eagayed in. the massacre, only about ton have 
executed. Tho Christians inslst thore ought to be no difficulty 
in discovering the guilty if the Chief of the quarters (Mukhtars) be 
duty 


Want of sufficient evidenc eed, the great 
Rich snd" tov; appents hitherto to have cecaped  pranlshinent, ‘Or can‘l 
Jearn that any’ ad are being taken to dixcaver or secure them. 
The criminal processes, a ad! Paxha‘s presence here, scom as 
if about to cease entiraly now. ‘The necessity for a stern avd signal 
lesson is nearly ak great ax ever, ‘latory at 
efficient mode in which the investi 
Been conducted; and I feel coustraived to way that T have no hope of 
effectual xt taken for the prompt administration of justice, aud 
the consequent re-eatablishment of confidence and security, until wome 
olluential Ki nent be added, directly or indirectly, to the 
Ottoman Commission hitherto charged with these duties. 
ag Ch der 5000 in number, have now entirely 
‘nod ne sticltered in the empty houses provided for 
by the G T have within the last three da Ja 
Marge proportion of them, and. regret to. say that thelr cond 
from being what could be desired. Disease, chielly fover. and agve, 
Prevails extensively re being, taken to provide for their most 
Pressing wants rc Js placed at Mr, Grant's disposal, by: the 
Syrian T vare chen, aud inclined (0 
Wlospair. ‘They say those aro 
atone hatred and treachery, anil they fear a renewal 
War of any similar disturbing inflacace arise. 
the movement of troops from the city, although an ample 
men) yet remains, and desire to get away, without ering where. In their 
simple and affecting language they add, ™ Our hearts are burned up; we 
are xtrangers in the place of our birth ; why should we stay? Let us go.” 
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Thave visited them personally, encouraging and assuring them of safety 
but have not yot succeeded in restoring thelr confidence; thix be 
effected by tiine, aud by Vigorous retributive and protective measures 00 
the part of the Local Government 
‘dispositions proparatory W operations against the Druses, 

should such prove necessary, are now being 2,000 men. 
including Irregulars, have been sent into the Fl 
with 300 Koordish Cavaley nud to guns, are leaving the city to-day for 
Hasbeya, a <{ by the Soraskier Helim Pasha, My original iatens 
tion liad join the force in the field, particularly if arcompanied 

:seellency Fuad Pusha; but in view of the probable absence of 
Mr. Brant from Damascus, | propose to consult with Lord Dufferin before 
quitting my presoat station 

Thave, &e 
(Signed A. J, FRASER. 





No. 


Lord J, Rustell to Lard Dufferin 


My Lard, y fice, October 8, 1860, 

1 HAVE re 7 of the 14th ultimo, 
and [have to acquaint you that Her Mi enment approve of the 
Reports upon the allaire of Syria, Now. Sand 9, which you aldrewsed to 
Het Majesty's Ambasandor at Constantinople on the 18th and 14th of 
September, 

Lam, Se 
J. RUSSELL, 





No. 191 


ley to Lord J. Rusnell.—(Reeeieed October 10, 


(No. 1,305, 
My Lan October 8, 1860, 


| HAVE again inguired of M. ‘Thouvene! shether it Is thought that 
any ‘olaoncements will'be required in Syria. His Excellency replied that 
Sa te hnd eorve froen Geseral Beaufore which would leod Bix to expect 
that a demand of the kind would be made, Much, he thought, would 
dopend on the snccees of the expedition into the Lebanon. Of eouree I iE 
met with serloun resistance, reinforcements of the Fresch troops would 
become neconary 
M. Thouvedti however, said that General Beaufort had asked that 
his force shoud be kept up to its full effective strength, and that the sick, 
of which thore were mady, should be roplaced, Under this excuse, the 
cnch force might be augmented very considerably. without attractiog 
fotice; and it would be desirable, perhaps, to call the attention of Hee 
Majesty's C in Syria, aad of Her Majesty’s Consul at Bey rout, 
to the possible inorease of the French army uaer the pretext of providing 
for casualties 
Thave, &¢ 
Signed) COWLEY 





Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. {Received October 11. 


{No 11. Secret and Confidential.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, September 29, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordsh 
Vaformation, copy of my despatch of this day's date, marked Secret 
Confidential, which 1 have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambansador at 
the Porte, relative to the steps taken to procure the recovery of bedding 
farried off by the Druses. and respecting the pecuniary difficulties of the 
[Turkish nuthoritics in administering the government of the province, 

have, &e 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Inclosure in No. 192, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Beyrout, September 29, 1860, 
the hooour:to inform your Rzealloscy thet of ‘Tusaday 
iting. the 25uh stant, the Rev. Dr. Thompmon, a leading’ member of 
Anglo-American, Relief Committee, eame to me for the, purpose of 
Biaklog's very atrong representation on the terrible mortality:whicl ust be 
Expected to take place among the refugee Christan population if no stop 
ie taken to recover the bedding, of which, together with everything else, 
Wy have boon dexpoiled by the Druses, It would seem that in conse- 
Reece of the peculiar nature of the climate, which is aulgect in autumn 


winter time to rapid changes of temperature, a sullicient amount of 


ig and night covering is one of the greatest necessities of life to the 
Inhabitants of the Lebanon. No matter how destitute a farnily may be 
# reapects they willbe xureto be abundantly supplied in this particular 
iprived of thix they cannot exist, Unfortunately bedding is the o 
Dg with which it will be impossible for the Relief Committee to supply 
F othes, money, they can give; butas to bedding. neither the 
of which it i made, nor the hands to make it, are to be 
if it ix not procured, and that very speedily, the people will 
ights are becoming rapidly colder, and already the women and 
Hare crying out for covering. 
weg Utiler these ei s Dr. Thompson came to me to inquire 
ther I could not induce Fuad Pasha to insist upon the Druses imme- 
lately surrendering all the peoporty of this dexeription which they had 
leo. to the amount of at least 40,000 beds and coverlets. 
fronglit the morning of the day on which Dr. ‘Thompson made me this 
MPertant communication Abro Rfendi, the gentleman whom Fuad Pasha 
$Ss appointed to represeat him during his absence from Beyrout, had 
informed me that he was entirely deatitute of funds, that he had vainly 
$Meayoured to effect a loan, and that unless money was forthcoming 
thin eight-and-forty hours he should be obliged to stop the daily rations 
© Governmont was serving out to the refugees. Could not my inlluence 
lee the English merchants to receive his proposals more favourably ? 
briefly replied that a loan was not an affair of influence, but of security, 
that any interference on my part would be simply useless, 
to art the same time I very much fear that if the Government is compelled 
[2 %oP the supply of daily rations to the refugees the consequences. will 
be disastrous. Not only will several thousand fresh applicants be thrown 
Pon the lists of the Relief Committee, but such an act of inhumanity and 
WAM of faith, however unwillingly committed, would at once destroy the 
der confiienee inthe intentions ofthe Government which Fuad Pasha’s 
Svnduct is in some slight degree restoring, and the prospect of even a 
Sa ee ere ree aed eee 
}OMLhs ago. Unhappily the only securities which ean be made available 
3G 
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for a loan upon the spot are the Castom-house dues, bat it is quite 
uncertain whether these have not been already secretly mortga 
Constantinople. ‘The Ottoman Bank and the English merchants here ame 
exorable. Unless, therefore, something is done at once, the catast 
cannot be prevented. Under these circumstances I have veatured upaa & 
step of which I trust your Excellency will not disapprove. I have of 
to place my private credit at the disposal of Fuad Pasha, and to su 
him at once with the sum of 5,001. on the understanding that in additiog 
to the doubtful securities he has to offer, he pledges me his personal 
honour for the repayment of the debt withina given time. ‘To this transi 
tion T have affixed but one condition, for the due fulfilment of which 1 have 
also required Fuad Pasha’s word of honour, viz., that within a certaif 
time 40,000 beds and coverlets shall be placed at the disposal of Ove 
threo native Christians and two Europeans, selected by my 
tho name of the Relief Committee, who shall repair to. five 
Lebanon, and distribote the recovered property to thele 
8. 

‘thus relieving, and at the same time taking advantage of 6 
necessities of Fund Pasha, their daily rations are continued to 
refugees, the scandal and distress that would result from a break-down IB 
the Government system of relief is provented, and the lives of hund 
of women and children who would have died from want of covering af 

be aaved. ‘The only inconvenience that could powaibly att 
at would arise from it becomi wn that | myself wae 
neerned in it. Against this contingency I have taken every precaution: 
My name will not appear in any way mixed up with the transaotion 
tho pecuniary part of the business will be done through the Ottoman Banke 
whose manager ix a personal friend of my own, and the restoration of 
Desiding will proceed andor the superintendence of the Anglo-Americal 
Reliof Committee, 

Tn conclusion, 1 must beg your Excellency to observe that, had £ 
waited to bring thix wubject under the consideration of the Comanieio’s 
much precious time would have been lost, ax tho Commission ix not evet 
yet officially constituted. ‘The beds would probably have been partly 
Westroyed, or plundered, by the French soldicry, or concealed by the fyi 
Druses; while. at the shme time, their recovery would have been ander 
taken by Fund Pasa with far less alacrity than at present, whon it hae 
become a point of honour with him to restore then. 

Twould further venture to remark that, in undertaking these poct= 
ninty liabilities, Lam anxious it should be understood by your Exeelleoeys 
wid by Hor Majesty's Government, that U havo. simp ged, on am 

in Fexpousibility, a charitable sentiment. I neither expect, nor should 
desire, to be relieved of any of the chances which may be’ the result 
what | am afraid may juxtly be considered a commercial imprudence, If 
Thave brought the subject at all ander your Excellency’a attention, iti 
imply because T think st my duty to keep you informed of every circus 
tance, however trifing, which may help your Excellency to arrive at & 

wrreck appreciation of the Auccessive phases which the Syrian queation i 


‘agsuming and the only grace for which L could venture to apply on 
present occasion would be, that your Exeelleney would favour me with ae 
assurance that, in acting ax 1 have done, E have not had the misfortune 
meet your Excelleney's disapprov: 
Thave, &. F 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 





No, 193, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Received October 10.) 

(No, 125 
My Lord, Begrout, September 29, 1860: 
IL HAYE the honour to herewith to your Lordship. 
of a despatch dated yesterday, which Lhave addressed to Her Majest® 


Ambassador at the Porte respecting the first meeting of the Comm 
sion. 
Thave, &c. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosare 1 in No. 193. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, September 28, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the first, meeting 
‘of the Commission took place on Wednesday, the 26th instant, at 2 o'clock, 
At the house of M. Novikow, the Russian Commissi 

A note was drawn up, signed, and xent to hix Excellency Fuad 
Pasha, announcing the arrival of the Commissioners, and inviting his 
Excellency to permit us to have the advantage of commencing our proceet!- 
ings under his auspices. 

A copy of this note T have the honour to inclase, 

No other business of importance was transacted at this meetin 
xcept that an agreement wax come to to take into our immediate cor 
deration the condition of the Christian population at Damascus. 

Thaye the honour to inclose, for your Excelleney’s informatior 
‘fa letter Ihave address to Cont Brant rolative to thi subject 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 193. 
Collective Note addresaed by the European Commissioners to Fuad Pasha. 


= le Ministre, Heyrout, le 26 Septembre, N60, 

NOUS Soussignés, Commissaires de l'Autriche, de In France, de | 
Grande Bretagne, de la T t do In Russio, nous trouvant réunis A 
Beyrouth, avons Phonnour d'ca donner avik A votre Excellence, afin qu'elle 
Yeuille bien prendre los dispositions nécessaires pour se mettre, avanitOt que 
Dossible, en rapport avec nous. 

Une communication regue de nos Mixsions reapectives & Constant 
nople nos a informée de Ia participation que votre Execllence dovait 
Prondre A nos travanx, et de la qualité de Président qui tui était dévolue 
outes les fois quielle ‘assisterait aux siances de ta Commission. Nous 
Soinmes préts A nous rendre A la couvocation qu'elle voudra bien 
dresser en la dite qualité, et nous novs félicitons d'une, circonatanee «ih 
ous parait étre La meilloure garantic da succes de Taouvre A laquelle 
seront consacrés nos efforts communs, 

Dans le cas od votre Excellence ne pourrait pas se rendre 4 Beyrouth 
on ce moment, elle jugerait xans doute A propos de nous en ii 
de déléguer In personne qui serait chargée par elle de venir sidger avec 
‘hous aux conditions stipulées A Constantinople entre la Porte Ottomane 
#t les Représentants des Puissances intéressées, 

Nous Soussignés, & 

(Signé)  WECKBECKER. 
L. BECLARD. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
REHEUES, 
NOVIKOW. 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 193. 
Lord Dufferin to Connul Brant. 


Sir, Beyrout, September 

| BEG to inform you that at the meeting of the European Commis: 

rs, which took place for the first time yesterday, I ventured to suggest 
that each member should request the Coasul of his nation at Damascus 
to furnish him with a report on the present state of that city, both as 
regards its sauitary eondition and the general prospects of the Christian 
population, 

‘This proposal having been agreed to, I have to request that you would 
be good enough to forward to me, at your earliest convenience, such in 
wation on the above points as you may think it desirable to submit to the 
consideration of the Commissioners, together with any suggestion you may 
have to make ns to what still remains to be done by the authorities, in 
order to arrest the progress of disease, and restore the moral confidence 
of the Christian portion of the inhabitants. 

1t would be desirable that, before writing anything on thesubject you 
shoul pat youre into combination with your calleagues nor that 
if possible, your report may be identie with theirs, Perhaps, even, it would 
be better still ( send a joint report, 

Major Fraser has written me word that a dreadful stench proceeds 
from the bodies which lie beneath the ruins of the Christian quarter 

An attempt to dig them out and bury them properly’ would only 
inereavo tho danger of pestilence. "The best remedy would be to level th 
walls which are now standing, and 80 cover the whole area with « thick 

oem steatwen of débeias 

‘Tho Christians certainly might object to this, ax likely to impede. the 
recovery of any treasure they may have concealed, but such a considera 

must give way before the paramount necessity of taking precautions 

at the spread of infection. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROY. 


No. 194, 


Lord Dufferin fo Lord J. Russell, (Received October 11.) 

(No. 13) 
My Lord, Beyrout, September 29, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to tranamit herewith a copy of my despatch 
of this day's date which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambaxsador 
at the Porte, requesting the disarmament and ultimate pacifeation 
of thin province. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


ee 
Taclosure in No, 194. 


Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Begrout, September 29, 1360. 

I TRUST your Excellency will forgive me if I venture from time to 
time so far to anticipate the future as to draw your Excellency's attention 
to various questions connected with the settlement of this province which 
the deliberations of the Commission will be likely hereafter to evolve, 

By so doing | shall be able to approach the discussion to which they 
will give rise, with the great advantage of knowing your Excellency * 
impressions in regard to them. 

‘One of the most important and most pressing sabjects to which we 
‘shall have to give our attention will be the disarmament of the inhabitants 
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‘f the Mountain. It seems to me, that such a precaution ought to be 
‘one of the first to be adopted. Yet by whom is it to be put into execution ? 
Ifthe duty were to be delegated to the Turkish soldiery, it would be 
inadequately accomplished, If the assistance of the French army were 
Tequested, the Druses would be disarmed under circumstances likely to 
© Fise to inconveniences already sufficiently dwelt upon in my previous 
aatches, while the Maronites would be probably visited with a very 
aed ineficlentinqatstions “h 
ain, another subject, apparently less ig yet in reality 
Tequirtng an immediate attention, is that which has relation to the futgre 
security of the Christians, after Fuad Pasha and the French army shall 
We returned home. It might be said, that It will be time enough to 
Consider thin part of the queation when the Commissioners shall have 
torated their scheme for the future government of the country ; bat the 
truth is, that the character of that scheme itself will be greatly’ affected 
W the nature of the authority intrusted with the task of superintending 
its application. A plan that in the abstract might be the ono best calour 
lated to promote the general interests of the inhiabitants might be rejected 
as impracticable if it were deatined to be carried ont under, the auspice 
Of a feoble execut while another of a more questionable character 
Might be preferred simply on account of ite negative qualities, 
1 confoxn that during the last fow weeks I have conceived an opinion, 
Which every day in confirming, that all our ingenuity will not bo able to 
ing a plan subtle enough to harmonize, under any government whatever, 
discordant elements of which society in Syria is. composed, unions we 
‘are allowed to leave bebind us the means of maintaining: an interval of 
Wiet, during which our workmanship may'have time tocement and acquire 
necessary consistency to enable it to stand alone, 
Twill content myself in the present despatch with drawing the attens 
of your Excellency to these two questions 
Ta considering them, perhaps it may occur to your Excellency, that 
first difficulty’ might be mitigated by the presence of three oF 
waned English troops, while an occupation of the country for a fow 
oars by a joint European force might be a happy solution of the second, 
Tconfens that such an opinion would coinoide completely with my own 
Impressions, 1 believe that English troopx would have far lem difficulty 
in dealing with tho Drones than those of any other country. 
‘The disarmament of the Druse nation, with their assistance, would 
hecome a far more favourable operation than if carried on ander the 
spices of the French, whone interference may finally lead to the exter 
Miination of the nation, while their presence would at once deprive the 
Present armed intervention of that character of partizanship which it now 
ahappily poacnaes 
ie Mt th rexard to the permanent occupation of the country, Lam afraid 
twill be impossible to do without it, Fam afraid confidence even will 
Rot return until it is known that it bas been decided apon by Europe. 
Already tho Christians are forecasting the dangers of the future, and are 
rywhere inquiring, " What will become of tis when Europe relaxes her 
Hold on the tiger's throat ?" 
Unless some guarantee of thix kind ix held out to them for the future, 
it i possible they will leave the country. ‘Thix oborvation, however, 
Applies more to the Damascenes than to the natives of the Mountain, 
‘Trusting that your Excellency will forgive me for having ventured 
ihisabraptly to bring these two importaat polote ander your -00ne 
Sideration, I have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
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No, 195. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. —(Recrived October U1.) 
(No, 14.) 
My Lord, Begrout, September 29, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's 
information, copy of my despatch of this day's date, which 1 have 
addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, detailing some of 
the chief events of the past week. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure in No. 195. 


Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, September 29, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that two columns of 
French troops, numbering about 2,000 men each, under the immediate 
command of Gonoral de Beaufort, left Beyrout on the morning of Tuesday 
tho 25th inxtan 

‘On the 28th instant, intelligence reached us that one of these colamae 
had arrived at Deir-el-Kamar, 

[regret to be obliged to add, that nome acts of great atrocity have 
been perpetrated on the march by certain Christians who accompanied the 
troops, 

‘At Ain Andb, about four hours from Hoyrout, an old blind Drase of 
80 years of age has been savagely murdered, 

‘Ata village called Bahethin, a little beyond, a young Druse of 25 was 
shot. 

The mont aavage act of violence, however, they have yet committedy 
was the murder of an unfortunate Druse woman, close to the French camp. 
Some boys followed her, shouting out to the troops: “A Drase womaml 
‘A Drose woman!” at the same time throwing stones at her until abe fel 


tlown inseowible, A Maronite waman then joined the party, and, cali 


vengeance on the head of the Druses, took his sword. from one of the 
French soldiers who wax quietly looking: on, and cut off her hoad. 

“The oxoase urged for these acts of wickedness will be, that the Dewse 
fired on the troops, 1 have reason to believe that this was not the 
cane. 

Having acquainted M, Béclard with these deplorable facts, he 
‘expressed th® groatest’lndiguation, and’ proieod to write to the Gensel 
Fequesting hint to punish the peepetgators of much eres 

e, Be, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEDOYE: 


P.8,—I may mention that, on the 28rd and 24th instants, 828 Zounve® 
and 400 horses arrived at Beyrout. 
It may be calculated that about 8,000 French troops of all nations art 
now in Syria, 
D, AND G 





No, 195°, 
Sir HL. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —( Received October 14.) 
(No. 640.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 1, 1860. 
THAD this day a public audience of tho Sultan, by appointment, 
delivered to him Her Majesty's letter, 


He appealed to me as to the horror with which he had heard of he 
xconca in Syria, and of his desire that all persons found guilty wi 
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Fespect to that affair should be duly punished; and 1 told’ him that the 
Measures taken by Fuad Pasha had been approved by Her Majesty’ 
Ambassador, and would, I thought, be equally approved by Her Majesty's 
Government: 

is Imperial Majesty asked aftor the health of the Queen, and 1 
took my lente 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "H.-L. BULWER. 





No. 196. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. ~(Received October 16.) 
(No. 15.) 
My Lord, Heyroui, September 29, 1860. 
T REGRET to baye to inform your Lordship that I haye just recel 
Authentic intelligence of the murder of twenty more Druses by the 
laronites that accompany the Freuch army, ‘ 
propose immediately bringiog thie subject under the notice of my 
colleagues. te 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No. 197, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell—(Received October 11.) 
(No. 16.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, September 2 

WITH refereace to my previous despatch No.15 of this day's date, 1 
have the honoar to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, copy 
6f a note which I have felt it to be my duty to addronx to hix Excellency 
Fuad Pasha rexpocting the late atrocities inflicted upon the Druser by the 
Maronito followers of the French arm 

Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


closure ia No, 197. 


Lord Dufferin to Fuad Pasha, 


Excellency, Beyrout, September 29, 1860. 

T HAVE learnt, with feelings of horror and amayement, that several 
Unarmed Deuses, including a woman and a blind old man, have been 
Murdered by the Marooites in the neighbourhood of Deirel-Kamar, and at 
other places. 

IC ncoms to me a deplorable circumstance that the return of order and 
the installation of justice in the Mountain should be inaugurated under 
Nuch sinister auspices. 

T cannot think that the intervention of the authority of the Porte and 

European influence ought to become the signal for a renewal of the 
Atrocities which have already deluged this country with blood, Instead 
Of benefiting their co-religionists, the unhappy authors of those erimes 
Will confuse the cause of justice, and irretrievably forfeit the sympathy 
their misfortunes have acquired for them, Ta the name of religion and of 
humanity, Thave to entreat your Excellency to put a stop to such brutal 
excesses, 

‘The urgency of the occasion must excuse my importunit 
Your Excellency's attention to this painful subject. 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


in drawing 
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No. 198. 


Connul Brant to Lord J. Russell {Received October 11.) 
(No. 26) 
My Lord, Damascus, September 27, 1860- 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, copy of a despatch 
to Hor Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, in reply to two circulars 
received from his Excellency. 

Thave. &e 
Signed)” JAS. BRANT. 


Inclosure in No. 198, 
Consul Brant to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, September 25, 1860. 

IN replying to your Excellency's despateh No. 8, Confidential, on the 
0th August, L'entéred xo fully into the subject of it that I did not leave 

oh more to be aaid; hot your Exeellency’s Circular of Av 
Conaula, with its inclosure, dated 6th Auguat, to the 
the European Provinces, require a specific answe 

‘To some of the poists on which. your Excellency. had req) 
mation, T had bogua to prepare my reply, when Twas seized with a sevore 
hiliovs attack, oceaxioned by close confinement Lo the house, the extreme 
heat of the weather, and the great excitement I had undergone, 1 am 
only just recovering batliclontly to give attention to subjects which still 
eacite the mind in ho ordinary degree, 

T 40 fully concne in the wisdom and justice of your Exeellency's 
observations and instructions contained in the Circular of the Gth Auguats 
that it only requires mo to aay that they will be the guide of my conduct 
‘ow all occasions 

"The position of Syria is certainly difforent from that of other parts of 
‘Turkey, (nnsinuch as a war between the hostile wects of Maronites and 
Devses has been raging, and an outbreak of fanaticivm has occurred of 
which recent ages do not afford a parallel. 

he two cares, ak your Excellency pointed out, in their origin were 

distinct, but they ultimately became blended together, and will probably 
be submitted to one Ereatment. ‘The Porto has sent itx ablest man, wit 
ample aupport and anlitnited powers ; and hix Excellency Fuad Pasha haw 
‘tual these powers efficiently, aad has in some degree reatored confidence, 
Tut a very inadequate idea must have been formed of the ervelties perpe 
trated by the Mussulman fanatics, if it be supposed that the remombrance 
‘of such inexpremible horrors, sach unexampled atroci 
tated by the imperfect satisfaction likely to bo given. 
tho made for material losses, but it is beyond the power of man to apply a 

eily for the loxs of husbands, wives, and children, by such indescribable, 
such flendish erueltio. 

Tt romaine to be ween what compensation the Government will make 
for the rain which has involved the whole Christian community. ‘The 
plunder recovered is distribated to those Christians who apply for things 
they want; bat an extravagant valuation ix affixed. No indication i 
however, given of the mode in which tho account is to be settled. Influential 
people got the best things at fair prices, but the rates at which the almost 
Worthless ticles are offered to the ‘poor unprotected persons are 30 

‘ormoun that although in the greatest want they decline to accept them. 
The equivocal conduct of thowe who proaide over the distribution of the 
allowances accorded by the Government, and of the necessaries of bedding: 
‘and clothing, does wot xatialy: the poor people, but, on the contrary 
makes them imagine they are unfairly treated, and despair of obtaining 
justion. 

Te is, Lam well aware, the object of the Sultan's allies to sustain His 

iment: but the means of dolng this are not very obyyious. 
ia will eatablish the authority of the Porte | have 20. 


doubt, but if afterwards the same mode of governing be continued by 
Agents of the same stamp as formerly, no better result is probable. 
Reports oa the state of this Pashalic, | have often 
improvement of the adainistration, and for the 
habitants in their property and rights: but si 
Beeroutbreal: matters are eo changed that it ys not merely. tho introduc 
A of improvements that will re-establish the Government on a solid 
a complete change of system is required, which must be the result 
the Commissi 


«considered by many not to have heen prompt enough 
finals, and thus to have diminished the effect which would 
pt puniahment would have struck 
h would have made a permanent 
engenslered rather a 
the Christians, and a 
tame and Christians 
o 

“There is also a xtrong feeling that the Ulema have been too leniently 
Wealt with, Fuad Pasha says he cannot get positive evidence againat 
Some who are in arrest, but most people think the evidence would have 
Mulfficed to have hanged any other persons, "The Sheikh Abdallah ol 
Maleter, the Mufti, and Ghuxzee Effendi, are believed to have pushed on 
the Mussulmans to the excesses they committed. ‘The first in particular 
fe known to have been the chief insthga the murder of the Chr 

common report I learn that evidence enough of gailt has beon 

inst this man his residence was full of plunder, but wax not we: 
Heswas assailed in bie house by Moem women wailing tle exscution of 

ir husbands, and charging him with having caused their fate by bis 
Counsels 7 4 u 

Everybody believes that sufficient evidence could be found if it be 

Wanted, und that to allow these men to excape the punishment of death will 
Mgteat wrong and Jo more harm than the executions have dove goox! 

‘Phore no doubt that Mussulisan fanaticism hax been. the occasion 
Of all the troubles, and that to crush it is the best chance of fut 
Mecurity. One great meana would be to prevent the Mecea enravan fron 
Awsombling at Hamascun as the point of departure, und from ibe being 
ade the point of separation on tho retura of the pilgrims. ‘Thin ix Hot 
Decemary nince the sea n affords a quicker and lex 

langerous mode of reaching aud route. ‘The change 
Mould have the additional advantage of saving a yery heavy annual 
€xpense to the Pashalic, supposed to be upwards of 40,000 

‘This year, on theie return, the pilgrims were not allowed to come into 

city ita. body. with the uxual ceremonies, but were ordered to return 
10 theie tiomes from their camp outside tho gates 

the Hadj from Darascus once peremptorily abolished, fanaticism 
would gradually dimiois perhaps die out. Lmentioned the sntject 
1 Fund Pasha, and he seemed to think the suggestion « good one. It 
Mould be desivable to reorganize the Grand Council, to wolect—not 
Rembers of the Ulema—but- men of businers habits, and to pay them for 
Thos they devoted to theie work they hitherto hava paid themselves 
WF keeping back from the Treasury large balances, and by taking bribes 
from applicants for justice to obtain decisions in their favour. Commis 
loners are now employed in esamioing claims of the ‘Treasury against 
Biany of the members of the late Grand Council, and the aggregate of the 
Balancer iv san to amount to a very considerable sam. 

Further suggestions do not occur to me at the present moment, but 
should any strike me I will not fail to bring” them to your Excellency's 
Attention, 

31 

















After Fuad Pasha has re-established the Sultan's authority, a stroogs 
honest, impartial Administration must replace that whieh has been so long 
bringing on the ruin of the country, and of which the massacres have 
been the natural consummation 

t have, & 
(Signed) "JAS. BRAL 





No. 195 
Sir M. Montefiore to Lord J. Russell ~‘Received October 6.) 


My Lord, East Cliff Lodge, Remigate, October 16, 1800. 

WITH painful reluctance 1 submit to your Lordship the accoo 
panying translation of a letter from the Heads of the Jowish community 
at Damascus. 

‘There can be no doubt whatever that the Jewish body of that city 
is guiltless of any participation in the recont outbreak, and 1 venture {@ 
believe that your Lordship requires no arguoient to satafy your mind 08 
this point 

Sray'T ontroat your Lontabip, ax heretoore, to exercise the powerful 
influence of Hor Majesty's Government to protect and save the Jews of 
Damascus from the perils to which they areso imminently exponed *-AN ENE 
alfair is urgent, 1 venture personally to attend your Lordship with thi 
Totter and its inelosure, 


T have, &. 
(Bigned) MOSES MONTEFIORE. 


Inclosure in No, 199. 
‘The Heads of the Jewish Community at Damascus to Sir M, Montefare 


Damascus, 7th Tishrh, 6621 (September 3, 1860. 
‘To Sir Moses Montefiore, Bart., our benefactor and detiverer, whow 1 

Gort long preserve, &e.. & 

WE. commence by praying to’ God to geant you te 
piany: youts oh prowpetiyrtu eich: sotrmay dad grees ie toe oi 
taighty Klopsy rulers, ned peinees, In whose days may Terael be earch ond 
Sudatr dwell tu wafety 1 

We had the honour to address you a letter in the course of last months 
in whieh we spoke of the enmity of the Christians towards the Jews it 
Domaseus, which has risen up in addition to all former hatred. Now # 

reat, bitter, and intense isy fills their hearts, hy reason that they. 
have been murde ‘dered, and maltreated, whereas the children of 
Taracl were left aninjured, 

‘Gur Hearts wera then. moved by the apprebensiod levt, by reason of 
thin bittor hatred and jealouny, false accusations should he brought against 
uw. We therefore besought you to aid us by obtaining instructions from the 
Kngliah Government to the C jonerals, and Commanlers who come 
to Syrin, alan from the nt to his Highness Fad Pasha 
that he shall stand by ox, and not be ready to receive malicious reports 
against the Jews; for hia Excelloney is a just and uprigh 

Now we have to inform you that since the commencement of the month 

s Kilul (August) the Chrixtlans have been plotting against us and setting 
up falso accusations against vs; many have been thrown into prison am 
wrongly accused of having participated in the massacre. ‘The Christians 
are believed in their statements: when they say “so and so killed some 
‘one2” that persop Ininimedintely brought belore tbe Teibunal. Testimony 
of honourable men among t (‘urks is not received, when thoy declare that 
the accused was in their house during the tumult, Even the evidence of 
Christians is not received when they bear witness to the Jews having: beet 


hidden with themselves, and not parted from each other daring the whole 
time of the outbreak. Even should the accuser himself testify anything in 
favour of an accused Israelite, itis not attended (o, A wowian accused a 
certain Jee, who she thought had killed her hnsband ; she was asked to 
Swear according to her own faith that the accuse was the man, she refused 
to swear, and she asked the Jew to swear oses that he had 
tot done it, so that he might go free. But the tribunal wou 

thereto. Even the testimony of our Chief Rabbi ts The 
ows still are in prison, and one has since died in his dungeon from the 
elfccts of terror. 

‘Oh, Sit! consider, only for a moment, how innocont and pious Jews, 
Withoot sin, are being thrown into prison with murderers: and how all 
Yeatimony aod proof that they may bring forward will not aid then in 
their deliverance. We know not, therefore, what ix to become of the 
People of Israel when the Christians see there ia no hope for them, but 
Shalt (alse accusations are listened tonfrom the judgment seat ; but to the 
Wice of Iarael thore ix none to give ear, or to reply-—none to pity or to 
‘sompassionate 

“Those who rose against the Christians and killed them ave not judged 
According to the ordinary laws of the land, nor ix evidence takon’ in the 

waner; but there is established what is termed an “extraordinary 
i 

Now it appears that it is intonded to judge the Jewn also by this 
fribunal, and to condemn them to death upon the mere word of the 
Christians. ‘This is. indeed, a great iter sorrow, How is it 
Possible to compare the condition of the Jews with that af thone who rose 
Up ag ians? Were the Jews themselves during that 

foar and danger? Surely there was * but 

Moat of the Jews hid themselves in 
houses of rospectable Turks, in cellars, and iv caves, and in company with 
Christians, Ie it possible to suppose that cae who was in tomentasy fear 
for his own life whould rixe up to kill another? Reason and common 
Senuo testify against it. God forbid that xueh a thought could cater into 
the mind of Her Most Gracious Majeaty’ the Queen of Kngland, of hoe 
Government, for whose prosperity, hoosut, and glory we, the congrepes 
tion of Damascus, have prayed these twonty years 

In this teonbie do we lay our supplications before her, beseeching: hor 
Johave pityand compassion upon poor aflicted Traelin Damascos, whovonly 
desire her aid, support, and all-powerful influence, #0 that the captive 
ows may have a fair trial before the ordinary tribunals, iu accordance 
With the well-known custom of the country. For Ixtael, both young 
And old, are wholly guillless in this matter, and free from the crime 
of shedding blood 

‘Truly, thin in a time of great trouble and distross ¢ for every Iarnolite 
dwelling in Damascus ix in great dread lest he should be falsely accused : 

there is none to say unto the Christians, Why do ye thik? thas 
been openly declared by some of them that they will geant Ixeaol noither 
feace nor reat. Even already have they begun to eanspire agai 

beat. the moat honourable, and esteemed of our community-the. well 
own Jacob Aboulaltia, and Solomon Farch of Traac Hyam Farehi 
{of whose hospitality you partook on your visit to Damaxcus), 4 youth 
TA years of age, an oaly son of hin father's house, A certain Christian 
declared that his father was killed between the two houses of the abover 
Bamed parties. Were vot the Lord on our side, what would. become 
€f us? ‘The accused being under French protection, the French and 
Greck Consuls prevented this case being brought before the tribunal, 
me had it heard before the two Con: ‘The Lord brought innocence to 

it. 

‘And on what was the whole accusation based # Ifa man was found 

in the highway at the time of the rising of the mob, when all the 

Xs of the Christians, as well as the streets of the dews and Tarks, 
Which are near cach othor, were filled with the slain, was it in the power 
Pf man to prevent a murder being committed before his own house ? 
Wovld the ruffians have had any regard? Who should tell them Hot to 
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murder all who stood in their way? Were the Jews, then, secure of their 
own lives ? 
Wherefore, we beseech you ta have compassion upon us, to hear our 
or, and. to exert yourself to obtain the iaflucnee of the English 
Gavcrament, as well as that of the French and Turkish, with His Highness 
Font Praha, whe is an upright Judge; and that justructions may be sent 
to the English Consul in Damascus, so that the Jews may not be 
Confounded with those whio rose up in rebellion, and not be judged in the 
same tribunal 
‘You are our father! Hasten to help uxt As you have been our 
formor deliverer, so xave ua now, and be the instrument of terminating our 
endless troubles 
Attached are the signatures of the Rabbins, the Elders, and most 
worthy of the Congregation of Damascus, who anxiously await your 
(Signed) HYAM ROMANO, 
DAVID HARP, 
MENAHEM FARCHI, 
JACOB HALRVL 
JACOB PERETZ. 
RAVHARL HALEVE 
ISAAC MAISON, 
AARON JACOB. 





No, 200. 
Lard J. Ressell to Sir H, Bulwer. 


(No, 55) 


Sir, Forvign Offer, October 18, 1860, 


WITH reference to what your Excellency said to the Sultan respect 


ing the measures of Fuad Pasha in Syria, as reported in your despatch 
No. 640 of the Tat instant, have to inform you that the steps taken by 
Fund Pasha are approved by Her Majesty's Government 
% Tam, Se. 
(Signed) | J. RUSSELL, 


SS 
No, 201 


Lord J. Russell to Lard Dufferin. 
(No. 15) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 18, 1860. 

1 HAVE to inform your Lordship that Her Majesty's Government 
approve the language Which you field and the opinions which you 
expreaael to Fuad Pasha upon Syrian affairs, ax reported in your despatelt 
toler Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of the 23rd ultimo, 

Tam, &e. 
(Gigned) | J. RUSSELL, 
_———————— EE ee 
No. 202. 


Lord J. Russell te Lord Ds 
(No, 16) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 18, 1860s 
* TT HAVE to state to your Lordship that Hor Majesty's Goveroment 
approve of the langunge which you held to the Eee ch General Beaufort 
apnrave etter which vou addresved to that officer, ax reported in your 
despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer ofthe 24th September. 
Tam, &e, 
Signed) J. RUSSELL 





21 
No. 208, 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 


Foreign Office, October 18, 1860. 
ips deapateh No. 15 of the 28th Sep mber, 
Thave to state to you that Her Majesty's Government approve of your 
intention to bring under the notico of your colleagues the fact of the 
under of Druses by the Maronites who accompany the French army. 
am, &c 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


IN reply to your Lordsh 





No, 204. 


Conevt Brant to Lard J. Russell —(Received October 
(No. 20) ed 
My Lord, Damascus, October 5, 1860. 
REGRET that { cannot report any improvement Jo affairs here, 
Since Fond Pasha’s departure matters have been slowly deteriorating, 
42d they are beginning t0 look serious from the incompetency of the 
li Pasha, the effects of which become more apparent every day. 1 
We been informed that his Excellency is in great alarm from the report 
iat the Druses are assembling all the men they ean in the Hauran, of 
ir awn people, of Koords, of those who have excaped from Damhaseus Lo 
Avoid the puntshmont of their crimes, and all the Arabs and vagabonds 
Who are willing to join them in an attack on the city. It is pretended 
that they will he able 40 collect between 7,000 and 8,000 mien, How far 
Teports can be credited | cannot judges no doubt they are greatly 
#xagzeraced, but they have created alarm throughout the country, which 
the behaviour of the Pasha tends to angmen wernor of hin character 
Would be a misfortune at any time, but at wuck a moment he isa bar to 
ery hope of improvernent and the certain precursor of evil 
nce Fuad Pasha quitted Damascus, his own people have changed 
Aheir tonduct, ‘They reuse to. obey the Vall, consiertng: themselven nx 
Amenable only to their own Chief, and it ix generally asserted that, 
Without a present, thoy will not do any act of Justice 
In the matter of the recruits for the army a great deal has been 
xtorted from persons who hind no right to have, paid anything but who 
itbont paying could not obtain their rights.” People unlit for military 
Rervico from physical defects are continually harassed by being. called 
up frequently to the Serai, and kept in suspense until they paid something: 
to obtain a certificate, and through the same moanx others are exempted 
performing duties which may be legiimatsy required 
In short, various practices are revived which were wet aside while 
Fuad Pasha’ was here, In the distribution to the Christians of the 
feturned plunder certain favoured persous are allowed to select what they 
ay have posnessed such articler; what 
T know that poor 
ple are giv n quality, oF © those they 
Ne lost, while an exorbitant valuation Is put apon them, and on 
Somplaining: they are told that they may put a Figher valve than tho real 
Tat,OH the things they lost. ‘This mode of treating allsirs looks too teh 
ike what rally been practised to give satisfaction or promise of a 
ter syste therefore, people to look on the future 
Sloomily, and prevents the return of confidence in the Government. 
is & great deal of sickness among the soldiers who are not 
Mit seasoned to the climate, and indulge in the inordinate use of feu 
There are alout 1,000 in hospital, Aboot 2,800 conseripts have be 
SSken for the army, and 200 more are required, to complete the demand 
af the Goveroment.” ‘They say that about 00 have volunteered, s0 that 
en the affair is complete, 3500 will have been taken from the city 
3 



































Between 80 and 90 I am told have paid to the treasury 20,000 piastres 
each for exemption, although 300 tickets of exemption have been issued 
the rest have got off by means of presents which are supposed not 10 

‘ve entered the chest of the treasury, but the pockets of those who are 

ced over the enrolment. 

ince of money to the Christians is much in arrears—many 

have not received theirs for twenty days; this want of exactitude occae 
sions great suffering among them, ‘The excuse is that the public chest if 
‘empty, and jt is possible that this may be the real cause. 

‘Phe presence of Fuad Pasha is much required here, and probably a 

much no at Beyrout, His Excellency is going about among the Druses of 

1on, although { cannot obtain any certain knowledge of his 
movements nor of his acts. Ido not hear of any collision between the 
Drases and the Turkish troops. 

“Phe Fronch division under General Beaufort is at or in the neighbour 
hood of Zahleh, but their movements and position are not exactly knowns 
In fact, we are overwhelmed with reports of all kinds, bat we et mo 

formation that we can depend spon, nor do the authorities. seem better 
informed, or if they are thoy plead ignorance. 

Yesterday Mussalman houses inhabited by Christians were marked 
with crosses this spread alarm among them, and many of the prin 
Are preparing todepart at ance, Khaled Pasha war p: 
great part of the night, and tho Chiofk of the different quarters were 
Raxembled, and ordered. to discover the authors of these new insults a 
marks of ill-will towards the Christians, but Teannot learo that any 
the offenders were discovered. 

T nee now pretty much the sae state of affairs ax exixted before the 
outbreak, A Vali with oelther energy nor courage, possessed! with 
Imaginary fears of what may happen, but without the foresight or ability 
to take measures to-apply a remedy, Ineo a soldiory whose hearts ate 
not in their daty; a population of fanatics, cowed certainly, but sighing 
for revenge on the Christians, 1 sco the chief instigatora of the massacre 


Jn prixon it i teue, but uncondemned, and who for the dingrace they have 

red on their account must be more excited against the infidels thas 

Under such circumstances, were Fuad Pasha to be recalled from 

Syria, whnt but a worse calamity than we have already witnoxsed could 
be reasonably anticipated 2 


Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) JAS, WRANT. 





Lorit Dufferin to Lord J. Russell, —(Received October 119) 
(No. 17) 
My Lord, Begrout, October 8, 1860. 
I TAYE the honour to transmit herewith, for vour Lordship’ 
information, copies of further despatches which I have this day addee 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte upon various matters connect 
with ty mission, 
Lhave, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 205. 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir. Beyrout, October 1, 1860. 
I TRUST that your Exce'leney will not consider it presumption 8 

my part if, with reference to my despatch of the 29th ultimo, I ventare §® 

draw your attention to some further considerations which may be u 
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in fasour of a British force being sent to assist in the temporary occup 
tion of thi 

‘As your Excellency will have perceived by my despateh of the Mth 
ultimo, Fuad Pasha has interdicted General de Beaufort from extending 
his operations beyond the Lebanon, or conducting his army into the 

furte, After de and impartal deleration, | fave come Yo the con: 
anion that iv wo doing hia lxcellency has exercied a sound discretion, 
the first place, I am decidedly of opinion that for the preseat the 
ies incident to the sxtdemett of the Mountain will be more thi 
Sufficient to occupy all the attention and all tho military resources of the 
Government ; and that it would be out of the question for Fuad Pasha to 
bent himecif on a distant expedition at a time whic it will require all 
Ritasere and inteligeace. an eeatore onder, sud mabe arrungosenss {0 
‘save from certain death by cold and starvation the 50,000 subjects of his 
Orercign who are at prosset utterly destitav. 

‘On the other hand, to allow Gencral de Beaufort to undertake the 
‘campaign by himsolf would, 1 fear, be very imprudent. Paraued to their 
Uttermost strongholds by the Freach, whom they regard as thelr deadly 
ienentica, the Drisca would probably eagage in & desperate and hopalass 
Antone’ an emormonsaiouny of unineniary blot wo be th 
Eresequense, ancy insxmuch au but « small proportion ofthe Alaura 
Drees took part in.the late atrocities, the Ieavicat proportion of the 
rasbowot ould fall’ on” that ecta of the talon which  leust 
‘deserved it. 

On the other hand, 1 am certainly disposed to consider that it 
desirable a European force xhould show itself in that district whieh has 
teow to be considered ax. kind of unapproachable Alatig, W which al 
the rufiians of the land can By froin justice. Fear is the only eo 
through which any of these teibes eas be permanently influcnced ; and 
Sie ths os rentk constior-tiep geome auisuylocs bo hich ing, oan 
Fetire at pleasure, the difficulty of controlling them will be much 
ahaneed, 

Moreover, though accompanied but by a portion of his people it wa 
from tho Hinuran that the wont loodthlesty of all the ruse Coiels anved 
it was by Hauron Deuses that the massacres at Haxbeya and Rasheya 
Were perpetrated; and it is to the Hauran that the moat guilty of the 
Lebanon Chiofs have fle 

eamatancee If tem to me that the worketretslovton 

wan. ausize of fastice be bald eter 

‘Should it, however, be thought 

Je, as T trust it will be, to adopt thix auggestion, it ought to be 

arried foto exevation ou. the sano priocipie de that whict has been 
Applied tothe Sounta 

Foad Pasha ought to appear in the capacity of a judge rather than 
that of aconquoror; and, above all things, care ought to be inken to avoid 
Teadoring the Drusva deaporgto ani! deiving them into a war., ‘This danger 
€an only. be obviated way. If Fuad Pasha went alone with a 
‘Tarik force clther he would sustain a reverse which «oui be fatal, oF 
Be onl setearoer in ecnjume oppretice by a kecieucs Whack ieee 
Dring the authority of the Porte into greater contempt than over, He 
ost therefore, le supported by a foreign forces but Af that fre 
French the chances of obviating war would be reduced toa min a 
Bites | InGwia yoor Excalency Set ls ooiec to ell ox pehvaiy wotdlecs 


tanks of M, de Beaufort’ soldiery. 
campaign in the Hauran would necessarily be most sanguinary. All the 
disadvantages, however, ‘which attend an expedition, undertaken by 
Turkish troops alone or accompanied by a French corps armée wauld be 
Obriated ifan English force was also allowed to take the field. 

Such a circumstance would at once convince the Druses that Fund 
Pashia didnot intend to exterminate their race, that their eaNse was not 
despernte, and that it was in the interest of the great majority of the 























hation to allow their country to be occupied without opposition, and the 
course of justice to have free way; while at the same time the presence of 
fan English General would serve to control the independence and curb the 
excesses of the French, 

"To these considerations two more may be added. I venture to think 
it a matter of essential importance that the Druse nation should be made 
to comprehend that the English Government is prepared to take as willing, 
a share in the punishment of their crimes as that of any other European 

and that the European army has to vindicate the cause of humanity 


object fam afraid can only be secured by England taking am 
obvious part in the exaction of the retribution which is about to be 
required. Furthermore, I confess, though T doubt not that even with the 
small force under his command M. de Beaufort might make himself 
ultimately mastor of the Ledjah, the natural citadel of the Havran. yet the 
progress of his arms ix not xo certain to be unchecked but that if would: 
pecome ady Surope, if she intervenes at all, should intervene 
with a fore cidedlyieresistibh 
In teference to the above considerations, which T venture with the 
1 submission to place before your Excellency, I have the honour to 
Ihctose twer moxt admirable documents, one a memorandum drawn up with 
tho greatest care and ability by Colonel Burnaby, at present attached by 
the War Office to M.dle Boaufort’s corps darmée, on the general equipment 
mont auitable (0 any expeditionary force that might come (o Syria, and the 
other a memorandum by Mr, Graham on the climate and geographical 
features of the Hauran 


T have, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 205, 
Memoranduu by Lieutenant-Colonel Burnaby 


1 PROPOSE, in the following memoranda to endeavour in such a 
+ to dexeribe the topography of Syria, the great variety of its 
perature, its resources, and ite means of transport, xo that those 
porwons having the direction of the eq) 
Inay’ be enabled to form somo idea of what are the chief requirements to be 
frovided without which considernble inconvenience and delay would arise 
no peculiar a nature, 


The Topography of Syria. 

As to the topography of that, portion of Syria which hax been the 
scone of the late disturbances, and over which the present operations are 
likely to extend, a good notion will be obtained of the difficulty of 
teaversing i by placing Uefore one a map of Syria, wherein its numerous 
mountains and their gorges are del ‘ of the eountry 
js that published by Van de Welle; all others, with the exception of 
map, of a small xcile, which accompanies Murray's Handbook to Syria, 
tire incorrect it position and deficient in the names of places. 

Tt will be seen that between the Mediterranean Sea and the Lebanon 
Range, which runs twenty miles parallel to il, numberless lateral 
spurs run out, extending in bold headlands; the’ gorges and ravines 
between each ‘are equally numerous, besides being deep and steep. 
Among these run the many streams which carry their waters to the 


Bridges exist at all points over which the beaten paths lay, but 
during the rains many of these streams are impassable. 

THeyond the Lebanon, the summits of which vary from 5,000 to 8,000 
feet above the level of the sea, is the valley of the Bukta, with the stream 
of the Leitain, averaging twenty feet in width. 

This valiey, which is about six miles wide, is, in many places, 


marshy (the reeds growing in which, forming the covering of the 

Habitation of thin country, have been lately destroyed by fire by the 

Drtises, to prevent the Christians recovering their 

Parallel, again, to the Lebanon runs the Anti-Lebanon, with the Jehel-esh- 

Sheikh to its south, which is no less than 9,376 fect above the level of 
sea, 

Further inland beyond extends that vast tract of country which, 
although flat, is rocky, and difficult of quick passage. On it is built the 
town of Damascus. It comprises the countries known as the Jedur, 
the Janlan, the Ledjah, and the Hauran, all of which are little inhabited on 
Account of the Arabs having gradually encroached themselves and 
Prevented others from inhabiting, It 

Such is the country that it wonld be required to traverse by the 

ten rugged paths which, by Europeans, would be-called but, sheep 
peaee rece P i ? 

‘Phese average ten inches in breadth, and, ax the hill sides are almost 
ertical in places, the footing presents a dangerous appearance. It would 

impossible for an army to pars along many of these paths without 

‘axxistance of the Engineers and their tools to widen and remove the 
blocks of stone which impede the 

A detachment of Engineers with six mules, laden with twelve shovels 
And twenty-six pickaxes on each, precede the French troops in their 
Marches on the Lebanon. 

From careful observations I have taken of the irregularities of the 
Srounds, 1 compute that the distance actually trodden over from two 

ints which from each other are ten miles, averages aixtech miles, and 

iit the same fatigue incurred in climbing and descending the steep paths 
‘yer that distance would have enabled a man to haye marched on good 
Yonds, ondor a similar temperature, one-third further, or twenty-four 
Iles. 

Too great attention cannot therefore be taken that the feet of the 
men are appropriately provided with whors to encounter such fatigue, and 
that the amount carried by the soldier be as small as possible, 

"The whoex worn by the soldiers of the French expedition now 
ome below the ancle, and aro ximilar in shape to those worn in Kng fin 
WY much as are engaged in active games and by pedestrians, whore groa 

tivity of the foot ix required. Avcanvas gaiter covors a portion of this 
‘thoo, and extends halfway below the knee ; it is provided with two rows 
‘Of buttons, one of which ix used when the gaiter ix worn tight to the ley 

dow the trousers; the other is used when the trousers is, buttoned 
yer by the gaiter, so ax to raise it, and this form a kniekerbocker. 
thoes are not blacked, which colour seems to attract the rays of the sua 
more than the natural colour of the leather, which is kept moist with 
gre: 

Every French soldier is provided with two pairs of canvas gaiters and 
‘ue pair of leather gaiters, and two pairs of shoes; he never wears socks. 

iit ix considered that much greater freedom is given to the movement 
Of the ancle by the adoption of this mode of shocing. 


The Temperature and Climate of Syria. 


1 now come to the temperature and climates of Syria; the greatest 
dissimilarity. prevails, owing to the great differences of elevation and 
"wo climates at the wi 1¢ are present, which, in traversing, 
y.have to be met. One is hot, such ax that found 
tlepressions of the plains and along the coast; the other, amon 
altitudes of the mountains, is comparatively cold. ‘The nights are 
ormly cold. ‘The range of the -thermometer is great; sometimes 
descending below zero and rising above 100" Fahrenheit. Such is the 
imate of the country: one day the parching sun of the plain hax to. be 
encountered, and the next day one has to provide against the vold of the 
Mountain-pass. Too great attention cannot therefore be paid to the 
clothing of the troops. 
To provide for cold or heat separately is no. dificult task, but to 
Provide for both at once and at the same time, being obliged to haye 
aL 
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regard to the weight and its mode of carriage by the soldier, is matter 
requiring some foresight. 

U herewith annex a complete enumeration of the articles carried by 
the soldiers of the expeditionary force now campaigning ia Syria, 
which, after daily observation, [find have been selected with great 
Itlention to the exigencies of the country and its climates; nothing seems 
to be wanting, and nothing. superfluous. 

"Phe rains which fall ia Syria have specially to be considered and 
provided for. The first rains fall from about the 6th of November, 
Continue fifteen days; the second, or regular rains, begin to fall in January 
‘and continue till the end of April. 


‘The means of Transport in Syria 


‘The next point to be considered is the means of transport over * 
country presenting such diffiealties of passage. 

‘Transport ju Syria is solely effected by beaats of burden, which consisé 
of mules, camels, and donkeys. 

‘The best mules, I am informed by a werchant of Shumlane, will carry’ 
fax much as 875 Ibe, bot on an average they will carey 300 Ibs. thity 
however, is without reckoning the corn w! ng inland marche 
through i devastated country, would have & d by the animal 

A comel will carry about the same quantity as a mule (if 
lous). that is to say, a good mule will carry more than a good 

A donkey will carry 200 Ibs, 

Syria, in itx prosperous state, found it difficolt to aupply 
for the allied armies during the Crimean campaign, and suffered on account 
of this abstraction; touday there is an unusual scarcity of these animal 
Inaxtuch aa the Druses have taken with thom all theirs, as well as all OF 
mont of those that belonged to the Christians neana of transporting 
their material and their familiox towards the Havran, 

Camols are not numerous. 

‘Tho French, who sent forward to make the necessary arrangements 
for the arrival of their troops and their sojourn in the countey, at once 
made provision for their means of transport, In add ir adenirable 
Mole-teansport Corps, two xquadrons of which, 600 strong, they brought 
with them, they at once made arrangements for the hiring of a large 
number of mulex at the rate of 2s. Sd. aday, which sum includes tl 
forage for the beast and the wages and food of the driver, ane of whieh 
attends to every two mules. Only a very limited number, 
its vicinity, could now be obtained, It would be extremely diffieult 10 
‘obtain 100 average-conditioned moles, and. these even could not be 
procured at the above rate 

T have considered what steps could, under the existing circumstances 

aken to provide transport, if required. he best to avoid the 
necessity. of porchasing mules, which would 
trouble tn’provide their furage ‘and pack-saddles, besides having to 
‘and ration their drivers 

Tam of opinion that 1,000 mules could be hired with facilitys 
[ed they came from various places, such as Aleppo, Latakia, and 
jskanderoon,and also from the interior. By visiting these places, or ever 


by a competent person from Beyrout communicating with the Conaults 
eantracts he entered into with the different Muletecr Sheikx bY 
which the bite of mule could be effected. ‘The cost of their transport 
would have, of course, to be paid. 

In the spring of the year, at Jerusalem, any number of mules, almost 
ean be proc Fler they have brought sawn the piligeims from Armeni® 


and Russia, ‘The latter are w: d for at whither the Armeniat 
tmuletcers go for that purpose. "A great portion of theso numerous pile 
Aer the- performance oF thelr religious homo, by ace, andl 
thus the greater portion of the mules that brought them « 
Dbtalned 

A force of 4,000 men would require 1,000 mules, if the bell-tents h 
to ber deed by the tacn : should the enter dabei be used, «Tess quantity 
stool aatiee 
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| Armilitary operation would, chiefly, have to be in the Hauran, which 
is six days from Beyrout, and four days from Hepha, It would be neces~ 
tary to establish foland depots of provisions, whieh would enable a portion 
OF the tutes to be used between the depot and the seaport, aud the other 
Portion between the depot and the troops. 

‘After the commercement of operations, 1 recommend, as places of 
depit, Nawa and El Mesireh ; but on the subject of accommodation in 
the parts of Syria I am alluding to, Ushall give a lengthened account in a 

Mlemorkedum on the aubject. 

Tu the hiring of mules and the obtaining of storehouses considerable 
foresight will be necessary in the, begining, 30.2% to prevent the French 
from previously possessing themselves or competing for the same. They 
have llrealy taken many precautions, and if they thought that another 
European force was about to arrive they would takn further: steps, 
from the fact of their already having a footing in the land, wight probabl 
derive gresior advantages, unless prompt aad cautious measures wo 
taken. 

The Resoures ef Byria. 

‘As to the resources of Syria, such ax would be of use for a military 
occupation, litle or nothing can be obtained. In the. portion over w 
the accupation would extend, nothing hax teon leved but the gro 
Of the taulberry-treo and vine, and. these have ouly beon got to grow by 
Forming terraces on the hill-sides. ‘The plains are for the mont 
part, and are only fed upon by the flocks of goats Which come down there 
for that purpose from the mountains. ‘The little b n that 
and there ix grown docs not suffice the population, wh top 
Theomsclves with additional supplica from the seaport towns. Barley, floor, 
tani ntrawr cap, however, be Sbtained. from the fertile plains of Antioch, 
Homa, and Ham: ‘are exported from Takanderoon in large weasels, 
and fom Buweiliyeh in smalier ones, Nota blade of grax grows over 
the land. With the exception of fuel, in the form of wood, nothing but 
the abore-oamed articles ean be obtained 

Merchants have laucetly been Importing to Heyrout large supplies of 
barley, which they dispose of to the muleteers as they return and go up to 
the troops with their loads, 

‘The French troopa have supplied themselves with all their requiro 
ements from France, and have already more landed than will xupply th 
froope for clos wostha 

Hn the shipment of provisions, which, on landing, have to be carried 
inland on beasts of burden, i ix of all things important that the packages 
tracks oe cases in which they are packed be of a convenient size for being 
40 transported, and that their welzht doc not exceed 125 Ibs, cach, 0 
thar two ean be atrang on a mole 

aioe use bs the French troops ix already roasted. 

: Fallowing aze\the daily rations of a French soldier in. these 
Tam unable the English corresponding weights, 
comparative tables with 1 

TE grammes coffe: 21 grammes sugar; 6O grammes rico: gra 
salt; 280 grammes meat and 40 grammes pork (salt), or 300 gea 
Bent yeh seams Bread ; 20° centilitrws of wine, or 6 cenilltrer 
25 militres of brandy 

Every ten men are formed into a mess, and use the utensils specified 
in the andexed list of a French soldier's campaign equipment. 


Thave endeavoured in the 

igs which it is important should be considered in th 
a Britiah force to this country. 

Well equipped in xome things as she English army m 
not the daily habit of a camp life, as the French army has iu Algeria, 
Whero it xeems to have taught itself, under nearly a similar climate to 
Syria, the use of all those things which constitute its comfort 

Signed) EDWYN 
Beyrout, October 5, 1860. 


























1g isa complete list of what is carried by the French 


y soldier in Syria — 
"The Clothing worn by the Soldier—A forage cap and peak; a white 
curtain of cotton, with two strings to tle in front; this protects the back 
of head and nape of the neck. A merino neck-handkerchief ; a Sannel 
vest: a pair of flannel drawers; a cotton shirt; a shell jacket, or a loog 
ont, double-breasted, coming below the knee, the flaps of which button 
back to allow freedom of movement on the march. Neither of these 
garments button tightly. Two cloth loops at the side exist by which the 
Sword and ammanition waist-belt is supported, which enables a portion 
OF its Weight to bo thrown from the waist, A pair of loose eloth trousers. 
plaited in folds into their’ waistband which allows freedom of the hips. A 
Woollen sear about two feet wide, which being folded lengthwise in foury 
Tk wound three times round the waist, A pair of baff-coloured. shoot 
No stockings, but a canvas gaitor with two rows of buttons 
ndor the trouser close to the leg, the other to allow the 
troumers to be worn inside, and thux be raised to fall over the gaiter, and 
give frecdom to the knee as a knickerbocker, 

Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition. rifle and sling; « very 
broad walathelt, supported by two loopr on the coat: a xword bayonet 
supported by a frog to the belt, with #teel seabbard ; a pouch, in which is 

‘by carried more than) fourteen cartridges, the remaining forty-six: being 
earri the back In a knapsack. ‘The knapsack, which is of nataral 
cow-hide, ix furnished with xtrape towards the bottom of its side, to 
criable a Cente dabrf, or a blanket which is folded leogthwise, to be 
Tastenedd round sides, ax well as the top of the knapsack, ‘The wtraps that 
fare at the back are of extreme length to allow tho large tin cooking. 
Utensilas oF oven a good-sized faggot of wood, to be carried at the back 

‘The Contents uf the Knapsack—One flanvel vest; one pair flannel 

fo cotton shirt; one pair canvass gaiters ; one pair buff hoes; 

r poe of wrease; fortyesix cartridges; ove spoon (knife carrie I 
pocket); one nipple-wrench and pickers one brash ; one piece of soap; ma 
towel, but two oF three pocket-handkercbiets ; ‘CanVas trOOKORA, 
Space remains for xuch provisions ax coffee, salt, augar, and rice, whie 
ave carried in small cotton bags, 

‘On the Knapsack és attacked—A tente d'abri, its buttons a ailjusted 
that four will form a complete tent, or any number of pieces buttoned 
together, will form a large awning; o that if one is folded in two and 
Initonell, Tt cay be atuffed with ateaw and make a mattress. A pole in 
two pisos (wo tent-pege: a piece of whip-cord, whieh fastens the pole 
find hogs tagether when carried, and which acts ax a stay to the tent when 
pitelled, Avmess-tin and cover; a blanket, which forms a hood when the 
Shelkjacket is worn, or a groatcoat with a hood when the long coat 
in worn, 

Cooking Utensite and Provisions, divided and carried amongst every 
ten Men.—The bidon, or tin water-can; the marmite, or mess-kettle, the 
‘cover of which forms a frying-pan ; the amelle, or a large block-tin basin, 
sed for frying and baking; a coffeegeinder ; an iron soup ladle; a loos. 
cotton bag, capable of containing eight days’ rations of coffee for 
ditto for sugar; ditto for rice; ditto for salt. Bread and biscuit m 
seldom carried for more than three dayx by the soblier, each natarally 
carrying his own, 

Phe Water-bottle and Drinking-cup.—A vin water-bottle, worn nt the 
de, and npportad aver Xe shoulders bys straps it fe covered with 
Sloth which, if wetted, by exposure to the sun evaporates, and causes the 
Water to coal, tn drinking 
Sig EDWYN S. BURNABY, 
Syria 1860. Liewtenant-Colonel 


Memorandum by Mr. Graham 


"THE plain of the Hauran is about 2,400 feet above the level of the 
Mditerrancan. Tt forms a portion of that great plateau which stretches 
ima without interruption from the Jordan Valley eastwards tothe 

faphrates. On this glorious plain, which if cultivated might produc 
orn enough to make it the geanary of the whole world, scarcely a stone 
ii to be found except in certain districts where the red sandstone formation 
ted by ajet of basalt, ‘The most remarkable instances of these 
interruptions of the plain are in the Ledjah and Safah, both voleanic 
formationa—volcanic islands 1 should rather call them, which riso abruptly 
from the plain, and with a jagged and dofinite out nd alone and 
inolated c vast. tract, which forms geographically the northern 
Province of Arabia, ‘These basaltic islands nre telt into fiasnres wo broad 
wd $0 long that one may follow them up for miles before they ean bo 
Grosse, while in some place ‘on either 
Aide of yous. ‘The Ledjah is about thirty smiles in length, that is, fro 
Porth to'south; and n moan of sixteen miles in breadth, that, is from east 
to Weat. 
again of this ix the Jebel Hauran, a chain of mountains which 
ally forme the eastern Tiit of tho Haurans in fact, the eastera 
barrier of the Druse ‘The highest peak i 
feet high, and in ered with show 
aid that tho ph 
When the winter winds blow, the climate ix of course eold, bat always dey 
40d ealthy, and. with proper precaution woukl not be found too cold, 
Th winter, snow falls on the plain, but rarely lies, and T doubt if the 
thermometer ix often aa low ax 25° Fahrenheit; but T have never beon in 
the Hauran in winter, nor has any European that { know of, and 1 judge 
‘hielly from analogy by comparing it with the climate of Damancis, which 
anno be much diferent. have been enabled, however, to ascertain a 
ipod deal about tho climate of the Hauran from the Arabs of tho Desort 
Who frequent that region. and they have ausured aye that there is not very 
Much rain in the winter, and the climate is not very cold: and their 
Lestimony is good. On the whole, T sappose the climate of the Hauran in 
Winter to bor nearly the same as that © ‘of Pamaseus, which 
ever in very trying. 
cots ancient cities which still ronal injured would afford 
excellent shelter to the troops In winte heaviest rains, when 
hey would bo moxt exposed in tents, and wood and. brushwoosd ix to t 
found in great quantities, both in the Ledjah and in the oak forest on th 
lebel Haurin. “On the wholofor a winter campaign. with proper provision 
Against rain and cold, the Haurin would be as healthy a country ax any in 
ld, and the facilities of transport from tho sea would enable the 
trvopn, if they were sent there, to be xupplied with all kindy of xtorex with 
thogreatest facility. It should, however, be carefully kept in enind that in 
them to the pla Syrin, they are not going to a 
i Sahara, but, until March, to a bracing and windy climate, wh 
T'warin things will be absolutely necesuary. If they be well 
pects the winter will not only be tolerable, but, f teist, 
believe that the mean number of rainy days in winter amounts 
Notwents e days of incessant rain 

"There are several springs in the mountains, but of course in winter 
there would be no scarcity of water, sivee the tanks which abound in all 
thor district catch the water from the early November rains, and this Insts 
Jong time. 











Tnclosure 5 ia No. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, October 1, 1860: 
WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch of the 110 

ultimo, [ have the satisfaction to state that { have good reason to belie 
that, with one exception, every Woman or child abducted by the Moslems 
Of Damascus during the late disturbances have been restored to 
friends, After instituting the moxt searching: ing mony the variol 
Christian sects in that eity, Lean discover but one individual to be missitie 
f little girl named Wardeh, the daughter of a certain Han I 

2 Maronite, from Deir-el-Kamat, who has himself unfortana 

itt the time of the outbreak, ‘This child was a servant io the 

Christian named Makhates-Summale. When the massacre began sie 
scaped to the wt Ahmed Agha, who states, tit 
wil e ¢ gate of the citadel and left 
her the 

‘The prineipal priest of the Greek Catholics and some persons of thal 
Communion think It powsible that some of their women may reall 
secluded in villages near Damascus, but ax they t give the name OF 
‘ny miasing individual itis to be trusted that the conjecture is unfound 

‘The Indy. to whom T alladed jn my despatch of the Sth viciagy 
hus also boes good enongh to make the most diligent inquiries amon 
Moslem friends, and she fs decidedly of opinion from ‘what she has learned 
that in consequence of the severe penalties denounced by Fuad Pashia 
Sininat this species of rime, all those who had carried off Chri 
women oF children have long since given them up. 

Tein certainly possible that a family may have #0 utterly perished a 
that hone of the idee members of it have survived to claim thom 
those youth of beauty may have preserved them from sharing the fate OE 
Their relations; but as far as T have been able to ascertain, s0 extrome™ 
calamity can have searcely overtaken any 

Having, therefore, caused inquiry to be made of the bead of eae 
individual family at Damascus whether any member of it who is 
known Erished in tho masancre may be xtil missing, and bel 
nonblo to discover the name of but one porvon, 1 think { may be juatifi 

+ Excellency that bat one individual, if she indeed survives 
eal iat he power of the Moslem, Tn consequence of the fruit 
4s alin She poe diowe, and the Conse, Tai afraid the recovory 

i poor little creature will be impossible 
fat one other consideration may «ico 
make thin announcement to your Excellency 
Tuothor may have sought to conceal a foxx which they wc 
Could never be repaired, except by discovering the dishonour it ents 
ilar method of investigation is being applied to the refuges 
cua at present at Beyrout, t only hope to be followed by 
are result. 
T have, &¢ 
Gigud) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Taclosure 6 in No. 205, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyront, October 
LHAVE the honour to inform your Excellency: that th 
Abeo Effendi called upon me, for the purpose of communica 
ihe had just received from hix Excelleney Fuad Pas 
According to the terms of this document, it would appear tha 
Pastin, on quitting Sayda, marched, unopposed, acruss the Lebanon 
TRePlain of the Uckia, the wajority of the Druse wathon having dete™ 
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mined to remain submissively in their villages, and await the award of th 
Government, 

‘On arriving at Hasbeya, his Excellency made some ineffectual 
attempts to surround and ake prisoners of a considerable boy of 
Fefagee Drose Sheiks and their adherents, who bad taken refuge among 
the giens and fortresses of Jebcl-esh-Sheikh; but having ascertained that 
these persons had eluded his grasp, and crossed over to the eastern side of 
the Mountain, Fuad Pasha contented himself with leaving the matter in 
the hands of the Seraskier of Damascus, and the officers in command of 
the troops at Saosa, while he himself returned to the Lebanon. 

There is litle doubt but that, in consequence of the ineflicient disposi- 
tion of their troops by the Turkish Commanders, all those fugitives will 
probably succeed in slipping to the Hauran. Indeed, so ineffectual have 
been the © D intercept them, that it might not be an 

ble conject pose that the 7 
to hinder their 

On hia re ‘ wat at Fubb Jenin in 
the Bekia, to which place the French colamn had descended, having. 

i from Beyrout in a direction parallel to the Turkish advance from 


ned to M. de Beaufort that adequate means had been 
rebels still romaining in mets 
‘along the eastern ad Pasha invited M, de 
Heavtort to reascend the wisition the French 
General has, 1 understand, very A vrith, and tx at this 
moment in the neighbourhood of Zableh ; Fuad Paxha having fixed his own 
headquarters at Mokhtarah, 
sy to be able to atate that both at Zable and at Deir-el 
Kamar the Ereuch troops are doing their utmost to awsist the Christian 
inhabitants to rebuild their ruined housox. 


Lord Dufferin to Bir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Regrout, October 7, 1860. 


REGRET to have to inform your Excellency that 1 have received 
too indisputable confirrantion of the statement 1 had the honour of 
conveying to you in my deapatch to Lord John Russell of the 20th 

wa. relative to tho alrocities committed by cortain of the Christians 

1 the French column on ite march to Deir-el-Katnar and 
ki 

The following is an aathentio Hist of unarmed and inoffensive persons 
who, it Is certain, have beea wan Many other deeds of a 
Kimiiar nature are ead to have taken place; but 1 have confined myself t 
Mentioning those only in proof of which tenatworthy ovid « 
Aukluced. “Unprejadiced persons seem to think that about twenty perwon 
have been Killed in this abominable manner, 

bd-ridden Druse wurdered at Aine 
name place. 

September Mi Druso! woman, who had applied to a French 

nd for protection is refused her, first stoned by Christian 

ly killed by a Christian woman 

‘Phe perpetrator of this ty lind followed a French regiment 

attached herself from Beyrout. It giver me pain to be 
obliged to add that, fae from being punished for her crime, she is still 
acouraged by the fiers and me to accompany the regiment with whows 
ahe lives. 

September 22—A man murdered, 

September 30—A man murdered; his body brought into the French 
camp, A Druse woman at the village of Nabrokh cfuelly set soon and 








outraged by a nuimber of mea, If she survives the injuries she has 
sustamed, which is doubtfal, it will be solely owing to the interposition of 
Colonel Burnaby, who arrived on the spot just asa man was about (0 
thrust her through with his yataghan, 

At the same place a Druse woman had already been killed. before 
Colonel Burnaby could interfere, that officer having only arrived in. time 
to prevent her murderers from thrusting & stake up her body in a manner 
tas hndecent as it was barbarows 

‘On this eecasion, a Christian man who had attempted to defend this 
woman was also mnrilered 

A. Druse killed at the village of Keferaya, in the presence of the 
Fropeh troops. 

in addition to this Tixt of murders, I might eaumerate many instances 
of rape, pillage, and wanton desteuetion of property by the Christians, and 

iby the French troops; bat such disorders, Lam afraid, are but too 

itable nce of the march of an iMl-disposed army through ® 


Nowhore did either the French or Turkish troops encounter the 
slightest opposition, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


P.S—Immediately alter receiving information of the above deplorable 
vets, ommunicated with M. Béclard three different times 
find arged upon him the propriety of his inviting M. de Reavfort to take 
the most stringent mensures to putt uoish 
their authors, and furthermore. (0 isauo a notification, or an order of the 

uring aafety. to all Druses remaining anarmed ia their villages 
cluily to the women and children, M. Béclard was good enough to 
f the General to adopt these ateps, but it i 

vil that AL, tle Beaufort has not paid any great attention to this 
Niisition. Lord Dofferin also requested Mr. Noel Moore to proceed 


ely to Mokhtirah, the preseat head-quarters of hix Excellency 
sha, urging bim to take some ateps towards patting an end to the 

eonitinuation of barbarities 
An exaggerated rumour that the French have put to death all the 


women avi children has reached the Hanr rer the dihieulty 
1 dealings with the Druse Fefugeos more eu 

Me. Stead hax junt returned from Deir-el-Ramar, vo which place he 
had gute on the Se0'Vostant. He learned at Ateich, where an American 
Mast ia established, that on the 27th ultimo, ten Druxex were murdered 
withe ama village of Kefr Kates, about a mile from the line of march t® 
Deirvel-Kamar, in the valley of the Dame, 

‘The murderera weee Christian jnbabi 
of their victims had taken an active part 
ofthat place, having been bean to boast that they had abot nine Christians 
through the head) 

Mir, Meade was furnished by the American Missionary with the names 
of the murdered men, He also stated that the only Druse saved was the 
chief man_of the village, named Uamdd Mabmdd, who was spared in 
consideration, of hix having. been the means of preserving the Iife of an 
hetive Maronite partizan of Deir-el-Kamar, named Ghendir Bok. 

Tn consequence of indisposition, Lord Dulferin has requested Mr. 
Meade to aubjoin the abore postscript 

Signed) ROBERT M1, MEADE. 





No. 206, 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Defer. 
(No. 
My Lord, Forcign Office, October 20, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's report to Sir Heary Bulwer 
of the 20th of September, aunt to your despatch to me No, 15 of the 
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same date, I have to stato to you that Her Majesty's Government feel the 
dination atthe murders commitisl by Maronite followers of 
French Commander should arrest the murderers and send them 
to be tried at Beyrout. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No, 207. 


Count Cavour to the Marquis d' Azeglio-—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by 
the Marquis d-Azeglio, October) 


‘Turin, fe 13 Octobre, 1860, 
es communications précedentes: attitude 
du Roi a eru devoir prendre dans la question cle I 

yi 

Lorqu'au mois d'Aoit dernier, A annonce dos massacres qui 
ensanglantaient les régioox Chréticnnes de co pays, lex Puissances xe 
Péanirent en Conférence A Paris pour avixer aux moyens de mettre Gin a 
Gea ddgordres affreux et d’en ompécher le renouvellement, nous avons 
Féelamé de prendre ds qui dovaient avoir lieu. 

Notre droit était évident onaacré par l'Article VII da Traité 
du 30 Mars, 1856, qui ena me Porte aux avantages du 
droit public ct du: concert Européen, coutient Nenga formel des 
Poissances ignataires de garantir, on commun, "niipendance et Mntégrité 
lerritoriale de I'Empire Ottoman, 

n vertu do cette disposition, Vassentiment de ta Sarduigne & Voceu- 
pation dane partic du territoire Ottoman était indispensable A la Kigalité 
es meauren ox cn. Com 

contesté. Seulement on 
hous a fait remarquer plotot coo comme une voritable 
objection que la question de ta Sy C Notre posée, #6 
Fattachait aux arrangements de 145, arrangements auxquelk 
rs, ot que dés lors on pouvait eroire que lea P 
Agiwaient en cette occasion moins en vertu du Traité de 1856 qu’en 
conasquence daceords antériours 

Mn de démonteer que Ja question ne ponvait otre 
considérse aiqu‘elle avait on intérdt général 

influence qu'elle devalt_exoreer ado la Turquie et les 
relations entre Jes différents Etats de 1 

Js aurionx méme pa ajouter 4 venit sur les Cony 
qui ont trait au Mont Liban, le ‘Trait 5, en introduisant 
fun droit nouveau envers la Turquie, @ modilié explicitement tontes Tes 
Conventions particulidres qui seratent contraires oa non conformes & ce 
général et permanent. 

Néanmo Pouvious ignorer que les obstacles qui Wapposaient 
your ic moment a Tacuel de tos demandes éiaient dix surtout aux 
flores de l'Autriche pour nous exclure des accords, 
la vie de milliers de Chrétiens qui couraient les pl 
Wagixsait d'apporter un reméde prompt et effience 
Epouyantable. La question d’humanité primait Ia quest 
Nous avons cru ne devoir pas insister davantage, c 
Avraient pu etre cause de quelques retards dans les décisions do Ia 
Gonttrenck de Paris, et toot retard aurait pl eotralner Tes conséquonces 
feu plus funestes, Nous avons done préféré auspendre pour le moment 
Yexerciee de notre droit, mais nous axons en meme temps fait nas réserves 
auprés des Cabinets amis et alliés 

De son edté la Sublime Porte dans le courant da mois de Juin ayant 
confié 4 son Altesse le Grand Visir Kupristi Pacha la mission de visiter 
Tes différentes provinces de I'Empire pour s‘enquérir da sort des populations 
Chrétiennes, #était empressée de donner copnalssance officielle de cette 

N 
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mnesure aux Représentants des Puissanees signataires du Traité de Paris 
résidants & Constantinople. 

La Légation de Sa Majesté nayant pas recu cette communication, Ie 
Ministre du Roi demanda des explic et alors des doutes furent 
exprinés verbalement par la poste sur Ia Kégitimité de nos réclamat 

‘Trai donné ordre immédiatement & M. le Général Durando de répondre 
eatégoriquement aux observations qu’on venait de déduire, et de protester 
Afavance et formellement contre toute interprétation restrictive de not 
deoits 

‘J'ai Vhonneur de yous transmettre copie de In note que le Ministre de 
Sa Majestd a adressé dans ce bot A son Excellence Safvet Efendi le 

Septembre dernier, et je yous prie den donner lecture et den laisset 
copie h son Excellence le’ Ministre dea Affaires Etrangéres de Sa Majesté 
Britanniqne 

Agrécr, & 
Gigné) " C. CAVOUR. 


a 
Lnclosure in No. 207, 


General Duranio to Safeet Eifendi 


Septembre, 1860. 


2S doutes exprimés verbalement par votre Excellence, par som 
Alteaso Auli Pacha, et par son Exeelience Fuad Pacha, sur la Kyi a 
réclamations consiguées dans ma note du tive A Fenquéte de 
ton Altome Kupeisii Pacha, et Jo retard mis par votre Excelence & ¥ 
Fépondee eatégoriqaement, me placent dans ta nécessité de me prévaloir de 
airdnorve expreaement faite de traitor au fond Ia question dans Te cas ot) 
‘lle fat xoulevé 

‘Or cette question petit dtre formule do la manidre suivante 

1, Le Traité de Paria de 1898 a-t-il ue le rigloment des 
conditions dex Chréticns de I'Bmpire Ottor nplétement en dehors 
de Taction diplomatique des Puimances signataires ? 

2, La Sublime Porte eatelle fondéo en droit lorsqu'elle rofune A Ie 
Sardaigne cotte ingérence qui Tui Fevient au mdme Citre qu'aux autres 
Poissanices signatalres da Teaité t 

Voici lex de WArticle 1X :— 

Sa Majesté Imp dans «a constante sollicitude pour Fe 
bien-dtee de dex nujets ayant octroyé an firman quien améliorant leur sort 
ans distinction de religion ni de races, consacre ses généreuses intentions 
envers les populations Chréticnnes te son Empire, et vou ner 
tun nougead témoighage de ses sentiments & cet égard, a Fi 
Communiquer aux Puissances Contractantes le dit firman spontané- 
mont dmané de sa yolonté xouvera issances Contractantes 
feonatatent la hante valet de cette comm . IL est bien entendit 
quelle ne saurait, en aucon cas, donner aux dites Puissances le droit de 
Smmixcor, soit collectivement, soit xdparément, dans les rapports de S& 

Vadininistration 


unica 
tion simple 
formalité ?- Estelle une notification supertive d'un sot deja Ore8 
7” Cette supposition sleet. pas adtssiblo; ele blesse Ia 

tes Puirsancex qui recurent cette communication, aussi 

de Ia Sublime Porte elle-méme qui en prit Pinitiative. 

vetare ef Une autre signiliea 

tion. elle ne saurait do ux Puissances le droit de 
Simmincer dans les rapports. particuliers et journaliers de Sa Majesté le 
Tan avec ses snjets, cat les Puissances qui s’étaient opposées aus 
exigences de la Russie tendant & obtenir Ta protection exclusive des 
Chactions de Empire, se scraicnt mixes en contradiction avec elles-memes 
par cette substitution collective, qui dans le fait waurait pas été autre 
Rose que Fannallation de la souveraineté du Sultan sar une population 


‘Ge 12,000,000 de ses sujets. Le ris a évité cet éeveil= mais 
Yoat en sinterdisant cette ingérence permanente et journaliére entre le 
Bia tay wuts Chen, x Pasances Contacts ct 
t moins niservé la haute surveillance, non sur Jes Chrétiens iris comme 
Bidlvidus et sojets dana le seus adminisirasit, mais sar la socidid générale 
tes Chrétiens ‘de l'Empire, cousidérée collectivement, et dans tn sens 
Politique, et dont les conditions générales. ints aa. plos haute 
les Puissances de l'Europe. 
La Tarquie d'ace part, en doon rope de nes 
ispositious bicuveillantes envers les Chrétiens del! fignnt 
grandes ct solemnelics promessen, contractait en meme temps. 16 
voi, non seulement le emplir ex sngagements tals de metre Is 
insances A-méme d'apprécier les moyens qu’elle emplolerait pour 
Aitcindre co but, et fe résuleat quelle eo obtiendrait. © , 
‘Creat sane doote en partant de ce point do vue que In Sublime Porte 
rec ane parfaite opportusité, ordonna Veaqubte sue le aort dex Chrétiens 
Confige a'von Altesnc le Grand Visir, et qu'elle ade do 
fommunication de cet acte important. aux I 
ar ka note circulaire du 2 Ju 
talent au sei oe Congas de 
lime Porte ont acquis lo droit do lui ‘rappeler sen engagem 
Bolemocls, ec de Vavertic da'danger que leur inexscution pourrait Causer A 
TRmpire et A la tranquillité de YEurope. Et igalement en we plagant 
ty meme point de vue que le Cabinet deSt, Ptersboarg wait poin 
Au mois d'Avril dernier A signaler aux Puisxances Tétat dangerous 
mh comme un élément de graves perturbations 
Beventualleée déanttrowsen quil stale urgent de détourner, Voila A mon 
Itle le caractore et i portée de la disposition préeltée 
‘Article 1 é ¢ les draits et lox devoirs réci 
ro la S 
ee mesure de. at 
gine sauralt Bkre eigeon 
rpreté de tout autre 
Wlaposition vide de sens et peu digs 


p 
erin place importante qu'elle 
raité de Paris. Ce droit de surveillance et do contrite 
attribué par le Traité de Parin aux Puixsances signataires qui, A mon avin, 
Fessort trés clairement du contenu et de la portée de I'Article IX, ext mix 
hors de contestation et pleinement consacré par W'Article VII, qui réaume 
fn peu de mots tout l'esprit da Traité, Selon sex dispositions, “In 
Sublime Porte ext admiso aux avantag 


onedqucnce tout acto de navure &'y apportsr ata 
Mintsret général.” 

oe ta cond de garantie ela 

Dr gotte condition, ef mbae temps qu'elle 
es devoira et dea changes elle leurs cootere 6g 
PEiat garanti. i le Gouvoraemoat Ottoman vient & prov 
Toesrcsdcanstreuses Teapri de revolle parm! le populations UhréGonnes, 
les Etats garants ont le droit de lavertir du danger qu'il court, et do loi 
indiquer les moyens de prévenir dex éventualitén dont les conséquences 
Bésernent tout autant sur ia Turquie que sur eux memes. Ce ne serait 
is simmiscer dans les rapportsindivicts es sueta Chrétiens avec 16 

than, ce quot soppasc Le chaposition de PArticle IK du Trails: cone 

Reralt qu'encver uot ingtronce Inciparable de toats gazantig ti que 1s 
roit de rémontrance, dans le eas ot 'Etat garanti viendrait pat sa faute 
A compromettre Tintégrité de son indépendance politique et ‘territorial, 
Ql forme Tobjet de is garantie. 

ica ecblitee Ports nee le lt wx Semis: coanesel Aaaeipinsseed 
Earantes cette haute surveillance, cette éspice de contréle, Tement 
er ca gui a trait nex Crdtions’ mats sovrest mirms celeron qui foocho 
A Tedmaitration intérioure do’ FEmpire: “de pomsan citer” pocieurs 
Ricccphes dour fortes thonls ef pact dame Opeend uaiquenest & 
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‘et compromettre son édit fioancier 4 Vextéricur, Girent simultanément des 
vives remonteances cet égard. : 

Ta Sublime Porte, dans cette circonstance, od se trowvait en jeu now 

Nt non aimintstration intGrieure, mais, on pourrait dire. aussie 
nité_personuele do Sultan, mhésita. pas A donner des explications 
‘justifications A tous les Repréaentants, y compris celui de I 

Saminigne, Apris unc conndcration si Svident de ses droite pourraitow 
lemient luk contenter celui tle participer aux nctea qut ont trait 
titale question de» Chréticns the f Empire t 
Mia Sublime Porte ne wextelle point prévalue des 
dispenitions. ile Article 1X,_ pour se dispenser We toute explication 
coneerante ne question si délieate et qui touchait en quelque sorte ® 
honueur d'un conjoint de Sa Slajesté fe Sultan ? 
idles ent €'eal qe 1a fe Particle 
ONKMOTE favour des Puixxances garante droit de controle, dow 
plain le constater, n'ont fait et ne doivent faire qu'an usage 
tra inode, 

‘On pont nous objector, sl Ja Sardaigne avait les droits qu'elle réclamiéy 
pour wingéver dans la question dex Chrétiens, pourquoi ne les a-t-lle pa 
Fat, prodatoir duns. tos conferences dex cing Puissances principales d 
Venere tenives a St, Péterahourg au mols ‘Avril deroier? Pourg 

Stop tent wactrelle point pris part aux conférence qui out r¥gl 
protocol da 4 Adit, Foeeupation armée dein Sytie ? 
Rol ova pax tianqué en temp opportun de 
ses réelamations. Je po outer que in ‘Turquie ne eaurait invoques 
fee antéedloats ayant ¢ aautre Puissance dont Ia maniére de xo 
Weide fager In porte da. "Traité dle Paris pourrait diéree de celle dela 
Sandslgne ck dela Target 
Foe a on ayia eroode da Cabinet de St. Pétersboung 
pout suit dane imaniére abwolue de rigle In conduite dune. autre 
Princ, beaucoup, moa a In Turgoi, dont Tex ragports aves Ie 
Fae Paden! dvénements qui donnérent Hew au raité de 
ner Me férente, 


Chaque Etat doit remplir ves engagements indépendamment det 
appréciations dex autres Etats, quand mome ilk seraicnt lige par let 
tires stipulations; ear chasiue Rtat a dex devoirs spéciaux & remplif 
fnnw Vordre moral autant que dana Vordre politique. Cela pour ce qvt 
touche aux conferences de St. Pétersbourg, a 

Pour ce qui a trait A Foceupation de In Syrie, événement qui 
rattache directement aux dispositions et aux garantics stipules daos 


TArticle Vil. précité, nol doate que Vasscatiment de In Sardaigne & ot 
om important, tel que Hoceupation dune partie dy. teeritoite 
Teepar dex tapes étrangéres, oe fat ave condition indispensabl 
pour sa ploine validité légale, 
Pome i question West pax seulamient Toca, comme on a voula Venton 
cv commit fe serait ove simple rectiicaion do froatidren, ou tout autre sete 
fie ce peare, sur lesquiels Ia Sardaigne ne demande pas Fexereiee rigouret 
dle son deat 
He wn ey pocapation dtrangice ext ano ws dineseet ge Quant 
ue secure et aux Convention esau Drs 6095 
Gdeonites quran pourra tnvoqaer your damander excision d 
Sarinigne, J Méeal et permanent, auquel doivent se co-ordonne et se 
J doivent se modifier los Conventions antéricures en tout ce be. 
jigo es apts mentale Ss Egypt 
ovale Pad. Vintegrivé de VEmpire. Onoads 
cares arediruiedecprendre part aux délibées™ 
ons diplomatiques sous prétexte qu'elle n’est pas intervenue aux 


pourrait. contre 
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Ments de 1810? Diailleurs cette occupation n'a point é¢é motivée 
Shiquement par la guerre avilie entre les Druses et les Maronites, minis elle 
iLapécialement par suite des épouvantables catastrophes de Dama 
i la population n'a pas &€é le sujet des Conventions de 1845, qui 
Sancernatent exclusivement le Mont Liban. L’enquéte Européeane qui 
Ya souvrir incessamment en Syrie, et Ia révision dela Convention de 1845, 
Hla suivra nécessairement, ne peuvent aucanement ester enfermé 
m8 les limites du Mont Liban, mais elles doivent pourvoir a la sécuri 
des Chinétiens dans toute In Syrie. 
Je pourrais de mon cbté demander ta Porte, pourquoi lorsqu'il 
issait d'un acte aussi grave que celui de occupation du territoire 
Otfoman par une armée étra 1 me 


igne? Mais 
ie m'en xcellence Ahmed Verik 
fendi a dté inspiré dans cette occasion par lox memes sentiments 
Whumanité que le Gouvernement du Roi mon auguste Souvorain a luie 
¢ Vivement éprouvés. Dans tod le weul retard de vingt 
ncole_pouvait eodter Ia vie & 
; ne, tout on fainant Kes révorves pour 
nx In crainte que aes réclimations pussont soulover quelques 
Objections et dooner lieu & quelque retard A la conclusion den négociati 
 préférd suxpendro pour le moment exercice de ses droits devant In 
Eravité dea circonstances ot l'iaminonce d'éventualités ficheuses, 
Wu« ne doutons point que l'Europe xaura nous tenir compte de notre 
on et de neat point une alxlication, et aura 
In qui ont dieté notre conduite, 
Encore une dernidre objection, Les traditions et les usages diplos 
Matiquies ont néxervé excluxivement aux cing Grandes Poissances examen 
questions d'un intiret général Européon ; voild, diton, pourquoi In 
iMdaigne n'a point été appelée A prendre part aux Conférencex tenuen au 
Mols d' Avril 4 St. Pétorsbourg au sujet de 1a condition doa sujets Chrétiens 
Me l'Empire Ottoman: voilh aussi pourquoi ta Sublime Porto no ¥¢ eroit 
Point obligée de faire nees de In Légation de Sardaigne 
on Altewse le Grand Vixir sur 
nujet; voilA, enfin, pourquoi la Sardaiggne n'a pax 68 invite & 
re part aux délibérations qui ont précédé In signature des Protocole 
tte Paris da 4 Aoit, pour régler Vocenpation de la Syrie. Ces arguments 
Freyent & mon avis exptiquer mais non justifior la conduite de Ja Sublime 
‘orks, Quelle que soit importance qu'on veuille encore attacher aux vivillox 
# et sages diplomatiques, ceux-ci ne sauraiont avoir plux de 
v0 les lois y ernationales ot Te droit 
lox traditions et sur lox usages, L'exemple d'an 
noble pays aignataire du Traité de Vienne do 1815, ot qui, & 
Hotre grande joie, reprend aujourd'hui dans Fopinion générale x plaice 
Bistorique, bien quiencore repoussé dans les Protocoles de la diplomatic, 
Nous spprend qu’il est fort imprudent de laisyer ¢tablir de mauvais 
Pricédente ct ouvrir Vaccts A l'établissement d'un principe dangereux, 
Westri-dire, & la prescription en fait dle droit théorie toute 
Nouvelle que nous ne saurions admettre. 
A lérations, puisées dans un ordre général d'idées, on 
Jemander si la Turquie « le droit dinvoquer A son appui tos 
lex traditions diplomatiques et de sen faire une arme contre Ia 


Axsurément non. La Turquie n'a été admise A jouir des avantages 
fh roit public Européen que le 30 Mars, 1856. Elle ne ‘pout pas invog) 
Gets ct dew ueages antdcédents, aurqoels elem tonjours 
Nous croyons que est unique do 
sl re de Crimée, oft la Sandaign a ce dinatdresate, 
{We ta Turquie doit régler désormais sa conduite envers elle, et que dans 
‘Traité de Paris seulement et non ailleurs elle doit puiser le systéme de 
* rapports diplomatiques envers son ancienne allie, 
30 














238 


‘Yai cu Vhonneur, M. le Ministre, de vous exposer jusqu‘ici les 
considérations qui ont 40.27 Juin, lorsque je’ me plaignis 
avoir été excl des no jen aux. autres Poissances 
eo-signataires du Traité 

es. des Chrétier 
Fes appréc 
Souverain, je dois formellement protester davance contre interpre 
SOutrictive que le Gouvernement Ottoman ferait & l'avenir, des dispositions 
Futiraité de Paris sur cette matidre, et je fais & cet égard les plus amples 
tt les plus formelles réserves. = 

"Tout en formulant cetto déclaration je 
wink auto chosen woe que de sauvegarder. Is principe t,o, drat 
Men efforts tendent uniquement 4 fixer d'une manidre claire et préciae 16 
ave ein portde da Traité de Paris, et éviter ainsi tout aujet de maleatendy 
et de désaceord entre tet 1a Sublime Porte, avec laquell 
avons i leurs rapports et dont I'alfaiblisse 

fe aucanement ni dans fos intérets ni clans nos «sis 
‘Je saisis, Ke 


wresse dajouter que j® 
oii 





No, 208, 
Burl Cowley to Lord J: Russetive=(Received October 


(No, 1,912) 
My Lord, 
Hf would appear, from ML 
Beaufort is Hot xatisiied with 
rreunen him of conniving at the excape of nev 
Meee injudicious diaposal of the ‘Turkish troops went to. in 


Parin, October 20, 1860. 


thon, 
i took this opportuaity of mentioning 
teen informed that the Maronites with the ray had coromitted 
a thacisy towards the Drees. \ replied that he 

ity towne were. aul perpetrated by the Marouiter 

aed that acts oF etal Heaufortdecared this corresponeaco that 


tho extont of thom had been much exaggerated: 


to M.Thovvenet that 1 had 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No, 209. 


‘The Secretary 10 the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received October 23) 


Admiralty, October 22, 1860. 
1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
send you herewith, for the information of Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Alfairs, a copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral Martin: date 
ee eth fastant, reporting the arrangements he has made for assembling 
oe qiadron at Corfu, and for leaving » force of frigates and smaller 
Youssls on the coast of Syria. 


Sir, 


Lam, &. 
ned) |W. G, ROMAINE. 


239 
Inclosure in No. 209, 
Fice-Adwiral Martin to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


My Lord, Marlborough,” at Beyrout, October 7, 1860, 
T FAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tne 
2Ath ultimo, directing me to proceed with a sq to Corfi 
the coast of Syria a ent number of frigates and sioaller ¥ 
2. These orders will be carried out in the follow 
Directly the arrangements incidental to the changes ca 
ball put to sea in my flag-ship with the ships named in the margi 
ending them to Corfu. I shall call at Suda Bay, Candia, from whieh 
Place T propose taking the. * to join the squadron to be 
feembled at Corfy, ‘The “Scourge, ‘at Malta from Gibraltar, 
willbe went to And as Iam insteucted that, the force to he 
drawn to Co ; yy bo practicable, 1 sent orders 
to Malta for the " Loodon,” James Watt,” and Orion, 
join my flag. so that the kquadron will consist of the following ships 
* London,” ** Ca * Janes 
Melpomene;* despatch 
vessels « Assurance ” and * Alacrity. 
‘3. ‘Tho squadron that will be feft on the coast of Syria will consiat of 
the ships named in the margin ; 
Tho ve r, With three ships, will make Bt, Geo 
(Meyrout), his head-quarters aftor the 10th Nove 
three vessels will 1 
Which points the whole of the ports will be frequently visited, wx 1 hoy 
Will be unneceasary for the vessels to lie at the open roadstends of the 
coast. 
4. ‘The instructions for the xenior officer, ax conveyed! in your lotter 
to, and I sball take eare 
1 thin eoast a por 
Majesty's Goverament will not coaxe to 
the state of alfaira in Syria, and to demand efficient protection for 
British wubjects and interests 
Tam, 8 
Gignd) |W. F, MART 





No. 210. 
E Lar Dufferin to Lard J. Rusxell—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 18) 
My Lord, Beyrout, October 12, 1800. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that { haye received 
information upon which 1 ca rely, that General de Beaufort hax written 
home for reinforcements. 

T have, &e 
DUFF 





No. 211 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Ruseell.—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 19) 
My Lord, Beyrout, October 12, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordships 
information, copies of the procés-verbaux of the first and second séances of 
the Syrian Commission, held on the 5th and Sth instant respectively 

T have, Ke. 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tepid” (on ter way from apie), 





240 


Inclosure 1 in No. 211, 


Protocol of the First Meeting of the 


Domnicion,Kld at Beyrout, 
October si 


CEJOURD'HUI, cing Octobre, mil huit cent soixante, A deux heures 
die Vaprés-midi, M. de Weckbecker, Commissaire d’Autriche; M. Béclard, 
aiissaire de Frauce : Lord Dufferin, Commissaire de Grande Bre 

Relfues, Commissaire de Prasse 5 M 
Abro Efendi, Déldgué de soa Exeellenes 
Vixtraordinaire de la Sublime Porte, se sont réunis cher le Commis: 
sire Krangais & Vellot dese constituer co Commission conformément & 
Towra instructions reapectives dans le but, (1), de rechercher Vorigine et les 
causes den événements dont In Syrie a été la théétee, do déterminer la part 
‘dos Chefs de Ninwarrection, ainsi que celle dex Axents tle 
provoquer la punit 12) dap 
cior Vétendue dew désaastres qui ont feapps Ie jeunes el 
dle combiner les. m lnger et low vietimen ¢ 
ur dean + Vordee et I 
iquant lea moxlifeations qu'il convient dapporter & 
organisation actuelle dela Montagn ; ee 
Ta présidence appartenante de droit A Fuad Pacha par suite d'uoe 
entonte Avec lex Reprvacntante des cing Grandes Puissances A Constanti= 
noplo, ila dtd décideé & Vue u Vabsence da. Ph 


aw dle Vices Pri 
on, fe fantenil a été oceups: par 
quia déciaeS la aéance ouverte.” Le Préai 
‘euetions, qui kone trouvéex identiquea A cellea dex autres 
Commicaires. It invite la Commission A porter tout d’abord won atten 
tian aur le premice des points éaoncds dans Lx dites instructions, A wavoir, 
herehe do Fariging ot dex cuca cles ée6nementa. Dea documents ea 
i nombre étant adeean # eatés fi chacun sles Commissaires, et 
plupart ne différant pas les unes des autres, i! propose 
nun seul « viter la porte de temps qui réwulterait 
d’on travail moltiple de 

Le Commisaire Peusien propose de continuer la marche suivie 
junqu’d présent par Fuad Pacha ea réclamant ta production des. procts- 
Verbaox éji dreasts par lox soins dex Comminsionn Localen, 

Lie Comminaire Francais, en répondant A 1a proposition da Pr 
dit que plusicars ctablissements religieux, telk que ceux dex 

aadiatts, et de Paro de Terre Sainte, ayant ea A xoulTie lex 
ations qui I 
‘co sujet sont exclusivement de xa compétence et ne 
cuvent faire partic dex archives de Ix Comminsion 

Le Commissaire Russe ajoute qu'il en eat de méme des pidces qui 
Fpurzalet ol tire adremsées concernant Ia. ruine dh ViceCoonulat de 

‘isni Daina ite qui s'y 
rattachent. 

Le Commissaive Pruss 
il avait renue Madeesser 
tions pete tains points détermi 

‘Le Commisaire Frangaix donne lecture d'une note rédigé 
‘4.ce sujet et dont copie Ke trouve annexée an present rocky 
copie de la Wile note ext également remise par lui A Abro Efendi, qui 
éelare, & cette occasion, n'avoir pas regu encore les instructions dont il 
doit dtre munis par Fuad Pacha, sengageunt d'ailleurs A transmettre a 
Plénipotentiaire Ottoman la pide ea question, 

bro tend we clare en outre qu'il ne peut consider cette réunion 
que comme une séance préparatuire, et quil naccepte qu'a titre offic 
fer communications de Mi: fee Commiestires, 

M. Béclard demande si le Colonel Hosni Bek, membre du ‘Tribun 
chargé de juger Khurshid Pacha, est le méme oflicier qui commandait 
garrison de Baalbek. 

Sur la réponse affirmative d’Abro Efendi, qui assure d'ailleurs n 
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connaissance des antécédents de Hosni Bek, le Commissaire Francais 
Thi observer quo la préscace de cet officer, ‘contre lequel il existe des 
mirges trés graves a propos de sa condaite A Baalbek, que sa présence, 
ditih dans le Sein du tribunal extraordinaire de Beyrout est an moins 


-galement comment il se fait que Ie Colonel Nari 
it Sifarrestation. Sa participation au désnstre 
de Zahleh motivai ant cette mesure de rigucur 4 son egard. 

‘Abro Efendi ré {at A Hosni Bek, quil prendra les renseigne- 
Meals nécessaires, et quanta Nuri Bek que ce dernier se trouve a Heyrout 
dans Vienpomsibilué de quitter ln ville, et que cette cireonstance rend 
Buperflu son emprisonnement préventif; que d'ailleursil sera interrogé & son 
touret pani sil y a lion, Abro Efendy ajoute qu'il recovra avec recon: 
Aiaisance toutes les informations que MM, Jes Commissaires jugeront & 
Propose Ini fournir sur lea diverses persorines incul pees 

M. Béclardl ’étonne quran fait anedifférenee en faveurde Nori Bek, vi 
ue taps i a resent de évévements pe galement sur ehncon 

* de Yautories, qui tous lui paraisecnt étro en état de suspicion 
aire Russe demanile des explic Ta cut tad 


fe compta de a coodnite 
Sbiectd qui n'avait aucune connaimance des griefx élevés contee Shakir 
Macha, MM. Novikow lui adresse une autre interpellation relativemont 
Khurshid Pacha, dont le procés a andis quit ul était revenu que le 
{ribonal chargé de du aucun dew témoins qui eussont 
Pu Léclairor 
Abiro Kfondi répond que Vinterrogatoire woal 
feeming, et que quant av 4 il 
Admettre contre la premid 
Le Commissatre Prawn Ton ruses sleveaient étro 
lterroés dans lo cours de Penquéte sur lex actex de Khurshid Pacha qui 
wont i Teur connaissance, Abro Fendi ne retranchve derriire won tanque 
Le Comminsaire Francais constate Vopinion repanc 
oof d'aprd laquelle on #6 serait borné A recuelllir lew 
Bacha aans faire comparaitre aucun témoin, Sil 
Sent incomplete. Mien quo Khurshid Pacha ait été 
premier fonction A pro woine chereher & 
® procurer sur nox actes tous les del 
ident fait remarquer que tout procs er 
Then distineter >i, instruction; 2, la défonse do 


A son avis, Ia Comminsion ni ps I immniscor dang la premi 
‘qui ne regarde nement Ottoman et ne peut 
ans In seconde. 

e droit dintervention dox 
in par une observation de 
formellement reconnu A 


Francais, et aprés 1ui plusiours autres membres de 
ntden observations sur Ie mode suivi par Fuad 
fon et la réparation des dommages soufferbe par lex 


lee caplications données par Abro Efendi que six Comitén 
composts: hommes! spéciaux auxqucls. sont adjoin cas de. Ik 
Motttagne, ont 6té charzés se we transporter sir Jes Tiewx chacun dank 
esas, ont 6 Charades Bo Ar tE rals as, Guirao oa 
rations fen plus ongentes, Ces Comités da dehors sont places wows te 
Eonurte d'une Commission Centrale de Seevurs préside par Abro Efend 
Suir leva de Télat dressé. par les Comités tex intérensés recoivent Ia 
foimme allonée comme sirictoment nécesaire pour rendre Year maison 
Tati, et empl dos fone ext objet ane aurvelinnee toute part 
On ne saceupe pas pour le moment des maisons des mins qui sont 
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les plus codtenses, et en échange desquelles Jes propriétaires recoivent 
provisoirement & Beyrout des logements ainsi que des secours propor 
tionnées a leurs besoins. : j x 

Ine sagit également aujourd'hui que d’assurer aux habitants une 
assistance momentanée & Vaide des sommes fournies par Sa Majesté 
Sultan, Plus tard on s'occupera de In question des indemnités. 

Sur Jn demande de Lord Dufferin, dont la motion subit divers 
modifications, il est décidé que Ia Commission se fera représenter par des 
élégués dans le sein des six Comités dont il vient d’étre fait mention. 
mode de cette délégation est iniqué dans un paragraphe ajouté aprés 
coup, au troisi¢me point de la note annexée av présent procés-verbal. 

Le Commissaire Frangais critique la composition d'une sorte de 
tribunal secondaire dont les attributions ne lui paraissent pas clairement 
définies, que fonetionnent a e6té et sons Ia dépendance du tribunal extra 
ordinaire A Beyrout. Abro Efendi donne quelques élaircissements sur It 
mission confi prétendu tribunal, qui n'est chargé, a titre de limite 
instruction du Tribunal Extraordinaire, que de examen des crimes ol 
délits commis & ur des derniers ¢vénements par des individ 
obscurs. Un seul Chrétien, il est vrai, fait partie de ce tribunal, mais c'est 
aussi le seul capable qu'on ait pu trouver jusqu’a ce j 

Le Commissaire Prussien s'éléve contre cette assertion, et dit que le 
choix de cet unique juge Chrétien n'est pas méme justifié parl'impartialité 
de son caractére, Une conversation s'engage entre les membres de la 
Commission & Vcifet de savoir s'il y a lieu de rétribuer, et sur quels fonds, 
lex délégués adjoints par elle aux six Comités de la Montagne. 

Lord Duflerin propose de faire appel & Ia munificence des Gouverne- 
ments respectifs: cette proposition n'est pas adopté 

Lo Commirsaire Frangaix pense qu'on pourrait cependant se mettre 
en rapport avec le Comité Européen de Secours établi a Beyrout e' 
dle concert avec Je Comité le meilleur ermploi a faire des sommes qu'il au 
xa disposition. M, Béclard donne ensuite lecture d'une requéte qui Lut 
416 adroasé par Ja famille Bedran ‘Tabet de Deir-el-Kamar 

Cette famille se plaint de ce que le ‘Tribunal de Beyrout Ini opposant 
un principe de la. lol Musulmane, ait exigé Ia nomination d'un procurett 
ligal pour représenter les orphelins mineurs. I en résultait que jusqu’i 
Tor majorité los dits mineurs seraient privés du droit de poursuivre les 
assassins de leurs parents, i 

Abro Efendi s'ompresse de déclarer que le principe Ini parait 
inapplicable & Beyrout, attendy qu'on ne a pas invoqué & Damas. 

La sénnce est lovée a cing heures, etl est décidé que la séance suivante, 
fixée au Lundi, § Octobre, aura tiew chez le Commissaire Anglais, qal ® 
offert de mettre un local spécial 4 la disposition de la Commission 

(Signé) WECKBECKER, Vice-Prévident, 
L. BECLARD, 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
REHEUES. 
NOVIKOW. 
ABRO. 


1. Damas.—La_ Commi Je communication des dossiers 
relatifs A la procédure snivie contre les coupables ou accusés; cette 
communication dont lui servir & se former une opinion sur In question 
savoir s'il y alien d'exercer de nouvelles poursuites, 

Ln Commission est davis que le désarmement général de la popula: 
tion de Damas est une mesure Wargence que le Gouvernement ne doit pas 
hésiter prendre. 

2, Beyrout—La Commission demande des éclaircissements. sur 1% 
nature de lenquéte commencée contre Khoorshid Pacha et 
autorités. Son droit d'intervention dans cette enquéte est évident. La 
Commission est disposée & Vexercer das & présent soit personnellements 
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Soit par ses Délégués. Méme demande en ce qui concerne Menquéte 
Projetée ou commencée contre les Druses, 

3. Les Chrétiens.—II importe de les faire rentrer ches eux le plus-tdt 
Possible. Pour cela il faut d'abord aviser  lensevelissement des cadavres 
Stla reconstruction des maisons, puis subvenir aux besoins des nécessiteux, 
¢t pourvoir a la sécurité de tous, 

Ladministration locale ayant déja chargé six Comités distincts de 
rocéder dans les différents localités A l’évaluation des dommages, In 

mmission est d'avis de désigner six personnes de son choix qui pourront 
Ktre adjointes a chacun des six Comités, ou se réunir entre elles de 
ficon a former un Comité distinct. Ces six personnes délégués par la 

mmission exerceront un controle direct sur les actes dex Comités 
Auxquels elles seront adjointes. 

4. Suppression provisoire de la Caimacamie Druse.—La Commission 
& besoin de quelques expli as méme oi Ia 
Récessité en serait démontrée, attendu qu’aucun changement, meme provi- 
Soire, dans V'organisation administrative da Liban ne saurait avoir lieu 
fans la participation ou l'acquiescement des Grandes Puissances, 
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Protocol of the Second Merting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
October 9, 1860. i 


ine PJOURD'HUL, neuf Octobre, mil huit cont soixante, les Commis- 
Tries des cing Grandes Puissances, et Abro Efendi, délégue de son 
Excellence Fuad Pacha, Commisaairo Extraordinaire de’ la Porte, se sont 
Féunis & Boyront ches le Commissaire de Sa Majesté Britannique. La 

fiuce est ouverte & deux heures de laprés-midi, sous la présidence de 
M. de Weckbecker, 

; We procés-verbal de Ia séance précédente est lu et adopté, aprés avoir 
Subi quelques modifications. Abro Efendi mayant pas tech encore les 
Mstructions qui doivent lui etre adressées par Fuad Pacha ne croit pas 
Pouvoir signer ce procis-verbal: nn débat s'egage a co propos 

,_ he Commissaire Russe donne lecture des instructions que Fuad Pacha 
Wi-méme a di recevoir de sou Gouvernement ot dont le texte defini a 
communiqué aux Représentants des Puissances intéressés. Sur 
Observation qui Ini est faite que sa signature ne doit avoir pour effet q 
¢ Constater sa présonce ct l'exactitade du compte-rendu, Abro Efendi se 
ide A signer avec tous les Commissaires lo procés-verbal de la 
Premicre séance. 
Hi renouvelle A cette occasion la réserve déja faite par lai et déclare 
(is Jes informations qu’il a fournies ne sauraient, en labsence d'instructions 
ela part de Fuad Pacha, avoir aucun caractére officiel, 
Lord Dufferin interpelle Abro Efendi sur un fuit des plus graves a la 
Charge de Hasan Efendi, Gouverneur de Hasbeya, et de Mustafa Pacha, 
ommandant des troupes dans le village de Mai 
Le premier aurait donné Fordre de relicher des prisonniers Druses; et 
utecon. apres s‘étre fait liver ces prisonniers, les aurait mises en 
rte. 
Abro Efendi n’a aucune connaissance de cet incident, sur lequel il 
Promet de faire des recherches. me 
Plusicurs des Commissaires prennent successivement la parole anaujet 
da droit d'intervention que posséde la Commission, sans avoir pu obtenir 
Buore la faculté de 'exercer pour ce qui regarde le proces dee Khurshid 
jacha, et celui des autres personnes traduites devant le tribunal extrann 


dinaire de Beirdt. 
En ce qui concerne les témoignages qu'il importe de recueillir, M. de 
Weekhecker est d'avis que la Commission ne pourrait faire comparaitre 
iectement devant elle, en l'absence de Fuad Pacha, les personnes qui 
riraient de foursir des renseignements. 





Il pense qu’en agissant ins? Ia Commission outrepassait son droit. 

Cotte opinion est combattve par les C aires de Prusse et de 
France, Abro Efendi aborie dans le sens du Commissaire Autrichien. La 
Commission doit évitor, itil, tout co qui pourrait porter atteinte & 
Fautorité souvéraine da Sultan et affaiblir son prestige. Le Gouvernement 
fait tout ce quit peut. Des actes dle sévérité ont eu fiew A Damas. En ce 
inoment Puad Pacha eat dans le Liban occapé A panir les coupables, et & 
noulager Jes Chirétiens. 

Le Commissaire Prussien rovient au de Khurshid Pacha, sor 
foquet a Commission manque toujours d'éclaireissement, 

M. Novikow regrette également que la Commission n’ait regu du 
Gouvernement au niunieation, bien qu'elle ait manifesté le déaie 
Aexercer son droit d'investigation xur la totalité des faits qui se sout 

Co droit, ditil, a 616 conlirmé par admission formelle de In Porte aut 

insion exprimée elairement. dans Tex 
Extraordinaire; ot It 
pour 
oment oi elle en x formulé In xeconde par éerit & som 

1 Pacha par Ventremiao d’Abro Efendi. 
fendi fait observer quion doit d'abord laisser A Fuad Pacha te 
jpondre A Ix note dans laquelle les Commixxaires lui ont fait part 

de leurs intentions 

Le Comminsaire Francais appuie la réclamation de MM, de Rebfues 
et Novikow, Il attend avec impaticnce Jo moment 0 la Commission 
pourra intorvenir dans Ve 

Le Daligué Ottoman #etonne qu'on yeuille entraver Ia liborté d'action 

iad Pacha, M, de Rehifues dit que les instructions dex Con oe 

lear preacrivent pax de commence lours travaux que lorsque Koad 

i auea torming wa teh 

Le Comminsaire Frangais ervit waperceroir que Fuad Pacha 
Néprouvo pas atest vivenient que lex autres mombres de la Commission Ve 

er dexereee une action commune, tandia que ceux-ci_w eis A 

onidre avec Ini 
Abro Rfensli no partage pas cette opinion, 
1 me A Ii Comminsion de xe transporter A Mokbtaral, 
M, Iéclard n'eat pas de cet avis, I eut été charmé que Fund Pi 
foe présent & Beirit, pour y prondre part aux travaus de la Comin 
pnw Ja € rejoindre le Plénl- 
wh. Dans aon opinion les Commnissaires dea 
it ae transporter A Damas. Les nouvelles 
dernier licu de eette ville lui fort graves. Par sa 

présence, In Commission parviendrait, non seulement a rassure 
Population Chrétienne ep sntimidant les auteurs mais a 
Uéterminer Je chatiment des vraix coupables qui jusqu’a présent o'ont 

pins 66 attoints 

HH faut que’ Ia justice adue en quelque sorte depuis le départ de 

Fuad Pacha rep is la Corumission ne devait pas 
iter Beir av 
ion Figoureuse A 
Pacha ot nes complices 
Weckhecker est i'aecord avec te préopinant sur Patitité d’an 
e naix la Commission pourrait xe vendre dana cette ville 
aprés 6tre allée Wabord we cuncerter avec Fuasl Pacha & Mokbtiieah 
Le Commissaire Prussien dit qu'on ne pourra soccuper div proces de 
ha que Tersqu’on aura regu la réponse di Piénipotentiaire 
Quant aux dangers qui peuvent menaver la population Chr 
tionnn de Damas, il ne wen rend pas bien compte 

M. Novikow s'en range 4 Fopinion de M. Béclant sur fo 
d'un voyage de la Commissivn & Damas, tone en admettant In néserve 
ndiqué par M, de Rehfues. c'est on ne doit aller & Damas 

hnvolr pris une part acti re qui se poursuit 


8 mesures convenal r imprimer 
ntamée contre Khurshid 
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Le Cowmissaire Prussien pense que Ia crainte approavée par les 
Mosuimans de Damas de voir lear ville aeupte pac les f0upes Pranaines 
doit étee une cause de sécurité pour les Chrétiens. 
Le Commissaire Francais croit aussi que pour les Musulmans de 
. Foceupation Francaise serait une profanation, mais il tient grand 
Sompte des haines religieuses, qui sont plus profoudes que jamais. - Déga 
fn aait que les mencurs sont en relation avec les Druses du Haaran, 
En frappant la téte du complot, on pourrait arréter le mouvement qui se 
prépare. Je son opinion, M, Béclard doune lecture de plusiours 
Pisses particuliére dans lesquels 
Consul de Fi présente la situation comme s'étant modifi 
HS un scan tréa ficheux. 
__-M. Béclard donne aussi lecture de quelques fragments d'une lettre du 
(Général de Beavsort qui sombleraiont proaver que ta présence de Fund 
cha et co xes troupes dans Je sud dies districts mistes. 1a produit 
qu'd co jour aucun réenltat séricux, Les Druses ont pu_gagner le 
ersant les i A la garde de Varméo ‘Furkque, on 


Us manqueot de 
Realr A incr sccoara ie plus 18; posal, sult au wooyen dos foacda. ua 
at Tet Comite de Meyrout, vit mame au moyen d'un emprumt, “tl 
Termine en anvongant is. prochatie areivée du Gonéral de Weautort, qu 
a slgn dorant eon sejour & Usyrowt, doe exettre ea rapport avec 
bos Cormmissaires. 

Me de Weekbecker recommunde pour venir en aie aux Chrétiens In 
formation d'un Comité Central do. Sec ‘Cette. proposition est 
Réotralement: appuyée, meme par ‘Lord. Dufferin, qu fait observer, 

fang le Comits"Anglo-Atncricaia n'eat pas libre do se fondre dans 
Je sein dex autres Comités. Revenant sur quelquex uns dos points articulés 
éndral de Weaufort, M.-Béclard. pio iu s6queatre mis 
La siquostre Tapplique nix grains des Chrétiens 
Destx de Drove. 

BM, de Hehfvea cite A Nappui. da passage rolatif aux Druxc 
Gui cat venu hvac gat quis reatreat de tous cOt6 

mech ae, partout ob il paraiasent. ies sokdats Tiree. 1 

Tia Comabaice Frangals fale observer que 

ca den deruiets Gvénemeats, que duos ten Tocalités 08 i vo tronvat 
gerauons Taree.’ Il invogea nur ce, point lo témolguage de Mt de 
Weckbecker, qui reconnalt Texactitade de’ cette assertion, -Abro K 
vit pouvol?sifiraer que le Drusea qui rentreat dane Je Libat sont 
manures par Ia proclamation do Fuad Pacha. Locaqu'ih 
fonveat des Chretiens fastalléa'ches en, ile en expulsent 
Tord Dafiorn nur la question de savoir quolte mesure Runt U 
A Mokh pour mettre Ia main sur lox Drusea coupable 
pond: len mesures sonten vole drexécition. ual Pacha no. pest 
four faire Ta fos, atta Commission doit attendre Ia. communication Wes 
Miauilats obleous neat metre une opinion aur ses actex 

SI Bdclord incnte eur In nécessté We trausdérer le siége deta Commis 
tion i Damas. 

i Camisaire Prose coc quan pet par dnutrex moyen ene 

sicurite an, popalation Chrétiease de Damas iandia quil ext urgent 
Minterveaie dane les proces qui sinstruisent a Hoirit.. 

Mttsa Rtendi oe heat dita faire ancuve communication relativenent 
Ace procés avant d’y avoir été autorisé par ses instructions. 

Le Président fait observer que la Commission ne peut agir que dle 
Concert avec Fad Pacha 

Abeo Efendi demand si les ive 
exercer” pendant fe cours de la procedure oa aprés Tachsvement du 
Procin 

Il lui est répondu que dans le dernier cas les investigations le plus 








souvent seraient illusoires, Sor V'insistanee du Président, qui juge néces- 

saire pour la Commission de se readre & Mokhtirah, ‘alin d'entrer ea 

fapport direct avec Fuad Pacha, le Commissaire Prussien exprime 

Voplnion qu’aprés ce qui west passé, une telle démarche serait contraire 

In dignité des Commissaires. " Cette opinion est partagée par le Commit= 

faire Francais, mais combattue par Abro Efendi, qui trouve que la question 
Thumanité doit passer avant tout. 

‘Le Commissaire Russe insiste sur la nécessité de sortir de Vinaction 
dans laquelle Ia Commission se trouve. Il veut qu'on intervienne sans 
retard dans enquate ouverte a Beirat 

"Tous les Commissaires reconnaissent qu’il y a liew pour eux de 

is I'6poque de ce voyage, tout en devant &tre prochaine 
West pas détinitivement arretée. 

Ue Commissaire Francais dépoxe sur lo burean une requtte des 
habitants Chr qui ae plaignent de Vaffreuse sitaation & 
laquelle ils sont 

Test décidé, sur In proposition du Président, que cette question sera 
examinge dans la séance suivant 

Tent également déciel 

voc les Présidents des Con 
rendre dans lo 

La séance est levée & cing heures et demic 


{. de Weckbecker se metten en rapport 
ira, et les inviters 


\Snivent les wignatures.) 





Lard J: Russell 10 Consul Brant. 
(No, 9) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 25, 1860, 

T HAVE received ftom Sir Moses Montefiore the letter of which, and 
ofthe petition inclosed ia it, L horewith tranxmit to. you eopies,® from 
whieh it would appear that the Chriatians at Damascus are endeavouriag 
to raino an gainat the Jews of that place as having taken part 
with the M min the late atrocities committed upon the Cheistiat 

oputation 

T have seen nothing in the correspondence of Her Majesty's servants 
in Syria to juatify auch an imputation, and, indeed, the communication 
{rom Sir Moses Montefiore was the frat information on the subject which 
has reached me; and Toeed not say that, whil sible to believe 
that the charge brought against the Jews rests upon any foundation, the 
fact of its being made reflects littlo oredit upon the Christians, who show 
have boon taught by their own aufferin all attempts 
involve others equally jonocent with th 
ties as thone of which Damascus hns lately been the theatry, 

T have ta instruct you to pay immediate attention to this matter, and 
to uxe your utmost endeavours to presceve the Jewish population of 
Damascus from becoming the victims of auch monstrous You 
will state to the Governor of Damascus that Her Majesty’ Ambaxs 
Constantinople has been instructed to call the a of the Porte to 
this hai at the Jews, and to req ld be protect 
from wrong in conscquence thereof ; and y ara tho Governor that 
his conduct io thin respect will be mast closely scrutinized, and that He 
Majesty's Government will uso their utmoxt influence with the Porte t@ 
cauise any harsh and unmerived treatment which may be inflicted on Jews 
by Turkish authorities to be visited on those authorities with the save 
noverity as would be wrongs done to Christians 


(Signed) 
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Lord J. Rustell to Consul-General Moore 


Foreign Office, October 25, 1860. 


NSMIT to you, under flying seal, a despatch which 1 have 
Adldressed to Mr. Consill Brant respecting the apprehensions of the Jews 
of Damascus in consequence of their having been charged by the Christians 
with having taken part with the Mussulmans in the late massacres. 

‘You will forward my despatch to Mr. Brant, showing it in. the first 
instance to Lord Dufferin, if he is still at Beyrout; and you will hold to 
Fuad Pasha, yy of the high Turkish authorities with whom you 
may be in communication, the same language on this subject ax that which 
Thave prescribed to Mr. itrant 


Lam, &e. 
Signed) J. RUSSEL 





0. 214, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir I, Bulwer. 
(No. 570) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 25, 1860, 

LT ACQUAINTED you, by my telegram of the 20th instant, with the 
apprehensions felt by the Jows at Damascus in consequence of the charger 
brought against them by the Chriatians of having instigated the late 
mawnacre all the attontion of the Porte to the 
subje Consuls at Damascus and Beyrout 
to interpose for the protection of th 

your Excel f a Lotter 
from Sir Moses Montefiore and of the petit nclosed_ in 
it, on which my telegram was fou nd also a copy of an instruction 
which T have arldressed to Mr. Conwul Brantet 

Your Excellency will learn from theso papers as well the details of 
the representation which has boon made to Her Majesty's Government ax 
the view that they have taken of it; and I fave to instruct you to w 
very effort to induce the Porte to take the moxt effectual measures to 
Hreasrve the Jews from becoming viotims of the unfounded changes which 
have been brought against them 

Fam, &e. 
Signed) | J. RUSSELL. 





No, 219, 
Lord J, Russell o Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No, 578) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 25, 1860, 

L HAVE received from Her Majesty’ Consul at Damascus a despatch 
dated the Sth instant, identic with his No. 51 to your Excellency, and 1 
have to call your attention to the state of things at that place, ax reported 
by Mr. Brant. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No, 216. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 19) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, October 25, 1860, 
HER Majesty's Government cannot but commend the humane and 
‘generous motives which led your Lordship to give your private security 
+ No, 212 t No. 199.08 212. 





o Fuad Pasha to enable him to raise 50001,, under the circumstances 
reported in your despatch No. 18 of the 29th of September to Sir Heary 
alwer ; but I regret to state to you that they cannot relieve your Lord 
ship from the pecuniary obligation which you have incurred. 
Tam, &: 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





Sir H. Bulwer to Lard J. Russell —( Received October 27.) 


No. 669, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 16, 1860. 
A private letter I have received from Mr. Brant 
iat he says of M. Oates that I should have to 
say of M. clo Lavalette, manner of both weems friendly and plausible, 
hut neither the one nor the other inapinox me with confidence. 
Thave, & 
Signed!) HENRY L. BULWER. 


Tclosure in No, 217, 
Consul Brant to Bir H. Bulwer. 


1 HAVE been favoured by your Excoller 
seplamber, I hate long voce oxpreened tay ¢ 
Pacellancy’s flatering a 
able to state that Lo u "porobaties 

egraultying 
isha has been too tender of t criminals, and too 
pricks in’ obtalaing. sthienon whieh ngalnsy toch jeoeid wot have boag 
Expected to be procered.. “a incolpate certala, persoen Meesulaans wil 
not give decisive testimony. 

1 feel persuaded that Her Majesty's Commissioner will not fail to 
press hile Fixeslleney to-exectte justice, but the example will have lst a 
reat dont of ita salutary effect by delay. 

Your Exeetloney will perceive that fanaticism is not yet crashed out © 
it i depressed, bat only waite an opportunity again to ralse ite head, and 
to acouge what it considers the wrungy it has suffered, “After all Eusd 
Pastis dologa, let there ancerel a weak Adaioisteation, aad. the same 
scenes are more to be apprehended than they were before. 

‘Outrey is. in my opinion, a very difficult man to fathom; wnder the 

frank professions, | cannot feel that he is sincere, Looking 
jer who sorround hit, at the reports which neem to 
originate from the French followers, at the plausible explanations of very 
questionable pecuniary claims on ‘the ‘Turkish Government (which are 
universally regarded as iniquitous exactions), and at the general feeling of 
all who are not of the French party, notwithstanding his own agreeable, 
vlausible, ail apparently fraak benring—-as T said. before. | cansot, tcust 
m. It must be remembered that his brother is First Dragoman to the 
French Embassy, that there exixted the most intimate relations with 
M.Thouvenel, and that the xame exist with the Marquis of Lavalette; that 
French Consuls have usually and pp e instractions how Uo act 
tuner such circumstances your will not be at a loss to appre 
Cte the part he is likely to play in Syria better than T am. 
Your Exeeller inquires about Colonel O'Reilly. He has been 


absent the greater part of the time since his return to Syria with Fuad 
‘ha, employed in conveying his Kxeeliency's orders to Leyrout, it 
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Other affairs of which { have no knowledge. He seems to entertain a 
high opinion of his Chief. 

His Highness \bd-cl-Kader bas received the Medjidié from. the 
Sultan, the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour, a pair of pistols from 
the President of the United States. He is about to receive a high decora- 
tion from Sardinia; while from the British Government he has on ly had 
& letter of thanks which I was directed to address to his Highness, 1 
believe this has caused a feeling of disappointment. Could not. some= 
thing be done to remove this? 

Thave, &e. 

Sigocd) JAS. BRANT. 
ee ew ER 
No.8. 

Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. —( Received October 27.) 
Wo. 676, 
My Lord, Therapia, October 16, 1860, 

AS some observations were made in Parliament and elsewhere in 

Wweation of the part taken by Her Majesty's Ambassador as to the affairs 
‘Sy Thave deemed it well, notwithstanding the flattering manner in 

Which my conduct was alladed to. at the time by Her Majesty's Govern- 

Ment, to draw ap and here transmit a brief account of the steps taken by 

me in relation to those affairs, ao that if the publication of further 

dospatchox ax to this aubject takes place, I may, within as short. a 

fompass ax pone, eorrect at once any misconceptions or Iistepreenta: 
th 

When 1 was first app , the Earl of Malmesbury 
Speeeclarty. directed my att }o Syrian affairs, and to some deapatches: 
from Mr. Alison thoreupon,* ‘The pith of these deapatehes was, that our 
Consuls were too much in the habit of getting irretrievably into disputes 
With the local authoritica and other foreign agents on frivolous grodn 
thereby greatly embarrassing the conduct of allaira. 

‘On my arrival at Constantinople, alter sume communication with 
Mr. Alison, I addressed an instruction to Hor Maj jesty"s Consul-General at 
Beyror ehh war suhag adap hy oer foreign Gavern mens 

tel of the instructions. they ‘shonld Tsao to. their 
lat an understanding was also com 
nbassics, with the approbation of U 
Ments, to the offect that when the French and English Cor vy 
dikagreement, their differences should be referred to M. Thouvenel and 
mya 

‘The object of these instructions was to. provide (since whatever 

Mite occurs between a Consul and a Pasha has ultimately to be 
Teferred to Constantiaople) that all dixpotes of this nature ahould be 
eferred to Hor Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. before they had 
FRaciel a certain beight: and onthe same principle that before disputes 
between the French and English Consuls had become difficult of arrange: 
Ment, the causes of them should be impartially investigated by thelr 
Auperior authority 

T may add that this instruction produced the best effect, and that 
from that time up to the prosent the Raglish and French Consuls-Gencral 
and Consulx have acted in tolerable accord. 

‘On the Int of January in the following year, Llikewise gave a Consular 
{circular) iostraction, ‘This instruction prescribed the general line which, 
Consuls should pursue in the ordinary course of affairs; but in the case of 
extraordinary circumstances, left the greatest latitude to the local Agents, 
making their own judgment the rule of their conduct. 

Inthe beginning of the autumn of last year, 1 had cause to consider 
that the state of Syria was exceedingly unxatisfrctory. I wrote to Fond 
Pasha, consequently, in the strongest manner, on the complaints, which 
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reached me, stating: ‘It is therefore with the most earnest and anxions 
desire to maintain the best interests of the Empire, as well as to protect 
those of Her Majesty's subjects, that I submit to the Porte the necessity 
of a more rigorous treatment towards all who violate their duty, without 
which the excellent ions of the Sultan and his Ministers in thest 
countries will be in vai 

‘And I required, about that time, the removal of Khoorshid Pasha 
from Beyrout. I renewed this demand in another official note, dated 
September 1, and whieh is in your Lordship's hands. I also wrote to 
your Lordship expressing my desire to visit Syria myself, if it were 
pomrib, in onder to acquire that knowledge of a coentry which can alone 

acquired by personal inspection, suggesting that if this was incon 

nt Mr. Alison should be sent; and I also suggested the advisability 

ing one or two ships of war to the coast of Syria, in order (0 

port the Femonstrances which we might deem it ft to make.t Your 

Lordship. paid me the compliment of thinking that my presence could not 

bo apared at Constantinople, but consented to the mission of Mr. Alison. 

Your Lotdahip thought at the xame time, for reasons which, looking at 

the general vate of European affairs at that moment, seemed 0 me Wighly 
jndicions, it_woukd not be expedient to disperse Her Majesty's nav! 

forces in tho Mediterranean without some immediate and pressing necessity 

Mr. Alinon was consequently sent with the instructions of whieh your 
Lordship approved, and to which Phere refer:t 

Te Is clear that during the mission of a person of the weight aod 
ability of Mr, Alison, Tid not like to take any decided ateps of a general 
nature io Syrian affsira unless suggested by him and in so far my 
vorresponderice with the Consuls could only be Wiited. 

Tahould state, however, that directly Mr. Alison’ Report reached me 
1 communicated its substance verbally to the Grand Vizier and tho Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, and subsequently forwarded them a t 
sane, and pressed strongly upon both the necosity of adopti 
immediate and decisive steps for extablishing the Sultan's autho 
weomed to be dangerously weak, and putting down the administrative 
abuses which appeared to prevail throughout the whole of one of the moat 
important provinces of the Ottoman dominions. Here, indeed. bs the place 
that T shoukl observe, that when Mr. Alison went to Syria 1 strongly 
advised the Porte to send a ‘Turkish Commissioner with extraordinary 
powers, so that the two might her, and. that such changes a8 
could be made at once shold be made without a moment's delay. “Fuad 
Pasha agreed in the principle contained in my recommendation, but he 
observed, that if an Ottoman Commissioner was invested with the powers 
1 deseribed, and wax sent contemporancously with Mr, Alison, it would 
excite the fealoury of other Powers. However, he added, he would keop the 
idea in mind. and on the first favourable occasion it should be carries out. 

On the return of Mr. Alison. therefore, I again pressed my former 
counsel pon the attention of the Porte, which promised me that it should 
be attended to, and I wrote informing your Lordship of this resolution. 

Shortly after this the "Turkish Ministey was disorganized by the 
dismissal of Aali Pasha, and then 1 brought the question of seading & 
High Commissioner to Syria before Kuprisli Pasha. 

He, like his predecessor, approved of the plan, but said there was 
some difficulty at that time in selecting a fitting person, in consequence 
of the differences that, owing to the recent change of Ministry, prevailed 
among the leating persons of the Empire, and which, shortly afterwards, 
Ted to Kuprisli’s overthrow. 

Rushdi Pasha was Kaprisli's successor, and 1 again brought before 
him my decided opinion as to the nomination in question, and the absolute 

of Laking urgent steps as to Syrian affairs. Rushdi Pash: 
predecessors, agreed entirely with my view, but. i 
predecessors, hesitated constantly as to the choice to be made: and i 
Worthy of remark, that as I had suggested Kupristi Pasha as a fitting 
* See in Sirf Babwer’e No 113 0 Aut 34, 1859. 
4) See Sic H. Bulwer No, 118 of Aven 34,1830, 
} Cope inland Sie I. Babe's No 177 af Seplmber 27, ntl No 210 af October 10, 1888. 
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‘Selection before his Highness was Grand Vizier, so I suggested it again 
when he went out of office. 

My opinion now is that had Kuprisli Pasha either of these times been 
Sent to Syria, circumstances would not have arisen which we now deplore. 

It is, however, to be said that the argaments used both by Aali and 
Roshdi Pasha against offering Kuprisli the appointment were plausible, 
od, perhaps, just 

hey decmed he would consider it rather ax a pretest for getting rid 

Sf a rival than as « proposal for giving. undor eritical circumstances, 

igh important post to a funetionary’ distinguished for his zeal and 
ity 

At last, in the beginning of April, thinking not only that the general 
affairs of the Empire were, in many respects, in a critical state, but that 
hone of Syria expecially required the promptest attention, I appointal an 
interview with Rushdi Pasha, at which I requested both Aali and Fuad 
40 be present; and as Rushdi Pasha did not speak French with perfoct 
Huency, and as I also wished to have a witness at my interview, 1 took 
Mr. Etienne Pisani, the head interpreter of the Embassy, with me to this 
interview. 

‘On this occasion, after setting before the Grand Vizier many abi 
which I conceived required immediate redress, and telling tim plainly 
that when persons were appointed to high situations it wax incumbent 
upon them to take upon themselves the responsibility attached thereto, 

urged the three Turkish dignitaries who were present to act with more 

igour and decision, and xaid that unless they Increased their strength 
in’Syria, and sont an able and capable man there at once, I threw apon 
them the whole responsibility of whatever might occur. 

‘On the 20th of May, from one of the reparls of Mr, Le Moore, then 
Acting as head interproter, I extract the following passage i— 

“Twent on to xay that your Excellency had repeatedly drawn the 
Attention of the Ministers to the state of thingy in Syria, bat that, 

the solemn promises made to you to introduce reforms and 
tstablish a better system of government in that distracted country, as yet 
No stops have been taken in that sense, and that things continue in the 
‘tame state to the detriment of the interests of all the parti 
‘or i# this all; xo atrongly wax | impressed with the necessity of 
Keeping watch over Syrian affairs thot, following up the auggeation which 
At the end of August had made to your Lordship, U had made frequent 
Soggeations to the Admiral on te station to send, whenever the exigeacien 
Of the public service admitted of it, a vemel to the coast of Syria. 


From a private letter written’ to me by the Admiral in the month of 
March [extract the following passage: — 

T was deterred from sending a ship to the const of Syria in the 

‘utamn by my instructions to take all my disposal vessels with me to 


Gibraltar; but the «C “which 1 had iotended should have gone to 
Boyrout, hias retarned with me, and having: been refitted L intended wendiny 
her there after the arrival of the Euglish mails, to communicate and 
‘and co-operate with Mr. Moore, anid remain on the coast until her 
Provisions are nearly expended. which was to be about the month of 
Il be neon that there wax a probability of a 
ie i that period up, 
to tho month of July, and that this would have been effected by my advice. 
Subsequent circumstances, however, interfered with the arrangement; 
and it is to be observed that nothing is more difficult for an Admiral than 
to attend to the different calls that are made upon tim —a consideration 
tthich most limit an Ambassador io his requests and in attempting to 
them beyoud certain bounds upon the Admiral, who generally 
exercises a sound discretion. 

Some further correspondence, however, took place between me and 
the Admiral from the time to which allude to the month of June (JuneS), 
‘when I telegraphed to him in the following terms:— 

“Serious accounts, but possibly exaggerated, reach me from the 
Syrian coast, 

“The French intend sending one ship or more there. If you can 









































spare one send it there, it would certainiy be desirable; and in such case 
T would recommend it should be a vessel of some importance: 
‘As to my correspondence with Sir, Moore I have said that up to the 
dof Mr. Alison's quitting Syria, that correspondence was necessarily 
a 
‘vir Lordahip knows well enough that in correspondence in general 
whether a8 to your Lordship with me, or as to mine with a Consul in te 
Gxtoman Empire, only those despatches, as. general rule, are answered 
which require an answer, without which it would be impossible to gel 
through the public business. 

Mr. Moore’s genoral instructions were sufficient for all ordinary eases: 

ything to him in extraordinary and unforescen cases; which 
ntend. if you have an agent you can trust, is the only satisfactory 
course to adopt: and. thus it proved—for when unforeseen circumstances 

frome Mr. Moore was able to att, and dil act, on hls own Junigment, 
ff to. an Ambassador’ here te that Ube 
Ambassador, antes he disapproves the Consus conduet, should carry out 
Not only was every ordinary preeaution taken hy me against neglect 
Syrian affairs, a particular state of things exiated at the Embassy, 
sulored it next to impossible that any neglect could take place O8 

abjee 

Tie the 19th October, 1859, to the month of March, Mr, Lionel Moore 
conducted under my orders the Consular correspondence relative to Syeiity 
and diligently attonded to the questions connected with it ‘This same 
daty follow Mr. Ab on his recorn in March. Now Me. Lionel Moore it 

on of Mr. Moore, in Syria Mr, Alison had just come 

1m Syria, and been atudying its affairs. ‘The employment of thes 
gentlemen, ‘therefore, as describes, furnished the beat guarantee that 
hie niportant-evuld bo ceerionkeely and, tn tre, oo Saating” my ef 
‘over the despatches from Syria T have acen that on each of them every atep. 
thnt was necessary was immediately taken upon them. ‘Thus, up to the 
ances fn the. Mountain. occurred, every hiSg 
that wax porsiblo to provent these disturbances had bees urged a 
suggested. they broke out, 1 not only gave Mr, Moore every. 
personal countenance and assistance in my power,—I immediately got the 
ior Representatives to act with me in prescribing to their Consulae 
Agents to act in union with Her Majesty's ConsulsGeneral. 

‘hu to’ Keeping your Lortahip gecerally faforened ax to the state of 
Syria, you ave perfectly aware of how much this wan the caso, and in 
onder not to oucumbor my wtatoment, 1 shall merely refer to the deapatehea 
tnatked in the margin.® 

My general opinion at the first breaking out of the Mountain war was 
cortainly that that war would be confived to the Mountain, and expeod 
itself ax such ware have gonerally doos, aot only ia Mount Lebanon, but 
in-all places where hontile and armed tribes are similarly placed towards 
ach ober within sited ehecle 

‘The extraordinary means whi itix said, were taken to excite mutual 
lara and animosity dn the ene sides and the extraordinary conduct of the 
Ottoman troops and their leaders on the other, carried matters beyond the 
hounds which under the daual course of circumstances could have been 
calculated upon 

All the events that occurred, Lda not pretend, then, (o have anticipated: 
but that for which I claim eredit is for having far nome time past obserst 
the general state of Syria, and the particular state of Mount Lebanon, 
‘and foreseon that unleas some remedy’ wax applied to each, great evils 
great dangers would be the consequence ; and for having also taken eve 
Fron in my. power to prevent thane evils ond dangers fron occureing 
when Laay that the Sultan and his Ministers have both done me the hy 
to acknowledge that had my advice been followed the ities that we 


© a.207, September 19, 1958) No. 38, Non 

No. 260, November 22, 1889 ; No 208, Daveruber 
1s00; No. 331 b URED: Nay 386, Joly 2, 180; 
00), Nav 392, July 11, W860! Noo 408, July to, 1900) No. 418, Jly 19, 1800" 





253 


have had to deplore would not have taken place, I feel that I have nothing 
more to add to this statement, 
Ihave, &e. 
Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 





No. 219, 


Sir H. Buheer to Lord J. Russell, (Received October 27.) 
(No. 681.) 


My Lord, Therapia, October 17, 1860. 
HAVING received from Lord Dufferin various despatches, numbered 


; 1 to No. 21, of whieh copies have been already forwarded to your 
Lordship, (have consigned my observations on their contents in a despatch 
fransmitted herewith in copy for your Lordship's information. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY 1. BULWER, 
Inclosure in No. 219, 


‘Sir H. Bulwer to Lord Dufferin 
My Lord, Therapia, October 15, 1860. 

| HAVE received your Lordship's despatches from No, 1 to No. 21, 
both inclusive. 

In the first placo I should mention to you that the Fronch Ambassador 
fomplained to me the other day of the collective note written by. the 
Commissioners to Fuad Pasha, deeming that it makox the Commisxion too 
‘dependent upon his attendi ittings. I confexs I could wee nothing, 
in the communication referred to, (0 justify such complaint, and | undor- 
Sand fcom him this evening that that affair is at all events how arranged 
Aatinfactorily 

For my own part in this, ax well ax in all other matters, you seem to 
Me to have acted with perfect judgment and propriety, and in such a 
Manner aa to merit Hor Majesty's Government's approbation, 

The cruelticn which you signalizo ax having been committed by the 

ronites manifest that it ix neither the spirit of the Druwex nor of the 
Maronites which deserves peculiar reprobation : the one and the other evince: 
Aalizpontion which distinguishes the Maronite Christian but lite from 

fide, 


, ea oF Maronit 

Aare indeed to be considered ax constituting the Gover: 
they are hound, therefore, to preserve order and put down violence on 
Whatever aide i¢ manifentsitsell aiid. Europe, which, contided to them the 
Fovernment of Syria, has a right to exnct from them the obligations which 
All government impouen, 

“The ponishinent of those Turkish functionaries who failed in their 
daties was thus a simple question on which no doubt could exist. 

When, however, we come to look at the conduct of the Druses, other 
Fellections present themselves, and all the circumstances which attach to 


~ their situation and belong to their character should he deliberately weighed. 


it in really true that there was an intention on the part of the Maronites 
to attack the Druses, and that the Maronites thus commenced the war, | 
think it is not to be wholly put out of sight that if one barbarous people 
Attack another, that other is likely to repel such attack ina barbarous 
ma and that what passes amidst such people cannot be judged 
Piirely in reference to the customs, manners, opinions, and civilization of 
fefined States of the west of Europe. 

‘To continue; if we were to look to the condition of Syria generally, 
And especially to that of Moant Lebanon, there might be political reasons 
Against allowing the Freach, who have always protected the Maronites, 

establish the predominancy of that tribe. It may even be said that the 
Meet of this measure would extend itself generally Hrougtent be East, 
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Gn the other hand, the cruelties committed by the Drases on a race 
wrofeasing the Christian faith, has naturally excited a strong feeling of 
Kndignation amoug the Christian States. e 

‘Were your Lordship to be alfected too much, either by the political 
considerations to which {have in the first place alloded, or by the fel 
So painfully excited of which I have spoken in the second, you mi 
posnibly be led away too far in one direction or the other from the sim 
Inds of justice. What it seems to me yoo have to do is to keep your 
mind as free ax possible, ia the peculiar circumstances in which you are 
placed, from any other thought than that of doing what, taking all thiogs 
Into consideration, seems to you fair and right, and which, when first 
impressions die away, will be so esteemed ; and I say thi ink 
‘almost the only advantage that a person writing ealinly at ad 
be of, to an able man on the spot, is to keep his mind fixed upon one of 
two leading principles which are to direct hix conduct and keep it above 
the transitory accidental impressions of the scene ot the hour. 

‘There is, however, one question alluded to in your 
which 1 think myself bound to express a decided opinion ; an 0 
howover, which, ax I have no power of giving you instractions, will 
course be subordinate to the opinions you may receive from home, Your 
Lordship seems to favour the idea of a prolonged occupation 
European troops, I can easily understand how xuch an idea may fore 
itself upon your mind ; but, as when a person ix acting under a particulate 
impression, it always more oF less, and xometimes inscosibly, affects hit 
general conduct T cannot but exprens to you my conviction that a. pro 
longed oceuy of Syria by a large body of Buropean troops would 
be likely to have the icon upon the general policy 
and evon upon the peace, of give an example which ote 
tnilitary States vill not be long without a reason for imitating : and Nttle 

Httle, the whole of the Turkish Empire will, in this way, fall under the 
dominion of thoae Powers which on any emergency ean most easily dispose 
of « military foree, without Great Britain boing able to guard beforeha 
fagainat the dangers which might arise from such a. partition, 

Teonfess, for my own part indeed, that L xhould be mare dixpowed 1 
ait down deliberately, and parcel out, after some fixed plan, the Ottoman 
territory, than thus to allow it to lapse, accidentally and cursorily as it 
were, ito those hands from which we might have the greatest iatoreat 
prosorve it. 

Twill not say that if a plan for governing Syria were decided upotie 
and that the proscnce of a very small European forco, auch ax I 
imen, formed of different nations, were judged expedient to give a moral 
force to the Ottoman authority, thix might not he consented to withous 
danger: but if you wore to form your notions ax to the general state 
Syria_on the idea that for some time to come it is to be under the a 
‘of an European army, you will have adopted basix of which 1, should 
myself much doabt either the advantage or the feasibili 

Thave thought it right to express to you frankly my own individeal 
sentiments on this particular point, but they are accompanied by so mu 

ration foe the tet which has hitherto distinguished your conduct, 

ach reliance on the sound sense and judgment which | have 
always remarked in all your proceedings and correspondence, that 1 alm 
sure you will take this exposition of my ideas as merely proceeding from 
the wish to avoid yoo any future embarrassinen 
Thave, fe. 
Signed) HENRY L, BULWER. 





No. 219%. 


Sir H. Bulwer (o Lord J. Russell.—(Reevived October.) 


(Telegraphic) ‘Theropin, October 26, 1860, 2 ¥ 
1'F is saicl Jews in Syria boaght a good deal of plundered property at 
vary ow prices, and secreted things handed over to thew by Massulmans 


but Aali Pasha will write immediately to Fuad on the matter. 
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No. 220, 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 


Foreign Office, October 30, 1860. 
TN consequence of the wish expressed hy your Lordship that Colonel 
Beunaby should be allowed an extension of feave, to enable him to remain 
time in Syria, I consulted the General Commanding-ia-chief on 
the subject; and His Royal Highness has informed me that wader the 
circumstances he has no objection to Colonel Burnaby’s leave being 
extended. 

___ His Royal Highness has, however, called my attention to the fact that 
Colonel Bornaby is in Syria in no official capacity whatever, and is. not 
Authorized in any way to assume that he has any’public duties to perform 
in that country; and your Lordship will take care, while calling Colonel 
Boraaby's attention to these facts, that no misapprehension prevails in the 
mind of the French General, or in any other quarter, as to Colonel Burnaby 

no commission or authority whatever which should cause bim to be 
on aa an officer employed in Syria on public ervice, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) | J, RUSSE 





No, 221. 
Lord J, Russell to Sir H. Bubver. 


Foreign Office, October $1, 1860, 
NSMIT, for your Excellency's information, copies of a otter 
closure from the Admiralty,* showing the arrangements made 
by Vico-Admiral Martin with regard to the stationing of ships of war on 
the coast of Syria 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 292, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulicer. 


Foreign Offer, October 31, 1860, 

I HAVE to state to you that Her Majesty's Government approve of 
your Exeelleney's con rogard to the affairs of Syria, ax detailed in 
Your despatch No. 676 of the 16th instant. 


n, Se. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 





No. 228. 
‘Mr. Meade to Mr. Hemmond,—(Received November 1.) 


Dear Mr. Hammond, Begrout, October 9 
OWING to Lord Dufferin's temporary absence through indisposition, 
L transmit herewith copy of the Protocol of the hint Sitting of the 
Syrian Commission, copy of which has been sent to Constantinople 
today. 
Believe me, &e- 
Gigned) "ROBERT H. MEADE 


* No, 200, 
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Inclosure in No. 223. 


Protocol of the Third Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyroul, 
October 11, 1860. 


CEJOURD'HUI, Joudi, onze Octobre, mil buit cent soixante, a deux 
heores «le Paprés-midi, la Commission Internationale, assistée d’Abro 
li, Délégué Ottoman, s'est révnie & Beyrout sous Ia. prisidence dz 
Veckbecker. MM. Moore, Consul-Général de Sa Majésté Britannique, 
‘onsul dle Sa Majesté Helléaique, et le Comte de Perthius, tous 
trois Présidents des Comités de Secours institués & Beyrout, sont iatroduitas 
Le Commissaire Autriehien prenant In parole invite ces messieurs a se 
mettro on rapport avee Ia Commission, et sur lear adhésion il est. décidé 
los trois Présidents dex Comités de Secours, auxquels s'adjoindre 
tle WeckbeckerIui-méine comme Présilent d'un Com 
de formation, nt -un Comité Directeur qui 
impulsion, pour répartition 
et Fomploi des sommes fournies par la charité publique. A la demande 
le M. Novikow, il est pareillement décidé qu'une place seen réscrvée dant 
Je Comité Directeur au Président du Comité Russe qui doit atre formé lore 
do Varrivée ies fonds recveillia en Resi 
MM. Moore, Canaris, et de Porthius s'étant retirés, lo Président 
dgelare la sianco ouverte. Tl ext donnd lecture dv procés-verbal, qi 
pris quelques modifications ext signé par lex Commissaires et par Ie 
Mlégué Ottoman. 
Lee Commissaire Feangais donnie communication de la requdte adrexaée 
4 1a Commission Internationale par les Chnitions du Haurin et dont 
Vexamon avait été ajourad. 
Lonl Dufferin w'adrossant & Abro Efendi demande s'il est vrai que 
to procs de Suid Bey Jumbt rene. 
Réponse aflirmative d'Abro Kons 
Abro Efendi 
Lond Dalfer 


Vopini 
partion d 

strangers, et lad 

savoir quand finit 

procts de Said Bey Jumblat, on doit suppowor quit est dja inst 
ppiisquo cot acousd ext on présence ile sex juges. Abro Efendi reconnait 

gque le ‘ribvunal est ais de Falfaire. Le Président en conclat que Is 
‘ommission peut intervonir dans le procés, 

M. do Hehfues demande si le Délégaé Ottoman a regu des instru 
tions. 

Abro Bfeudi déclare tex avoir rogues et donne lecture d'une pidce 
rédigie par Buail Pacha en réponse au Mémorandum annexé au procds- 
vorbal de la premidre séance, 

Hl est ekeldé quiane copie de cette réponse sera jointe au présent 

tocol 

Abro Efendi fait également connaltre lex principales dispositions d’un 
s6glement provisnire élaboré par Fuad Pacha pour la partic mixte da 
Liban, momentangment rliviase on quatre coreles. 

La Commission © réserve Wexaminer ce régloment lorequ'il aura été 

uasion slave sue opinion émise par Fuad Pacha dans 

Ja réponse an deuxidme point du Mémorandum, & savoir, sur les difficultés 

qu'il oppose A Vintervention immédiate et directe de Ia Commission dank 

Ig procédure pendante devant le tribunal extranrdinaire de Beyrout contee 
urshid Pacha et les autres incalpés 
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Les membres de In Commission prennent tour a tour la parole ot 
Expriment unanimement Popinion quiils ne font que réclamer l'exercice d’on 
roit incontestable en demandant & assister, personnellement ow par des 

Klégués, aux audiences du Tribunal Extraordinaire de Beyrout. La 
distinction établie par Fuad Pacha entre l'enquéte générale, pour laquelle 
ireconnait la compétence des Commissaires, et Venquéte judiciaire, dont il 
Prétend les exclure, est combattue avec force par tous les orateurs. Tous 
Maintieunent. expressément leur droit et invitent Abro Efendi a provoquer 
de la part da Piénipotentiaire Ottoman une nouvelle décision plus 
conforme aux instructions identiques dont ils sont munis, comme & sex 
Propres instructions. Cette discussion, qui remplit la majeure partic de In 

lee, n'est suspendue qua de rares intervalles, pendant l'un desquels 

Abro Efendi communique & In Commission une lettre de Fuad Pacha 
Felative & un engagement qu'a ev lieu & Medjdel Champs entre un part 
de Druses ct les troupes commandées par Mustapha Pacha. Dans cette 
Fencontre, sur laquelle on manque encore des détails, les Drases ont été 
complétement battus. Fuad Pacha annonce également & Abro Efendi 
#00 départ pour Damas. 

Le Délégué Ottoman s'etforce de soutenir Vopinion de Fuad Pacha 
ur le rile assigné aux Commissaires, maix son argumentation ne pout 

aloir, et if declare qu'il en référera’ au Commixsaire Extraordinairo de 

blime Porte. 

‘Tous lea membres de ta Commission déclarent de leur cts qu’ils 

went exereet leur droit dans toute xa plénitude en axsistant & 
iqudto judiciaire partout of une pareille enqudte ext ouverte. 

Cotte enquote ext pour eux un des éléments essenticls de Nenquote 
nérale, A laquelle ils doivent se livrer. Sur leur invitation réitérée Abro 
fendi sengage A tranamettro A Fuad Pacha Vexprexsion du veeu formelle- 

ment dmix par la Commission. La réponse A cette notification wera 
eommuniquie dans la séance suivante. 

Le € ire Russe woumet In Com Jeu renscignoment 

t parvenus sur état précaire des Chrétiens du Haurde, 

tut observer d'abord que, pendant lex maxsacres, les Sheikha Druses 
Parainsent avoir généralement suivi le ayntéme de porter lo meurtre et ol 
Bilage dans les districts voixing, tout ea épargnant, plow ow moins, lew 
Chrétions de leurs propres districts, dans le but de sen prévaloir apis 

our obtenir leur grice. Le mime systime a é€é suivi par lo famoux 
igand Ishmail Attrash, Sheikh Druxo du Maurin, quia dirigé len 
Maxsacresde Rasheya. Or, d'aprés les informations parvenucs AM, Novikow, 
£@ Sheikh, ayant rendu quelques services aux Chrétions dew villages 
tna rh urn, obligerait maintenant cox monies 
& intereéder en xa faveur auprés du Gouve 
Menacant de sa vengeance silk ne Jo fainniont pas. Les force 
Tables dont il dispose depuis Varrivée dans le Haurin des Druses émigrés 
du n et aa férocité connu> rendraient Nexécution de ses menaces 
Male aux Chrétien» de ax province. 
Commixsion décide que cet incident sera porté a la connaissance 
‘de Fuad Pacha, Z Ls 
La séance ext lovéo A cing heures trois quarts, 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


Annexe 1. 


1. Damas.—La Commission de- 1. Damas.—On s'empressera de 
Mande communication des dossiers satisfaire la demande de a Commit 
ifs Ala procédure suivie contre sion concernant la communication 
soupables ou accusés Cette des dossiers relatifs a la. procédure 
fommunicacion doit Ini servie Ase svivie contre les coupables et les 
former une opinion sur lu question accusés. Fuad Pacha. dounera, im. 
le savoir s'il ya lieu d'exercer de médiatement, ordre au Tribiinal Ex 
Rouvelles poursuites. La Commis- traordinai ‘quia Conseil de 
sion est davis que le désarmement institués d'office 
aT 
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général de 1a population de Damas 
fst une mesure durgence que le 
Gouvernement ne doit pas hésiter & 
prendre. 


2. Beyrouth.— La Commission 
domande des éelaircissements sor la 
nature de Menquéte commencée con 
tre Khurshid Pacha et lex autres 
autorités, Son droit d'intervention 
dans cotte enquéte est évident ; la 
Commiaiion ext disposée a Hexereor 
dix & préient, ou personnellement, 
on par des déldyeuss, 

Jéme domandeen ee qui concerne 
Henquote projetée on commencée 
contre lex Deuses, 


quills communiquent & Ia Commis 
sion les dossiers de tous les procés. 

Quant a Tavis de la Commission 
sur le désarmement de la population 
de Damas, cette mesure a été arrétée 
par lautorité dans le but de rendre 
stable le tranquillité de cette ville, 
maisdantres mesures plus urgeites 
Favaient obligée d’en ajourner Vexé- 
cution. Fuad Pacha déclare qu'aus 
sitdt que les circonstances Iui per 
mettront de retourner encore a 
Damas ct do prendre ses disposi- 
tions, i mottra immédintement €® 
exécution cette mesure, déja arrétde 
en principe. 

2 eyrouth—Le Tribunal Extra: 
ordinaire nommé Wolfice par Fuad 
Pacha, et qui siége & Beyronth, sera 
chargé de donner A In Commission 
tous les éclaircissements sur 18 
nature de I'enqquéte commencée cous 
tre Khurshid Pacha et les autros 
avtorités. 

‘On whésito pax A reconnaitee la 
participation, de la Cormmis a 
Fonqudte, mais les instructions 
Porte dlaborées avec lex Représes= 
tants des Puimances & Constanti= 
Hople établissent une distinction 
atte Fenquéte générale ot lex procis 
qui s'ensuivront contre lex accuse 
sujets du Sultan. intervention de 
la Commission persounellement of 
par diligation dans lenquéte, ¢ 
participant aux travaux du tribanal 
Qui ext appelé & juger les accusés et 

mmner lea coupables, changers 

Tea diapositions de ces instructions 

IV faut connorver cette distinction 

entro Venquéte générale et la proce 

dure de ceux qui seront accuste 

individuellement par auite de cette 
enquite meme. 
Pach: 


une enquete 

derniers événements du Liban, r& 
cucilli des informations sur le 
nature do In guerre eivile qui @ 
Gclatée entre les Chrétie 

Druses, Ce sera un procis entre 
les deux popnlations qui établira em 
premier liew la cause de ces évene= 
Inents, J culpabilité générale, poor 
ainsi dire, des Druses et celle des 
autorit nfont pas fait leors 
devoirs. Cette enquéte générale 
mettra la Commission & meme de 
désigner A Pautorité d'autres indic 
vidus qui ne sont pas encore entre 
Jes mains dela justice, et le Tribunal 
Extraordinaire établi & Beyrouth 
‘communiquera 4 la Commission les 
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Les Chrétiens.—Il importe de 
Jen faire reatrer ches ous fo ple tt 
Possible, Pour cela il fant d’abord 
AViner A V'ensevelissement dow cada~ 
reset Ain roconstruction des 
Maisons, pulx subvenir aux besoins 

éceasiteux et pourvoir A la 
Meurité de tous iS 

L’sdministration locale ayant dja 

chargé nix Comitdx distincts de pro 
der dau len diferentes locates 
Févalnation des dommages, la Com 
Timon ‘vt davis de ueignor siz 
Personnes de non choix qui pourcont 
Nitro adjointes A chacun des whx 

ités on ve rdunie entre elles de 
fagon A former un Comite d 
Tex six personnes déléguées par la 
Sommiasion exercera “wn controle 
direct wor les actos des Comité aux- 


dossiers de tous les proc’s pour 
montrer comment il a rempli son 
mandat; elle servira aussi comme an 
oint de départ dans la question des 
Indewnités en établissant la nature 
do ce, grand confit, entre les deux 
peuplades de la Montagne. Les 
autorités locales ainsi que le Tribu- 
nal Extraordinaire seront appelés & 
donner par Ventremise du Délégué 
‘Ottoman toutes lex informations, et 
A communiquer les pitces que In 
Commission. sera dans le cax de 
demander; la Commission donwera 
non avis, par la méme entremise, au 
Tribunal sur les différents. proces 
dont it moceapera, Si la Commis- 
sion admet cette de proeéder 
Je Délégué Ottoman s’empressora de 
mettee & Vexéeution cox dorniers 
points 
3, Les Chrétiens —Lfautoritd woe 
cape assidament du rétablisxement 
rétions dans leurs foy 
tout les cadavres ont été enn 
'n’en reatait qu'd Deit-el-Kai 
qui ont tous éé aussi entidrom 
inhuméa. L'avtorité a prin Tex 
mesures nécessairos pour In recon- 
struction des maixons brilées, On a 
dja commons A donner dew Secours 
aux habitants dew villages qui se 
troavent aux environs de Heyrouth. 
Fad Pacha a envoyé un Com 
naire ad hoc A Bekia pour veiller & 
Ta reconsteuetion dex mainone dex 
Villages situés sur lo veraant oriental 
do la Montague et de Ia plaine, avec 
Tautorisation de faire couper dank 
lea villager Musuimanx ot Drunex le 
bois qui leur sera nécowxaire, et ans 
les districts de. Djezxin et d 
‘ob on pout se procurer du boi 
Prestleradela mémomanidre, Quant 
IM Deirel-Kamar, dépourvu de boixet 
obligé den faire venir de Beyrouth, 
lun sccours en argent « été assigné 
tants comme & compte aur 


rains qui appartenaicnt aux 

ses et qui ont. été trouvés 
dans le Bekia et dans la Montagne 
seront destings & noarrit Jes Chré= 
tions qui se rétablissent dans leurs 
villages: deux petits convois ont été 
AéjA cavoyés A Deirel: Kamar et A 
Zale, 

Fuad Pacha s'occupe en ce mo- 
ment-ci de l'affaire de In restitution 
des objets pillés par les Drusex; 
pour recouvrer surtout des lits.et cles 
couvertures qui sont d'une absolae 
nécessité aux Chrétiens, et qui leur 
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yrenvion provisoire de la 

Deune—La Commis. 
sion & besoin de quelques explica- 
tions sar cette mesure, dans le cas 
meme ob la nécensité on serait dé. 
montrée, attend qu'aveun change 
mont, meme provisoire, dans Tor- 
ganisation administrative du Liban 
he saurait avoir liew sans la par. 
ticipation et Vacquiescement des 
Grandes Puissances 


seront délivrés. Les Commissions 
mobiles parcoarent les villages 
Druses et obtiennent, quoique ped 
des objets qui serviront 4 co bat. 
sa lit fore a arene le calme dans 
ja Montagne; mais aprés une 
grande agitation il faut. quelque 
temps pour y rendre Ia sécurité 
absolue. Les dispositions son 
prises pour couvrir les Chrétiens qu 
Tentrent chea eux, et pour empécher 
les conflits particls qui peuvent © 
produire entre les deux populations, 
(ui se troavent aujourd'hui en fore, 
Vane accusative et l'autre accuste, 
Les six Comités institués par d= 
ration Locale n'ont d'auire 
ue de faire des évaluations 
Tes dépenses de reconstruction 
es maixons, évaluations qui servi= 
yout de base aux secours qu'on doit 
donner aux Chrétiens pourleur rétabe 
lisnement. Lestimation des dom= 
é une autre question, poor 
le on doit établie d'abord une 
1¢ et un principe; Tenquéte géné= 
ralo nervira, comme il es; dit plus 
haut, comme un point do départ pour 
Vestimation de ces dommages. Une 
is qque co prineipe wera établi, la 
Commission suggérera A 'autorité le 
meilleur moyen de procéder a 1'6¥M~ 
Iuation desdommages. Fuad Pacha 


est davis que Ie meilleur mode dé 


procéder aux estimations sera l& 
nomination par lautoriti de Com: 
misions composer de jurée qui 
seront choisis par le Conseil de ls 
province, et auxquellex serone admis 
deux déigguéa de chaque dintrict 
dont les habitants ont éproavé dex 
dommages, Un Comité arbitre, quk 
sera nommé et choisi de a méme 
manitre, siégera A Beyrouth pour 
décider ‘en <lernier ressort sur les 
réclamations qui peuvent 
contrel'estimation 
Quant aux dommages épronvés 
par sles étrangers des Commissions 
‘ad hoe seront nommées, et dans lee 
quelles les Consulate respectifs seront 
représentés par des délégués. 

|. Sappression provisoire de lt 
Caimacamie Druse.—L’arrestation 
préventivedu Caimacam des Druses 
st de quelques-uns des Moukatad 
et Ia fuite des autres, qui sont déchus 
de leurs charges et droits dapris 
Varrété promulgué par Fuad Pach, 
a laissé la Montagne Druse saps 
une administration réguligre: elle 
se trouve actuellement sous le ré- 
gime militaire en attendant Ia nou- 
Yelle organisation de a Montagne 
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ui se fera apres entente avec les 

irandes Puissances. On a 6, pour 
empécher Fanarchie, et pour créer 
tune autorité qui pourra yeiller A 
la sécurité du pays, et surtout aux 
besoins des Chrétiens qui se réinstal- 
ent chez eux, établir une administra 
tion provisoire. Comme on ne pour- 
rait en ce moment-ci songer 4 nom- 
mer ua Caimacam choisi parmi les 
Druses, et sous-administrateurs des 
Monkatadjis, Fuad Pacha a décidé 
le partoger cette Caimacamie en 
quatre corcles, d’établirdans chacun 
une administration municipal, et de 
mettre A Jour téte un Mudir nommé 
par Pautorité ; et il était A la veille 
de communiquer ces. dispositions 
Provisoires, contenues dans un négle- 
ment, dont le Déégué Ottoman ext 
chargé de communiquer une copie & 
la Commission, Fuad Pacha s'oe- 
ctupe en ce moment-ci du choix dew 
personnes qui seront nommées Mus 
dirs: aussitit qu'il aura choisi cen 
personnes Il mettra en exéeution ce 
réglement, 


Annexe 2, 

{Traduetion.) 

Réglement spécial établi provisoirement par le Commixaire Extraordinaire 
déligué pour organiser lex affaires de Syrie. Ce réglement ent 
deatinée A étre mis en vigocur dans to Caimacamio Druso dans les 
cireonstances actuellex, comme xauvegarde dex intéréte de Empire 
et dos sujets jusqu'd ce que dex dixpositions générales, dtadites wo 
toutes lours faces, aint éé définitivement prises A Votfet d'axsuror 
tne parfaite tranquillité, & rombre de In justice de Sa Majesté, A toux 
Jes sujeta de la Sublime Porte qui habitent la Montagne des Druses, 


Article 1. La Caimacamie Druse, & laquelle on a adjoint seulement 
Deir-el-Kamar,a été divisée en quatre cereles : Je premier se compoxant de 
hel-el-Riban, du district do Djessin, poar chefliow ; te deuxidme, da 
f Haity, du Chouf Souweidjany, et du distriet d’El Kharrout—chef-lieu 
lokhitirak : te troixidme de l'Arkoub. du Djeurd. et du Menassif—cheF-lieu 
irol-Kamar; et le quateidme du Chahhur, do Haut et da fax Gharb— 
hef-licu Abeih. Chacun deces cercles conticnt los Mokatax dont les noms 
Cte nombre (de villages) sont inscrits dank le regintre nrrOté (cu tom 
Cheiib Efendi). 
Art. 2 Chaque cercle aura un Mudie nommé par Vautorité, 
aa AFe 3 Il sera nommée aupris de chaque Mudir cing adjoints 
(Meawen") qui seront, sous Ia présidence de ce Mudir, les membres da 
ledjlis du cercle. 
Art, 4. Cette Caimacamie renferme des habitants appartenant A quatre 
Feligions différentes—Musulmans, Chrétiens, Metualis, et Druses. Quand 
fun des cercles renfermera des populations des quatre communautés, le 
Bombre de l'une d'elles tant nécessairement supérieur aux autres, il sera 
visi deux adjoints dans la communauté la plus nombreuse et trois d: 
rea inférieures en nombre, Si dans l'un des cercles il n'y a que troi 
nautés au lieu de quatre, trois adjoints seront choisi dans la plus 
Bombreuse et chacane des deux autres en formera uo, Le cercle se 
fompose-t-il de deux communautés sealement, la plus nombreuse fournira 
ts et Fautre deo. Si enfin le cercle ne renferme qu’ane seule 
Sommunauté les cing adjoints seront puis dans son sein, ye 
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Art, 5. Liéleotion des adjoints de chaque communauté se fera ai 
moyen des Sheikhs (dovens) des villages appartenant a la dite communauté 
Cestivslire, que les Sheikhs des villages d'une méme communauté se réunl 
ront en Conseil (Medjlis) et éliront les adjoints chargés de représenter leur” 
Communauté, Ces adjoints pourront ére aussi bieo des habitants di 
thetlieu que des gens des villages. Les personnes a élire devront sire 
honndtes, dignes de confiance, et surtout ne s'étre mélées en aucuné 
fagon, soit aux derniers événements de la Montagne, soit 4 d'autr 

Art. 6. Le Medjlis du cercle ainsi composé aura pour mission de 
Soceuper des intéréts du pays, et il lui est accordé la faculté de juger let 
procds au meme degré qu'un Medjlis de Cadha (sous-district).. 

‘Att. 7. Suivant Fimportance des communautés de chacun des villages 
du eerele, il y aura un Sheikh pour chacane d'clles, et chaque Sheikh aura 
{v-son tour doax Moukltars (Chefs de Quartier), Ces Sheikh et Mookhtare 
auront A soccuper ensemble des intéréts de leur communauté @ 

cant Tes affaires ot los différences qui pourraiont survenir entee 
Tours co-religionnaires, 
‘Dans lon villagex dont Ia population est mixto, si une question dat 
LévOt péndeal pour fe village vennit Asurgir, tex Sheikhs et lex MoukbtArt 
de co village autaient A so réuni pceuper de Ia vider & amiable, 

"Tous. les Shoikkhs dex eommunautés ainsi que los 
‘tve choist parmi les peeaonnes qui ne $0 sont en aucune mai 
mises ni dane lex deniers événements ni dans tout autre ; 

Lo Madir déliveera & chiacun d'eux un teskéeé (dipkime) do “ memout 

ate). 

Ai a Outre Joe troupes Impérialex quil ext indispensable d'éeablil 

¢ les paints do Ia Montagne jugés convenables dans te but de mainte te 
tranquillité générale i sera employs dans chaque cercte suivant lo best 
don soldate Frrdgutiors qui serout au service clex Mudira.reapectif 
moitié an moins de ces soldats sera prise parmi lex habitants du 60 
Chaque communauté fournira son contingent en proportion de son imp 
ance. 
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Coneul Brant to Lord J. Russell.— (Received November 2.) 
No. 31) 
My Lord, Damascus, October 8, 1860: 
the honour to report to your Lordship that since 
dospatch No, 30 of the Sth instant matters here have not improved 
fon the contrary, the panic hax gained a great hold on the Christiat 
pal, who winhed to quit the city, were refused permite 
overoment, anil left clanestinely on the Oth inatant q 
‘The military Commander, Khaled Pasha, for some nights past Nas 
patrolled the streets, and last night ordered lanterns to be hang up bef 
the houses at short diatances. He hax also ordered the gates separating 
tho different quarters to be repaired, and the entrances of the city Mt 
refully closed and guarded, Only half the troops pass the night it | 
the other half patrolling: from sunset to sunrise, ‘The guards are sq 
with ball-eartridge, and are ordered, on the least symptom of a rising. 
fire on the mob, ‘The Artillery are always in readiness for actio 
‘olonel Gessler (a F instructor of Artillery in the Turkish seev 
admits that no officer could do his daty better than Khaled Pasha 
Last night, however, houses inhabited by Christians were agal® 
marked with crosses; and this, with the measures of precaution takers 
has renewed the panic to such an extent that a number of Christiane 
¢ to the Consulate, this morning, to beg me to procure from 
Government moles for them to quit, stating that their fears were $0 0 
whelmiog that they may be said to be dying of them daily, for they a0 
Sloop ur take any repose, being always harassed by the dread of = 
T used every argoment {could to give them courage, but it was if 
vain: they said the men and women could walk. but the childreo om 
not; they required animals only for them. Finally, 





nothing could be obtained, the men 
children, the old anid the sick, bebind. 


would go, leaving the women and 
Penple who, even wader the worst 


ircumstances, can decide on such a resolve, deserve but little consider 
tion, I believe that there is no immediate danger. 


Lam informed that Sheik Abdal 


lah el Halehee is allowed to receive 


‘any visitors he pleases in the room where he is detained, and consequently 
can carry on his machinations as well as if he were at liberty. His 
execution | consider to be a measure indispensable to the public secu 

‘The conduct of Ubrahim Bey Karami, a C cemployé left 


by Fuad Pasha to superintend the 


affairs of the Christians, but who 


pretends to be his Excellency's representative, is most infamous, and he 
Shoald be immediately removed, He will not be bby the Vali 
Pasha, and liberates prisoners on his own responsibility. He ix knowa to 
Teceive money as bribes to a lange extent, and'without a bribe justice 


eannot be obtained, Tn the matter of 
of exemption at 20,000 piastres (or a 


‘the recruiting, he issued 300 tickets 
about 1651) per head. Out of this 


uinber only. about 80-o¢ 20 are paid into the Treasury; the holders of 
the remainivg tickets paying smaller suros, hich are wuppoxed to have 


gone into Ibrahim Bey's pocket, 


‘The Jowish Rabbis havo applied to me jn respect to son 


arrested on suspicion, and who have 
two months; one having already died 


been detained in prison fo 
A there. ‘The Rabbis demand that 


they should be brought to trial, and the Chief Rabbi offered to Lhrahim 
Karami his testimony that one of the privoners was, all the time of the 
‘ontheeak, in hix house; to which Hbrahim Bey replied, * Your testimony 
ix valucless, ax they will all be condomned to des 

It is naid that the cause of the present. iy owing to the 


Manner in whieh the Turks are dea 


ig with the Druses. ‘The Mushir 


marches about, and as fast as he moves from one place the Druses return 
‘pretended that he expressly allows them a passage, and dors Hot 
‘cut off their retreat to the Hauran, 


pres 
ks do not mean to 


1-00 the public ix, the conviction 
Drusos, but leave them ta act 
b 


fax they like-—or. rather, that there ix an understanding betwee 
That people twiove that the troops woul! not act hoatlly against the 


Druses even in tho case of an attacl 


‘made by them on the eity. 


Thave, &e. 
Gigned) | JAS. BRANT. 





No, 225, 


Consul Brant to Lord J, Russell,—(Reerived November 2.) 


(No. 32.) 
My Lord, 


Damascus, October V5, 1860, 


[HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith coy 
a despatch which L addressed on the 11th instant to bis Excellene 
Henry Lb, Bulwer, reporting the particulars of my interview: with bi 
Excofloney Fuad Pasha on the previous da 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) JAS, BRANT. 


—_— 


No. 225. 


Consul Braat to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, 


Damoreusy October 11, 1860. 


IN reference to my despatch of the Sth instaat, identie with No. $1 to 
Lord Joho Russell, { haxe the honour to inform your Excellency, that at 
o'clock yesterday morning a salute announced the arrival of Fuad Pasha. 
His Excellency came direct from Mokhtarah and took every ane by surprise. 


L wrote immediately to congratulate 
Satisfaction at his opportune arrival, at 


hhis Excellency, aud t0 express my 
t the same time requesting to know 
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when it would be convenient for him to receive me; 4 rat. was appointed. 
T went over every point of my despatch above referred to, and will now 
give his Excellency’s explanations, 

He admitted the existence of the panic, but could not see the least 
ground for it he suspected it was the effect of intrigues working on the 

‘of the people, who had heen so ilitreated that he could not wonder at 
thelt golereaiaing fare, nor could he blarwe them. 

Ills Excellency suspected the ctosees were the work of Christinos 
who wanted to prevent the return of the Damascus refugees now at Beyroaty 
by propagating a panic here; he mentioned the conduct of the Greek 
Conuulae Agent bers as toost mischievous, and alluded remotely to others, 
hy whom, although he did not designate, | understood him to mean the 
French and Russians 

His Excetleney could not believe that the Mussulmans of Damascus 
would ater ne t new émoute, or if they were bold enough, that it we 
To op she oft plan 

Ho thought Khaled Pasha had: taken up tho matter: too serious! 
however, he did not blame him, ax the error, if any, was on the side of 
excceuiveenutiont still he considered that Wt had rather tended to increase. 
the alart 

T said that { could not but approve of Khaled Pasha’s conduct, as the 
whole reaponaibitity fell on him, the Vali being a completo nullity. 
apoko on thin point also, but Fuad Pasha appeared rather to avoid. it, and 
‘A momber of the Medjlis coming in 1 did not say more: nor could I 
mention the name of Sheikh Abdallah el Halebee, “Soon after M Outrey 

aia, when the member of the Meds retired. 

Fuad Pasha repeated to M. Outrey what he had said to me. We 
oth xpoke of Ibrahim Bey Karami; the Paxha said he had already 
determiied on dismising him, ax he had heard a bad report of him, and 

oct shoal be aquired into. 

To-day I hear that tbrahim Bey hax been put under arre 

We both also spoke about the Jews; hia Excellency said that two 
had been condemned, the others should be liberated. The French Consal 
Obecrved tha the exidgece ad_not Deen fairly given it waa eolirelf 
Christian, and that of others had been refased, ‘Phe Rabbis requested 

dane In thelr favor should be recel ved 
ix Exeelleney what was seid in reference to the conduct of the 
be Drvoedy as rej pateh. He said 


to, 
Fund Pasha was much fatigued by his night's mareh from Mokhtarah, 
and it being late we could not protract our visit, nor could we decent] 
have questioned his Excellency at that moment on hix future movement 
‘and intentions. 
tTam happy tasay that his Excelleney's presence has spread a perfect 
calm over the previously troubled minds of the Christians. 
T have, &c. 
igned) JAS. BRANT. 








No, 226. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 23.) i 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 2, 1860. 
TT appears from the Srd Protocol of the International Commission 
fo Syria, that the Commissioners have insisted upon their right personally 
fo assist at the judicial inquiry into the conduct of the persons charged 
with having beon pace to the late massacres, and have resisted the 
nxion of Fuad Pasha to exclude them; and 1 have to state to your 
Iship that Her Majesty's Government entirely approve the course thus 
Hlowed by the Com 
Tam, &e, 
J. RUSSELL, 





Lord J. Runsell to Bart Cowley, 


Foreign Office, November 7. 1860. 
Marquis de Chateaurenard read to mea few day ago despatch 
0 the subject of S pouvenel in this despatch adverted to, the 
Beape of the Druxe criminals, pointed out the facility with which they 
TREC return from the Hauran to commit fresh murders, and statod chat 
General in command of the French troops in Syria ‘considered reit~ 
rp, and a prolongation of the petiod of their 
. to be necessary. M. Phouvene! wished to know 
Majesty’x Goveromeat upon these circumstances, 
1,7), 2!4 Me Chateaurenard that 1 fully admitted the evils which 
. Thouvenel had pointed out: that Lord Dafferin's account of the excapo 
the Druse culprits through the lines of the Turkish army agreed with 
lat of General Beaufort: that it wax true these fierce chieftains might 
Feturn and attack the Christians after the European troops should be 
Mithdrawn. But, Laid, it ix easier to agroe ax to the evil than to concert 
A temedy. 1 will rellect on the matter, and the opinion of the Government 
ill be communicated to Lord Cow 

Upon further consideration there appear to Her Majesty's Govern: 
IHL to be insuperable objections to a prolonged occupation of Syria by 
FAkPean troops. ‘Thea troops were sent to Syria in consequence of 
Igbtful massacres which filled all Europe with horror, ‘They went to 
Aupport thes authorities in their taxk of restoring ordor, and 
Punishing the principal . Hy the activity of Fuad Pasha, and 
rergy of General Renafort, this work of humanity and justice has 
great part accomplished. To keep the Kuropean troops there in 
der (o rune out other criminals in the caves nnd recesses of the mount 
Fowld be an endless, and indeed a hopeless work, ‘To augment tho 
Ruropean force, and maintain them in Syrin with a view to provent fresh 
Rekrages, would be to alter entirely the original purpose which the Sultan 
{itl tie Kive Powers had in. view. What limit, either of numbers or of 
fit, could. be placed to such an occupation? it would soon degenerate 
{io transfer of the local Government of Syria to the Five Powers, and 
Ws, instead of giving a useful example, well fitted to terrify the Mabo- 
it fanatics, the European occupation would be a precedent for other 
“pations in Bulgaria, in Hosnia, and other Provinces, and thus lead 

© Way {o a partition of the Turkish Empire, 
the let Majesty's Government would prefer, as a choice of evils, to sce 
the Government of Syria restored to authorities named by or connected 
ith the Porte, in the manner which the Mixes] Commission shall consider 
that {evourable to the future peace of Syria. ‘The responsibility. would 
Pita be left with the Porte, and to those who will derive their right to rule 
frat the acknowledged Government of the countey. No sceirity, itis 
would be thus obtained against a recurrence of the conflicts of 

a 
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Droses and Christians ; but so long as the two races exist in the countrys 
no permanent security ean be obtained 

Tt is to be hoped, however, that the Conferences about to be instituted 
hy the Representatives of the’ Five Powers at Constantinople may have 
for their resalt such amendments in the general administration of 
Erapire ns may conduce fo the firm establistiment of order in Syria, as 
ia in other Provinces. 

Tam, Se. 
Signed)" J. RI 





No. 228. 


Major Fraver to Lord J. Russell,(Received November 8.) 


(No, 9) 
My Lord, Damareus, October 20, 1860. 

T VERY much mgrot that my communications 
have been interrupted by a severe illnexx of neatly a 
induced by the vnwholosome climate of Damascus at this xeason, and 
prolonged from the want of medical atteudnoce, I am glad to be able to 
State that Lam now nearly well, although still very weal 

During my illness { had the honour to receive Mr. Hammond's 
despatches of the 10th ant 12th September, conveying to we the gratifying 
intelligence of your Lordship's satisfaction with my proceedings here. a8 
reported up to the 23rd August, and desiring. that 1 should remain it 
Siria until the 10th October, “That period has already elapsed, 
under ordinary circumstances I should it feel it my duty to proceed aE 
once to England Having, however, been requested by Lord Dulferity 
Her Majesty’ Commissioner to Syria, to continue my duties as heretofore 

0 the round that the interests of ‘the public service required such & 
manure, more particularly during Mr, Brant's absence from Damascus, 
had consented to do so, pending a reference to your Lordship. 

‘As in any case | should not be equal to undertaking, the journey 10 
England until L bad somewhat recovered my strongcth, F trust £ shall. not 
be considered to have overstepped the bounds of diveretion, in complying. 
with Lord Dafforin's request, until your Lordship's decision on this subject 
ean be made known, 

regards mynelf personally, I desire to say that | am ontirely at 
your Lordahigs disposal ready either to proceed to England orto continue 
¥y duties in Syria, ax tho intereats of Her Majesty's service may «ema 

Mr, Consul Brant quitted Damascus four days ago, for the purpose 
of joining Lord Dufferin at Beyrout, and I nd that he bas reported 
fully to your Lordship on recent events that T can add little to. his 
communications. Fuad Pasha ix still in the city, and his presence Nat 
caused a total cessation of the recent panic among the Christians, ‘Theses 
however, notwithstanding a great improvement in their cor Anus 
to Teave’ for Heyrout daily, selling thelr bedding, cooking ul 
anything they possess, to procure the means of hiring an animal 
Journey. They seem in many instances totally anable to recover from the 
‘fleets of their intense terror aad anxiety during the massacre, and neither 
assurances nor encouragement. acem ta influence them. Others are 

iducest to leave by the Greek Consular Agent here, aeting, doubtless, 
wider insteueth vernment, which is well known to desire 
that the Christian refingees from Syria should emigrate to the unpeapled 
plains of Greece; while others still give as the cause of their atari the 
Telease of 80 many prisoners by Fuad Pasha, although charged with the 
crime of murder, his Excellency stating in explanation that although 
these persons were imprisoned on such a charge, yet as their original 
acensers have never come forward again, he cannot keep them for evee 
in prison. ‘The Christians also allege as another reason for alarm the 
Apparent collusion between the Government and the Druses, and the 
evielent detors ‘of Fuad Pasha not to punish the Druse murderer 
that they, therefore, can feel no security under a Government which 


ereens those by whom they have so cruelly suffered, and from whom. 
therefore, they have so much to fear for the future 

‘The field force recently employed in the Anti-Lebanon, near Hasbeya 
fund Rasheya, for the ostensible purpose of cutting off the Druses. fr 
Communication between the Lebanon and Hauran, have returned with 
% far as I can learo, having taken a single prisoner. ‘The troops are naw 
quartered in villages in the neighbourhood of Damascus, and the Com 
Mander in-chiet (Helim Pasha) in the city. 

ju the meantime the Druses pass freely back from the Hauran to 
Lshanen ; 300 horsemen under Miltem-el-Amad retoreed to. their hav 
in that range a few days ago, while upwards of 1,000 footmen were see 
two days since also on their way back to Lebanon, 

Thave learned to-day that ten persons of position, some of whom were 
members of the late Great Couneil at the period af the outbreak, have been 
scot thix morning to Boyrout under a guard. Having communicated with 
Fuad Pasha during the day, requesting to be favoured with information 
On the subject, Ihave at alate hour received the inclosed reply, ‘Time 
will only. permit ove to remark upon this communication, to. which L 
Propame hereafter to revert that Sikh Abdallal:Malei is viewed, by 

h Europeans and native Christians, as the chiet instigator of the 
massacre at Damascus, and therefore deserving of death, avid that the 

Jufti comes much under the same category 
T have, &e. 
‘A. J. FRASER 





No, 229, 


Lord J, Russell (0 Sie H, Huber. 
(No, 614) 
Foreign Office, November 8, 1860. 
RANSMITT to your Excellency, for your information, a copy of a 
which I have addressed to Hee Majesty's Atsbaxnador at Paris, 
ng the opinion of Her Majesty’x Government with regard ton 
posed prolongation of the period Gxed for thestay of French troops 
Syria, 
Tam, &e 
Signed) "J, RUSSELL 


No. 230. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell. {Received November 8.) 

(No, 20.) 

My Lord, 

UHAVE the honour to transmit herewil 
tion, copies of seven fi 
to Her Majesty's Ami 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) " DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 230. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Buber 


Sir, Begrout, October 26, 1860, 

I HAVE, the honour to inform your Excellency that immediately 
8pon the receipt of our identic instructions from Constantinople, in which 
we were informed that the right of assisting at the proceedings of the 
Extraordinary Tribanal erected at Bovrout had been conceded to us by 
the Porte, the Commission at once requested Abro Efendi, Fuad Pasha's 
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nd a member of the Court to favour them or their representa 
tives with an order of admission. 
‘To this demand Abro Efendi declined to accede until he should have 
d the matter to Fuad Pasha, then at Damascus. At the uext 
of the Commission we were informed that his Excellency 
considered that our right of participation was conned to what he called 
*Tenquéte générale,” and did not extend to any judicial investigation. 
"Thin viow wax vehemently combatted by all the Commissioners, and 1 
ventured to state to Abfo Efendi that having received instructions to 
it necessary: formally to present myself’ 
Court-house, in order that the responsibility of refasing 
mo admission might manifostly rest with the Turkish authorities. ‘This 
intimation 1 was induced to make in consequence of information T had 
received as to the scandalous manner ia which the trial of Said Bek 
lat and the other prisoners was being conducted, {subsequently 
took oceanion to press upon Abro Efendi the fatility of Fuad Pasha’ 
aying ux a right tho Porto had already: conceded, aint tequeated hin to 
Excellency the representation 1 had ventured 
nvake upon the 
Tam happy to be able to inform your Excelleney that the, remone 
strances forwarded by tho Commission were not without effect. ‘The next 
Damascu 


whieh have the honoue te ti 

fw onler, however, to render our intervention \ 
proceedings really usofal and effectual it would seem necexary that onF 
delegates should have the privilege of suggesting to the Court whatever 
supplementary questions it may appear to them desirable should be 
auddrosied. to” tho prisoner or the witnesses. Ax the members of the 
‘eibunal will be pre y evidence at all discteditable to 
the ‘Turkish Governme use to the prisoner whatever benefit 
he might derive from being able to prove ho acted ander instructions, the 
oxigoncles of j seem (0 require xome such precaution being 
takon, At tho same timo it ix undoubtedly a matter of great delicacy for a 
ody foreign to the State to demand the liberty of, ia any way, interferin 
witlt the aetion of a sovereign tribunal. Should such a grace be accorded 
to Us, it perhaps could only be obtained by perauading his Excolloncy 
Fuad’ Pasha that it is in. the ioterests of his Goveroment that on thi 
extraordinary aecanion he whould take advantage of every opportunity 
atinfying Rarope that the Porte hax been anxious to. provoke the fulleat 
and fairent inveatigat 

Thave, &e. 
Gigned) | DUFFERIN 


Inclosure 2 in No. 280, 
Lord Dufferin to Vice-Consul Moore 


Sir, Beyrowt, October 15, 1860. 


gates to wateh the proceedings of 
the Extraordinary ‘Tribonal established at Heyrout, I have to request you 
to atconid its sittings on my be 

‘You will prescot yourself on the oceasion when it next assembles, and 

you will be careful to be present from the commencement to the clase of 
Rach xuececding sitting until the trials shall be terminated. 

You will take accurate and independent notes of everything which 

passes, which you will have the kindaess to forward to me at the close 

‘x proceeiings. Should you remark any irregularities oF 

partiality in the procedure of the Court, whether in a sease favourable oF 

Miiaieal to the utcused, you will subjois a memorandum on the subject at 


‘the foot of your daily report. Should the impropriety which attracts your 
Rotice be of a nature to admit of correction on the spot, you will haud to 
the President of the Court a private communication calling his attention 
Wo the circumstance; but in the exercise of this function you will be 
Sarofil not to transgress the bounds of due discretion. “You will require 
S0pies of all documents handed into Court, whether by the prisoner or by 

witnesses, to be communicated to you; aud you will take every other 
fheasure your prudence can suggest to ensure the report you are commis- 
Sioned to compose, being an ample and accurate representation of what 
takes place. 

Th conclusion, 1 would beg you to remember that you and your 
allea;sues are admitted into Court for the express purpose of affording a 

larantce to Europe that the judicial investigation with which the 

ibunal is charged shall be conducted in such a way’ as to secure the 
Accomplishment of the ends of justice, You will therefore apply the most 
Marching scrutiny to the minitert details of its proceedings, You will 
fallow the thread of the investigation with scrupulous vigilance; and you 
Will note, for my information, any points which would tend, in. your 
Spinion, if more fully examined, to throw light on the causes wh 
have given rise to the late disturbances, 

T have, &e. 5 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 230, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulicer. 


ir, Legrout, October 2, 1860, 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excelleney copy of a report 
Dhave received from Mr. Noot Moore, relative to the gros trregularity 
With which tho trial of Said Bek Jumblat is being conducted by the 

iMteaordinary ‘Tribunal, before which ho has been arraigned on the charge 


‘AU the aame time | also forward copy of a note 1 have addressed to 
his Excellency Paha on the xubject of Mr. Moore's complaints, 

Ttrust that your Excelleney will consider that in submitting to hiv 
Excellency xo earnest a remonatraiice, | have done no mote than th 
Exigencies of justice would scem to require. According to Mr, N. Moore 
Matement, confirmed as it has been by the report of Colonel Burnaby, copy 

Which IT alko inclow, it would yom that, guilty or not guilt 
Members of the Court are determined on the prisoner's speedy ruin, 
adecont precipitation on their part may be attributed to two motives 
_ In the first place, Said Bok Jumbiat is a person of immense posses 
sions, and the confiscation of his property would be an acceptable accession 
to Fund Pasha’s military cheat; while, on the othor hand, it is probable 
Hat if adorjuate facilites were given hr, Said Bek would be in a! position 
fo make disclosures likely to compromise to a greater degree than ever the 

ekish system and the Turkish authorties. 

Although he certainly did not himself take part in any of the 
Massacres, 1 cannot but believe that Said Bek was privy to all that 
Secured, and, hail he chosen, might have prevented, or at all events have 
Witigated, the horror of what ha Past experience shows that the 
Droses never act except under the inspiration of their Chiefs. Of these 
Chiefs, Said Bek was known to be the richest and the most influential. A 

Her has been produced, addressed to him by Istoail-cl-Atrash, who led 

Hauranese to Hasbeya and to the Bekiia, announcing his arrival and 
Fequesting instructions; and it ix admitted that Said Bek received and 
Sulertained this same El Atrash for several days in his palace at 

lokhtarah, when he returned red-handed from the slaughter of the 

christians. 

On the other hand, Said Bek, {am informed, would prove, if liberty 
Were allowed him, that he rescued and sheltered many Christians, and was 


fren heard to remonstrate with his followers against the outrages they 
. 
































were committing. It might indeed be questioned whether the one was no 
2 picee of acting. and the other a politic precaution ; but be this as it 
nay, the man ought to have an impartial trial, and the verdict should be 
in accordance with the nature of the evidence which can be add 
against him. 

By a reference to my despatch of the 23rd instant, your Excellency 
will perceive that the securities for the administration of impartial justice 
Tor which Tam now contending in reference to Said Bek’s case 1 
aircady suggested should be accorded without distinction to all the 
prisoners awaiting their tril, Even then it had! Become evident that the! 
Marks were prepared to throw Europe as many heads as she requil 
Wut if these precautions seemed so necessary in the ease of Khoot 
Pasha—one of themselves, a member of the Government, and a Moslem 
how mach more ought they to be insisted upon in reference to Said 
tand his fellows, aliens alike in race and in religion to those by whom they 
fare to be judged. 

Your Excellency may porhaps be led to remark in reference to the 
ropresentation [have thought it right to make to Fuad Pasha on tig 
fuject, that 1¢ would have been more advisable if the Commission cod 
have been induced to have united in joint remonsteance ; but 1 wot 
venture to state, in justification of what I have done, that in consequence 
of the difficulty of finding trustworthy employés, as well as of the sicknest 
which prevails, Prussia was not represented atall at the trial ; the Delegate 
Of Russia was A person imperfectly acquainted with the language ; while the 
Zootleman M. Béelard generally sends wax obliged to absent, himself of 
Bthor business: so that the Commission was represented on the occa 
teferved to only by Mr. N, Moore and the Delegate of Austria, 1t wat 

nuivisable, troreover, that a moment should be lost in bringing 
important a subject unter Fuad Pasha's notice 

Th coneluxion, Lam happy to be able to inform your Excellency thab 
Uhave received from Fuad Pasha a verbal intimation that the wating of 
the Court shall bo at once adjourned; that Said Bok shall be farais 
with the procla-terbanst of each day's proceedings, with liberty to supply 
Any omissions he may detect in them, as well ax to state in weitiog, whats 

Ke" against the mode in which his ease 
ir caro will be taken @ 


a 
Inclosure 4 in No. 230, 
Fiee-Conmut Moore to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, October 23, 1860. 
your Lordship that the trint of § 
teaoedinary Commission ix not conducted ia ® 
spirit of impar dence. of witnesses favourable 12 
the accused are not inserted in the minutes of the proceedings + much of 
What he biwsolf states in his defeace is likewixe omitted, He is Ok 
MMowed sufficient time to challenge the allegations: of the witnes#®y 
ahist evory statement made by im reflecting upon the conduct of the 
Ottoman functionaries are harshly, thongh iordirectly, repressed. 
Said Bek should 
rinen, and. lo 


o 
Hefore the Commi ido 
‘us they thought fit, 


a7 


Whilst Said Bek was still speaking, the arrival of his Excellency 
Fuad Pasha was announced to the members of the Commission, and the 
Sitting abruptly terminated. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) OEL 'T. MOORE, 


Tnclosure 5 in No, 230. 
Bstroct from a Report addressed by Lieutenant-Colonet Burnaby to Lorit Dufferin 


October 28, 1860, 
1. IN the event of a witness failing to give hin evidence, or answer & 
Wuestion in « manner suitable to the evidence required to be adduced by 

Court to convict the prisoner 

2. Or in the event of such evidence implicating or rellecting upon the 
afficitis of the Porte during the late massacres aan 

‘ Or in the event of such evidence, or answer not being sufficiently 

_ the following modes are then 
icct— 
made to understand what 
evidence the Court desire of him; in some instances the witness will thus 
Lecome induced to state diametrically opposite to what he had originally 
stated. 

(a) Or in the event of a witness adhering to his original statement 
which will occur, then the official seribe, will, in taking down the answer 
OF evidencg, pursue one of ue three fllowing rode: 

(a.) Either he will cause the question and answer to be omitted 
altogether from the proceedings; 

(@,)Or he will canse only portion of the answer or evidence to be 
entored in the proceedings : 

(c.) Or he will canse an entirely different conxtruction to be put upon 
the sense at variance with what the witness had testified. 

4. In the event of any evidence tending to exculpate the prisoner, it is 
Almost invariably omitted from being inserted in the processing. 

'5. Sometimes several witnesses are in court, under examination at the 
same time. 

%. All favourable testimony hax been almost invariably excluded from 
the depositions. 

7. The prisoner is excluded from Court while the witnesses are 
éxamined, aud although on his return the depositions are handed to him 
for peruatl the above-mentioned manner of taking the depositions grea 
tends to diminish the beaett he would otherwine have derived by croms- 
‘examination. 

Phe prisoner has no Counsel or Representative in Court to watch 
the proceedings on bis behalf while s0 excluded. 

'9. ‘The anious of the Court is patent to all observers and especially 
that of one of its members, Colonel Hosni Bek, late Commander of the 
Imperial troops at Baalbek. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 230. 
Lora Dufferin to Fuad Pasha, 


Excellency, Beyrout, October 25, 1860, 

THAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency's information, copy 
of a report I have received from Mr. Noel Moore, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Vice-Consul, and my delegate to your Excellency's tribunal of Beyrout, 
relative to the unsatisfactory mancer in which the trial of Said Bek Jumblat 
fa being conducted, and I most earnestly request your Excellency to give 
to the statements it contains your attentive consideration, 

If the proceedings continue to be carried on in the manner described 








by mi nares Es aaa eu e Seach baler Xe may be, will be vitiated 
by a method! of procedure so flagrantly opposed fo what : ise of impartial 

I need not add that in submitting this remonstrance to your Excellency’s 
consideration | am actuated by no desire to sereen Said Bek Jumblat. If 
I should be the last person to urge your Excellency to use towards him an 
ill-timed lenity ; but { would venture to observe that the graver the ollence 

‘The force of this consideration is enhanced a hundredfold when, as on 
the preneut occasion, the prisoner is allowed no advocate. If, indeed, I might 
inclined to say that the ends of justice would be best secured by the accused 

nit allowed ta xclect a Representative or Riaza to conduct his ease for 


privilege ix accorded even to prisoners tried by courts-martial, 
whoxo procedure is the most xummary of any known to European law. 

Although | am sure your Excellency will agree with me in thinking 
that it would be auperduous I should corroborate the accuracy of the facts 
stated in so formal a manner by Me. Moore, I have thought it ay well to 
incloxe for your Excelleaey’s further information a xtatement with which f 
have been furnished by Colonel Burnaby, completely confirmat 
thing reported by Mr. Moore, . 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inelosure 7 in No, 230, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir EE. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, October 

WITH reference to my previoux despatch of tho Ixt instant, I have 
the honour to inform your Excellency that, after ha 
careful inquiry to be made among the 
in Boyrout, { cannot discover that a single woman, girl, or child i 
min 


The investigation has been conducted by means of the most trust= 
worthy agonta L could procure, and {have boco assisted in my researches: 
hy the priests of the various sects, as well ax by the Sheiks of the 


Glkerent tradee nnd guartare. TT cy which subsiate In the 
Raat between all the f milies composing a r : ination, ax ‘well 
an the gosaiplog habits of Orientals, renters the search viividual 
‘0 far easier matter than It wor opean tow the habits 
Of domentic privacy are mare jealously maintained ; cotmequently 1 have 
no doubt whatever bat that had a member of any family been missing, 
the methea! of Inquiry which has been adopted would have: brought tee 

fo my Knowledge, 8 

I think, therefore, your Excellency may rest assured that, with the 
exceptin of then ie child whose ense Ihave already brought wer 
your notice, 6 Danuscene Woman, gir, or Loy remalos within: the: powet 
of the Moslem. = - \ 

T regret to be obliged to add, however, that a great proportion of the 
Christinn pits, dow living with their mothers, are dacbvered to be with 
hil by those who ravishe hens during the late diaturbaoces 

(Signed) DUFF IN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 290, 
Lora Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrout, October 26, 1860. 


__LHAVE the honour to inform yoar Excelleney that, on the 24th 
instant, 252 additional French soldiers landed at Beyrout. 

It appears that, up to the Ist of October, the number of French troops. 
in Syria amounted to 7,207 men; of these about fifty have since died, the 
Average of mortality being two men a-day, so that the actual force at thi 
Amounts to about 7.400 men, and of these 615 are in hospital. A further 
Addition of 248 soldiers to the present army is daily expected. 

I need not call your Excellency’s attention to the fact that the 
feinforcements which have from time to time arrived, are out of all 
Proportion to the ratio of loss sustained by disease. 

Thave, &e. . 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 9 in No. 230, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bubeer. 
Sir, Beyrout, October 26, 1860, 

L HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excelleney's informs 
copy of instructions 1 have addressed {0 Lieutenant-Colonel Burnaby anc 
Mr. Jules Ferrotte rolative to their duties as membors of two of the 
Mixed Commissions appointed by Fuad Pasha to guporintend the recon 
‘teuction of tho burat villages of the Lebanon. 

In explanation of the above I have to state that immediately on his 
arrival ia the Mountain Fuad Pasha divided the pillaged districts into 
ight circles, to each of which he appointed a native Commixiion, whowe 
duty it was to adjudicate on the money which each houxoholder 
could claim as necessary for the re- of his dwelling. 

‘Great complaints were made to the European Commissioners of the 

jolence, partiality, and injustice with which these functionaries executed 
their task’ I therefore proposed that cach of ux should designate a 
Fepresentative, who should be nominated by the country of Fuad Pasha, 
toserve respectively on each of these Commissions, 

‘Phe project was unanimously adopted, but, I rewrot to say, hax not 
heen acted upon with the energy that was to be dosired, Great difficulties 
Wero discovered in finding fit persons to represent the Commissioners, and 
4n inadequate idea seemed to be entertained ax to the urgeney of the 
Sccasion, 

he consequence has been that at this moment scarcely anything has 
been done towards providing against the rigours of the winter. Already 
the nights in the Mountain are becoming intensely cold, Women nnd 
children, suffering from fever and insulficieatly elad, are obliged to sleep 
in the open air. Sickness ix everywhere increasing, and the prospect for 
the next four months is very lamentable, 

Under these circumstances, I have determined to request the two 
gentlemen above-mentioned, who have kindly volunteered their services, 
to commence operations at once in the two districts which Fuad Pasha 
has assigned to them, and [am in great hopes that their exertions and 

tellience will avert, at all events over a certain area, the pernicious 
results of such ill-timed delay. 
he same time I have no hesitation in saying that the approaching. 
equal in gravity, though, of course, not in proportion, ta that 
Which overtook Ireland in the winter of 1816-47, 

‘The recipients of relief on the lists of the Anglo-American Com 
have increased during the last three weeks from 19,000 to 25,000. 
Silages are uninhabitable; no preparations are beg male for the harvest 

ext vear. 

‘This miserable prospect I have brought under the notice of Fuad 
Pasha in the most energetic language I could command. But the truth 
is, his Excelleney is powerless. “He has neither money nor agents. We 
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cannot pay for wood nor labour. He cannot find an individual to whom he 
can safely entrust a sixpence for distribution. 
Uniler these citcumstanes I do not know what is to be done, If & 
anteed by England and France to be applied under the 
a European Commission of Control to the immediate 
roquirements of the Christian population of Syria, the difficulties of the 
situation might be overcome; but this is a suggestioa beyond my province 
to make E 
T will simply content myself with drawing your Exeellency’s attention 
to the condition of our affairs. 
Ke. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOY 


Inclosure 10 in No, 230. 
Lord Dufferin to Colonel Burnaby and the Ree. Jules Ferrette 
Sir, Beyrout, October 24, 1860. 
HIS Excellency Fuad Pasha having consented to the request of Ube 
Commissioners that a European Delegate designated by themselves shoald 
serve on cach of the Native Commissions appointed by the Porte {0 
superintond the reconsteuction of the burnt villages of the Lebanos, 
‘would venture to request that in accordance with the offor of nervice you 
have been good enovgh to volunteer, you xhould at once put yourself {ato 
communication with Abro Effoudi, asid enter upon the discharge of your 
dotios as an adlatus to whichever of the above-mentioned Commissions it 
should bo conaidored advisable to appoint you. 
T have further the ‘inform you that your expe 
serving. on the above Commivaion w 1 be pak 
Gigned) —' DURFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Toelosure 11 in No. 239. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sin, Beyrout, October 26, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excelleney copy of an extract 
from private letter I have received from the Rev, Mr. Robsoo, relative 
to the present condition and future prospects of the Christian population 
of Damnscun, an I consider it will convey to your Excellency n clearer and 
juator insight into the position of their affairs than anything I myself could 
‘write upon the xu 

Mr. Rabson, ax you are perhaps aware, is a Protestant missionary, 
who has been a resident at Damascus for the’ last eighteen years, He i 
4 person of judgment, calinuens, and diseretion, and his opinion on the 
subject to which he refers is perhaps more deserving of attention than 
that of any other European in the country. Flis letter was written io 
anawor to one from myself, in which I had requested him to state his 
deliberate opi thone of the 
Damaxcones wha had taken refuge in Beyrout to return 0 their native 
city 


In order ns fur na possible to secure a reply, undisturbed by the spirit of 
disquietude, which seemed to me to prevail to an woreasonable extent among 
the European residents of Damascus, I particularly warned him against 
the dangers likely to rexule from a continuation of the exodus, a 

entreated him to do what he could to put an end to the pani, which the 


circumstances of the ease, no longer jostified. 
k your Excelleney will perceive that Mr. Robson has treated 
Vsubmitted to his consideration with @ calmness and delibera- 

cannot fal to inspire confidence in his opinion. 
His appreciation of the feelings of the Christian population has been 
amply confirmed by what has subsequently taken place. Since the 4th of 
October more than 1,200 souls have quitted Damascus, in spite of all 


that has been done by the British Consulate and by i 
eee late and by Mr. Robson himself to 
foe NTY Jay fresh drafts of refugees are arriving, and Mr. Brant 
Feraans Tie that on. the morning: be Jefe the city, he was informed that 
ons almost destitute had paid a greater price for mules than hi 
Vins, in onder to ellect their escape without delay. “ah Me 
tis to be observed, moreover, that this tlesire to remove from Damascus 
EpRtinues in spite of Fuad Pasha's unexpected return to the city, and 
a rigiey, °F 280 persons, among whom isto be numbered Abdallah Bey 
gi fiaeti atial Moslem, and other rich and notori 
Mr. Robson states that if the Government would 
sta if the Government woukd commence th 
Payment of a sulficient indemnity a restoration of confidence migut he the 
Traut ix remedy, howe: applied, inaxmuch as Food 
Pasha is absolutely penniless, and whatever nutnx he can scrape togethor 
oul be inwulficient even to root the villages of the Lalahon, 
myself am convinced that, for the present, the Christians of 
Damascus may consider their personal safety aw aecured lc nnot beli 
hat thore is any danger of a necond outbreak as I 
Hs oops remain in the county. 
he enmity of the Moslem to the Christian is. probably greater than 
ver, but itis imponaible to jinagine that, childiahly reckless ga fe the Syrian 
fopulation, a repetition of the past should take’ place under the now of 
her of the Cord,” ax hix Excellency Fail Pasha hax been lately 


What may happen when the attention of the Porte and of Europe is 
Withdrawn from Syria, when the Turkish. troops, are required. in ancthor 
Part of the Rip opean force is gone, and the Christians 
Bredenuded ofall material protect question. Even then I am 

isposed to think they might be safe ; heads have been proved to 
Ait too lightly on their shooldern forth re Governors of the city not 
to be careful otain order, bat it will be difficult, if not imponaible, 
{2 persuade the Christions themselves that auch may probably. be the 

IF, indeed, we were dealing with reasonable beings, some depend 
might he placed on the influencen which usually determine the condoet or 
Paankind ; but the stupidity of Turkish officials, and the unthinking fll 
of those Orientals ar such in the calculation, that 
path be iy when the two are to be bronght 

w despite of reason it ix impossible even now not to look forward 
Mth anxiety to the few weeks of winter, when the snow will cut Damancie 
iT {com regular communication with the coast. should not have the 
Mightest hesitation, were it necessary, in abutting myself up in the city 
luring that period: at the same time, Iam convinced that even Fuad 
‘aphn will feel relieved when the road shall be re-opened, and he hoses 
that nothing has happened duriag the interim. 

An idea hax occurred tome in rogard to the manner in which the 
De ves may be ultimately provided for, should all happier solutions 

the difficulty fail: but it involves a change of 80 extreme and unaneal 
ileseription ‘that I have some hesitation in submitting it to your Exeel- 
Keney's consideration ; nevertheless, as you have been’ good enough. to 
courage me to write to you without reserve, I shall make 
Mheourap te to you without , Tshall make bold to men- 

‘The Jate massacres at Damascus may be said to have possessed this 
cular Sharacteritie-—they were essentially a criminal’ attempt. by 
Islamism on Chr iy. Independently, therefore, of the punishment 
flict on the individual authors of what has taken plac firope, as it 
as the power, so has it the right, to inflict on Islam some signal ani 
Permanent mark ofits displeasure girs. oe 

ight not, then, the double object of securing an asylum for the 
Tralzees. and of exacting from their persecotors an appropriate retribu- 
tion “be accomplished, by our requiring that this should be made the 
Sccasion for the restoration to Christendom of the city of Jerusalem; and 

4A 
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that the fugitives from Damaseus should be established ia the quarter 
Tiel tts Moslem population shall be invited to vacate? In the streets 

which its Moslem PoP Nay youred gat Christian blood like water. Of 3 
reat crime the forfeiture of Jerusalem would be no inappropriate 

Ti venturing to submit to your Excellency so startling « proposition, 
1 foe eOHNtOE te tape: tranegressing the bounds of de discretion 

de at masy considerations may be Urged against the page 
tieability of such a scheme, ‘The municipal constitution of the new 
we could offer almost insiperable diicultics. 

Tc angy be urged that so violent a measure instead of quelling would 
only duampgeate the fanatieisn of he Syrian population. 

Neither, perhaps, would it be expedient that the f 
chat tas taken pines should be the tadispoted domsina 
tanism in Damascus. 

TL is tobe hoped, moreorer, that the efforts we are making to check the 
exodusof the Christians, and to disperse the unreasonable misgivings they. 
catertaln, may ere long begin to be successful, and that further delibera: 
tion will enable ux to discover some satisfactory xecariti for their future 
pose 

Pore hat, howerer, aa it- may, though with some hesitation, 1 am sill 
Jnctinod to augwest 19 your Excellency whether the present occasion might 
iat be a Bteing opportunity for entering into arrangements which may put 
‘fan cnd fo the scandal involved in the present ‘condition of the sacred city 
of owe faith, b, 

TT tiations in. whieh it is proposed that Rome should stand it 
expect to the new Kingdom of Ttaly, may be discovered to present #8 
Bilogy not altagether mappleable 

ignedd) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


SS Lee 
Inolosure 12 in No. 230. 
Lord Dufferin to Bir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Reyrout, October 
[HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency 
inforiuntion, copy. of the. procés-vorbal, with. its inclosures, of the fourth 
sitting of the Syrian Commisssion, held on the 15th instant, 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEOYE; 


———— 


Incloaure 13 in No. 230, 


Protocol of the Fourth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrouly 
October 15, 1860. 


CEJOURD'HUL Lundi, quinze Octobre, mil huit cent soixante, 
Commission Interoationale, assistée d'Abro Efendi, délégué Ottomane 
seat rive & Beyrout sous ia présence do M. de Weekbecker, Commie 

Autriche. 

‘La asance ayant 6cé ouverte & doux heures moins un quart, le procs: 
Verbal est het adopts, A Poceasion du paragraphe retatit 4 ta formathge 
Wn Comité directour chargé de diriger Vaction dex divers Comités of 
vars, la Commission previ acte de ce qu'un Comité Russe vient d'6ue® 
conatitud et de ee que le Comte Denti U6 invilé par son Gouver ne 
trent A peesider to Comité Francais. 

Wiehe Feehues.rappetle que la Commission a décidé que wes deliguds 
eeraimnt adjoints par elle aux Comités d’Evaluation eavoyés pat 

dans Ls divers districts de la Montage, Be 
jue cex Comités ont été formés, non pour 
i Ter Chinttens 
taux délége 
tere 
ern 


puissent étre 
de ja Commi 

olficieux: 4 
ments 


__ Lon! Dufferin désirait savoir combien de personnes ont été secourues 

Gung’ préscat, combven de maisons releves, combien le villages ‘recon- 
is. Abro Efendi promet, pour la séance suivante, des renseignements: 

Prise sujet ui 

3 |. Novikow demande si des mesures ont été prises pour Ia réinstalla- 
on des Cirvtiens de TAnteLiban. Il doute que, vu la saison avancée, ot 
te pou de sécurité de leur pays, ces Chrétiens puissent étre réintégrés dans 

Frege ae Je courant de cette ant 

sro Efendi répoad quion va s‘en occuper, et que, en attendant, les 
Chirdtions doot il stagit sont réfugiea A Beyrout, A Saiday et A Sir. "En 
pone deur ntrpliations de M-Ue Rehfus ot de Lord uteri 
Abro Efendi assure que les secours distribués par lo Gouvernement p'out 
larnain été auspendust ces secours sont accords aux habitants de Rasheya, 

latbeya, Deirel-Kamar, et Damas, La dépense ‘ui en régulte x6lbve A 
etiviro? 400,000 ou 000,600 pinstres par mois, indépeodamment dex autres 
Train, 

+ Lord Dufferin exprime le désir qu’ Youvertare de chaque sdan 
0it renda compte a la Commission, tant pat le Gouvernement que par le 
Comité Directeur récemment Tormé, dow aecours datibucs de. pnt ot 

mtr, ainsi que des mesures prises pour rétablir lea Chirctions dane eu 
Santry sani g hesures prisos pour rétablir les Chrétions dans lours 

“__ M, do Rehfues appelle de nouveau Hattention clo xox colldgues. sur les 
Comités d'Evaluation. I pense que tex personnes adjointes 4 ces Comitdx 
Auront au moins le droit de faire valoir les réclamations qui leur seront 

n 
i. répond que cen personnen auront Tee meaves droits que 
les autres roeabres dea Comités. t 
Il entre ensuite dans do nouvelles explications sur la mixsion confige 
aux Comités, composé d'hiommies spéciaux, qul ne soccupent en aucune 
facon du réglement des indemnités, Quo xi, ajoute-t-il, lu Commission veut 
bin Tut denier a personnes do wot colt, i! stempremera de te Tite 
omer. 
Tl ext décidé que cette désignation aura Tiew dans la séanco 
te 
‘Novikow demande ai & approche do Pépoque od Yon a coftume 
de-rtecitar len olives, Tantorité m pein tes mesures pour assurer cette 
Téeolte aux environs de Haxbeya. 
Abro Efendi croit qu'en effet des mesures ont 46 prixea A cet (gard. 
Le Déligué Ottoman dépase sur lo bureau (1) une copie de ta lettre 
2 Gue adcennée de Damos par Fuad Pacha; (2) une note repro 
want in eatenso les paroles prononeces par lui dans Ia troixidéme sénove 
rannoncet le dépact te Fund Pacha 
Host dchl6, sur an demande, que'eex deux documenta seront annoxdn 
évent procés-verbal 
‘Noro Hendi déclare, en outre, tro pret a ripondre A iverses 
Intions qui lui ont été adresaées dans lew xGances préeddes 
Relativement A Shakir Pacha, auquel M. Novikow rogrettait qu'on out 
Tninsé In faculté de xe rendre a Constantinople, Abro Kfendi, daprés I 
nations officielle qu'il a recues, fit aavoir que cet officier a été 
12, A Damas, parle meme Conseil de Guerre qui a prononeé lit 
condamnation 4 mort de Vex-Mushir Ahmed Agha. Li c jeation 
les dossiers éclairera In Commission sur les détails de Facquittement. de 
Shakir Pach 
‘Quant A Nari Bek, sur lequel le Commissaire Frangais avait appelé 
a séverité du Gouvernement, Abro Efendi croit pouvoir répitor et qu'il 
vnit deja dit, savoir, que cet oicier avait été mandé A Beyruut on vers 
Mane décision du Tribanal Extraordinaire. 
L'interragatoire subi depuis lors par Nari Bek ptayant pas satisfait te 
1 dtd tin en état darrestation, 
‘jut concerne Host Bek, aucune accusation x'a jamais été 
Glevée contre ect officier, qui s'étant conduit avec honneur etdroiture dans 
le procts des officiers & Damas, a été appelé A sigger dans le Conseil Extra~ 
ordivaire de Beyrout. Toutefois M. Béclard est prié de faire connaitre les 
charges qui péscraicnt sur Iui, afin que si elles étaient fondées le tribunal 
eo fat immédiatement saisi, 











us de M. Béclard touchant la nécessité 


2 pas un moment 
fe aus reliche et étendant_ see 

Seat rac easton ate a ect 
siours exéeutions méme ont eu lieu pendant [absence de Fuad ‘ 
‘membres du Const, ainsi que In plupart des notables ‘du pays, ont 61 
le tomaps ek mises en accusation; mais jusqu’d présent, e& 


malgré les vécherches les plus min 
runlgté lew wécherc minuiticuses, aucune proave n'a pu eee 


A difaut de preaves suflic 


ore eas tex pour leur eondamnation, on les expal 


fed at fgalement autorsé & annoncer que Fuad Pacha, tout 

en ion de xn tvernemen me pp ph ce ie es 

tiv ‘Tribunal Extraordinaire de Deyrout. “Len stranger 
tual pr 


bénélice de cette solutio 
Uae TS DR caine ee oe eee 


Heat conyenu que, déx le lendematn, 


Lea étrangors 


le Cosienares: 0 leu 
TPOUront aster. Faunce ont quel Scretosalk 
fren I marc de a prthure npréventerot cw obser tions dans 
fai de a Commit Cnmisa Estraondaar dea Saline 
Frangais dit avoir regu dy Consul de. France 
sigan au gions I pepe 
vee eg oolliguen.” Ti doane lecture de 
net dans lequel M, Outrey apréa avoir dépeive I 
taujotes pedir eta popiatien Chetienne signa, Tea wt dam 
cer tui Thrabiay Karainhnecords des Jouanges A Tactivité du mmandat 
Felative au enchat du ‘sersico militlee moyen 
£20,000 piastres, ee 
fait observer qu'thrah K 
qu'lbrahim Karami vient d'étre mis en 
prcire de Fuad Pacha, a 
a; niasion que Te Pléaipoteatia an 
doit nmiver grochaiement 8 Hoyrowt of I aurn Phooneur de pier 
Hine aoianies, apy souls to pe Reeentes, 18 
tnestires sont prises pout caller Mnquigtude ee'Chretient at perc akatere 
avenues sont prises pour ealwer Finquigtade des Cheetiens et pour abactre 


M. Novikow demande quelle ‘ a 
neste nde quelle suite a été donnée au projet de désarme- 


Le paragraphe suivant devi 
trong suaeageaphe suivant devait Ggurer dans le Protocole de la 


“PUAD PACHA pris 
Chrdtieaw’ de Daman, 0 wectlé de past 
¥ est A Mheure qu'll est, 


lécidé de ne panique s’était emparée des 
décidé de partlr pour cette ville, et je erovs quil 
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* Quoique le Plénipotentiaire du Soltan ait regu des autorités militaires 
Grin Datnns lea zesurances les plus positives sur le maintien de ls 
franguilité, assurances qui s'appuient d'une part sur la force sultans 
Wi se troave dans la ville, et sur la présence d'autre part de Halim Pacha 
Hquatre heures de distance de Damas, a néanmoins désiré de s'y rendre 
@x'persoone dans le seul but de tranguilliser par sa. présence les esprits 
quirétaient alarmés & son grand étonnement. 
“Son désir de dooner de plus prés une direction & la poursuite des 
coupables Druses récélés du cbté du Haurin nvest pas étranger son 
‘épart pour Damas.” 


a 
Annexe 2. 


Fuad Pasha to Abro Effenin 


Moo cher Abro, Dawss, le 10 Octobre, 1860. 
COMME, je vous le disais dans mn premidre lettre je sui parti de 
htiral hice dans la matinée, et apras one course de vingt-qaatre heures 

Jewvis arrive 4 Damas. J'ai trouvé la ville dans un dtat de tranquillité 

‘usai satinfaixant que lorsque je I'at quits, 

‘Les rumears vt Jes bruits que l'on a fait courir sur ane soi-disant 
fermentation do la population ne sont que le réaultat dex intrigues, Un 
Thombre de Chrdtiens que j'ai questionné m'ont_avous que les signes 
de croix que Von avait fait sur les maisons des Chrétions, at Tiew de 
ovenir dex Musulans, sot putt Veeuvre de quelques une des leurs qui 
rent partir pour Beyrout ov qui voudraient y retenir leurs prochow 
irs ams, et qui font des machinations pour répondre Ia terreur part 
leurs co-religionnaires et les entrainer & Vémigration, 
Se ani cee détails & SIAL lee. Commissaires ot aux 

Peronnes qui vous entourent, et ajoutez, wil vous plait, que j'ai été réelle- 

nent catiakait du calme qui régne dans ta ville que j'ai reconne T'inutilité 

et Ia aupertluité de certaines mesures militaires, un pow sevares, qui ont ét6 


adoptees, Agrier, & 
Gigné)” | FUAD. 


SSS Ee 
No, 231 


“Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell. {Received November 9.) 


(No, 35,) 
My Lord, Damascus, October 20, 1860, 

{ HAVE. the honour to report to your Lordship, that since. the 
departure of Mr. Consul Brant on the 17th ultimo, the Christians continue 
o leave Damascus for Heyrout in great numbers 

‘Ae reported in Mr, Brant’s despatches Nos, 30 and 31, the late panic 
Image all ish to quit the city: and now that the Government has began 
a Pay up the arrears of their allowance, the money is used to hire 

nimmals, 
Tt is generally believed that the fears of the Christians are worked 
by fntriguers at Beyrout, The fact of a number of prisoners 
2 is oon Tately released by the Government has also tended to increase 
ir alarm. 

"The Greek Consular Agent here bas advised all under his protection 
to leave as soon as they can, adding that he does not intend to remain At 
Damascus. ‘This has the most pernicious fect on, the sins of the 

hristians; for when they see an European Agent advising their departare, 
they believe themselves to be in immediate danger, ‘and sell the beds, 
beled Ke., provided them by the Government, with the ‘proceeds of which 
hey hire mules. 
Khaled Pasha has replaced the Mushir as Commandant of the army 
in the field, and is. now at the village of Katana, about four hours to the 
Mest of the city. The Mushir remains in Damascus. as 








gti Pasha, the new Rais of the troops, arived here oo the 1st 
ultimo, 

‘Pwo brothers—Assaail and Fares Amer—Drases of the Ledjab, tbe 
former of whom has lately been employed by Fuad Pasha on the recom 
mendation of the Frencli Consul, have been decorated by his Excellency 
with the Order of the Medjidié. Z 

Last night Abdallah Bey el Adam, Nakecb Efendi, Abd el Kader Bef 
and Abd el Hadi Efendi el Omari, members of the Great Medjlis, who 
hhad been let out of confinenient on parole, were again taken, These, with 
the Mufti, Ghuzzee Efendi, Hassibi Efendi, Ali Bey el Adam, Abdulla 
Bey, son of Nassouh Pasha, all of the Great Medjlis, and Sheikh Abdulla 
el Halebeo, wero sent this morning to Beyrout, under a guard of soldiers 
on their way to Cyprus, where Uey are to be imprisoned. A few days 
before Mr. Brant's departure Fuad Pasha informed him that this sentence 
was on the point of being carried into effect. ‘Tho trials of these persods 
having taken place in private, it is not generally known of what they wer 
found guilty, 

Thave, &e: 
Signed)” WILLIAM H, WRENCH. 





No. 239, 


‘Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Rusall—(Receiced November 9,) 
(No. 711) 
My Lord, ‘Therapie, October 31, 1860. 
MR. BRANT will have xont to your Lordship a copy of his despatel 
of the 25th ultimo, which is worthy of your Lordships motiee, 
T have the honour to forward herewith a copy of the reply whieh 
sent him to that slespateh, requesting: Kim to furnish me with his ideas as 


to the reorganization of ‘Turkhh administration a Syria 
T have, &e. 
ENRY L. BULWER. 


Inclosure in No, 232, 
Sir H. Bulwer to Conrul Brant. 


Sir, ‘Therapie, October ), 1860. 

1 HAVE read through your despatch of the 25th ultimo with tbe 
attention which it deserves 

two essential points 1 entirely agree with you: the one, that there 
should be a general reorganization of the Ottoman Government in Syria 
(you can give me your ideas as to how this cans bo most. practically 
eifected); secondly, | coneur with you also ax to the necessity of some 
atep being taken with regard to the caravan that goes annually 1 
Meeea, 

In regard to the punishments, there are certain considerations to beat 
in mind: first, a person in a locality ix sometimes too much impressed 
Jocal cireumstancos; secondly, some attention must be paid to the difficult 
porition of the Porte’s Commissioner, who, if he produced «trod 
Mussaltman feeling of indignation—1 do not mean merely on the xpot, DUE 
in general—might produce a Mussulman outbreak dangerous in: itS 
character, wide in its effects, and: for a tite uncontrollable. ‘The conse= 
quences inight be most serious, both ‘as to the lives and property 
‘hrigtians and the gencral fate of the Kyupire, 

‘Though the death of 150 persons’ seems” small, ia comparison to the 
tmaysncren that have (akon place, i is stil a very large namber of persons 
tw be executed. 

If, however, any particular individual, however highly placed amongst 
the religious body of Mussiulmans, has rendered his conduct suspicious: 
justice uhould be done, aud the faets reported to Lord Dufferin. 

‘other matters, you must, generally, consider that it is the Ottoms® 


Government, though greatly modified “and improved, that has to be esta- 
Dlished and that fanaticism on the one side isto be repressed an ch aa 
on the other. 
T have, &e 
(Signed) HENRY L, BULWER. 





No. 293. 


Lord J. Russel! to Sir H. Bulwer, 
(No. 620,) 
Sir, Forcign Office, November 10, 1860. 


LT HAVE received from Lord Dufferin a copy of his despatch to your 
Excolleuey of the 26th of October, inclosing a letter from a gentleman at 
lative to the present condition and future prospects of the 
Christian population of that city; and {have to state that the Porte 
would do well to call upon Fuad Pasha to state his viows ax to the course 
which should be taken to remedy the unsatisfactory state of things at 
Damascus, and as to the measures which ehould bo ‘taken beroatter for 
the safety of the Christians in Syria when the foreign forcon arc with: 
drawn. Tam, &e. 
Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No. 234. 

‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Hammond.—(Received November 10,) 

‘Sir, idmiralty, November 8, 1860, 
1AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
‘send you herewith, for the information of Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter from Vico-Adimiral Martin, dated 
the I8th ultimo, with extracts of the orders he has. given to Captain 
Heathcote, of Her Majesty's ship “Dorix, the xonior officer of Hor 
Majesty's ships aud vessels left on the coast of Syria, 
Tam, &e. 


sig 
Tncloxuro 1 in No. 234 
Viee- Admiral Martin to the Secretary to the Adwiralty. 
My Lord, “ Marltarough,® Islan of Candia, October 18, 1860. 
it may be desirable that the Lords Commixsionersof the Admiralty 
ed with the instructions under which the senior officer 
yria is acting, [have tho honour to teanaait a copy, to 
be laid before their Lordships. 


Lam, & 
(Signed) W. &. MARTIN, 


Inclosnre 2 in No. 234. 
Orders addressed 10 Caplain Heathcote. 


By Fanshawe Martin, Esq. M.P.. &e. 

BEING about to proceed to Corfu with the ships-of-the-ling. hore 
‘sembled, you will be left as senior officer on the coast of Syria, with the 
Ships named in the margin® under your orders, and upon my parting 
‘company you will take them under your command accordingly: 

._ The objects of a British squadron being on this coast are, the protec- 
tion of the lives and property of Christians, and also British intorests and 
commerce. 

. With the above in view, you will place yourself in friendly commu- 
nication with Her Majesty’s Consul-General, Mr, Niven Moore, from whom 
You will generally obtain the latest information from the interior and from 
Dorin Liteg Macon,” tepid” (on aria fram Nagle), *Lapnng” Grey 


aad 








the coast; and every attention should be paid to any requisitions you 
tony receive from Mr. Moore for the above-named objects. 

You will see, by my General Memorandum of the 2nd instant, that 
protectian is to be alforded by the ships under your orders to Austrian 
Potion chee and aukjects, and‘it ts desirable therefore that. you 
should call upon the Chevalier de Weekbecker, Aust ‘ian Commissioner 

nd Consul-General at Beyrout, and inform him, in conversation, of the 
itruations you have received On thi head 

Te will be right, also, that you take an opportunity of visiting Achmet 
Pashs, the Governor-General of this Pasbalie; and when calling at the 
‘ourports the respective Governors should be visited, and the importance 
Should be poiatel! out to them of checking with firmness and vigour any 
‘iaposition to commnlt excesses on the part of the Moslems or others, for it 
seems to eda eh that, wherever the Gowers: show energy and 
eee aahey ate wel abo lo provent a rising among the people 

ios tne aheuld alo bewadeot the authorities and the Consular Agents 
whether all needful steps are being taken for the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the Christian refugees from the interior, 

With reference to my quitting the const with the shipsof-the-line 
doring the winter months: 04 paite should be apared to impress opon. al 
fers tha nih pton the ee ude ade 
Majesty's Government will not ceane to watch with anxiety the state of 
‘faves 10 Syria, and to demand efficient protection for British subjects and 
interests, 

You will take advantage of the vessels being together to. visit, in 
forco, Jaffa, Cailto, Aero, ‘Tyee, Sidon, ‘Tripoli, Latakia, and Lanarca, 
Tenving one vessel here during your absence, oF sending the ahips under 
the end officer ia command, while you remain at Beyrout in the 

‘bat by the 10th November, at the latest, you should take up 

age at St, Gearge’s Bay, with thece vessels, and send the 

‘ng three, under the orders of Captain Preedy, to. the Gulf of 

Takanderson, whore they will find a safe anchorage, either at Alexandretta 

a ere Ye aout be, fa that the climate there proves. pernicious 
to the health of the crews, Lanarca may then be resorted to. 

"Phe vessels in. tho Gulf of Iakanderoon are frequently to visit the 
ports to the northward of Beyrout, and those fo the southward are to be 
Petited. by the vewels with you at’ auch times ax the appearance of the 
Vinlther xd. the barometer may xeem to make it prudent; but captains 
srt be cautloned to be ready at all times to put to sea at the shortest 

Fee, and the ahips should frequently weigh, for exercise. 

Nay information you may obtain with regard to the political condi- 
tion of the outporta ix to be freely communicated to Lord Dufferin, Her 
Majesty's Comminsioner, and to the Consul-Goneral, 

‘The frequent visits of Her Majesty's whips to the different ports will, 
am sanguie, prove adequate protection to Christians from violence, and 
to British interests, although it is probable that yome of the Vice-Consulsy 
warned by recent events, will be anxious to have vessels © jantly stationed 
with ¢ J will write to you to that effect. In complying with any 
huh requisition. you will be guided by your own judgment, aided by the 
moet dicot the CousulGenoral and sock information ax be many himself 
have received from the Consular Agents. 

‘As raueh excitement continues to prevail in the interior amongst the 
fanatical Moslem population, leave must not be given to the crews; and 
you are not £0 permit any extended absence on the part of the officers 
trom thei ships. 

Tie“ Firlly* is employed urveying on the coms, ‘and is not io any 
way to be diverted from her duties, 

Given on board the * Marlborough,” at Beyrout the 10th of October 
1860. 


Gigned) ——- W. F. MARTIN. 


‘To Edmund Heathcote, Esq 
Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Doris” 
By command, & 
Signed)” G. P. Mamtin, Secretary. 





a 
No. 235. 
Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 13, 1860. 
1 HAVE laid before Lord John Russell your letter of the Sth instant, 
tranemitting for his Lordship's information extracts of the orders give 
ay Vico-Admiral Martin to the senior officer of Her Majesty's. ships and 
Nessels stationed on the coast of Syria ; and Lam to request you to state to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that Lord Joho Russell 
Considers those orders to be entirely fit and proper in the present state of 
Syrian affairs 
Taw, &. 
Signed) E. HAMMOND. 





No, 236. 
Burl Cowley to Lord J, Russell —(Reeeived Noveuber 4.) 
(No. 1,447.) 
My Lord, Paris, November 13, 1860. 
ALTHOUGH your Lordship did not desire mo to communicate to 
Thouvenel the contents of your despatch No, 1,099 of the Tth instant, 
Mating the insuperable objectious. of Hor Majesty's Government to a 
Prolonged occupation of Syria by European troops, yet ax your Lordship 
BWeations in the despatch that you had informed the Marquik of Chat 
Fenard that the opinion of Her Majesty's Government on this point should 
communicated to the French Government through me, I presme that 
Was your Lordship’ intention that I should speak to M. ‘Phouvenel 0 
subject, and 1 accordingly read to him this afternoon your Lordship 


o take care to convey h 
sevation to y i ec the had never writ 
the Marquis of Chateau ‘ould appear had 
n communicated to ither stated that the General i 
{Qtsmand of the French troops in Syn tnd eousiderd reinforcements of 
Topean troops to be nocomary, still less had he hinted even at a prolongas 
tion of the period of their stay beyond six months. What Nelhad done 
Wax thin: he had desired M, de Chateaurenard to eall your Lordship 
Attention to the accounts w! en just been received from § 
til wich wore a very serious axpect: Fuad Pasha having beon w 
Nowilling to provent’ the eacape of the Draw Chiefs, Boing 
Whether the Arab tribes would take part with the Druses or not, an 
ring under the circumstances requested General Beaufort to inerease the 
Humber of French troops employed ia the Mountain, He had added that it 
Would be for Europe to consider whether reinforcements were necessary, 
nd, if necessary, by whom they should be provided. As for France, 10 
ther Frenchinan would be sent 
jut with regard to a prolongation of the period of oceupatios 
Mbouvencl decisSci that this posnt had bot even been touched upon 
patch to M. Chateau renard, He had formes no opinion, and would 
‘ho opinion upon the subject until he should be in possession of the 
Report of the Syrian Commission. His hope was that_the troop might 
[ime Away within the term settled by the Convention of the Sth of Saptem- 
and it was bat a few days ago that he had written to the French 
‘omtnissioner, M. Béclard, desiring him not to bose sight of the fet tha 
flemoment was approaching when by the terms uf the Cyavention th 
Evropean occupation must cease, and requesting him to lose no tine in 
ging the Commission to enter upon the discussion of the future govern= 
Ment of the Lebanon 
He was free to confess that in his opinion it would be a sorry termina 
8 to the intervention of Europe in Syria if the day after the deps 
4 








2 


of the troops fresh massactes were to occur, and ‘he was apprehensive that 
this would be the case unless before their departure some settled form 
government should have been framed. 

Tam bound to add that the language which M. ‘Thouvenel held this 
afternoon coincides with that which he has always held to me on this 
subject. He has never shown any desire either to send French reinforce- 
ments to Syria or to prolong the stay of those already there, so mach 30 
that [ was exceedingly surprised when read your Lordship’s account of 
his Excelleney's despatch on ater thout the time it must have, 
con written he had told nce to the sending of British 
reinforcements, that nothing indicated a want of them on the part of General 
Beaufort, and that he should like to wait for further reports from hit 
before pronouncing any opinion upon the subject. 

But whatever may have been the impression of M. Thouvenel « week 
or two ago, it appears that his last reports from Syria are 40 satiafactory 
that he is no longer under any apprehension of a prolonged resixtance £0 
Fuad Pasha. 

verting to that paragraph of your Lordship'e despatch which 
staton * that Fler Majesty's Government would prefer, as a choice of evil 
to ace the Government of Syria restored to authorities named. by, oF 
connected with the Porte, in the manner which the Mixed Commission 
shall consider most favourable to the future peace of Syria,” M. Thouvendl 
said that the French Governmont could not be a party to any ransactio® 
which would deprive. the Lebanon of x0 much of the right of selfszovern= 
ment ax bad beeu granted toitby the arrangement of 1816, Ax he ncened 
to allude to the words “authorities named by the Porte,” 1 observed that 
your Lordehip's remarks applied to Syria. in general, where, as far a8 
Was awaro, the Porto had never conceded any of ite soversign rights, 
that. tho. words which followed "authorities connected with the Porte” 
probably were intendest to refer to wuch authoritios ax the Porte did 00 
ame, bnt acknowledged 

Thave, &¢ 


Gigued) — COWLEY. 


—————— 


(0. 237. 


Earl Cowley to Lond J. Kussell—(Received November 14.) 
(No, 1,148) 
My Lond, Paris, November 13, 1860. 

WHEN M. ‘Thouvenel mentioned to mo, as ix stated in my deapatel 
No, 1,447 of this day's date, that the Prench Government were determi 
ot 10 send reinforcements to Syria, asked his Excellency whether he a 
aware that reinforcements had been sent, aod that the Freach army 
‘occupation now amounted to about 8,000 men. Hix Excellency repli 
that T had overstated the amount, though he admitted that it approad 
my statement; but he aaid that there were 1,500 sick, and that Get 
Beaufort had not above 6,000 effective men. 

{ rojoined that had not made the remark reproaehfully, but that t 
wished to reconcile tho statement which he had made with the account 
received from Sytia that reinforcements, though small, were contiavall¥ 
arriving: 

M. ‘Thouvenel said that the departure of some further troops w! 
had been under orders for Syria had been countermanded, 

Thave, do. 
Signed) COWLEY: 


Lora J, Russell to Earl Coveley 
(No. 1,134) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 14, 1860. 
___ WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch No. 14447 of the 13th 
instant, { have to acquaint you that you rightly understood and correctly 
stated to M. Thouvenel the views of Her Majesty's Government ax stated 
jn my despatch No. 1,099 of the 7th instant, in regard to the natare of the 
Government which they would be glad to sce established in Syria. 
Lam, &e. 
igned) | J. RUSSELL. 





No. 239. 

Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J- Russell —(Received November 17.) 
(No, 726.) 
My Lord, Constentinople, 

HAVING addregsed remonsteances to the Porto in confort 
those made by his Excellency Fuad Pasha against the state of affairs at 
Damascus, I have the satisfaction to announce that the ‘Turkish Gavorn- 
‘ment hax resolved to remove Mouhavver Pasha, the late Governor, and 
Appoint Emin Pasha in hix place. 

Tioclose to your Lordship herewith a sketch of Emin Pasha’s anteoo- 
dents and character, on the correctness of which | believe 1 can place 
elianco, and which may warrant some hope that under the new Governor's 
Audminixiration the condition of the Pravinee of Damascus may be con- 
siderably ameliorated. 

T have, 8c, 
(Signed) | HENRY 1. BULWER, 


Incloaure in No, 239, 
Sketch of Bmin Pasha's Antecedents and Character. 


EMIN PASHA fs tho son of Mustafa Hasib Effendi, a Moolah, of 
ome distinction, from whom he received an excellent education. 

‘At 25 he ontored the translating department at the Porte in 1887 he 
accompanied Mahmoud 11 to Roamelin; and on the return of the Sultan 
to Countantinople was appointed Recrotary of Eibasy in London under 
Sami Pasha; thence he was transferred to Paris, In 1841 he again served 
in the translating department; and io ISH and T8415 was charged with 
missions to Servia, and subsequently with the superintendence of the 
Quarantine and passport offices, He was then appointed first interpreter 
at the Porte ; served at Bucharest under Suleyman Pasha, the ‘Turkish 
Cominissioner in the Principalities ; was ser ion to the Lebanon, 
nd named President of the Council of Syrian affairs at Saida. On ix 
Telurn to Constantinople he was appointed Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
tunder Aali Pasha, and President of the Commission sitting at Constanti- 
ople on the affairs of the Holy Places. Shortly afterwards, his health 

Wing given way, he returned to Syria, on a special mission to Aleppo, (0 
inquire into the conduct of Hamdi Pasha. At the expiration of this inquiry 
hhe retired from active service, but was lately induced to accept the 
Presidency of the Manicipal Council in Pera. 

in Pasha is remarkable for integrity and intellectual powers; he 
has, moreover, great administrative ability, and holds liberal opinions. 
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No, 240. 


Lord Dufferin to Lovd J. Russell.—(Received November 19.) 


(Wo. 21.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, November 4, 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's 
information, copy of nine further despatches which T have this day 
dispatched to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


closure 1 in No, 240, 
Lorit Dufferin to Sie H. Buboer. 


Sir, Beyrout, October 26, 1860. 

UT REGRET extromely that indisposition should have prevented me 
from writing to your Excellency by the last mails, ‘The same cause will 
compel me W defer until the next opportunity a general roviow 1 had 
intended to submit to your Excellency relative to the present aspect of 
alfairs in this country. 

In the meantime I have had the honour of addressing some despatches 
to your Excellency upon various subjects, which it was necessary to bring 
‘more immodiatoly under your notices. 

Vhave, &e. 
(Signed DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Jnclosure 2 in No, 240, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, October 80, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s 
information, copy of a despateh whieh I have addressed to Mr, Wrench 
Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Damascus, urging him to uso every 
exwdenvour to put an end to the panic now existing amoog the Chriatians 
fat that place. 

In explanation of the last paragraph, I beg to state that the refu 
at Boyrout are encouraging their (ellow-citizens to, join them here, onthe 
plea that there is an ample xupply of money, and nothing to do for it, ‘The 
‘effect of such an invitation ix very demoralizing, If the Committee were 
to make it known that, having organized a wystem of relief at Damascus, 
thoy would not be responsible for the support of those who chose to come 
to Beyrout, and were to carry such a regulation into effect, the report of 
the circumstances would quickly spread, and one of the least respectable 
motives for dight woold be abolished, 

._Lhave, &e. 
(Sigoed) — DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYY.. 


Inclowure 3 in No, 240, 
Lord Dufferin to Acting Conrul Wrench. 


Bir, Beyrout, October 29, 1860. 

1 BEG to suggest that you should continue to use every exertion 
put an end to the unreasonable panic which seems to prevail at Damascus 
Among the Christian population, and that you should exert your influence 
to induce therm to remain in their city, 
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Major Fraser hius saggested to me that the Relief Committee should 
invited to refuse relief to such refugees as persist in coming to Beyrout. 
‘To this excellent recommendation I have already attended. 
Tam, &e. 
(Sigowt) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 240. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 1, 1860. 

UNOW propose to give to your Excellency a slight sketch of the 
Progress of events in thin province during the last three weeks. 

In my despateh of the Sth ultimo I had the honour of informing 
You that Fuad Pasha, in conjunction with General de Beaufort, having 
Gompleted the military occupation of the Mountain, and having failed in 

endeavour to intercept the column of fugitive Draxex, hat himself 
Feturned to Mokhtarah, while he invited M. de Beaufort to retire within 

precinets of the Lebanon Proper. With this injuoction the French 
General very unwillingly complied, and 1 have reasor ive that for 
8 instant ho entertained the iden’ of making a sudden and independent 
Movement on the Ledjah. Reflection, however, induced him to abandon 
somewhat inconsiderate intention, and within a few days afterwards 
made his appearance at Heyrout. took advantage of a visit which bo 
Wax ood enough to pay me, to remonstrate strongly againat the outrages 
fommitted by tho Christiaas who panied his army, stating that 
Buurope had interfered for the express purpose of hindering these barbarian 
from cutting each other's throats; and that it might prove disnd: 
Santageous to his reputation if his arrival in the Lebanon were to become 
signal for the renewal of the very atrocities he tind been commissioned 
Prevent, 

M. de Beaufort replied, that the reports of what hiad taken place were 
Much exaggerated: that it was but natural the Christians should wie 
the earliest opportonity of revenge; and it wax impoxrible for him to have 
Preveated what occurred 

Upon this 1 y wr thirty cases of mot 
Savage murder, when old men, children, and women had boon the victims: 
nd concluded by suggesting that if only steps had been taken to puninh 
Aringle culprit, these er ver be repeated, 

de Beaufort then announced to me that it wax ik int 

Arrange hix army in three moveable columns within a triangle, of wh 

rout would be the apex, and the eastern boundary of the Lebanon the 
= that he would then visit all the Druso villages; and ji 

Pond Pagha had called upon the inhabitants to remain within their houkea, 
should consider himeelf at liberty to treat ax enemiex kuch 

Maton ax he should find roaming about the Mountain. "To this 1 replied, 
lat it was beyond my province to senture to criticixe any plan he might 
tive formed: that 1 was sure he would only act jn accordanes with the 
lictatex of humani 

‘eemed to me rather 


ch General, having been et eee in Sadia, 
le gave him no excuse for falling sword in hand upon 
. regarded with greater indifference than was natwral the 
Sonduct of the Christians, in the expectation that it would afford a means 
of frightening the’ Druses out of the Mountain altogether, or of 


Asperating them itn resistance. = 
ith a view to countervail s0 unjust a mode of dealing with them, 1 


eit 
ex: 
iad taken an opportunity of suggesting to the American imisionaries who 

















inhabit the Mixed districts, that they should recommend the Druses (@ 
remain quiet in their villages, and on uo account to offer any opposition. 

My conversation with M. de Beaufort, which had been conducted i@ 
the most amicable spirit, concladed by his alluding, with some bitterness 
to the inefficiency of Fuad Pasha’s arrangements for the capture of the 
fagitive Chiefs. 

Teannot but admit that thero is great eause for dissatisfaction in this 
respect. Nevertheless, { acquit Fuad Pasha of all connivance at_thel 
escape. [am convinced that he desired no better than to have laid hi 
hand on a string of prisoners in the act of flight, he 
sent in chains to Beyrout without further ceremony. If his 
were nit accomplished, itis to be attributed to the stupidity or 
of those he hisd appointed to intercept them. 

So strongly have I felt the gravity of the error committed in thie 
respect, that | took upon myself to represent to Fuad Pasha that, up 4@ 
this moment, no punishment whatever had been inilicted on the nuihore of 
the bloody massaeres at Haxboya, Rasheya, and Deirel-Kamar: that 008 
a single Druse had been executed ; and that before ho could hope 
compone the troubles of the Mountain, some signal acts of justice must 
overtake the individuals who had shed ‘the blood of ‘their fellow-creatares 
in auch lamentable profason, 

‘This painful duty once accomplished, he might publish an amnestfy. 
trom which the mors votoriouscxlprite would ef coctor be excepted aa 
then proceed t a general pacification, Such timely weverity woul 
exompt him from the reproaches to which he was now exposed, 

privo the French General of all pretext for disquieting the Drust 
districts by his inconniderate raids. 

His Excellency replied, that he was only waiting for tho Drasce 
return to theie villages. from which the proceedings of the French had: 
driven thom, and that then, in a single night, bo would seize all those wh 
haul been evocerned in the maxkacres. 

While matters were proceeding i the above manner in the Mountaily 
accounts kept co n Damascus of « very unaatinfactory characte 
‘We wore told that the Christians were being Ureateved ; that the Turkial 
troops were all in hospital: that the Deuses of the Hauran were preparit 
to attack tho city ; that Mosloms were chalklog crosses on the doors 
Christian houves ; and that a second maxsacre was imminent 

‘Although Chad an instinetive feeling that there must be something 
fictitious in all this. (twas evident that Fuad Pasha’ presence had become 
necessary at Damascus, and I sent a mossonger to. Mokhtarab, recom 
monding him to go. Before, however, he could receive my note, Bit 
Excellency hud already started, 

His first act after his arrival was to pat in prison a ceetain Keramb 
a Cheintian, whom he had lofe behind in a semt-otficial position, Thi 
man was completely oworthy of his Excelieucy's coufideoce, and 
abysed bis trust in the most flagitions manner. He gave himself out a& 
Fuad Pasha’s Vicegerent ; he frightened the Governor of the town intl” 
obedience; ho extorted large suxna of money fromChristians and Mahome 
tana: and practined in the vilest manner on the women who came to h 
as splints 

No incident could give your Excellency a better idea of tho difficulties 
Fuad Pasha has to eneountor from the dearth of trustworthy agents. 

Having disposed of Kerami, Fund Pasha then proceeded to lay hands 
on a fresh bateh of notables, among whons was Abdallah Hey. one of 
principal lnstigators of the Iate massacres, and a person enjoying 
reputation of great canctity among his co-religionists.. 

These individuals were sent to Beyrout, and subsequently to Cypeit 

on any particular charge, it being impossible co tind any one to testify 

but As persons whose presenee at Damascus was incom 

patible with pul lity. Should any evidence be subsequently fortl” 
coming, they will be brought back to Bevrout, and dealt with accordingly: 

At the same time 280 lesser criminals were sent off to Constantinop'e 

Having administered this summary justice, his Excellency announced 
Yis intention of coming to Beyroat in order to take part in the deliberatiom™ 
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of the Commission, and he sent us an assurance that the late panic 
had been organized by the Christians, and that the chalking of the doors 
was a device of their own by which they hoped to farnish themselves with 
the pretext of insecurity for removing to Beyrout, ‘Though this idea was 
Fidiculed by my colleagues, I am inclined to think there may be some 
foundation for it 

In the meantime General de Beaufort hail put into execution the 
flan be had been good enough to communicate to me. Mis operations, 

owever, resulted in a movement of no great importance on «% 
Villages in the neighbourhood of Ain Andb and Kefereiya, where a gooxl 
many houses were pillaged, three Druses killed by the French soldiers, 
and other irregularities committed, of which it might seem captious to 
complain. 

1 regret, however, to be obliged to add that about this time 1 
Feeeived a private letter from General Kmety, who commanded the 
Parkish army in the Lebanon, complaining of the mannor in which 
himself and his troops were treated by the French officers and soldiers, 
and announcing bis intention to resign. I as too ill at the time to write 
reply; but I sont a mexange to the General recommending him wot to 
show too great a muncptibility, and earnestly requesting has to remain at 
is pont. 

Pa Tar ax Thave been able to Iearn, this officer's complaints appear 
‘well founded. He himself does not neem to have been treated with doe 
consideration, and his soldiers have been pelted with stones while on duty, 
‘and othorwixe maltreated by the French, Such an occurrence ix the 
more to be regretted as Genecal Kmoty ia a faithful, intelligent, and 
energetic servant of the Porte, i 

Thave but one more circumstance of any very reat importance to 
Aignalive to your Excellency, 1 regret to say that tho exodus from 
Damascus still goes on. Yesterday upwards of 1,000 refugees from that 
ity arrived in Beyrout. If the stream of emigration continues unchecked 
none but the scanty dregs of the Christian population will remain, One 
of the great causes of their fight is the inefficient manner in which the 
Government provides: them with the necessaries of life, ‘Thoir daily 
tallowanco ix suffered to fall into arrear, the rations with which they are 

nothing is done to convince 
1. This noglect and 
doubt, involuntary, 
stion of their finances 

A fow dayx ago a French General of Brigade, M. Duerotre, arrived 
jo Reyrout, “Iu a conversation I had with him he stated that in his 

aion there were only two things to be dove for Syria, each boing an 
ektreme measure, and the he the exact opposite of the othor, vis, eithe 
to hand over the’ entire province, Lebanon and all, to the Turks, 
to make Abd-el-Kader ruler of the Aral populations, amd institute an 
independent principality for the Christians. (am scarcely inclined to 
attach any very great significance to this expression of opinion, 

T trust that the foregoing retrospect will, with the despatches on 
separate nubjects 1 have already forwarded, enable your Excellency 10 
form a pretty accurate notion of what has been going 0 

ave, Ke 
(Signed) DUFPERIN AND CLANEBOYF 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 240, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, October BL. 1860, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency copy of the 

Protocol of the Bifth sitting of the Commission. 

_ It was on this occasion that hix Excellency Fuad Pasha for the first 

time made his appearance among us, and entered upon the discharge of 

his fanctions as ez officio President of our body. Until now the proceedings 
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of the Commission have been ‘comparatively unimportant, as we were 
compelled to confine ourselves to the occupation of assailing Abro Efeadh 
his Excellency’s delegate, with a storm of questions, requisitions, and 
proposals, whieh that gentleman always declared himself incompetent 10 
eiitertain. Now, however, that we sre brought face to face with the 
urkish Representative there is a better prospect of our meetings 
becoming productive of some practical restilt. Nothing could have beet 
more skilful, conciliatory, or dignified than the marer ia which Foad 
Pasha proceeded to establish hix official relations with Us, and it was 
rather amusing: to observe the change of tone ia our discussions which 
the courtesy of his own manners insensibly imposed. He is now, aa it 
fighting with his face to the sua, and fron a lower level: but 

Justice of his cause but equalize the chances of his position it is 
evident he woald be more than a mateh for his present opponents. Lis 
Powers of conciliation are very great, and I have remarked that the 
persone moat indisposed towards im,’ when admitted te his Inimacy, 
lave always in some deree suceusnbed to the plausibility of hix rypreseae 
tatioox and the charm oF hie wanters, n AUOutY oF Bix represen 
Unced not particularly describe whe details of our Coriference : the 
Protocol itself will afford your ‘Asulliciently accurate idea of 


tho general character of the procee T may, howe 

to romark that in eooncquence of the Secretary of the Con 

Frenchman, # more favourable anit expanded representa 

given to the part played hy his chiet than the frets of the case would 
strictly warrant, 1 would not have alluded to this circumstance had it 
not roused the indignation of one of my colleagues, who scems. inclined tO 
Attempt to curtail the innocent partiality of our reporter 


‘An your Exeelieney will perceive the Comm ied 

in connidering the representations I thought it my duty to make regard 

he ‘unvatisfaetory proceduee asopte! hy the Hxtraordinary ‘Tribunal of 
'yrout ‘ 

Having convinced myself that the only effective way of ‘conductin 
fond fide inventigation into the citcomstancen out of which the tee 
distarhancex arose would be by acquiring for the Delegates of the 
Commission. appointed to watch’ the trial of those concerned in. thea, 
tho priv ing the inquiry into whatever channel seemed most 
likely to lead to tho discovery of ‘the truth, T ventured to repreacat. (0 
Fuail Pasha, ina coneilintory a manner as i could command, the expe. 
dieney of his granting to our representatives permission Uo suggest! tn 
writing, to the President of the tribunal, stich queations ns trom time to 
time it might appear desirable to them whould he addressed either tthe 
prisoner oF to the witnesses, 

Perceiving, howerer, that my colleagues did tiot seem inclined to 
support auch ® proposition, and being aware that under such clreum= 
stances his Excellency woul never necede 10, V outented nyse with 
stating my opinion, without pressing it further upon there attention: 

Nevertheleun, i muy be ermttal ts ‘express Wo your Excellency iy 
conviction that some auch means ax the above would offer. the oaly 
facilition wo are likely to obtain, for fulfilling the first of the duties we are 
instructed to discharge, namely, the discovery of the causes of the Inte 
events. 

At present, although a pretty accurate eoujecture may be fornied as to 
the nature of many of the influnaces. which were at work, it is only by 
croxs-examination OF witnesses, the comparison of evidence, the confrontin 
ofthe Druse Chiefs with the ‘Purkiah ofielale and both with their Chestine 
accusers, that the absolute truth ean be evolved 

Now, even if they had the wish, no Turkish tribunal possesses either 
the experience or the kill necessary to conduct s0 complicated an investi- 

ation, But we have every reason to beliove that the real object. which 
the Reyrout Tribunal has at heart ix the concealment of the truth, and 
the destruction, with as much despatch as possible, of those whose matual 
recrimnination would bring to the knowledze of Europe frets with: which, It 
is their ntereat to heep her unacquainted.” Te becomes, therfore. x matee 
cof great importance that we should have the power of preventing. tose i 


291 


the purity of whase intentions we can haye so little confidence from stifing 
and cooking evidence. 

1 was suggested during the course of the discussion, that the 
Procés-rerbal of each day's procecdings would afford the Commission an 
Spportunity of acquiring, through the Representative of the Porte, the 
Pery satisfaction 1 desired our delegates should be empowered to demand ; 
‘bat to this observation I replied, that up to the present moment, as the 
Feport of my delegate proved, ‘tho procts-rerbal was an untrustworthy 
4nd garbled representation of what occurred, and that notwithstanding 
that his Excellency had been good enough to undertake that the procedure 
{f the Court should be improved, it was impossible, no matter what pr 
fautions were taken, to prevent the reports submitted to our examination, 

mM conveying but a meagre and inadequate notion to our mind of the 
Teal nature of its proceedings. 

Moreover, your Excellency will immediately perceive that even if the 
Aexture of the procés-verdal, was wulticiently close to enable us to seine the 
important clue which was to conduct us to the truth, it would be smponvible 
Ho convey boforchand to the Tribunal, iusfructiona vulicioully stringent to 
Sompel them to make a bond fide vse of it, more expecially when Fuad 

’asha himself was the only medium through whieh they coukl be commie 
Miented with. At best it would only be the examination-in-chiof that 
ould be thux dictated ; for all purposes of crost-examination—by which 
‘one evidence ean be sifted—such a method! would of courac be completely 
\ppropriate. 3 

So convinced am 1 of the necessity for the Commission t0 acquire the 

i of directing the investigation, that at a convenient opportunity 1 

I again invite my colleagues to consider whether we cabnot in some 
‘ay or another obtain permission to handle the witnessck ourselves 

‘This question being then disposed of, a proposition was made by tho 
Roproventative of Prussia that the accused should be allowed to. commu. 

leate with some person who might take charge of hix papers and collect 
his Witnexscs, Austria and myxelf strongly xupported somo such arrange> 
Ment, The Representative of France declared it to be undesirable, Rusia 
followed in his wake, and Fund Pasha naturally took advantage of this 
Allference of opinion to prevent the introduction of auch an innovation, 
Weclaring that wore he allowed to employ an agent of this kind, Said 
Rey's wealth would enable him to suborn any number of witnoxxox, 

He concluded, however, by repeating the axsurances he had already 
Bade to me individually two dayx before, on the occasion of my former 
Femooxtrance, that he would endeavour to apply every remedy that was 
fompatible with the custom of Turkish Courts, to puta stop to the irregu- 
Jarities of which we complained. Lam happy to be able to add that these 
Promises have been accomplished, and that the trial of Said Boy 
{vow proceeding in amore satisfactory manner. It ix probable, 

tthe nteps we have taken will result in the adoption of a move of pro: 
‘eedure which, though still lameotably defective, will at all events be as 
Squlitable as has ever beoa known in a Turkist Court of Justice, 

One of the reasons for which T was 40 anxious that Said Boy should 
have some person into whose hands he might commit his papers, was that 

hhave been informed he document to which he attaches such 
BE importance that he is uawilig vo hand it over to the Court for fenr 
would destroy it, 

Thardly know how much eredit may be attached to this report, bu 
Am of opinion that, if such a document exists, the prisoner's mixgivings 
Are not unreasonabie 

T have instructed Mr. Noel Moore to insist on all documents handed 

Mo Court being communicated ta the Delegates of the Commission, 

Rofore concluding our sitting we succeeded in extracting from Fund 
Pasha one very important concession, namely, that previously to senterice 

Ng parsed On any of the prisoners, we should have an opportunity of 
Communicating to his Excellency our opinion of the evidence and on the 
Feports with which we shall be furnished, 

T have but one further incident to signalise to your Rxcelleney. 

During’ the course of the discussion on M, Rehfues’ proposal the 
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Austrian Representative, M. Weckbecker, stated that, inasmuch 9s w6_ 
were merely instructed to provoquer la punition des coupables,” he did tot 
consider himself bound to advocate the acquittal of the innocent; should 
8 person not guilty bo condemned the responsibility of such injustice | 
rested solely with the Turkish ‘Tribunal. ‘This idea 1 ventured 
‘arnestly to combat, arguing that although the Commission collective 
may be considered to discharge the duty of prosecutors on behalf 

rope and Christianity, yet, that from the moment our Delegates eat 

‘ourt, the discovery of truth and the attainment of the ends of justice 
was the sole object that they ought to propose to themselves, and that the 
‘oquittal of the innocent wan ax exsentially the logical consequence of thie 

pte as th tion of the guilty. 

Tn conclusion, I trust your Excellency will not imagine that { have a 

od to insist that the formalities and complication: known (8 
open law should be practised on the present occasion, 

Lam well aware that in such a crisis it is more humane to administee 

‘hand speedy justice than to allow thaxe manifestly deserving of 
punishment to escape on any quibble or mere legal pretext. But of aay 
Exceat in this direction {see no danger. Only theee days ago Fuad 
assured me that he would hang any man whom he could get two Euroy 
Consuls to declare guilty, not on any proof, but on their moral conviettouth 
and that he would make a prescot to the Comminion of any head ¥@ 
chowe to ank for, Yet his Excelleney is undoubtedly a very humane mate 

reat struggle, I have been told, to ordér Ahmet Pasha 
: and kindness and benevolence are the sentiments most 
natural to his amiable natore. When, Howcver, one ares a person read 
for political considerations, to deal out capital punishment with 
tunprineipled facility, ane is’ naturally anxious to take care that Justice 
while xhe grasps the xword with one hind sbould wot let her walea 
From the other. 

U think it right to odd that 1 have quite satisfied my colleagwes that 
it ig by a sense of equity alone that my conduct on this occasion haw bee 
rogulated, that the fact of Said umblnt’s being the caxe in queatiog 
waa an accidental circumstance foreign to my though that in 
that I'do I have only at heart the cause of humanity and justice, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Incloaure 6 in 0. 


Protocol of the Fifth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Begrouty 
October 23, 1860, 


CEJOURD'HUI, Mardi, vingt-trois Octobre, mil huit cont x0 
deux heures de Vaprisemidi, les Membres de la Commission Internationales 
nssistés d'Abro Efendi, Dilégné Ottoman, se soot réunix A Beyrout 6008 
a prdnidenee de M. de Weckbecker, Commissoire d'Autriche. 

Lo procdsavertal de Ia séance précédente est Tu ot aslopté. 

Le Commisnaire Prossien interpelle Abro Efendi sur la question de 
avoir pourquoi on exige dos habitants de certaines localités dex quite 
tances délinitives en échange des xommes qui leur sont allouges pat 
Comités «'Evalnation, 

Abro Elendi répond que les sommes ainsi alloutes ne Kont pas mie 
des (comptes aur le montant des indemoités, mais reulement des secour® 
Quant aux quittances exigées des habitants, il nie que ce soient 
quittances délinitives, et assure que ce sont de simples recépinnés. 

Une disconsion wengage Ace propos et les divers Membres de 
Commission y- prennent part. Lord Dufferin ext d'avin que 100s 

ates cesseraient si lex Délégués de la Commission étaient adjoints au 
Comités. ainsi que eel avait &é peécédemment déeidé. On se demal 

111 rétribuera les Délégués, ou da moins qui leur remboursera leurs frais 
dcntretion et de déplacement. Abro Efendi déclare quills recevront d¢ 
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Gouvernement Ia méme rétribution que leurs collegues. Cot engagement 
Ii'est pas accepté par la Commission. 

‘Abro Efendi fait savoir que les Comités sont actucllement au nombre 
de huit. Un seal est composé de cing membres ; les autres n'en comptent 
que quatre; total, trente-trois. I y a dans chaque Comité un Musalman, 
‘un Chrétien, on menuisier, et un maltre magon montagnard. 

Partis de Beyrout, ces Comités parcourent, en corps, les villages dé 

conscription qui Jeur est assignée. Leurs travaux seront terminés 
dans une vingtaine de jours. 

M. de Weckbecker pense que si les allocations actuelles ne sont 
élivrées quia titre de secours, 1a Commission ne pourrait envoyer ses 
Dékégués que lorsqu'on s'occupera des évaluations détinitives. 

M.de Rehfues maintiont son assertion relativement aux quittances 
fexiges des habitants, et que coux-ci souscrivent par ignorance do 

‘avenir et pour ne pas Otre feustrGa d'une indemaité meme insufisante 

Abro Efendi demande les noms de ceux qui out soascrit des pareilles 
pittances; mais le Commissaire Prussion ne croit pax pour le moment 
voie les faire connaltre, 

La question de adjonction des Déléguén eat encore réacevée par la 
Commission jusqu’a plox ample information 

‘Abro Efendi donoe lecture d'une lettre qu'il a regu de Fuad Pacha 
‘en répoure aux allégntions contendes dans wn rapport da Consul de 
France i Damas, dont plusicure passages ont 66 communiqués i Ia 
Commission par ML. Béclard. Il demande que la lettre do Fuad Pacha 
wit annexie au présent procts-verbal, 

Le Commissaire Francais ne sy oppoxs pax, mais il conteste lea recti~ 
cations de Fuad Pacha ; ileroit, au contraire, que toutes les informations 
de M. Outrey ont été pulséos & bonne source et ne sont pas do nature 
ee clémenties. 

M, do Rehfues fait remarquer & Ia Commission que lex porkonnos con~ 
amaden eu dernier Lew A Damas, celle que Atallah ol Hale ot autres, 
ont arrivées & Heyrout en pompeux équipage, avec tune xuite nombruse 
dane dos conditions de cocfore gut coestoa vee le miode habituel de 
transport des condamnén, 

‘Abiro Efendi répond que les personnes en queation ontdtd dloignées de 
Damas dans le but principal do calmer lex inguiétudes des Chritionn. 
Leur calpabilits n'a" pa etre établic par aucune prouve peaitive, et In 
Boule charge qui pls aur eux cat de nlavolr pas empeché Tou désordtes de 

MM. Novikow ct de Rehfues sétoonent quo la peine de la détention 
Perpétuecile oa méme & terme ait été ainsi prononede, comme mesure admi- 
istrative, contre des individas roputés innocents. 

M, de Weekbecker trouve que Ia Co a. surtout A seplaindre 

Woir regu aucune communication relativemont aux ncontex condam- 
Jusqu' ce que les dossiers aient 66 soumix A la Commission, it 

Jrait que les condamnés fuxsent retenus A Beyrout. 

Béclard anuonce qu'il xe propose d'appeler Vattention da Commis- 
saire Eixtraordinnire dela Porte, dés que ce dernier sera de retour Heyrout, 
aur los poursuites 4 exereer contre les auteurs des massacres \ Saida. 

“eux-ci jusqu'a présent sont restés impunis. Abro Rfendi expliquo cette 

jpunité par le fait que Fuad Pacha n'a pu faire A Saida qu'un xéjour de 

cvorte durée; mais il est convaineu qu’ Saida comme ailleurs tes 
‘soupables recevront le chitiment qu’ils ont mérité, 

Le Commissaire Prossien crvit devoir prixenter do nouvelles obser 
vations sur Ia réponse faite par Fuad Pacha an memorandum de la 
Commission eo ce qui concerne la participation qu'elle peut prendre 
Fenquéte. La distinction établic entre lenqudte géucrs? # etVanquéte judi 
claire ne saurait étre admise par la Commission qu’d la condition de 
Maintenie rigoureusement pour celle-ci le droit qui lui apparticat de recher~ 
her, aux termes des instructions Wentiques, la part de responsailié don 
chef de Vinsarrection et des agents de Vadiinistration, Or, ¢e droit elle 
ne peut Texercer sans intervenir dans le procés. oe 

Abro Efendi fait observer que la Commission recevra communication 
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des dossiers, et quiapris les avoir examinés elle poarra formuler son 
opinion, 

rile Commissaire Russe n'admet pas qu'un jugement puise etre 
rondu ni exécaté sans que la Commission en ait et connaissance. 

‘Abiro Efendi réserve sar ce point opinion de Fuad Pacha, qui doit 
arriver Ie jour méme A Beyrout. I dit que lorsque tous les procés 
seron¢ sullisamment instruits on rendra des jogements en masse, mais il 
tho croit pas que les Commissaires aient le droit s'ériger en juges. 

M. de Rehfues déclare protester contre toos les jngements qui 
seraient rendus ou exécutéa avant que toos ler dossiers aleod 6 préalabler 
tent communiqués & x Commistion 

Pour couvrir sa responsabilité il demande que sa protestation. soit 
inxérée av procisverbal 

M. de Weekbecker rappelle dex préeédentes observations comme 
venant A Vapput de In protestation de M, de Rebfues, Uinstraction préli- 
tminaire, a-til toujours dit, appartient aux tribunaux ; maix la Commission 
doit étre présente et peut intervenir loraque Paceusé eomparait clevant se 
juges. ‘Telle est, d son point dle vue, Ia mesure dans laquelle ta Commitee 
sion u le droit de eoneourie & Fenquéte, 

Un Jong débat w'engago A co propos entre lex Commissaires d'une party 
qui reuleat’ que lear intervention soit réelle et efficace, et le Déligud 
‘Ottoman d'autre part, qui suutient que cette intervention tend A priver les 
juges de leur indépendtanee. 

La forme dans laquelle Yes accoxds sont interrogés est soumine enxnite 
A diverses critiques ainsi que le peu de garantien dont Ia défenne est 
entourée, Abr Efendi dixeute cox critiques et fait observer qu'on ne 
pout exiger un tribunal ‘Ture Vobservation de toutes les formes vsitées 
on Europe. 

“Tous lex membron de Ja Comminnion appaient succemivement la pro- 
testation do M. de Rehtues, 

M. Béclard y ajoute cepeudant cette réverve que, dans xa pensée la 
dite proteatation ne doit pas avoir pour effet tempérer en quol que ce soit 
1a sévérité da cribunal, 

M. de Rehfues déclare dtre d’accord sur ce point avec To Commixsaire 


Prisident eroit pouvoir formuler ainsi Vopinion de tous soe 


STA Commission prétend exercer uno action collective quant & 1a 
recherehe des causen ot de Vorigine dex événements, ainsi que Ia culpae 
bilité dos chefa de Vinsurrection et des agents de Nautorité,” 

‘Le Connmissaire Prangals fait un souvel appel A la sévérité dans I 
pat it on doit f 

‘at davis qu'on doit frapper do grands coups et éviter de ne perire 
dans les détails « : la storia ig b eh ay 

ea nance evt levee A quatre heures ua quart 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


Annexe. 
‘Wiad Posha'to Abro Efendi. 


Monsieur, Danas, fe 13 Octobre, 1860. 

AYANTT vo dans une de vos lettres, par lexquelles yous m'avex rend 
compte dex séunces de la Comission, que SK. Béclard, Comiasaire 
Sa Majesté I'Emperour des Francais, avait donné lecture d'une lettre de 
M. Outrey, Consul de Fraties & Dainas, A son Excellence M. Phouvene!, sue 
Ta situation de la ville, jai da demander A M. Outrey certaines 
explications sur des faite Qu'il avait avaneés et qui me parurent d'une tres 
grande importance, ¢til sest empressé de faire des rectifications sur ct 
due j Ta a dit dares te rEsamé que vous mare fait i 

) Comme appréciations générales, il avait parlé de certaines 
motions ct de frayeur qui s*étaient produites dernigrement dansla ville; 
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il n'a pas ea intention de dire que Ia ville courait un danger et qu'on 
4iait A la veille d’an second massacre. 

2, En parlant des notables da pays qui sont déteaus, il avait dit 

eat qu'ils_paraissaient avoir des relatioos dans Ia vile et qu'il a 

eee vont ‘avancer qu’ils étaient en correspondance avec les bandes des 

macs aries dana le but de les atirer sur Damas ct faire massacre les 
tiens. 

3. En parlant de Karimi Efendi il avait voulu signaler la conduite 

employé, qui compromettait le ‘Tribunal Extraardinaire; mais il 
Wavait pas youlu former une accusation contre ce Tribunal comme 
Concessionaaire 

Pour Je premier point, comme il sagit d’ane appréciation générale, 

Je wai qua exprimer aussi mex impressions et ce que j'ai vu A mon 
Arrivée ici, On avait répandu le bruit an prétemlu rassemblemont des 
dans le bat de marcher sur Damas, Ce bruit, et quelques signes 

eroix qu'on avait faits aur lex portes dea maisons eccupées par les 
itiens, ont contribut 4 amener une certaine inguiétade dans la ville 

Parmni les Chritions, 1c notables Chrétiens o’hésitent pas & soupconner 
Aussi los lours d'étee les auteurs de cette alarme donnée a leurs co- 

naires. 

"Lex autorités militaires se trouvaient entre deux alternatives : ou de ne 
Fien faire pour ne pass aceréditer ce bruit et d'étre alors taxées «inaction 
€t dinsouciance, on de mootrer plas diactivité ot vigilance pour faire 
Aisparaitre cette frayeur et etre citées comme ayant elle-mémes avoud 
Vexistonce d'un tel danger, Elle a préférs la pret altes 
Sxprime pour sa conduite une tréx haute satisf mais on Tappalte 
Somme un témoignage sur la cause de cette alarme: on ne peut pas nicr 
Vexistonce do cetin frayeur, maix il n'y avait aucun danger poor la ville, 

Population Musalmane vit toujours sous Vimprossion de lat erreur, et 

Paix méme dire, sans lui faire grice, quielle reasent aujourd'hui kes 
Femords de co quelle a fait, 

__. Pour le vecond point, aprix lex explications données par M. Outrey 
J'ai une seule chore A dire? c'est que favaix confid 1a garde de ces détenux 
4 la mome autorité militaire pour laquelle on montre une si haute opinion, 

ai prin des informations, ct Je suis nirque saul, peut-étre, quelquer potitos 

Tautes commisen par les soldat qui lex gardaient, cox gens, qui sont 
Aujourd'hut plus sévérement gardés, sfavaient aucune relation ni avec ta 
Ville ni avec le dehors E 

Quant au troisiéme point la conduite de Karimi Bfendi avait failli 
Eoinprometire Hon seulement Jo Tribuoal Extraordinaire, main avsi celui 
il we disait. lo représentant. naissex. Karimi, qui est le 
du vioux Pidron Karimi, secrétaire de I'Emir Besbir; ilétait dans le burenu 
traducteura et quelques mois avant les événements de la Syrie il avait 
enw un congé pour aller vivre quelque toms & Saida, sa ville natale 
mon arrivée & Reyrout je Vai pris auprox de moi comme Seenstaire 

Haterprive pour Arabe, 

‘Damas je Vavais mis dans la Commission chargée de distribuer dex 
Seours aux Chrétiens ; mais, voyant que sa conduite blexsait lox Chrétions 
Qu dtaient en, rapporis axce Ini je Tavals fit remplacer par Franco 

fendi, Laisst A Damas sur sa demande pour cause de maladie, i west 

comme mon Délégué auprés des autorités et meme aupris dex 
misuls, Sa conduite mayant été signalée par les autorités, ot je In 

Sroyais bien loin de Vétat od je ai trouvée, je Ini avaix donné Mondeo 

Tetourner & Beyrout, et je suis arrivée ici avant son départ. 

Dénonege comme concussionnaire je l'ai fait arréter immédiatement, 
fai trouvé chez lui Nargent et Jes quelques objets qui pésent A xa charge. 
Corsiye ise montrait aux yeux dit public plus que le Président da Tribubal 

Extraordinaire c'est cette conduite incompréhensible qui avait full compro- 
Metre ce Tribunal, dont tous les membres sont des hommes d'une honncteté 
‘tune probité bien connues. ‘ 

_ Jo suis entré dans tous ces détails pour faire disparaitre des xoupgons: 
‘i pouvaient planer sur les hommes auxquels j'avais donné ma confiance; 
ext pour cette raison que je m’estime tres heureux davoir fait cette 

Hoaverte, qui me donne Toseasion de montrer que Ia justice que je snie 

1 




















296, 


exercer peut attcindre Jes hommes qui se trouyent attuchés moaie 

Une de vos lettres me parle des Cheétiens du Hauran, sur la situati 
desquels Ia Commission a bien youlu. appeler. mon attention, J'ai 
aussi une pitition de leur part et une dékégation est venue me voit 
aujourd'but, 

Tmpossible de donner une garantie & Ismail-el-Atrash, qui west 
conduit duae maniére atroco lars des évinemonta de Hasbeya ct de 
Rasheya. J'ai di chorcher un autro moyen pour assurer Vétat des 
Chritiens dans le cas of 908 colonnes attaqueraient lex Chefs Druses des 
Houray, auxquels ceax dy Liban se soot joints aujourd'hui. La famille de 
Amer pour Inquelle lew Chrétiens ont Jonné de tres boos témoignage 
pouvaNt nous servir dans co but, j'ai pris des dispositions pour 
employer afin de eréer un refuge ches eux pour les Chritions da Hanraay 
qui sant tri peu nombrenx d'apréx mes informations. 

Halim Pacha est piurti aujoursl’hui pour Sasa, pour former tex colonnes 
dp poursnite a organiver, J'ai pu rassembler dans ce but une masse: 
Cavallerie beréggulidry d'environ 3,000 hommes, 

Co i, t en lo Iniaaant ici jfexpdre partic Ie 
soir mone pour étre Vendredi ou Samedi A Beyrout. 

Agréce, &e. 
(Signe) | FUAD. 


Inclosure 7 in No, 240, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Begrout, Navenbes 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your Excellency's despatch of the 
October, Faved not say how grateful (am for the todulgent terti® 
iw which you have beon pleased to convoy to me your approval of ay 
conduct. "To be made aware that I have done nathing to forfeit 
‘your Excelloncy’s confidence, is the greatest encouragement I could desire 
in tho accomplixtinent of the difficult and ungrateful taxk with whieh 
charged; and 1 only trust that 1 may continge act ia such a way a 
not to forfeit your good opinion, 1 shall ae the most scrupulous care £0 
conform my conduct in every particular to your Excelleney's instructionat 
and J embrace this duty with the greater alactity panaible not 
to feel the foree of the observations they embody. 

would doxire more expecially to oxpress my thanks to your Excellency 
for the considerate manner in which you have warned me against allow 
local considerations to axsueme proportions calculated to dwarf those 
more general Importance. Against this danger Tas aware it is nec 
to keop up a constant struggle. In regard, however, to the particultt 
wubject to which your Excellency refers, 1 am. in hopes that a want of 
petapicuity in my expressions has caused you to infer that [ eatertain a 
opinion relative ta the military occupation of this country different frou 
that 1 was anxious to enavey. 

Thave no hesitation in aaying that the introduction of any foreig# 
troops into Syris must he a circumstance fraught with many inconve 
riences. Ax to-the piresepee of a French arniy, it will soon become af 
unmitigated evil only to be considered xupportabile on the’ rounds of 
major necessity. Whon, therefore, I ventured to auggest tu your Excallenes 
that perhaps it might be necessary even to leave in this countey for #019 
time longer than the perio waned in, the Convention, a Bupropean force 
1 never contemplated anything but an inconsiderable body of 2,000 oF 
33000 men, composed of evntingents from various States of Europe.  Erem 
‘an expression in your Exeelleney's despatch, Tam in hopes that such at 
arrangement as this would not be at variance with what you are yours# 
dixposed to consider as admirable, Cook such a force be conveyed 
Syria, Uam of opinion that the Freach army might be dismissed in 

onths without danger to the tranquillity of the province. 
thetess [am still strongly of opinion that it would be advisable, before 
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the present scale of the military occupation is diminisbed, that a joint 
expedition of English, French, and Turkish troops should be condiacted 

Wo the Hauran. It even might be’ as well, though of this Tam less 
certain, that they should show themselves at Damas 

Tam well aware that, in advocating these arrangements, T may still 
be unconsciously keeping wo fixed a regard on thix province. At the same 
time, 1 would ask your Excellency to remember that a person expressly 
charged, as I have been, with the duty of devising a guarantee for the 
future, is perhaps nervously alive to tho risk the Christian inhabitants of 
Syria would run, were they at once denuded of that security at present 
assured to them by the prescoce of Fuad Pasha, by a French army, and 
hy the vigilance of Christendom, 

"Though few people in this country would share my opinion, am 
Inclined to consider that even when these safeguards are withdrawn thoy 
will be safe ; but so great in their natural timidity, xo complotaly: hax their 
confidence tieen overthrown, So powerful are the influences at work to 
onintain the state of panic, that it will be impossible to reasnure them 
Without le ountry some material proof that they are still the 
object of European solicituds, Such a force as { have deseribed would 
produce this effect, while at the same time it might prove not an undosir- 
able support to Turkish authority. 

it; homover, other consklerations render this arrangement impossible, 
if after wo have patched up the Lobanov matters are to be allowed to 
return to their former state, and the province in to be handed back to the 
sual run of “Turkish Governors, if on the fit emergency i another part 
of the Empire the Turkish teoops are to be again withdrawn, and the 
Christians are to be left face to face with their exaxperated fallow-citizons, 
then it ix clear there remains but one kind of procaution to be taken,— 
Fund Pasha must be invited to multiply bia executions sevenfold, Such 
extremity of terror must be steuek into the minds of the Mosleans ax shall 
under this epoch a never to. be forgotten era in. their bistory, and 

smascus must be visited with a severity unpractised since the micklle 


‘At the same time 1 feel my, mingivings may be exaggerate, and i 
in} 


great satisfaction to me to think that Lean call upon your Exeellency’s 
cooler judgment to modify impressions which a xcuxe of my responnibility 
‘may have imbued with too vivid a colouring : for it must always be remem 
bred that if in three, five, ton years hence the horrors of this summer are 
peated it i upon ws thatthe repronches of Earope will fall. A member 
the Commission, therefore, may be excused if he discovers an anxiety to 
fonder tho future tranquillity. of the country, a matter not morely of 
Probability, but of certainty ; oven at the expense of disadvantages which 
any oue, taking a mare extenaive survey of the question, would be disposed 
to consider of greater importance. 
Above all things I would wish your Excellency to understand that, 
‘4p to this moment I have maintained the atrictent rosrveas to the opinions 
whieh have gradually been maturing ia . Hitherto my sole 
ocenpation hax been to acquaint myself with the circumstances of the 
country, to acquire an insight into the views aud intentions of my 
colleagues, and to urge npoo Foad Pasha such measures ax wecued most 
Ukely to mitigate the pressing distressen of the people, I am, therefore, 
in a position fo carry out any line of policy which my accounts of the atate 
of the eountry roay have led your Exeelleney to consider advisable; and 1 
eed not aay how relieved { have been to receive the ample and. clear 
‘exposition of your views with which you have favoured me. 
__ Tam now prepared, however, to submit to your Excellency's 60! 
tio plan for the settlement of the Provinee, which xeems to ane likely to 
‘offer a fair chance of solving some of the difficulties of the situation. 1 
should prefer. bowever, to make its exposition the aubjeet of a separate 
lespatch, 
Thave, &e. 
(Sisgned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEB 
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Inclosure 8 in No. 240. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, November 3, 1860. 

I PURPOSE in this despateh to submit to your Excellency’s considera 
tion a acheme for the settlement of thix Province, which appears to me 
0 afford fair chance of success : 

In attempting to resolve tho difficulties of the Syrian question | am 
aware that | undertake a task of great difficulty: that the situation of 
Alfairu i sufficiently complicated to battle the most subtle ingenuity, and 
that it will be impossible to reconcile all the conflicting iaterests at stake. 
UE therefore, the plan which I propose should scem liable to many fost 
objections, | would ask your Rxcollency to remember that at the best we 
have before it a choice of evila. 

y stating that after due inquiry and observation T have 
come ta the eonchision that, notwithstanding that Syria is inhabited by 
ten distinct and uneivitied races, and that these racea are again split 
into seventeen fanatical sects, the government of the country auder certain 

onditions would bo a matter of little difficulty, Submission to superior 
‘of all those people. Many of the tribes, 
, but the Druxex alone possess anything 
pprone jritof Independence, ‘The Maronites are arrogant to the 
Weak, butt as servile as the rest of their countrymen to those they fear; while 
the bulk of the peasantry ix industrious, paticnt, and submissive. ‘The only 
thing necessary, threfore, Us secure pablic tranquillity ix, that a Govern 
mont should be constitated of xuffleient strength to make itself reapected, 
TTit is destitute of this exwential quality, the elements of discord in existence 
‘enough to maintain a state of endless confuxion, Conao- 
considering any arrangement for the fature it will be t 

wa whieh have hitherto enfeebled or demoralized the 

nctgies of the local administration, 

Tt is not, however, necomary that I should weary your Excellency 
with an enumeration of all these xymptoms of infirmity (inseparable frou 
Mahometan institutions) whieh are epaly common to every portion of 

Empire. 1 will content myself with calling your atten acch as 
ay be considered peculiarly incident to the government of this Province, 

In the first place, then, 1 would remark that, for years past, Syria hax 
beep looked upon by the Porte as an outlying Pasbalic, from which, in 
audition to the revenues to be obtained through the legitimate process of 
Taxation, a considerable profit might be extracted by farming the post of 
Governor to auch persona ax could be induced to bid the highest price for 
it. In order to ceimburse himself for his outlay, each newly-appointed 

‘was counpelled to inaugurate his arrival in the country by visiting’ 
iabitants with the most intolerable exaction. 

‘The process of xqueozing he himself had undergone at Constantinople 
veas applied to the province fx noon aa he reached Damascus. As it was 
for the odvantage of the carrapt officials at the seat of government that 
those operations should be repeated as frequently as possible, the instru 
ment of their rapacity stood in constant dread of receiving his recall. 

In order to kecure the indulgence of his protectors, it became neces- 
sary to satisfy their impatience with repeated bribes. Even so the 
duration of his term o€ office rarely exceeded two years, and it wax only bY 
the moat unscrupulous activity in the work of spoliation that he was enabled 
fo obtain n profit on the capital he had sunk in the purchase of the 
‘appointment 

Penis system naturally resulted ia the province becoming cursed with 
‘a succession of incapable Pr Consals, chosen without any regard to the} 
Gualifeations, ruthless in their oppressions, corrupt administrators of 
justice, and utterly inditferent to the interests of the people. r 

Tn ocder to xhow that even the present crisis bas not been waficient 
to startle the Porte into © change of system, | may mention that the 
person they ent to succeed the late Abmet Pasha at Damascus is £0 
Fiterly incompetent that it hsx been found necessary fo supersede iat, 





‘ani that Shukri Pasha, the now Reis or Commandant of the garrison, is 
described in a despatel of the Earl of Clarendon to Lord 8. de Redcliffe 
44.4 man accused of “ gross h drunkenness and debauchery,” and 
“a total neglect of his duties.” 
_ Another cause of weakness to which the Government of this province 
fe peculiarly subject arises from its strategical isolation. In consequence 
‘Af the poverty of the Empire, it ix impossible to furnish its various 
halies with an adequate supply of troops. Consequently, whenever an 
wergency arises in one part of the Sultan's dominions, otlier portions are 
etiuded of their garrisons in order to.mettit,, The crisis passed, the 
fontingents return to their former stations, Tut Syria being so 1 
ins unsupplied for a longer period in a 
It was during one of these intervals in the military oc 
( the late disturbance occur 
non the part of even 
, id to the fact that a 
ale aro totally igdorant of tho language, habits, and 
Mode of thought of those they are sent to rule. ‘Their position in Syria 
4p fact, analogous to our own in India. Each fresh Pasha is 0 lec 
a hatch of depeadents equally ew to the country. He and they aro 
igged to put themselves in the hands of intriguing nativen. 


try does 

Wot last long enough to emancipate him from the trammels in whieh his 

Ignorance contines him, and even if undisgraced by malversation hia 
tration is disfigured by blundors and mismanagement, 

Were it necessary to pursue this train of reaxoning, T might point to 

ther circumstances which. may be considered to place this province in a 


lerent eategory from the remaining constituent portions of the Empire ; 
but 1 think T have said enough to lead your Exeelleney to divine in what 
remedy for its present misgovernment may be found 


In the frst place the charge of ruliog. the Syrian population ought to 
confided to a man whose position should be rendered iadependent of 
the danefol influences dominant at Constantinople. He should bo reliovod 
from the obligation of paying black-mail to those in power at home, He 
Abould fect hitaself sufficiently secure in his Goveroment to be ablo to defy 
tho intrigues of his colleagues at the capital, and the exacting tutelage of 
ls in his Pashaiie. tis appointments, secured un the 
fe province, should be on a scale nufficiently liberal to 
ptations to which x needy official ix exposed. His enjoy> 
Ment of power should be secured to him for a term of yeurs, long enough 
Toenable him to acquaint himself with the requirements of the country, 
‘ail to inspire him with an interest in the welfare of the people. Above 
All thiogs the selection of the individual should be made by the Porte in 
fonjuinction with the Great Powers, in order to secure the appointment of 
4 person of talent and integrity 
. Atthe vame w that the fature Administrator of the province ix 
favested with this character of partial indepondence, the organization of 
ts garrison ought to be placed on a footing somewhat different from th 
the rest of the Imperial army, Although a very eficient local police 
ht be ereated out of the native element, the submission of the province 
fouxt always depend on the presence of Turkish Regulars, It would 
therefore, necossary {0 secure the constant presence of a certain 
Dumber of these troops; but as the resources of the country if properly 
veloped would be amply sufficient to maintain etter equipped regiments 
thin any in the army of the Soltan, precautions «aust be taken agaist 
their belng borrowed by the Porte 
Finally, in order to give to the man whom Europe will hold responsible 
for the good government of the province liberty to carry out. aa improved 
Policy in every Department of his Administration, a sar independence 
Migiit be extended to the fiscal regulatioas of the Pashalic. ‘The amount 
Tibute to be paid to the Porte once being ascertained, all othor 
Arrangements affecting the financial prosperity of the country should be 
Actermined by local considerations. i 
46 
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Such are the inexhaustible riches of its soil, the magniGcent extent 
of its three great plains of CasleSyria, the Hanran, and Esdraeton, the 
facilities it possesses for the manufacture of silk, and, probably, for the: 
growth of cotton, that it is to be expected, if only life and property were 
Secure, the resources of the country would become second only to those: 
Egypt 

But this scheme, however plausible, must fall to the ground unlest 
we be able to discover a man of sulficient intelligence, enerzy. 
experience ve ax key-stone to the arch, and to command Ue 
ullrages of the European Powers 

In looking for such a person one’s attention is naturally directed 
towards his Excelleney Fuad Pasha, ‘Though, undoabtedly, his conduct 
since arriving in the country may present many grave occasions {OF 

‘on tho whole, if'we take into account the difficulties of ile 
alle e of the emergency he had fo meet, ak 
the utter absence of trustworthy assistants, (t Is Impossible to deny that 
he bas exhibited an amount of skill and prudence that might well qualify 
him for the post in question. 

Nevertholess {am bound to add, that it ix rather by a just appreciae 
tion of what it was necessary to do than by any great administrative 

hin Exeelleney's conduct hax been distinguished ; I might evel 

to any, did not the deficiency of his rexources. plead in is 

that he ie not conspicuous for any great powers of organization, 

fod that. a person less talented, but with equal judgment and more 

pertinacity, would bo better auited to the emergency. On the whole, how 

fGvor, perhaps, it would be diffiealt to find among ‘Turkish Statesmen & 
man more fitted for the post, 

Ttmay be with justice objected to the above proposal, that to ereet 
tho Province of Syria into a single Pashalie, and to invest’ the Governor 

neral with stich extraordinary privileges, might be considered 10 
inaugurate the dismemberment of the Ottoman Ripe, 1 ix certainly 
miponsible to deny that the plan involves the placing of the civil a 
military organization of the Provinee on a sensi-independent footing. but IE 
scons to me possible the transition from one condition to the other might 
bo effected in a manner sufficiently imperceptible to escape tho evil conse 
quencos attendant on any violent change of syxtem, 

‘Although it might be necossary to wurround. the position of the nev! 
Pasha with such circumstances of xplendour as are wont to beguile 
imagination of mankind, he would still remain the sorvant of the Sultams 
and the Governor, not the Viceroy, of the Province. It might even be 
‘tipulated that, at the expiration of a certain term, Hix Imperial Majeatl 
ishould roaumno the direct adminintration of the country 

Should the scheme, however, be thus far considered unobjectionables 
we are still distant from « solution of the difficulty, It ix truo we ma 

tructed our machinery ;_we may have even found a man capat 

ntending it: but whence is the mative power to be derived that i 
to not it all in action? Whore shall we discover the capital it will be 
‘necessary to wink in constituting an Adminiatration, ia equipping. an arm, 
in repairing the devastations which have paralyred the encegics of tl 
popilation’ "A stm of three millions wterhing would arly be 
to caver these expenses, and as Uhave had the honour of 7 
Excolloncy-in & provious despatch, Fund Pasha has scarcely five shilling® 
sat his disposal, 

Tf once security were established, and the resources of the count®Y 
wore developed, the surplus of tho revenue would wulfice to pay olf & 
debt to the above amount in a very fow years: but to create that securit¥y 
fand to develop these resonrees, we require what cannot Le obtained wales 
they shall already have been called into existence: We are moving it ® 
vicious circle, T do not know whether, under these cireumstoncess 
might be considered advisable by the Governments of Europe to cat the 
Gordian knot with a golden sword, but at present such an expedient 
sceins the only one capable of saving the country from complete iso 
ganization. 

"Turning, however, from the consideration of this part of she question 
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Lill now proceed to examine the constitution of the Lebanon, and the mode 
jin which it could be worked up into the general plan. _ If we had before 
tus a tabula rasa, | should be inclined to say that the simplest and most 
practical arrangement would be to assimilate the Mountam to the rest of 
the Pashalic, and entrust its administration to the Governor of tho 

‘Phere can be little doubt but that the late massacres, and all the 
wars, quarrels, and distarbances which have agitated the Lebanon for the 
lant fiftcen years, may be attributed to the dissatisfaction of the Turkish 
Government with the partial autonomy it enjoyed has beon 
to prove the scheme adopted by the Great Powe 
With this object in view, they stimulated, 1s occasion served, the chron 
animosity existing between Marunites and Druses. 

in proportion as foreign influences exalted the arrogance and fana- 
ticism of the Christians, their independence became more insuff 
the Turks, and a determination was arrived at to inflict on them, through 

astramentality of the Druses, a severor moanure of chastisement than 
they had yet received, What occurred at Hasbeya, Rasheya, and Deir 
¢l-Ramar was an exaggeration of the plan. Khoorshid Pasha and 
accomplices were incapable of carrying 40 subtle « policy into execu- 
tion: the play was over-acted, and ai *exclandre” took p 

‘As long, therefore, ax the principle of Tarkish rule in Syria continaen 
to be accepted, their exclusion froot the Mountain hx incompatible with 
ite tranquillity. By making it the interest of the Government t compel 
peace instea! of (o excite war, we shall obtain the bes ity for the 
Maintenance of harmony between the hostile trib 

Tam well aware that the effect of such an areangement would be to 
‘crown that policy with auccess which for the Inst fifteen years hax been 
porsued by the Turks with such ruthless and wieked perseverance. But 
Under the cireumstances wo must be content to wacrilico a mere xentiment 
of poctical justice to whatever promises a chance of practical improves 

Moreover, it must be remembered that 1 would not venture to 
advocate mich a change, unlext in combioation with the erection of a 
Strong. and independent Government in Syria, whose motions can be 
‘watched, and whose interest it will be Lo concifiate, by its irrepronchable 
Conduct, the goodwill of the European Powers, ‘The Sultan fools hiraxelf 
A necessity to Europe, and at liberty to set all criticism at defiance but 
‘a Governor of Syria, designated by Karope, would understand that his 
tenure af office dependedon his good conduct. Such a sentiment. is 
evidently never absent from the mind of the Pasha of Egypt, and the 
nervous alacrity: with which he provided against the spread of Syrian 
fanaticism to Cairo was very remarkable 

‘Novertheleas, desirable'ax it might be to continue the complete nity 
of Syria. there is-ono important circumstance which may render the 
Accomplishment of xuch a project impowible. T doubt whether France 
would consent that the Kesrouan and the pure Maronite districts mhould 
be despoiled of their privileges, In fact, her desire is the vory contrary 
ff thins. She wishes toextend the Christian Kalmakamship over the whole 
Mountain, But to this arrangement | am of opinion neither Turkey nor 

ngland ought on any account to consent. If, therefore, het aversion to 

the plan of complete assimilation be found Onconquerable, some compe 
mise must be attempted. 

Late events have demonstrated that the Chrintians must be 90 Jonj 
subjected to Druse supremacy, But the admixsion of this principle 
implies the assertion of its converse. If Drusex cannot he suffered to 
govern Christians, certainly Christians gust not govern Druses. Tho 
lixed districts therefore, that ix to say, the whole of the Lebanon south 
‘of the road leading fram Beyrout to Damascus, must be handed over to the 
jurisdiction of some third party, and that party ean only be the Turk, 
it would seem, then, that the best practical arrangement for the Lebanon 
swoald be to allow the Northern division, which is solely inhabited by 
Christians, to retain its Kaimakam, and to suffer the remainder of the 
Mountain to be governed by the same method as the reat of the province. 
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In order, however, to mitigate ax much as possible the inconvenience 
of an imperium in imporio, 1 wold recommend that the Kaimakam should 
be nominated by the Governor-General: the Christian Mokatas or heritable 
fiefs should be abolished ; and that the feudal Sheikhs should be converted 
into officers appointed during good behaviour, ‘To these details, howerer, 
Tahould not wish to pledge myself 

Iti very much to be feared! that, no matter what is done, the Moan- 

bo alwayn subject to foreign and domestic intrigues. Every 
advantage will bo taken of the sh \g8 of the new Goveroment £0 
‘excite the xympathies of Earope F of an extension, to all the 
Christians of the Lebanon, of the privileges enjoyed by the Kesronas. It 
ix anduubtedly much to be that any Christian community should 
he subject to Mahometan rule, but it is a principle accepted by Europe, 
‘in this. respect the Southern Lebanese will be un worse off than their 
religioniats of Damaxcun, of Mount Hermon, and of the rest of the 
mpite. 

if, therefore, the composition of the Mountain should be effected na L 
propose, it ie to be hoped that the consenting Powers who exercise influence 
over ts inbabitants will forbid their agents to countenance the intel 

{unscrupulous priesthood to disturb an arrangement 
evila, ix probably the beat that can be devined. 

Before concluding, it is necessary to dixcuss one important consider 
ion, What assurance are we likely to possess that the semi-independe 
Prince we shall have constituted does not 

ropean Power? Against sich a danger, perhaps, it will be 

Already in Rgypt wo-neo influences at work which have aroused 

in many obwer ving T cannot but think, however, that 

6 Importance ix attaches! to these insidious practices than a just appre- 
jation al their character requires 

It is well undertwood by all th nor Potentates that England ia 
quite content with the slatas therefore, they en 
support and countenance. "T Powers thy 
menacing their wal 

With the servility ontals, they endeaw 
those they: foar by the b viency, while. they oecs 
(o their well-wishers x fippant dincourtexy. ‘This conduct naturally 
offeads the susceptibility of the Consular Agents of the friendly Power, 
who on a hundred minor occasions fail in procuring that attention to 

J aulvice which they ave lavished on their colleagues, 

ated tbat the influence of a rival Govern- 
all-powerful, and the final process of anaexat 

a little reflection would incline one to consider thnt the hold th 
tupon the country is loas intimate than might be imagined. —Consequentl 
Lam dispored to hope that, though we may expect great xubserviency on 
the part of the Government of Syria to thove States whone influence over 
the Mountain will excite ite fears, vet, so great must be the jealousy it 
would entertain of any Power whose manifest intention i¢ would be, 
did oeension offer, to convert the Lebanon into a fortress, garrisoned. by 
dependents of its own, that it must naturally lean for support on which 
ever of the European Governments it is convinced ix least inclined to 
entertain nefariogr designs on so important a portion of its domi 

Thave thas, to the best of my ability, submitted to your Excellency a 
doycription of the arrangements { would venture to recommend should be 
adopted in reference to this eountry, together with some of the considera 
tions which may be urged on their behalf. I only trust that 1 shall not 
be thought preaumptious in having done so. 1 am aware that my 
proposal may appear but a crude and. undigested plan; but your own 
equaintanee with the subject will enable your Excellency to supply most 
of the deliciencies, If T shoul be thought to have exceeded my functions 
In suggesting the adoption of such a principle as is implied in the arrange 
monty I propose, T would again venture to remind you that I have entered 
upon this question thus prematurely in order, ax | have said before, (0 
have the advantage of knowing your Excelleney's opinion before the subject 
is discussed by the Commission. We are still occopied with the first 
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Portion of our task, and some time is likely to clapse before we take into 
er consideration the reorganization of the Lebanon. 
Thave, &e. é 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 210. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 3, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Excellency's information, 
‘txpy of the Protocol of tho wixth sitting of the Syrian Commission, hel on 
‘the 20th altimo. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYR, 


Inclosure 10 in No, 240, 


Protocol of the Sisth Meeting of the Syrian Commiasion, held at Beyrot, 
‘October 26, 1860, 


E Vendredi, vingt-six Octobre, mil huit cont soixante, tour lox 
Gommissaires se troovant réunies A Reyrout, cliex le Commissaire Ext 
Minairo de In Sublimo Porto, Ix wéance ext ouverte A deux heures et demic, 
A0uH ia présicdence de non id Pacha. 
Apri Ia lecture et adoption duu proctssverbal de ta 
rividen satisfaction 4 
x travaux de Ia Commission 
ble et pénible, qui 
nent, iI expire «uo lew concours des 
ot 


pride. 
La pourauite et fe chitiment des coopables d'une part, en second lieu 
tes riparation ‘enfin lea mesures a prendre pour prévenir 
Teretour de pareilles calamitén, telv sont les principaax points qu'il a en 
Foe et auxquols lo Gouvernement du Sultan est plus intéressé encore que 
TBarope cile-néme. Or, rien ve pourra l'omptcher de mener A bonne fn 
Sette entreprise, on co qui concerne particuligrement Ix punition des 
bles; ni leur nombre, ni four qualité ne seront un obatacle & la 
Maliaation de Maeuvre vengeroue dont il est chargé. 
Fuad. Pacha. entre 2 dans quelques explications sur les actes 
jplix par lai tant a Damas que dans la Montagne: & Damas, 09 ta 
tice a déjd feapps des criminels de toat rang; dan In Montagne, ot 
este encore heaucoup A faire. MO par un intérét d'bumanité, ratérat 
04 A toutes tes Puinaances repréxentées dans le sein de la Commniasion 
Fe Piinipotontiaire Ottoman se Matte de o'étre waspect d'anevne arrigre: 
Rensée, et de pouvoir, par conséquent, faire appel au bon vouloir dela 
‘mission. [i comblera lex lacunox qui lui xeront signalées, mais tout 
®© sollicieant les avix dont il a besoin, il désire que ses conseils sient 
Stempts de touteaprit de censure. La censure engeosire la discorde, tandis 
{Wane dicaveillance réciproque ne peut que faciliter Ie résultat auquel 
\t les efforts communs. 
Le Commissaire d'Autriche, en réponse au discours de Fuad Pacha, 
Git observer que des deux qualités réunies dans a personne du Pléaipo- 
Wutiaire Ottoman Ia Commission ne doit se préoccuper que d'une seule, 
le qui loi vaut avantage de le compter danx son sein comme collégue 
SE comme Président. “1 reconnait pleinement Ia communauté «intéréts 
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qui existe entre tons les Commissaires, ct il eroit pouvoir promettre &) 
leur nom le conconrs qui leur est demandé. Il ne doute pas non plis que 
natice ae fast, mais i pense que la justice proprement dite ne sul al 
Europe attend autre chose du Commissaire Extraordinaire de la Sublime 
Porte. Les pleins pouvoirs dont il est armé lui permettent de déploye® 
tune extréme sévérité et de faire éclater ainsi "indignation que les mai 

do Ia Syrie ont dii eauser A son Gouvernement. Tl importe également qi 
les Tribanaux soient animés d'un pareil esprit, surtout ¥ 

Dros qui sont tous eonpables, les uns pour avoir agi, les autres pay 
avoir lainsé faire, 

Fund Pacha, répliquant & M, de Weekbecker, rappelle quien fait dé 
aévérité il peut sia citer des preuves. A Damas, en un seul joor 
eentaines de condamnations ont été prononeées. Un’ Mushir a payé dem) 
tote les grief qui lui étaient in Tl ext done tout-i-tait d'accond, 
avce le préopinant. ent parceque ( Earope 
lea réclame qu'il est teow d’ ceque 8 


‘urope, 

Le Commissaire d'Autriche, chargé par ses collégues «adres: 
quelques interpellations au Plénipotentiaire Ottoman, lai soumet d'abo 
Ka question relutive au Colonel Hosni Bek, dont la présence parmil Ie 
mombres du ‘Tribenal Extraordinaire do Beyroot cause un coca 

ianent peace aur lui, en na qual 

de la garuison de Baaibek, 
ond que cet officier west bien comporté dans Ki 
premiers provés de Dansas? Il foursit ‘co snjet, quelqvies détails enti 
Composition du jury militaire qu'il a eru devoir instituer. Le Colo0@l 
Hoxni Hek en fainait partic comme ayant été designé par Io régimeit 
Néai icane accusation formelle Wait et8 dirigée cont 
¢ jour, xa conduite sora rourise A une enquate minuticy 

wd éloigns provinoirement du tribunal. 

Lo Commisaire Francais explique lee motifs qui Nont déterming # 
appeler le premier Vattention de sex collegues sur lex beuite axe 

nt lieu lew antéeddents du Colonel Hoani Bek. La plupart dee 
olficiers de Tarmée Ottomane étaient plus ov moins comproml 
rien ne les sigoalait particulidrement & Nanimadversion publique, tani 
que lo Colonel Hosni Bok, cn raison de la position exceptionnelle quit 
‘occupait dans le Tribunal de Beyrout, avait di soulever plu 
at rendee Vopinion pls sévére se In part: de respoosabité qui I 
rattribuée dans lew dvinoments cle Baalbok. 

Le Comaensire Braaien; etaprés lui M. de Weckbecker, fournisseat 
quelques indications sur la ature de la enlpabilité quion impute 
Golonet Hownt Mek, lequel semble d'ailleurs ay f gray bent compro 

"Haan Yaxoji, Commandant des Bashi-boaouk, et que divers membre 
do tn famille Harfish, 

Fuad Pacha dit que, A Damas, comme dans lex autres localités qui 

iées, il tout fait pour provoquer lex dé tions des Chrétiens. 
ne recherche que la vérité, bien loin de vouloir soustraire qui que ce sole 
aux pourwoites de la justice. Aussi stempressera-t-il de recoeillit 36 
nouvelles informations. Quant & la famille Harfash il rappelle que © 
tune famille cle brigands 

Le Commissaire Russo, en réponse aux explications fourniex dans 98 
aéance pricélente par Abro Efendi, sur la personne de Shakir Pa 
ci-devant Chef du Medlis Militaire de Damas, expose qae la conduite de & 
fonctionoaire Idi avate été sigualée par la.Yols publique comme ay 
dooné licu A de geaven soupeons. Pendant la premidre nuit do lémeute 
trouvant avee ses offieiers dans le voisinage du quartier Chrétien, il ail 
agsisté en spectatour indifférent aux progrés de incendie et du pillagts 

M. Novikow avait également pensé qu'an Chef d'Etat-Major, spre 
par ses fooctioas memes datre tans le secret de toctcs los dispositions 
Ceraskior, devait porter une bonne part de la responsabilité de soa Che 
Ayantappris, depuls, que Shakie Pacha avait 66 jugs et acquitté pat 
rmaabata, il réseeve son appréciation definitive & Ge sujet pour le mo 
‘oi aura pu prendre connaissance des dossiors. 





squitté non par Ie tribunal de Damas, mais 

jury militaire assermenté qui s'est provoncé 

dcence des prévenus, comptait dans son sein 

jer Prossien au service de la Porte. ‘Tout s'est passé réguliére- 

Non sealement ila été reconnu que Shakir Pachs avait fut son 

ir, mais encore qu'il avait cootribué 4 savver un grand nombre de 
Chrétiens. 2, 

Le Commissaire Francais, suivant Neogagement pris par lui dans la 
stance précédente, interpelle fe Piénipotentiaire Ottoman a. propos des 
massacres de Saida. Il rappelle quun nombre considérable do C 
fugitifs ont été égorgeés aux portes de Sa 
‘un asile, Les poursnites exercées jusqu’ici 
forfaits iui semblent insuffixantes, 

Fuad Pacha répond qu'il n'a passé que ‘deux jours A Saida. Durant 
son séjour dans cette ville Hest ontourd de toutos les infarmations possbles 
M. Krante, Commandant du navire de gucrre Frangais In *Sentinelle," 

, médecin Francais, le Viee-Consul d'Expagne, et d'autres 
interrogis par lui et wont fonrni que des ronseignements 


et bon nombre denrdle- 
ons Kos accuncn 
xeront pours ; 

0 Commisnaire Francais fait observer que lex autorités Ottomancs 
civilex on militaires, dans toutes les localitis ott ne xont prodaites des sebnos 
dle meurtre on de pillage, doivent dtre tonues pour reaponsables do co qui 
seat pansé nous leurs yeux, Cent aux dl fe Ja force publique 
qu'on doit sen prendre, soit pour pour navoin” pas 
Tépriané les désordres, 

‘Cotto remarque x'appligque A Saida, comme aux autres points do ta 
Syrie ob lo xang Chrétien a &é vorwé, 
Fuad Pacha py 


i défendeo 
occupation 
dont il ext chargé pou 
prétendee on retirer t comme justicier qu'ila gt envoy 
on Srie,ot il xaura rooplit sa tacho jusqu'au bout 

M. Béclard eroit étre Hinterpréte fidéle de In Commission tout entidre 

Tui tarde do sortie de Ia phase si pénible de la ripression, 
Ne plus & woccuper que des travaux rolatify aux indemnités th 
la réorganisation du Liban, 

Lord Dufferin déclare qu'il trouve iasuffisante la concession aux termes 
de laquelle lex Commissalres pouvent assister, ou ne faire représenter par 
dea délégués, aux. audionces du Tribunal Extraocdinaire de Beyrout, | I 
réclame pour les déguda le droit de concourir Ala recherche de la vérité, 
fon suggérant au tribunal les questions qu'il leur paraissait néccxsaire 
dadressor, soit aux prévenus, soit aux témoins, 

Ace propos et sur la demapde de M. dle Rehfues, Lord Dufferin explique 
un incident qui s'est produit dans le cours de Pune des dernidres audionces 
Le delégué Beitannique cra devoirinterpeler le gree sor 1a question 
de savoir «il avait iuscrit la déclaration «tun témoin A décharge. On s'est 

insi que cette déclaration n'avait pas été insorite. 
omuminasire 'Auttiche appuie 1s mation de Lord Duteria, aie 
adifiant; if pense que los délégués doivent assister aux audiences 
pectatours, et quo les Commixsaires seus, aut le rapport 
‘sont recevables a présenter des observations dans Ie nein 
de la Commision. 

Lord Dufferin maintient son opinion, attenda, dit-it, que fea «éléaruds, 

1. pas A pas la marche da procés sont & méme de suggerer des avis 
t-scra d’autant meilleur qu'il sera instantané. i 

MM. Béolard et Novikow partagent la manidre de voir clu Commis. 

it que les délégués, par lear intervention 
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persunnelle, n’exercent wine iofluence quelconque sur le tribunal, oa ne 
préjugent Fopinion des Commissaires eux-memes. 

Baad Pi pond quo, «aprés wes instructions, le jugement est 
réservd & Pautorité locale; les délégués y participer sans 
porter atteinte aux formes prescrites. Il rappelle d'ailleurs que Vinstruc- 
tion une fois ter min eat présenté aTaceusé, qui, avant de 
Je signer, peut faire se ré Cent pour lui un moyen de contrale, 

hues dew: serait pas possible que laccusé fot 

tue nie pas que Tinstitution des défenseurs ne rendent tle 

grands services dans les pays oielle a été adoptée. Mais, ld ot elle n’existe 

Pa u0e paralleostiction ne peut die itrodaite du jour ou lender. 

fait valoir le manque d'hommes et la différence @habitude pour pronver 
que la chose serait impraticable on Syrie 

Une longue dixcusion wengage & co penpor. Lord Dufferin pense 

ment auquel Je prévenu se trouve réduit le met dans 'impos 

Diité de préparer ses moyens de défense et de faire comparaltre les témoine 
dont la déposition lui serait utile, Fuad Pacha lui répond que le prévenu 

join av ‘Tribanal, qui ne manquera jamais de kee 
convoquer, M. Biclard fait observer que ai Taccuad est privé de défenseur, 
il n'a pax non plus vimd-vix de Tui Faccusateur public: Vune dex deux 
Jncunes est corrigée por Tautre. Fuad Pacha signale les abus qui ue 
manqueraient pas de se produire si le prévenu était autorisé & cholsir un 
défensour, Ce dernier pour se procurer des témolgaages favorables erait 
trop disposé a recourir anx moyens les moins avouables. 

M. Novikow rovient sur la question de Menquéte judiciaire. La 
Commission, di at remplir le mandat qui lui eat tracé par sex 
instructions ileotiques quien éant admiso & faire valoir auprés des Juges 
son opinion tant sur la marche que sur le rdnultat de toute onquéte partielle : 
do non e6té Ia Porte dana les instructions dont ele a muni son Plinipo- 
uentiaiee assivoil ‘ees mixte pendant devant lev tribuoaux 
Ottomans, Westie par la d'un droit d'interven- 
tion exactement pareil A celal quexercent en ‘Turquie les Missions et lex 
Conwulats, dans tout procés mixte jngé par les tibunaux di pays, 
Partant de ce point do vue lo Commitairo Russe croit pouvoir rixumer 
ainsi le vu de la Comminsion : *Admine déji ad auivre la marche du procts, 
lle demande également quiaprés que les interrogatoires. aurout éte 
termings, avcun arrét définitif no woit prononeé sans qu'elle ait eu la 
faculté de formuler préalablement son avix aur Venwomble de Venquite, et 
lo suggdrer, wily a licu, A son Excellence Fuad Pacha tex éléments d’an 
iuterrogatnie sapplémentare qu'elle jugeait née éclairee sn 
eonacienee."" Cotte motion ext appuyée par tons les Ci Sires 

Fuad Pacha explique que lea tribunaux extraordinaires institueés par 
lui ne rencent pas de jugements proprement dits, maix se bornent i lui 
adresor dea rapports dont lex coneluxiour seraient sans effet si elles 

nt confirmdey par lui. Laps les lois Ottomanes, aucune sentence 
he pent dire exéeutéo gi elle nest revetue de la ganction 
aouveraine. Cext done on vertu de ses pleins pouvoirs qu'il convertit en 
xentenees définitives lex conclusions sex rapports qui lui xont soumis, Tt 
ne Fe rolvKe pas A communiquer dordnavant lex nuxdits rapports A tn 
Commixsion, qui pourra lai dire ee qu'elle en pense. 
Cotte proponition est acceptée & Pauanimit 
Fuad Pacha tlemande a présenter quelques observations sur le paxsage 
u dernier proces-verhal dans lequol il est question de Varrivée A Reyroot 
dex notables récomment condamnéx. Le cortige qui lex accompagoait 
n'était autre chose quiune ganledesdreté Quant aux litiGres qui servaient 
A transporter deux des condanyneés, elles eur avaient été aceordées pour 
‘eauno do vicillesse et de malacic. 

Lo Piénipotentivire Ottoman entre ensuite dana de longs détails sur 
Jes citconstances qui ont précé¥é ta condamnation du Sheikh Abdallab— 
el-Halebi, e€ des antres membres du Grand Co Thénumere les charges 
que Vopinion publique faisait pexer sor eux, mais sans qu'aucune preuve 
edt 416 fournie A Mappui de ees aecuxations. Ul rend compte doa recherches 

axquellex ils s'ext lived it Velfot dle tésoudre Ia question de savoir sil y 
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avait cu réellement complot ; il cite enfin les différents Articles 
Codé Francais quion pouvait appliquer aux prévenus, Leur colpabilité en 
déGnitive résultait de ce qu’ils n'avaient pas pris les mesures nécessaires 
pour emptcher les désorires. L'an d'eax a été condamné a la réclusion 
Perpétuelle dans une forteresse ; deux autres A quinae aus de prison : trois, 
Addix ans de réclasion ; les cing derniers & trois ans d'exil. “Les dossiers 
relatifs A lear procés ne sont pas clos. Si de nouvelles charges sélvent 
‘contre eux, leur peine pourra tre aggravée ; jusque It i voy A 
proximité dans [lle de Chypre. Quant A cette derniére décision Fund 
Macha consulte cependant la Commission, qui déclare n'y trouver aucun 
inconvénient : 

M. Béclard rappelle que dans le mémorandum adressé au Plénipo- 
tentiaire Ottoman des le jour de la premidre réunion des Commissaires, il 
Gait parlé du désarmerent générale de la papulation de Damas, comme 
ane mesure indispensable, — Ny ajoute le ver qu'une contribution 

ale anit imposée A la population Musulmane an profit des Chrétiens, 

Fuad Pacha répond que le désarmement s’opéro en co moment meme 
et par son ordre, It west également occupé au début de sa mission do la 
uostion relative A Timpdt qu'il s'agit de faire peser sur ta population 
Musalmane, ot co projet n'est pas abandonnd par Ini 

Taterpellé par M. de Rehfues 4 propos de Ia proclamation attribude 
4 Abdalla-el-Halebj, Foad Pacha déclare aur Vhonneur que personne ne 
Iui ena jamais parié A Damas; asi art-il 606 fort étonné dapprendre 
que dex copies de ce document avaiont été cireulé & Constantinop| 

La discussion relative dla défense dex accuxdn cat reprise sur Ia 

fe Lavd Dulferin, qui donne lecture de différentes pitees tendant & 

‘que les interrogatoires judiciaires auxquels ont pa auviater low 

dilégués de la Comonixsion n'ont pas été dirigés dane manidre équitable ; 
iMréclamo plux de garanties pour les accusts 

Fuad Pacha, en réponse a cotte demande, signale do nouveau les difti~ 
caltéa qui s'opposcnt A ce que des changements soiont introduite dai 
proséslire, ainsi que los inconvénients attachés 4 Vintervention direct 


\ des interpellations réitérées de Lord Dalferin et de M, de Rehfues, 
Fond Pacha repond que sans s‘engager A permettre aux accusts de 
fecoorir A Vaxaistance de défenseurs, Hl recherebera avee soin les moyens 
Mentourer leur défense de toutes los garantics possibles, Il y est plax 
intéreaae que personne, puiaque c'est Tai qui signe lex senterices do mort, 
‘et qui en supporto la reeponsabilité 

M. Nowlkow exprime intention dinterpeller Fuad Pacha an sujet de 
Ja réinstallation des Chrétiens dans les villagos do la Montague: mals va 
Vhoure avancée, il est conven, sur la proposition da Prixident, que cotte 
question sera traitée a fond dans ta séance suivante. : 

‘La réinstallation don Cheétiens ot toutes les questions qui s'y ratta- 
chent sont done mises & Tondro du jour, et la séance est levéo A nix heures 
et quart. 

x (Suivent les signatures.) 
Tnclosure 11 in No, 240, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir Hi Baler. 
Beyrowh, November 8, 1860. 

LHAVE the honour to inclose, for your Exrelleucy’s information, copy 
of the Protocol of the seventh sitting of the Commission. a 

“The subject proposed for our consideration was the reparation of the 
houses of the Christhans, and the precautions to be taken against the 
exigencies of the winter, i” 
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‘An unanimous opinion was expressed by the European Commissioners 
as to the gravity of the emergency, and the necessity for immediate action, 
and no one couki have accepted with greater alacrity than Fuad Pasha 
the various suggestions that were made as to the steps to be takeds 
Novertheless, the sum total of our proceedings may be said to have 
consisted in a simple avowal of insolvency, and an appeal ad mixericor- 
diam on the part of his Excelien 

Veannot say how alarmed Lam become at the aspect of affairs. Ia 
vain we have debated the various expedients by which money may be 
btained-—a fine on the city of Damascus ; an impost on all the towns of 
Syrin; a contribution levied oa the Druses, No method bas presented 
Mtsolf which xooms likely to be productive of any very satisfactory result. 
His Excellency xtated that be had enoogh money to carry the provines 

rough the winter; but I very much doabe if this can be the ease. f 
army 18 six, twelve, twenty months, in arrear: no provision of fuel, corm. 

forage, has been made, either for the soldiers or the refugecs. ‘The 
allowatices distributed for the recoosteuction of the villages is insuffie 
cient to provide ly with a single room and people are already 
beginning to be picked up «ying on, the hill-side, 

All the a from Customs and port dues, though already 
mortgaged at Constantinople, have teen seized, and the destitution of the 
Governinent is daily Mastrated by the petty shifts to which it condescends 
in ondor to: make one piaxtro do the work of two, 

In the meantime, the emigration still continues from Damascus, 90 
more than 2,000 adults being now left within its walls. On the Mountain, 
Christians and Deuses alike express their apprehensions of a fa 
while the numbers on the lists of the Anglo-American Relief Committe 
have increased during the laxt week from 23,000 to 29,000 persons 

Tn fact, the disorganization in the Government is gradually leading 10 
a decomponition of wale. 

Signed)” DURFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 12 in No, 240, 


Protocol of the Seventh Metting of the Syrian Commission, held at Begrout, 
‘Ortober 30, 1860, 


LE Mardi, trente Octotie, mil hait cent xoixante, tous les Commixsairos 
étwot réanis A Beyrout chex lo Commimaire Extraordinaire de Ia Sublime 
Porto, la xéunce ext ouverte & deux heures et demic, sous la pedsidence de 
aon Excellence Fadl Pacha. 

procdi-verbal ayant été Iu et adopté, Fuad Pacha sexcuse de 
encore, faute de temps, termine le travail desting A Ia 
Comtnixaion, dans lequel neront exposis les actes accomplis par Ini depu 
son arrive én Syric 

La question i Yordre du jour, dit-il ensuite, eat celle du rétablissement 
des Cheitions dans Teurs foyers.” Ce sujet est étroitement lié 4 l'un dew 
troin points dans lenuets se résnie In tithe & Taccompliasement de 
Jaquelle 1a Commission doit concourir, savoir, la réprossion, la réparation: 
otlaréorganisation, Po ‘ona fait junc 

présent Fout co Awl était pussible de faire avec dex moyens bornés. A 
su ont été évaeués pour y loger les 
ens, jusque 1A rifugids dans In eitadelle, ~ Ce qu'on a pa retroaver 
5 pillés, en fait “de couverture et autres objets de premigre 
néceasité, leur n &té distribué, non A titre de restitution, mais a titre de 
scours. "Ia été, of outro, alloug A chaque Chrétien une ration de pain && 
einquante paras par jour. Ces distributons ont lieu sous Ia surveillance 
le divers Comités composts de notables Chrétiens. De lA résulie une 
‘dépense cle 500,000 i 600,000 pinstres par mois. Les objets de lite 
as sui, une requisition faite parmi les Musulmans a fourni 
3,000 matelas, Dans Ix Montagne avant que la Commission ne far réunie 
& Beyrout, des Comités xpécianx  parcouraient deja les villazes pour 
Evaluer les dépennes de reconstruction, et, sur leur rapport, des 
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‘90t été repartis entre les ayant-droit. Depuis lors la Commission a demandé 
gue ses délégués fassent admis a faire partie de ces Comités ; mais comme 
travail d’évaluation tire A sa fin, la présence des délégués servira pi 
& assurer Vexécution des mesures arrétées pour la reconstruction des 
Villages. La grande difficulté consiste dans Ia question d'argent: le 
wvernement fait tous ses efforts pour s'en procurer, y compris les 
Daiements & effectuer sous peu de jours: la dépense #'élive dgja a environ 
4,500,000 piastres. Or, cela ne suffit pas. Il importe de faire recouvrir 
Noe partie des maisons avant Vhiver. A cet effet tous les Druses et 
Masulmans oot été frappés de réquisitions pour des bois & fournir aux 
Chrétiens. On a également siquestré au profit de ces derniers les m 
Appartenant aux Druses de ta Beka. Enfin Yordre a é 
ex qui seront trouvées 


Le Commissaire Francais dit avoir appris que daus certains villages 
Aixtos beaucoup de maisons we trouvaient vacantes par sui 
des Drases qui ont fui vers lo Hauran : il demande que cox mairons soient 


Amigaées provisoirement aux Chrétiens. Il ajoute que, lors dew dernicrs 
SrEnements, lox Chrétiens de la partic Mixte du Libat 
Fs récoltes, 
Poantdent w 
moitié au moins cox geainx en quextion so 
Welamne enfin pour les habitants de Zahlé qui travaillent a In reco 
Hon de leurs maisons, la faculté de couper tes boix dans les fordts voinines 
Cette faculté, dont iis ont toujours jovi, parait leur étre refuse en ce 
Moment, xans qu'on pulsso s'oxpliquer le motif d'une pareille prohibition. 
Fuad Pacha, en réponse 4 la premiére observation de M. Béclard, «it 
Qu'A Deir-el-Kamar ot dans lex villages vo ii install” an 
Sertain nombre de C es maisons des Drases, On agira de 
Béme tootes les fois que cette mesure Hera praticable. Quant an dépotx 
de grains, on los mieten réquisition partout od il en exinte. Dex ordrox 
nt 6 doninds, & plusieurs reprises différentes, pour que tes Chrétiens de 
hlé puisaont couper dans les fordts de la plaine do Baalbek lew bois dle 
ta dont ils ont besoin. Cex oniees seront revouveléa, Non neuter 
ent les Crdtions ont In faculté de couper des bois dans le vo 
Zahlé, main ils usent de la permission qui lear ext donnée en. al 
irons de Damas. 


is ly 
intompa de cette annie, ont payé d’avance Vimpot du minh” Placé 

ensuite danx Fimpoxsibilité de récolter lee grains qui constituent leur 

Unique ressource, les habitants dont il Sagit xe voient plongys dans la 

plus profonde misire. Crest pourquoi le Comntissaire Francais ponxe 

u'll nerait justo, xoit de leur restitucr ce quills « 

Soit dle lex exempter du payement de Vimpdt de Fan 

Fond Pacha eépond que cette proposition xera examinge et prise, s'il y 
® lion, en considération. 

M, Novikow appuie la motion du Commisaaire Francais en co qui 
foncerne les maisons abandonnées par les Drusex, TH voudrait: meme 
Au'en cas d'urgence on fit pour la Montagne es qui a été fait 

Fuad Pacha fait observer que la mesure prixe 4 Dan 
xécution moins facile dans le Liban, of il y a peu de maisons A propre 
Ment parlor, mais sculement des cabanes A peine sullisantes pour I'l 
Nation d'une famille entire. Les Chrétiens. d'ailleurs, préferent étre cher 
fux et ne sinstallent quavec répgnance dans des maisons qui ne leur 
Appartiennent pas, 

Le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman revient sur Ia question du numéraire. 
La difficulté qu'il éproave & se procurer des fonds paralyse lex bonnes 
Titentions done il est animé. Déja les revenus de In douanc de Beyrout 
ont affectés aux soulagements des besoins les plos pressagts. Sur une 
Somme de 2,500,000 piastres recue de Constantinople at destinge a 
‘entretien des troupes Fuad Pacha dit avoir retont 2,250,000 pinstres 
Pour la reconstruction des villages Au surplus, il est en mesure de 
Communiquer 4 la Commission un état exact des sommes déja distribudes 
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aux Chrétiens, tant en secours journaliers que pour les fra 

Le total des dépenses, ainsi ol , wéléve A 1,259,083 piastres dune 

part, et 1,581,814 piastres de Pantre. Ul reste & payer dans un bref délat 
ssi,000 (Voir les deux pitees annexées an préseat 

-verbal.) 

‘LeCommissaire Rosse appelte Vattention du Pléaipotentiaire Ottoman 
Jur Jes mesures & prendre en faveur des Chréticns de TAnti-Liban, costae 
Gire,des habitants de Hasbeya et de Rasheya, lesquels, au nombre de 

curs milliers, ont refugi¢s A Heyrout, et dans les autres ville de la ot 

Fuad Pacha explique que lea Chrétiens en question n'ont pas tov 
soulfert, mais que ceux mémes dont Tes masons avaient <té épargnées ont 
pile la fuito et sont desceudus vers le littoral, Liautorité Jour ext venve 

aids, Pour ceux qul peuvent de & présentreatrer chee eux, ite 
zit que de garwutir leur xéourité. Deux bataillons occupent & cet effet 
eva ct Haxhoya, Une Con n speciale aurveille la. réeatte dee 

‘Oreo ent donn de eoupe martenant aux Druses. et 

réquiaitions dans les villi pour hiter les travaux d& 

‘kow trouve ca meantes tardives, vO ta xainon avancée, Th 
doute ‘que lor Cheitiens puissont rentrer dans leurs foyers avant 
printemps, Ex ee eas, on devrait faire en xorte qu’lls trouvaxsont det 
Fossources momentanées dans les villes du littoral. Bo outro, les Chrétien 
paraiseat conscever des eraintox & Végard des Drosox, qui ont dij 
carat ceand, nowbre dans. ta villages Mixtes et soot tous nrmba 
Vieeicvin den ‘Chrétiens déaarmés, an contraire, les Drusex doivent 
conserver taut leur orgucil, ear la repression nc lew a pas sulfizamment 
attelnt. 

usd Pacha répond on ce qui concerne la ripremion exereée contre 
les Drtises, que son intention, ainsi quill en a fait part au Général de 
Heaulort, a dt plutde de Ins rassurer et de Tea déterminer ainsi A reste 
dana eure villages. Geax qui 6 enfuis commencent en effet & 
renter, e¢ bientOt, grice aux dénon ‘des Chrétiens, comme au 
ivélations de Sheikh actuollemont déte \yrout, on pourra 
Simultangment les individu lee pis compromia, DGjA'on a mis ta nal 
Sur plusiours d’entra eux: quelques détachements parcoureot fe Haaran 
font aussi des arreatations 

M. Récland eroit devoir signaler comme ayant pris part, dit-oo, auk 
mataacres de Deir eleKamar un certain Al Riza récemment placd A 1a the 
de Tum des quatre eeteles, dont se compoxe provivoirement. Kanciend® 
Coimacamie Druve v 

Fund Pacha, andonce que déja cet individa a &té privé de won ex 
é que-ses antécédonts eront souls A ube enquéte, i" 

Lord Dufferin. présente divers documents 4 du Comité d& 
Secours Anglo-Amérteain dans lesqiuels lex beroins lex plow pressants de 
Chiétiens sont indiqués & In Commixaion. 

Catte communication est suivie duce convervation générale a laqualll 
preanent part tous les Commimaires, et qui porte & ta fois mur I'évaluation 
Approximative dex dommages soufferts par lex Chrétiens tant A Damas 
aque dans te L ‘mayous dont le Gouvernement pourrait 
User pour sf. procurer des fonds, et aur la nature da concours que Tes 
Commisnairen seraient on mesure de lui priter. 

‘couclusion te eet entretien est que sans une xomme considérable 
et immédiatement disponible, iH est de toute impossibilité de_prondre 
faveur dea Choitiens les mesires iodiquées par lex eirconstances et rendues 
‘argentes par Fapproche de "biver. 
can Fuad Pacha exprine edi que cite coneloion weit spain par les 

‘ommissaires & lears Gouvernements respectifa. Quant A lui il sea 
fee gsr mpegs epee 
province ainsi que des dpensex auxquclles il wagit de faire face. 

La question des indemnités eat mise & Tordre du jour, et la séance et 
lovde d cing heures et emia, 


(Suivent les signatures.) 


aul 
Annexe. 


Note des Sommes distribwées eux Chrétiens victimes des deraiers éénements 
Ponce 
Payé, dans Ye m ax réfugiés de Damas 
dont le nombre était de 5,530 2 
Payé, dans le mois d'Aott, aux réfugiés de Deir-cl- 
Kamar, Hasbeya, et Rasbeya, dont le nombre 
Aaitde 4,944” 3 ee 
Moyenne des frais divers, y compris la dépe 
THospice Impérial, contenant de 1,200 
personnes .. = Be 
Moyenne des ‘sommes données aux, Chri 
Damas 


200, 
600,000 


‘Total 1,289,933 


Tnclosure 13 in No. 240. 
Lord Dufferin to Bir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Bryrout, November 3, 1860. 

LT WOULD veature to point oat to your Exeellency's attention a 
alight incident which ocourred at the last aitting of the Commission, | We 
Were occupied in discussing the varioux methods for housing the Christians 
before winter, when M. Béclard, the Representative of France, took occa 
ion to propose that the villages which had beca deserted by the Deuses 
should be consecrated to the service of the refugees. 

If this proposition had been mace in the simple interests of charity, 
it might bolconsidered not ooly unobjectionable, but a very excellent 
expats cannot, however, help fearing —and it ie on thir account | 
Aignalize the elreumalance to your Excellency—that the French having 
Leen bailed in their attempts to drive the Druxos from the Mountain at 
the print of the bayonet, of to frighten thom from their bomex though 
the Peltmamentality of the Christians, have determined to appropriate their 
Villayen on the plea of necessity and retributive justice, 

Fe tits idea, 1 am confirmed by the fact of the Russian Representative 
having immediately endeavoured to outbid M. Wéclard, by a proposal, chat 
even chore a Druse village was occupied by its loyitimate owners, the one 
Half of the population should be required to doublein with the other hall, 
in anler that the Cheistinns might be installed in the houses left vacant 
by the process. 

Though open to considerable objection, 1 proferred to allow these 
Propositions to be defeated by the difficulties in the way of their execution, 
father than make them a subject of dispute between myself and 
collegues. But this example will enable your Excellency to vacerstand 
how delicnte is the task I have to. perform, and how speciously the. plea 
of hnmanity can be made to assist the accomplishment of a political 
Purpone. 

Thave, 
(Signed) 


&e 

DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 

ee et ee eee 
No. 21. 


Consul-General Colquhoun to Lord J. Russell—(Reecived November 21.) 
(No. 149) 
My Lond, Alexandria, November 7, 1800. 


L RECEIVED, a few days ago, a letter from Mr. Cyril Graham, 
attache ce Lend ‘Dulerins Mission in Syria, of which I annex an 
extract 

4k 
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Having learnt that the Viceroy had returned to Cairo, I went up there 
on the 31st October, and saw His Highness the following day. 1 commit 
nieated to him the object of my visit, and told him that 1 was quite aware: 
of what he had already done here om behalf of the numberless refugees 
with whom, a few months ago, Eizypt was inundated—how generously be 
had acted; but I said that it'was specially at Lord Dufferin’s desire that 
T now ventured to appeal to hiro. : 

I was rather surprised at the coldness with which he, at first, received 
my request; after a little reflection he said, “Mr, Colquhoun, all m 
actions with regard to Syria have been so wilfully misinterpreted, that 
‘am nnvwilling to give farther hold to my enemies, Were I to send food aud 
clothing to Syria, it would be immediately represented at Constantinople, 

T was endeavouring to create for myself a party in that country.” 

1 said Twas happy to find that there was no unwillingness on the part 
of His Highness to help these unfortunates ; that I would venture to take 
‘on myself the responsibility of 

to his motives: should have any it with the Porte: that I would 
inform Hor Majesty's Ambassador of the facts ax they had occurred ; that 
His Highnens had beon induced to come forward at the prossing request 
of Lord Dufferin and myself and that t trusted that, sol tar trom bla 
being attributed to him, he would receive the expression of the uatisfn 
of the Ottoman Government at hix having so generously come forw. 
rendor aguistance to one of its suffering Provinces, 

Hin Highness accordingly assured me that if T would take the trouble 
of representing the eaxe in its proper light, he would with’ pleas 
forward with auch means au he had dispomable,- T thanked lis Highness: 
and retarnest on the rd to Alexandtia 

T shall, by noxt mail, inform his Excellency Sir Henry Bulwer of the 
‘above, and shal urge him to Tose uo time in making the Porte aware of the 
truo stato of things, avd shall suggest that it would bo an act agreable 
to the Vicoray that the Porte should acknowledge the Paxha’s kindness 
‘aud real motivex 


F shall also w 


to hin Excellency Konig’ Bey, 'the  Seerdtaire dew 
Comman 


of Hix Highness, requesting him to inform Said Pas 


of my having fulfilled the promise made to him of writiog to Sir Henry 
Bulwor, and inclosiog a list of certain articles of food and elothing whieh 
Thope Hix Highnows will, without loss of time, forward to Beyrout. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in’ Nop 21. 
Mr. Congul- General Colquhoun, 


(Exttact.) Bayrout, October 3, 1360, 
1K (Lord Dufferin) especially wishes me to talk with you about one 
aubject, which Lill now bring before you, Do not you think that Said 
Pasha might be foduced to do something for the Christians of Syri 
Lord Dufferid saya ho would be xo extromely obliged to you if you would 
see his Highness, and tell him of the miserable coodition of the 
Christians, and How impossible ic will be for them ever to survive unless 
great exertions be made for thelr support; hitherto we have had fine 
Weather, but soon winter will com ww 
aro todo, ‘The 
Funds, but by wen 
His Tighnexs is personally acquainted with Lord Dufferin, and. i 
mention to hits that is Lordship is now Hee Majesty's Cooumissioner (8 
this country, he might be, perhaps, more readily induced to show bis 
goatyill-and give his aid to the poor creatures who, ualess they are well 
Supplied, must perish in great numbers. We alo want ax much even 9 
foo covering, bedding, and such things. We eanoot eveo, with all the 
industry of Heyrout, work early fast enoagh to supply the pressing 
demand for nighteoverings. Could not much be done in Egypty IF 8 
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large preseat ol * (aadded coverlids) were sent, nothing could be 
Inoks cine, Could you Had out for aie, and let woe koow by ext mail 
At what price **lehife™ could be furnished in Alexandria, aud at what 
Fate they could be made? Tam sare the Committee would gladly order 
Some, anid T will take upou myself to order at once 100%. worth of them to 
bewent as soon as possible, and packed up and addressed to me, care o 
Hier Britannic Majesty's Consulate; with this reserve, however, that if the 
freight be a great item it would be money thrown away : but, perhaps, 
some arrangement might be made with the Steam Company in considera 
tion of the cause for which they are wanted, &e. 





No, 242. 
Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell. (Received November 2! 


(Wo. 36 : 
My Lord Danan, Newent 6 80 
A y of my despate 
HAVE the honour to inelose to your Lordship copy of my des 
of this day's date to He we ivtarsador at the Port reporting on 
Tate occurrences in this 


igned) WILLIAM fl, WRENCH, 


Inclosure in No, 
Acting Consul Wrench to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Damascus, Noeeuber 5, 1860, 
"SINCE 1 had the honour to addres your Excellency on the 20th 
SNE a have day eontinued to leave Danmasc for Bey out 
The fect of a Costom-house officer having been deliberately shot at bix 
Frnt, jant outaide the gate of the eity, tngether with the sudden departure 
Pro Greek Consular Agent, who hid proviously alarmed the C 
Bee cet Go thone under bis protection, have tended much 0 con 
the ities of insecurity already entertained, by the people, | 1 have 
tmleavoured! 10 roateain thin universal flight, ax also, have most of the 
Buroyonn Consuls, here but 1 fear it has been to little purpose, ix 
Fee enn oon anal: some clays ago inated a proclamation axsuring: 
the Christ day asocond was read to the game 
Freee oe tao anaounced that. ofders had heen forwarded to, the 
Vali of Damascus to prevent tho Christians leaving without a teskeré 
from the Government. This order has bee : 
Tbeabim. Karami, after haying unde! tion bare, Hh 
roault of which in-anknown, has been sent to Be His luggage on 
eee nee py onder of hie Excellency Fuad Pasha, was found to contain 
Slarge nur of money, amounting. it is said to about 130,000 pinstres 
(Perthomed Said Bey, a, Khoord, formerly, Colonel in. the. Aunieh 
Irregular Horse, together with the Che eal is the late edie 
Mee ee ere dacs: have left wader guard for Beyrout ; but, ax th 
Rcewern cteioned rue, reget iat Feat 1 report Lo Your 
Excellency the sentences and destinations of the prisoners. 
relent eatcey 2a somencel to arm the, plain of 
Damascus, A notice was issted that all arms were to be brought by 
their posreasors toa place appointed, and that a fine aod ix: months 
Fei ead bg indicted on thoxe who did not comply. As yet 
however, the arms given up bear but a small, proportion, 10 those, really 
frome ly the people, and dhe Mushir has informed me that he shall bo 
Shliged to resort to more stringent measures to secure the env desived. 
The Christian portions of the towns of Haxbeya and asheya, oud 
‘of the villages in this Pashalic which were destroyed during the Inte 
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disturbances, have not yet been rebuilt ; but as measures are being taken 
by Major Fraser, in conjunction with Lord Dafferin, it may be anticipated 
that the greater part of the work will be accomplished before the severe 
weather sets in, 

Mustapha Pasha, late Commander of the troops in the Hauran, was a 
fow days ago placed under arrest. As reported to your Excellency ia 
Mr, Brant’s despateh of the 30th June last, Mustapha Pasha was onlered 
by the late Mushir to proceed to Hasbeya on the attack of that town by 
the Druses. It is supposed that his arrest is in consequence of his neglect 
of this order, 

It is currently reported that Shirwaneh Rfendi, the Mufti who 
sccompanied his Excelleney: Fuad Pasha from Constantinople, x tempor 
ratily Moliammer Pasha as Vali. ‘The change would be 

ial, as the prevent Vali «lors nothing. All the European 
Consuls complain of his Exeelleney's neglect of his duties 
T have, & 
(Signed) "WILLIAM H, WRENCH. 


No. 243, 
Conevd Brant to Lord J. Russell. (Received November 21.) 


My Lord, Beyrout, November 8, 1860. 

Mr, CONSULGENERAL MOORE delivered me yesterday your 
Loniship'a deapatch No.9, inclosing Sir Moses Montellore’s letter, with the 
Memorial from the Rabbins aod Kiders of the Jews of Damaxci 
25ed September, ‘There 
part of tho Cheistiann in aceusing Jews of complicity in the murde 
plundering of Cheistions, ‘The ebief Rabbi called my attention to the 
Give of five Jews dotained in prison for xeveral_w 
accusation died 
absence of F the 
thom without his Excellency's permission, whieh could not be obtained as 
hho wax moving from place C0 p nanon, andl no one could tell 
where to tind him. ‘His Excellency, however, arrived unexpectedly at 
Damascus; and on my vinit to compliment bitn I called bis attention (0 
the subject of the Jews, and he promived to have the evidence of the 
witnesion before the Extraordinary Tribanal revised, and to seo that no 
injustice weredono; and in a fow dayx all the deta 
‘The chief Rabbi, when he first told me of the 
offered to depose that one of the accused was in hiv house during the 
whole time the massacres continued: his testimony was refused: and a 
Christian, who claimed to be the authorised agent of Fuad Pasha, said 
that farther ten had been on clear evidence 
condemned (0 death, brahim Karam, bas since 
een deprived of his o exile for the abuso of the 
authority he had usurped, and for extorting bribes on the representations 
of the Turkish authorities, ax well ax of tho French Conaul and myself, of 
hin minteeds to Fuad Pash 

"The case of the Farchi ved in the Memorial, 1 heard of at the 
time; but ax they were French protégés, I did not interfere,—they were 
noon released. 

YoJow under British protection has been molested; aud no one has 


‘Oo my visit to Fuad Pasha alluded to, he related to me an instance of 
two Christians who went to.a Jew's house and demanded 1.500 Turkish 
piaacees ander the threat of denouncing the owne: ax a murderer, aod 
{00 Tuckish piastres were actually wiven. 1 think it pot improbable that 
other similar instances may have occurred, but T have no knowledge of 
more. 

Soon nfer Fuad Pasha’s first visit to Damascus, | was talki 
presence of the French Consul of the moans of discovering where 
Pasha might haye concealed his plunder, when M. Outrey said that the 
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Pasha was reported to have deposited a great deal with a rich Jew named 
Jacob Levy, an English-protected subject, who had given Ahmed Pasha 
bills Constantinople ; and the French Consul thought that his house should 
be searched and his books examined. | thought the suspicion cast on a 
Fespectable man not a friendly act. I observed to Fuad Pasha that I did 
thot beliese the report; that such accus: 

€ommon in all countries and ages, and ooght not to be lightly entertained, 
Tremarked to his Excelleney the dews were influential with all the 

ments of Europe from their wealth, and, independently of the injustice 
of making them the innocent vietims of the malicious, it was impolitic to 
fecuss them falsely, as such conduct. would ‘dium on the 
Sultan's Government, and danger likewise, for the Jews would find 
defenders in all tho uations of Europe, 

Told the individeal the suspicion: he replied that for twenty years 
be had had no bill transactions with Constaritinople, that he had never had 
aay pecuniary deallugs with Ahmed Pasha, Lt 
Tending money ta the Tre pmit to 

I hi boo , reply, 

Excellency to diatnisx such led_and dangerous 

. Which hadl nota shadow of probability, further than the civility 

shown to Jacob Levy by Ahmed Pasha, on account of loans made to. the 
‘Treanury in a time of great need, I beard no more of the matter, 

Accusations of the same nature were ax often threatened against 
Musiulmans as against Jews by Christians, and both paid money rather 
than be thrown Into prison, with the uncertainty when they might be 
rel Fuad Pasha complained that the prisons ware fall of persons 

whom nobody apps: te the changes on which they 
had been arrested. I observed that the fault lay with the authorities, and 
the inconvenience would be easily obviated by taking « bond from an 
Accuser that within a certain time he should substantiate the charge 
forfeit his hood, His Excelleney replied that he had proposed. something, 
Of that nature to the Council 
with Lord Duiferin's per 1 Pasha tho 


onder fre 
equal decree of protection to Jew and Christian, 
Thave, &e 
Signed)" JAS, BRANT. 


No. 244, 


Lord J. Rusell to 8ir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 057.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 2, V860. 

L HAVE stated to Lord Dufferin that his despatch No. 40 of the 3d 
instant to your Excellency, proposing a scheme for the settlement of Syria 
does credit to his judgment and sagacity, and T have authorined his 
Loriship, when the proper time comes, to propose to the Commission the 
Plan of which he has given a sketch, 

Thave, however, to instruct your Excellency to tell the Grand Vinier 
that no plan of pacification for Syria will be’ effectual so Jong am 
Pashalie t» sold to the highest bidder in the manner which Lord Dufferin 
%0 well describes, 

Tam, 


& 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 
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No. 245. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No, 28:) 
My Lord, Poreign Office, November 22, 1860. 

TAIAVE received your Lordship's despatch No. 21 of the 4th instant 

namitting to me a copy of your despatch No. 40 of the Bre instant 

Henry Bulwer, in which yon propose a scheme for the settlement of 

iyria, and I have to state to your Lordship that this paper does credit to 
your jadgment and sag: 

Yourare authorized, when the proper time comes, to. propose to the 
Commission the plan of which you have given a sketch. 

T have instructed Sir Henry Bulwer to tell the Grand Vinier that no 
plan of pacification for Syria will be effectual 40 long as the Pashalic i 
told to the highest bidder in the manner you so well describe, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





26, 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received November 233) 
(No, 22) 
My Lord, Beyrout, Nocember 8, 1860. 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordsbip’s deapateh No, 18 of 
the 20th ultimo, I have the honour to state that General de Be 
the necosnity of taking measures to put a stup to the excesses 
mitted by the Christian followors of his army, ‘There ix reason 0 
hope they will not be repeated, 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No, 247, 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell, (Received November 23.) 


(No. 23.) 
My Lon, Begrout, November 8, 1800. 
TN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 19 of 
the 2ouh ultimo, Thee) not nay how greatly I have been relieved to Gnd 
that your Lordship does not disapprove ‘of the ntep 1 hazarded with the 
Fuad P to make such arrangements ax would allow 
him to oo og the inverian which, was vo elapse before romit= 
tances could arrive from Constantinople, their daily supplies of food to 
the refugees at Beyroat 
In reference, however, to the paragraph in which your Lordship says 
thot Hor Majesty's Government cannot reliove me from the pecuniary 
dbligation Chave incurred, T would beg permission to state that I never 
fre amment venture eterna aight expectation they wo 
To, uct; T alway regarded the affair ax one of private nator 
entered into by Me, Hol in my capacity of Her Majesty's Commissionet: 
fut rather as @ member of the Anglo-American Relief Committee: and if 
T permitted myself to mako such a matter the subject of an official despatel 
Tera th, the desire that, should any unforeseen accident lead to mY 
vein the operation becomiog Known, or inaccurately reported, a recor 
hould remain in your Lordxhip's bands of the exact nature of the trans- 
action, of the degree in whieh I was connected with it, and of the motive 
which indueed me to engage in i, 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE- 





No. 248. 


3 Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell (Received Decenber 3.) 
(No, 25,) 
My Lord, Beyrout, November 9, 1860. 

THAYE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's infor 
ation, copies of further despatches which I have ‘this day addressed (0 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, 

T have, 8 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 245, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Beyrout, November 9, 1860. 
{reference to my despatch of the rd instant, | would beg to 
Mate that, io alluding to the unpaid condition of the Turkish troops, 1 
intended my observations to apply to the army of Arabistin, 
"The rogimenta which have lately arrived from Constantinople were 
Paid up, I believe, before quitting the eapital 
Timay, however, take thix opportunity of mentioning that Fund Pasha 
‘confided to me that it was only by diverting to the benefit of the Christians 
the moneys went to h ‘nL of his soldiors that he had boon 
His late remittance of 


in adi 
to sustain the whole of the Christi 
4x well as to roof in the villages of the 
Thave, &e, 
RIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Taclonure 2 in No, 248, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Begrout, October 9, 1800. 
the honour to inform your Excellency that, during a 
Conversation I had yesterday with the French General, he stated to me his 
on that the only arrangement compatible with the future tranquillity 
Id conkist. ia the whole of the Lebanon being under the 
ative Christian Governor, appointed, for form's sake, by 

the Pasha of the Province. 

‘This scheme would include, if I rightly understood M. de Heavfort 
the suppression of ‘Turkish authority at the ports of Sidon, Beyrout, an 
Tripolt. ‘The Lebanon would then become, to use his own expression, “a 
fortress to which the Christians of all Syria might flee 

Respecting the government of the remainder of the Province, the 
French General seemed to be undecided, and almost unconcerned. | ‘The 
iden of investing Abd-el-Kader with a certain amount of authority at 

‘mascus has evidently occurred to him, though he evinced no great 
eagerness in alluding to the idea. He even appeared ready (o substitute 
the name of Fuad Pasha for that of the Emir. 

How far M. ele Beaufort is to be regarded as an exponent of the inte 
tious of the French Government is another question. He 1s, in communi: 
cation with M. Thouvenel and the Minister of War, and evidently arrived 
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iv the country under the impression that its settlement was to be effected 
his sole auspices, ‘The institation of the Commission was probably a 
‘ppointwent to him. He iseven disposed to speak with some disparage 
ako its laboars, 9 that it is possible his opinions may die to & 
certain extent from those of M. Réclard, whom he regards, per 
eG 1. Béclard, whom he regards, perhaps, with 
From expressions which have dropped f 
am inc gh at fi 
appointment of a 


this latter gentleman, t 
fully determined to press th 
pre Lebanon, farther inquiry has 
rendered tim setsible of the extreme dificulty there sould be tn Gnding 
among the Maronites any individual of wulicent preeminence, taleak 

(ine ee rey Oe 
which the Greek commanity would regard such an arrangement. 19. 
fow days T hope to be able to write to your Excellency more fully on this 
subject Lv the m © k that, provided only the 

ano were rendered depend French would consider thelr 

inluence over the remainder of the Province wo completly assured. a6 
rene tame of government n matter of complet indierence to them: 
(Sige) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 





rar 
feat heemrsetiees 
(No, 30.) en 
Se ake se 3 
ft ae oe 
sport LANE fsa tyne Laity tht et ajay overmet 
Seater yur meat and Gael 
Jt fects Na el ole Tea 
21 of the Ath instant. : ~ pareh oa 


(Signed) 





No. 250, 
‘Sir H. Bubeer to Lord J. Russell —(Reerived November 2 
(No. 743) : 
My Lord, onstantineple, November 12, 1860. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No, 570 of the 25th 
ultimo 1 have already informed you in my No. 69% of the 26eh ult 
thut Lealled the attention of the Porte to the laints of the Jewish 
popolation at Damascus, and received the communication that due orders 
thould be given to Fuad Pasha on the subject. L will, moreover, see the 
ee who is named as Governor, and talk to him mywelf there 
‘What appears to me the state of the ease generally is, that great 
exeitenvent prevai thirst for vengeance 
ges are brought hy the Christians, not u ly, in an exaggerated 
ad sometimes vost ahape, oth agit Jews ; and as the 
geueral feeting amongst the Representatives of the Christian Powers ® 
fiso very aaturally t0 listen to the Christians, and to support their rept 
satatiole the Geer OF the Turkish Gormminent sre placed te x 2 
difficult position, both ax to dows and Turks, ‘The Jews address. them- 
aclves to Sir M. 5 js who can interest forcig® 
Governments in dress themselves to their owt 
Government, ‘The Jews seem to require that there should be one tribal 
for themselves, and one for the ‘Turks ; one law for them, and one for 
others; that Christian testimony against the Jews should not be believed: 
How can the Turkish Governinent in such case take perhaps the sabe 
testimony against the Turks? ‘The only possible way of acting justly 
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Aocalm the irritated feeling. that exists as much as possible; to order the 
Gissuls to be circumspect in supporting clamoar against Jew or Turk 
Stjestly or without due evidence, [et it concern the one or the other. ‘The 
Niguinat the Jews now is, 1 understand, not of having taken any 

part in the massacres, but of having indirectly counived at the 
Gometiincs purchasing, sometimes taking care of, plundered property. | 
Have little doubt that’ these charges are very frequently unfounded, and 
others agaiust Turks, of the same nature, in a great degree are also 

‘unfounded 

tis in the nature of things it should be so, and the onl 
ee sea more temperate state of mind, and relieve 
ice from the characte T have said this from the fist, 
mation of 


real and 


T make these observations to your Lordship because 1 think all 
Estremon aro to be avoided, and all inequality guarded against. But ox 
the Jew ix equally dotested by the Christian, and despised by the ‘Turk, 
‘and whilst attacked by the first ix not likely to he protected by the latter, 
As one of his own faith will be, and ax 1 believe, myself, the Jews are 
feveral a most inoffeosive bony in this county, Vhave apoken and cootiny 
Tapeak in the strongest mannor in their bebalf, and shall give to Aali 

Masha a translated copy of your despatch to Mr. Brant 

Tt isnot altogether unworthy of remark that the Massulmans do not 
term to have joined in the persecution of the Jews, but to have come 
forward frequently in their defence, which is creditable to them, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 





No. 251, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell (Reeviced November 30) 


(No. 26, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, November 10, 1860. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s 
espatch No. 22 of the 30th altimo, Confidential, inclosing, a despateh from 
fer Majeaty"a. Miniater at Berlin, reporting the substance of a conversa. 
ion whieh he had held with Baran Schleinita; ond I have the honout to 
Matein reply, that although the manifest hostility evinced by my Prussian 
olleazuc, M. de Rehfuex, to Turkish institutions generally, rendered me 
very confidential communications with him on 


verve to entering into an 
rin, our private relations have 


atters connected with the afairs of 
Always teen on a very agreeable footing, and I bave now the pleasure of 
Transmitting, to your Lordship copy of a despatch whieh I have addressed 
to his Execilengy Sir Henry. Bulwer of thix day's date, containing an 
Account of a conversation | have had with my Prussian colleagy 
Which your Lordship will porceive that a very sttisfactory understanding: 
i been established between Us, 

Tam even disposed to consider it my own fault that such a result 
should have been 39 long delayed, and {am glad to have this opportunity 
‘Of stating that, as far as 1 have obser vi. de Rehfues has evinced @ 
Conscientious desire to act with impart n the Commission. 

Thave, &e. 
Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE- 


—_— 
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Inclogure in No, 251 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, November 16, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excelleney that yesterday I cal 
upon my Prussian colleague, M. de Rehfues, and stated to im t 
having received an intimation from home that it was the desire of 
Tespective Governments we should communicate our ideas to one 
without resceve, I was ¥ery anxious to avail myself of the resources d 

Feator experience, now that the time had come for discussing dl 

rganieation of the Lebanon. 

Up to this time I had xomewhat abstained! from any very confident 

nications to M.de Rehfuen on the sub 
sremed to me to entertain feelings of greater hostility t0 1 
compatible with what 1 believed to be the sentiments of Her 
Government. 

‘The conversation thux inaugurated, gradually assumed a very friend 

M, de Rehfues having expressed an opinion very favourable to th 
idea of ap indopenclont Christian Principality, | replied that 1 the 
proposition mij ideration, but that 1 
Sroald be impossible to find any native eapable of organizing: watisfacta 
administration, 

‘To the justice of this remark my Prussian colleague seemed dispo 

id stated that the sole remedy which bad occurred to him (ool 

practicable he had not liked to mention it to any one), was the) 
establishment. of a permanent Commission inthe Lebaron ‘te: contrtl 
whatover Government might be established. Under such cireumatancel 
even the cule of a Pasha would be tolerable. ‘Taking advantage of thi 
casual addinission, I remarked that 1 was far from thinking his idea a bad 
‘ono; that, on the conteary, with cortain modifications the principle if 
involved seemed to me capable of being deve to a very Fospectal 
Arrangement, and that so far from considering’ It inadmissible, T thought 
his only error lay in wishing to confine ite application fo the Mountaine 
Would it not bo a pity to exclude the Christian populations of the Anti= 
Lebanon, of Da tioeh, Aleppo, from the benefits of any contrite 
ance we might discover capable of alfording a guarantee for their future 
security. Tt wax true, under these circumstances. the administration 
be conducted through the intervention of a Turkish Governor ; but acting. 
under the supervision of European politieal Agents, ax M. de Rehfues 
Hisoself bad fimplied, it was probable we ‘coukt couse upon bis’ go 
behiavioue: 

1 then proceeded ta expatiate on the hatred and jealonsy existiog: 

ween the Greeks and Maronites, on the diffieulty of reconciling the o0€ 
to the domination of the other, and on the still greater difficulty of creating 
for each a distinct political exintonce, If then, ax is evident, th 
of Rinsia and of Rrance are thus brought into direct antagooi 
be the duty of Prussia, Austria, and Kogland fo act ax mediators, a 
endeavour to discover a means of satisfying: their coaflictiag interests 
His plan Teonsidered possessed the great advantage of conducting us ® 
this result, by making the ‘Turk, who after all was the moat conveniest 
Fepresentative of sovereign authority in thin country, capable of gover 

A matiner more oF lows satisfactory to Europe. 

Phe conversation ended by M, de Rebfues thanking me for hav 
encouraged him to develop an idea which tl now he had senrcely dat 
to hazard, at the same time that he expressed. his satisfaction at tbe 
thoughts of Prussia and Bogland beinig able to act in concert 

This evening 1 have again hat a few moments’ conversation with 
M. de Rehfues, during the course of which he stated that the more he 
thought ovar the matter. the more convinced he became of the expedient 
of including the whole of Syria in the arrangement we had discassed 00 
previous occasion. Without descending into details, 1 was careful 
take this opportunity of suggesting to my colleague that it would be 
advisable in the application of his idea to deprive it as much as possible 
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all unusual characteristics, and that it might be found convenient to 
substitute for so startling an institution as a permanent Commission som 
means of control more in accordance with diplomatic usages. 

‘Although perhaps M. de Rehfues hinsself would Gnd i difficult to 
recognize in the political Agents—who in the natural course of things 
woulit be aceredited by the Five Powers to the Divan of the new Turkixh 
Governor-General of Syria. (should such a. personage be ever called into 
existence)—the realization of. al idea of a Buropean Commission 
inspiring the Council ief of the Lebanon, 1 have little 
doubt bat that reflection will con that the one is but the applica- 
tion of the other in a more convenient form and aver a wider jurisdiction. 
To tho meantime he will have given in his adbesion to the principle that 
the continuance, under certain modifications of Turkish rule in Sy 
is proferable to the creation of an independent Maronite State on its 
seaboard, - 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No, 252. 


Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Russell. —(Receieed November 20,) 


(No. 27.) 
My Lord, 
LT HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your 
information, copies of further deapatches which I have this day dix 
to Her Majesty's Ambassador atthe Porte, 
(Sigoed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


loclosure 1 in No. 262. 
Lord Duferin fo Sir 11. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, November 13, 1860. 


I HAVE the honour herawith to transmit t» your Excellency copy of 
the substance of aq“ interpollation" Chad the honour of addressing. to 
hin Excellency Fuad Pasha, at the last sitting of the Commission, relative 

‘complote immunity from punishment which has, up to this moment, 
joyedd by the great bulk of the Druso nation. 

Twas induced to take this important step by xoveral very grave 
considerations, which your Excellency will find set forth in the above~ 
mentioned paper, 

In addition, however, to the ve arguments aubaitenl to 
my colleagues in favour of the administration of a prompt, adequate, 
and final measure of pavishament on thowe who have been guilty of stich 
Atrocities, there was another circ wee which moemed to me to Fender 
ita matter of paramount n t the delay in the execution of such 
a step should not be pro During the course of a conversation | 
hail had Fronch General, he had complainest 
to me, with some vivacity, of the leniency shown by the Government to 
the Duss, aud concladed by stating that it was his firm determination, 
should Fuad any longer hesitate, to take the matter into hix own hands, 
and himself chastise them to the degree merited by their erimes. Now as 
your Excellency will have perceiver, by the geseral tonoar of my 
Wespatehes, T have all along entertained a most vivid suspicion that 
the French look upon the existence of the Druses as the only stumbling 
block in the way of that particular settlement of the Lebanon they mast 
desire. It would be, therefore, a very unsafe and cruel arrangement should 
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those who have a direct interest in carrying matters to extremity against 
this unhappy people be allowed to asurp the office of executioners. Were 
such an opportunity afforded them it is impossible to say what might 
he the result. ‘The operation of taking the guilty prisoners might be 
conducted with such circumstances of aggravation as to provoke the 
resistance of despair, and in the present temper of the Freoch army the 
slightost show of opposition would lead to consequences which M. de 
Beaufort himself might have occasion to regret. Humanity and justice 
therefore alike indicated that a dae measure of chastixement administered! 
‘once for all by the hands of the Government was the most equitable and 
merciful manner of evading the difficulties of the situation. 

Circumstances having thus forced upon me the ungracious duty 
of calling Fond Pasha’s attention to so hateful n subject, it was necessary 
to take that opportunity of stating, in the most explicit manner, the 
degree of neverity with which T considered the Druses should be visited 
aw well 5 ratious which, to my mind, considerably extenuated 
thoir moral eulp 

So groat did { consider the responsibility attaching to thix task, so 
anxious wax 1 not to be misunderstood, that rather than trust’ to 
conveying my ideas eied voce, through the medium of a language with 
which Tam not perfectly familiar, € took the precaution of addressing 
my colleagues from written notes which I had prepared beforehand 
From these notes the Memorandum 1 send your Excellency has b 
composed. Iam extreniely worry that the delicate task of balancing the 
‘opposing considerations by which the xentence impending over this 
thfortutate people ia to effected, akould not have teen confided to one 
more compotent to the task: but, at all events, I have the satisfaction of 

inking that L have dono my best, without departing from the most 
atriet Impartiality, to moderate the too passionate indignation with which 
frome of my colleagues are disposed to regard an int tribe, who 


having been etuelly provoked into a war by their Christian antagonints, 


wore subsequently beguiledt by their Turkish patrons into those excesses 
Tor which they are now about to pay the merited penalty. I regret to be 
obliged to add that on. thi« occasion, for the frat time ainee the meeting 
of the Commission, a difference of opinion wax observable between my 
Fronch colleague and myvelf. M. Béclard’s amiable naturo is evidently 
incapable of appreciating ax yet tho character of the C popala- 
tions of the Lebanon, He looks upon the M 

martyrs, instead of the fanatical barbarians they really are, ax prone to 
violence and slaughter as any other tribe in their neighbourhood. 

Tt is not, therefore, a mattor of wonder that ho should have been 
disposed to receive with some little dimatinfaction such of my observations 
‘ax militated against this view 

T thought, moreover, 1 detected an evident unwillingness upon his 
part to accede to the principle which, of all others, 1 was most anxious to 
Establish, viz, that after the most ample paniahment had been inflicted 
‘once for All, it xbould be no longer competent for the Christians to keep: 
up the satual animosity of the two races by continuing their denuncia- 
tions of particular individuals, but that the work of reconciliation should 
be immediately inavgurated by a general amuesty, from which, however, 
the moxt notorious offendors still at lange might be excepted by name. 

His Excelleney Fuad Pasha, 1 am happy £0 say. seems perfectly to 
understand the exigencies of the situation, and, before the discus 
terminated, he informed me that he had hitherto delayed layin 
‘on the moat compromixcd of the Pruse nation, in order to effect their 
capture with the greater cortainty, and that he himself woukd proceed 
to’ the Mountain (0 superintend the operntion, As, however, hi 
anxious clearly (o ascertain the views of his colleagues in 
manner in which the Druses should be dealt with, he propased that before 
Ws departure another sitting of the Commission should be devoted 
to the consideration of that important subject. 

M. Béclard asked me to allow my written notes to be appended to the 
Protocol. ‘To this, however, U could not assent. I have proposed insteatt 
that it shoold be left to your Excellency's pleasure to communicate the 
substance of the “ interpellation” I now transmit, and which M. Béclard 
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lias perused, to the Ambassadors at Constantinople, not as an official 
document, but as a private expression of my opinion. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 252. 


Babotance of am Interpolation addreared by Lord Dufferin to Fuad Pasha, at the 
Eighth Sitting of the Syrian Commission, November 10, 1860. 


LORD DUFFERIN asked permission to address an interpellation to 
uad Paxha which would be found to be not irrelovant to the demand made 
WAM, Novikow.Hleregrctied extroney that hesbould be obliged to under 
© $0 painful a duty as that which he now felt himself called upon to 
discharge. 2 y 
Ho had hoped from the assurances given to the Commision of his 
ixcellency’x desire to execute a severe and impartial justice on all implicated 
in the late horrible tra that he and hix colleagues would have been 
ig compelled to invoke the punishmont of the 
eesion of M. Béelard's,”” continued the Beitish 
anainver, we Tong (it naa tarde) to enter upon the more gracious 
Portion of our tank, and we look forward with impationce to the day when 
Me may be allowed to busy ourselves with the work of reconciliation and 
happily this satisfaction chnnot be allowed us until the 
masuire ‘af chaxtivement. ahall havo beon inflicted, Tt ix a 
Mockery to talk of peace while the perpetrators of auch foal deeds as those 
Which deluged the strects of Hasbeya, Rashoy vireol-Rammar with 
Hood remain unmolested in their homes. 
* Within the limits of the Lebanon 5,000 5 cet put 
1 tho edige of the sword, 200 villages have been burned, andl not 0 
Tndividual concerned in there atrocious act bax aulfered for his crimes, 
fet for weoks have the Sultan's troops been in undisputed occupation of 
the Mountain, and months have elapsed since your Excellency's arrival in 
province gave promise that the day of retribution was at band. ‘The 
maxion seems, therefor: d when, in, pursuance of thone 
instructions by which we are directed to provoke the punishment of the 
Buity, it becomes the painful duty of the Commission most respectfully to 
fall your Excellency’ attention 10 the unhappy consequences entailed by 
is dela 
‘The mistrust of the Christians, too fearfully justified by past events, 
ly partially dinaipated by the energetic meaxurea adopted at Damascus, 
teagain revived the perpetrators of these batcheries begin tolook forward 
to an ontire immunity from punishment: and an intolerable state of social 
Anarchy and confusion is indefinitely prolonged, 
__ "ft is obviously, therefore, in the interests of humanity and of the 
Government of the Porte that these intesti 
With as great a despateh as possible, Delay but keeps the wo 
Maintains between those whom circumstances have destined to live 
Slonest proximity, that feeling of mutual hatred and mistrust which ix 
rod by a sense of unsatisfied animosity on the one part, and of 
Mnexpiated guilt on the other 
“Policy nnd justice alike require that punishment should be inBicted 
With the utmost celerity, in order that the process of conciliation may be 
un the sooner. 
Lis ander these circumstances, therefore, that! would venture to a 
Your Exeellency to take such measures as may lead to the immediate 
ptore and punishment of auch of the Drase uation ax haye been eoncerued 
Ta the late oious transactions” 
,.Intaking upon himself, however, so dreailful a responsibility as that 
fnptied in the above requisition, the iritish Commissioner was anxioux to 
Suard himself against being supposed to desice the infliction of a 
€ punishment as far as the bulk of the nation was concerned. 
ore notorious offenders no degree of severity would be too great. but for 
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the wretched peasantry, who blindly followed the leadearship of their chief 
some degree of mercy might be permitted. Moreover, due regard must be 
to the circumstances under which these erimes were committed, 
misiderations as it may be possible to urge in mitigation of their 
shoul not be altogether dleregarded. vf 

With this view he considered strict equity would require a distinetiod 
to bedrawn between the relative calpability of the three classes of criminals 
who stand arraigned at the bar of Burope 

Amongst these, the guilt of those "Turkish magistrates and officers 

hy or connivance intensified the horror of what it was theif 
duty to have prevented must ever remain pre-emin 

‘The second place in the hierarchy of crime may safely be reserved f0F 
the Moslems of Damancus, who in cold blood, without eause of quarrel, atid 
fore one word of dofiance had passed front one side or the other, rose UP 

walls of the town where they had been bred toethets 
Uunolfending fellow-eitizens. A somewhat broadet 
i), however, separates the case of the Druses from that of their 
jovintes in tho first place the excessea they committed! proceeded out 
vil war into which they were provoked! hy their Christian antagonistt 
vory much against theit will. A year ago Lond Dulferin happened to be 
in the country. At that time it wax in its normal state. ‘The affair of 
Beit Miri had just occurred, Public attention was directed to the relations 
exinting betseon the Druses and the Maronites, and a general fecling 
prevailed that a dotormination existed upon the part of the latter to dire 
their enemiox out of the Lebanon, Now civil war ix at all times an abowil 
able crime: in thia countey ite wickedness ik aggravated by the savage 
tanner in which it is conducted. ‘Tho Deusen therefore, are undoubtedly 
culpable for having engaged in it at all, but to this degree their guilt 
shared, and oven aurpaned, by their antagooints, ‘There ix a pointe 
howover, at which the crimioality of the Druxes assumes auch terri 
proportions ax renders it difficult for our indignation to cooxider the eireaste 
tances which provoked it. Even Justice may he exeased if she recal 
from the elfort which it must cost her to « plea can be pik 
forward in palliation of auch unimaginable butcheries, Nevortheleat 
considerations of xome importance must still be permitted to arrest he 
deacouding It i to bo romembered that thie ina 
conntry of 
tribes whieh iahabit i 
the middlo ages of Europe. 
all alike, that when the * deen ™ 1 foud exints it ix allowable to slay 
Your unarmed enemy, and every male belonging to his house, wheres 
you may find them. tn fact, beneath the full blaze of moxlern elvilizationy 
ive find in Syria habits of thought and practices prevailing for which the 
only historical parallel can be found in the books of Mosex. "That the 
Christians are not to be exempted,” continues the British Commissioners 
“from tho number of those subject to theve savage influences: cannot be 
pretended, —\ mere cursory perusal of the official accounts of the murders 
feuds, and wars whieh have teluged the Mountain with blood during the 
Inst twentyslive years proves too lamentably how little influence their religio® 
has had in mitigating the ferocity with which the traditional customs of 
the country have imbued them, ‘The er et in which they have 
taken advantage of the first opportunity afforded them to massacre ok 
men, womer, and ehildlrea, even since we ourselves have been in the 
‘country, conlirms, in only too melancholy x mann y 
‘ruth, therefore, requires it to be recortled that even in co 
such fearful enormities ax have juxtly called down upc 
indignation of the civilized world, the Deuses only carried 
exceurive degree that policy of extermination with which at the co 
‘mont of the quarrel they bad been threatened by their vietions. 

“To what degree the punishment due to crimes themselves. without 
excuse ought to be alfected by the immunity sometimes required for thes 
fon the score of immemorial usage, is another question. 

“In some of the most civilized countries of Europe, customs alike 
hateful to philosophy and religion remain unpunishable by law a! 


‘uncensured by society ; while 30 great is the allowance it is sometimes 
found necessary to make for the perversity of human nature that the 
solficey of civilized States are oceasionally suffered vo inflict with impunity 
‘on the unoffending wowen of a city taken by assault, horrors equalling ia 
brutality those committed by the Druses during” the intoxteation of 
triumph and revenge. 

Be that as it may, strict equity would seem to require that in 
estimating the moral guilt of these uobappy persons, the standard of 
European civilization is not altogethor applicable. Sonic allowance must 
Ibe made for the force of circumstances. and of tradition. ‘To 
what degree these considerations ought to influes xcellency it is 
not for me to say. 

* With him alone reste the responsibility of determining the point at 
which Mercy may be permitted to stay the sword of the avenger. 1 would 
merely observe that ster, spewy, impartial justice is ofteatiacs the moxt 
humane remedy which can be applied to troubles auch ax those with which 
Weare called upon to deal, and that on this occaxion auch a xignat example 
‘should be given as shall for ever convince these Lebavion tribes that from 
henceforth, neither the Sultan's Government one Kurope will permit 
repetition of similar atrocities.” 

‘Lord Dufferin further remarked, in opposition to x proposal made by 
ove of his colleagues, that it wouk! be unsafe ta allow ourselves to be 
guided, in the adjustment of the degree of chastisement to be exacted, by 
Any political consid 

U Que justice se faswe sans arriere-pensée 


ee 


Tuclosure 3 in No. 252. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Begrout, Novenber 13, 1860. 
TL HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Kxcollone 
information, copy of the Protocol of the eighth sitting of the Sy 


Commission. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 262, 


Protocol of the Eighth Meeting of the Syrion Commission, held at Beyrot, 
‘November 2, 1860. 


LE Vendredi, deux Novembre, mil huit cent soixante, tous les Com 
missaires étant rivois & Beyrout, sour Ix présidence do son Exeallence 
Fuad Pacha, la séance est ouverte 4 trois heures, Le procts-verbal de 
Ta séance précédente est In et adopts 

‘Avant d'entrer, conformément & Tordro do jour, da 

wuestion des indemnités, Je Président rappelle ‘A. la Commixsion te di 
jd exprimé par lui quo dex délégués soient désigaés at envoys sur fen 
liters points He la Montagne, afin do veiller & Vexécution des mesures 
prises par le Gouvernement pour la reconstraction des villages. Dans 
Auelques localité, Jes habitants empoient A Wautees, panes Fargent 
qui tur a été distribud. Tl importe de faire cesser ou. de prévenir ect état 
de choses. Pour la ville de Zableh notamment, Evad Pacha se déclare 
pret ordonner le paiement dle I, seme qui a tl fixée, mais il niclame 
Je concours de ta Commission  Velfet de controler Vemploi de la dite 
somme. les délégués quit n'ont pas 
our les; ui 0’ 
2 arlrosgera ait Général de 
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au sujet de In question traitée dans Ia précédente séance. Soumettre & 
MEurope les exigences fnanciéres de la situation, suivant les indication 
du Plinipotentiaire Ottoman, Jui parait étre un moyen ineflicace, de 'emplot 
duquel résulterait une grande perte de temps. Il s'agit de'se procurer 
des fonds, sans le moindre retard, pour satisfaire A des nécessités urgenten. 
Ces fonds, on pout les trouver dans fe pays, Damas est une ville riche qui 
renferme beaucoup de capita: plusieurs des Chefs Druses possédent des 
fortunes considérables ; la ville de Saida ne doit pas non plus etre épargnée. 
Qu'un impbt do 100,000,000 piastres soit levé sur Damas, Saida, et In 
Montagne Druse; que le dit impot soit convenablement reparti entre ces 
trois centros de populatan, et nement aura d sa disposition Ja 
somme méme quo Ie Piénijotentiaire Ottoman jugerait nécessaire, 000 
pour inclemnixer toutes les pertes, maia pour attéauer les maux des 
éviene Cotte mesure, dont il rate a ddterminer lo mode d'exécution, 
uruit aussi Tavantago de faire découvrir, xuivant toute apparence, ui 
rane parte des a ry . 
Fuad Pacha répond que fa ville de Damas, ainsi qu’il en a ddja donne 
Vaswurance, nora frappée dune contribution extraordinaire, ‘aa i dat 
ttendre de Constantinople Ja réponse A un rapport qu'il @ adressé sur 

wiujot & non Gouvernement, Les biens qui apparticnnent aux condamnés 
‘ot quti wont séquesttés devront dtre employés, avec Jea fonda résultant de 

contribution extraordinaire, a indomniser los Chrétiens ; maix eomee le 
principe de Ia confiscation ext contraire & la régulation de i'Empire, 
trouvé, malgré M"étendue de sea pouvoirs, dans la nécemsité de cans 

nent ur Tadiission exceptionnelle de ce principe. Il attend Ia 


ui, serait de réaliser immédiatement lex foods 
nécesaires, Sans doute iy ades riches & Damas, maix leurs fortunes 
consistent en immeubles dont Vatiénation ne peut avoir lieu que lentement, 
Saida ext une ville sane importance, peu préx denuée de eapltaux. Quant 
4 Ja Montagne Drase, presque toutes lex propridtés y sont concentrées 
entre lew tains des Chefs ; tes habitants pour la plupart ne sopt en quelque 


norte que des tenanciors et ne possédent & peu pris rien, La mesure 
inviqude par le Compriseaire Proasien serait done eficilement applicable, 
et le montant de Timpdt, hors de proportion avec lex remourcex locale, 
pourrait dre peryu que dans un long espace de temps. 

Le Commissalre ‘Frangais appuie.la motion de M de Rehfues 1 
ent davis que Vimpbt A exigor de la ville de Dainax peut otre cousidéré 
commie une contribution de guerre, A percevolr dans a trix court délai. 
Comparant Damax 4 une ville firise dlaxsaut, il ne doute pa 
bonne part de la contribution dont a parlé le Commixxaire Prussier 
rianie sor lo champ, si Yon emploie Ja contrainte. Un certain nombre 
tages, choinin parml les habitants les plus riches et les plus influenta, 
tant chirgés, avee Lappale dela force publique, exéeuter eux-memes une 
mesure dont jis seraient responsables, parviendeaient bientbt & fournir la 
rmye demandde, Ko eas dinexécution dans le terme prencrt, les biens 
d ges deviendrait Ja propridts de ‘ow plutét dex Chritiens 
a vgs deviencrait ln propeits de tat, ov plutat dex Chrétiens qui 

cs Commissaires de Grande Bretagne, de Russie, et d'Auteiche 

nt wuccewslvement la parole, et x'oxpriment dans le méme sens que 
le préopinant. Ils sont également favorables & la proposition de M. de 
Rehfues, et eroient qu'il est possible de la mettre en pratique. M. de 
Weekbecker ajoute que los villages xitués aux environs de Damas devraient 
‘tee compris dans la mesure dont cette ville nerait objet. 

Foatt Pacha repite que aur le principe il est d'accord avec les Com- 
missaires ; il ne différe que sur le more d'exéeution. Les bieas des prin 
cipaux notables de Damas sont déji salsis, en vertu des jugements 
récomment prononcés contre eux, "Tous lex membres de ancien Conseil 
ayant été enyoyés eo exit, un Comité d'Adminintration a été provisoirement 
Forni, et se compose hommes sans influence. dont plusicurs ont renda 
dex services, ov sont étrangers & Ia ville. On ne pourrait dove pas 8° 
servir de ce Comité, ni a plus forte raison rendre responsables ceux qui €® 
font partie, Lea riches. A lee tour, pourraient étre contraints A payers 
mais ils se déclareraiont impuissants 4 faire payer lex autres. s 

Lond Dutferin dit que les Chefs de Quartier, connaissant ies ressources 
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de chacun, seraient & méme de faire contribuer chaque famille suivant 
+¥es moyens. 

M. Novikow est d’avis que les Commissions actuellement employées 
au désarmement pourraient aussi étre chargées de la perception de 
Vimpét extraordinaire. Il voudrait en oatre que la responsabilité 10t 
Farag’ cotre les notables de coos les quarties. Dracconl ave M.de 

ues, il pense que la contribution dont serait frappée Ia ville de Damas 
Aurait pour effet de faire reparaltre les objets volée, et notamment le 
Produit du pillage des couvents et des Gglises. Il’ ajoute que cette 
wiverte pourrait etre facilité par les révélations des Chefs Druses 
‘Actuellement emprisoonées a Beyrout. 

Foad Pacha renoavelle les objections de forme qu’il a déjd opposées 
faux divers membres dle la at aux objets volés, dit-i}, on 
en a déjd retrouyé an certain nombre, et plyaicurs mosqudes de Damas en 
sink remplies. 

Dans Vintervallo des deux séances, il so propose de consultor quelques 
uns des anciens employés Chrétiens do H'adminiatration fina de li 
Province, afin dedéterminer te mode do ont auguel ilievra sarrétor, 
et le réaultat de ses recherches mera c qué par lui A ln Commixtion. 

Lord Dufferin présente une motion relative 4 Ja fixation du chiffre dew 
indemnités, Pour arriver A une juste appréciation dos portes mubies par les 
Chriticns, conformément au texte des instenctions identiques, Il propose 
ex collegues d'etablir un Comité Européen, pour prononcer comme arbites 
dans lee réclamations prénentées par les Chritions la Porte. Comme 
Cost probable que cea réclamations seront trix exagérées, il pense qu'il 
serait dans Vinterot du Gouvernement Ture de recourie & Fassintanes d'un 
jpareil corps. Dans les cus ofi lex sentences renddues par lui no contonteraient 
Far ls inven il serait ncomaire que les membres composant cette 

minission fuaxont dex hommes dont Vintégrité, lo discervement, et 
Phabitudo dos atfaires offrixscnt uve garantie suffisante & une décision non 
seulement imparticlle mais intelligente, a devraicnt xe livrer A ce travail 
fe plutot possible avant que lex traces dex désastres n'eussent dt6 effueds, 

Cette proponition admixe en thase général par tous lox Commisaaires, 
donne Tiew 4 une longue discussion quant aux détails qui s'y rattachent, 

Faad Pacha expose ta combinaison evivanto, comme devant, selon 
Jai, simaplifier le travail d'évaluation, Un Con.ité, nommé par le Gouverne- 
ment, mais dont uno partic des membres auraient été désignés par les 
Chrétiens, sorait chargé d'examinor lex demandes d'indemoité. 1 admet 
0 principe Vinstitution d'one Commission d'Arbitrage pour rendre 

Jecasod il y aurait an désaccort entre les membres 
do Comité, ou entre lo Comité et le réclamant, Mais il pense qa'avant do 
prendre one détermination sur le mode do participation de Ia Commissi 
Ala question des indemoités, on doit consviter les inxtructiony collectives 
Hex Comminsairen. 

Fund Pacha, invité par la Commision & nédiger uw projot relatif'au 
mode de fixation dex indemoités, wengage A présenter co projet dans ta 
Conférence nuivante. E 

La agance eat levée & cing heures ot demic, 


(Suivent Jes signatures.) 


Inclosure 5 in No, 252, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, November 14, 1800. 
L HAVE. the honour to inform your Excelleney that having observed 
a slig! ‘on the part of M. Uéclard to dissent from the vinws T 
folt it my duty to submit to my colleagues on the occasion of the 
meeting of the Commission, I determined to wait upon that gentlema 
the hopes of being able to bring about @ more complete eoinesdence in our 
Views before the adjourned discussion on the “ interpellation  T hat 
addressed to Fuad Pasha was renewed, a 
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I commenced the conversation by stating that it would be a great 
source of reyrret to me should any difference of opinion between M. Béclart 
and myself intorrupt the perfect unanimity of sentiment which had hitherl® 

evailed between us; that not oaly would it be a personal satisfaction 0 

self to agree with him on allo ccasions, but that I felt convinced that 
it was the desire of my Government that we should act as far as possible 
in concert; that perhaps an apparent disaccord might vanish in the 
presenice of mutual explanations ; aad that I had accordingly brought for 
his perusal a précis of the laoguage 1 had held on the previous evening 
in onder to afford him an opportunity of more imaturely considering the 
‘opinions 1 had expressed y 

Nothing could have beon more conciliatory than the manner in whieh 
M. Béclard met this advance upon my part; and I would wish to take this 
‘opportunity of informing your Excellency how sensible 1 am of my g% 
fortune in having obtained auch a person ax M. Béclard for my colleague: 
It is impossible not to entertain the greatest rewpect for bix judgment, 
intelligence, and sincerity of purpose; and I have every reason to hope 
that che friendly feelings which have arisen between us will long survive 
the d auauce of ou official relations. After reading throngh the 
fee, had prosoated to him, copy of which I have tranamitted 1 your 

Excellency in my previous dexpateb of yesterday's date, M. Béclard asked 
Ine what were the motives which inspired the language I had held. ‘To 
this [ replied, that they were very simple ouex that he must not 
I wax actuated by any arritre:pensée when 1 brought to, the notice of my 
colleagues the considerations which in my opinion mitigated to some 
extent the moral culpability of the Druses, or that I extenuated their fault 
with any desire hereafter to elaim on their bebalf the privilege of retaini 
their Kaimakamship ayer the Mixed districts. On the contrary, that 
was my great deaire to ee these people properly punished : that it was of 
that account I hal pressed the subjeet on Fuad Pasha's attention, bat 
that having taken upon myself so hateful a respooxibility, it was bub 
nataral I ahould uso every precaution to guard myself againgt any 
misapprehension existing ax to the sense in which [made the requisition 
that T misteusted the Government, who would, pechaps, consider 
m to their reputation for energy cheaply purchased by a not too 

yy measured effusion of Druse blood: and that, above all things, 1 wax 
profoundly convinced of the force of the considerations which might be 
‘ddueed in palliation of their crimen. 

T thon proceeded to insist, with the greatest earnestness, on the 
various points in their favour which I have already submitted to. yout 
Excellency, more expecially enlarging on tho fnet that they had beet 
threatenod with extermination by the Christians on the one hand, aud 
‘imulated Wo the most age resistance by their own Government on the 

ther, 

tn conclusion, T remarked to M. Béclard that it was out of our power 
to weparate the Druses from the Maronites; that, do what we could, they 
‘were destined to live together in the clase intimacy of village life thal, 
therefore. i€ was of the mont vital necessity to heal these intestine troubles 
with as little delay as possible; and that when once the duc measure of 

wwniahment shall have been exacted, it woold be in the interest 
y and justice that an amnesty should be proclaimed, 

"To this laxt premise and its conclusion ML Baclard seemed very muck 
inclined to object; and from an observation he let drop during a subse 
went part of the conversation, it is evident he considers the expulsion 

the Druses from the Mountain esseatial to his plan for its settlement, 

Ax the disintegration of the Mixed districts would appear to those 
unacquainted with ‘the country the most obvious mode of preventing & 
collision between the tribes that compoxe thom, I would wish to take «his 

ity of atating (0 your Excellency what are the reasons which 
ch a. process quite inapplicable tthe present occasion, 


In the first place, Iam decidedly of opinion that, asa general rule, 
when you have to deal with a large popalation, differing in their reli 
opinions, but perfectly assimilated in language, manners, and habits of 
thought, the principle of fusion rather than that of separation is the om 
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to be adopted. Religious belief ought not to be converted into a geogra- 
Pical expression, and a wise Government would insist upon the various 
Subject sects subordinating their polemical to their civil relations with 
ve another. But apart from these larger considerations are others which 
June the deportation of the Droses from the Mountain quite imprac- 
ticable, In the first place, the operation could only be effected by force, 
Aud would entail an enormous amount of hardship and suffering. Should 
the Druses of the Lebanon be compelled to emigrate, they would naturally 
Join their brethrea in the Hauran, and the result would be, the concentra 
tion of a numerous and warlike tribe within a district that completely 
‘ommands Damascus, and the plains, which not only supply that it 
the Lebanon itself with corn. The Porte, therefore, would have every 
Right to object to an arrangement which in tts conseq ences woold exten 
far beyond the limits within which our task of reorganieation is to be 
conducted. If a more limited operation in resorted to, and the Druse and 
Christian inhabitants are invited to aggregate themselves into distinet 
bodies, the one towards the North the other towards the South, in ten 
Yours’ time their matual inclination to coalesce would probably: result in 
4 intimate an intormixture ax that which existe at present 

In fact, before arriving at any conclusion on this xubject, three things 
aust be clearly understood: first, that the indisposition to assimilate 
between the Druses and Christians is pot by any means so great aw that 
between Christians and Moslems; secondly, that their fends are not 
Feligious but tribe wars; and thirdly, that their social interests ara 

ntical 

It is the universal opinion of every person whose experience of the 
fountry entitles him to entertain one, that, if a tolerable Government 
existed, and n0 sinister indueace wore allowed toengender discord between 
thom, the Druse and Christian populations would be inclined to live in 


the two nations, when a 

Il, -be the only remedy we had at 

Sur disposal; and I left with the conviction that at our next meetin 

M. Béclard would be prepared to admit that, when once the most guilty 

Shall havo been daly punished, a fall amnesty may be safely accorded to 
remainder of the nation, 

Nevertheless, atthe conclusion of our conversation an expresion 
‘ropped from my colleague which more than contirme my opinion aa to 
the feelings with which the French Government regards the Druse nation, 
“Copendant ile sont bien gonant, cox Deuses,” maid M. Béelard: and, 
“when the Lebanon ix erected into a Christian Principality, measures 
uxt be foand to induce them to emigrate.” Ax, however, thix remark 
was coonected with the plan which the Freuch Commissioner intimated he 
Was prepared to propose for the fature settlement of the Lebanon, I shall 

wave occasion to refer to it in a subsequent despatch. 1 will’ merely 
Shuerve, for the present, that, although their right to govern the Mixed 
listricts must be considered to have been forleited by the Druses ax a 
Nation, it cannot be pretended that it consequently lapses into the hands 
f their Christian dependents, Such a change would only perpetuate the 
tile of the present system. A particular tribe having proved. itself unfit 
to exercise ‘an exceptional autonomy, it, natarally passes into the same 

tegory as is occupied by any other subject race, and the privileges with 
Which it had been tuvested revert to the Crown. “The Druse Karmakat- 
abip being abolished, the authority of the Sultan at once extends iteelf 
ver the vacated jurisdiction. 

Thave, &e- 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 252, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, November 
{ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency 
information, copy of the Protocol of the ninth sitting of the Syriatt 
Comission 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


Inclosure 7 in No. 25% 


Protocnt of the Ninth Meeting of the Syrian Commisrion, held at Beyranty 
November 10, 1360, 


LE Samedi, dix Novembre, mil huit cont soixante, tous tes Commite 
sairos (tant réunik & Beyrout, sous In prévidenee de son Exeelleace F 
hia, la xGaice ext auverte A deax heures et devnie, 
orbal eat 1a et adopt, aprés quelquex modifications. 
invaire Russe appelle lattention de la Commixion sar 
actuel de Daman et des réfugiés Damascains. Cet état est loin d'etre 
ssatisfalsant. Les mosures d’urgence déerétées en principe, telles que 
lovde, aur in ville de Damas, d'uge contribution dovt te montant seralt 
alfecté & In reconstruction des maixons Chrétiennes et au paiement due 
A-compte sut le montant des indomnités,reatenten auspens, Le désarmenent 
semble trainer en longuour, et lex villages cles environs qui ont. prix Une 
part active aux massacres We Daroas, paraissont, n'avoir pax été con 
Mans Fexéeution de cette mesure. Lensemble dle cex faite n'ont pas 
nature A rétablir {a conflance parmi lex Chrétions: aussi fe mouvement 
migration, loin de so ralentir, augmente-til chaque jour. Les efforts 
eradvérants do won Excellence Fuad Pacha ayant éhout jusqu’ici contre 
Cotte difficalté, il ext du devoir de la Commission de tui vonir en ai 
Main olle ne aaurnit Ie faire utilement, ni engager an reaponsabilité 0 et 
&gaed, avant davoir yo de wex propres yeux état aetucl des chores 
Danas. 
‘Pour toutes ces raisons, M. Novikow croit devoir renouveler ame 
motion dj faite par le Commissaire Francais, en proposant i la Comune 
on de ae transporter pour ‘quelques jours A Damas, Elle pourrait aiost 
‘Conntater I'6tendue des Jésastres qui oot frappé tant les nationaux tran, 
‘que lew Chrétions indigtnes, Ce voynge permettralt ¢izalement 
‘amroission de visitor, chemin faisant, une bonne partie de Ia Montages 
de conwolter, sur ley eux memes, lex bevoiny ot lea veux dee populations 
do réunie eotia les éléments qui lui sont ngeessaires pour Mlaboration da 
teavail relatif & la réorganisation da Liban. = 
‘Avant de atatuer sur Ja. proposition de M. Novikow, Lord Dafferit 
demande la permission Cadresser A non Excellence Fuad Pacha, aie 
interpellation dont le sujet ne rattache & In question du voyage de 
IE fant que la Commission se mette& consider an 


ys, nous Hous tronvOnK encore occupés de Ia partio Ia plus odieuse dF 
Pare tiche, IL uurde Ala Commuasitn dentrer ex posession dan dere 
plus priviligié, d'inaugurer une époque de conciliation et de paix, Mais 
[Fat'inutile de songer A la conciliation, tant que des mixérables, aux mals 
encore rouges du sang de leurs semblables, jouissent d'une immd! 
ontidre de toute punition. Pas un seul Druse coupable des massacres 1 
Chrétiens n'a encore subi It peine We mort. 

‘Son Excellence a expliqué ce délai par la nécessité d'assurer Farrestar 
tion de ceux qui étaient les -plas-compromis; cette observation était just 
maix une hésitation plus prolor dans Vexéeution dane punitt 


‘Complite et définitive, est tellement contraire aux intértt 
Thumanité, qui importe a la Commission de prier son Exed 
Nooo ben vows accorder une explication de es tention 
ances auxqueles nous ne pouvous pas toucic, avaient deainse cen deux 
Isibos A vivre ensemble. Ce délal, apporté A Texécution dex cot 
faitqv'envénimerta biessure, en maivtnnnnt d'un cot une halve lonsaoavie, 
St de autre Ia conscience d'une culpabilité dont Vexpiation nest pas 
core accomplic. Il ext do la dernitre importance que cet Glat ne 
prolonge davantage. Mais en Wo amseabilits. 
G0 ll vagit dune question Jo'vs st de sare Britaonigue 
Be vondrsit pas Se soupgonne de. requ ion déméanrde. 1 
are airtout qu'on puisse poscr cerinines limites ob Ia main vengerease 
de la josie poise warréier. ‘Dane cats ve, i acne uve disdnetion 
tre few trola classes de eriminels. aujourdhut ioculpés au tribunal 
Ghretionsé. De con trots dogrde de culpable i fant aaaiguer le prowion 
Tang aux offices Tares qut avaiout prétd Ia’ mai aux aieocéS quik 
Auraiont da prévenit. Apres ceux-el Viennent fox Musuloiane de Damas 
qui, sans querelle, sans provocation, s¢ sont rude sur leurs coneitoyens 
Inoffensifx, ot les ont paxsés au fil de Fépée, 
oi criteea des t tien Meneses ontrer pe une cal iMférente, 
ucte, quoique horribes, provenaeut dune guerre provoquee, pa 
Fes Chrdtiens, et metaleot que’ le fruit fatal daw f2editions eur poy, 
En <tudiant lex rapports officiols. dex luttes wanglanton et meurtridres 
Commises dans te Liban depus vingtcing ans, on ne peut éviter la convie. 
ue les préceptes de leur religion ont apports, ches lox Chrétions, hien 
Pew d'adoucissoment A ces usages barbares; et d'apriw la connaissance 
Personnello da pays dans une époqueantérieare A ces déaastres, lo Commin. 
Saire Britanniquo pout aifirmer que cette politique d'extermination que low 
ses ont adoptio, n’était que le développement d'un principe qu'au 
ommneacement de la querello ory victitee ton avnlont. menncés do" leur 
Appliquor, Dans ces circonstances, ce serait do Vinjuatioa «le voulolr poser 
type de la moralité Kuropéenne, comme mesure de la culpabilité d'un 
forps de paynanx ignorants qui n'ont (ait quiobiir aveugloment aux 
Bandats de leurs Chef ee Syrio Teapioe de guerte Nigitimo, de Yavin de 
ew cos tribox, Drase, Chrétionne et Arabe, ne pout t or an in 
Aue dans los livres de Motwo, i reve 
TH fant done faire la part de cen circonatancen traditionnelles, tout en 
Sxécutant une justice ample et aévore pour pouvoir mettre un terme A Ta 
Npitition de ces crimes, 

Fuad Pacha, en réponse & Ninterpellation de Lord Dufferin, renouvelle 
fabon! Vaswurance déja donnée a ll ane a répremion “worn aussi 
igoureuse, aussi exemplaire que piniblo, | Eo eotreerae particullire 

Bent les Druses, il n'a négligé ancune des mestires que les circonstances 
Wui indiqualent. " Lors de son arrivée eu a di abord se rendto a 
sa, of La itvation dea Chtieos rélansat iapérieusemect un préaence, 
rotour A Beyrout,il a pu occuper de la Montagne dont In pacification, 
ultant d'un prétenda Traité entre lex parties belligérantes, n'avait. pas 
Feconnue par oi Proclamation adronsGo aux Chefs Driven low a 
invités & vouir rendre compte de lour conduite. Quatorze dente'eux ont 
Hi A cette Diaccord avec be Com chef du Corps 
Expéditionaaire Krancaix, il scat ensuite décidé A parcourir militairement 
Districts Mixtes,” Cette ops a double but: elle se. 
texarre de repression) Gtait winaleatinge h favoriage 
Fétablisxement dex Chrétions dans leurs villages, C'eht été compro- 
Mette co dernier résultat que d'ouvrit les hostilités direetes contro le 

Des arrestations isolfes eu 
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mettre son projet  exéeution. Fuad Pacha ajoute que déja il s'est entendy 
tavec le Général de Beaufort, et qu'il compte se rendre personnellement 
‘lans la Montagne pour présider aux arrestations. Retenu & Beyrout pat 
la nécessité de poarvoir au remplacement da Commandant des troapes 
dans le Liban, it a di retarder son départ de quelques jours, mais il aura 
bientht le regret de se séparer momentanément de ses collagues. 

‘Quant aux fonctionnaires civils ou militaires qui ont manqué a leors 
devoirs, tels que les Commandants des garnisons de Hasbeya et 
Rasheya, ils ont été fusillés. Les antorités de Deir-el-Kamar n'ont pas 
encore subi la peine de mort, prononcée par le Conseil de Damas, parce 
qe Tears relations avec les Druses devaient donner lieu & une instruction 
Sipplimentaire, qui a fait ajourner leur exécution. De plus Kourel 
Pacha, Vasty Kfeodi, Ahmed Efendi, ‘Tabir Pacha, et autres, sont 
prisan, et leur procés est A peu prés terming. Outre les quatorze CI 
Bruses dont i'n déja é1é parté, une soixantaine Warrestations ont été 
opdrées dans cox deniers temps.” Cent soixante-dix individus envirom 
trodvont détenus A Beyrout. Bientht un certain nombre de jugements 
pourront Gtre rondus, et le Piénipotentiaire Ottoman déploiera, a cette 
Secasion, autant de sévérité quill Pa fait A Daman : 

Paisque cotte question a été soulevée, ajoute Faad Pacha, il y a liet 
pour la Commission de Tui donner son avis sur un point important. Bie 
que pls de mile condamnations alent 66 di prononcéen & Dames tes 

Jénanciations et les poursuites judiciaires n'oot pas cessé encore, 
rinulte de cet état dle choses une défiance et un antagonism entre Cheéthet 
St Munalmans, qui empéchent le retour de la sécurité ; mais, avec Pappa 
de Ia force militaire, le Gouvernement peat répoodre du maintica du 
ordee, Dao la Montague fa situation n'est paxla meme. Si Von parvient 
Ay arrdter A la fois tous les individus contre lesquels it existe lew dénod 

ions, et wilent décidé que, dans vn délai déterming, parcillen dénom 
Cations ne seront plas admises, on peut arriver bientOt an rétablissemelit 
dela tranquillité Cest précisénvent A ce sujet qu'il eroit devoir cooxulteF 
ses colldyzua. 

‘Le Commissaire Autrichion dit avoir compris que Lord Dufferin, dant 
non divcours, prétendait dtablir une diffrence entre le crime de rébellions 
réwultant do fait de la guorre eivile A laquelle auraient prix part 
Maronites commo lex Druses, et les atrocités commises par les Draste 
yainquears. De cette distinction méme, réxnite la nécessité do. shu 
Tigourouxement contre lex Druxes. A sea yeux, coux-cl no méritent plas 
Tornom de nation, et ont perdu le droit d'exorcer uno part queleonga® 
Wautoritt 

Fuad Pacha ent davis quien Cout cas on ne peut assimiler Naffaire 3 
Liban celle de Damas. A Damas, ily acu Wn assaxsinat en 4 
ceowmis par lex Musulmans contre les Chrétions. Dans la Montagne, 08 
doit examinee wil y A en guerre civile ou xouliverent dex Druses contre 
Cheéticns. En cax de guerre civile, il reste A se demander quels ont 
oe agressours. Lex Drusex nc sauraient jamais tre absous des © 
dont ils ve sont rendax coupables; mais’ le fait do. provocation 
onatituer soit contre es, soit en lear favour, une circonatance nggravante 
ou atténuante, 

Uno discussion 'élave 4 ce propns entre les divers membres de We 
Commission; iL est _géniralement reconnu gue le fait de pro 
lune question sans importance, et & peo prix insoluble, atten 
difforcen toujours sur Ia date des premiers griefs. 

M. de Weekbecker penne que le xeul moyen elfienee de pacification 
consiate A rendre le Gouvernement Ottoman aussi fort que possible 06 
tonte ['étondue de won territoire, cest-a-dire, dans la Montagne com 
salleurs, 9 

Ties Comminsaires de France, de Prusse, et de Russie eroient deve 
faire es récervos contre cette optajon, qui diailleurs tovche aa. travall 
organisation, et nest paxapplicable  Vobjet dont on traite actuellement: 

Si. Wclard. répondant at passage du discours de Lord: Duiferia dab 


Iequel il a &t6 mentionné, dit qu’en effet ce n'est pas sans impatience Ait 
attend Te moment od la Commission pourra considérer comme close 
pphnso des poursuites et des cbitiments; c'est pourquoi il ne peut sew 
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de déplorer le peu de promptitade et d’énergie qu'on remarque aujounithui 
Mans larepreston. Ea procdant tot autroment & Damas, e Commissare 
Extraordiuaire de la Sublime Porte s’était attire de justes louanges, 
Depuix lors son action semble ralentie. Suivant la remarque de Lord 
Dufferin, pas un Druse n'a encore é€é puni. Lenquéte judiciaire 
ouverte a Beyrout. traine en longueur, et a pris récemment un earactére 
tel qu'on ne saurait en prévoir la fin. | Tout en motivant ainsi le vou 
qu'il avait formulé, le Commissaire Francais s'empresso de prondre acte de 
Tacommunieation faite par son Excellence Fuad Pacha relativement 
Druses. Puisque le temps est enfin venu de les frapper, it réclame 
répression vigoureuse contre des assassins qui se sont mis hors la loi 
@'est-icdire, au ban des nations. Sur ce dernier point, il eat heurenx de se 
trouver d'accord avec le Commissaite d'Autriche, Maia il n'admet pus In 
distinction faite par Lord Dufferin, Les satnes dle Deie-cKamars paw 
Plux que celles de Damas, ne pouvent s'appeler ane guerre civile, 

Me veliables boucherien’” gs 

M. Novikow rappelle que des sctnes semblables ont on liew A Rashoya 
eA Hasbeya. Une peat étre question de guerre civile dans lea atrocité 
‘commises par les Druses sur ces deax points. Elles n'ont ev pour cause 
déterminante que la soif du sang ot du pillage, et les coupables doivent otre 
scassés dans la eatégoriedes eriminels qui mér‘tent une punition tout aussi 
sdvire que les Musulmans de Damas, Coux des Chrétienx de I'AnticLibun 
qui ont pervécs aux massacres sont encore aujourd’hai en butte aux 
Inaultes dex Druses. 

Le Commisaaire Prassion croit devoir ramoner Vattention de ses 
collégues sur la motion présentée au début do Ia xéance par M. Novikow 
Torait qu'on effet le meilleur moyen de raxsurer lea Chrétiens de Daman ot 
de los empicher d'émigrer, serait que lx Commission so transportit 
Momentanément au milien deux cctte occasion M, de Rehfues 
donne lecture de quelques fragments Pune lettre 
Damas, qui indique les cannes du malaise actuel 

‘La motion do M. Novikow est mise en discussion, et donne Hew & un 
change d'avin differents, Tous les Commixaaires, sau sun Excellence Fuad 
Pacha et M.dle Weekbeckor, penreat que tn présence de la Commixsion & 
Damas est nécomaire, ot pout seule produire Peet désiré: et M. Béclard, 

slant Nobjection qui loi avait 6t6 faite dans Ye principe, voudrait 
quavant de partir pour Damas, 1a Commission o0t la xatiafaction d ‘avoir 
ohtenu quelques résultats sérier 

‘Lo Commissaire Francais donne lecture d'une supptique adrossée 
Ja Commission, nour la date du 7 Novembre, par toutes: Jex communautéx 
Chrétionnos de Damas. Dans cette aupplique, lex Chrétions xe «éclarent 
Prits 4 retourncr ches eux, ainsi qu'ils en ont regu Vordre, maix ade 
Eertaines conditions. L’une de ces conditions consiste dans Ta garnntie 

ticitent des Commixaaires 

|, Réclard, en achevant cette lecture, fait remarquer quo le document 
dont il s'ugit offre un caractire exceptionnel, ef ce senx—qu'il mane de la 
totalité dein population Chrétienne, reprixentée par les cing communautés 
los différents rites, 

Fad Pacha wélive coatre ta prétention des Chritiens de Daman 
obtenir une garantie que In Commission ne pout leur donor, ot qui 
indique de leur part une mébance profonde 4 Yégard du Gouvernement, 

e Commissaire Francais fait observer que cette méfiance nest: pas 
fans motifs, et que le Gouvernement a beaucoup i faire pour le dissiper. 
La demande de garantie des Chrétiens n'est pas non plis chose nouvelle, 
‘et on ne peat s'étonner qu’ils aient placé toutes leurs espyirances dans ta 
ollicitude dont ils se savent Pobjet le lx parte la Commission, 
| "Fuad Pacha répond qu'il se rend trés bien compte dex sentiments 
inspirés aux Chritiens par leurs malheurs ; mais il n'admet pax que sex 
Actes puissent etre mis en suspicion. Pour donner aux Chrétiens ta 
Confiance qui lear manque, il prendra encore, s'il lo faut, de nouvelles 
mesures, et cet eft il accucillera toujours avec ompressement les eonscils 
de ses collégues. En outrepassant cette limite, la Commission empiéterait 
Sur les droits de son Goavernement. 

‘M. Bécland dit qu'il ne pouvait se dispenser de faire parvenir A sa 
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lestination la supplique des Chrétiens de D: te quil é tout a 
eos de Damas, et qu'il a jugé tout a la 
fois plas Inyal et plus efficace de donner lecture de cette pidce en préset 
du Plénipotentiaire Ottoman. re ae 
Le Commissaire Prustien fait savoir que, 
fait savoir que, d'aprés sa correspondanesy 
Ja. aubivention. quotidienne do cinquante paras, allouge aux, Chivticns 08 
Dainax parle Gouvernement, leur ext payée irrégulidrement; ce qui constitue 
Héji un arriéré de vingt jours, 
Fund Pacha exprine Métonnement que Tui cause eette nouvelle, dont 
n'a ou aucune connaissance, et qui lui paral inesplcable. I prondra di 
M. de Rehfues insiste ie nouveau sur la né state 
rolativement Ala motion du Commissaire Russa, St cette motion weal 
pas adoptée, il eroirnit de son dovoir néanmoins de faire, persont 
te bit ink Damas, . 
Fuad Pacha se livre 4 de nouvelles critiques contre la dite motio 
dont i conteste Mutilitd, s Sie cs ee 
Tl est. décidé, sur ta demande dle M. Béclard, que la motion di 
Comnminaive Russe sera remise en discussion da Ta 
Le projet die Plénipotentiaire Ottoman, consist 
aapréa Tequcl Tox Chrstlens ‘ne. pourroaL 
Jes Druaen, ext approu ite 
wil Pacha anaonce qu'il eo ii 
n a'il comptait communiquer A la Commission 
sis a kearaex deja termminds, xe tivant Vengagement qu'il enavait pris, mals 
Jew dinewssions qui ont reinpli cette adance ne lal ont pas permis de le 
Le Commisaire Frangals interpelle Fuad Pac 
sprit’, Himpdt qu'on parait-wouloie exiger 
Crise Heyrout td ts 
savoir junqu’d quel point Ne 5 
‘igponitions da Hatti-Houmayoun, Me Bee 
cat apport 
i Sar lo retard apporté au paiement des 1,800 bourses ines 
aux habitants de Zahlé, aue le moataat dex 9,000 qul lear ont ex allow 
pour frais de reconstruction : wel ar oes ta 
Fund Pacha répond, quant A la seconde question, que lo paloment dé 
1,500 bourses avait été rotardé taute de garanthes, male que cox garantios 
st Gu oben dept rs. e paiement va avoir ie, 
want Mimpot militaire, i rappelle que cet impot a été établi 
emplacement de Vancien haratch, “On ne Vexige en te moment, que des 
Cheétions des loealités qui nont pax xouflort, et qui néanmoian n'ont rien 
payé depuix quatre ov cing ans. Il est juste que cette resource soit 
Pend an penne dex victimes, et «ailleurs, sur le montant dé 
arriérd, on ne demande qu'une seule anuuité; on ne eontente meme dl 
simple dveompte. = mamiey Sopa = 
Tan stance eat levée & six heures. 


(Guivent lex signa 


Inelosure 8 in No. 252, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer 


si 
Sin Beyrout, November 15, 1860, 
IN this despatch I propose to acquaint your Excellency with the 
outline of tho arrangements which T have reason to believe will bo submitted 
by the Fronch Commissioner to his colleagues for the settlement of the 
His scheme may be saitl to consist in the erection into an independent 
tian Prineipabity” of a considerable district, extending. from the 
northern extromity ofthe Lebasion to the River Leontes, and inclu. 
the wholo of the intermediate seaboard. ‘The ports of Tripoli 
Hoyrout, and Saida are to be recoguized as integral’ portions of the 


tmancipated territory, over which no semblance of Turkish jurisdiction is 
0 be allowed to preva 
Tn the course of tim 


Surrounded with difficulties, and every scheme must necessarily be s0 open 
to criticism, that the apparent obstacles in the way of its execution should 
Ro reason for not giving it our most serious covsideration, and that, 
refore, | should be quite willing to discuss such a proposal with himself 
And my colleagues, whenever he chose. ‘There wax 2 question, howover, 
Which I should wish to put: Did his plan presuppose the continuance of a 
ign occupation ? 

Yes," replied M, Béclard,” “for a few yours, certainly; but by an 

Army of no more than 10,000 of 12,000 men, compoed, if iL is necessary, 
‘ontingents from various European States.” 

* Such an arrangement,” I said, “ appears rather unnatural, and I fear 
the European Governments will hardly be prepared to entertain any plan 
Involving the permanent occupation of the country by a military force. 

forever,” 1 added, "would Turkey consent to auch a sacrifice? ‘The 
Marrender of the Lebanon and its ports is tantamount to the cession of 
Byrin. If we are in a position to ask the ono, would it not be botter to 
Sitend the benefits of our intervention to the whole Pro 
ith this the conversation terminates, 

Twill conclade this despatch by brieily recording the more obvious, 
Abd 1 aim afraid insuperable, objections to such a plan i= 

1. The Lebanon, under such circumstances, would become a mere 
fortress, garrisoned by the dependents of a foreign Power. 

2 ‘Tho ceasion of the three harbours by the Porte would plac 
pamescas ‘aod Syrin completely at the merey of the Power dominant in 

Lebanot 

& The permanent occupation of the country by a large foreign force 
isan inadmixaible arrangement. 

‘4. It is quite impossible to Gnd any native of sufficient intelligence, 
Hpteericy, au pre-eminence, to put at the head of the new adminixtrar 


“5. "The Christians of the Labanon are a savage barbarous tribe, quite 


ypable of governing themselves. The pri the aristocracy 
Are at thie moment at daggers drawn ; the poaxants of some of the pare 

laronite districts are in actual revolt against their feudal Chiefs, and the 

rouan itself has been the scene of continual crime, murder, and 
Outrage 

"The difficulties of reconciling the Greck community to a Maronite 

ination will probably be found insuperable, 

7 If the last objection was overcome by the pressure of present 
ireumstances, the Purks would endeavour hereafter to upset the arrange- 
‘putting the Grecks to the same uses tbey have lately put the 

‘and probably with the same sa ry results, 

S.'In atlempting to inclade the three ports, the Commissioners would 
ho excoeding the limits which have been assigned to them by their Govern 
Ment, 

9. ‘The plan, therefore, is either too extensive oF too incomplete, It 
Fequires an enormous sacrifice on the part of the Porte, while it extends 
the benefits derived from xuch a concession, to but an inconsiderable 
Portion of the Christian population of the province. 

"connection with thin last remark, T would desire more particularly 
fo call yout Excellency’s attention to the fact that M. Béelard, if 1 under- 
Flea fim aright, unlike the French Geveral, does not propose to include 

Hasbeya and the towns of Mount Hermon within the limits of his now 

He: ‘The reason of this is obvious: the inhabitants of al there places 
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iyeke4 consequently any extension f its territory in they 
vetion would introduce into the already sufficiently inconeraous 
constituency of the Lebanow an addition to the antieMaronite clement. 
Vet it seems hard that those villages which have suffered more thao aay 


others iw the late disturbances should be altogether excluded from Ui | 


benefits of European intervention. 
<._Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " DUFFRRIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
oclosure 9 ia No, 252. 


Lov Dufferin to Sir Hi Bulwer. 


Si, Beyrout, November 15, 1860. 
1 HAVE the honour to ioform your Excellency that there ix reeso®l 
tw beliovo tho Rus crests in this country, foresccing: te 
h thoy incur of finding themselves anddenly placed under 
f a Maronite ascendancy, have been, lately, buxy in dovisit 
to their own community & separate and independ 


les they will have to encounter in the realization of auch 
4 project will probably prave very great. Aw vet, the happiest contrivaNe@ 
which has occurred to the ingenuity of thelt ndvisers neem to be 
croation of a dixtinet Greco.Chrintian administration in the 
Lobanon, 

‘The Greek community ix the most numerous of any in Syria, ‘The 
Christian population of Damascux almost entirely belongs to the Greek 
Chureh. ‘Tho Christians of Haxhoya and Rasheva are ako Grech, while 
tho towns of Tripoli and Sidon, and che districts in their neighbourhoods 
are largely peopled by the same xoct. In the Lebanon: itself, howevety 


with the exeeption of certain Greck Christian village a 


itis to be remarked, assisted the Drusca), the population in. chiellf 
A In order to rectify this preponderanen of aoibers, 1 ale 
think au endeavour (x being made to extemporise « CG 
astitueney for the Mountain, m 
It ix well koown thot the Consul of the Klog of Greece hax beet 
encouraging the exodus from Damaseus, both by precept andl exacnpl 
an ic may be just posite that the amos chalking af doo which aif 
took placo in that city isa fuct not altogethor foreiga to auch a polidYs 
while the hea which hans been lnteely agitated of trassterring, the Cred 
popolation of Hasheya from Mount Hermon ta the Iebanoa woukt be 
petfeetly in accordance with the above presumption. Nevertheless, iti 
Impossible to trace, with any certainty, the sinuositien of Christian imtriga 
inthis country, Tconfex Fenn foresee nothing but failure in auy att 
to conatitutn separate and independent religious jurindictions over Syrite 
1 have already expressed to your Excellency that a union, and not & 
disintegration, of tho population in what we ought to encteavour to aceome 
plish. “he hateed which existe between Greek and Maronite, as mY 
Rusaian colleague hax himself informed me, is as bittor as any betwee 
Mavowite and Deuse. If tho Druse Kaimakatabip ix to be replaced DY 
Greek Patriarchate in. the Auti-Lebanoa, if such men ax’ Rishop Te 
are to direct the Councils of the Maronites, anc if it i stil to remaio the 
interest of the ‘Turk to pit one creed ayainnt the other, we shall. have 
affected Lut a stall improvement on the previous arrangement 
{do not know who.is the person whom ML Béelacd may have dist 
vered to be worthy of being crowned Grand Prince of the Lebnaon, bat 
can safely say, that among the native families not a single individ 
exists eho is fit to be trusted with the government of x village, FM 
c y Kaimakam. He talks uf nominating: 
provisionally, one Yusuf Kerami, a person educated by the Lazarists i 
possessed of some little energy; but, though supported by the Frenclr, It 
le probable bis appointment will cause great dissatisfaction among @ 
Maronite Sheikhs, who dread: his anti-foudal tendencies and despise his 


mean extraction. Yet I find, on inquiry, it is impossible to discover any 
‘one else who can pretend to compete with this man's modest qualitications, 
What chance, then, have wo of lighting on a person capable of directing 
the destinies of an independent State, or even of commanding for a da 
the obedience of his ill-assorted subjects. ‘To such an authority the Gree 
aterest would never submit. If, on the other hand, it were possible to 
ive to the Grecks a separate autonomy, there is every renson to suppose 
ity administration would be characterized by a corresponding impotenc 
‘and the result would be, the juxtaposition of two disorderly communities. 
between whom it would still remain the interest of the Turk to engender 
the bitterest animosity. ‘The sobering impressions caused by late events 
uce obliterated, their dormant rivalry would again burst. forth, and the 
Mountain must inevitably become the thratro of hae 
have, therefore, litle hesitation in saying that Turkials supremacy 

conditions 1 ventured to deseribe in my despateh of the Ath instac 
Would be a preferable arrangement to this sinister duality, 

T have, &e 
igvel) —' DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 
Incloaure 10 in No. 252, 


Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November V5, 1800. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that } have reason to 
Lelievo M. Béclurd catertaias a faiat expectation that the Yuset Keraml 
Twentioned in my last despatch may be worked up into a Prince of the 


may be looked upon ax the tool of Bixbop Tobia 
nd the Maronite clergy. His appointment to the Kaisakamship will 
Prove distasteful to the aristocratical portion of his own wation, while the 
Extension of his jurisdiction over the members of the Greek eomuaunity 
‘Would be considered by the Russian interest an intolerable indignity. 
From a conversation I had towlay with M, Novikow, it is very evident 
he dreads the mation of such a plan ax hax been devised by 
M, Béclard; but Fam not as yet prepared to say whether, if wnable to 
Sarry out his idea of an indepoadent Greok autonomy, it would be to the 
domination of the Turks ar to that of the Maronites’ he would prefer. to 
deliver over hix co-religionints.  Hontilo ax he in to the former, U think his 
horror of the Intter is still greater, and I ara decidedly of opinion that the 
Taterests of the Greck Church would be more gravely compromived by the 
¢reation of a Maronite Principality than by xuch a continuation of Turkish 
rule in Syria aa T have ventured to augizent 
In regard to the rearrangement of the Leb per, should our 
ours be xo cireumscribed, M, Novikow seemn to desire the execution, 
0 wamall scale, of hix more ambitions project, and it ix porsible ho may 
Contemplate the couversion of the Druse into a Greek Kaimakamship. 
At all events, it is protty certain Russia will not behold with pleasuro the 
undixpoted ascendancy of the Maronites in the Lebanon, 
Under these circumstances, | purpose to encourage the Frenchy and 
Russian Commissioners to urge their respective propositions, Should: it 
ome apparent that their views are irreconcileable, it might then bea 
‘ot unfitting opportunity to propose tho adoption of that plan which, to 
‘Tay mind, offers, with all its drawbacks, the least objectionable: solution oF 
the difficalty 
V have, Se. 
Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
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Toclosure 11 in No, 252, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 17, 

1 HAVE the satisfuction of being able to inform your Excellency 
that at the tenth sitting of the Commission it was unanimously admitted 
by my colleagues that ax soon asa due measure of punishment sh 
have been inflicted on the more notorious authors of the late massacres 
the Mountain, an amnesty shall be accorded to the Druse nation. 

M. Béclard: reserved to himself the right of hereafter recoramendiog 
that, in consideration of the atrocities they had committed, the Druses 
should be required to suffer in their political privileges. 

replied that by an amnesty 1 intended nothing more than that whea 
once the penalty shall have heen paid, all jodicial action against the 
Drues shall be discontinued, and the nation shall remain unmolested io 
their civil and social existence. After what has passed, it must be 
admitted that it will become a question as to whether they can be any. 
longer allowed to exercise political jurisdiction over Christian subjects of 
the Porte, 

T trust that your Excellency will not conaider that I have done wrong 
in thus conceding the possible necessity for abolishing the Druse Kaima- 
Kamship in the Mixed disteicts; F could not conscientiously have done 
otherwise, Although I consider the Drase nation more capable of self 
government than any other race in Syria; although they are undoubtedly 
& brave, industrious, and intelligent people, with a future still before 
thea; although their moral guilt on the present oceasion may be muck 
extenuated: and althongh interested motives. undoubtedly influence the 
condact of Franco, Ru et their position 
in auch a falno one, the erines they have committed are so atrocious, that 
had Leven thought it right to insist on the maintenance of their 
pendent Jarisiietion, such « pretension upon my part would have only. 
rouxed the indignation of all my colleaucs, embarraxsed my future action, 
and compromised that reputation for strict impartiality which Lam xue 
it in the desire of Her Majesty's Government T should endeavour to 


preserve. ie 
Gigued) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Tnclosure 12 in No, 252. 
Lord Dufferin so Sir H. Bulwer 


Sin, Beyrowt, November 18, 1860. 

HAVE the honour to inform your Exedlency that atthe lat siting 
of the Commission, @ plan originating with M. Outrey, the French Consul 
at Damascus, for the valuation of the lonses suxtained by the Christian 
inhabitants OF that city, was submitted to our consideration by 
M. Béclant, 

‘The principle of ML. Outeoy's acherne consists in the distribution of 
all the houses of the city into. diferent categories, according to. thei 
reputed size nd splendour. Each house will then become the relative 
standard, according to which the Joss in clothes, furniture, jewels, and 
other destructible property, porsexsed by its owner or occupier, will be 
ceatimnated 

"The amount of indemnification to be adjudged to the proprietor of 

‘one particular house having been axcertained, a similar sum will be 
apportioned to the owners or oceapiers of every other house in the same 
entegory. 
ML-Ontrey casiders that 1-250,000. sterling is a moderate estimate 
‘of the amount of compensation the Christians have a right to demand, 
‘und. he divides the habitations of the claimants into ten categories: each 
of these categories he hax assessed at a particular sum. 


‘Though, of course, some injustice must attend the application of this 
scheme, more especially’ as it affects the richer citizens, yet, on the whole, 
the uniformity of domestic existence among per 
so exact in the East, that when once you have arrived at an accurate 
otion of the moveable property in the possession of ono individual of a 
Irade or of a profession, you may safely reckon that his atyle of living 
did not differ much from that of others of his eraft, so that the adoption 
of M, Outrey’s principle will possibly prove a not unsatisfactory meanx of 
Assessing the amount of damages. 

{The only other plan would have been a specific examination of each 
fodividual claim; firstly, by a Mixed Native, and then by a Eu 
. This mode of proceeding would have involved an intermin- 
Able delay, and it is doubtho) whether, If we take. into account the 
disregard to troth by the Christians of this country, any greater accuracy 
estimation would have been obtained. 

‘As it ix, we may now hope that within ten dayk the Government will 

vo the advantage of being able to declare to the Christian inhabitants 
of Dawascus that each individual's Jou hax beon estimated by a process 
Which has been approved of by a European Commimion, and thax to 
Afford thom an unmistakeable assurance of their eventual compensation, 

AC the next sitting we are to consider bow the necessary sun is to be 
tained, It is to be hoped, in a great degree, by a heavy tax on the 
Moslems of Damascus. Such a measure would be a more effectual meane 
Of punixhing those wicked persons than even a further infliction of eapital 
Povishment. 

he Commission baving acceded to the principlo of M. Outrey’s plan, 
Setcposed:that; bafare:we gomusitved ourseltas! to the calcolations of & 
ingle individual, however intelligent or expert, it would he ailvinable, for 
Dor personal satisfaction, to teat their accuracy by reference to other 
Sources of information, ‘This proposal was agreed to, On the whole, 
however, I have little doubt M, Ovtrey's extimate is pretty juxt, [find 
that i¢ ie almost exactly corroborated by the opinion of Mr. Robson. 

Before concluding, 1 would wish to remark that an inelinat 
evinced by M. Novikow: to insist upon: the amount of the Jonse 

the Greek Reclosiantical Bs sleterinined by’ xops 

coem No very great fav sown to this propo 

fevertheloss, it ix to be remembered that’ the estimate submitted to 
fOnsideration was but an expression of M. Outrey's opinion: 

‘Now it so happens, all the convents and chureherin which the French 
Aare more (mediately intoreated, stich ax those of the Lazarists, Capucins, 
‘nd Monks of Terra Santa, fall under the protection of tho Capitulation, 
fund will therefore receive compensation through the direct intervention of 
tho Freach Governments consequently it is oot impossible M. Outrey 
tay have dealt a little hardly with the wative institutions of the same 
sori, moro capecially ax the Maronite community of Damavcus ix not 
bomeroo 

In recommending, therefore, my colleagues vot to pledge themselves 
to M. Oatrey’s figures without inquiry, 1 was anxious to give M. Novikow 

the case of hin co-religioninta. 
gine that a deaite to restore confidence at 
revent the furthor emigeation of members of tho Grok 
haw perhaps in some degree prompted the invention 
Of this expeditious mode of estimating the loos xustained by the citizens 
9f Damascus. 
T have, &e. 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 

















Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, 


Begrout, November 18, 1860. 


UMAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excetlency’s info 


mation, copy of a Synoptic Table, drawn up by Mr. Cy 


Grahas 


various schemes which have been devived for the solution of the 'S\ 


difficulty, together with the obj 
adoption of each one of them, 


ons which may be alleged against tht 


1 have,.&0 


(Signed) 


DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 14 ia No, 252. 


Synoptic Table of the various Schemen which have bern proposed for the futur 
Government of Syria and the Lebanon. 


Schemes, 


1, Syria an independent province 
under a foreign Prinee. 


2. Syria annexed to some xccond- 
rato uropean Power. 


3. Syrin a Vice-Royalty undor a 

native Christian Pringe, who ahould 

py, Bae yearly teibore to the 
‘rte. 


Objections 


1. Steong opposition on the part 
of the Porte, 

2. Dixputes would necossarily. 
rine in Europe ax to the person of 
whom the ehoice should fall 

a. He must neither be of the Lait 
nor of the Greek Church, 

4. Difficulty of Gnding an efficient 

5, His army for a certain numbet 
‘of years must be foreig 

culty of Gindig a wc 
ss wellac 


the East, to All the diffore 
the administration which 
necemity, devolve on foreigners. 

1. Opposition on the part of the 
Porte. =a 
2. Difficalty of deciding in Kea 
whieh Power. xbould be entrusted 

with such a ebarge, 

3 Doubtful whether any Powet 
except Spain would accept 
province, and this would be obviously 
objectionable to us 

4. Dangerous precedent, 

5. Would probably. alter a fee 
years lead.to break difficulties. 

1. Opposition at Stamboul 

2 His creed an almost insupe 
difficulty 

3. Impossible to find a man at all 
qualified for the post, 

4. Syrians not yet sufficiently 
advanced for self-government. 4 
5. Perpetual intrigueswbich woul 

be carried on by foreiga Powers. 

6. General corruption of bis em 


és. 
Total absence of patriotiom Of 


unity of action among his sabject® 
‘& Inability, without material 


4. Syria a Viee-Royalty under a 
Moslem Prince, tributary to the 
Porte. 
(a.) Supposing the Viceroy to bea 
urk. 


(4) Sappoxing the V 


the Emir Alx-el-Kaer, 


5. Re-annexation to Egypt. 


‘Phe rest 


f Syria remaining ax heretofore 
ment of the Porte, the Lebanon, with the ports of Tripoli and 


Objections, 


support from without, to keep order 
in his_provinee. 

9. Consequent necessity of sup. 
porting him with a foreign force 
which would have to remain pe 

in the country 
Some opposition at Stamboul. 

2 Difficulty with regard to the 
organization of his army. 

3. Difficulty of finding a competent 
man. 

4. Greater dificulty of fi 
efficient men to work under fi 

5, Danger: of his becoming the 
Agent of some great Power hostile to 
England, 

6. The question of fi 
some difficulty, 

7. The Moaloms would be inclined 
ph, feeling they had got 
mn Way. 
tho Toregoing objections, 

8. ‘The great fa 
Algerian Moslems and their hatred 
of the Christians. 

9. Abdeel-Kader being. still 

1 to his own country, influe 
night be brought to bei 
by Franee, which would 
though naturally adverse to her— 
her agent aud her slave, 

1, Miserable stato of finances in 
Egypt. 

2. Loeflicien 
roy of that coun 

3. Danger at all tines to England 
of Syria and Egypt being united 
under one rule, while the Sovereign 
ix Oriental—either Christian or 
Moslem, 

3, Behaviour of Said Pasha in 
particular does not tend to allay 
this feeling of danger. 


of the actual Views 


tho direct govern= 
ida, ne 


all the seaboard lying between these ports, tobe erected into a Principality — 


©. Under one Maronite Kaima- 
kam. 


1, No man can be found capable 
of governing the Kaimakamiyeh. 

2. Impossibility. of maintaining 
onder without foreign aid 

3, Monasteries and educational 
establishments would spring up all 
over the provines ; these would be 
supported by France, and tenanted 
and presided over by clever mon 
carefully sclected for the duty, who 
under cover of their profession as 
pastors and lnstructors of the people 














7. The same. arrangement being 
suppored, that the Maronites should 
have one Kaimakam and the Groeks 
another. 


Objections. 


woud seeretly carry out the am 
bitious poliey of France more effee- 
tually “han any Tay agents she 
could employ. 

4. Unlhir towards the Christians 
of the Greek rite, who would be 
perseeated under this arrangement, 
and thos the spirit of bigotry—ab 
all times rife in the East —would be 

ule more bitter even than it now 


‘The Druses would be so 
t they would cither be 
a to fight, or else be 

compelled to evacuate the Moani 

‘wud thos turned from their homes 

they woald be likely to viait on the 

unfortunate Christians of other parts 

the vengeance they would fait 
their Maronite tor 


6. Tho TurkishGovernment would 
lone no ‘opportunity of foment 
discords amongst the different tribes 
fod, sects 1a order, if pombie, 4a 
[Protluce a repetition of the scenes of 
{him your, abd to abow to" Europe 

the State she herxelf bas raised: 
no better governed than the 
Lebanon bad been onder the Ottor 

7. So in every case in the end 
farther intervention would be neces 

121 th propinal woce carried 
out France would be 1 INietreR 
orsyn 

9. The Christians from all parta 
of Syein would from the frst anit 
grate to the Lebanon, and thus the 
Fent of the country: would. be given 
up to the Moslem, i 

1. Difficulty as regards proper 


Groat jofluence France and 
would obtain in the Moun= 


Drosen would "be’ persceuted 
and driven away 

4. Intrigues of Turkish Govern 
mont, 

5. Foreign aupport necessary, 

6, Greek Christians in the rest of 
Palestine wonld complain how une 
fairly they had been dealt with, i 
not being included in the arrange 
ment. Rusaia would support thelr 
demands, 

7. Tho ascevdaney 
would became each yea 
these countries—she 
‘extablished a centee of 

8B Would be likely to cause 


Schemes 


§ The same things still being 
Supposed, that the present Druse 
Kaimakamiyeh be transferred to the 
charge of a Moslem Kaimakam 
under the orders of the Porte, while 


the Maronite Kaimakamiyeh remains 
As before. 


Objections, 


differences in all Asiatic Turkey, 
and no real benefit would accrue to 
the Christians by this move. 
1, The Christians would almost 
alleave the Moslem Kaimakamiyeh, 
2. This would at once give rise 
fresh disputes. 

3. The punishment would then 
fall’ on the sufferers from the late 
events, anid not on those who had 


‘caused the minchief, 

4, Bad effect on the minds of the 
Moslems, 

5. ‘Tho "Parkish officials thea 
would have ax great a scope as 
before for carrying on thelr in- 
trigues, 

6, Te would leave an open field for 
tho intrigues of France. 
ed) CYRIL C. GRATIAM. 

Beyrout, November 18, 1860. 


Incloxure 15 in No, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir I. Bulwer 


Sir, Beyrout, November 18, 1860, 
1 HAVE the honour ¥o transmit berewit, for. your Bxclloney's 
his 


information, copien of Tables communicated to the Commission by 
Kxcellency Fuad Pasha, which purport to give the anoual revenuos of the 
Departments of Damascur and of Saida. 
Your Excellency will perceive that there ix a great pratension to 
accuracy in these Tables. since not only have individual piastres boon 
ut the compiler has even. condescended. to par 
ination, however, many numerical errors will be detected, expecially 
‘Table 1, whore the xum-total of the revenues of the Department of 
Damascus ix laid down at 400,000 piastres more than the sum arrived at 
by the addition of the figures in the Table. 
On. the whole, there is an artificial appearance in those accounts 
which doo not inspire me with confidence. Nevertheless, the grand total 
185,000/. and 125,000/. reapectively indicated ax the anual revenue. of 
the two Departments in question may not be far from the truth, Under 
proper management five times this sum might be ob 


Thave, &e. a 
(Signed) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 

















Inclosure 16 in No. 252. 


‘Tableau (1)—Revenus Annuels de la Province de Damas. 




















‘Tableau @)—Revenus Annucls. de 
Tes Sanjaks de Beyroot, ‘Tri 
Kaimakamlyeh Druse et Chréti 


la Proviow aida, répartis entre 
oli, Lattakiah, Nablis, Akka, et les 
ne, daprés le Tableau suivant, 
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1a dite some rst eo hoarven tepriaesie = 
¥ sjouter lee Reveoon dn trict Soemalye de Fznoée 
Ua, den, Dotrcts de Haile ot” Sab ACMI we dame 

WSujk de AM anew 26 30517 


Toxal ee ESR eo 


Perceptions en nature de la Province de Saida. 








Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. (Received No 


(No. 2. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, November 18, 1860. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordships deapateh of the 

timo, I beg &> express my xcuxe of your Lordship's Kindness in 
Obtaining from Hix Royal Highness the General Commanding-in.chief an 
Aeosion of leave for L Colonel Barnaby 
reat! wot say thatthe receipt of this intelligonce gave mo very great 
pleasure. 

Colonel Burnaby hax made himself s0 very useful since he has beon in 
the country in assisting the peasantry to rebuild their villages—hiv 
‘herzy and expertness have done 40 much towards providing habitations 

those who would otherwixe od destitute of shelter, that it 
ino exaggeration to say many lives will have boon waved through hin 
exertions. 

Of this fet there ix no one more sensible than his Excellency Fuad 
Pasha, who ouly tho other day expressed to me his regret that the expira- 
tion of Colonel Burnaby's leave necessitated his return to England, 

With reapeet to that portion of your despateh in wbieh your Lordship 
fngtructs me to make both General de Beaufort and Colonel Burnaby 

derstand that his presence in Syria porsosses no official 

wer, T have the honour to tate that, ou hie arrival at 

Beyrout, Colonel Burnaby at onco informed had come hore 
merely for his own pleasure, and not iu any ¢ pacity, 

Yesterday, Cencral de Beaufort, when T mentioned the fuct that 
Colonel Burnaby's extension of leave would enable him to continue his 
Peaceful employ ment of re-roofing cottages, intimated bis great watinfac- 
ion at the circumstance; and after expressing hitwself in terma vory 
favourable to Colonel Burnaby, concluded by remarking what a fortunate 
chance it was that a mutual friend in England should have been the 
nicans of enabling him to make that olficer's acquaintanc 

Tn reply to a farther observation of my own, M. de Beaufort stated 
that hie was perfectly aware that Colone! Burnaby"s visit to this country 
Wax entirely unofficial 

Thaye, &e. 
igned) —” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
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No. 254. 


Wo, 11, Meer Freer to Lard J. Rusel—(Recived November 30) 
(No. 11), 
My Lord, Damascus, November 15, 1860. 

IN my report No. 9 of the 20th October, {had the honour to inclose 
‘communication from his Excellency Fuad Pasha, received as the mail 
was closing, to which I then stated I should revert at a future oppot= 


tunity. 

The soesmnunlcation roferred to contained a statement of the names of 
cortain prisonors of position sent to Heyrout: the charges alleged against 
them: and the scatence awarded, together with sundry remarke by Fuad 
Pasha on the latter points 

Pre-cminent among these was the She 
Sheikh of the great Menque of Damascus, 
this city ax/n principal, if not the chief, instigator of the fearful massacre 
o which so many of them fell vietims, and who, in their estimation, ov 
therefore to have been one of the firat criminals executed, I believe that 
all, or nearly all, the European agents colncided with the native Christians 
in this view not that either could produce distinet evidence in Court it 
proof of hix guilt, for a Christian date not, and a Moslom at the instanc® 
OF Christian would not, testify against & man of the Shelkh's position: 
Nevertheless, a general conviction provaited, that from the great veneration 
in which this man was held by all Moslems, and the powerful influence Be 
wielded among them, a geneval massacre fever could have been venta 
‘upon, without his consent or connivance having been previously obtal 

Fund Pasha hax constantly complained that he could procare 00 
ovidence aginst the Sheikh, Iti not hitherto known to what extent this 
haw boon either sougiit or obtained: yot T cannot bat think that the 
Sultan's Representative. elothed with the authority and intluence We 
undoubtedly” possesses, ought to have been able to. procure. testimon 
against a man whowe relations were, xo extensive and whose guilt wax a0 

Weraally credited, Where a Chriatian ix to xulfor by the evidence, ther 
is n0 dearth of Mussulman witnesses io Damascox. 

After having heen kept. in. semi.co for upwards of two: 
months—submitted oecasionally to a desultory kind of examination, with 
ut eliciting anything of importance, ax wax constantly assertext—-Sheiblt 
Abdullah aid hix companions were suddenly condemned, during & passiog 
Visit of Fuad Pasha to Damascus, at a time whea European agents. were 
making efforts to wocure the punishment of at least the Sheikh. 

Fuiad Pasa appears to have departed from his usual course on this 
‘occasion, nnd himself condemned and sentenced these persona ax he AaY'% 
* Fai copendant condarnné,”" Se. Hitherto, he had always left that duty &® 
the Extenordinary "Tribund, and when pressed rogarding the punishment 
of prisoners, invariably replied that whatever sentence the Tribunal might 
Pronounce, it would be his duty and his wish to carry out. 

Ie haw long been a general opinion here, that Fuad Pasha himself, i 
effect, represented the Tribunal, and that the Court condemned those aloae 
who, after belng submitted to his Excellency's preliminary examination. 
wore by him intendet to be condonined. His own treatment of the accused, 
in the present instance, notwithstanding. ax he continues to assert, the 
absence of serious evidence against them, gives colour to much a suppost- 
tion, and leaves room for rogret that the sane promplitade and summary 
procedure wax not adopted Ga hie first arrival here, My « 

is power anc! opportinhities is such, that I feel constrained to attr 

him, with fow extenuating circumstances, the blame of the inetficacious 
‘and’ inadequate punishment hitherto inlficted ou the murderers 
Damascus. 


Ih Abdallah-el-Halibi, principal 
regaried by the Christians of 


to question, settling none effectually, white those entered upon are brought 
toa species of simulative termination, which renders it difficult for am¥ 
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European or other authority to reopen them hereafter, ‘This remark 
Specially applies to the mode in which the questions arising out of the 
ascus and other massacres have been treated. 
‘The strict secresy maintained by the public functionaries, apparently 
order of Faad Pasha, although not himself uncommunicative, bas 
Tendered it almost impossible to obtain any information in bis absence, 
Until it has been too late for interference. His Excellency having now 
taken his seat in the European Commission at Beyrout, will, without 
bt, be required to adopt a more systematic and effectual course of 
action 
In this city all arrests connected with the late massacres have ceased, 
4nd the authorities manifest a disinclination to entertain accusations occa- 
uilly made by Christians against individuals whom they recognize ax 
ing robbed them, or having been engaged in the massacre. ‘The Local 
Government itself is utterly effete; the Governor Mohammer Pasha, to 
Whase inefficiency I have repeatedly had occasion to rofer, not having ‘yet 
m removed, Hor, s0 far ax Tam aware, haw any one been dofinithvely 
Tamed as his successor. It is of the mast vital consequence {0 thin 
Frpric that the authorities at Constantinople should spate, no pains to 
a trustworthy and active man for this post; Damascus having now, 
More than ever, become a centre from which inducnees for good or evil wil 
Apreadd over the greater portion of Syria. 
A measure of general disarmament was announced for the city, some 
‘weeks ago, and an attempt 40 carry it out hax met with but xeanty 
Muccess. ‘The people having become aware of the intention, scereted their 
Yaluable, and delive sclese weapons. It is calculated that the 
abitants possoss 40,000 stand of arms ; 1,040 only have been surrenstered, 
500 of which wore taken from a dealer in arms, ‘Throats of fine and 
Wiprivonment have been held out against the recusants, but neither have 
forced. 
‘The troops in the Pashatic are atill cantoned in the various villayon 
Along: the line from Damascus to the Hauran, whence patrols are kept up, 
ral tranquillity. ax well ax to search for plunder, or 
y Iuive sought security for themselves and their booty, 
faken from Damascoxor Lebanon, among the more secluded villages, The 
“ommander-in-chief xtill maintains his head-quarters at Daraaxcux. 
During the comparative inaction of the army, I have been employing 
Myself. in connection with Lord Dulferin, in poshing forward the repairs of 
the villages of the Anti-Lebanon, burned or otherwise destroyed during 
the late outbreak, ax well ax in. procuring bedding and other covering for 
ir inhabitants, measures rendered urgent by the approach of the 
inclement seaxor 
Tam now proceeding to Hasbeya and Rashoya, principal outposts of 
the army, whero there ix yet much to be dono to re-establish tho scattered 
Thristian inhabitants; whence I join Fund Pasha in the Lebanon, to which 
Point he is shortly aboot to proceed from Neyrout, for the parpose of 
Taking sundry arrests among the Druscs, 
T have, 6 
(Signed) AL 





No. 255. 


Lord J. Russell to Lard Dufferin. 


(No. 33. Confidential.) 
My Lord, 
I HAVE to inform your Lordship that 1 approve of the st 


Foreign Office, December |, 1860. 
whieh 
¥94 took to place yourself on a confidential footing with your Pru 
Solleague M.cle Rehfaes, and the langaage you held to him on the Syrian 
weston, as reported in your despatch to Sir H, Bulwer of the 16th ultimo, 


























8 
of which you sent me a copy in your confidential report No.26 ofthe 6th 
ultimo, 


Tam, &. 
‘J. RUSSELL: 





Lord J, Rusvell o Lord Dufferin, 
(No. 31) a“ 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 1, 186 

LUAVE to acquaint your Lordship that | entirely approve of the 
course which the eighth siting of the Syrian Commissiog 
as reported to Sir EL. Bulwer of the 13th ultimo, 
that T agree in your obsorvations as stated in the interpellation which 
you addrewed t Fuad Pasha with regard to the punishment of thom 
‘connected with the mantacros in Syria, 

Lam, &e. 

Bigned) J. RUSSELL. 





No, 257 
Lord J, Russell to Laovd Dufferin. 

(No. 35.) is 

My Lord, Foreign Office, December 1, 1860, 

1 HAVE (o atate to your Lordihip that Lconour in the rena 
which you made to M. Béclaed with a view of producing an agreement 
your views, ax reported in yoor deapatch to Sir Henry Bulwer of the 1th 
‘ultimo. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL 





No, 258. 


Lord J. Russell to Lora Dufferin, 
(No. 364) = 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December \, 1860. 

WITH reference to your despatch to Sir Heary Bulwer of the 1th 
ultimo, reporting the nature of the French Commixsioner’s achome: for the 
cotloneal of tbe Mountain, [have to acquaint you that M. Béclard’s plae 
i inadminaible, 

T have t instruct you to report to me the number of Maronite and 
(Greek Chrlatiann in the betangne nt meer Of Maronite 

Tam, &e. 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL. 





No, 259, 
Lord J. Russell to Lard Dufferin. 
(No. 37) bees 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 1, 1880. 
WITTE reference to your Lordship's despateh to Sir H. Bulwer of Oe 
1th ultimo, respecting the projectsof your Freach and Russian colleague 
for settling the Lebanon, I have to state that I consider your plan. foF 
settlement of that country to be by far the best. 
Tam, &¢, 
Signed) "J. RUSSELL 
ae ae =e perme 
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No. 260. 


E Lord J. Russell fo Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 38) 
My Lonl, Foreign Office, December 1, 1860. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople of the 17th ultimo, L have to acquaint you 
that Fapprove the line you took with regard to the punishment of the 
Druses at the tenth sitting of the Syrian Commission, 

Tam, &e. 
(Sigued) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 2601 


Lord J. Rusell to Lard Duferin 
(No. 39) 
‘My Lord, Foreign Office, December 1, 1860, 

1 HAVE received a copy of your despatch of the tisth November to 
Sir Henry Bulwer, inclosing'a copy of 3 Table of the several plans for 
scitling the Syrian questioo, and the various objections to the adoption of 
‘each of them; and Thave to state to you that the Table in question ix 
very useful 

Tam, &e. 
Signed) | J. RUSSELL 





No. 262 
Lord Dufferin to Lond J, Russell {Received December 5.) 


Confidential.) 

My Lord, Meyravt, November 23, 1860, 
TH reference to the complaints preferred by Gencenl de Beaufort 
‘ant Fuad Pasha’s suppoud connivance at the excape of the Druses, 
‘our Lordyhip®: deapateh No, 26 of the Sth inxtant, L would 
if to state that such an accusation evinces a singular want of approcia- 
mn the part of the French General, of the motives which may be 

ably xupposed to influence his Excelleney's conduct, 

Tein perfeetly certain that, whatever I Jerations 
may induce Fuad Pasha to exhibit towards the bulk of the Druso nation, 
it is the evident interest, ax it has always been the desire, of tho Turkiah 
authoritien to compass the ruin of their Chiefs, 

‘What. reason, then, could induce his Excellency to connive at the 
escape of men whom he undoubtedly Jooks upon in the light of obnoxioux 
‘vassals, when ko good an opportunity presented itself for destroying their 
powor and confiscating their estates 

"There was another motive, moreover, which notoriously influenced Nix 
Excellency. For the first. time in his life ho entered upon the exereliie of 
those military functions with which he hax been invested, and undertook 
the conduct of troops, AL considerable personal inconvenience he passed, 
by forced marches, towards Hasbeya, and personally superintended the 
measures taken to surround the band of fugitives. ‘The difficulties of the 

onnd, bis lack of accarate information, and the superior agility of the 
ruses, defeated his intentions ; but i is not likely he would have enacted 
sucha farce, and placed himeclf in a ridiculous position, had he really 


all the principal Druse Chieftaina who put themselves within his power, 
ight also be sufficient to convinee any one of the sincerity of h 
ions, 

"That the French General should look upon all bis Excellency does 
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with a prejudiced eye does not surprise me. M. de Beanfort came to this 
Country with the fea that its seflement was to be the real of his own 
activity and intelligence. Fuad Pasha he looks upon in some sort as. 
Heal bol etn nes iou of te Common doce ok nnen to havo 
vory congenial to hix wishes, Neither is it possible that there should be 
absont ff tind a secret desire that Syria might become a field for 
the acquirement of military distivction, All these motives naturally lead 
him to depreciate Fuad Pasha’s exertions, and perhaps, in some degrees 
mar that simplicity of purpose with which he ought to engage in the 
restoration of harmony and order. I must add, with regret, that 1 cannot 
dincarer among any of my colleagues, except M. Weckbecker, that willing- 
ness to make allowance for the dificulties of Fuad Pasha’s position which 
oataoa fuaticn Fogel 
‘With a precipitation but little becoming a man of business, M. Béclard 
tries 10 drive his Excellency to levy, in eight days, an impossible tax on 
the town of Damascus; while M. de Rehfues loses no opportunity of 
asaailing him with grave necusations, supported by very feeble evidence. 
te was only at the lant nitting of the Conference that this latter gentleman 
tated that a caravan of enmels, Indon with powder and shat, had beet 
vent from the Government stores of St. Joan d’Acre to the Druses in the 
Hauran. When Shapes to give his authority for such an assertion, he 
d that two English gentlemen had been witnemes of the fact, buts 
on further inquiey, itappéared that it was with the native dragoman of 
two British travellers that the story originnted, I propose to examine 
ier into this eirewmat 
onclusion, I bog to. state that, although many of Fuad Paxha's 
measures may be open to criticixm, although the march of his adminiates 
may be dilatory and feeble, although it may be dificult. to attribute 
him the lofty patriotism and that scrupulous integrity which charac 
tetive European Stateamen, yot, if we take into cousideration the ambiguity 
of My peutic as hai erigne authority and eseeote 
tho belts of Enrope It we ake uloesees fr the pescin ot vie eco 
the emptiness of his Freasury, the loneliness of hi situation, the imperfece 
is autres, and the extreme gravity of the cri, it most be 
ted thas be hus dlaplayed am anwun¢oflatlligesca, oaragn, teepeal 
anid siceerlty of purpose: siieh felriy enticion hiea eo u greatoe ctscees Oh 
Sympathy std uted daalieioaner 
Thave, Se. 
GBigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No, 263. 


Lort Dufferin to Lorid J. Rusvell—{(Reecieed December 3.) 
(No. 98) 
My Lord, Beyrout, November 23, 1860. 

1 HAVE, tho honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's infor~ 
mation, copy of a despatch of this day's date which T havo addressed 
to Hor Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte, ineloxing a plan drawn up by 
M. Outrey, for the valuation and compensation of lorscs suffered by the 
Christian inhabitants of Damascus. 

Vhave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tuclosure 1 in No. 263. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 23, 1860. 
1 HAVE the honour to ioform your Excellency that, at the last sittt 

of the Conference a discussion took place as to whether the plan propor 

hy M. Outrey ‘copy of which I have the honour to inclose) for the assess 





ment of the penal tax to be imposed on the town of Damascus, should be 
adopted by the Commissioners. 

Ata previous meeting I had already declared myself very favourable 
to the principle of M. Outrey's scheme, but in compliance with as 
tion T had ventured to make, it had been agreed that before w 
committed ourselves to the calculations of a single individual, however 
worthy of our confidence, it would be well to postpane our decision on the 
Subject until we should have time to compare them with those of other 
gentlemen to whom we might desire to refer. 

Yesterday, however, M. Béclard so far forgot this undorstanding as 
to propose that the total amount of the proposed tax, which, according to 
M. Outrey's plan, was to be paid in three instal extending over 
Frio of fiteen “months, should be levied within a week. ‘This operation 

iad Pasha declared to be a simple impossibility, apd corroborated his 
Mtatement by the opinions he had taken of some of the teading Christian 
‘merchants of Damascux 

M. Béclard persisted and threatoned a division, stating that every one 
Know Damascus was a rich town. and that if compelled to sell the jewels 
Of their wives, its Moslem citizens would easily furnish the amount within 
the time he mentioned. 

I replied by stating, that it would be unwive 

irselven prematurely ta ao impartant a decision : that | 

quite agreed in thinking the tax aboukd possess a penal charactor, aud 

that I wax not even xure whether it might not be expedient xomewhat to 

increase M, Outrey's total; bat that we should only averreach ourxelves, 

if our desire to exact an adequate amount of retribution led us into the 

auloption of moasures so extreme av to become impracticable, Ax yet we 
were destitute of information 

M. Ontrey must have had some good reason for selecting the method 
of payment by instalments in preference to a more summary proce 
Would it not be well to acquaint ourvelves with bik motives If we were 
prepared to place such implicit confidence in hix accuracy ax to adopt almost 
without discursion hin elaborate acheme, would it be wine eapricionaly ta 
leprive it of one of its most important features, without so much av giving 

\ts author an opportunity of explaining his tnotiven for itx insertion 

Ax for myself, [ had come so little prepared for 
that if M. Béclard peraixted in going to a division, U 

met, that the Couminsion alould first place itsell i 


‘Thix view was supported by the Russian and the Austrian Reprosen. 
tatives, tho latter of whom stated that his Consul had informed him that 
it would be impossible to effect an inxtantancous collection of the entire 
xum ; and rather wart discussion hetween M. de Rehfues, M. Réclard 
and Fuad Pasha, was concladed by my xuggesting to M, Béclard the inox: 
pevicncy of bringing the Commission into direct collision with his Excel 
ney O0 A point in which thero wax room for a very reasonable difference 
ot opinion, until we should be in a position to meet his arguments by more 
ponitire data than the reputed wealth of an Oriental city 
‘To this proposal M, Béclard very courteously acceded, and. the 
question stands over for Monday next. In the meantime 1 have had a 
vory Jong consultation with Mr. Rolson, Mr. Brant, and Mr. Fre}, one of 
the richest and most intelligent Christian merchants in Damaxcux, whose 
beautiful house has been burat to the ground, and who certainly eannot be 
suspected oF any undue tonderneas for the Moslemn 
According to M. Outrey's estimation, the damage done at Damascux 
‘can be compensated by n stim of 150,000,000 piastres, or 1,200,000, OF 
this sum 34,000,000 piastres, or 280,000L, is to le Jevied on the elty 
700,000, o9 the villages in the neighbourhood , and 265,001. to be contri- 
buted by the Porte. “With M. Outrey's estimate of damages, Mr. Frej 
Unoigea pene Arh ehiap Wattinal as aes! oldie 
their yearly income might be raised from its Moslem inhabitants without 
paralizing the industrial energies af the eity, According tm rough 
raleulation T have made, it would appear that the tax propnsel by 
M-Ontrey would cometo aboot 16 per eeut. Since, therefore, M- Outrey's 
aU 
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estimate of damages does not fall short of that arrived at by « persom 
interested in placing them at the highest figure possible, and.as the assess- 
tment of the imposition he proposes is only a third of what a respectable 
though undoubtedly prejudiced man considers reasonable, we may conclude 
that bis calculation possesses the merit of being on a liberal scale towards 
tho Christians, and not immoderately severe upon the Moslems. With 
reapect 1» the question of immediate payment or by instalments, Mr. F 
is of opinion that no matter how violent might be the process, 10,000, 
pinstres, or 80,000, is the utmoat which could be wrang out of the 
Jahabitants ata single squcete 

Tt would scem, therefore, that the Commission would hare been 
precipitate bad wo committed ourselves without inquiry to the principle 
Jnnisted upon by Mr. Béclard, 

‘Pho moderate wealth of the amaseus may perhaps 
surprino yout Exeellency; but it tnust be remembered that, with the 
exception of perhaps five or six individuals, the moxt wealthy inhabitants 

enjoy an Income of from more than 700 to 1,000. a-yes 
although they may possess a certain amount of jewellery, valuables, and 
plato, yok, in the preacut state of things, such articles could not be disposed 
of, even at a very depreciated val 
T have, &e. 
(Signed DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclowure 2 in No. 263. 


Town of Damascus, 8c. 
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No. 264 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rumell—(Reevived December 6.) 


(No. 29. Confidentiat,) 
My Lord, Begrout, November 23, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's infor 
mation, copy of a confidential despatch, dated the 20th instant, whieb 
have adktressed to Her Majenty's Ambaxsadlor at the Porte respecting 
conversation I have held with Count Hentivoglio, French Consul af ti 
placo. 


Thave, &e F 
i DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosnre in No, 264. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 20, 1860. 

T HAVE tho honour to inform your Excellency that yesterday Cowal 
Reativoglio, the French Consul at this place, mentioned to me that durin 
the coore of a circuit te has been lately making in the Mouatalt 
he met & party of Christians on their way fo Bayrout. On enguieing 
their buniness, be was informed that they wore about to appear before te 
Extraordinary Tribunal in order to give evidence on behalf of Said Bes 
Jomblat, Upon thi a conversation ensued, during the course of wii 
it woukl appear that the Count pressed to know whether they really 
thought the Druse ChieF innocent, and, on receiving an answer in the 
negative, he exhorted them to change the favourable testimony they 
prepared to advance when he met thea, mipatory to # 
prisoner. 


stanee fo have been unable to account, 
early part of Said Bek Jumblat’s teial, some surprise w 
persous whom he bimself had summoned into Court, sta 
contrary of what they might under the circumstances 

10 assert, Since my conversation with Count Bent 


though it might be difficult to prove their identity, that they were 
the witnesses whom he met in the Mountain. 

Shoal my conjecture be correct, 1 cannot but consider Count 
Bentivoglio's conduct on this occasion very imprudent. It is just possible 
that notwithstanding his helpless condition, influences may still exist 
Aulliciently powerful to induce even Christians to bear falso witness on 
behalf of the fallen Chief. So little regard is paid totruth in this country, 
that the prospect of a very slender and remote advantage is enongh to 
Secure any amount of perjury. It. is conceivable, therefore, that these 
Persons were sincere in their admissio yy told the Count they 
Wereon their way to state that which they Kaew to bo untrue ; but bw that 
ts it may, the effect upon the native mind of x mero whisper from a 

‘onsul ix known to be x0 forcible, wo acuto are the least intelligont in 
Metecting the hidden intention of a leading question, that jr Count 

mtivoglio’s position should be careful not to act in such a way as 
mwittingly to lay themselves open tw the charge of tampering with 
Sridence on which is to depend the life of a human being. 

‘When the time arrives for reviewing, in conjunction with my colleagues, 
the procés-rerbal of the trial of Said Hek Jumblat, | shall take care that 
ue allowance be made for this particalar feature in the case, In the 

1 wonld venturo to suggest ta your Excellency’ that this 
ation should bo considered confidential, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 





No, 265. 


Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Russell. (Received December 6:) 
30) 


ly Lord, Beyrout, November 23, 1860, 


in recommending to hix directors the negotiatio 
‘alluded to at a very reasonable rate of interest: 
Thave, &e. 
Signed) DURFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 265. 
Lord Dufferin to Mr. Gilbertaon. 


My dear Mr, Gitbertsoi Beyrout, November 21, 1860. 

ISHOULD be very mach obliged by your informing mo whether, in 
the event of the finance of Syria being in any way detached from the 
Monetary syatem pire, the revennes of the provinee 
would be considered secority sufficient for'a loan on reasonable terms of 
from 3,000,001. to 5,000,000. 

T should be happy to revive, at the time that you are kind 
enough to answer this inquiry, any observations you may lave to make 
6a the commercial prospects of this country. 

Believe mo, ic, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 265. 
Mr. Gilbertson to Lord Dufferin 


My Lord, Beyrout, November 22, 1860 

IN reply to the question proposed in your letter of the 21st instalte 
I beg to state that in my opinion m Span Tous of trom 30000000 1 
5.000000) might be nogetinfed security of the rereaves of; tal 
province under certain conditions, 

‘Torender auch a loan possible, it would Icoaceive be necessary that tl 

tances and administration of Syria should be as complotely independes 
of the Porte as are those of Exypt. 

1 muse take it for granted that the Ruler of Syria would be a Turk, 
and one who had held a prominent position in the very Admiulsteie 
tion under which the faith of Europe h finance has been 0 
severely shaken s the notorious maladministeation of the three ‘Purkisl 
loan would, consequently, render certain guarantees essontia! “Ail would 
depend on the administrative programme he would put forth ; on the wort 
of men whom he selected to carry out hix measures » abd on the greater 
oF less similarity to European systems of finance and control which be 
would establish at the outeet, 

‘The loan must be expresaly macle chiefly for public works and for she 
development of the commerce of Syria, and such securities should be 
taken for its due application to those purporex ax would inspire conbidenee 
Wn Europe. A portion of the loan might be advantageously devoted 1 
the establishment of a atrietly convertible paper-eurrency, which would 
tot only add to the available resources of the Stato, but greatly facilitate 
commores at the same tine. 

Vader such conditions it appears to me that a loan might be 
contracted on favourable terms. and the importance of inspiring eontidente 
bby auch measures ns I have indieated above may be easily comprehended 
sines thereon depetida mainly the price at which the loan might B® 
negotiated, or in other words the aiféctive capital placod at the dlaposal 
the Government, in proportion to the amount of debt created. 

That the revenues of Syria would be a sufficient security for suelt 
# loan 1 co not doubt; but at the same time 1 should state. that ee 
‘information 1 have beew able to collect on that point during the last theee 
years in a0 exceedingly meagre that your Lordship must take that opiniod 
‘merely for what itis worth tindor such circumstances, Unfortunately | have 
none of the data with me to refer to, and T, consequently, only tenst to the 
genecal improwsion they have left on my mind. Hut those revenues woul 
Foquire to waged in a style very different rom that hitherto adopteds 
and a fixcal wyatem must he established on another basis than tbat 
gonerally provalont in Turkey. It ison the expansivences of the rovenUe 
ceeienly rely, believing that a reform. in the wode of axsessing and 
collecting, the impoxts, and more expecially a more intelligent. syntem 
customs duties, would rapidly slevelope the productive power of Syria, 
as rapidly augment the revenue 

A loan of 5,000,0000. 

‘of about 400,000, 


absence of any re 
from employing tl 
‘of the trbunals to 


uncles to expect any rapid material progress in this country 
Without a confident expectation that such progress would be made, 
it were vain to hope that a loan might be negotiatal except on ruinous 
Kerms, such, in fact, as the Porte has to submit to from the absence of 
such expectation, 

The natives of Syria have considerable aptitude for commerce, which 
might easily be fustered healthily. At present capital is scarce in the 
fountry, and traders are too much disposed to undertake operations far 
beyond their means. Commercial difficulties aro the uatural results 
the tribunals are either ineapable or unwilling to decide the claim which 

tly arise; and hence the bad reputation which the chief contres 

yan trade are rapidly acquiring in Europe, "A good cole of lage 

elicient tribanals, and facilities for communication and transport by the 

Sfeation of practicable and safe roads, are exsential to the progrecs. of 
Syria 

‘That much can be done to extend commere bo shown by the 
Progress made in the production of silk, and the consequent. expansion 
Of the imports, 

With roads to the coast a valuable trado in grain, maddorroots. 
and dried fruits, and other products, would bo created, provided 
cultivation were rendered secure by a proper xyatem of policed; and a 
similar remark applies to cotton, for the growth of which various districts 
offer notorious fac 

Exery addition to the exports would add largely to the consuming 
Power of the people and xtimulate imports, and I may exprosx my beliet 
that England would greatly benelt by such a development of Syrian 
trade: whereas, T apprehend that our c country shows 
4 tendoney to diminish rather than to ioere the preseat system, 

In conclusion, 1 would suggest that his Excellency Fuad Pasa 
‘would do an important service by at once collecting reliable data on the 
existing financial resources of Syria, and an the extent to which they are 
AL prosent charged. It ix on the character of the information 40 obtained 
that the confidence with which capitalists would undertake the negotiation 
of «Joan must, in a great measure, depend, 

1 have, &e 
EDWARD GILBERTSON. 





Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rusaell. (Received December 6) 
(No. 31) 
My Lord, Meyront, November 23, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, 
copies of further despatches which I have this day address 
Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte. 

T have, &e. 
Signed)” DUPFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 266. 


Lard. Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


He made his appearance in a scarlet robe of honour, embroidered in 
4, and with all those circumstances oF splendour which in this country 
fit a personage whom “the King-delighteth to honour,” 

intel * ZUNE man of about 33, speaks Krench, and seems pretty 

intelligent; but observed nothing. in his conversation or countenance 
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that impressed me with the notion that he differed in any degree from the 
ordinary run of Maronite Exsirs. 

‘Tho antecedents of his family are obscure. His father was the frst of 
the race who assumed the title of Sheikh, and Yusef himself only shared & 
Mokata with his elder brother 

Neither to his achievements seem more illustrious than his birth, 
ninco the only exertion he appears to have made duriog the late wat 
consisted in collecting a body of 300 or 400 men, and remaining safe 
within the limite of the Kexrouan while Zahleh was being beneged, 
within w xbort distance of his earn 

feverthelens, it is admitted i¢ might be dificult to fiad a more capable 
Po Cinder those circomstances, 1 trast your Excellency will consider P 
judged rightly in abstaining from offering the alightont opposition 10 bis 
appointment when T was given to understand be would be acceptable 1@ 
the French, 

Moreaver, as Yusef Keram is supposed to be very much in the handa 
of the Bishop Tobin, 1 did not think it anadvinable to allow the Greek 
portion of the Lobanon to have an opportunity of ascertaining the Kind af 

the whole Mountain consigaed 10 


Novikow has assured me in confidence that, unless constrained by 
werament, he would never consent to have his co-teligionists ut 
tho away of suelt a ruler. 
T have, &e. 
(igned) ERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Inclosuire 2 ia No. 266, 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


‘Sir, Beyrowt, November 21, 1860. 

LHAVE the honour to teansiit herewith, for your Excellency’ 
information, copy ofthe Protocol ofthe tenth siting of the Syria 
Commission, held on the TAth instant 


have, Se 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 266, 


nth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
Nacember 14, 1860. 


quatorze Novembre, mail huit cent soixant 
‘Commimanires étant réunis & Beyrout, sous la présidence de son Excellence 
Fuad Paha, la slance ext ouverte & midi et demi. 
Le procds-verlial est Iu et adopté avec quelques Kigires modifica 
tions. 
uad Pacha propose ensuite & la Commission d'examiner les diverse 
questions relatives & la répression et an chitiment des Druses. Les 
Arrestations vont commencer dans Ia Montagne; M. le Commissaire 
Extraordinaire de la Sublime Porte y_ présidera lui-méeme. 3 
aupatayant il ervlt devoir prendre Vavis de la Commission sur le meilleot 
aystime do procédure & adopter, sur le nombre et la nature des peines 
qui iofligera, sur lex moyens qu'il y aura liew d’employer pour arriver 
Win découverte des coupables. Chacun de ces points souldve 
iffiealtés, et dans le sentiment qu'il a de la lourde responsabilité qui pest 
sur lui, Fuad Pacha demande & Js Commission de vouloir bien Péelaire® 
de ses conseils. 4 
Et dabord quelle procédure devra.t-il adopter? I y en a deux ql 
offrent Alu: Fune sonimaire et expéditive ; Vautre réguliére, méthoxtique- 
et confurme aux lois régulicres du pays. La premiére fournit de prompes 
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Wésvltats, mais elle ne donne pas le temps de peser les preuves, et ne 
Pas toujours de proportionner exactement Ia peine au degré de 
Seulpabilité. La seconde a Vinconvénient, non moins grave danw les 
Girconstances présentes, de trop suspendre le chitiment. Peut-atre A une 
Bitastion exceptionnelle faut:ll uae justice exceptioonelie, Fond Pacha 
SMS (eaten che dour. systdcoes vil une tis Ia prootdure sommaairé, on 
Taccusera, comme Damas, de frapper aveugloment; s'il a recours aun 
Pormalités de la procédure réguliére, on Vaccusera de tomber dans lexcds 
_eonitraire. 
AM. le Commissaire Frangais n'hésite pas A déclarer qu'il est, pour 4a 
Piri, fermoment convainew que le systéme do la procslare sommaire est 
Tegel awl soit non seulement conrenable, inais ineie possible date. 
procédure régulidre ct application des négles ordinaires do la justice 
{Miralneraicnt, sinoa la condamnation, au moins larrestation et la mie eo 


Accusation de tous les Druses, car tot noins danx les 


Me les Druses en ont répandu da 
Ie sexposcrait au reproche de barbar. 


Hl. le Commissaire Héterment opinion 
BL Néclard, 11 insisto wur cette considération déciaive A ses youx, que la 
Riprossion dex Droxca ne xora elficace que xi lo chitiment est prompt et 
plaice, 
I. Novikow est du time avis, Il fait remarquer d'ailleurs que la 
lure régulidre ayant été suivie A l’égard dea Chefk Druxes actuolle- 
Ment détenus A Reyrout, cotte cireonsiance eat de nature A metire Fond 


inférieur qui v 
Ira nécessairement procéler 
toutefois Jes. exeds 
tion, 
M. Je Commixaaire Autrichi 
M. Diéclard. 1 eat évi 1 part 
Deuxes, il est impossible de procédler régulidrement, Hi faut xe cone 
fenter de frapper vite et fort, Quant au reste de Ia nation Druse, M. de 
feckbecker est Mavis qu'il y aurait un moyen indirect de Vatteindre, en 
In privant a Tavenir de tous fex droite politiques dont elle tait autrefois 
£0 possession. M. de Weekbecker ajoato ue la solution de la question, 
ere Fuad Pacha, dépend du caractére attribaé par le Gouvernement 
0 AUX crimes et élite commis par les Druses. Si ln Porte loa 
dare comme des délits purement civils, ot d'individus A individus, it 
Be xemble guére que la procédure régalidre puisso dtre abandonnée, 
Mais si au contraire la Sublime Porte voit dans lex maxsacres des Chee. 
re par les Druses, dans Ie commencement d'extermiuation dune race de 
impire par une autre race, un fait de guerre civile, un acte de rébellion, 
Mh crime de Iése-majesté, alors il est clair que le Commissaire Exte 
Srdinaire de a Soblime Porte, tant que durera l'état de widge et de 
rganisation de la Montagne, doit procéder contre lex Druses sommaire- 
Ment, militairement, ot dans le libre exercice de ses pleing pouvoits, sais 
r les régies de la procédure ordinaire. 

Son Excellence Fond Pacha fait remarquer A ce sujot quo les quatorze 
jis Druses actuellement détenus 4 Beyrout sont en effet pourauivis 
de deux chefs: premiérement, comme coupables de n’avolr point 
Te mandat quils avaient regu de pourvoit, en qualité de Sous 

litacams, A la séeurité de tous les habitants de leurs districts ; seconde- 

, comme complices cles erimes commis contre des particuliers. Quant 

F8X autres Chefs qui se sont enfuis, ils ont été mi Fors Ta Joi et seront 
par contumace, 
4Y¥ 









































360 


Lord Dufferin trouve que le mole de procédure qui a été approuré par 
ses collégues eaten effet le seul que les circonstauces permettent d’adoptety 
choix pénible sanadoute, mais inévitable, puisque le mode d'une procédure: 
réguligre serait inapplicable. Mais Lord Dufferin eroit devoir ensuite faire 
observer que les deux systémes étant inconcitiables, le choix du systéme de 
Ia procédure sommaireexcluc complétement Vemploi de la procédure 
ligre. Si done on infige aux Druses. d'une maniére sommaire, wll 
chitiment qui semblerait déouler du prineipe barbare de la décimations 

fois ce sacrifice accompli, les Druses qui auront survécu. devant 
étro protégés contre de nouvelles poursuites par une amnistic générale. 

Codernier veeu exprimé par Lord Dafférin, et le mot amnistie em 
par si Seigneurie, ayant donné lieu aes interprétations diverses, § 

“omnissaire rancaix wétant élevé avec énergie contre touts penséo d'une 

anynistie politique 

développe won idéc, et il résulte the sew explication 

voulait dite une garantie A donner aux Druses pour Ia conservation 
ara droits. civils, mais que, en co qui concerne leur droits publics, 

était parfaitemont accord avec sek colldgues pour reconnaltre que Ie 

Gouvernement avait le droit de feapper dans ses privitéges polithyuow 

tribu qui avait commis des erimes »i abominables. 

Loa Représentants det ein Paissances ayant tous exprimé wl 

jon favorable” 8: Tadoption di’ systéme de lx prockdure exec 

panelle et Sommaire, Fuad Pacha ervit devote pover A Ia Comm 
autres questions wulvidiaires, me rattachant A celle qui vient det 
examinge. Devra-bil diriger sur Boyrout et y réanir tour lex Druxes qi 
toront arrétés dans la Montagne, ou instituer une sorte de tribui 
Ambulatoire qul, se tranaportant auccessivement dans Jes diverses parti 
de la Montag, jugera et fora exécuter los coupablex sur le théatre mda 
do leurs crimes? 3 

M. Béelard, répondant A cette question, est d’avin que In justice 

aire, adaptée en principe, doit Otro rendue aur lea lieux, pour que #30 
tier not Ta fois pis prompt et pox nenable 

Aucune discussion ne xéléve sur ce point, que tous les membres de It 
Commission onvinagent de Ia meme maniere. 4 

‘Son Excellence Fuad Pacha pose ensuite ta question de savoir, sil 
dovea établit dans lx Montagne, comme A Damas, plusieurs entégories 

cine, conrespondantes & plusicurs categories de coupables, et applique 
it 


nor, We bagne ls récloston, exilslon le degrd apparent de eulpabibt 
ime 


souvent appuyé 
in simple dépostion d'un Chretien. Dans Ia Montagne Ta situation ett 
toute diférente, Ta force armée ne mauraity exercer Ta meme influenet 

et au milieu d'un peuple organixé, comme le sont les Druises, ¢0 une 

U'alfiliation ow société seeréte, on ne peut compter Kur aucun rensei 
went, aocane noneiation des Druves contre les Drases. Fl sera dod 
nécomaire d'avoir presque cxelurivement recours aux dépositions des 
Chestiens; mois alors Fuad Pacha en redaute le nombre, et, ai 
dervance 1,000 01 1,500 tates, et wil consent & les faire tomber, Ueraint d@ 
a’exponer b Taccusation "ttre Biss Bene 16 les Druses euxsmomes, et de 

‘pondre A vo massacre par une boucherie. 

Pea, Novikow fa eit que c'est IA un danger contre lequel 
Mle Commisaire Extraordinaire peut se prémunir. Ce n'est pax une 
pel Goaresneesen a teas doit eee rats tn les 

‘ives, bien que toWx soient coupables. Tl agit priocipalement 
nan Sir ta retturdes mitmed erimes, eh iffigeant la peine de mort aid 
principaux coupables, en frappant pour ainsi dire de terreur Te reste de Ia 





361 


ation. La répression des Druses devant encore moins consister dans des 
frites indisidueties que dans un casemble de mesures propres & rédaire 
Ix nation entiére & Vimpuissance de nvire aux populations Chi 
Pourrait par exemple, dit M. le Commissaire Russe, condamner i 
Yous ceux qui passent pour avoir commix des atrocités ot plus 
Assassinats. 

Lord Dufferin saisit Poceasion qui s‘oftre A lui, de rappeler que les 

Wont exereé aucane violence contre les femmes. 

‘M. Je Commissaire Frangais, résamant In pense unanime de la 
Commission, propose d'établir trois eatégories de coupables, passiblex de 
Ma eine de mort 

|. Les instigateurs, ayant ou tion prix part persoonellement au 
rman = insti pris part persoonellement aux 

2 Lees civefs do bandes qui ont dirigé les assnssing ot les incendiaires. 

4. Les individus déuoneés par 1a voix publique, comme ayant commis 
Jo plus grand nombre de meurtres, ou comme ayant agi dans cles cireon- 
Mavces qui aggravent lour culpabilité, 

‘Ces troin catégorien do coupables, passibles de la méme peing, dtant 
Migs, Road Pacha demande, sl y aura Wantroe degrés de culpable 

els pourraiont correspondre dics peincs de wecondo e de trolsidme 
Bae Oe ? t ek de. trolside 


a ‘it apparticnra, 

b lime Porto, atin d'évitor 
trigue ot d'empicher tn faite des coupables, we propose do faire désign 

Wavance, confiden 


yainque l'on doit avoir recouraau aystdme de I procédure 

faggrave pas les soulfrances des individus dove le sort 
Pet bre x6 promptement, en Yeor donnant, pour ainsi dir, a plusiour, 
Foprises le coup dela mort, 

M. le Commissaire Francais s'associe avec force au sentiment que 
Yient d’exprimer Lord Dufferin, ot demande que les persounayges Deuses ou 
Musulmans, emprisonnés & Beyrout, ot dont le proces passe pour aire 
lerminé, ne soient pas tenus longtemps entre la vie ou Ia mort, 

Fuad Pacha répond qo'il Ini tarde & Tui auxsi d'en terminer avec cotte. 

si pénible de sa mission. Mais qu'il a copendant dd sarscoir au 
Jugement ou a l'exécution des détenus de Beyrout, parce que leur partici 
Pation aux événements de In Montagne étant évidente, il 86 priverait, en 
Agissant différemment, des informations qui lui seront trés utiles lorsqu'il 
8¢ livrera  Tappréciation de ces mémes événements, 

Les questions principales ct subsidiaires relatives & In répression ot 
‘u chitiment des Druses étant ainsi examinges et résolues, Ia Commission 
Passe a d'autres objets et recoit communication de divers docume 
touchant le réglement des indemnités dues aux Chrétiens de Damas, 





























362 


M. Béclard, sar la pridre de ses collegues, donne lecture d'un rapport 
de M. Outrey, Consul de France a Damas, et de deux Tableauy annexés & 
ce rapport, établissant, le premier, la répartition de Vimpot extraordinaire 
‘lever sur la ville, Ja banlicue, et ta province de Damas; le second, Ia 
répartition du montant de cette contribution. 

La Commission décide qu'une copie de ces deux Tableaux sera comm 
niquée A ehacan de sex membres, Elle entend ensuite Ia lecture de 
plusicurs autres projets, Glaborée par son Excellence Fuad Pacha. Elle 
‘ou demande égaloment communieatio 

Avant que la, séance ne soit levée, M. le Commissaire Francais appelle 
Vatcontion do la Commission sur une question qui a déja été posée dans Ia 

ance préciento, cello de impt du recrutement auquel, pour la premidré 

~* populations Chritieunes de Ia Syrie viennent’ d'étee soumines: 

M, éelard trouve wu moins inopporton Pétablissement d'un tel impor dans 
‘un moment o¥ los pouples de Syrie sont accablés par tant d'infortunes. 
Weroit que la Sublime I 
clle, dle prouver A c quelle leur porte a 
renyottant a des ter perception de eet impit dune Kegalité 
douteuye, Un tol ajournement avrait ailleurs, aux yeux de M. Béclard, 
Vavantage dempichor qu'il no soit préjogé en’ rien sur les dispositions 
que It Commission aura A prendre ultéricurement pour In organisation 
politique ot administrative dle la Montagne. 

Son Excellence Fuad Pacha répond a M. Béclard que Timpot de 
recrutemont n'ext pas an impot exceptionnel & toutes les populations Chré- 
tienes de I'Empire ; on pout rogretter assurément que cette charge vienne 
poser. dans les circonstances présentes, sur les habitante de la Syrio, mai 
la Syrie ont ollo-mome mppelée A bindficier du produit de cet impdt, puisqoe 
cco produit constitoe une des ressources qui neront conaaerdes au soulage- 
ment des vietimes de la guerre, 

Dans l'état préwont des choses, ajoute Fuad Pacha, le Gouvernement 
cent obligé Ue fire appel A toutes lex reaxourcex dont il dixpono légalement, 
et c'est A cette condition seul qu'il pourra faire face A toutes len 
exigences de Ia witvation, Quant aux abus de perception, il s'en produit ; 
In Sublime Porto no saurait en aucune fagon en porter 1a responsabilité, 
aattetidu que ce n'est pas elle qui opdre cette perception. Kile wo fait par 
Vintoraédliaire sles Chef dle chaque communauté, auxquels il ext demandé 
‘une womme totale qv'll lear est loisible dle répartie entre tous les membres 
de ia communauté, comme bon leur semble, et wuivant telle rigle que leur 
nugget Jour propre 6quité 

M. le Commissaire Extraordinaire de la Sublime Porte fait observer, 
on forminant, que eette question wa d'ailleurs aucun trait 4 la Montagne 
et sn réorganisation Avenir, puixque la Montagne, on vertu des rigle- 

ts particulions qui la nigissent, ne peut dtre et n'est soumise i auveun 
autre impot que Fimpot unique et fixe, pour le paiement daquel les 
Maronites et les Druses sont en retard de deux anouités. 

M. Novikow fait observer qu'il serait selon lui convenable de consi- 
dérer les populations Chrétiennes du littoral de la Syrie, dont les intéréts 
ont été gravement compromia par lex événements de fa Montagne, comme 
devant otro, momentanément au moins, exemptes de Vimpdt du reerute- 
meat. 

Fund Pacha objects quo, si certaines localités du littoral se trouvent 
dans ce eas, crest avy Chefs de la communauté dont elles rel’vent quiil 
appartient de les Spargnor dans la répartition du montant total imposé & 
Ja communauté, 

La diseussion sur cet ubjet n'étant pas ponssée plus avant, Ia séance 
est levée A cing heures, 

(Suivent les signatures.) 
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Tnclosure 4 in No, 266, 
Lord Dufferin t» Sir H. Bulwer. 


e Beyrout, Novewber 22, 1860. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to. your Excellency copy 
an extract of a private letter from a very respectable Amer 
listionary, containing an account of a most extraordinary cirourst 
fore crediting every particular I should like to make Mr. Benton's 
Feport the subject of farther inquiry, with the result of which I shall have 
te honour of acquainting your Exeallency by next mal 
Thase, 
Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 206. 
The Ree. W. Benton to Lord Duffevis, 


(Extract) November 22, 1860. 
ALLOW mo herewith to aubmit my statement that the French 
intleman M. Portalis, of Betathir, on charge that tho poople of 
un had received in their village Droxt property, demanded from 
‘every tax-payer the presentation of ix rottols of raisins, and a eortain 
Guantity of wheat and barley at his factory at Wetathir within six days 
from Saturday last, and threatened if it wax notdono to como with French 
Aoldiors and plunder the village, Aod on Friday of laxt week ho took by 
some ten centare (1000 rottola) of raisins, twenty rottols dibs, and 
ther property from the house of the Orthoro 
tathir, and whipped him and hix wife, and used wncivil language in hie 
Aearcl for Deuse property. 
_L most certainly believe and depose and say that’ this statement is 
faithful and true, and I respectfully do commend the xame to the special 
Sonsideration of his Lordship the English Commissioner, 


iclowure 6 in No, 
Lord Dufferin to Sie H. Bulwer. 


Beyrowt, November 22, 1860. 
it likely that the Greek Chis 
And complain ty my Russian coller 


lity, 
mportant places 
fad_no, reason 


1Y should the inhabitants of Hasbeya and Rasheya be 
excluded from a share in them? If we were to force from ne a 
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concession which woul virtually compromise the independence of the 
provinee, would it not be better to make the most of our bargai 
‘oxtund the advantages to be derived from European intervention, not only 1 
tho Maronites, but to all the Christians of the country ? 
‘An independent Lebanon implied a Maronite ascendancy: a Greek 
and Maronite duality being simply impossible. But by assimilating the 
dition of the Maronites to that of the other Christian sects, a More 
united sympathy would be created in Europe in behalf of the entire 
Christian community of Syria: whereas, if the French were allowed 
obtain an exceptional supremacy for their own protégés, it may be expec 
they will become indiffereat to the fate of the members of the other rites: 
Te would be preferable therefore to decrease the degree to which on 
woot of Christians were to be rendered autonomous in order to spread & 
more limited independeuce aver a larger surface. 
This, after all, might be easily effected. If only the 
provinge were conducted iple of its individual respoo 
our abject would be attained, With such security for its good beba 
thin method would imply, a ‘Turkish administration would prove not 
werely the only possible, but the only desirable, medium for the conduct 
of affairs. And under these circumstances a single ruler for the whole 
proviner malght ba prelerablo to.& bevy of subordinate Pashas coustaailll 
sheltoring themselves behind their inateuctions, and refusing to redress the 
moat crying evils until they shall have communicated with a distant 
capital. 
‘To all this M, Novikow gave a very xatinfied attention, and I think 
may axsert that anlexe hin private opinion ix modified by ‘what he hears 
from home, ny Russian colleague would be willing to adopt all the mail 
features of tho nchome Thad the honour to submit to your Excellency 
considlerat yy despatch of the Ath instant. 
That M, Novikow still clings to. the notion of a Greck Christi 
nperium cannot bo denied; yet, when I 
roportion as you increased the inrlependon 
diminished tho rexpooribility of the Chief, 
jealousy you tempted him to trouble the system you had imposed, 9 
perpetuating the worst features of the old organization, he scemed to 
Waver 1 his views, and finally consented to accede to the principle 
wax anxious to establish, provided only the Christianity of the Mountai 
was declared to be inviolable, 
‘a thia T replied that the Mountain had never yet been wholl¥ 
Christian ; and the conversation concluded by my saying that I had little 
settle all matters of detail provided the impo 
al responsibility and consequent supremacy of the 


lly acknowledged, 
reason to believe that M. de Weekbecker coincides in the 
above views. Consequently had { authority from your Kxcellency t@ 
Subuit to the Commission. the. plan proposed in my dexpatch abort 
mentioned; there. te. considerable. probability. 6 ita meeting: with) dhl 
approbation of ty Turki, aan, Prussno, and Austrinn colleagues 
ve, Bs 
(Bigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE- 





No, 267 
Cnsul-General Colquhoun to Lor J, Russell—(Receteed December 6.) 
(No. 155.) 
My Lord, Alexundria, November 25, 1860- 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 149 of the 7th i 
to inclone, for your Lordsbip's jalormation, copy of a priv: 
from Cherit Pasha on the subject of assistance given 
Lord Duiferin’s request, to the sullerers at Beyrout. 


Your Lordship will observe that Said Pasha has generously givet 
400 ada (about 2,300 bashels) of wheat. I'have mae arrangemeo!® 
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with a highly respectable shipping agent here for, putting this wheat in 
Sacks and: sending 1¢ to Beyrovt at ball freight, ‘This gift is precious 
for, as the quality is of the best, it will be distributed as seed, and thus, 
Bprtiaps, we may avert what is at present very threatening, namely, a 
ine next year. 

__ havo conveyed, through Cherif Pasha, my grateful sense of the 

Viceroy's generosity. 
Thave, &e. 
Signed)’ ROBERT G. COLQUHOUN. 


Inclosure in No. 267. 
Cherif Pasha to Connul-General Colquhoun 


M.l'Agent et Consul-Général, Caive, te 17 Novembre, 1860, 

SON Altesse Ie Viceroi, auquel son Execllonce Konig Bey wont 
‘empressé de donner communication de la lottre par laquelle’ vous price 
hon Altosse de fournir des vivros ot des votements aux Chrétiens do Syrie, 
mia chargé de vous répondre que pour ce qui concerne le ria, il so trouve 
dans 1 Wvilité absolue d'en envoyer dans cette conteée, parcequ'il 
W'en ext point approvixionné pour le moment, Mais, i dofaut de ris, 
200 Alteme, toujours disposée & venir au wecours des malhoureux, a donnd 
immésdiatement cles ordres pour que G00 ardebs do bié fussent expédign du 
Plus tie on Syrie. 

‘Quant aux vatements kon Altosse serait également dans Vimponsibilits 
de répondre a votre déxir: car elle se borne habituellement a faire venir 
Tex dite vétements, tels que pantalons, capotes et autres, au fur et A mesure 

besoin de nox troupes, et ne peut ainsi eo avoir un approvisionne- 


on Altesse rogrette vivement que Jos circonstances ne lui permettent 
do natinfairo entidrement A vox intentions généreuses: mais elle est 
permuadée, M. Agent et Consul-Général, que vous tioncrex compto 
do ces cireonstances, et que Your ¥erres avant tout qu’elle & fait tout co 
qu'elle peut faire pour le moment. 
Veuilles, &e. 
igné)—” CHERIF PASHA. 


No, 268, 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No, 40) e 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 7, 1860. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 22nd ultimo to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador ai Constantinople, 1 have to acquaint. your 
Lordship that I approve the language whieh you held to M. Novikow 
Felative to the expediency of settling the question as to the Lebanon in 
accordance with the principles laid down in the plan which you have 
Proposed for that purpose. 

_._ Lam, &e, 

(Signed) "J, RUSSELL, 





No. 269, 


Earl Cowley to Lovit J, Russell, (Received December 19.) 
(No. 1,593) 
My Lord, Perit December V1, 1860. 


1 HAD a conversation of some length with M. Thouve 
Se seth yesterday with avenel 


‘Tosum up the result as succinctly as possible, M.'Thouvene! repeated 
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the assurances which Ne has before given me, that France has no desire 
lo play a separate part in the drama which is enacting there. She wishes 
for an carly eotlement Of a stable Gorerament im the Lebanon, in, ordee 
that ahe may bring away her troops; but she is convinced that neither 
Hor Majesty's nor any other Government ean desire that their departine 
should be the sigaal fora renewal of the atrocities, committed. durtos tha 
inst suromer 
‘Vhe French Commissioner is urged ia every instruction which goes to 
tian toypreen hl colleagoes to enter into discussion on the: Toture,govetRa 
ment of the Mountain, for, wotl order i restored there i will be inpags 
sible, in hin (M, Thouvenel's) opinion, that any decision ean be takea by 
the Powers with regard to the withdrawal of the teoopm of oceupat 
With respeet-to the future government of the Mountain, MM, ‘Thoge 
veuel declared that he had formal opinion, aur had be went any instrues 
tions to M. Béelard, It was, however, a point on whieh he feared th 
might be a diference of opiaion botween’ Her Majesty's Government and 
that which be represented, and be was, therofore, anxious that. some 
lnderatanding between thin aoold te attempt either in London ae 
re 
“There wax but one solution fo which.d priori he mist object, vie. any 
Attempt to impose ditect Tarkiah rule in the: Lebanon, His chjections 
rexted! on two growin: frat, lecause direct ‘Turkiah rule: ever. had 
‘exiated thera and, secondly, because he was convinced that direct ‘Turkish 
rrle had led to the’ horrible atrocities which had lately taken place. The 
nis of the Porte had ‘ever been, where abe had the power, to: playoff 
hostile tribes against each other. Nobody had been more convinced of 
this fact thea Lon Stratford le ftedelife, who had taken 'so large 2 part 
in the settlement of the lost government’ of the Mountain. Nobody 
nalated with mare energy on ‘he rights of the Maronite and ‘Drases to 
{govern ihensetves, and 1 had heen with reluctance that he had. ecoseat 
to the establishment of Turkish rule in the Mixed districts, Bug wh 
acl been tho consequence of this limited direct Turkish action? He (Ms 
‘Thoavenel) did not hesitate to attribute to it the late occurrences. The 
Murvnites were frat excited by tho Turks to provoke tbe Droses: and the 
Droves were then atired op And permitted {0 massacre. the: Marod 
Now, the Drusos would be punished In their turn, by. which the Fi 
‘would gain ti polut, and elletuplly: reduce: the strength of both. tribes 
Mie had occurred now, would occur again, if power were to be left to the 
ot 
He nd no desire that the Maroniten should be better treated tham 
the Druses... Both ynces probably, were equally to blame, and, to a certain 
oxtent, considering that their feude were blood feuds, equally to be excused 
6 qUeation foe te Powers to consider wan, Row those feude were € 
tho provented for the future. He was far from saying that the arrange 
tment of 16I6 was not wvstepuible of improvements bute wax conyineed 
that ft would not be iuprornd by the subwtitution’ of direct ‘Parkin: rule 
for the Government then institated. If Her Majesty's Government were 
of tho same opinion, great delayh. wight, he thought, be avolded by. aa 
carly and frank declaration to the Turkish Government that no combina~ 
tia fr that pinjone would be agieed to. Otherwise, we ight bo me 
that every device would be resorted to by Fund Pasha to-obtain t 
fade 
f replied that I reevived MI. Thouvencl’s assurances with satisfaction, 
and that 1 would convey: thei to Ter, Maj 
added that [feared that Cleneral Teaufort did’ wor quite’ understa 
position in which he was placed. and that, with an impatience whieh, perhaps 
was dot altogether unnatural, he seemed at times on the point of ae 
i hated But | must recall to M. Thouvenel's recole 
that the French troops in Syria represented European tropa, and 
that, beyond the necessary authority which every General must exercis® 
for the nafety of his troops, General Beaufort was not a free agent, an 
ought ta take wo. atep without the concurrence of the Commission sitting 
IX Heyrout. Moreover, 1 aaid, General Beaufort's language sometimes 
impli that he was ta Syria for/am walimited length of time, whereas 
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fhe period of occupation had been determined by a European Conven- 


M. Thouvenel expressed some surprise at this statement, and said 

it was not borne out by General Beaufort’s own despatches, which 
Ahowed, on the contrary, that lic had abstained from much that he cons 

ecessary, in consequence of his desire to show that he understood 

‘exigencies of bis situation, 

M. Thouvenel expressed at the same time his entire concurrence ji 
the definition which I had given of the position of the French army of 
Sceupation. 

sing to the future government of the Lebanon, I remarked that, 
Whatever that Government might be, the great difficulty tor contend 
PBsinst would be to find a man capable of conducting it. I should not 
‘afraid of direct Turkish ule, if 1 koew of an upright man to put it in 

=. 1 would say the same thing of any other rule. 

Bot 1 added—and 1 am sure your Lordship will approve of my 


| having done so—that Her Majesty's Government had, in the Commissioner 


Whom they had sent to Syria, a nobleman perfectly competent. to. deal 
this complicated question. 1 had been much struck, Tasaid, with the 
good scnse which pervaded Lord Dufferin’s reports, and hix concli: 

‘ons seemed to me generally sound. He had not gone to Syria with any 

Preconceived opinions, and he wax most anxious and ready to examige 

Atd discuss any plan which might be brought forward by any of his 

we. 
M. Thouvenel replied that both M. Béclard and General Beaufort 
ly appree iated Lord Dafferin's character and talents, and had written 
fithe bighest terms of his Lords! iatory and moderate disposi- 


On my observing that if i€ should be deemed necessary to proton 
the foreign occupation of Syria, it might be effected by a smaller body. of 
Thixed troops, M. Thouvenol xaid that the Emperor was most anxious 
lat other troops besides French xhould undertake thix duty. 
1 have, Be. 
(Gigned) — ' COWLEY. 


PS—1 thiok it necessary to add, after reading over my despatch, 
M. Thouvenel, while pronouncing himself in favour of the Lebanon 
if its own autonomy, dors not mean to insist that the populations 
1 be nominally under the Porte's Governor in Syri 
© 


Eee SS 
No. 270. 


Adil Posha to M. Musurus.—(Communicated to Lord J. Rusrell by M. Musurus, 
‘December 15.) 

M.V'Ambassadeur, Le 28 Novembre, 1860, 
JAIL eu Phonneur de recevoir votre dépiche du 8 Novembre, par 
Haguelie ‘yous me rendex compte de l'entretien que vous avez eu avec Lord 
hn Russell sur Téventual 1€ proposition ayant pour objet la 
prolongation se Voccupation Francaise eo Syrie au déli du teraie fixe 
Par In Convention, et Vaugmentation de lelfectif du corps expédition- 

aire. 

Il est inutile de vous dire, M.l'Ambassadear, combien In Sublime 
Yorte ext satisfaite de voir Lord John Russell partager a cet égard 
Vopinion que vous aven émise au nom du jouvernement Impérial, vette 
fonformité de vues produira son effet, nous n'en doutons pas, et préviendra 
lus d'une difficalté ultéricure dans cette malheureuse question de Ia 
rie. La Sublime Porte n'a jamais considéré intervention Européenne 
Somme nécessaire ou utile ; et, si elle y-aadhéré, c'était uniquement par 
Wéférence pour ses alliés et pour donner une’ preuve pouvelle de sa 
fonfiance illimitée dans leurs dispositions A son égard. Mais si, une 
&poque ot Europe voyait toute la Syrie étre ea feu, cetie mesure pouvait 
M justier, anjourthat ele n'a plos sa raison d¥ire, aprés que Ia. but 
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poursuivi a été en grande partie atteint, et que les villes qui ont été 

theatre dew plas tragiques éxénéments ‘ont été rédutes sans coop Fé 

le seul prestige de lautorité du Saltan, représentée par son Excelles 
‘uad Pacha. 

Il en résulte que Vintervention, perdant ainsi de jour en jour 
caractére d'un secours accordé ala Sublime Porte, ve pourrait plus 
comme vous Vaves si bien fait remarquer A Lord John Russell. qu'ait 
embarras et un obstacle la pacification de In Montagne et an nétablist 
tment complet de Torre 

Les Puissances ne peuvent manquer de s’cn rendre compte: # 
Fappréciation de la question par le Cabinet de Sa Majesté Britannique 
nous est tin afr garant qu’aucune suite ne sera donnée au projet a 
prolongation de Toecupation, et d'une augmentation quelconque des fe 
Francaises en Syric. 

Veuillez, M. "Ambassadeur, exprimer nos remerciments Asa 
pour ses dispositions & Pégard de ee projet, et ageéen, Se 

(Sign 





No. 271, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. —(Reericed December 15.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord, Begrout, November 28, 1800: 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s inf 
mation, copies of further despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty® 
Ambassador ut the Porte. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signe!) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 271 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer 


Sir, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excelles 
information, copy of the Protocol of the eleventh sitting of the Sy 
‘Commission helf on the 17th instant. 

T have, Se. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE: 


Inclosure 2 in No, 271. 


Protocol ofthe Blerenth Meeting ofthe Syrian Commission, hel at Beyroly 
"November 17, 1860. 


LE Sainedi, dix-sept Novembre, mit huit cent soixante, tous Ie 
Commissaires étant réunis & Beyrout, sous Ia présidence de Fund Pacha 
Ia séance est ouverte A deux heures et demic. z 

Lo procés-verbal est In et adopté, aprés quelques modifications 
Lordre da jour appelle ensuite Vexamen des questions relatives & 
réparation des donymages soufferts par lex Chrétiens de Damas, Sot 
Excellence Fuad Pacha fait observer a ce sujet qu'il ya deax principe 
‘entre lesquels la Commission est d’abord nate de’ se prononcer = 
principe dane somme fixe, approximative, et déter a le 
principe d'une enquéte judiciaire préalable, de uatare A permettre 
cier rigonreusement le chiffre des dommages soufferts par chaque i 
fen particulier. 

Une conversation sengage entre MM. les Commissaires sur les aval 
tages et les inconvénients de ces deux systémes, et aprés une mare déli 
ration il est entendu que Yon adoptera le principe d'une somme fixe 


Aéterminge & Vavance. La Commission est wnanimement d 


octs que les particuliers engageraient séparément avec In Sublime 
rte, et laisscrait ai les incertitudes les plas ficheuses mur In 
réalisation finale des indempités, 

M. Novikov voudrait cependant que, par une disposition accosoire, 
‘on ajoutat a la somme fixe et déterminée & lavance, comme minimun. vie 
sorte de réserve extensible, moyennant laquelle on pourrait indemnisor 
eeux que Von reconnaltrait plus tard ne Favoir pas ¢t8 suffisamment. 
Gest Ii, selon M. Novikow, un tempérament tile & apporter dln rigueur 

yystéme sommaire adopté par la Commission, M. le Commissnire 
Russe fait observer que cette restriction devrait, dans sa pensée, s'appliquer 
Principalement aux dernidros catégories, componde Windividus nécossitoux 
Pour lesquels une ditférence de quelque milliery de piastres ne 
que W'étre importante. 

M. Béclard est davis que Tidée de M. Novikow, elle était réalisée, 
Re constituerait pas seulement une modification, mals entrainerait le 
Fenyersement complet du syatéme dont Ia Corsmision juge Nemploi 
nécessaire. Ce que veut 1a Commission, cest aviser promptement et 
Pigler d'argence, on dvitant Ia longucur interminable dex proces particu 
liors, une grande question dintérét public. Crest pour ecla qu'elle croit 
devoir garantir aux victimes une somme totale d'indemnité dont el 
Contenteront, dix qu'elles n'auront plus A en espérer d'autres, —M 
Yon ajoute a cette somme fixe un fonds indétormine, desting A payer des 
indemnités oubliges ou des compliments dindemnité, alors on rotombe 
dans Vincertitude et dans Uincoavénient dex procds particuliers ; pera 
ie wera satinfait de son lot, le fonds de réserve deviensiey Je point de mi 
do toutes les convoitises, La question de réparation trainera on longucur 
et Ton perdra ainsi tout Io Iénéhiee politique et moral dix xyatdme que Ia 
Comminsion a eru devoir adopter. 

Les divers autees membres de tn Commission étant également d'avin 
quiil faut s'en tenir ay principe d'une somme fixe et déterminge, aprds la 
repartition de Inquelle toate réclamation et indemnité ou compliment 
indemnité sera interdite, M. Novikow propose & la Commission de 
du moinx une résorve en faveur des établissoments religioux, Cox dab 
ments, ditil, méritent qu'on leur tmoigne un intéret special. Leurs biens 
mobiliers et immobjliers provenaicnt en majeure partic «le fondations 

uses, et cette circonstance ue permet pas de lex placer sus Ie move piodl 
nc les biens des simples particuliers. 1a transaction quo ceox-ci peuve 
Accepter ne semble pas possible avec Hes éablinvements rolig 
ne saurait transiger avec Ja volonté des donateurs quin'exiatent plus, 1a 
ontre, les Gtablissement religicux pouvant Stre axsimilés pout le matériol 
de leurs pertes aux propridtaires privés lex plux alsin, il est juste ot moral 
détablir Une distinction entre les bijour, 1a yainselle d'or ov d'argent qui 
font appartenu a de simples particuliers, et lea vases sacrés ou autres 
objets précieux, servant aux cérémonies da culte et entourés de ta vindrar 
tion de tous les Chrétiens. Il serait done convenable, selon M. Novikow, 
de erger une exception en faveur des établissements religieux, et de les 
mettre & méme de recevoi ¢ par eatézories, mais individuelloment, 
Je montant intégral des pertes qu'ils trouveraient avoir essuyes. 
‘Son Excellence Fuad Pacha remarque que In motion de M. Novikow 
tre considérée comme éant jusqw’a on certain point résoluic par la 
F entre les établissements. roligieux 
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Stablissements, comme des Consulats et des propriétés mobiliéres des 
sujets étrangers, Le chiffre lotal de Vindemnité collective dont s’oceupe 
actucllement la Conmmission, ne sanrait done en tout état de cause 
Wappliquer qu'd trois espéces de personnes: (1), aux sujets Chrétiens 
du. Sultan, protégé ou non par une Puissance étrangére 
Sujets Gtrangers, en ce qui concerne leurs bicus immobiliers ; (3 
blinsements religieux indigenes 
Sans émettre aucun doute sur la différence fondamentale qui existe 
entre los proprigtés étrangéres ct les propridtés indigénes, M. Novikow 
7 concerne les établissements religie 
a unanimement admis, pour Vindeni- 
ne somme totale & repartir entr'eux par caté= 


trop nombrenx pour « 
1¢ évaluation ¢ Fs pertes, et parce qu'eux-mémes: 
prélront recevnir une indomnité inférioure peut-étre a ce qui lear serait 
Figoureuxcment 0, maix payable de suite, platdt que de supporter les 
délais d'une enquéte judiciaire, longue, et minuticuse, Co motif n’ 
pas pour les communautés religieuses, ‘qui ne sont quan nombre de cing, 
1 qui ont la facultédl'attendee, plux que deximples particuliers, le paiement 
ral de tout ce qui leur ext rd, pourva toutelvis que Ia vérification ne 
caine pan trop en longweur. M. le Commissaire Russe ajoute que son 

Hence Fusil Pacha pourrait se faire renscigner A cet égard par le 
Chofe memes de ces communautés, etil termine en déclarant quill maintient 
‘80 proposition 

M.le Prixident de la Commission invite alors chacun des membres & 

re, muecessivement ot par ordre alphabétique, son avis sor la 
on de’ M. Novikow. 

ommissaire d'Autriche admet ta convenance d'une enquéte 
jculidee A Tégard dox dtablisements religicux, maix il demande & 
jello natute de ressourees on fern appel pour les indemniner, xi lo ebiffre 
de leur indemnité n'est établi que pastéricurement  Vimposition extens 
orlinairo et en dehors de ont impat. -M. de Weckbecker exprite alors 1a 
erainte que, placéx en dehora de cette grande moaure de Vimpét qui seule 
garantit Vindemnivation, lex établissements religicux ne xouffrent en 
Féalité de la proposition que M, Novikow vient de faire dans intention 

de Ios favoriser. 

M. le Commissaire Francais pense que a Commission doit se tenie, 
aussi formement attachée que powsible, au principe du xyatéme qu’elle a 
déjd adopts. HT est avantageux, dit M. Becland, que le Plénipotentiaice 
Ottoman puisse faire connaltre, en une seule fois et le plus tOt pousibley 
Jo montant total, CeatsA-dire, Te chiffre complet des indewnité son 
Gouvernement garantit aux populations Cheétiennes. L'ellot moral en 
era plos grand. Mais la Commission peat, sans abandonner le principe 
convent, donner, & Tengugte aur les perten subies, par Tos Chrétiens, et 
notamment par ler stablisvements religieux indigenes, tout le degré de 

récinion désirable, Le projet quiil a ev Phonneur de soumettre 4 la 
Commission dans Ia stance précédente, et quia servi de point de départ 
Ala discussion, nest qu’un simple docoment. La Commission a pa en 
adopter lo principe, mais elle west pas tenue pour cela de le suivre dans 
tous es ddtails, et chacun des membres de Ia Commission, d'aprés se 
propres informations, mentira peut-dtre le besoin de proposer d'autres 
ifkes que cous qui wont indiquées dans les dou tableanx annexés at 
pywort de M. Outrey., En ee qui concerne lex établisacmments rel 
indigtnes, M- Béclard rendre interminable le néglement 
Tour inilemnité, par  égand du principe de Ja réclama- 
tion judicinire et ‘indi mission ferait bien de réunir, dans 
tune do ges prochaines séances, toutes les informations que ses membres 
arrout recuoillie séparément, et do fixer seulement alors le chiffre es 
nnitén qui seront payéer & ces établissements. 

M, lo Commisnaire de in Grande Bretagne réserve son tour te droit 
appartiont A ehacun des mombres de la Commission, de rechercher par 
sndme quelle pent Otre au juste Véteadue des pertes éprouvées par les 

habitants ¢ivils ou religieux de Damas, 11 cite en substance les rensoigne~ 


Menis qui lui oot été fournis par une personne digne de confiance, et 
Waprés Isquelle une somme de 1,250,001. sterling serait suffisante pour 
ler 4 Vindemnisation générale des Chrétiens de Damas. Lord 
Dufferin ne peat done qu'adopter le moyen terme proposé par M. Béclard. 
_M. le Commissaire Prussien déclare également l'adopter, mais sans 
avoir égant a la nature religicuse des établissements dont il s'agit, 
Wels A ses yeux ne peuvent prétendre A aucune faveur. S'il_y avait, 
ajoute expressement M- le Commissaire Prassien, une difference & tablit 
entre les biens religieux et les biens civils, elle devrait étre au profit de 
ex derniers: car l'Eglise peut etre pauvre, et les établissements religieux 
Went a la rigueur se passer de leurs richesses, tandix que les fanilles, 
pouillées non seulement de leurs objets de luxe, mais do tout co qui 
€5t indispensable A la vio, loi paraissent devoir inapirer une plus gr 
sollicitude, 
Je ‘Commissaire Russe déclare que te principe de la vérification 
Quill reclamait pour les établissements religieux. indigdnes stant admis 
Pour toutes lea catégories, il y adhdre complétement et appuie In. proporie 
tion de M. le Commissaire Francais, 

Son Fxeellence lo Plénipotentiaire Ottoman, voyant la Commission 
toute entidre se rallier A cette proposition, en résume les termes, et il est 
fatendu que chacun des Commissaires apportera, 4 la siance do Mercredi 
‘en huit oa Samedi prochain, no pout, le résultat des informations 

in nature et 1tendue, aural précives que 
Bossbles des pertes éprouvées par ls établissements religieux indigenes do 
a5. 
stance est Jevéo A cing houres, 


(Suiveot lex signatures) 


Tnclonure 3 in No. 271, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, November 28, 1860, 
1 


would be no difficulty whatever i i 
live together in perfect harmony, provided no posit 
exerted to promote dissension between them. 

‘This statment ix all the more important as it wax porfectly voluntary 
On the part of M. Keram, and was in no degree a reply to a leading 
question 

Thave, Ke. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 271, 
Lord Defferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, November 28, 1860. 

L HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Excellency’s information, 
copy of a letter I have addressed to Mr, Vice-Coosul Rogers relative to 
the statement made by M. de Rehfues at the last sitting of the Conforence, 
that ammunition from the Government stores of Aero had! been lately 
Forward wo the Druses ofthe Hauran, i 

Your Excellency will perceive by Mr. Rogers’ reply, copy of which T 
hae also the honour to incloe, that there docs not ace Yo Nave Lee any 
adequate foundation for so grave a charge, 

5B 
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It is certainly to be regretted that more care should not be taken. it 
ing evidence upon the faith of which facts so damnatory to the Turkish 
Government are formally sulmitted to the consideration of the Commis: 
sion, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 271. 
Lord Dufferin to Vice-Consul Rogers. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 24, 1860. 

A REPORT having reached me that a caravan of camels, laden with 
ammunition supplied from the Government stores of Acre, was seed 
proceeding, accompanied by Druncs, ia the direction of the Hauran, 1 
‘should bo glad to know whether auch a circumstance has come to your 
Knowledge. 

Taddress this inquiry more especially to you, as Tam told the fact 
was certifed by a dragoman inthe service of two English tnvellers, 

am, &e. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 271. 
-Consut Rogers to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Begrout, November 24, 18 


| HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordsh 
of this day’ fund, in reply, to state that a short time before 1 left 
Caifls, two English gentlemen. named Dr. Hooker and Mr. D. Hanbury, 
arrived there, and I wax informed by them, aod by their deagoman 
Gabriel Scherbri, a Maltese resident at Jeruaalom, that on or about the 

instant, at or hear Medgdel Krum, they had 

tig asiwards; that the deagoman asked the camelilriver, —w! 
Ce re aa eer ma, he ee 
answor; he then asked a ‘Turkish soldier (but whether he was a Regul 
or an Irregular 1 do not remember), who told him that the cainels were 
laden with ammunition, ‘The said dragoman's saxpicions were raised bY 
these circumstances, 

Aw noon aa Thad an opportunity, I made inquiries at Caiffa, from 
peoplo who bad been in Aero, and I'was distinetly informed that the 
ammunition in question wax being forwarded to Damascus; avid 1 as 
‘atistied that the circumstances slid not merit further investigation, 

T have, & 
(Signed) E. 'T. ROGERS. 


Inolosure 7 in No. 271. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir HL. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrouh, November 28, 1560. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Rxcelleney's information, 
copy of a report by Mr. Vice-Consul Rogers of the disagreeable occurrence 
alluded to in my previous despatch of the 22nd instant, as having lately: 
taken place in the neighbourhood of Bhamdun. 
It would seem that Mr. Benton's statement is fally borne out by the 
facts of the case. A private person professedly armed with authority bv 
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the French General, and supported by French troops, though in no way 

fecognize) by Fuad Pasha, descends upon a Christian village, beats the 

Pati Kooeks down hi wife, plunders tis property, and finally levies a 
ine upon its inhabitants under pain of their houses being given up to 

Pillage. When such acts of unauthorized barbarity are perpetrated Wnler 
f auspices of the Commander of an auxiliary force in a friendly country 

{tis not to be expected that the authority of the Native Government can 
long respected. 

‘When I requested M. Béclard to account for the circumstance, he 
Stated that the gentleman in question must be considered merely to have 
Acted as an interpreter to the Freoch officer in command: while M, «do 

Beaufort seemed inclined to make light of the occurrence, ch as 

Excellency Fuad Pasha had consented to accept his disavowal of all 
Somplicity in'the transaction 

‘To any one, however, admitted, like myself, to the confidence of his 

Meney, it ix very plain that these acts of intolerable violence and 
Usurpation’ render him justly indignant. He has even taken some not 
Yery effectual measures to reassert the outraged dignity of his Govern. 
Ment; but it is evident that the ambiggous and independent position of 
the French General imposes on hin nervous susceptibilities, and keeps him 
In a stato of perpetual embarrassmneat. 

Perhaps i¢ might bo an exaggeration to assert that M. Portal 
Ronduct fs an ordinary instance of tho xystem practised by French Agen 
in this country; but it may be undoubtedly accepted ax a true, thougl 
Aggravated, i mn of the spirit which characterizes their conduct. ‘Bo 
Pring the Government into contempt, to stimulate discontent. and render 
the districts they occupy aa little amenable to Turkish control as possible, 
Appear to be their unroinitting endeavour. 

Undor these circumstances, I beg to express my opinion that the 
Continuance of the occupation of the Lebanon by the French force ix 
highly prejudicial to the interests of the Porte, Ax I have already 
observed in my Jetter to Major Fraser, a wound irritated by tho presence of 
& forcigo substance would sooner heal than the troubles of the Mountain 
he composed #0 long as the French army romaine within ite precincts. 
Fall authority should be given to Fuad Pasha to order itn roturn to, 

rout. [tx presence ik not necessary to the preservation of pence, or te 
the security of the Mixed diatricta. lndeod, at! pernicious am { begiouing 
to consider its influence, that |_am almost prepared to nay it would he wol 
that it should be at once withdrawn from the countey, Upon this extreme 
fontingency, however, I should be glad, for the present, t0 reserve my 
pinion, 

Tn this place, a universal opinion prevails among all. the Europeans, 
that immediately on its departure a Toassacre of the Christians. would 
fuse. Such a fear I believe to be entirely unfounded. Thomch 
Undoubtedly its presence was at first quite a necessity, [have long been 
convinced that Fuad Fasha is in w position to exercise perféet control over 
the most fanatical portion of the population. 

Tut when U consider the means of agitation at the dixposal of the 
Bricsthood, the real panic still extant among the Christiaus, and the 
determination of the French to resort to the leaxt reputable mean nt their 
Aisposal for creating such appearances as may seom to render theit 
departure impossible, 1 am to think that unnecessary ax is thoit 
Presence as long as Fuad Pasha exercises unlimited control, it will 
Tequire considerable Ueliberation to prepare the way for their final evacua- 
ion of the country 

‘The reconcenitration of the whole French army in the neighbourhood 
of Beyrout is, however, a most important and desirable preliminary. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure $ in No, 271. 
Vice-Consul Rogers to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, November 26, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that, on Saturday the 24th innalll 
went to Bhamdan, where [visited Mr, Renton, from whom 1 gained 
turcessary information, and on the following morning I proceeded %® 
Hetathir, where I foond the French fag hoisted over a building in connee 
tion with M, Portalis' factory, and any French soldiers lounging abouts 

Arrived at the ithe Greek priest Mikhail, Lmade inquiries 
about the recent of M. Portalis and of the French soldiens: 
T took the depositions of the said priest, his wife, and his son Elias, whieh 
agree in all esxcatial poiuts. 

‘The evidence ix to thie effect:-—About ten dayx ago M. F, Portalis 
scot for the Christians of the village, and told them that if any of heim 
had property belonging to the Druses they were to keep it, subject to. Bis 
‘orders, aud not to restore it to the owners. Elian, son’ of the pr 
‘answered M. Portalis, informing him that a long time ago a Druxe nat 
Khalil Hakiin find hited! a roont from him, but that be hail lately fed 1 
the Hauran leaving. a little property in. the room, and before atarting Ne 


had thrown the key to hix (Elas’) mother. ‘That when be (Rlias) found 


the Drase hail left the Key and gone away, requiring more space 
his haevest of raisins, he stored some io. the said room, M, Portalis wag 
apparently watisfind with this atatement, and said that he only required 
Drug property. 

‘When the soldiers came to search the Christian houses he (Ellas) 
remiodert M, F. Portalia of what he had told him before. He comanded ® 
Tint of the property belonging to the Drose. Eliay answered that a fist 
coukl be very easily mace, but he did not like to make it hitasel, 

Rrerytblag. bere beloage to the Druve.escepslng these ralsina” “Tk 
searching party found several mattresses in the rooms, and amongst them 
Iwo which they considered were Christian property, so they took them 
away 

‘On Friday, 17th instant, three mea named Yusuf Abhad, Khalil 
Elio, and Yussuf ‘Tamos, accompanied by Fadlalla, the Commandant 
dragoman, aud a number of French soldiers and 
pensantey, caine to the hous of the Greek priest. ‘They away 
from the small room all the property belooing to the Druxe ax indicated 
hy the priest: but thoy left the rest, ‘They thea went to the residence 
the priest, who immediately gave up some property belonging to othet 
Deusos, namely, some whent and a few bage of raixins. M- Fortuné 
Portalis then prevented bimsolf, and with him a female searcher ner 
Néde, He said to the priest, “Oh you pig! will you dare to cot 
Druso property?" and struck bi point of his tick 
stomach. "The priest answered, * Ni jot just. I have show 
you the Druse property, but this i really mine,” In answer M, Poortalis 
‘struck him again with the point of his stick in the chest, by which he was 
burt, and thereupon his wife came to intorpose, saying, " "This ix really ou 
property.” The female searcher pushed the priest’ wife down on the 
Eround, and when she rose M. Portalis strack her one blow on her back 
the priest intecposod, and he then struck him on the aboulder a hard blow: 
‘Phe priest then loft the room, saying that even if they took away eFery 
thing belonging to him, he would not stand by and be "They teat 
awa i ing to the priest, and w 
Title they left, jars, was declared by MI. Ee Portatis to! be tonliseateds 
‘aod he defied the priest to touch it, Some of this property was taken ( 
M. F. Portalis’ store-room. anit some left in the room which had beet 
hired by the Druse Khalil Hakim, the door of which M. Portalis sealed. 

‘The priest's wife spat blood almost immediately after the blow, 
hee son asked M. Portalis for some remedy ; he replied that another blow 
would cure her, 

M. Portalis has placed four relations of the said priest under arrest, 
and they are still confined in his factory. ‘They are accused of having 


led Druse property. ‘They are uot allowed to communicate with 
their friends. ‘Their names are Tames-aboShakra, Murad-abo-Shakra, 


ment of M. Portalis’ proceedings towards the priest aud his wife. 

Mitri-abo-Absi and Eassa Rizk, of the same village, deposed to their 

wing been severely beaten by M. Portalis, and a quantity of their own 
Wheat taken from them. 


Seen by the incloxed document in Arabie hearing M. F. Portalis’ 
Thave the honour also to inclose a literal translation of the same. 
_ I would add that M. Portalis appears chiefly to lovy these contribu 
ions amongst the Greck com avin the M 
extent unmolested. The peasantry expressed th 
Owing to the presence of French troops under hi 

Sigded) T. ROGERS 


Toclosure 9 in No, 271 


-M, Portalis to the Sheikhe of Shdnei 


‘(Translation.) November 16, 1860. 


"Yo our dear friends the (Christian) Sheikhs of Shinci. 

ACCORDING to the instructions given to me by the Gonoral 
‘commanding the French troops, that | should exert mynoll’ to recover all 
thingy that were plundered from the Christians, abd ax this order refers to 
all kinds of plunder, ite execution will require a Tong time to effet. 1 
have deemed it necosary to begin by recovering wheat aiid eatablex for the 
presorvation of the life of God's servants, aul afterwards we purpase exert 
ing ourselves for the recovery of the rest of the plunder, even to a mitkal (a 
Yery small weight), 1 therefore hereby inform you that you, who pay the 
Government taxea great and stnall, are required to pay six mids of wheat, 
three mids of barley, and ten rottols of ralsins each, "These articlos rauxt 
‘be clean and of the best quality, I grant you a torm of five days from 
this date, within which time you are to deliver the said coutributions. 
Otherwise Tubal march upoo you with soldiers, and you will have to pay 
double the amount, \tfor your information. May you be 


Preserved! 
(Signed) FORTUNE. PORTALIS, 
Provident of the Relief Committee of Hamdnu, 


Anclosure 10 in No. 271, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 28, 1860. 

L HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Excellency copy of a 
despatch I have addressed to Major Fraser, who, in conformity with the 
instructions he has received from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, ix about to accompany bis Excellency Fund 
Pasha to the Mountains, 

T trast that the views | havo submitted to Major Fraser's consideration 
willbe such as to meet with your Excelleney's approbation. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


5c 
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Toclosare 11 in No. 271. 
Lord Dufferin to Mojor Fraver 


Sin, Beyrout, November 28, 1860, 
AB the exp 

to the Mounta 

observa 


the potiey of tho ‘Turkish High Commissioner since bia 
arrival in the country, Lam inclined to think that there is one particulal 
in which it has been specially defective. 


‘The lato events had created grave suspicions that the sympathies of 


the Turkish Government had been 

the Druses. Before public © 1 be restored, the impressiolt 

had to be effaced. Le might apposed, therefore, that the 

ment of the authors of the massacres in the Mountain wis the frat 

sinful daties he would be anxious to have dove with, Nevers 

tholess, up to this moment, not a single arsassin has paid the forfeit of 
hi Hie. 

Such a circumstance materially stimulates. the mis 

i alfurds their priesthood reanion for cor 
crunade against the authority of the pliv the 
ny with an ex the Lebanon at 

i a qua So sensible was 
1 of the false position Fuad Pasha created for himself, that 1 
adiressed to him the interpellation L have bad the pleasure of commuole 
cating to you, ‘The ronult hax beon, that an understanding has been come 
to bot word bis Exeelleney and the Commissioners that the aword of jostle 
is no Ionjer to be helt in impolitic suspense over the heads of a whale 
nation, but that thove most obnoxious to punishment should at once Be 
Selred iond dealt with in such a manneras their degree of guilt may justifie 

Chis operation once completed, tn amnesty is to be published int 

indor which the Druse nation will re-enter into the full 
enjoyment of their civil rights and privileges. It ix to. be hoped. that 
by such a display of justice and clemency, it will become porsible {0 
inaugurate for the Lebanon an era of peace and recooeiliation 

In considering, however, the features of this humane project, it must 
thot be forgotten that there are many induences at work calewinted (0 oppose 
te consommation. It ix powible, for instance, that the Christians, WhO 
have already taken advantage of the occupation of some of the Mixed 
Hillages by the French army to commit the mont barbarous. atrocities 08 
Deuxo women, children, and old men, may rekindle their fury on thik 
‘occasion, and repeat the very crimes for which their enemies aro being, 
punished 

Ic is in the remote anticipation of such an event that 1 have addressed 
to the Turkixh Commissioner the letter copy of which T have the honouF 

inelose. It seems tome there ix no precaution which onght to be 
omitted to guard against xo unfortunate a contingency, 

Another danger againat which it will be well for his Heleney 10 
guard atixex out oF a porceptible inclina h to 
forestall the decision of 
sing the Drusos of theie 
would pretond it would bo a 


» a fatal degree on the side of 


future his Excellency choald 
advantages of M, de Beaufort’ 


troops 

his Excellency’s disposal js 7 1 a 
his Excelleney’s disposal is more than equal, ; 
Should, on the contrary, au arrangement be made under which it 
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Mould be competent for the French troops to enter villages, burst open 
es and capture prisoners, it will be almost imporsble to, prevent 
Pillage, violation, and. bloodshed in every locality they vist Ie wight 
‘even happen that, driven to despair, the Druses would hazard a show of 
Mesistange—but io ike to rest a 
i 


agency. 
i precautions may he adopted to avoid this risk cannot bo detory 
til your arrival on the spot shall have acquainted you with the 


ies of the situation ; but in my opiaion his Excellency ought never 
tH bo allowed to forget that he, and he only, will be hold. responsible for 
All unnecessary or unauthorized bloodshed. 

In connection with the foregoing remarks, there Is another cireum- 
Hance to which I would beg to call your attention, ‘The Commintion 
Having recommonded his Excellency to ‘adopt a summary method with all 
thore whom he may seize, it was suggested that no accusation abould be 
Feeeived unless sworn to before the Bishop of the rite ta which the wits 
might bolong. 

1. ix possible, however, that, notwithstanding the pains which have 

n taken to wccure the capture of noue but the most guilty, the agents 
16 whom his Excellency may confide the execution of the necessary 
Measurex may not be over-scrupuloas in theit selection of prisoners, Due 
fare should therefore be had that only those whase hands are dooply dyed 

blood should be required to expiate the guilt of the f 

With the unanimoux consent of the Commision, his Exeelleney hax 
Anoounced his intention of torminating the ungrateful task upon whieh he 

bout to engage, by the immediate promulgation of the amnesty 1 have 
already alluded to. It would be well that thix grace should be conveyed 
Wusuch amp terms, and with such cirewstances of eolemnity. an toy 
bolic tho dignity of the Sultan, aud command the observance of all. the 
Authorities, “whether ‘Turkish, ‘Syrian, or French, now present in the 


Ak soon as the exhibition of the Imperial prerogative whall have 
Fesiored the Mountain to its normal state, it might be desirable for his 
Excellency to invite the French Government to re-concentrate hin forcex 
in the neighbourhood of Beyrout, 

ome such arrangement ix on every account most desirable, 

Fow things can be more fatal to the internal economy of any State 
in that the military force of another nation should be: held. or. an 
solution by ils popelation, ‘he machinery of govern 
clogged, nnd the prestige of its authority damawed, by the 
into fs composition of ao sonaral an elewent. ft would te 
8 unreanonnble to expect the healing process to begin aver a wound still 
Tritated by the presence of a foreign substance as that the troubles of the 
banoo should be composed while French agents usurp the functions of 
ative magistrates, and French influences endeavour to degrade the 

Majenty of the Sultan, and fo stimulate the discontent of his subjects. 

T cannot conclude without expressing a hope that your experience in 
Mealing with barbarous tribes and the various contingencies Incident to 
An unsettled territory will enable you to afford his Excellency the most 

ble assistance in the discharge of a duty which, however odious and 
Fitical, may result in the restoration of peace to the penple atx! authority 
to the Government. 

Thave, &e. 
Signed)” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 



























































Consul Skene to Lord J. Russell. (Received December V5.) 
(No. 68) 
My Lord, Aleppo, November 27, 1860 
A CURIOUS document, secretly circulates amongst the Mussulimant 
of Aleppo, has come into my hands, and T have the honour to inclose a 
copy in Atabic, with a translation of it, for your Lordship's information. | 
Ithough ite pieport states it to be the production of the Ulema OF” 
ned Mussulmans of Dai the style and bad spelling would it 
t origin, One might admit the possibility of is 
having been composed by Christians who fear a renewal of hostile feelings 
towards th tof tho Mahometans, and take this means Of 
drawing attention to theie danger; but there are indications of its having. 
emanated rather from a European than from a native source, and this 
jpothexin would give it a more nerious interest, as involving the idea 
justify the adoption of further measures far the security 
foreign 
jain Alivel-Khitab ig mentioned withont the expres 
be peace!" which i always subjoined by Mabometans to the namey 
Prophet and the first four Galiphs. Ali, moreover, wax not El KI 
which was the patronymic of the Caliph Omar, and such 
‘oot have heen shown by any of the Ulema, ‘The word « kullian 
several times, and it ix never used by Masala 
dasxy ix applied to the holy cities of Isl 
Chrittings. for. theit sacred. places or thiags. "The word ‘= Kowa” is 
{n the sense of * hecwtune ” ax it ik by Christians, “lian” being the Mosaille 
man expromion. ‘Phe name “Sooria." which appears in the paper, is not 
used by Musautmans, who employ the word * Arabistan.” To short, with 
Ont multiplying verbal criticivias, it may be stated that the diction ial 
general different from that which would have come from the leat 
alleged to have written it 4 
The raanoor ia wl lated is too coneiat 
and didactic to be consistent with the ‘writing of native 
whether Christians or Mahometans, contalon passat 
Parallel to. portions of Holy Scripture, such ax the Sth verse of the 24th 
chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew, nnd the 48th verse of the 1 
chapter of St. John’s Gospel, which would certainly not be knows 1 
Musaulmans, and vory improbably even to Christians of this country, 
paper ix said to have come here from the townof Hama, but 
impossible to trace the courve it hax taken, or io what quarter of AlepP® 
it first appeared. b 
Tdo not perceive any ¢ public feeling in consequence of itt 
Jreulation, and Tam glad to be able to report that there ai 
no aymptomx of probable disturbance here. 
Ihave given a copy of it to the Governor-General, who will 
take stich steps as may seem necessary or expedient under the cireal™ 
stances, 


Thave, Ke, 4 
(Signed) "J. HL. SKEN 


Apelosure in No. 272, 


The Ulema of Damascus to thore of Hamah 
{‘Pranglation.) 

AFTER our salutation to you, (know) that the Christians, from the 
hegloning of the reign of Abeul-Mejid, began quarrelling, ant pier 
‘and destroying the integrity of the law of Mahomet; and’ thoy pass 

jy and transgress te obligations imposed on them from old tne by Ue 
Imavm Alj-el-Khitab, and they have begun in this time to strive violent 
with the Mussalmans in every matter which brings a curse ow them, i {Mh 
things which the rules of the just law and the Coran-el-Shereef forbid; 


they hurt them in their religion, overturn the obligations laid on them, 

ch Christiaus ought to obey, and thoy transgress the privileges of the 

lussulmans by sitting above them in official places, aud so on. And the 

Fiat and small amcng them mock the Mussulmans, and their greatest 

ire is to treat the Mussulmans on equal terms. and resomble them; and 

do not know that the Mussulmans are plotting to uproot them aud 
roy their race, and that for the following lawfal reasons — 

The shedding of their blood, the violating of their 
ne ry, the burning of their churches, the destroying of 
ir houses, ts lawful on account of the abolition of the tribute, 

Second Reason.—Many Fetwas from the books * Fetwa-cl-Hindié ” 
7 ” where it is stated strongly that it is not proper 
yee the strength of Christians ; and that the 
istians is necessary for the Mussulmans, by whatever 
i ax the destruction of their erops and their fruits, 
their occupations. 
Reason —it i not. right to honour the Ch May God 
2urse those who dress them with robew of honour! 
Fourth Reason.—Tho nation of infidels ix one nation. 
In the sect of Nakexhbendi thore hs 
Fistian in an honourable po + and it is not proper 
Christians should bo witnesses against Mahometanx (but it is proper 
that Ansairebs should bear witness against Christians). And we will quote 
the saying of God, * Do wot be cowards before the uation of intel 
od throwing amongst them enmity and hatred unto the day of 
‘Ob, nation of Islam, awake from your deep slumber, and come now, 
Ke us extorminate the worshippers of the Cross from these holy cities 
Which they defile, and let not the name of Christian be again mentioned 
Wthem, “And we have heard from the great officials that. the Poworn 
FaDNOL engage in a war, for they have boon weakened by the C 
Rar, "Thin ix tho time to'soize the opportunity ; the time to conquer. the 
Greoks; for the day of their destruction hax arrived, for their. doings 
ean in evidence, and ff we leave them for two yearn more they will 
become stronger than we are, and will take our pince and destroy our 
Face: and for this reason we have begun now to show ourselves, and have 
Imus friends with the officials : and we have learnt tho disturbances which 
took place in Constantinople last year, which are, first, that the greatest 
rt of the men of Government have agreed unanimously to destroy tho 
tan and all the Christians on the face of the earth jn our countey, for 
reason that the Sultan is a man who turns aside from the law of Islam 


onder to help theie entrance into these cities. 

Aad, having verified this from every quarter, ve consulted the Ulema 
‘Wid the officials in order to destroy all the Christians in the Mountain, 
Damascus, Aleppo, and the rest of Siria, by whatever means possible, 


And thus we have iotrigued in the Mountain antil we destroyed them 
te 


‘And dispersed thom in every direction ; and now the same las tal 


con pl 
taken place 
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at Damascus, and we have also destroyed and dispersed them. And you 
0, ifanything takes place in your part, do not help them, but turn your 
‘eyes away from them. 
nd answer us, inorder that we may instruct you how to act hence 
forth : and, secondly, peace be to you! 
igned) Your Brothers the Ulema of Damascus: 





No. 273 
Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell.—{Received December 15.) 


(No, 38) 

My Lord, Damascus, November 28, 1860. 
1 HAVE, the honour report to your Lordahip that, on the 24 
quitted Damascus. Hix Exeek 

by the Reis Shurkri Pasha. who, alth 

ive very general xatinfaction, tis 

therefore, that Emin Mukliss Pasha, the now Vali of Damaseut, 
will noon arrive, 

‘Phe day before yesterday, on the occasion of the French Consul 
frying a vie to Shukei Pasha, by appointment, he wax absent at éhe 

Hedjlis. After some delay, M. Outeey was told to enter the Council y Me 
wan’ there treated, before all the mombers, with such marked Wiscourtesy 
that he rove to depart, giviog the Reis clearly to understand his reasoat 
for vo doing. On the latter's assurances that no slight wax inten 

M. Ontrey was induced to remain to take a cup of coffee, but would nob 
enter on the business about whieh he hail come. 

On Shokri Pasha’s conduct being represented by M. Outrey to the 
Mushie, hin Excellency immediately went for him ; the result of whicls we 
that the following day he called on M. Outrey and apologised for his wat 
of politeness. 

Thave, ke, 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH 


No. 27h. 
Acting Consul Weench to Lord J. Russell.—(Received December 53) 


(No. 39.) 
My Lord, Damascus, November 29, 1860. 
1 MAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship co 
my denpatch of this day's date (o Her Majesty's Ambaxnador at the Subli® 
Porte. 
T have, &c, 
(Signed) * WILLIAM H. WRENCH: 


Inclosure in No. 274. 
Acting Coneul Wreveh to Sir H. Buber 


Sir, Damascus, Nocember 29, 1880, 
IN continuation of my report on the passing eveots of this Pashallé 

dated the Sth November, I have the bonour to report to your Execlleaey, 

thot, in diarogard of the order of the authorities (Rat no Christian shot 


Teavo for Heyrout without being furnished with a pass from the Ge 
upwards of twenty families have since quitted, 

diiculty of pass by a sinall present to the guards stationed at 

of the town. On the other band, almost the only Christians that retr® 


ess here; they do not bring their families, and 
will perait. 

‘The disarmament of the Damascenes proceeds but slowly, and {an 
‘ssured that the number of arms collected does not equal that plundered 
from the Christian quarter, and is not 2 per cent. of the arms actually in 
the possession of the Mussulmans of the town 

‘A new question has now arisen in connection with this measure, 
namely, that the Algerines employed by the Emir Abd-cl-Kader during 
ithe outbreak-of Damascus are required to give up their arme. ‘The Emir 
himself makes no opposition to this order, although by bis manner it ix 
Yery evident that he considers it asa most’ ungracious_ acknowledgment 
Of the services he and his men rendered to the cause of humanity. The 
axe has been referred by the Fronch Consul to his Commissioner at 

will doubtless be discussed by the Representatives of the five 


tances, it would be pesimption in me giving an 
inion on the subject, but E might be allowed to remark that Christians 
the higher as well as of the lower classos declare that nothing shall 
toctora in the Inte 
ts are deprived of th 
Mussulmans of the town being meantime in possession of the greater part 
Of their arms. ‘Thore in also another consideration: that tho armn of 
the Algerines were furnished them at the expense of the French Goveen- 
mont 
‘Pho troopa in the neighbourhood of Haxbeya and Raxboya have 
ately beon making prisoners of Druses, About twenty have as yet been 
brought to Damascus, nod wince sent to Beyrout. It appears that. thore 
femaining in their villages, whether suspected or not, are not molested, 
it any leaving the villages are immediately sclxe, 
_ Major Frascr left Damaxeux on the 17th ultimo for Haxbeya, and has 
‘since, at the request of Lord Dufferin, proceeded to Beyrout, 
Uhave, So. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH, 


275. 
Consul Brunt to Lord J. Ruswell—(Received December 15.) 


My Lord, Beyrout, November 80, 1860. 
L HAVE the honour to inclose a private note I addressed to Fuad 
Pasha, and his Excelleney's rej 
No complaints have been since made to the Consulate af Damascus 
‘on the subject; | feel persuaded, therefore, that no catise for xuch cxints, 
T have, &e 
Signed)" JAS. BRANT, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 275, 
Consut Brent to Fuad Posha, 


Beyrout, le 26 Novembre, 1860. 
J'AI Phonneur de prévenir votre Excellence que j'ai regu une dépoche 

fan’ Gonrexsoment, ef eos" anall de FAmbaaealonr de Be aja 

demandant des renseignements sur les plaintes des Juifs, qui I 

Accusent «avoir participé dans les meurtres de Darmas, J 

que votre Excellence avait déja décharg’ les Joifs détenus en pri 

Feconnt leur innocence. Pour prévenir des accusations dénuces de fonde- 

ment contre Jes Juifs 4 Vavenir, je prie votre Exvellonce de donner 

des ordres aux autorités de Damas de ne pas accepter des plaintes 

de cette nature trop légdrement, et dans tous les eas de permettry au 

grand Rabbin Wassister 4 'examen des accusés, 
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Je Wai pas besoin de suggérer aux autorités de Damas que let 
Juifs ont Le méme droit i leur protection que les Chrétiens. 
Je profite, &e. 
(ignt) "JAS. BRANT, 


Toclosure 2 in No. 275. 
Pad Pasha to Count Brant. 


onsul, Beyrout, le 27 Nocembre, 1860. 
J'AL regu ta lottro confidentielle que yous m’avex adressée hier ai 
sujet des Inradlites de Damas qui avaient été arrdtés sous la prévention 
avoir contribué aux derniers événements dont leur ville avait été Ie 
twinte the s. 
Voor n'ignores pas, M. te Consul, qu'h ta suite de ces évdnement 
avions pris pour régle de cooduite d'arréter méme sur une sini 
accusation lew personnes qui nous étaient désignées comme ayant 
trompé d'une manidre queleonque dans cette xédition contre lex Chrétien, 
Plusicurs Isvaélites ayant été accusés par ces derniers le Tribunal 
Extraordinaire de Damas n'a pas manqué de les arrater pour les examiners 
Le Rabbin de In ville a été appelé & absister & tons les interrogutoines, 
qui ont démouteé Vinnocence de cex prisonnicrs, qu'on a immédiaterent 
relichés. I a’y a qu'un seul Israglite qui ait été retena en prison, dé 
hombroanes accusations pesant sur lul et des tmoiie & décharge He 
Nétant pax présentés. Pour ompécher que dex arrestations de ce genet 
qui peuvent avoir sles conséquences graves et Giennent toujours x ville 
Stat irritation continuelle, we renoavellent, j/ai donné lex 
jon nécexsires aux autoritén locales pour qu’elles n'opérent 18 
saisie de corps que sur les personnes qui auraient A lear charge doe 
iecunations justidiges, Vous pourres daitleurs, M. te Consul, assurer tant Ie 
Gonvernement de Sa'Majosté la Reine aque son Ambassadenve & Constant 
nople que je ne négligerat rien en vue eaxsuror Ja tranquillité dex wujets 
dle Sa Majenté le Saltan, n'importe a quelle religion ils appartionneat, e 
que Juserai de toat mon pouvoir pour éviter qu'on ley mofeste, wimporte 
de quolle maniire, 


Aggies i 


(Sign FUAD. 


io, 276. 
rd. J. Russell, Received Deceniber 15.) 


Begrout, December |, 1860, 
HIS Excellency Sir Henry Lytton Bulwer made some inquiries of me 
Syria to whieh I replied and have the honour to transmit the Copy 
patch. 
‘T did not think it necessary to enter more deeply into the subjech 
ax the Commission appointed for that purpose, and now en; 
inquiry, will, without doubt, accomplinb the object of its research in the 
moat complete manner. 
T have, &e, 


(Signed) JAS. BRANT. 
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Inclosure in No. 276. 
Consul Brant to Sir HL Bulteer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 18 1860. 


THAD the honour to receive your Excellency’s despatch No, 13, 

was glad to learn that my No. 48 was approved, 5 

I think that Foad Pasha has quite settled that the Hadj shall never 
Mhore assemble at Damascos. 

‘As to the re-organisation of the province of Syria it is a diffioult 
{Wvestion, and the details require much examination and discussion, 

T have loog since expressed my opiaion that it should be placed 
Sudor a permanent ruler not liable to be removed like an ordinary Pasha 
‘The nclection from among the Pashax of the Porte of one to be tasted 

tho main difficulty at the time, and a fresh one has since been 
Hoporadded, namely, the large sum of money required vo pat matters 
00-8 proper bass, as a fresh starting. point 

‘o this end a special loan to Syria, xecured on the revenue of the 
Province, seems inilixpenaable, for a rable sum of money ix required 
4o repair damage done to property, and to compeuxate, in part, thone who 

we lost their all, and thus enable them to re-ostablixh their commerce. 

Without this confidence will not revive, and without conlidence In the 
fature nobody in Europe will venture to make loan ; #0 that iL appears 
Becessary that some friendly nation ahould asixt the Turks to enable 

to take thix preliminary step. 

If that be accomplished, I see no difficulty in restoring prosperity to 

nd. if such a Governor as is demanded be found, inoumerable 


I think your Excelloney appears to exaggerate the fear of exciting 

Mussulman population to. an attack on the Christians by the severity 
of the punishments inflicted. An outbreak wax considered ax nat 
improbable at Bagdad, when the news of the executions at Damascus 
checked it, It wax the xame in some of the European provinces, ax also 
at Eraeroom, A natural disponit inb the Mosaulman to fall 
‘upon the Chiriatia f thinks 
that he can «do so with impunity, and it iv only the vigour shown by the 
authorities g crime that will ever keep the Mumvlinan within 
bounds, ; , 

Tam quite of your Excollency's opinion that, in_ the re-organisation 
Of its Government. Surin taust be considered as an integral part of tho 
Eopire, and not ax af independent province. It iw only on that view that 
the ty of Turkey can be maintained: by the admission of any 
‘other its dismomberment would have commenced 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "JAS. BRANT. 


No. 277. 


Major Braser to Lord J, Russell —(Reeeiced December 15.) 
(No. 12) 
My Lord, Begrout, November 80, 1860. 
T HAVE had the honour to receive, at Boyroat, Mr, Hammond's 
patch of the ath November, expressive of your Lardship's wish that I 
should continue at Damascus antil further orors 
As will be more particularly detailed in another communication, L 
itted Damascus for Hasbeya nearly & Tortnight ago, for the purpose ‘of 
inquiring into the state of affairs in that portion of the Anti-Letwnon, At 
the request of Lord Daiferin, | ‘order {0 consult 
with his Lordship, before accompanying Fuad Pasha in-an expedition 
Agaiast the Druses. This daty being of a very émportant nature, and ax 
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Lord Dufferin is at present on his way to Damascus, where all was. quie 
Thelieve I shall best oll your Lordship’s intention, by ‘completing, ay 
resent duty, aa already arranged with Ms. Exclleney: Fuad Pash 
with Lord Duaferin, when U shall return to Damusees oa deka ea 
that —s course may moet your Lord a Seperate 
Vith regard! to the inclosure in my despatch No. 9, Lam at a k 
account for its nod-actival atthe Foreign Office having wth wa wa raed 
Rigs ee a poe oo ek is being then transmitted under flying seal, 
hrough Lord Dufferin, The inclosure bax not been found amonest bis | 
ri eae t heen found amongst hi 
Very much regret this accident, the more wo that y despatoh 
0 UL, Limade xpecial reference to the missing docu cot, of which | vom 
tranamit-a duplicate copy : epee Ob wick eae 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. J. PRAS! 


Inclosure 1 in No. 277, 


Fuad Pasha to Major Brose 


Deas, Je 20 Otsre, 10602 

personties qui ont été envoyées ce matin A Beyrout apparticanent 

i bilitd de cette ville, et quelques uns étaient tembres cu Consel 
Provincial. lis avaent été arridee T's its tae oH Ce 

dirigé Ja population Mursulmane lors des dernier’ 

: traction de leur procs a durd axsex longtemps, le Tre 

brunal"Extraordinate.chercbant a! trourer dey pee ata le Te 

alte jouvaneontrainer Te mastoums dex pee route oa 

pour éclairor si les trintos webnes ps étaient le frnit d'un complote 

Kivewne preaee ne renant pent Waren ru 


lant condamas lex une Ta détontion perpeévelle ou & tema 


St les autres dun exil A tomps, J'a) fait aussi arrOter, t 
nerdient quelques notablen qui ont até nuns eondammts pase atarely ak 
devoire sle citoyens, wayant pax uate de leur jullucnee muy 
ple pour arrdter Je soulevement contre les Cheétenm Stee MHF Me 
a nvoyds A Heyrout et de IA ceux qui ont été condam 
noront ditigés & Ie de Chypre, poor quis xolent A ma. portéey 
ue je les fame revenir pour leur ‘infliger une punition plus forte 
gillon parvint & découvrir quils oot été pour quetque chose dans. cae 
venements. Jo vous envoie ci.joint une liste relatant lex nome de cok 
Pormannes, ot le genre-et In durée de lours condamnatioms, “oO 8 8 
Veuillex, &e, 
Bigned) —" FUAD, 
Se 


{closure 2 in No, 277. 


Dist, 


Sheikh Abdollah Halebi, condamné & la détent ion 
cabels is bare sew proches ont 66 bannis de (Le mad ae 
Nassouh Pacha Zadi Abdallah Bey, Hassebi Zadi Achmet Efendi, 
Aa Zadi Mohammed Bey, A quinte ans de détention pet 
Mufti Tahir Efendi et Khaze Zadi Eumer Efendi, i ie 
ee cial ee Eumer Efendi, a dix ans de détention 
ani Zaudi Abdallah Bey. Ali Bey son Gl Efendi Nakiby 
Farvouk Zadi Abdou! Hadé ttendi, trois ans deni eet Naki et 
ae lesbians des détenus sont séquestrés par I'Etat, en attendant les 
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No. 278. 


Major Fraser to Lord J, Russell —{Reccived Deceiber 1) 
@o.13) 7” 
My Lord, Beyrout, December 2, 1860. 


ON the 17th ultimo f left Damascus for the purpose of ascertaining 
Personal inspection the present condition of th y around Mount 
leemon, regarding which no certain information had recently bee 
fSbtained, “Elis great mo Neagi ca pHaelpal! endagnoldor the 
unex, I found surroanded by a cordon of Turkish troops, posted in three 
{amps occupying the commanding positions of Katana, ov the south-east; 
on the south-west; and Deir-cl-Kamar, on the north of the range, 
ie average atrength of each camp amounted toabout 2,000 Regulars, 
ioly Tofantry, in serviceable condition , hesides a sioall force of Irregular 
walry. 
From theac centres patroles were constaitly kept up, and night- 
nts made upon such villages as were suspected of harbouring Druse 
tives inculpated lo the late massacres,or of boing recoptactes for plunder, 
W this manner prisoners were taken daily during my stay in that region, 
And stolen property, to a xmall amount, recovered; the Turkish Com 
Manders, x0 far as n'short stay coabled ime to judge, appearing anxious 
todo their duty faithfully, 
‘The great majority of the Druxe inhabitants were occupying their 
Fillages: those who had Ned to the Haurin, during the move on Lebanon 
Fuad Pasha and the French forces, having returned to their homes, 
Mith the exception of the wore notorious criminals. Yet, a feeling of 
Bneariness prevailed, in conscquence of these occasional arrests, although 
ondducted with the least possible disturbance: and the attitude of the 
Irusen wax one of expectancy, but apparently without any thought of 
ering: rexintance—at least to the troops of the Sultan, I'met some of 
their principal mea, who intimated to me that ifany attempt were made to 
Infliet capital punishment on. their Chiefe now under trial at Beyrout, a 
eral rising of the whole tribe would follow. { asqured them that’ if 
ey courted thoir entire destruction ax a people, they could adopt no 
ter plan ta secure it: and L believe my remark had the effect intended, 
On inquiring of them how their countrymen had escaped when driven 
But of Lebanon’ before Fund Pasha and General de Weaufort, 1 was 
Ynformed that they had not passed through the necond ‘Turkish’ line, ax 
Awserted by the Frooch, but bad passed to the southward between the two 
ines, whose reapective Manks were unconnected in that direction. ‘They 
Abus’ at once gained the soinhabited and marshy region of tho Haleh, 
Whence they easily reached the Haurio, 
ohjects being to ascertain the actual condition of auch 
‘yet remained in the district, on my arrival at Rasheya 1 
falled together thoxe found in that village: they amounted to 80 men, 
With 250 women and children—85 of the women being widows whoxe 
vods Had been slain in the massacre. ‘They had received little or 
Wothing from Goverment for their support, and lived upon what romai 
Property th of upon charit 
Tealled upon the Local Governor to amead this state of affairs, when 
¢ of flour was mado the xame day, and regularity in this. respect 
Promised for the future, 
Tt being desirable that accommodation shonld be found for such 
hristians ax might choose to return from Beyrout, | iospected the hourex 
Which had escaped tho conflagration: had the roofs repaired, where 
Aamaged; and the houses cleaned and locked uj ler Goverament seal, 
that they might remain ready for use when required, | requested the 
Sfficer in charge to send to Foad Pasha a list of the accommoslation 
disposable, which was ample for about 1,500 persons. : 
‘At Hasbeya I found pretty much the same state of things, except 
that the ruin aid subsequent desortion of he village had been tore eon 
te. The Christian population now nombered but 25 men, and about 
100 women and children; six months ago it amounted to 3,500 souls. 
Mere, also, I secured the issue of rations for these unfortunate person: 
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Among whom, as well as at Rasheya, I distributed pecuniary 
charitable fund at my disposal. {called upon the offcer commanding ti 
battalion forming the garrison of the place to procare from among the 
Druses coverlets, beds, &c,, for the use of the Christians during the indles 
h he undortook todo without delay, 
for about 700 persons, in addition to the 
Above-named numbers. 

Thad much conversation, both here and at Rasheya, with the mort 
intelligent among the Christians regarding their prospects for the future 
Those now in the villages seom bent on q them, unless the Druste 
he signally pu nd the whole population, sees at Sidon and 
Beyrout, return heir houres being rebuilt, and their losses corte 
pensated. They manifest little inclination to employ themselves in the 
meantime, but propowe to live at Beyrout o¢ elsewhere at the cout 
Government, or by the aid of European charity, and had no plans for the 
futuro should there eesources fail them. ‘Phone who bad been tay 
Boyrout had evidently heen imbued with very extravagant ideas of fa 
intervention in their Terie to diapel these, and to induce ther 
to take @ more sober view of their position, but I fear with little 

T regret to add th natu con 
Tittle or no grain hax been sown, aut ther reason to fear 
Want and mixery must ensue during the coming year. During my stay ab 
Masbeya an arvder arrived fromm F' 
sinter of the great Druse Chic 
where her brother is now under trial, This lady 
selteving many Christians in hee house during the maxx 
their lives were saved, On receiving Fuad Pasha’s order abe request 
to peak with me. T went to her house, when 
why she Was weot for, and what T would advine hor to do. 1 told hee! 
Was ignorant of Fuad Pasha’s object, bot she must undoubtedly at onee 
comply with his orders, which the did the same day. 1 now learn that 
numerous Cheistians had demanded Ker arrest, as they uow do hee exeetie 
tion, on the plea that ahe was the chief instigator of the massacre 
Hasbeya. My own inquirien on the spot lead me to form a very different 
opinion, which, with its grounds, I have expressed fo Fuad Pasha. 

At Hasheya T also procured the names of upwards of 200 Druses, of 
more or lea note, who attended the great political mooting oF conspiracy 
At which the marsacre wax resolved! upon only a few hours before 
execution, the meeting having beon held after the funeral of n certs 
Sheikh (Abon Saleh) much esteemed among the Dranos, and who had died 
‘of wounds received in an attack upon the C 
previously. ‘These names, by the desire of Fuad Pasha, 1 
hin Eexcelloncy's 

ccoxiaulting with his Lordship before 
i» further expeditir 


being permitted 
fo blows with ich wil beac 

way settle the dilicule question of meting owt due pus 

people, Whether the desira for an opportunity of acquiring 

distinction, oF the hope of gaining ulterior political advantages conuect 

with the possession of Druse territory, be influencing motiv the 

Formation 6f such an opinion, ie ix hardly necessary to eonsiler=—it belt 

certain that auch a course would prove highly dangerous. to. the gener 

peice of Syria, and eatinot, therefore, be entertained, Fuad Paxha’ being 

Anxious to induce General dy Beaufort. an amicable way. to Torexe hi 

wishen, has delayed hin awn Weparture ti preliminary be arranged: 

of the satidfactory accomplishment of which T hope to by 

"Phe Furopean Comuiaion, including ‘ont Dut 
Darsascux on the 20 Tostank. it being. poponed. to Tews a heary hoe of 
that city by way of indemnity tw aid of the Christian losses. A. sunt 


320,001. has been named, and provided this amount be adhered to, and 
Payment be enforced within a limited thongh reasonable time, I feel 
Assured that the general nature of this infliction will produce a far more 
marked and lasting elect upon the Damascenes than any capital pantsh- 
ments which have yet been inflicted in their city. 
T have, &e. 
Signed) "A. J. FRASER, 
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Lord J. Russell to Farl Cowley. 
(No. 1,243) 
My Lord, Foreign Ofice, December 15, 1860. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No, 280. 
Sie M, Bulwer to Lard J, Russell —(Received December 17.) 


(No, 812) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Deceniber &, 1860. 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordships 
patch No. 620 of the 10th November, directing my attontion to the 
 inclosed in Lord Dufferin’s despatch, addrossed to me, dated 
the 26th of October, reapecting the present condition and future prospects 
of the Christian population of Damascus; and 1 have to inform your 
aship that the Porte hax written to Fuad Pasha to give his opinion on 
the measur best caleulated to secure the objects in view. 
have, &e. 
Bigned) RY L, BULWER. 





No. 281. 


Lord J, Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
No. 43.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 17, 1860, 
THAVE to state to you that I approve the instruction which yo 
Auldrewed 10 Major Fraser on hiv proceeding to join Fuad Pash's 
expedition to the Mountain; acopy of which is inclosed in your Lordship’ 
Gespatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople of the 28th 


ultimo, 
fam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





 Tncasure is No, 240, 
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No. 282, 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Fane. 
(No. 51) % 


Foreign Office, December 18, 1860, 
LINCLOSE herewith to you a copy of a despatch which has beet 
ditressed by Lord Dulferin to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
vn sketch of a scheme forthe future sctlement of the Provin 

u will communicate this paper to Count an 
will state atthe same tine that Her Majesty's Goveranscat ace dined 
to slew Lord Dufleri’s sketch favourably. ‘They are disposed, however, 
o think that, if adopted, the Governor of Syria should be named with 

onset ofthe five Powers. mF of S88 should be named with the 
Tam, &e. 
J) RUSSELL: 





Lord Dufferin 0 Lord J. Russell,—(Reeeived December 20.) 
(No, 35, Secret and Confidential) 
My Lord, Dirmascun, December 5, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Lordubip's 
information copy of a despatch of the 20th ultimo, marked Secret and 
Confidential, which I have addressed to Hor Majesty's Ambasxador at the 
Porte, roporting a conversation T had the honour of holding with 
B y Fuad Pasha respecting the course to be pursued toward 
Khoorsbid Pash 


ERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Incloxure in No, 263, 
Lard Dufferin to Si¢ H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, November 2, 1860. 

DURING the course of a very confidential conversation I had yesterday 
with Puad Pasha, hin Excolleney discovered, to. my reat surprise, & 
‘manifent inclination to wave, if posible, the fife of Khoorshid Pasha; snd 
even went 90 far an to sak ne whether, ia the event of that unhappy. an 
belag condemned to dent by the Extrnordinary “Tribunal, thought there 

ould be a possibility of intucing the Commision to intercede fo 
commutation of his sentence. pleaded a 
wielly replied that in my opinion his Excellency would be committi 

‘great imprudence i heandeavoured to throw his mautic over mat what 
misconduct had caused xo. much Moodahed, and whose guilt had been x0 
universally recognised, and that it was out Of the question to expect that 
the Commission, or any member of it, would interfere on his behalf 

_ Nave, &e. 

Gigued) ~— DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 
ee 

No. 261. 
Lari Dufferin to Lord J. Ruasell.~ (Receive 2 

ore, Russell. (Recrived December 20.) 
My Lord, Damascus, December 5, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Loedship's 
infurmation copies of further despatehes which I have this day addressed 
to Her Majosty’s Ambassador at the Porte. a 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
* Inconere 8 


339 
Inclosure 1 in No. 284. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, November 29, 1860. 


ATT the last meeting of the Commissioners the question ax to the 
Amount of the penal tax to be imposed on the Mussulman population 

mascus again eame wader our consideration 

A marked change was to be observed in the language held by 
M. lidelard on this occasion, to bo attributed probably to the more accurate 
Wnformation he hax received from his Consul ax to the real amount of the 
disposable wealth in that city. M. Ootrey has in fact frankly stated that 

collection of 11,8661.) within a weak, ax propo 
by the French C aple impossibility. By the end o 
Month he thinks two-thirds of the sui might possibly be obtained; but ev 
this could only be accomplished by having resort to the extraondiaary 
expedient of ordering the Froach army up to within a fow miles of the 
Rates of Damascus. 

_ My own inquiries have led me to form the opinion that 10,000,600 
fisstres (3.8844) a month is the most rapid rate at which any tax ean 
Tevied, and that 60,000,000 (416,666.,) ix the highest amount we could 
demand without permancotly paralyzing the industrial energies of the 
Population, 

‘The difference between 60,000,000 and 83,000,000 reduced to a pers 
Sentage upon income would be ax 16 to 23 per cent. 

J, therefore, ventured to propore 50,000,000 piustres 10 be cotlected 
‘within five months as the maximum amount In money and the minimum 
Fate in. time on whieh we could insist, 

M. Béclard exprossed hisavelf xatintiod with even lows than this, and 
Suggested 33,000,000 in four months. Fuad Pasha stood out for a delay 
Of “hing mouths. A long discussion which then ensued was Guaily 
eonchided by my auggesting that we should adopt the mean of the extreme 
terms which had been severally proposed in money and in time, vis, 
40,000,000 as a compromine between the 15,000,000 recommended by. 
AM, Outeey and the 30,000,000 suyzested ox a maximum by myself, and 
igh months as a middle poriod between the four months of M. Béclard 
anil tho fifteon of M. Outrey 

Thin proposition seemed to meet with general acquiescence, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DURFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 284, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir Hi Bulwer. 


Domaseus, December 3, 1800 
1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the European 
Commissioners have taken advantage of Fuad Pasha's absence from 
Heyrout to transfer themselves to this place. "The prcieet of a journey to 
jascus had been frequently suggested by the Roxsian and Prumsian 
presentatives. but more pressing business, M. Béclard's indiaposition, 
‘other circumstances, have hitherta stood in the way of its accomplish- 
Tent, 
Although m) vious visit to this city, as well as the advantage I 
its enjoyet at Keyrontof dally someuidication mids Mf Bape sete 
fuich an expedition less incombent 0 than on my.colleagues, 1 have 
Always expressed my readiness to join the party whenever the majority 
Should have decided on undertaking it. IU was therefore with the greatest 
Feadiness that Lasceded to the proposal made to me by M.de Rehfues 
that we should occupy the interval which must occur before Fuad Pasha 
Could resume his duties as President of the Commission by a joint 
inspection of one of the chief centres of the late disturbances, 
Before giving my final consent, however, I felt it was necessary to 


Sir, 




















come to a distinct understaniling as to the circumstances under whieh the 
Journey ‘was to be performed, more especially as 1 had been given tp 
inderstand that Mode Ueaufort was good chough to propose that we 
Sich an arrangement seemed to me vory objectionable. ‘The expeditiog 
to Damascus had been advocated on the grounds that our presence wad 
nllay the fears and jospire the confidence of its Christian inhabitants ; but 
Tor the Commissioners to appear before the gates of the city, hedged in by 
foreign bayonets, seemett (me at unlikely way of producing a reassuring 
ect. 1 therefore exprossed my decided opinion that it would be more 
Consistent with international nage, as well as with the requirements 
thir particular oceasion, that we should dispense with so unnecessary & 
preenution and make our entey into Damascus with such a guard of honoue 
fhe the courteay of tho ‘Turkish authorities might jnduce them to furnish. 
‘To this proposal M. Iigclard, with the amiability he never fails to exhibit 
‘nt once ngeeded, anil we have come hither unattended nave by our cavanses 
‘aud household vervante 4 

Tconfexn that it bas been very disagreeable to me to insist upon this 

apparently churliah condition, None of wy colleagues took the same view 
the case as tiywelf, and T have little doubt bue that my objection t0 a 
‘ronch escort has bees attributed to the most paltey motives 

‘Neverthelews, Lean assure your Excellency that 1 should have held 

exactly the same language had the troops in question been those of Her 
If'l have rightly comprehended my fustructions, it docs not 

AP that our Government Intended that the Buropean Commission 

ide in aay way accredited to the people of Syria. Our functions 
lure deliberative, and our action is restricted to the exercise of a certald 
oral promure. on ouF colleague the Turkish High Commissioner. 
Carrvund ourselves therefore by European troops, ane with all the pomp 
find ceremony of a military procession, to make a triamphal entry inte & 
principal city of an indepenctent Sovereign contrary to the manifest desire 
Bf his Vicogercat, seems to me as great a breach of decorum as it Is 
tnisapprehenaion of the real natore of oUF wixsion. This view of the case 

‘aturally proved somewhat distaatetal to M. de Beaufort and bie 
Officers. and it bis reqoired no little composure to meet the cager though 
friendly remonstrances with which I have been asaailed by the Fronett 
General and hin Stall for having induced the Commission to let alip #2 
briant an opportunity af diaptasing thempeleoe to the eyes of the Damas 
‘cone clothod tn the terrors of European war. 

My previous convictions, howerer, have only heen confirmed by these 
amicable discussions, for T ind that even the accompaniment of Artillery 
‘would not have been considered by wom of these gentlemen inappropriate 
adjuncts to our ntate. 

‘We reached Damascux on Saturlay the Ist instant. A guard of 
honour had been sent the day hefore to the xpot where it had been arrangs 
weahould encamp, and a Pasha accompanied by several officers of rank 
forte out fo mect tn ax We approached the city. Our entry was conducted 
with every eireunstance of courtesy the oceasion could be considered (© 
Fequire! the guards were turned oat, the bands played, and the line 
marelt was duly riaintained by xoldiers and policemen. 

“Phe populace appeared eoriovs and orderly, and sprigs of rosemary 
in token of peace and welcome were handed (0 us as we passed along. 
Nevertheless it eanniot be doubted but that our arrival is asource of alarm 
to the Moslem popolation, and my own observation enabled me to detect 
among the silent spectators that lined the streets occasional symptoms ol 
their hatred and disgust. 

“Tho town is perfectly quiet, and Christian life and property. a8 
probably never more secure, 

T have, se, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 








Sir H. Bulwer to Tord J. Russell. (Received December 22.) 


(No, 839.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December U1, 1860. 

1 HAVE read with much attention Lord Dufferio’s despatch of 
November 4, relative to the scttlement of Syria, which seems to me Lo 
‘Contain the ‘most sensible views as to the government of that Province 

Epa cones ds a 4 should 

‘But it appears to me desirable, first, that any plan suggested shoul 

ny witkeat too. great a. diffcalty. the assent of the Portes and 
Seconilly, that no plan should be at once adopted of an irrevocable and 
Permanent character. 

Iti difficult in these experiments to way at frat what will or will not 
Answer the enc intended, and one is perpetually liable to get hampered 
Dy engagements which experience may show, as they develop themselves, 
Wo be opponed to policy and good sense, 

Tf we wanted any proof of this, I should point to the old arrangement 
“As to Mount Lebanon, on which the French Government stil thinks itself 

int, although that arrangement really ix and hax proved itself 
far Jess for governing the Mountain than for not 
vent to exint th 
would be— 
‘That a Governor-General for Syria, with very extenxive 
should bo named for five years, the Porte consultitig the Great 
Powers as ta the choice. 

Secondly. T should be to Invert Lord Dafferin's financial 

position, and Jnstead of waylng a certain tribute ix to go to the Porto, 

di the rost of the financial resources to Syria, 1 should stipulate that 
the Syrian expenditure, placed on a certain scale, whould be paid out of 
Bri revenue, and that the rexidue sbould go f the Ottoman Govern- 

Mt. 

Teould bring forward mony arguments in favour of this change, as 

humiliating to Ottoman pride, and more watisfactory ax to. Syrian 
Adininistration : bat it seems to me these argaments will be apparent, 

A certain difficulty occurs, however, here, namely, the pledges ax to 

Syrian revenue which the Porte has already made with Mirés an 
Others. 

‘This, however, might, I think, be got over. 

‘Thirdly, As to indemaities: T cannot think that thin question ean be 
Settled in Syria solely by the Commissioner 

I think they should give their opinions both ax to the amount and the 
‘more of raising it, and that their views should then be referred here, and 
the Porto's aanction obtained, or its objections listened t 

‘A loan would certainly be the best way of settling the matter 
Property, and if the Commissioners named any reasonable sum. and the 

reat Powers guaranteed the loan on some fair security, and on the 
ondition that they should control its application, thie alfa, otherwise #0 
ifficult of arrangement, might be settled. 

Fourthly. Ithink if the Maronite Principality ix to exist, the Druse 

ld exist also. I consider it would be a great injustice, and an act of 
reat impoicy, to crown the plans ofthe Maronites, who, it i sai, 
Prepared the attack against the Druses, with complete xuccon. 

_ The two Kaimakams should be suppressed or maintained, and some 
fhir arrangement made as to the Mixed Districts, independent of late 
‘events for if the Drases are to be blamed for their eruelty when provoked, 

Maronites are to be blamed for provoking them. 

Fifthly. 1 shoald. leave the Commission for six months after the 
Arrangement ix concluded, in order to see that itis properly earried out 
fay own opinion is that an additional security rajght be given to Europe by 
leaving 1,200 troops of different nations stationed at or near Beyrout for a 
‘rtain period; oF by the Porte taking into its pay an European force of 
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1,000 or 2,000 men, who would furnish a force independent of the passi 
which, it must be expected, will for a time agitate the country. 

U should, however, add that the Ottoman Government would be 
to cither of these measures, and I do not know how Her Majesty's 
Government would view them, 

‘There is one consideration which, however, I bog to bring sti 
under your Lordship's notice, and which M. ‘Thouvenel’s remark to L 
Cowley makes more imperati 

Ibis desirable, undoubtedly. that the French occupation should conse! 
it Is at the same ‘time desirable that some settlement ax to the fut 
condition of Syria should simultaneously be arrived at; and it ix 
that the Commissioners were charged with giving ideas on thin mat 
Bor if the cessation of tho French occupation ts to be dependent. upon, 
decision of the European Comminsion, if is clear that the torm of 
months was an illusory one, since that term will have to be fixed by 
crimination ofa labour to the cowpletion of whieh no date ts assigned 

Tt neoms to me, moreover, that though the opinions of the Cx 
sionera may bo most valuable, and that their concurrence would. be high 
desirable, that after all it will be for the Porte and the Powers 1 

igulate this matter, and that it might even be easier for the Comminaion 
to arrive promptly at some result on project ted to it by the 
Government than simply’ as the-cunsequence of thei? 9 
00%. 
therefore, led to nuggest. that the Porte itself in notieloge 
the timo Is drawing near at which, according to the Convention. the 
French troops have to be withdrawn, abould lay. a dre 
Acheine forthe future yorerament of Syria before the couxideration of Ue 
jovernments. 

‘This, if your Lordship should prefer it, might be dane through Fuad 
Pasha; but there are reasons of a delicate nature which might make 
difficult for him to initiate proposals, and Tam also inclined to thiok that 
the Sultan wool! not like to give him the power of doing 0, 

If your Lordsh opinion, then, that the Porte should \tself take 
the stop referred to, and that immediately, { would ventare to axk to heaF 
from your Lordship, by telegraph, to auch effect, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HESRY L. BULWER. 


No, 286, 
Sir HI, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell—(Received December 22.) 
(No. 845.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 12, 1860. 
| HAVE the honour to transmit to yon herewith copy of a despatell 
which | have thix morning addressed to Lord Dufferin, on the subject 

referred to in my despatch to your Loniahip No. 89 of the Hd inwtant. 

: have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


Inclosure in No. 286. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Constantinople, December 11 
' HAVE read with great attention yoor Lardship's able despatch 
of November 4th, relative to the settlement of Syria, which seems 
to contain the most sensible views as to the government of that 
province yet put forward. 
The only observations I think it necessary to make are, that any plan 
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Suggested should be calculated to obtain, without too great a difficulty, 
the assent of the Porte, and that na plan should be at once suggested of a 
Permanent and irrevocable character. is 

Ieis difficult in these experiments to say at once what will or will not 
Answer the end intended, and one is perpetually liablo to get hampered by 
engagements which experience will show, as they develop themselves, to 
to be cither impolitic or impracticable. 

If we wanted! any proof of this, I should point to the old arrangement 
85 to Mount Lebanon, on which the French Government xtill thinks itvell 
bound to insist, although that arrangement really is. aud has proved 
itself to be, an arrangement far less for governing the Mountain than for 
rec nn crvenpeacee aces oe go 

‘My notions, then, would be, Brat, that a Governor-General for Syria, 
with very extensive authority, should be named for five yenrs, the Porte 
consulting the Great Powers as t0 the choice. 

Secondly. I xbould be disposed to invert’ your financial. proposition, 
And ingtead of saying a certaln tribute is to go to the Porte, and tho rest 
Of the Syrian revenue to the Syrian Government. I would assign a eortain 
Teveoue to Syria for itx own expenditare, and stipulate that only the 
Fesidyo of its contributions should be remitted for general purposes to 
Constantinople, 

| think thix would be more agreeable to the Sultan as bearing lows the 
Appearance of severing this peculiar province from the Kwpire, and would 
Provide ms certainly at least for the wants of the Local Government. 

It would give, moreover, a general intereat to the Porte In the good 

Borerament and welfare of the province. 
Wo are not, indeed, to lose sight of this fact, namely, that having the 
intention to aupport the Ott pire, and its maintenance being only 
Pomsible on the ground that reforms are to take place in its general organ 
ation, i 4 be uowise anid inconsistent to baxe our proceedings on a 
contrary belief, and separate Syria from the rest of Turkey, on the ground 
that all that is bad in the government of that country’ generally is to 
Temain as it in. 

Jt seems 10 me most important to hear this steadily io wind ; for if we 

-ard if, we commence—and on a principle which muxt and will oxtond 

[—the dismemberment of the Empire ax a whole, and the eonstitution 
Of @ variety of insignificant States, which will have uo weight in the 
balance of power in Europe, and he, on. the contrary, the theatre of 
constant rivalries and conllicts between the difforpnt Great Powers, 

‘There will be a difficulty ay to the Syrian revenue, owing to the 
Mirés loan, for which it furnishes a guarantee : but thix may be arranged 
by a subtitnte. 

hirdly, as to indowos J cannot think that this 
ettled in Syria solely by the Conmissiuiers, I. think they should 
their opinions both ax to the amount and the modo of raising it; aud that 
their views should theu be referred bere, and the Porto’s sanction obtained, 
F its objections listened to, 

A loan would certainly be the best way of mottling the matter proper} 
And if the Commissioners named any reasonable sum, and tho 
Powers guaranteed the loan on some fair security, and on the eandition 
that they should control its application, this affair, otherwise so dillienlt 
of arrangement, might be nettled. 

Fourthly. ‘I think if the Maronite Principality is to exist, the Druse 
should exist also, 

T consider it would be a great injustice and an act of great, impolic 
to crown the plans of the Maronites, who, it ix sald, prepared the attacl 
fagainst the Druses: with complete success. ‘Thus, I think that the two 

‘aimakams should be xuppressed, or maintained, and some fair arrange. 


ment male as to the Mixed districts independent of late aventa’ for if the 
Druses are to be blamed for their eruelty whea provoked, the Maronites 
are to be blamed for provoking them, 

Finthly, 1 shold leaye the C 
Arrangement is concluded, in order to see that iti properly carried out; 
and my own opinion is that an additional security might be xiven to 


ix months after tho 
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Europe by leaving 1,200 troops of differeot nations at or near Beyrout 
for a certain period, or by the Porte taking into its pay an European 
corps of 1,000 or 3000 men, who would furnish a force independent of 
the passions which it most be expected will for a time agitate the 
country. 

1 should, bowever, add that the Ottoman Government might be 
adverse to either of these two measures, and I do not know how Her 
Majeaty's Government would view them. E : 

‘Phere ix one consideration, which, however, I beg to bring stroogly. 
under your Lordship's notice, and which a remark of SI. ‘Thouvene! 
Lord Cowley makes more imperative. 

It i dexirable, undoubtedly, that the French occupation should cease 5 
it iw at the same time desirable that some xottlement as to the future con= 
dition of Syria should simultancously be arrived at; and it is certain 
that the Commissioners wore charged with giving their ideaw on thie 


of the Freach occupation is to be dependent 

upon the decixion of the European Commission, it is clear that the term 

ix month was an illusory on6; since that term will have to be fixed by 
ion of a labour to the completion of which no date i 


It seme to:me, moreover, that though the opinions of the Commis 
and that their concurrence would be hi 
‘ble, that after all it will be for the Porte and the Powers to rogulat 
this matory and that it might even be easier for the Commission to arrive 
promptly at some result on a project xubmitted to it by the Ortoman 
‘Government than simply ax the consequence of ite own discussions, 
“onseqacatly, Leannot but think it would be well that the Porte, 
hax already so many materials on which to ground some plan, 
1 prepare and have ane ready to wubmit to the Great Powers provio 
time that the period of the occupation ceases, an that if at that time 
nisaioners have not themselver come to any decision, the Porte 
may iteelf, in requiviog the fulGlment of the atipalation relative to the 
sleparture of the French troops, have a prajeet ready to suggest for the 
Government of Syria when thoxe troops are withdrawn, aut the stipulation 
alluded to is carried out. 
T think it well also to observe that Fuad Pasha might find some dillx 
culty in suggesting, or even, concurring warmly in aoy plan which w 
retioned hers, and whi seem to have for i 


paxr unnoticed or unchastived | whilst Lam likewise, 1 confess, opposed 
to the treatinent of the allair which ix now ander your general considera- 
tion, as purely roligions one. ‘To do so will, I think, not obliterate, but 
lant more deeply and irrevocably, the sceds of religious discussion. 
Murderers and robbers should, 1 think, be ponished. as morderers and 
robbers, not ax Mussulmans of Jews, or ax belonging to any religious wee 
Indeed, if the Mussulman mob plondered mod massacred at Damascus, 
many of the Muxsulmans of a higher order did their best to calm the 
tumult, andl restrain their co-religionists, and give suceour or shelter to 
Christians. ‘ 

Abd-el-Kadler was himself a Muxsulman, and no Christian could have 
acted in a more Christian spirit, 

Tk is true, the popnlace at the city of which {am speaking were 
excited by fanatical feelings, or made auch feelings a pretext for thelr dis= 
‘orders, but the misdeeds of « popalace should hardly be held as giving 
colour to the character of a creel oF nation, the more expecially when it is 
reflected how many circumstances apart from religion told on the ta 
transactions; that in Turkish history no similar act is to be found; and 
that Christian mobs have at various periods equally disgraced, with the 
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Bame of the God of Mercy in their mouths, the purer doctrines of the 
Christian faith, 
‘The Turkish Government, as a Government, is responsible for what 
Massed, and ought to have passed, under its authority. Criminals of every 
and country should have their guilt inquired into, and pay dearly the 
ty for the atrocities they committed ; but I frankly own that according 
‘my notions, both on religious and political grounds, 1 would be averse 
“Wmake religion the difference between the ruffian and his vietim, since 
“Auch a conviction could only make each feel that there was a gulf of blood 
between them, 
You know that Ihave not the power (o give you instructions ; you 
also, the high sense I entertain, not merely of your abilities, but of 
iF geverous, tolerant, and manly p , and strict sense of justice 
either pretend, therefore, to lay greater stress apon my. personal xcnti 
Rents than they are entitled to, nor do I even think that there cao be a 
Tey en ilference between the ideas T entertain and those which you 
Will also have formed ; but faithful to the principle which 1 said should 
alate our correspondence, I write to you frankly on all matters, aud 
oly attach that value to what I xay which I think always belongs to th 
GRinioas of « man who writes dispassionately, and from a distance, to one 
ho is 
almosi 


placed amidst strongly exciting local eireumstances, which are 
t certain to have a tendency to bias hix mind in one direction, In 
the meantime the views you will receive from Her Majesty's Gove 
Mt home, and which of course are those by which you have to be 
Mill always serve as a correction to any erroneous ones I may. expres, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


No. 287, 


Lord J. Russell to Barl Coveley. 
(No, 1,250.) “4 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 11), 1860, 

1 INCLOSE, for your Excelleney's information, a copy of a despatch 
“From Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, and of its inclowures,® reapect 
fériain acts of violence comraiited: by the French in the neighbourhood oF 
Bhamdun. 

Lord Dafferin’s report appears to Hor Majesty's Government to 
Tender it desirable that the French foree should be concentrated near 
Meyrout, xpd xhould evacuato Syria at the end of the stipulated six 
Booths, if Aali Pasha and Fuad Pasha undertake to answer for the 

nuility of the province, and expecially ofthe Mountain. 
am, &e. 
Gigned) "J! RUSSELL, 





No, 257°, 


Karl Cowley to, Lord J- Russell (Received December 22.) 
Xo. 1,617) 
Wxtract.) Paris, December 21, 1860, 
IN compliance with the instructions contained in your Lordships 
pach ‘No. 1,243 of the 15th instant, 1 some days ago communicated to. 
M. Thouvenel ‘a copy of Lord Dolferia’s despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer, 
‘fontaining a sketch of a scheme for the future settlement of the Province 
‘®f Syria. On asking M. Thouvenel yesterday whether he had had time 
10 consider it, his Excellency replied that he had read it with much atten- 
on, and that Lord Dafferin’s ideas coincided very much with his own, 
His'Excellency, however, expressed doubts whether it would be possible 
engage the Porte to divest itself of the powers which it was proposed 
{6 confer upon the Governor of Syria. 





* Toclowae Fin No, 37h 














No. 258, 
Rarl Cowley to Lord J, Russell. —(Reevived December 22.) 
(No. 1,648.) 
My Lord, Prix, December 21, 1860. 
AB*TER the receipt, yesterday, of your Lordship’s despatch No. 1.230) 


of the 19th instant, inclosing copies of despatches from Lord Dull 
relative Co certain nee committed by the French in Syrias 


spoke very seriously to M. Thonvenel, both with reference to those 

poseedings and to the stay of the French troops in that country. Bal 

nowing how useless it would be to deal in greneralities, 1 entere) inl 

some details, of what had occurred; aud it i further my intention & 
furnish his Excellency with a memorandum apon the subject, 

I xaid also that, had the reports whieh had reached Her Majesttl 

the 


Government come from the usual Consular Agents, | might, knowin 
{galousles which, unfortunately, had become part nnd “parcel o 
Consular correspondence from the East, have thought lesx of them: bat 
that, when they emanated from Lord Dufferin, who was incapable of 
stating anything of which he had not previously convinced himself, 
whose whole carresponiience evinced a desire to avoid accusations 
ovory kind, [was obliged to consider hia statement as impouible 
contradiction, 1 proceeded to notice the convietion which had beet 
fesunlly forced on Lon Duterio's by. the proceedings to which L 
fave alluded. From haviug been. in the bogioning almost a wari 
partizan of the necoasity of employing a forciga force in Syria, he 
ow all but arrived at the conclusion that no proper authority could Be 
restored so long as the French force remained there. At all oventyl 
aid, Her Majesty's Government wore of opinion that the troops shod 
be immediately brought back to Beyrout. 

Thave no doubt that M. Thouvenel spoke the truth when he assured, 
me that this was the first he had hoard of the events to which 1h 
called his attention, and he promised that if 1 would furnish 
particulars he would cause aa inquiry to be made into them ; but { showkl 
docoive your Lordship if E were to lead you to expect that this promixe will 
be followed by any result, In fact, M. Thouvenel would not venture &@ 
lnterfero in aay matter relating to the military service. 

With regnrd to bringing the troops back to Beyrout, his Excolleney 
observed that they were mont usefully employed in the Mountain i® 

dl habitations of the Maronites, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY- 


J = See 
No. 289, 


Lori J. Russel to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 46 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 26, 1800. 

IN my despatch No. 28 of the 22nd of November, 1 authorized your 
Lordship, when the proper time arrived, to propose to your colleagues # 
tuloption of the plan for the settlement of Syria sketched out in your 
despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer of the 3rd of that month. 

T have wince received from Sir Henry Bulwer a copy of his despateb 
to you of the Tth instant; and with that despatch before me, | hase 
addressed 10 his Excellency the despatch of which I inclose a copy 
‘your jnformation and guidance. 

‘You will observe that Her Majesty's Government see no reason 
depart from their opinion that you should formally submit your plan §® 
the Commission, and I bave only now to add that I should wish you 
so without loss oF time. 

Tundestand from Lord Cowley that M. Thoayeuel has informed bit 
that the views expressed in your despatch coincide with those which 


Nam, 





Wimself eotertains, and it is probable, therefore, that M. Béclard will be 
instracted to support them in the Commission. 

Tam alsa informed by Count Flabant that M. ‘Thouvenel shares the 
opinion of Her Majesty's Government that it would -be Inexpedient to 
transfer the settlement of Syrian affairs to Constant 


(Signed) 





No, 200. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 26, 1860. 
T HAVE to state to your Lordship that Her Majesty's Government 
approve the language which you held to Fuad Pasha respeoting the ease 
Khoorshid Pasha, as reported in your despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer 
of the 29th ultimo. 
Tam, ke. 
(ignod) | J, RUSSELL, 





No. 201 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No, 48) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 26, 1860. 

{HAVE to state to your Lordship that [approve the course purauod 
by you at the meeting of the European Commission when the amount of 
the"Coniribution tobe imposed on the Mussulmaa papclation of Damancs 
was determined, as reported in your despatch to Sir H, Bulwer of the 
th ultimo. 

Tam, Xe. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No, 292, 


Lord J. Russell to Lora Dufferin. 
(No. 49) 
My Lord. Forcign Office, December 26, 1860. 

I HAVE to stato to you that I approve your Lordshigis proceedings 
‘on the occasion of the visit of the Kuropean Commission to Damascux, ax 
Feported in your despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer of the 3n instant 

Tam, &e. 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL. 





No, 203, 


Lord J. Ruseell to Sir H. Butwer. 
(No. 743), 
Sic, Foreign Office, December 26, 1860. 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatches Nos. 889 and 845 
of the 11th and 12th iostant: the first containing your observations on 
Lord Dufferin’s plan for the settlement of Syria explained in his despatch 
to you of the 4th November; the second inclosing « copy of a despatch 
which you had addressed to his Lordsbip on the subject. 

T have to state to your Excellency that after fally considering the 
proposals of Lord Dufferin, Her Majesty's Government have come to the 
coutlasion that they are well-fitted to promote the pacification and 
well-being of Syria. Lord Dufferin has accondingly been empowered to 
lay his proposals before the Commission. 

Hee Majesty's Government would be content (o see the appointment 




















hy the Sultan of a Governor-General of Syria. But they would think it a 
most improvident arrangement to. make the duration of bis appointment 
only five years. Your Excellency. is aware that the Hospodars of Walla- 
chia and Moldavia used to be appointed for seven years; and that at the 
approach of the termination of each seven years, the political market waa 
crowded with Boyars, and that the traffic in that market was as notorious 
as that ia the slave-market at Constantinople. Her Majesty's Government 
do not wish to see the Government of Syria disposed of to the highest 
bidder every five years. 
t Majesty's Goverament would be well satisfied to see Fuad Pasha 
appointed Governor-General of Syria, but they think his powers should bé 
extensive, and his tenure either for life or for a period of ten years. 
‘The Ministers of the Porte ought to be aware that if the massacres of 
Syria are renewed, foreign ocoupation will probabl place: 


and that no jealovsies will prevent the Groat Powers fectual 
moanuiroy. foF tho x 


nity, 

Wn speaking to Aali Pasha, your Excelleney will use language ia 
conformity with that of the present despateh. 

Aw (0 the remaining nuggestions in your despatch No. 839, have 
only to say that T chink the C ion may agree upon a Report before 
the end of Jannary. When that Report shall be confiemed by the Porte. a 
Foundation will be laid for. the future peace of Syria. Bui if the Porte 
is not prepared to take thin course, Her Majesty's Governinent must 
revcomakler the anbject 

incloxo, for your Exoollency’s information, a copy of a despatch 
whieh T have adiresved to Lord Ditforin,® PY eh See 
Tam, &e. 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL, 


No, 24. 
Comeul-General Moore to Lord J. Russell —(Received December 20.) 
(No. 62) 


My Lond, Begrout, December 0, 1860. 

AN incisdont has just occurred hero which, presenting ax it doce 
nome features of public interest, | beg, in Lord Dufferin's absence at 
Damaasos, 0 report to your Lord 

The Maronite community decided. upon giving a nativn theatrical 
entertainment, by subscription, in honour of the French Genoral and 
‘army of occupation. 

‘General ¢’Hautponl having accepted the invitation, others were sent, 
at the suggestion, it is understood, of the General, to bis Excullency 
Fuad Pasha and’ to tho foreign Consuls. It was hoped that the 
Commissioners would have returned from Damascus ia time for the 
occasion —a hope, however, which was not realized. 

‘The. entortainsent took place on the day appointed. The arrange 
ments and decorations, no less than the subject of the piece performeh 
wore the, appearance of a political demonstration. French soldiers 
mounted gunrd at the entrance of the: house, anda French military band 
supplied tho music, In front of the stage was a device, with the names 
of the Powers thus grouped—" France, Russia, and Prussia,” and 
‘Turkey, England, and Austria” and yndoroeath, “La nation Maronite 
reconnaissante.” ‘The drama performed was taken from the history 
of the Caliphs of Bagdad, and was.a.satire upon misgovernment. 

* Nat, 


General «'Hautpoul, accompanied by about sixty officers and Count 
tivogla, with his Staff, having arrived, the performance commenced 
With the reading of an Arabie address in the name of the Maronite 
community, expressive of the acknowledgments of the Christians of Syria 
tothe Porte for sending such a distinguished personage as Fuad Pasha 
to Syria, and to the Great Powers of Europe for the sympathy and aid 
which they had extended to the suffering Christians, for which they must 
lernally grateful. The Emperor of the French was mentioned by 
Same, and his humanity, generosity, and power extolled, whilst the other 
Sovereigns of Europe were alladed to in general terms, as “les autres 
WVerains.” ore 
Fuad Pasha, whom I subsequently met at Count Bentivoglio's, 
Alledod! to the subject, and expressed, in strong terms, his disapprobation 
And annoyance at the arrangements and character of the whole affair, 
adding that he had made his escape ("esquiver") as soon as possible 
the whole scene. Thave, &. 
Gigned) —-N. MOOR, 





No, 295, 


‘Acting Consut Wrench to Lord J, Rusell.— (Received December 29) 


(No, 40) 
My Lord, Damascus, December 12, 1860. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a dexpateh whic I have this 
May adrewsed to is Excellency Sir Henry L, Bolwer at Constantion 
have, Ke, 
Signe!) | WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 
Inclosure in No. 203, 
Acting Conrul Wrench to Sir HT, Bulwer. 
Sir, Damascus, December 
1 HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that on the 
de Instant the Commiatiooere Of the ve Reropoan. Powers arrived at 
‘I will not be necexsary for me to make any remarks on their 
ity, ax Lord Datferin will already, have acquainted your 
fhe arrangements made by the Turkish wuth for 
nd With his own impressions on the present state of 


‘On the Sth instant the Cormissioners left together for Beyroat, which, 
Place they reached on the 10th, 

“The day previous to the arrival of the Comminsionera the authorition 
ecelved orders from hia Excellency Fuad Pasha to clear the Christian 
Quartor of the remains of the fallen housex.  Leamediately 1,000 labourers 
Atid 200 animals were impronsed for the work, 

‘The Inst time 1 visited the Christian quarter, on the 7th instant 
many of the stecets had been cleared of the earth which encumbered 
thom, and which was, in many places, to the depth of six feet. The 
Morkien are still engaged in clearing” the remaining strets, but its 
‘said they will not, at prexent, remove the earth from the interiors of the 
houses, Many skeletons have been terred, and the bones. buried 
in the Christian barialground outside the town, “U have not heard that 
Any valuables have been discovered. ‘The workmen are paid from 7 te 
Minatresa-day (Is 2d. to 1s. 4d), whieh i levied on the Mussulmans of 

sity, 

‘Since 1 last had the honour of addressing your Excellency on the 
20th of November, three Christian families have returned from Beyrout ; 
but the heads of ‘these families being Government employés, their return 
Yas compulsory. 

On the otlier hand, the Christians in Damascus are still.continuing to 
eave, although not in such large numbers as formerly. ‘The Government 
Allowance of $0 paras (2d) day to all adult Christians ix more chao forty 




















days in arrears, and almost the only assistance they now obtain from the 
‘Turkish authorities is two small loaves of bread per di 

At the preseng moment they are very badly supplied with beds, bat T 
hope, through che representations of Lord Dufferin, that before. 
days are over a large quantity of beds and coverlets will be distribut 
Charcoal is also very scarce among them, although the Government bat 
distributed a small quantity, 

‘The disarmament scems almost to be forgotten: the possessors of 
arms have cither hidden them in their houses or sent them to the village’ 
and their recovery now will be very diificult, Extremely severe measures 
snuat be adopted by the authorities before any success will be attained a 
the matter. 

A fow Druses havo teen taken in the neighbourtiood of Rasheya ant 
sent here; no Drases are tried here, bat, when a certain number 
colleeted in Damasens, they are sent under guard to Beyrout, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H, WRENCH. 





No, 296. 


Lavi Dufferin to Lord J, Russell. (Received December 29.) 
(No. 87.) 
My Lord, Damascus, December 4, 1860. 

1 HAVE. tho atinfnet announce to your Lordship that 
M. Ferrotte, my ‘lelegate for the reparation of the burned villages, has 
Feported to me that ho has completed the roofing-in of all the houses it 
the Christian villages of the district mssignod to hi 

‘Tho consequence of this timely measure has been that the inbabitants 
have returned to their agricultural operations, that the progress. of 
mortality and dixease among thew has been greatly checker, and that 
affairs i that part of the country are beginning to axxume a more v0 
Aspe, 

Thoed not aay eT have in belig able to communicatt 


arising from M. Ferrette’s operations 
nee applied to the Arglo-American Reliol 
tee of atriking off their lists the names of thowe to whom hit 
instrumentality hax alforded the means of retiring to theie homon, AS 
Tong as these persons remained «lentitute of wood, teanxport, and buildl 
materials it was dif } them to leave Beyrout; buta practical 
Ayuteo of conducting the procens of reconatruction, once established unde 
the auspicesof, aa active European, it hecame possible to iavist upon t 
immediately adjourning to their respective villages as a preliminary to all 
further assatance, ‘ cia ephabdeagis 
At is pectinps to bo regretted that from the frst some steps should not 
have been taken to winnow, by meanx of a labour-test, the destitute masses 
that came crowding into Beyront, So scusible was I of such a necessity 
that immedintely on my arrivalin Syria | commenced a little road-makiog 
on my own account, And at the same time xuggested to Fuad Pasha that 
he should adlopt, on a more extensive seale, a similar methox of checking 
the demoraliaing effects of a pauper system, 
‘The difficulties, however, in the way of the application of auch am 
idea seem to be alaiost ioxurmountable on the present peculiar occasion. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


——$—$—— 
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No. 297, 


Lava Duferin to Lord J, Russell (Received Decenber 29.) 
(No. 38) 
My Lord, Dumarcas, Decewber 4, 1860, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's 
Information, copy of a letter which Thave received from Lieutenant-Colonel 

maby, giving an account of the satisfactory way in which the work of 
Feconstruiction has been progressing in his district. 

‘The statements Colonel Burnaby makes in regard to the tardy natore of 
the assistance afforded by the French army. of oceupation, though 
Unconfirmed by my own personal observation, agrees with the accounts | 
hhave received {rom other quarters. 

_-Shoold the conduct of Colonel Burnaby and M. esvetle have met 
with the approval of your Lordstip, i should be glad to be permitted to 
Sonvey to them so flattering an announcement, 

Thave, &e 
igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOY 


Jnclosure in No, 207, 
Colunel Burnaby t0 Lard Dufferin. 


My Lond, Ain Homade, December 4, 1860, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that it ix now three 
Mocks since the forty-three villages of the Great Meten Districts of Mount 

inon have been provided with shelter for their inhabitants against the 
Approaching winter 

Thave also to report that no less than one-quarter of the houses have 

naneatly reconstructed. 

ig upon my duties seven weeks ago, I found that the total 
wax quite mufficient to bring aboot the reconstruction of the 
istrict, but T have been obliged to re-adjust the detail of the entire 

itimate; for T found that the valuat many individuals an 
Several villages had been unfiirly estimated. ‘The Arab valuera, ip consi. 
tion of a bribe, had been induced to favour many: aad in order that 
the xum-total of their estimate might not spppee. high. they abstained 

giving a just valuation to others, from whence would have arinen a 
Aereat Injustice, which Lam happy to report haw ow been net straight 

The difficulty experienced by the Porte of immediately: paying the 

nt of the valuation has been no slight impediment to a. ¢ 

Feconstruction. It was in cooneqvence of this that | proposed to 
Pasha the following proceeding, which he authorized mo to adopt, vix., 
ak the timber required for the villages shovkl be cut from the extensive 

is, and that The necessary number of trees should be levied. not an a 
fax, but in order to provent speculatorx withholding them unlexs exo 

nt prices were paid (which they were doing), and that these teres should 
distribated, in liew of a certain payment, co the burned villages 

‘Thus the bad debt, the payment of which wax so. urgently required 
by those who stood in immediate need of it, has been transfereed to the 
Pruprictors of the trees, who can better await its payment, 

By the adoption of this proceeding, the whole- af the money that-was. 
able to be xpared by the Treasury of the Porte became available, without 
having to employ it in the parchaxe of timber, which was the most 
expensive article of construction. 

‘The normal condition of the peop 
OF the villages, has been a matter whic 
able to bring about ax noon ax possible. ‘Therefore, directly 

A been provided for them, Labstained from employing the labour power 
8f the district, which [ have endeavoured to induce, to return to its 


Peticultural and other former accupations, which for the Inst six months 


Ne been entirely neglected. In releasing. the peaple from working at 
je houses Lave not in any way dininihed the’ wumber of anda, nor 

the activity required to complete the reconstruction of the villages ; 1 
ve simply employed labour from afar, instead 























I am happy to be able to inform your Lordship that in many cases I 
have been able to rebuild the houses at a lower rate than the estimate 
allowed, and I have received the permission of the authorities of the Porte 
to distribute grain and sced in lien of the balance which the Treasury was 
unable to pay, but which in value, I had ascertained, happened to Godt 
itself in several of the Turkish granaries along the const. E 

‘Thore is a matter 1 am anxious to bring before your Lordshipa 

ie in connection with the district under my superintendence, which f 
‘consider important should be known, inasmuch as it serves to ilastente 
how little hax been the clesire of the French to bring about a speedy. 
reconstruction of the villages of the Lebanon, which could so well have 
‘heen done within the limit of the six months? occupation, had they wished 
it, partionlarly with tho assistance of §,000 French soldiers, who, whether 
actving at howe or in Africa, are always employed in various construce 
iowa not on emergencies, but ax a rule. 

Whew | first entered upon my duties, 1 found the village of Hamming, 
which ix situated within my district, already occupied with French 
Troops, whom Genoral de Beaufort informed me he had stationed there for 
tho ‘expross purpose of reconstructing that place and. its envi 
Cc nity abata ferfering with the officer there in command ; 

nica him that 1 should be happy to re 
nice in my power, whieh, however, General de Beaufort told 
not ntand in need of 

1 ventorday: vinited the place in. question, and I was much concerned 

ings that little or no progress had been mado in itx reconstraction ¢ 
and Twos iofoemed that the ehief portion of its inhabitants were, im 
connequence, yet in Beyrout 

Now pechaps no village renented sucht 
facitition, “TC has. cool to forcats, which are 
lowe by; anc it hax had an intelligent xoldiery at hand \ and, ncverthelews, 
Tregtet to state that its aspect and that of Ytx environs ix demonstrative 
Of great noglect, anid that no advantage has been taken of these faci 
of Feeonatetiction 

hin delay oF maki 
came before my totic 
road, wherg tho Fi 


y p_that no opportunity 
hall be lost on my part to bring about the speedy welfare of these 


people, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EDWYN S. BURNABY. 


No, 298, 


ree Lard Dufferin to Lord J. Russell—(Reerived December 29.) 
(No, 39) 
My Lord, Beyrout, Decenber 16, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s infor 
mation, copies of further despatches which’ I have addressed to Her 
‘Majesty's Ambassador at the Porte. 

Thave, &e. * 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosare 1 in No. 298. 


Lora Dufferin to Sir H. Bubeer, 
Damascus, December 4, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excelloncy's 
formation, translotion of a:petition addressed to the European Comins 
“Aioners by the heads of the Christian sects inhabiting this city 

In examining this document, your Excellency will observe that, in 

ition to the demand for vengeance and compensation, a vehement 

ire is expressed in the concluding paragraph that the Proviuee xhould 
Permanently oceupicd by an European force. 

1 am disprased to thiak that this exhibition of distrust in the. will 
Anil the ability. of the Turkish Government to. protect them is. not a 
ihioen senttesnt, Unbithe: expression of their peauibe fouling alia: 
lated to an extravagant degree by their priests and other designing 

‘As the question thas opened up. ix one of considerable gravity, 1 
“Proprne in thin deapateh to convey to your Eacelleney my opinion on the 
aloo of the arguments adduced for the nsceasity of such a. precantion, 

have already intimated my conviction that if the Prov Damascus 
to be aulministored according to tho. ancient system, ian inks 
ts may appear justilied in entertaining considerable iniegivings ws to 

ir future security’, and from the teoour of the previous communicatios 
ave had be hosonr of addrensing to your Kscelleney, you will poreive 
Yat 1 am not blind to the more remote contingencios by which the safety 
those we have been instructed to consider our clients: may bo compro 


1 now take opon myself the responsibility of stating my 
Sonviction that, under certain circumstances, the vietims of the lat 
Patraxe may be recommended to put, paat all fear and return to their 


ies, I trust F cannot be accused of a thoughtless misapprehension 
the dangers which may. be supposed to threaten. them, am thus 
areful to. make your Excellency aware of my thorough appreciation of 
exigencies of the occasion, because L have reason 10 helieve that the 
GPinion: thus expressed indirect variance with that of almost every 
Earopean in the country, Neverthelens, | have no h naaying, 
“that, as long as there remains in thix Province a Plenipotentiary of the 
Porte, of capacity and courage, armed with dag authority, and supported 
bya sufficient number of Turkish troops, there will not exixt the slightest 
Teason for alarm, or any danger that the horrore of the past summer 
oud be repeated. 

Tam therefore of opinion that the European army of oceupation ix 10 
Tonger necessary to the security of tho Chrixtinn communities of Syria, 

that the expectations indicated by the petitioners should by ali 

ns be discouraged. 
iad Pasha is, io fact, as far ax the Ceanquillity of the Province is 
foncerned, completely master of the Hlis name inspires: the 
est terror; and the Syrian population are of wo vile a nature that 
is a sentimeut sufficiently powerful to master every other passion, 

Jong, therefore, as Fuad Pasha remai Moslem fanaticism 

to inactivity, the Chrintians will be safe, 

Successful, however, as his Kxcellency has been ia convincing the 
Mahometan portion of the population of the rink they will incur by any 
"Tepetition of their late excesves, he has undoubtedly failed to inspire their 
Christinn fellow-eitizens with a corresponding feeling of security. This 
Way bo attributed to many causes. Aniong the foremost [ would place 

‘manner in which he has delayed the punishment of the Druses. 

‘To the Christians-of the Lebanon the onslaught of the Drasex was but 
ti exaggerated instance of one of those periodical calamities which from 
fimes past they have been accustomed to suffer or inflict, asthe case might 

but in the eyes of the Damascenes it possessei-a very difforent character. 
ir original position, as spectators of the tragedies enacted at Hiasbeya, 
heya, and Deir-el-Kamar, enabled them to appreciate with but too 

i accuracy the part played by the Lieutenants of the Governor of 
Meir city, ost amid the Earnage Of mountain warfare the connlyance of 
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the Turkish troops stood oat to their imagination in terrible relief. TO 
remove this impression the most energetic measures were required 

Unfortunately Fuad Pasha on his arrival inaugurated a system of 
retribution caleulated rather to satisfy the public opinion of Europe that 
to convince the sufferers on the spot of the heartiness with which fe 
espoused their cause. This impression has been confirmed by the plausible 
arguments afforded to those who had an interest in maintaining a state OF 

wanic by the questionable cireumstances under which some of the Drwsé 
cfs Gweaped to. the Ledjah, and the unaceountable impunity enjoyed BY 
the tribe whom the inhabitants of Damascus had come to cousider as t 
ices and tools of their treacherous rulers. 
misgivings thus created are daily stimulated by instances, afte 
re and always exagxerated. of the sympathy and partiality shown DE 
‘Turkish officers to the Druses of the Anti-Lobanon and the southern plait: 
Only the other day a well authentieated report reached me that a detach 
mont of ‘Turkish troops having occasion’ to occupy a mixed Deuse 
Christian village in the neighbourhood of Damascus, the officer in charge” 
quartered his soldiers on the Christian part of the population, and exacted 
whatever from its Draws inhabitants, y 
ircumatance which may have provented the restoration of 
ortunate victims of the Tate 
outrages have lien lelt by the Govern Aa your Excellency in aware, 
not a Christian roof remains standing in Damaseyis: in the course of forty= 
ight hour a population of 18,000 persons were turned into the ateeal 
beigared and destitute, with searecly clothes to cover them. 

To mect « crisis wivieh would have embarrassed «a far richer trenaaey 
and a better organised administration than Kuad Pasha had at hit 
disponal, x certain number of Moslems were turned out of their houses: 
‘and an attempt Wax made to effect a restoration of some of the plundered 
property. Owing to the stupidity or corruption of the staff of offical 
‘Sotfusted: with tho extention of thia operation, it hax almost cocoplelal 
failed. It was found that even a pure Christian Commission, composed 
the principal rey ntatives of the various sects, could not be trusted witht 
tho distribution of the seanty dole it wax in the power of the Government 
to dispense; ‘The consequence hax been that at thix moment the remeane 
of the Chrintian population left at Damascus are deatitute of many of He 
necessaries of 

During the b 
havo invariably found that their supply of bedding, blankets, aud cookin 
utensils were faaslequate to their wa in many iastances, that WE 
daily pittance of 80 parax (2h. achead) wax in arrear 

‘The wouse of discomfort which auch a state of things entails they 
naturally attribute ta the malevolence af the Goveroment, and behold im 
their present misfortones a continuation of that system ‘of persecation 
which the massacres inaugurated, 

Business being at a stand-atill, their shops and stock burnt, thei 
Instraments and tools destroyesl, all occupation is at an end, and theie 
sole employment consists in stimulating each other's fears, and bandyitis 
from mouth to mouth the exaggerated rumours of th 

To these two principal causes of mistrust others may be ared, lest 
powerful, perhaps. hat all tending in the same direetion: the inelfeetual 

in which the Decree of disirmament is being carried out ax agais 
popalation, and the si verity, with, which 
ment have taken advantage of it to deprive the followers of Abieok 
Kaidee of their weapons; the disfavour anit neglect dixplayed by the 
authorities to those citizens who axsinted the Christians turing: the 
Massacre, the liberation of some persons thrown into prison on the ohare 
of murder; the rumoured return to Damascos of many who fled on Faad 
Pashe's arrival the appointment of Shukri Pasha to the post of Acting 
wernor of the city : the casual expressions of ill-will which fall from the 
kish soldiery, and similar eiccumstances which theie fears alone in 
with a auspicious character. 

"The enumeration of the above-mentioned causes of continued terror 
will, U think, both account to yor Excellency for its existence, and at Ihe 
same time cvavince you that it is an unreasonable seatiment. ‘The delay ® 
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punishing the Drases arises from no feeling of tenderness in Foad Pasha 
fowards that unfortunate nation, but it is to be accounted for partly by an 
unwillingness to break with the only native element spon whose valour. he 
ould count in case circumstances should place him in open hostility to the 
French, and partly by a feeling of compunction ig too harshly 
‘ith a people whose excesses his conscience tells him have been encou 
faged by officers of the Porte. 

As for the helpless condition in which the Christians are allowed to 
Femain, it ix simply the result af the utter poverty of tlie Goveroment, aud 
its deficiency in all materials for organizing a proper wystem of relief, 

‘The ineffectual manner in which the Moslems are being disarmed is 
he natural consequence of the want of method and the listlessness of 

appointed to superintend the operation ; while the other ¢ireuai- 
Mances to which [have alluded ace either grossly exaggerated or destitute 
OF the significance attached to then, 

Lam therofore of opinion that, ax far ax the city of Damascus is 
oncerned, Fuad Pasha and the Turkish troops (jon whom, T belie, al 
Necessary ‘reliance may be placed) are sufficient aaranteos for public 
Security , and further investigation hax convinced me that, if the Goveen- 
ment could be placed in a condition to aiford duc compensation to the 
Christians for their losses, and that the reconstruction of their quarter 

fow coonths would sullice to obliterate the impress 
prevent overpower them. 
ht regard to the Lebanon, if we Inquire how far the awcondancy 
‘obtained by Fuad Pasha over the winds of the Moslem wubjecta of the 
Porte extends to tho Draxea, the answer ix equally satisti At this 
fioment the Druse nation ix prostrate at his fect, From all quarters of 
thee sending in acknowledgments of their guilt, and 
fers of submission (o any degree of punishment it may be hin 
Pleaaure to indict, ‘Tho presence, therefore, of an Kurnpean force tu Syria 
ty oven leat necessary to the tranquillity of ‘Ube Mouatain than it ix to 1 
Security of Damascis, Nay. trath compels me to assert that, each day 
that French troops are muffered to remain within the precincts of the 
province, all prospect of w return to peace and order is rendered m 
remote. 
the childish insoleace of the Christians ix becoming every day more 
Fampant; their privsth enly avow their desire to throw off all 
allegiance to the Porte the conduct of the Fronch officers and 
woldiory tends un ijects, the 
authority: of the Su 

tn proof of oo that, no Inter than 

jesterslay, some Turkish soldiers were set upon and robbed of their arms 
hy a party of French because they rofased to give up a couple of Musxul- 
Mane, whore white turbana induced there latter to inwiat that they were 
Druses 4 

Your Excellency wil} donbtless wonder how it comox to paws that 
Fuad Pasha abould xubmit so tamely to such intolerable usage. 1 confer 
his want of spcit in to me inexplicable, I ean only account for it on the 
Aupposition that his position at Constantinople is xo delicate as to render 
im timid in the assertion of the prerogatives of his aflice, 

‘To rotura, however, to the question of the continuance of Kuropean 
‘ocoupation. 

Your Excellency will observe that there seems to exint, as far an 

an foresight cao determine, reaxonable grounds for the expectation 

mt, provided Fuad Pasha, armed with his present powers, remains in 

fhe huntry, hero i= no Tonger any necessity for a foreign army. in 
Syria, 

‘As the occupation by a foreign force of the territory of an independent 

overcign is, under any cirewmsianees, attended with innumerable evils, 

is removal, as a matter of course, should take place as soon as the major 

hecessity which occasioned its entry into the country shall have ceased, 

Since, therefore, the Turkish Government has triumphantly vindicated its 

ascenilancy over its revolted subjects, and proved: itself competent to the 

it was supposod might prove so far beyond its powers as to 

Fequire extrancous aid, it is now both the interest and duty of the Sultan's 
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allies to relieve him of a ‘Species of assistance which becomes a burden 
when it ceases to be a neces 
‘The immediate hdrawal of the French army would seem to be 
the natural conclusion from these arguments; but there are certain 
eis ions which must modify, in manner and degree, the execution of 
eb 9 elep 
In estimating the nature of the ascendancy Fuad Pasha has succeeded! 
iw acquiring, U have been careful to distinguish between. the impressions 
his policy his ade on the Moslems and Drases, and that which has been 
conveyed to the minds of the Christians. ‘These latter 1 have described 
i still subject tom sentiment of terror, stimulated to excess, by 
priests aud other designing persons, but. still sufficiently genuine to. be 
Worthy of attention. Now, In making arrangements for. the return of the 
rmy of occupation ta France, due weight must. be given to the effect 
hely to he proxluced hy such a menstire on the minds those who have 
come to look upon that aemy not only as the iaateument which wae to 
roalize their dreams of domination, but as their sole protection against 
foes whom thoy believe to be biding’ the time when they'ean with impouity 
ecommence the baléaccomplivhed work uf extermination, "Se, pelfound 
is this latter conviction, that many of the richest Sprian Christines, have 
already retired to Alexandeia, J almost all thowe of the better claxx with 
who }have conversed are only waiting to receive the compeosation dic #0 
Government to follow their example. 
fecling of dependence upon foreigs protection is not confined f0. 
tho indigenous inhabitants—it seems to pervade. the Karopean residents 
of thix place; and J have been ioformed that the rumoured withdrawal of 
the army of ocoupation has even given rise to. proponal, emanating from 
tho Knglish and Ameriean portion of the public, that wuch na intention, 
should be met by a formal protext, 
To wot, myself, nttach noy tinportance to such expressions of local 
iz. ‘The atmosphere of this town in vo. impregnated wit faleobousd 
ad discoloured by prejudice and intrigue, that It requires a considerable 
effort of tho reason, as well ax accurate information, fr any one to etna 
ipate ieiolf from its disturbing Tafluences; but { mentica, the cireatns 
siavce because (the native tinl being wo. prove to exaggerate, aay 
impression prevalent among the Europeans) he existence of auch aa 
‘opinian amongst the one will coavey some iden of the intensity with which 
iti cherished by the other, 
oner, therefite, to avoid any increase of panic, whether among the 
Chrintian oF the Moslem population, {think it would be advisable, 
(Juet.the removal of the army of occupation in ax gradual and noaten 
tatlous a manner as possible, xo that no violent recoil of sentiment. should 
‘ensue upon their departure, 
With this view it would be well to concentrate as soon as pos 
various regiments xcattored over the Mountain within the 
neighbourhood of Heyrout, where they could still be in a positio 
any. tendency to reaction either on the part of the Govern 
anti-Chrintlan element: ‘The publication of a general ainnesty whieh, 
according to anengagement entored into by Fuad Pasha with the Commis” 
sioners, in shortly to take place, might be a convenient occasion for. thie 
move towards the sea, a4 the pacification af the Lebanon once accomplished 
there is no necessity for their presence ts the: Mouetain, 
Restricted to ‘Bayrout, with no prospect of further employment, & 
change of opinion woold probably enate. in’ the minds of the General and 
licers as to the necessity of continued occupation, and the other 
javernments of Europe would be relieved from the complications arising 
out of differences of opinion on the degree of risk incurred by such a steps 
especially as the influence poxvessed by the French might enable them to 
Tulll whatever: predictions they might make-on thiasultiert 
It is almost hopeless, however, to expect that Fouad Pasha will’ have 
the courage to.iavite M, de, Beavfort to ratire on Boyr 
some ‘commiferable  encor 
venture most respectfully: Lo aubinit to 9 
engaging the Porte to recommend to 
decided attitude in this partic 


the Fr will us many plansible objectious—the difficulty of finding 
Guartorn: she incodvenionce'of abmudocing the abelter with which they 
have already provided themselves, the cruelty of stopping the various 
works of reconstruction upon which they are engaged, and similar 
sxts, in spite of which, however, there remains the one predominant 
that their presence here is far more detrimental than their absence. 
According to the Convention the period of oceapation should terminate 
by the end of February ; aes 
Whether or not it is advisable to iusist upon the total evacuation ol 
the country by the whole corps d'armée within the specified time, is a point 
Ushall venture to discuss on a subsequent occasion. 
tn the mean time it would be satisfactory if the process of evacuation 
‘could be begun and conducted ina gradual manoer. Were Fund Pasha 
‘Once evtablixhed as the head of sach a Government as | have already 
ribed to your Excellency in my previous despatches there would be 
little cause for uncasiness. At present, destitute as ho ix of funds and of 
Austworthy subordinates, it is dilficult to hope he will be able to present 
to Europe auch a spectacto of order and good government in the province 
kit in desirable should have been evoked on the cessation of its inter= 
Yeation. 
Vo conclusion 1 would ask your Excellency t xcuse the dengil a hig 
nothing but the Importance of the xubjeet would have induced 
heen So 1 laveendenvoured wa fine ax L 
ion of the present 
nwhieh a sd 
‘made upon my own ‘appreciating the 
Qvestions connected with the m itary ‘occupation of the eonotry Thave 
feadeavoured to avoid, on the one hand, a thoughtless disregard of tho 
Apprehoasions for the futuro which are entertained by many resident 
Autthoriticx of experience and sagacity, while, on the other, 1 can conscien- 
tiouely say Ihave not suffered my jadgment to be warped by the exnge 
erated timidity which characterizes what may be ealled the public opinion 
OF this locality; auf in conveying to your Excellency the conviction (whieh 
‘More extensive observation ix daily Confira ng) Unat Pond Pasha is at this 
Moment able (I will not xay to foaintain order, for frequent Instances of 
Murder and outrage are xtill occurring in the wilder dintricts) but to prevent 
ite flagrant disturbance, Tam anxious to adwit that it is dicult. to 
Predict with absolute certainty to what lengths the capricex of fanaticixa 
May yet drive xo iapressionale » people asthe 
Gigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Jnclosure 2 in No. 208, 
Petition. 


‘To Her Britannic Majenty’s Commissioner. 
WE have the honour to state your Lordship that the calamities 
which befell us, by the massacre of our men and wore of our fomalen; the 
shedding of blood in different and moat dinastroux ways, of which no 
imilar cases have been mentioned during the past centuries ; the compul= 
ion of renouncing, our religion ; the violntion of ovr females; the plunder 
of our property ; the burning of our churches, convents, and houses, —bave 
known to everybody oither by hearing or seeing. We, thorefare, do 
Ot at present like to grieve yout Lordship by repeating its details, but 
4x we became in consequence in a lamentable stato, and ate still deprived 
ty from all. parts, and ax your Lordahip has come to th 
‘orders to Jook into our state, nud into the catastrophes 


# id the blood of 
Which surrounded ux, as the erying of widows, orphans, and the blood 'o 
the botchered reached the uimost of the world, we bog your Lordship 
To havo mercy on your servants by giving us a perfock reat, 

1, We demand the blood of our brethren whieh wax innocently whed, 


2. The punishment of those who violated our harem. 
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3, ‘The compensation of all our losses. 
arches and convents. 
jouses and other plaves according to their 


nt security for the present and for the future, because we 
have no security for ourselves, property, harem, religion, churches, & 

no permanent force which we may depend on’ would exist for protects 
ing us. 

We appeal and intreat your Lordship’s Government for all here 
above mentioned. Have pity on us! Have pity on us! Have pity of 
us! for God's sake, 

We beseech the Almighty that He may preserve and protect 
Majesty's Goverument for ever, 

Damascus, November 20, 1860, 

Signed) KHURI HANNAIL ZAWA, Greek Orthodox 
KHURI KIRILLOS PAHAK, Greck Catholic 
Agen 
KHURL FILIPPOS, Syrian Catholic Agent. 
KHURI IBRAHIM 'SHALHUB, Servant of 
the Eastern Catholic. 
in and Chaldean Sects. 
Chiof of Old Armen 
Agent of Armen 
1 SIMAN, Agent of Old Syrian Sect. 
A, Maronite Priest, 


Jnclosure 3 in No, 205, 
Lord Dufferin to 8ir H, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, December 11, 1860. 

TE WOULD venture to draw your Excellency's attention to a subject 
remotely connected with the Government of this country, and in regard 
to which, perliaps, some measures must be taken, 

As your Excellency ix aware, the exiled Sheikh Abd-el-Kader has been 
for some time past a resident at Damascus. During the late disturbances 
he and the Algerines about him, to the number of 1,300 men, declared 
themselves on the side of the Christians, and were instrumental in saving 
many lives, 'Thix conduct ts obtainod for hin the most flattering 
t "ws of Europe, including that 

Jet Majesty. But unfortunately the same circumstance has rendered 
hin position at Damascus lows agreeable than it had bitherto been, His 
Syrian fellow-citizons have come to regard him ax an enemy, while the 
pmincnon he has attained in the eyes of Europe, ard the project which 
has been agitated of creating hin Viceroy over the Arab populations, bi 
awakened to some slight deyreo the jealousy of the Turks, 

If far tov acute a man not to be aware of the way in 

which he ik rogarded, and the feeling of bitterness which such @ con 

naturally engender, has been further stimulated by the 

eagerness with which the Mushir hax taken advantage of the Eick for 

the disarmament of Damascus, to deprive the Algerines of their weapons: 

‘The consequence has been that Abd-el-Kacler may be looked upon hence= 

forth ax a personage likely to be both obnoxious and inimical to. the 
authorities. Under these eirc 

iaposed to hope 

peror of the 

French, a gracious opportunity for allowing him to retura to his native 

land, 

As far as I have been able to learn the Emir has upwards of 8,000 

Algerine followers quartered in different parts of Syria. ‘This foreign 
if inclined to disaffection, would prove an embarrassment to any 
Provincial Government, and in the East the means adopted to escape fro 
such a difficulty are ofien more summary than humane, 

I spoke to Fuad Pasha on the subject of the disarmament of the 
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Aigerines, and nothing could have been more handsome than the terms in 
wich he spoke of AtsLelKader, adding, that he hind offered to Teave im 
a boy-cunrd of 2%) armed men, but that it was out of the question’ to 
make an exception in favour of the whole 1,500, This is undoubtedly 
just, yet it is a pity it should be ever necessary to put a slight on # 
Personage so deserving of consideratio 
Moscore, fam afraid that unless tie Algerive Chieftain be removed 
Aimilar occasions of ieritation will be constantly recurring 
ave, Se wae 
Gigned) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tuclosure 4 in No. 298, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir Begront, December V1, 1860. 
IN transmitting to Excellency copy of theProtacol ofthe twelth nitting 
of the Commission T © call your Bcele ne 
the somewhat unbusinesslike.precipitancy sith which ray colleagues are 
me to act In decresing penal conteibutions against the Mussulman and 
Brave commuvition compromised inthe late dlatorbances, i 
‘On these oceasions T always endeavour to mitizate, aa far ax 1 eno, 
the effect of the violent meanuren which are. proposed io order that justice 
‘may not degenerate into persecation, 
ny he eaflection of 35,000,000 piaxtren frou the citiveos of Damascus in 
the course of a week, as insisted, upon by M. Méclard,. tx a nimple 
Impoubility : 10,000,000 could hardly be collected in a 


ny oud h wh 
Mra 0 the autauiary method with w 
Damascenes had provoked a slight dogree of ieritat 
thought it advisable to wait for soother opportunity before attempting’ to 
induce him to abandon the extravagant levy in kind be has devised 
Against the Druses 
Thave, &e ae 
igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANKUOYE, 


Anclawure 8 in No, 298, 


ete of the Terk Aewing of he Syrian Comin, hld ot Bogrot, 
‘eect "Noweuber 21, 1860. 


LE Mercredi, vingt-et-on Novembre, mil huit cent nte, a) 
Commissaires étant réunix & Beyrout sous lo présidence de Fuad Pacha, 
ese cee cae en er cee eee fiaais 

iF les bases suivantes — 

On compte A Damas— 

ary: maisons Musulmanes, 


ar pee eat 
Foleo eee 
ag 
15,000 par kha 
2,000 par jardin 


Ce qui produirait ensemble 21,450,000 
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En ajoutant, A cette premidre somme, une contribution de 13,550,000 
ppiastres sur les riches dont les revenus sont approximativement connms, 
on arriverait a lever sur la ville de Damas une contribation totale de 
35,000,000 de piastres, chiffre proposé par M. le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman 
ans une des wéances précédentes, 

‘el est ce nouyean projet, “Il différe notablement de ceux qui ont 
gj 646 soumis A Vexamen de la Commission, Elle est davis que celal 
ds Fond Pacha est te mieax cong int reposer Tassiette de 
Viropit sur F locative ies maisons, e'est-a-dire, sur une donnée dé 

onnne, et qui sert habitnellement de base aux opérations du fisc, ce projet 
semble & la fois plus expéditif et plus pratique que celui de M. Outrey, qu 
répartitVunpdt en dverwescatégories dle maisons non encore établies, 
wemble avai a la Commiasion plus & ‘il frappe toutes lex 
Cinaace dels poptlat Tania que Ml, Outrey exe 
ie toute contribution lex Moxulmata dex clases pauvren 

Lsinad quo de contribuer, dans une large mesuce, aan doute, au pillage sem 
taniaoaa Chestieonce de Damas. Boat 

Dans le projet de Fuad Pacha, (Art 4,) chaque individa paiora pour 
ta maixon qu'il poasdele ot qu'il Wabite la que pour la boutique 
‘ou Te magusin quill pomdde, ct ot Il exerce Un métler ou un commerce, 
line somme équivatente au double de la valeur locative de ax propridt 

(Art, 5.) Chaquelndividn paiera poe xa toaiaon, boutiques 
qu'il a donne A loyer, le triple de ta valeur locative, iaserite dans te reghstre 

(Art. 6.) Len propridtaires do ba qpi'ils explo 
eoxemémes, 00 quils afforment, paieront quatre fois autant que In valeue 
locative, earegistr les sindits Hivres, 

(Ari.7.) Coux qui socenpent dans une boutique au magnsin de quelque 
Industrie, métior on vommerce, quils saient propriéinires ou 
naront A payer, comme trivl, tune xomme dquivalente au loyet 

Dans une, Fiinplt sur les aaisons deve doonee 21,000,000 de 
plastoen; Pimpat sue fos maisoos, buotiques et magasine loués, les. Kbanty 
haina ct jardinx 4,000,000 do plastres, 'impot sur les marchan 
indus £000,000 de pinattes. La nomme complimentaire, néceaanire 
row psrfaire fe montane total de imposition de 38,000,000, sera levée sur 


Co projet a done Vavantage do ne pas {rapper indistinctement d'une 
méme contribution tous les immeubles d'une méme ealégor 


projet de M, Outrey, at tous les étnblissements oa immeubles a 
nature, comme le troisidme projet ci<desux mentionaé, I y a lieu de 
re que li nomme complémeataire qu'il préleve sue les richer 
érable que cans ce dernier projet. 

A ces divers tires, et tout en reconnatissant que lex troia projets qul 

font de commoniqués conticnnent dex indications utiles, la Coo 
ervit devoir dounor son a ement & celud quia été Gabor’ par soa, 
Excetlence le Pénipotentiaire Ottoman, 

Co promler point, touchant l'assiette et Ia répartition de Vimpdt, étant 
ainsi Glucidé, Fuad Pacha exprime Popinion que In perception ne pooreait 
avoir lew immédintement. 

M, le Cominissaire Francais est d’avis qu'il faut an contraire Ie 
porcovoir en ung seule foik ot immédiatement. I eroit de 
objorver que les Musulmans dle Damas n'ont point consulté les convenances 
des Chrétiens quand ils les ont massacrés, quand ilsont fivré leurs maixon® 
fay pillagoct APincendie.Irvadmet eonsulte le 

os mouies Muwilmans, quand it faire payer une 
‘qui n'est rien, en Comparaison du dommage réel et des xoulfrances en« 
parlours vietimes. Et quand bien méme Ia difficulté que les Damasqins 
Sprouveraient & payer en seule fois leur imposition serait aursi gran 
quion veut bien le dite, 00 serait lo mal? Damas niest pax sculement ui 
source dans laquelle. on piuine; c'est ane ville eoupable que Fon chatic. 
Kin la frappant d'un impot extraordinaire, on peat atteiodre une multitude 
do crimivels qui ont échappé au glaive de la justice, et ceox-lA memes 
qui, sive avoir pris matiriollement part au massacre, A \'incendie, at 


aul 
pss: s’en sont rendns, par leur inaction, les détestables complices. 
ne mérite aucun ménagement, dailleurs les délais qu'on demand 
lle ne lui sont pas nécessaires. Il est possible qu'au lendemai 
nd désordre, Pargent. se soit eaché, qui se cache encore; mais 
Becta bee crininement, Ce in premibre injorstion il ae montrera. 
Tl est hors de toute vraisemblance que Damas, peuplée de plus de 
mes, renommée par son luxe et pour ses, richesses, ne pulese 
ir d'un. seul coup 25,000,000 de piastres, c'est-d-dire, seulement 
7,000,000 de francs. M. Béclard conclue, cu demandant que Damar soit 
fentrainte de fournir cette somme immédintement, et dans le délai de 
“semaine. . 
Fuad Pacha répond que le caractére pénal de cette contribution est 
Ot Te monde, et que les Damasquins ne cesseront pas de ln 
Fewentir, A quelque moment que la contribution doise avoir Hou; quil 
 Fagit sealement, dans sa penade, de rendre la mesure effective, 
rement Jes embarras qui réxuiteraient «d'un trop grand nombre 
contraintes. Si plasicur willters de Damanquina ne peuvent acquitter 
Tour part de contribution, il faudra saisir leurs bi 0 
ind ils en auront, oa leurs personnes quand ils n’en auront pas 
ment to Gouvernement pourra-tll pourvoir A Ia noveriture d'un xi 
grand nombre dindividust ext deja ar covers Daman 
Momve presque gale & cello de Vimposition extraordinaire de 20,000,000 
Piastres ad Pacha termine, en repétant que le chitiment pour Danax 
“COmaiste dans Fimpit lui-meme, ot i In nae faite, par 
BE Ie Commissaire Francais nouvelle et, improve, 
de savoir si, par inmanidre do Vappliquer, lo chitiment doit etre 
MBkravé. 
Jo Commissaire Prussicn observe que opi 
featiaire Ottoman devrait étre. prise en considération, ni Von était encore 
AG lendemain dea événementa, mais cox évincments ont eu lieu dja 
ix quatre mols, ot lex habitants de Damas wont rien fait qui prouve 
Ae lour part lo moindre repentir, ext poutsdtre inoui, dit M. de Rehfues, 
ve log habitants d’une ville, théatre d'événements si époavantablos, n'aient 
Apontanément aucune mesure pour lex niparer. Lew Damasquins 
pax méme déblayé tex ruinca des maisoas tnceadiées, sour tos 
mbes desquelles yeiscnt encore de nombreux cadavees. Len ordres 
TAdministration doit avoir dannéa A cet Ggard o'ont pas encore &1é 
ind'effet. Lex habitants de Damas o'ont droit A aucune expice dle 
Ménagement, ot depuin quatre mois ils root fail qu'aggraver four 
olpatilite 
M, de Rebfues ajoute quo Ja criance de Damas sur le Gouvernement 
Ottoman est une aifiaire réscrvée entre 1a Sublime Porte et l'une des ville 
de 1" Emnpire. ce n'a point A wen occuper. Si le Gouver 
Went est en mesure, par lemprunt qui ext actuellement on train de 
i aide aux Damasquitis dont Host Jedébiteur, personne 
Be peat woppower Ace quill fame. Ce que M, de Rebs enn qualité 
Membre dela Commission, demande, c'est qu'en faixant appel wimporte 
Quelle. reesource, lea Musuimans de Damas soient mis dans Vobligation 
fournit 35,000,000 ve pivstres en argent ov en valeurs immvddlintement 
inables. Pour une ville telle que Damay, c'ent une womme prosque 


médintement et en une 
1nd serait en contradiction avec le 
Sion a résolu d'imprimer a toutes. les mesures concert 
ndemnités, Pour hiter ce réglement, 1 Commission a décidd, dann a 
Brécédonte séance, que tes Chréticns seraient payés vomnmaitement; par 
ories, cestaicire, par approximation, et qu'une fois co. paicmen 
exphliifeectad necnine wicks he serait adimiee Utdrieurement A réelamer 
Yeune indemnité on complément Windemnité, M. Novikow trouve au 
ins aussi juste que les Musulmans soient (rnités de la méme mani 
Bi le mode de procéder adopté par la Commission A l'égard dex Chrétiens 
wait etre rendu inutile, et le seul avantage qu'il présente, compromis par 
‘Bn Byxtéme d'atermoiements dans la perception de V'impdt, ily earl a 
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selom lui, cle revenir sur. les décisions que la Commission a prises dans Ia 
séance précédente, et de recourir plitit au systéme d'une évaluatio® 
Fégulidre, qui serait au moins de nature  assurer aux Chrétiens le béai 
de ees lenteurs, en lear permettant de poursuivre Vindemnité rigou 
de toutes les pertes quils ont mubies. 

M. le Commisaaire d’Autriche déclare que ses informations pe 
nelles concordent avec colles de Fuad Pacha, en Iai donnant A penvet qf 
Ja perception immédinte et intégrale des 33,000,000 de. piastres 
Mune extrome difficulté. Meite a cet égard opinion du Consul d'Aut 
4 Damas, et il fait observer que, si, en accordant a Damas des te 
pour Jo paiement, on pouvait tirer Welle une. somme plus consicéral 
Cette combinaixon serait avantagouxe aux Chrétiens enx-mémes Ce 
importe aux Chritiens, c'est que le paicment intégral de leur indemnl 
eg arin aregeetmantl 
plusicurs paiements particle et muccersifs, S'l en était ainsi, poutetre 
pourraiton procider par drcomptes & la levde de timpot de Dat 
faciliter In tole du Gouvernement, et coneilier toutex lex exigences de 
situation, 

Lord Dufferin eroit que Ia Commixsion no peut se prononcer sur 
point actuellement xoumis A sn délibéeation, et prondrs une résoltiow 
contraire 4 Vopinion formellement exprimés par son Excollence, 
sappuyor sur dos fits, et sans uvoir dex notions positives sur I 
dex rexiources de Damas. On peut, ditil, vouloir frapper Damnax dt 
chitiment névare, cela ext junto; mais la mesure du chitiment ne pout 
ayougls, Lord Dufferin eat porté crore pour kon propre compte 
Viexposition do 39,000,000 de piastees nest pas assez considrable : mal 
éprouve en méme temps quelque scruple A trancher la question du mode 
‘ot du. momout do ta pereeption. II youdrait dtre wir do no pas ovtrepasseh 
len forces contributives de cette cit, en exigeant d'elle un parement 
Immédiak qui V'épuiveeait, et briserait peut-dtee 3 jamais, le ressort de #08 
activité commerciale et industrielle. Il youdeait sotamment que le rappotk 
entre le revenu locatif dex maixons do Damas.e¢ le reveun total de. 30 
habitants fot exactement connu. En un mot, Lord Dufferin youdrait que 
Yon xfvinso contre Damas, dans Te peéxent, juxq seulement o@ 
Von serait bien air de ne pas compromettre sot Lord Dulferin 
constate que, dang le projet de M. Oatrey, ta perception de Vimpbt ext 
divisde en trobs palementa, division qui n'a tans doute pas 4d sugtcréed 
ron auteur par une connaissance médiocre de la situation de Danas 
M, Ie Commissaire Britannique exprime en conséquence le ye que 
M. Outroy soit invité & venir donner & 1a Commission toux los rensolghe 
‘ments dont elle a bexoin. 

M, le Commissaire Francais répond A Lord Dofferin que te projet dé 
M. Outrey qu'il a eu Phonseur de communiquer A la Commission, eat uf 
document que laCommission n'ext nullement tenue d’adopter dans toutes et 
parties ; que, si M. Outrey propose de diviser en trois termes Ie paiement 
de Fimpak extraoed d ine saurait en conclure rigourcasee 
ment que, dans Jn pense méme do M. Outrey, Damas soit incapable de 
tout payer on une xeule fois, et que sea propres ioformations Fautorisent 
au contrive A penser que Damas est parfaitement ea mewure de fournlt 
immédiatement te montant total de la contribation, Sur le fond de Is 
question, M. Béclard objecte A Lord Dufferin quo Vimpot & lever: aut 
amas n'est pas un cle cos impdts réulicrs et durables pour Métablisse- 
ment desquels un Goayernement doit wentourer de nombreux reuseigne 
ments statistiques, Crest un impot exceptionnel, établi entre do eircom 

ces excoptlonnelies, une véritable pénalité, une componition qui sera 

us jute 6t lun morale quelle sera plus rigourevsement 

Hy a lieu en autre de remarquer que eet impdt, quelqu'il oit. 
ne xanenit O&re de nature & frapper Damas dans son aventr et dans 
vitalité commerciale et incustrielle, attend que: tex 85,000,000 de piantres 
qu'il siagit dle lever sur cetto ville’ n'en gortiront pas. Ix ne feront que 
changer dle mains. Enlevés aux Musulmans qui les cachent, ils passeront 
dans colles des Chritiens qui les eonsacreront Ade nombreux travagx 
de reconstruction ¢t aus entreprises abandounées du commerce et 
Vindustrie, Les Cheéticns de Damas étaicot les instruments les plus actif 
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dle xa prospérité, Au point de vue eonomique, point de vue auquel Lord 
Dafferto vent de se placer, won seulement lay perception intégrale de 
Vimpot et Ia répartition immédiatedes indemnités ne sont pas dex mesures 
fuinestes la ville de Damas, prise dans wo ovembies main eles semblent 
au contraire indiapeasables au prompt retour de sa prospérité. 

La demande Ue Lord Dufferin, touchant le voyage de Ml. Outre 
Beyrout, nest appuyée par aucun membre de ln Commission. M. le Com- 
tmissaire de Prusse déclare que, si le Consul de France 4 Damas est appelé 
Avene dposee son opinion dans fe aia de Ia Comino, in tit 
taucune raison pour que fes Coneuls des quatre autres Puissatices n'y aoient 
pas ézalement invites, i 

3. le Commistaire Francais se troaye dans le cas de faire observer 
‘que la préseace do M. Outroy ext impériousement réclamée A Damas, dont 
Tasituation ne cesse pas d'éire alarmante; mais il offre A la Commission 
de provoquer, de la’ part de M. Outrey, Menvoi par écrit de tous les 
Fenseignements qui seraient do ature A léclairor, ‘Cette propoxition eat 
cceptte par la Commission, qui njouroe xa déision, 

‘Avant la Go de la séanee, M. Mclard appel Vastention de M. te 
Commissaire Extrnordicaire do tn, Sublime Porta aur ta. mintro dex 
Gheétions de 1 Montagee aul relournent dana leurs villages. Il neralt 
selon lui convenable dimposer aux Deuses une contribution préalable, en 

‘qui permottrait. de distribuer aux Chritions diverw objets de 
midre nécessité, On pourrait, dit-il, obliger ebae Druwe & fournir 
mesures de bk mesures d'orge ; 10 rottolin de sin Koo) 3 matolan ; 
3 couvertaren ;2 marmites, | bassing, en euivre: 1 taple en poll dechévre 
Tnatte: 10 poutres, ou leur valeur & ralaon de 80 piastros, 

Ge systeime de restitution a été mix faciloment et tres utilement on 
pratique par les officiers Francais, dank certaines localités, occupées par 
des ddtachementa du corpa expéditionnaire 

Fuad Pacha répond que des contributions de ce gonre ont «fja été 
effectées par ses ordres dans ta Montagne, et quil vent, notamment do 
Tequérir 40,000 mentiren de sémences, prélovéen sur les biens dea Chefs 
Devses, qu'il fera distribuer aux Maronites, et prit daillears «autres 
meaures dentinges A wubvenir aux besoine len plan urgenta dea populations, 
Mexprime setiloment Ia cralnte que cox opérations’ne solent entenvéen par 
Vardeur des Chrétions, qui, dana plusieurs villages, ont euix-mémoa oxercd ele 
violentos représailles contee les Druses, et pullé quelques unes de leurs 
iaisonn, 

IM, do Ftehfues signals attention, de M. le Coimmiaanire Ottoman dle 
Féeonten informations, d'aprta lea qi de dix chameaux, 
shargés de poudres et diacmes, aurait été rencontré dans les environs 
de Se Jean 'Acre, 6 destination pour tos Druscs robellox et rifugits 
dane lo Hauran. La vente de ces munitions de guerre étant interdite 
dana les basars de Ja ville, on a pu ponser quielles valent &é détournéen 
ex magasins de ln forterease dle St. Jean d'Acre, “M.de Rehfuen.cito te 
hom des deux guides qui ont fait la rencontre de ce convol, et Lord 
Daperin dagiisita le not des Adglals que ces guides accom pegnslontdans 
tune excursion. 

Fund Pacha proteste contre In. ponséo que ces munitions puimsent 
prover des maganing de Flat ot tanifeste Hntention de porter, nar Te 

fait qui lui eat signalé, ses plus sdviéres investigations 
séance est levée a cing heures et demie. 


(Suivent les signatures) 
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Inclosure 6 in No, 298. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


hing fr Dames earned ny reat rg that ead 

‘a tery hen cation which his Exctleey ha Sere Sang oar 

absence agalnat the Druses. ; eee aie 

ifort, of mate ein daty to adios othe nak 

ling vinta which woul’ bse uopaed eng a 

certain ourber of Druse villages by the French Ren ee 
Signed) ""* BUPFERIN AND CLANENOVE 


Inclosure 7 in No. 298, 
ord Duferin to Fuad Pash 


Excellence, Beyrout, December 10, 1860. 
AS 1 understand it ix your Excellency's intention to make use of 
French troops in lerying, contributions on certain of the Bross villages, 1 
fel it my duty to recall to your recollection the fat that, on the lat 
‘eceasion upon which the Brénch army was engaged in an importa: 
movement in the Lebanon, a crowd of Chriatians took advantage of the 

ity thus afforded them to commit upon thone of the ruse nation 
Wf atrocity as revolting as avy that had 
hoir own co-rellgionist 
‘i receiving intelligence of what had occurred Her Majesty's 

Gorernment conveyed to nie an expression of their very great indignation 
at rewulix so little in accordance with the objects they bad expected 

" ervention wold elfect, 

er, therefore, to shelter mysclf from all responsibility in the 
covont of any untoward accident, I bog most earnestly to call your 

Excollency's attention to, tho necessity of taking the necessary precaulloos 
ogainat the recurrence of similar exceraca on the presont oceaston. 

It is not for me fo xuggext to your Excellency what these precautions 
nhould be, but F may be allowed to xtate that in my opinion it ix 
indispensable each French officer about to he thos employed should. be 
made to understand that he will be held responsible for all pillage, violation 
of women, of bloodshed, which may occur in the execution of what must 
bo considered an affair of police and not a military operat 

It is to be remembered, moreover, that these gentlemen are 
wnaequainted with the language of thoxo ‘with whom they will have to 
doal, that thoy are unaconstomed to the routine of tax-gathering, and that 
in the eyes of the inhabitants they are destitate of that prestige by which 
the native agonts of Government are wont to make their authority 
respected; consequently it may not he unadviaable to warn those. officers 
who are about to undertake a task of yo much delicacy that nthe interests 
of humanity it is necessary they should exercise the jemper and 
Imoderation i the discharge their unwonted met od 

have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 298. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, December 14, 1860. 
TAM happy to be able to announce to your Excellency that in 
wuence of joint representation which was made to Fuad Pasha by 
M. Béclard and myself last night, his Excellency was induced to send off 
messengers in all directions countermanding for the preseat the execution 
Of his decree against the Druses referred to in my previous despateh of the 
Beers i al Kxcoll 
propose by the next mail to explain more fully to your Excellency 
circumstances connected with th subject. 
have, Ke. 


Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 208. 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Hulwer. 


Sir, Beyroul, December 12, 1860, 

IN my despatch of the 4th ultimo I had the honour of conveying to 
your Excellency my opinion, that if once the government of Syrin were 
Placed on the semi-independent footing, I ventured to propoxo the 
Administration of the Mountain ought Co be assimilated in every respect 
to that of any other Pashalic of the Province ; but that in onder to defer to 
Bullic expectation ia France it might prove neccesary that the purl 

ristian. Kaimakamship should be allowed to retali—at all event 
ippearance—nome of its ancient privileges. Such a compromise, however, 
olving the retention of the ancient duality of the Lebanon, rendered the 
is leat woitorm than Ucookd have wished Under thowecircunetancos 
faxked permisaion to reserve to a future occasion the consideration of the 
details connected with thix part of the subject, and subsequent reflection 
has convinced me that the principle of aximilation we are anxious to 
to introduce might be rendered more effective by an arrangement as likely 
to strengthen the hands of the ment ax it ix to prove 
congenial to the wishes of the Emperor of Franc 

By the maintenance of a Maronite Kaimakamship many of the present 
evils are obviously perpetuated, an unavoidable antagonism ix kept up 
between a formidable sect and a Government, and the anomaly of an 
imperium in imperio, though diminiahed, is still allowed to retain its 
awkward vitality. Yet it ix impossible altogether to ignore the past, It 
js true the Maronites ara incapable of nelf-zovernment: yet, however unlit 

exercise them, it might seem unjaxt to abolish privileges guaranteed to 
them by Europe. If, however, we change the word * Maronite” into 
*Christlan” many of our difficulties would vanish, and it might become 
possible to extend to the entire Mountain an advantage which, if once 
deprived of its sectarian aud local character, would no longer be obnoxious 
even to the Central Government. 

It is with this view that I now bee to submit to your Excellency 
whether it might not be a good arrangement to erect the entire district of 
the Lotanon into a single Pashalic, differing in no respect from the other 
subdivisions of the province, except in the fact that the officer appointed 
to it must be Christian. By this means two great advantages would be 
Gained. In the frst place, France would obtain the opportunity of being 
Able to say that her intervention bad extended a Christian administration 
over the entire Mountain; while, on the other hand, the Governor-General 
uuld acquire means off exercising the mont effectual contro not ov 
over the Mixed district, but in the Resrowan itself, by the appointment of 
Some foreign and_non-Maronite Christian, in whose impartiality and 
devotion to himself he could confide. As it will be always in the interest 
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of the Syrian Government to maintain and to encourage the Greek 
Christ nd the Druses in the Mountain, there is no disadvantage 


ck Magistrates, and the institution of Mixed Medjlises over the 

jons of the now Pashalic, 

eonvinced have | become of the justice of this view, that I have 
gone so far as to sabmit it to Fuad Pasha's consideration. At first hik 
Excellency seemed to regard the proposal with suspicion, and evinced an 
inclination to prefer the origial plan of a Maronite Kaimakamship in the 
northern division of the Mountain; but I think I have convinced him that, 
‘even in the interests of hie own axcondancy in the Lebanon, should the 
governmont of Syria be ever entrusted to him, it will be better to adopt 
Such an arrangeniont, while at the same time it will prove a golden bridge 
‘over which the French will bo ablo to rotreat, without the discredit of 
Appearing to have nequired for their protigts loss xatisfactory arrange 
ments than they had promised 

In day or twa, his Exculency is to favour me with a reply (o a 

proposition, Should he prove willing to adopt it with real heartiness, 1 shall 
Fave oo further mingivingw in substituting it for the former orrarfremoal 
1 had suggested for the Lebanon; as a’ Christian Pasha, devoted to the 
Central authority, will undoubtedly prove a more convenient instrument. 
for the Government of the Christian community than a Turk. Should he 
object, tho old plan must be retained, ax it would be unwise to force upon 
his Excellency any arrangement the practical working of which he could 
si easily esmbarrans, . 

z Thave, &e. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 10 in No, 298, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, December 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Excellency’ 
Information copy of a paper which contains memoranda of the principles 
in accordance with which the plan I have already submitted to your 
Exeelloney's consideration, for the futare government of § was 
drawn up. 

This document 1 yesterday communicated, confidentially 
M, Biclard ; and 1 have the satisfaction of stating that each sepa 
Article met with the full and hearty concur 
being only two points eon 
ditlerence of opinion between us. 

In the firat placo M. Béclard stated hin conviction that it would be 
nocessary to oceupy Syria permanently by a mixed European force, in 
order to carry out the provisions [ had proposed for its future aslministratiy 
‘To this 1 replied, in @ very decided manner, that such an arrangement 
‘seemed to me as unnatural ax it was impracticable ; that, as far ax + had 
observed. a foreign army of occupation bad a tendency rather to disorsa 
a-countey than (0 strengthen the hand of its Goverament ; and that 1 had 
tio reason to believe any such arrangement would meet with your 
Exeellency's approval. ‘The French Commissioner then obsecved that in 
accepting the basis of reorganisation I submitted to him thero was one 
reserve he should be desirous of making. Accordiog: to my proposal the 
Lebanon would still be divided into two districts, of which the Northern 
most was occupiod by a purely Maroaite population; in compliance, 
therefore, with Article 12 its local administration would be Christian. 
Hut ia the Southern Division of the Mountain a majority of the inhabitants 
were also Christians. Why then should not the whole of the Mountain be 
considered as a single arrondissement, and its administration be entrusted 
toaChristian Governor, who should differ, however, in no other respec 


any of his privileges or appointments, from any other Pasha or magistrate 
of the province? 

‘This idea coincided so completely with Yhe opinion 1 have already 
communicated to your Excellency in my despatch of the 12th instant, 
that | had some difficulty ing my satisfaction. T eontented 
myself, however, with inquiring of my ‘colleague whether he conte 
plated the Lieutenant of the Mountain being necessarily a Maronite 
and a native. “No,” said M. Béclard, “provided he ix a Christian It is 
indifferent to me whether he be Greek, Maronite, ar Aravenian : let him be 
any one the Governor-General shall Select," Deferring for. the moment 
‘ny expression of opinion, I then took my leaveof the French Commissioner, 
aod immediately waited ‘on Fuad Pasha for the purpose of ascertaining 
to what conclusion his Excellency had arrived respecting the considerations 
Thad already submitted to him touching this very point, and I yas glad 
to discover that his Excellency hail so completely reconciled himself to the 
Mea that he had even provided himself with list of Christian nubjects of 
the Porte who would be competent to discharge the duties of the office in 
question. 

Under these circumstances I shall have no hesitation in announcing 
to M. Béclard th ded only he consents to the ereation of natinfactory 
guarantees for the ndependence of tho Druses aod Greok Christians 
Of tho Southern Division of the Mountain, T shall have no abjection to 
inquire of your Excellency whether it is your pleasure I should agroo to 
make such a concession, 

T have, tee. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN. AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 11 in No, 298, 


Memoranda embodying the Principles in accordance with which the future 
Audiministration of Syria ba t0 be conducted, 


1. THE integrity of the Ottoman Empire, 

2 ‘The extension of the benefits of European intervontion ta all the 

fans of Syria. 

3. "The principle of fusion, as opposed to that of dinintagration, to be 
Applied in dealing with the different seets and races that compose the 
Population of the Province, 

4, The placing of the civil, fiscal, and military administration of 
Syria ‘on a diferent footing from that of the other provinces of the 

FS. The inion, under one Covernor-Ceseral, appointed by the Porte 
and approved by Europe, of all the Pashalies of the Province, 

6. The individoal responsibility of the new Goyernor-Gonoral for the 
tranquillity and good government of the territory confided to hit. 

7 nupremacy of his authority over the entire 


the administration of the Lebanon to that of 
the other Pashalies, so that, on the one hand, in cwse of distuebancen 
eceurring im the Mountain, ‘the Governor-General may not be able to 
ahelter himself from blame behind the rexponsibility of his subordinate, 
r, on the other, be tempted by a feeling of jealousy at his independence 
to intrigue against the prosperous working of the now system, 

9. Phe equality of the Christian subjects of the Province in the eye of 
the law, in regard to the tenure of land, the giving of evidence, 8:0. 

10. A mixed army, drawn indiscriminately from the Moslem, Christian, 
Druse, and remaining races. 

1i. A police s0 constituted ax that the maintenance of order among 
‘one tribe or sect should not be confided to the members of another. 

12. A municipal administration, arranged with a view to the self 
‘overnment, in all religious and no0-political matters, of each sect and 
Community. In Mixed districts, the Councils to reflect, a5 nearly as 
Possible, the proportion in which the separate elements exist, 
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13, Political Agents of the five Powers to be provisionally accredited 
to the Divan of the Governor-General, with identic instructions, and the 
privilege of concerted action in pressing their views on his attention 

IL The abolition of the feudal system all over the Province, 

15. Proviso, proposed by M. Béclard:—The Lebanon, in its ancient 
limits, to form one Pashalic, and the Pasha appointed to it to be a 
Christic 

16, 'The indi ual interests of the now Christian element, sapposed 
to be compromised by the coacession implied. in Article 18, t0’be eeorad 
by equitable guarantees to be hereafter agreed upon 

7. ‘The arrangenients made in accordance with the above Memo- 
anda to remain in operation for a period not Jess than five years, but to 
be considered as note or less provisional, 


Ioclonure 12 in No. 298, 


Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sie, Beyrout, December \6, 1860. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s infor: 
mation, cony of a letter which I have addressed to Major Fraser: marked 
Secret and Confidential, requesting him to furnish me with a xchemo {oF 
the organization of a lc ir this Province, 


(Signed) * ND CLANEROY! 
as 
Inclosure 13 in No, 298, 


Lord Dufferin to Major Fraser 


Sir, Beyrout, December 12, 1860. 

AS it ix powible that the dotiberntions of the Kuropean Comminion 
may result in a recommendation to apply the principles of de-centralization 
to the Goverment of Syria, aud place, not ooly its civil and fiscal, bul 
also its military adiinistration on a’ different footing from that of the 
other Provinces of the Kmpire, 1 would venture so far to profit by your 
‘experionce in auch matters, ax to request you to furnish me with a soheme 
for the organization of local army and police fore 

Te is very evitlent, that for sonie time to come, it is on Turkish troops 
that our chief reliance must be placed for the maintenance of tranquillity 
‘but under the shadow of the contingents to be provided by the Porte, it 

ight be advisable to create an indigenous force, indiscriminately drawh 
from various tribes and religious denominations ‘which compose the pope 
lation, 

10 addition to the regular Native Regiments, a well-disciplined police 
force would be necessary, organized perhaps on an opposite principle, and 
so constituted as that the maintenance of order amoug one ‘tribe ‘or sect 
should not be contided to agents who were members of another, 

Te would also be requisite to devise some machinery whereby the 
Ottoman troops to be quartered in Syria should be exchanged. from 
fo time with other portions of the Sultan's forces, and that this operatio® 
should be conducted in such a manner as not only to be advantageous tO 
tho Province, but also beneficial to the Imperial army. 

__thave, &e. 
(Signed) " DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE- 


Inclosure 14 in No. 298. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Beyrout, December V6, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that the Russian 

mmissioner has just told me that his proposition for the settlement of 
the Letanon will be that there should exist no unity of administration 
Within its confines, but that its affairs should be conducted by a Federal 
Council and autonomous Municipalities. 5 

He admitted that the simplest and more practical plan would have 
been the confiding of its government toa Turkish Pasha; but, he added, 
Hoch an idea would never have been accepted by bis Government. 

t was a knowledge of this circumstance that led me to conceive the 
expevlicnt propored in my despatch of the 12th instant as the best 
compromise possible between the exigenctes of European opinion and the 
Principlo of Turkish authority being rendered supreme wherevor its 
Fospousibility exteucls 

Thave, &e. 
igned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 





No, 299, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rureell-—(Recrved December 20.) 

(No. 40) 
My Lord, Beyrout, December 14, 1860. 

WITH reference to the states 1 Cowley by M. Thou. 
Fenel, ax co d to me in yo teh No. 31 of the 26th 
Ultimo, that the sick in the French army Wad) Amoupted atone period {0 
to leas than 1,500, | bog to say that, from a statement made by M, le 
Doctour Colmant, Chief Surgeon of the Freuch Expoditionary. Corps, it 
would appear that the greatest number of wick belonging to the French 
army via that have ever been in hospital at one timo has never 
excccded 500; this ia exclusive of convalescents, for whom they have a 
feparate eatablishimen 
So At present there are = cas 

ck 2 per cent have, be, 

hay Suued) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANENOYE 

No, 300, 


Me Louther to Lard J, Russell—(Received December 94.) 


he mortality hax been equal to 


Berlin, December 22, 1860. 
ty with your Lordship's 
despatch No, 38, 1c i Lord Dutlerin’s 
despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantiiople, containing x 
sketh for the future settlement of the P of Syria, at the game time 
Stating that Her Majesty's Government were disposed to view. Lord 
Dafferin’s sketch favourably, and that, if adopted, the Govorcor of Syria 
should be named with the consent of the Five Power 
His Excellency promised to take the matter into eo 
Joform me on some future oceasion of hix opinion on this subject, 
He requested me to leave with hit a copy of Lord Dutferia’ 
that he might study it at his leisure, which f did, secing no objection to 
‘complying with his request. = 
Baron Schleinite informed me he had already instructed Count 


rostorfl to inquire what were the opinions of Her Majesty's Government 
& to the fature settlement of the Province of Syria r 
Tearn also from the Freach Minister, the Prince dela Towrd’ Auvergne, 
that he has been instructed to bring the matter to the notice of Baron 
Schleinitz, but that the French Cubioet bas no particular plan of its own 
to recommend. Thave, &e 
(Signed WILLIAM LOWTHER, 
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No. 301. 


Mr. Fane to Lard J. Russell.—(Received December 31.) 


(No. 192.) 
My Lord, Vienna, December 27, 1860. 
IN obedience to the instructions conveyed to me in your Lonishipls 
despatch No. 51 of the 18th instant, I have communicated to Count 
Rechberg Lord Dufferin’s lespatch containing a sketch of a scheme for 
Ahe future settlement of the Province of Syria, and | have stated to his. 
Excellency that Her Majesty's Government, while inclining to view 1 
Dafferin’s sketch favourably, are disposed to think that if it were 
adopted, the Governor of Syria should be named with the consent of the 
Five Powers, 


Count Rechberg said that he should have great pleasore in considering — 


Lon Dufferin’s plan, and that he would not fail to acquaint me with the 
judgment he might form upon it 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) | SULIAN FANE. 


eee 8 
No. 302. 


Lorit J. Russell to Sir HT, Bulwer. 
(No. 2) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 1, 1860. 

‘THE Fronch Ambassador addressed me the other day nenrly to the following: 

yperor is quite ready to withdraw hi troops from Syria at the tiene 
stipulated, but if your Government urge this evacuation, remember that they 
make themselves responsible if massacres and outrages agninst. the Christiane 
are renewed. 3 

Her Majesty's Government are willing to undortake their share in this 
responsibility, bay it ls, but the Ministers of the Porte must be made clearly 
to understand, on their part, their obligations and thei rishi, 

‘Thoir obligations are t6 leod a willing sanction to evory measure by which 
the lives and properties of the inhabitants of Syria may be secured. ‘They must 
not again show an indifference to blowlabed, when nove but Christians are 
‘murdered ; they must not again yield to tho temptation of lange bribes, and give 
‘up Syn to the extortions of the bighet bidder for the Goverument in the 
politleal market of Constantinople. 


Lot Dufforin’s despatch to your Excellency is, 1 must confess, less cot 


Vining than is usual with him, ‘The impunity of the Druses most concerned i 
tho munmeros, the unquict spirit prevailing among the Mussulmans 
Chriitions olike, the disarming of Abd-cl-Kader’s followers, make Her Majesty 
Govorument apprehensive of the fature, 

Tein clear, indeed, that the Preach forces at present in Syria rather increas? 
than al tion. But should their departure be followed by fresh massacres 
aand should European occupation be renewed on a larger seale, the Government 
of the Salta must not expsct that Her Majesty's Government can ever agai 
express a reliance on the efficacy, justice, snd impartiality of Turkish sway. 

‘These considerations ure a0 serious that your Excelleucy is instructed t@ 

every way ou the Grand Vizier and Anli Pasha that the continued 
ud support of Great Britain depend on the honesty and energy to be 
evinced by the Porte on this occasion. 

If intrigues against the new Government of Syria are permitted with a view 
toa new harvest of corruption on the Bosphorus, and new muners in 
‘and the Moantain, the countenance of the British Government must be withhelds 
‘and humanity will require the most decided nnd effectual measures. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


ee ee SE ee 


No. 303, 
Lord J. Russell ts Sir H. Bulwer. 


Foreign Office, January 2, 1860, 

I TRANSMIT for your Excellency's information copy of 6 despatch from 

Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,* reporting what had eeu stated to him by 
M."Thouvetel, eapecting Lord Datei's scene fr the vetenneat of Sin 
(Signed). | J. RUSSELL, 





No. 304. 


Lord J Rusvell to Sir H. Hutwer, 

6) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Janwury 2, 1861. 

LTRANSMIT, for your Excelleney’s information, n copy of x despatch, 
from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris,t reporting what passed in conversation 
detween him and M. Thouvene}, on the xubject of the acts of violence reported 
by Lord Dufferin to have been committed by the French troops kn Syria. 

am, Ke. 


(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 





No. 305. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. —(Reecived January 5, 1861.) 
(Xo. 41) 
My Lonl, Beyrout, December 19, 1860, 


1 HAVE alr bad the honour of stating in a previous deapatch that 
‘with respect to the manner in which the Drusor wore Wkely to be dealt with, i 

cntertained great fears lost justice should degenerate into persecution. 
ion, T regret to say, subsequent observation hax confirmed, and T now hav 
tention to a colnmunication which seems to me to 






















































































‘To be contribated within the space of five’ days, in money or in kind, on ever’. 
Druse above the age of fifteen, under pain of a military execution being put int® 
hhis house. ‘The credit of this scheme rests, I understand, with M. Portals, th® 
gentleman whom 1 have already had occasion to signalize to your Lordship a 
ving xo wrossly misconducted the mission on which he seems to have been 
romowhat regularly seat by the General of the French army of occupation 
to certain of the Mixed villages. 

‘Ouie would have thought that the violence and indiscretion he exhibited om 
tat oceasion wnuld have prevented this person from ever afterwards becoming 
the soutee of Important inspirations, and it is much to be regretted that be 
Should cootiaue fo enjoy the confidence of those whose decisions have any 
jnifuznce om the marels of events in this country: 

eaaniining the above edlet, in detail, it is difficult to know whether to 

rank at ite cruelty of to laugh at ite folly. ‘To suppose that each male 

ier of & Druse family above fifteen is in a position to produce three beds 

‘nd mattrasses is simply absurd; the cauldron put down at 150 plostres is a 

rare article of hoiweliokl Furniture, evew among the less indigent classes, and the 

Cheistinns thenuselves never possomed the one-hundredth part of the nusber it ie 

vyroposed vhowld bo restored to them by the Druscs, while the injustice of 

Tequiring each individeal, uo matter what hie relative means may be, to pay A 
Tualform contribution, is #0 Pagrant nx to need no comment, 

Tn omer. liowever, that your Lordship may more exactly appreciate the 
torrible severity of the moaaure with which the Druso nation is about to be 
Visited, I will adopt a method of ewnparison which will cause the extravagance 
of its provisions Lo stancl out iv due relief, 

‘the European Commission hax recommended, that in addition to the eapital 
wunishmient which hay fallen on the peincipal promoters of the massacres of 
an bole Maometan population shal be wited with a penal tas 

‘he forced contribution to be levied on the Druses way be regarded in all 

reapects mean analogoue measure : for although, ax yet, no Drase Chief ws 
Sutlered eleven of their principal Sheikhs are now on teal for their lives, and 
Fund Pasha has boon jit furnished by the Christians of the Moontain with 
list of 4,000. persons, whose blood they have demanded on oath before thelr 
Bishops. ‘The inpost assessed upon the rich elty of Damascus may,, therefore, 
be fairly taken as a standard in. gausing the proportional amount to be required 
of the needy peusantry of the Me 

40,000,000 of pinut m which Damascus bax boen required to 
pay. Ttx Mahometan popalation is reckoned at 123,000 souls; of ‘these 35,000 
Fi yiast would bo inaley above fifteen years of age, and 0 tax of 40,000,000 of 

aattes distributed over 13,000 persons would amount to 1,142 piaskres a-picces 
Craw the sum required of every Druse tax-payer—that is, of every Druse above 
the age of fifteen —is 1,065 plnstres, Consequently the unfortunate peasants of 
the Lebanon are required to pay up within five days ns Jango a nam na is 
lomanited from the citizens of Damascus within five months. 

But this is not all. In yet another respect this iniquitous scheme will tell 
moro evetely ngninst the Druses than against the Damasenes. Of all the 
planer ake fom tho Welk Chrintnns of hat ty scarcely anything of value 
has bewn reatored, ‘The pillagers will remain for. the most part in possession of 
the stolen property an their ilotten ne will doubles help to pay the 
peal tnx but as your Lardohip wil percrve by the Uist sbi | lnlon, 8 ra 
Amount of plinder hax. been al 
probably be yet obtained. 

Moroover, it the distribution of the tax over the citizens of Damascus, 
thanks to the intelligence and Justice of tho Prench Consul M. Outrey, care has 
beat taken that ita chief burlen shall fall upon the rich, while a large proportion 
‘of the fnvligent classes have been suffered to go seot-feve ; but in the case of the 
ruses the posseasions of the Sheikhs and of the richest members of the nation 
have been removed by sequestration from all finbility to the impost, and it is upon 
the poorer elasses alone that ite whole weight ix intended to fal” It must also 
‘be remembered that for the list three months, while the Damascenes bave been 
twellng, in perfect socurity, except from the visitation of legal authority, the 
Druses have been leading ® miserable lif, exposed to perpetual molestation, 
numbers of them (certainly more than forty) have been murdered, their women 
hive been insulted, eighteen or nineteen of their villages have been pillaged 


jeady recovered from the Druses, and more will 


and seven partialls). Much of their comn—many of their beasts 
have been unjustly confiscated, acorns and bran have become their daily food 
in many districts, and the whole nation has been deprived of its political 
privileges. When, therefore, on returning from Damascus it appeared that. in 
Addition to what they had already suffered—in addition to the forfeiture of their 
independence—in addition to the capital punishment impending over them, a 
ian id been devised to accomplish the iniserininate run ofthe whole nation, 

felt an occasion had arisen when the most energetic interferetice was required. 

Fortunately. I possess in M. Bécland a collearae on whose sense of justi 
and conciliatory disposition 1 can always rely. No snoner was this geultlewon 
‘Made acquainted with the grave nature of the erisis than he at once agreed to 

forestalling it. But time pressed; it was already § o'clock on 
i, nod a siqoultancous execution of the obaoxious edict, all over 
was to commence at daylight the ext morning. Armed with a 
trance from the French Cetruissiouer, | repaired to Fuad Pasha, 
and his Excellency consented to our joint representation, 

A letter was written to the French General Ducrot, commanding in the 
absence of M. de Ienufort,  Counter-ordors were despatched at midnight to the 
Yarious centres of action, cajoiningg a auapension of the operation until further 
‘onlers, and it wax agreed to tefer the whole subject to the recousideration of the 
ext mecting of the European Commission, 

Itis my intention to take advantage of this opportanity to urge upon my 
colleagues, and more expecially poo hiv Excellency Fuad Pasha the necessity of 
‘ecting with greater caution when dealing with the vital interests of our fellows 
ereatures. ‘Taxes, forced contributions, We, must not be decreed at hap-hoxaed, 
‘without the faivtest appreciation of the resources of the eontribotors, still less at 
the instigation of soae violeat unscrupulous individual, whoxe provious conduct 
‘ought to be sulfcient to deprive hi a of all authority, 

Above all things, I shall protest tn the name of Her Majesty's Government, 
and js that of eommon humanity, against the Drusos being visited with a xeveror 
mewsure of panishment than has been considered xuflicient for the Damascenes, 

‘Ax to tho comparative culpability of these two communities there can be 
Ro differcnco of opinion. ‘The Damuscences are aimply fanatical massive : but 
Tet passion and prejadiow glaze tho inatter ax they tay, it snust fetnaia nts iodise 
Potable fyot that it was by the intrigues and menaces of their Christian eneanies 
that tho Drusce were first driven into war; it was through the encouragement of 
their Mahometan superiors that their native ferocity was stimulated into the 

vietory. ‘This is the truth, and it cannot be 


beforehand, the calamity was impending 1 was last in 
the country, the sentiments which animated either tribe were notorious, ‘The 
Droses did vot want to fight; tho Maronites thought thelr hour of victory was 
orn 

Custom-house returns can prove that upwards of 120,000 stand of arms 
and 20,000 pistols were imported into the Lebanon between Janunty 1857 and 
the spring of 1860, while tho sinister influence exercised by Bishop ‘Tobia and 
his associates was 40 universally recognined that kix withdrawal trom Beyrout 
amas fanned upon by the French Cons, ns icceeary prlitinary to all chance 
of peace. It Ws true his Eminence asserted on that occasion that tiothing eould 
be proved agninst him, for he had wot committed himself to paper, but this very 
observation is sullicently significative of the part he bad been paying, One 
letter at least exists (perhaps others may be fortheoming) io which the prelate 
Writes before the outhreak in very inflammatory tertx to the people of Deir-ot 
Kamer, and openly talks of the expulsion of the Druses, 

lee these circumstances it is idle to peak of the Christians we if they 

Wore saintly martyrs. ‘They are as savage avd bloodthirsty ia their traditional 
wwarfaro as any of their pagin neighbours. Nay, their elaas often carry on Inter 
necine blood-feuds with one another, in which they do not even spare the 
‘wwomankind. An instance of euch strife oceurred but two yeurs Ago, in the case 
©f the Hayin Sheikhs, and sisilar occurrences are frequent in theit history. 
Tn this respect, at least, the Droses are the more Ian; they never war on 
fone another, and women are sacred in their eyes. 

“To depict, therefore, the quarrel between the Druses and the Maronites as 
onslaught of savage heathens on the inoffensive followers of Christ's religion, 
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isa simple misropresentation. It wasa feud between two equally barbarous tribes 
in which the vietors inflicted on their enemies the fate ‘with which they them 
selves had been tiveateued. If the contest was: distineuished by circumstances 
Of more than usual brutality, itis tote attributed to the interference of the Turks 
find the intensity of the hatred which the previous threats and arrogance of the 
Christians hid: provoked. Tn their day of triumph, these last have not pte 
theinselves a whit loss bloodthirsty thin their enemies. Only yesterday, Fuad: 
Pasha received, through the bi f their communities, a demand for the 
heads of 4,500 persons, that is, the whole tax-paying Druse population of the 
Lebanon. 

will have perceived 


certain. number 
‘and unserapoloos 
system of persecution by which te wholo nation Is being driven to despair. 
sweFrom all eompikity In auch a course, 1, for one, am dvormined tu stnad 
aloof. Having done ny best, ax far na my abilities enabled me, to plead the 
‘cause of truth and merey on the spot, I shall leave the rest in your Lordsbip' 
hands, content with the couvietion that, whatever happens, the opinions 1 have 
‘ventured to record will resnain to prove that Uhave endeavoured to prevent the 
commision of a gros injustice. 

T hog to subjoin a statement forwordedd to me by Vice-Consal Rogers a+ £0 
tho presoat destitute condition of a large portion of the Drure popalation, at 
well petition from certain Druse communities, 

ip my place fall reliance in the truth of Mr, Rogers’ assertions 
thoy bave been confirmed in every particular by the textimony of American 
misaionncics and French silkespinners, and of other persons in a position to fort 
ut pinion, 

“Tho Druse petition xpeaks for itvelf; a people woary of thelr lives, ask 
leave to escape anywhere under the sun from the intolerable persecution whieh 
ppurmion them. 

Vhave, &. 
(ignel) "DUFFERIN AND CLANPBOYE: 


P.S—In order to give as much effect a» pombe to the opinions expres 
in the above despatch, F propose to communicate it to my colleagues, and to the 


Freneh General 
D, AND C. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 08, 
List of Plunilered Articles eecovered ant distributed by the Turkish Governments 


Collected from Sity-three villages in the distriet of Mokhtiirah 

1,180 bed, 14 lehats, 1,046 article of clothing. 1409 articles in eoppety 
798 wnimals. 

Liat of attioles oollected in the Shits— 

98 cups nnd cupstands (gold and silver), 9 silver spoons, 2) censersy 12 
erosies, 3 strings of pont, 16 cases or small boxes, 7 stars with parle OF 
diamonds, 10 chains, 8 swords, enses or handles, 16 clerical crowns, 3 ornament 
reold bands, 2 tantivreh (Druss women's horns), | hatetiet, t double-barrelled go0s 
1 lange pins, aver cofepot | slverperfame-pot 1 large curtain wrth 
lu silver, 23 necklaces, 120 gold and silver balls, 23 earrings, some with diamonds, 
10 baie pins, 21 buckles, 501 gold and. silver buttons 4 silver candlesticks, St 
silver lamps, 15silver trays, 4old bottles, 20 bracelets, 2eilver armlets,7 watches 
‘silver-mounted halters, 4 pictures, 14 women's head dresees (in gold and silvet) 





30 women’s head dresses for the back, 26 coffee-cup holders (zarfs),7 rings (silver 
and gold, one diamond), 2 rich vests, 1 ebony inkstand, 1 silver comb, I mounted 
staff, 1 thimble. 1 erescent, 529 lots of broken silver and gold articles, 3,074 
piastres in money attached to head-lresses, 139,794 piastres, collected on account 
Of aniraals, wheat, silk, &c., &c., destroyed or consumed. 

Articles collected from the district of Eiichantb:— 

126 beds, 145 Ichi, 70 articles of clothing, 23 copper utensils, 108 

1,035) mids of wheat were distributed among 2,770 distrorsed Christian 
inhabitants of the same district; also, 50 mids were given to the monks of 
Deir-el-Mokhillis, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 305, 


Vice-Consul Rogers to Lorit Dufferin 


My Lord, Beyrout, December 17, 1800. 

L HAVE the honour to report that from positive information received, and 
from personal observation ia Mount Lebanon of the vctnal state of the Drusos, 
Lam convinced that the collection of the forced vontnbution, ax proposed 
Excellency Fuad Pasha’s aotice, is utterly impracticable, 

1. The Druses have, in rainy instaices, lost as much ab the Christians by 
the sequel of the late civil wars “The Christians who were rendered homeloas 
hhave boon woll cared for by the various Relic€ Committees extablished for their 
benesit, and this eburity haw not been available for the Deusos. 

2 There are at Kast seven villages, Vizw Ait, Andb,, Ainab B'shotfin, 
Kefraya, Keft Takiid, Keft Nabmokh, and Hakldn, and U boliewe several others of 
Which 1 have not obtained the nainos, that. wore utterly pillaged by the French 
Soldices or tho Christian followers of the French camp. 

3. The booty found in the Mixed, or in the purely Drune villages, has been 
recovered ly French o¢ Turkish. military, anid there are numerous instances of 
people having been deprived of large qunntitios of their awn property nlvo. 

4. A lange proportion of the wheat and barley grown ia the plain of Bekia 
Yelongs to the Druses of Moun’ abanoa, and thix tins been contiscated by 
Goveroment, and even the oxen used for acricultural purposes have boen wized, 
dod some of Ube illel for the consumption of the French troops. Many. of 
the higher classes of Draws have’ thus boon eatirly without cora thls year 
although accustomed to house very large quantities every year of thei awa 
altivation. 

3. The Druses not being allowed to communicate with Beyrout, oF ony 
other lange towo, are not in & position fo enter oto any arrangewont for the 
borrowing of money, oF for tho aale of any proporty which might enable tho 
To pay the demands of Government. ‘They are obliged to depoud pon 

mnstians for the purchase of thelr dally food, who make them pay a very heavy 
per-centage for the favour conftrred. he igher clases are able to. sub 
this imp but the middle and poorer elses have not the means, n 
‘re living on the refuse of the former, making bread of acorn flour abd 
anything else they ean. procure, ech a» tho specimen T hind the honour of 
showing your Lordship on my last return from the Mountain, "Tho women 
wander about the hill collecting herbs, which form a principal part of thei present 
food, And in the ease of villages which have been pillaged ws above referred 10, 
coven those who have been accustomed to comparative luxury are reduced ta the 
sane sort of scmi-starvation 

tis well kaown that the natives of this country are in the habit of borrow 

money every yeur.on account of the next year's harvest, and the Drax 
having been in a great measure deprived of their harvost this yea, they are neither 
ble to pay their debts nor to bor shore upon the security of thot of next 
year; and what is mnoce, the confiscation of the oxen renders them incapable 
of ploughing, and reer Ye fate even ore sad than their present ae. 

‘Tho amount demanded by the Governinent at presont, is 1,005 pinstees fron 
every taxable Drase, viz., every male above the age of fifteen yours. This, 
funder the most favourabic circumstances, isa very heavy tax upon any of the 
natives of this country, whose wants are so few, und'who, decording to the best 
estimates, consume on an average from 2,000 to 2,200 piastres w year per 
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so that the amount thas demanded from each man would equal the 
consumption of half « family. 
T have, Se. 
(Signed) ” ET. ROGERS. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 305, 


Petition. 


parcoque grice A Dieu il n'y a pas cu da sang versd 
Drrillée; tandis que les Chrétiens nous 

ilies. pour nous faire In guerre, nows 

fours biens, sans quils avaient peniu une 


Ty wou les mauvaia aujets qui ont quitté notre district pour aller piller: 
Coux-li daprée les ordres nous avons fait restitucr le pillage, 

Maintenant nous venons d'avoir 1" de recevoir de nouvelles ontres 
do votre Excellence que tout Druse payant Vimpdt doit fournir 4 ta nation 
Chréticnne bIé 10 wids, orge 10, minins sees 10 rottols, matelats 3, couver= 
tures 3, coussings 3, pots de cuivee 2, marmites 2, tapix et! coutfer, Celoi qai 
‘nen a pas cox objets doit donner Ja valeur argent comptant 1,065 pinstres, 

En (oul cbs nows acrons toujours obéissant aux ordres do votre 
Excellence non gna pour largent malx pour verver notre sang; seulement 
hous ne pouvons pas supporter cette demande, parceque nous n'avons ried. 
Crfatures de Diga nous nous jetons A vos pieds vous prant d'avolr compassion 
de nou Prt quiet nos pay cous souruettons tout ce que nous powddons 
‘ct ot! chemises Hous irons habitee eit la Sublime Porte nous Pordonnera on bien 
de purtagnr Io versement de ce qu'on reclame de nous & des époques déaignds, 
‘ow ‘bien les Chrétiens prendront 100 pour cent de Ia valeur de nos. proprités: 
sans cela nous venous réduite A un état miséruble, Nous avons ospoir que votre 
Excellence. ne douxabandounern pas dans notre détreme ;, nowx n'avons d'autre 
refuge que In Porte. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signatores.) 


No. 06, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Receient January 2, 1861.) 
(No. 44) 
My Loni, Beyrout, December 21, 1800. 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Loniship’s informa 
tion, copies of further despatches which [have this day addressed to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at the Porte, = 

T have, &c. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 306. 
Lord Dufferin to Sie H. Buber 


Sir, Beyrout, December 18, 1860. 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that yesterday afternoon 
M, Béolard took advantage of one of the unofficial meetings which the Europea 
Commission now occasionally hold, and which are not attended by his Excellency 
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oad Pasha, to inquire of his colleagues whether, in their opinion, it would be 
ee to prolong the military occupation of Syria beyond the term specited 
¢ Convention. 

M. de Weckbecker replied that, for his part, be did not think the presence 
of a forcign force would be necessary a couple of months hence, inaszauch as it 
is probable we shall have devised in the meantime securities sufficient to render 
Such an expedicat unnecessary. 

M. de Rebfues declared that. he was not prepared to state that it would 
Tare become safe to deprive the Christians of the guarantee forded iy the 

reach 01 
___ M. Novikow expressed his conviction that foreign troops would be necessary 
in Syria for some time longer. 

M, Béclord himself dwelt on the moral effect their presence was calculated 
0 produce all over the country. 

T contented myself with expressing in ax explicit und frank a manner as 1 
could my conviction that the French army, useful as ite arrival had originally 

was become an embarrassment to the Government: that 1 considered it 
could be withdrawn to-morrow from the country without risk; that Fuad Pasha 
Anil his troops were quite competent to maintain order, and that the police duties 
it wns now discharging in the Lebanon were never intended to form part of its 
mission. 

In fact L submitted to my colleagues the same opinion I have already had 
the honone of lying, before your Excelleney in my-dospatch of the 4th 
instant. 

"The meeting broke up without any romult beyond the elicitation of the 
sentiments of the respective Commissioners on the above topic. 

J have little doubt but that, in the course of time, the Representative of 
Promia will soo occasion to adhere to the opinion expressed by M, de Weekbecker 
And mysolf 

After the Commissioners had loft, 1 took occasion to explain 
Privately to M, Beclard, that when first Leame to the countey, the iden. had 
Securred to me that a provisional occupation of Heyrout bya vory amall body 
‘of Enropean troops might usefully amist in the consolidation. of whatever 
Government we might catablial, but that subsequent observation lad eanyincest 
he that even much a precaution ak that wax quite unnecessary, and that this 
conviction bd been completely confined by my late vst to Datonseun 

v4, Bo. 
(Signed) |S DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 306, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir Ih, Bulwer, 


Sir, Hegrowt, December 21, 1660. 

1 HAVE the honout to inform your Excellency that yesterday x private 
Conference was helt by the Commision at my house for the purpore af consider 
ing the question of reorganization. 

In accordance with an agreement which had been come to betweest 


Opinion, whea a 
istic creeds, a 
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1 am happy to state that our scheme, as developed in the Articles, seemed 
to meet with the cordial acceptation of all our colleagues. M. Novikow love 
inced some little dislike to the notion of the Lebanon being under a sis 

Licutenant. I trust, however, that the securities against the oppression of 
Greek and Druse minority of the population by the Maroaite majority, which 
fare provided for by the general constitution of the Government of the 

will satisfy his misgivings. I shall yonture in a future despatch to examine the 
hearings of the proposed arrangement in this respect. 

Did your Excellency consider such a precaution necessary, it woul be well 
pevbape to stipeateexpresly thatthe Pass in qontion should wot be native 
ave, Se. 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 307, 


Lorit Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Recvieed January 5, 1861.) 
(No. 45) 
My Lord, Begrout, December 2, 1860. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordsbip's information 
copies of further despatches which I hiave addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador 
atthe Porte. 

T have, &e. 
(Signol) “DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 907, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bukecr. 


Sir, Beyrout, December 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excelleney’s i 
tion, copy of the Protocol of the thirteenth sitting of the Syrian Commission, 
fon the 21th ultimo. 
T have, &e. 


{Bigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 307, 


Protocol af the ‘Thirteenth Mecting of the Syrian Commission, hrld at Beyront, 
November 26, 1860. 


LE Lundi vin 
saires tant réunis & Beyrout, sous 
ouverte i deux heures et demic. 

Le procés-verbal est Iu et adopté avec quelques modiscations, et, sur ta 
demande de son Excellence lo Conuinigair Extrnontinaire de la Sublime Portes 
fon convient Wannexer nu prochain proces-verbal la note ci-jolote (voir V Annex? 


dune lettre de M. Rogers, 
Vico-Consul de Su M tannin ale a 18 
jente sfance par M. Je Commissaire Prossien (voir les Annexes Nos. 2et 3). 
Fund Pacha entretient to Commission du projet d'acrété qu'il va prendre 
pour encourager le retour des Chrétiens dans la Montagne. Indépeadamment 
He In restitution des objets pillés par les Druses et du rézlement ultérieur de 
Vindemnite totale due aux Chretiens, Fuad Pacha établit par ce projet, et 
ccanformnément a la pensée exprimés par M. Béclard a ta dernigre séance, une 
position en nature A lever sur les Druscs immédiatement. Chaque Druse 
contribaable verit eontrvint de ee sertsne quantite de deus of 
objets de premidre nécessité, équivalente A peu pris dune somme de 0 
only piastres partite. En dchors de ectte contribution, on coupe des bois de 
construction, appartenant aux Druses, indistinctement partout oi on les trouee, 
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pour lesquels on donne agi depuis quelque temps des quittanees ou requs 
‘que les propridtaires auront Ia faculté de présenter en déduction de leur contri- 
ution vltérieure. 
MM. le Commissaire Frangais fait observer que Vefficacité des mesures que 
M. le Commisssire da Sultan se propose de prendre, dépendra presque exclusive. 
‘ment du earactire et de Vintelligence des agents qui seront chargé de les 
mettre A exécution. Il émet & cet égand le veeu que les officiers co t 
des détachemonts du corps expéditionnaire dans la Montazne soieat employes 
ar Fund Pacha, concurenment ave les officers de Tarmée Turgut. 
nt dy stentendre & co 


impat extroordinaire de 
amédiatemont en arger 


M. de Weekbecker expose que, dans I 
8 Damas, si om partie impale en quate fore 
‘on pourrait 385,000,000 de pisstres, 


lo temp plus longue, 
jouer Wautnnt In part que le Tresor 
tale des 150,000,000 quit parent 
its, Co que ta Porte. fo 


Lord Dutlerin a rogu diversos informations relatives & In question de 
Himpdt de Damas. I rénulte de oot informations que Dawe pourrait wn 
maximum et Ala riguewe payer 0,000,000 de plastres, en ing mois, a rabvon 
de 10,000,000 de pinstres par moi 

‘M. le Cotnanissnire Prussien « regu de Dawns sles renseignements rolatife & 
Vinseminisation des, Gabtiaoments religieux ; mais il n'a rien ajouter A cous 
quill a déji transmis A Ia Commission, touchant Ia question de Mimpit extras 
ordinaire, 

M. le Commissaire Russe n'a pas rec encore sos informations dle Dasnas, 
Cetles qu'il a recueillies & Beyrout aupris de quelques personnes. compet 
concordent assez exactement avec celles de M. Outrey pour le chithhe des inde 
ites particulidees. 

‘und Pacha renouvelle Jes déclarations AG fhites par lui dans In prédeédente 
siance. "Son intention n'est pas de tanger Tes Damanquins, qui ne ke merit 
sous aucun rapport ; mais comme Plénipotentiaire di Sultan, churgé de Verte 
tion des mesures qu'il arte, il ne doit en prendie aucune q it 

nt exécutable, Dans la question de Vimpdt, it ne. cher 

ionison qui rende Te paiement de cet Impdt facile pov nq 
Crest la seule possibilité de percevoir qu'il wen vue. Lex termes suocessfs qu’ 
8 Piotention d'etablir, sont destings, dans wa pensée, b rendre possible une mesure 
de Nexceution de laquelle il est responsable devant son Souverain. Une percep 
tion en trois termes trimestricls lul parait possible, et cest sur cette combinalean 
‘que son esprit sest le plus souvent arrété. 

M. Béclard, tout en réservant toujours son opinion personnellc que la 
perception totale et immédiate de impOt pourrait étre effectuce si Fon voulait 
voir recours & des moyens énengiqoes, propose Yadoption d'un moyen tertne. 
‘On pourrait peut-étre, ditil, adopter le chifire de 50,000,000, indiqué par Lord 
Dufferin, en lover la moitié dans trois mois, et le reste en a-comptes mensucla 
e 5,000,000 par mois, ce qui donnerait 4 la perception une durée de huit 
mois. 


Lond Dufferin appuie Vidée d'un moyen terme de Fappliquer 
on seulement & la ion, ustis encore au chitfe de Timpét, Entre 
85,000,000, chiffre proposé par son Excellence, et 50,000,000, chitfre indiqué 
tar Ini, comme le maximum possible, il propose 40,000,000 i lever en sept mois, 
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wwoir, 20,000,000 dans trois mois, et 5,000,000 pendant chacun des quatre 
mois suivants, 

Son Excellence le Plinipotentiaire Ottoman pense que les travaux prépart= 
toires de clussification et de répartition prendront environ deux mois, et qu'il 
Vexpiration de ce délai il faudrit pouvoir disposer d'une somme d'eaviron: 
40,000,000 pour donner aux Chrétiens un premier a-compte suffisant. Eo 
upposant que Damas puisse en effet donner dans trois mois 15,000,000 ou 
20,000,000 de piastres, Ie Gouvernement devra fournir une somme égale. Son 
Excellence a le projet d’écrire dans ce sens A Constantinople. Quant au chiffre 
total de Vinwpde ot & he fixation définitive de délai dans Jequel if sera ‘aad 
Pacha héite & prondre wne déter ition et se borne & donner & la Commission 
Tarsurabee de son bon vouloi 

‘Avant que la sfance ne ait levée M. le Commissalre Frangaix appelle 
Yattention de M. le Commissaire Extraordinaire da Sultan sur la manitre 
défgetveuse dont s'opare h Dasnas In mevare da désarmernent et sur les masals 
procédés dont les autorités Turques uxcut A Végard des Musulmans qui ont 
Courageuoment emayd do wopposer au massacre des Chritiens, tandis qu'ellos 
prodiguent los faveurs et les rnnrques d'estime & des hommes connus pour I'axoit 
encotlmgd. IL saisit cette occasion de rappeler que M. le Commissaire de Rumie 
a derniére t pruposd & ta Commission de se t rk Damas, et que la 

nn romi« la discussion de cette proposition & Pune de sex prochaine: 

.c moment est venus, selon M. Béclurd, de prendre une résolution & 

‘somble que ta Commission, qui doit un. jour ou Kautre aller & 

{hire ce voyage dans wn moment plus opportune. | Chacu 

‘bres de lu Commission doit éprouver le besoin de juger par lulsméme 

mation de Damas, et nul renssignement ne yanden pour 1a Commision 

la vue méme des ti ‘M_ Béclard demunsle en conséquence que la Commission 
¢ tense & Danas, 

Son Excellence te ssaire Ottoman, en co gui eoncerne Ia mesure dit 


opposer Ace voyage, male qu'elle ne peut ni wy associer ni Yopprouver, 

PUNT tde Weckbecker tet fe vacu que. Fund Pachx preane immediternent 
KarrQté concernant Timposition et le publie avant que Ia Commission ville i 
Dunas, De cette fagon Pincoovénient signalé par no Excellence serait vite 
et lo Plinipotentiaire Ottoman n'aurait pas lair de eéder A Vimpulion de Ie 
Comminion. 

Son Excellence Fund Pacha fait observer que les Commissaires allant & 
Danis, nommément dans le but de recuelir des informations par eux-mémes 
et sir lee licux relativement aux questions dindemnité et de riparation des 
dowmages éprouvés par les Chrétiens, il résulterait nécessairement de oe 
voyuge un ajournement indkitini du réglement de la question dimpot et 
dindemnites 

‘M, Novikow en appuiynnt Svergiquement la proposition de M. le Commits 
saire Frongais objecte qos ta Commision se rendsat k Datos ne mettre pt 
Deaveoup plus de temps pour y recyeilic par elle-méme les informations doot 
lle a bexoin ; que ce* informations sien mettront pour venie de Damas & Beyrout 
pat Grit ot ue be retard, Hew, sera tout au pls de quelgaes jours 

M. do Rebfues uppuic It proposition de M. Bécinnd, et déclare que les 


renscighcuenfs qui lui pacviennent. sur la situation intérieure. de, Damas, suf 
function et Vimpuissance des autorités, sur Te wousais esprit do Is population 
Musalmasic, resident & se yeux. le voynge de la Commission, Daman 
gent que hécessaire. 


Lord Dufferin a toujours été davis que les Commissaires devaient aller & 
Damas, Il rappelle la promesse qu’il » dGi faite précédemment d'appuyer la 
Proposition de ce voyage dés qu'elle aurait rallié la majorité, 

La proposition étant adoptée, MM. les Commissaires des cing Puissances, 
sans fixer davance In durée de leur séjour & Damas, décident de s'y trans- 
porter. 

Ta séance est levée & sept heures et demi 

(Suivent les signatures.) 


Annexe 1. 


La question de Vimpot extraordinaire que la ville de Damas doit payer, pour 
contribucr & indemniser fes Chrétiens,étant mise & ordre du jour, In Commission 
examine les différents projets qui lui ont &6 sox 
de cette imposition. La Commission ayant se 
a question générale do In répression et de l'inde i la 
question de Iiimpbt extraordinaire que sous ce double point de vue, oe 
comme un compléwent de la ripression et comme un moyen dindemniser Tee 
Chrétiens. Quant i son mssietio et & odo de perception c'est A Iautorité 
Wen fixer le meilleur moyen, et ailleurs un projet qui a été éabors par Fuad 
Pacha montré ls Commisslon frat des aruntages d'une répartiion juste et 
‘quita 

Fund Pacha fait observer seulement que quel quo soit te mode de Ia per- 
‘ception Ie recouveen nédliat_ qui. serait fst b 335,000,000 de plastros lui 
parait. impos prés Jes informations qu'il a prisox aupris dex Chrétions 
notables de Damas mérne, cette ville dans la situation ob elle se trouve aujourd'hui 
West par en état de payer immédiatement une si forte somme. Le Plénipoten- 
aire du Sultan pourra employer toutes les rigucurs, mis des mesures de 

‘anront aucun effet devant une impossiblité snatérielle, La confisea- 

tion dee biens de ceux qui ne seront pax dans to cas do payer immédiatement 
Jeur contribution ne fora pas entrer dans les maine de W'autorité Langent qui oxt 
nécessairo pour servir Vindemnité aux Chritiens; cc mayen mgine retardera 
{Mlvbitablement Ia rentrde de In soxume qu’on Yeut avoit imméiatement, 


Annexe 2, 


Lord Dufferin to Viee-Connul Rogers, 
(Traduction) 
Moos Beyrout, le 24 Novembre, 1860, 
‘Un bruit m'étant arrieé qu'une caravane de chameavx churgés de munitions 
rovenant du dépot du Gouvernement & Saint Jean d'Acre aurait €é vue allant 
‘dane la direction du Hauran accompagnée par des Druses, je your prio de mo 
faire savoir si une telle eiroonstance est parvenue A votre connaissance. 
Je vous fais cette demande parcequ'on m'a dit que ce fait vous a été certifi 
par le Drogman do deux voyageurs Angi 
(Sign DUFFERIN AND CLANEDOYE, 


Annexe 3. 


Vice-Conmul Rogers to Lord Dufferin. 

{Traduction.) 

My Lord, Beyrout, le 24 Novembre, 1860. 

SAL Chonncur daccuser réception de Ia lettre de votre Seigneuric en date 

@onjourd'hui, et, en réponse, de vous informer que peu de temps avant mon 
lépart de Caiffa, deux voyageurs Anglais y arrivérent, et que je fus informé par 
ox sins que par leur Drogman Gatrielf Sehembri, Mali demeurant 4 

Jerusalem, que le I de ce mois, dans le voisinage de Medjdel-kroum, ils avaient 

Tencontré une caravane de chameaux chargés, allant vers orient ; que le susdit 

drogtan avait demandé an Moukre (qui était Druse pur hasard) ce qu'il portait, 

tabi reat ue réponse pe Satan piel Aa mde questo 
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soldat Ture (mis je ne me tappelle plus «il était de ta troupe régulidre ou de be 
troupe Irgalie) qu leur dH que les cbementix dient cher de ton de 
guerre. Le drogmnan congut des soupgons & ln suite de ces circonstances. 

Aussitit que j'en tronvai Voccasion je fis une enqutte & Caiffa auprés do 
‘ceux qai avaient été derniérement a St, Jean ’Acre et Yon m'assura que la susdite 
munition avait éé euvoyée & Damas. LA dessus je fus couvaincy que le fait me 
inéritait plus dinvestigation.. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 307. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


eat Beyrout, December 23, 1860. 
HIS Excellency Fuad Pasha having announced to us that he hat 
‘sequestrated the estates of the principal Drusc Chiefs who have cither fled to the 
Hlauran or are now in prison, L would venture to suit to 
consiferation buther ie not aomewbat unjost at the children 
of theve unfortunate persons sbould be thus lovolved in, thelr rain, and lett 
estitate of all support 
Tt is trve, in eases of high treason, the forfeiture of his estates ix considered 
the nataral complement of the attainder and condemnation of the eriminal; bat 
when we take aggount of the peculiar relations which seem to have existed 
bewens the Druse Pale st tbe Boones itativer of the Turkish Goverament 
the. counnenormenh of the outbreak, i eaaiot be considered Uat theif 
tnidoeds aught fo be denominated high treason ee 
Mareore, 1 usdeatata thet, he Extlicacy is taking poseeaog of the 
property of women and Cothers against whom vo other crime can be alleged 
thaw that ary Druss, 
he straite to which be ja reduced for want of money is, doubtless, one 
{the rensoon whch Jad him to comune, these leregulsitie, but the, presoore 
which is continually boing pat upon him by the French General may also partly 
account for thea. é: 
it. would be a great. misfortune for the Turkish Government were the 
ave cas a bo . rived ¢ its upper oF, by Lay eee of their landed: 
estates, aod althoug ccousider it advisable thit the feudal system should be 
nollahed, the walntenzace of « Dee Iavory desinble 
hoc thews views see with your Eveeictey's spprobation, perbaps yoo 
oad Pasa should tercive inetrctione fom 


[peculiarly his own, that he disputed the right of the Commission to interfere, 
that he objected to. my sources of information, and that it was with great 
iffcalty be, M- |. succeeded in mitigating his resentment. 

‘To this I replied that [was very sorry that anything should have occurred to 
arouse the General's displeasure; but that such » circumstance would “not 

went me from acting in accordance with wy conviction. That had the 
Kisjuitoos deeree in question been put into execution it would have. been upon 
the Commission, and not upoa M. de Beaufort, that the responsibility would have 
fallen. ‘That in regard to our respective sources of information 1 considered 
M. Portalis « less trustworthy authority than Her Majesty's Vice-Consul 
Mr. Rogers, whom I had sent up into the Mountain tor the express, purpose of 
‘making me's impartial report; that that gentleman spoke Arabie Tike a native, 
that he was a person of character ann intelligence intiraately acquainted with 
the resources of the inhabitants, that he had corrected his own observations by 
the testimony of American missionaries, European silk-spinners, Christian and 
Druse S' that the revult of his inquiries was in every respect confirmed 
bby what I hud learot from every other quarter that under these circumstances 
ver coruent 10 n measure 1 rust convider one of gros injustice 
for M. de Beaufort : tnt t eoatd well 
lundorstand ow galling his pox ‘ve; that there was: nothing L was not 
Qrpare td to cola hin gpd ar a was compatible with what 1 
t 10 bw my duty; that 1 was eunvinced of the sincerity of his convictions ; and 
that ifonly he would continue to act with the moderation jo diwplayed, 
Lshould ivever cense to beat testimony to the magnanimity of his conduct, ond 
‘hat hereafter Fain sure he would be thankful to. me for having ly 
thwarted him on this ocemsion. 

“The Conference then commenced, and after a long debate terminated in an 
agreement that the obnoxious edict should be cancelled ; that the Government 
should its sappy vo desta wih grain whic tho ltearival of some con 
frow Egypt would enable it to do: that no money payment xhoukd be dlemarvied 
frou» the Druse villages; but that they should. be required (0 dispense to their 
Christian neighbours as wash bedding and kitchen funiture as they eheuaclves 
‘could canvenvently spare. 

"The corn above’ alluded to in. 1 believe, a aupply which some two months 
ago I ventured ask his Excellency Said Pash to bestow in charity on the 
Christians of Syria. 

With regard to the condvet of the Frenel General in this matter, [would 
merely remark that it js but natural be shouk! take the view he dors ; that he 
neither has the time nor the opportunities of acquiring the information necessary 
to form a just conception of the condition of the Druve peasnntey : that hie is, of 
‘course, violently prejudiced ogalnst them ; that the feelings incident to hls tying 
‘and datieate position are stimulated by the stall of officers who surround fam, 
find that it i probable a person. leas xorupulous aid humane might have found 
‘prtunitis to net with even les frbcarave 

have, Ke 
(GBigned) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No, 308. 
Lord Dufferin to Lorit J. Rusaelle—(Received January 5, 1861.) 
(No. 46, Confidentiak), 
My Lord. ath Beyrout, December 23, 1860, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform if Lordship that yesterday 1 took 
vantage of a metlog of the Commission to commtnicnte to. my colleague 
and to his Excellency Fuad Pasha the substance of the Thad the 
‘honour of addressing to your Loniship relative to the forced contribution it hw+ 
been. proposed shouli be levied indiscriminately on the Drase nation, 

cfore the business of the Commission began, M. Béclard informed me 
confidentially that Md Boafort ha een “excively annoyed ‘atthe 
proceedings agai ruses havin suspended, that he writ him 
ip violent letter on the subject, Decks an aspen hi. he Saad 


No. 909. 


Bart Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Receied January 8.) 


(No. 18) 
My Lond, Paris, January 4, 1861. 

L STATED to M. Thouvenel this afternoon that Twas glad to Tearn from 
your Lordship that M. de Plahault had been authorized to express to. Hor 
Majesy's Government the readinost of tho Emperve to withdraw Ks troops rom 

ma at the time stipulated, though he called to the remembrance of Her 
jesty's Government that if thoy urged the evacuation, they would: become 
responsible were the massacres against the Chriatians to be renewed. 

M. Thouvene! admitted that M. de Flubault had been authori2ed to make 
this declaration, but he added that he had reevived advices from Syria since, 
which showed that the Gret Powers were not unanimous in thee ‘opinions upon 

subject. 
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Ata mecting of the Commissioners, the question of the 

French toopa lad been mooted when the Russian and Prussian Commisioners 
had urged the necessity of prolonging their stay. The Austrian Commissionee 
‘bad expressed the opinion that they ought not to go before a stable Government 
should have been established in the Lebanon ; and, in fact, Lord Dufferin had. 
‘heen the only Commissioner who had recommended their early departure. 

I said that it was not extraordinary that Lord Dufferin should recommend 
it, when General Beaufort made no secret of his desire to take the law into bik 
‘own hands, and wago a war of extermination against the Druses, 

M. Thouvenel rejoined that it wns to be that General Beaufort 
lind ever been placed under any sort of Turkish control; that had the General 
bieen allowed to act iauependently, the authors of the late massacres would long 
since haye been punished, and the troops would have been withdrawn. As it 
Mas, there Was every appearance of the Dros escaping scot ive. 

M. Thouvenel continued, that he was still of opinion that it would be 
impowible to recall the troops before some sort of authority should have beet 
restored. However, that was a question for Burope to decide, and when the 
proper moment should come, he would be prepared to act by the wishes of the 
Groat Powers, In the ican time, every effort should be made to hasten the 
accomplishment of the labours of the Commission, He did not suppose that & 
ow weeks more or fess in the departure of the troops would signify, or that & 
[prolongation oftheir stay for that period would require the xignature ‘of another 

onvention. 

1 plied, that I could not agree in this opinion, The Convention of the 
‘ith Septombor last declared at what period the occupation was to cease, and 
that occupation could not be prolonged for a day, without the consent of the 

te. 

In the course of this conversation, M. Thouvenel constantly asserted that 
the Emperor was moxt ansious to tring his troops home, and he once said that 
His Majesty would on no nccount leave them unless they were to be joined by the 
troops of somo other Power. He expressed, further, the hope that naval 
force would, under any circumstances, be lefe upon the coast for some time. 

Uhave, Ko. 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 


No. 310. 


Lord J. Rusrell to Barl Cowley. 
(No. 60), 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 9, 1861. 

1 AM sorry to find from your Excelleney's deapateh No. 18 of the 4th 
instant, thatthe Preoch Goverameat’ have gone tack am the esurnnces, they 
gave me through Coant Flahault. 

T have now received from Lord Dufferia a despatch to Sir Henry Bulwer i 
which be gives in account of that meeting of the Commissioners to which 
M, nueaes tndes, val 

‘our Excellency will see from the which I sent in my despat 

‘No. 28 of the Sth instant, that the Austrian ‘Commiss > peaking ob the 19th 
‘of December, mud that he saw no reason to think that the prescnce of w forcigh 
force would be necessary two months from that time. Yoo will see that 
Lond Dutferin expremed his opinion that the foreign force had become an 
embarrissment to the Sultan's Government ; that it was discharging police 
duties which were no part ofits mission ; and that it might be sent away at once 
without risk. 

‘The French and Russian Commissioners were in fiwour of the prolonged 
stay of the Foreign troops; the Russian Commissionee was not prepared to s¥ 
‘that it would be safe to remove the th but Lord Dufferin seemed to expect 
‘that his opinion would change on further consideration. 

Her Majesty's Government have every reason to be satisfied with the 
condact and opinions of M, Béclard ; atill his behaviour ot this occasion appent® 
somewhat strange. A Turkish Commissioner presides over the Cominission = 
hy wus ao occasion taken when he would be absent to raise this very serious 


4 


fot by religious or moral faith, but by political rivalry 
Mager ince wrong. and euferiig vpou the Druses, 
‘Pither innoceot of the massacre. He declares that the of the French 
Rrwope encourages the Insolence and the violence of the Maronite, nd 
up the feling of hostility and ranrour between them and the Drusey. 

‘Lord Dafferin’s representations differ but little from those of 

fend your Excellency s copy of a despateh from Lord Dufferin o me," in 
Tbe ives his opinions, and relates that the Christian comunitios cd, 
hroush thee tashope, for 4,200 of the Teds of their enenties. ‘This ts the 
“inner in which, these Chriatian bishops in the East preach “peace on 
will towards men.” 
ae ey arent, wae te ing of te 
‘earnestly desire the removal of the foreign force, as servi 
a ecm blond thimts dese of revenge enertuined bythe Maroites 
sects, 5 
reflection arinea, to which 1 bog your Excalleney, 
aot heuvenchs to. gve due weight. The Frevah 
aed, iy lasts that European troops should be 

Riley's Government consented on two conditions: frat, 
den troops should ct in. concert with the Tarkeh Cormisioner Fund 
wee tthe stay of the Yorcign troops should not be prolonged 
and secondly, Ta adhe strength “of these two. conditions tbat Her 


‘ent urged uipon the Porte the acceptance of foreign aid to 
fC war on te faith of these caditious that de Porte gave her 


jnty's avinced that 

Te is truc that if Her Majesty's Government were conv! 
Youll be great. sks in removing the foreign trope fro Sten er Majesty 
nent might be iced to ures apo, the Bare pstyoneyent of the 
racaat) eli for Majesty's Govs he 
eit Fe anomie for lier Majoay's Gaverameat 10 conse 1 the 


of the French troops in Syria beyond the teran fixed by: 


Uhave only farther to 
Appear to be agreed upon 
Fremmcat of Sra, There eer ett feta 
0 Bi ch, Austrian, and 
Fy te aiytnsteed ‘to the Been Articles proposed by Lard Dufferin and 
M. Heelan, 
“ Jin no reason whatever for extending the period for 
hist ne iancition ofthe ath of September authorizes the stay of forign 


ws in Syrin, 


js to M, Thouyenel. 
‘You will read this to M. Thouver re ae 


(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 311. 
Earl Cowley to Lard J. Rusvell—(Reesived January 9.) 


WW Confidential.) 
My Lock pre Paris, January 8, 1861. 
: i is ‘boon instructed 
MY Prussinn colleague informed me yesterday that he hod ted 
neni ie French Government respecting the affairs 
So ne tation would te mud by Cont Berar 


ae eee NBartales didnot enter filly into the subject, bot I understand that 


+ No. 305, rk 
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his Government objects to the 
Defias pa con 
Prassian Govern: 


Poy 
As your Lodhip wilt bave an opportanity of yourself conveying direstly 

the Prumian Government the views of Her Majitys Government an 

Coa pate administration of Syria, 1 did not enter into any discussion 

Count Pourales, although I explained to him in general tera what howe 
fount Pourtales spoke in ¥é 


i 
hoped that time and eaperience may have wrod 
haracter which would alone entitle him t0 


(Signed) COWLEY. 
os 
No. 312, 


Baron Sehleinite te Count Pourtales,—{Communicated to Russe 
Govst Berurterf, Joscory Th 180) ena 


en ES i Berlin, le 29 Décembre, 1860. 

‘AL déja eu Mhonneur do porter A voter connaissance Ia dé 

3k Mints dey Aes trnates de France avalt ‘sree Stal 
5 Décoinbro au Prince de ta Tour d’ Auvergne relativement aux affaires de Sy 

de pret En gee a 

fertile len daibrations des Commissaires Buropsens sur Vorsasiation di 

Le Cabinet do Paris ext davis que lex populations de 

dofvent pore naoan des garantie ul leur oot Wed aesurces far fon at ongee 

sugges ae eas = oa 

gn dchors de Faetion direetede Ia Porte, doit leue dre conscrvda. Jon em preae 

rove ir Mle Comte, gus, decor & ext ard ave Sl, hooves mas 

uste de maintevir en principe I'autonotnie dont lex populations 

en jot ot aR eerie ate tg 
lars dew derniers évéinements ne saurnit étro un motif Wéendre davantoge I 

pouvcirs. ees Grandes Puimances de Europe gal sant jnteroédses en fave 

a Cirtien le la Syrie, n’atteindraient gure le but qu’elles se sont proposdy 8 
es roulaiont conscntir Ane restriction des ancicns droits de ces populations 

Le Commismaire du Roi sem done chargé de prendre lo! nalatiew 

vies ene administration nationale pour bare de Vorgui fature de le 

Montagne, | Mais afin de garvatir d'uno manidre plus efticaco qu'elle ne Va €t8 

1 cette organisation, il sera important de 


parait désirable de prendre en eonsidération Tidée de donni ante 
partcalicrs, non-seulement aux Druses et aux Maronite, mais anes aux alt= 
communautés religieases, et nommément aux Grecs orthodoxes. 

‘Quant a Ia forme des institutions & établir, nous pensans avee le Cabinet 


Francais qu'il appartient aux Commissaires des Puissances qui se trouvent 
‘zur les licux d'cxaminer Jes différentes combinaisons qui pourraient s'offri, et 
de chercher A se mettre d'sccord sur les propositions quis aurout & faire & ours 
Gouverneients respectife, Cleat dans ce sens que j'ai fait rédiger les instewe- 
tioas qui ont &é transmises & M. de Relifnes, et sur leaquelles vous &ten 
autorisé, M. le Comte, & donner & M. Thouvenel toutes les explications qu'il 
pourrait désirer. : 

‘Si nous sommes d'avis que c'est aux Comorissaires qui devrait tre contige 
fa tiche de soumettre aux Puissances un projet de organisation tutare do 
Litan, il va sane dire que nous partagoons aussi opinion du Cabinet Frangais 
sur Tinopportunité de transférer A Constantinople le sige des négociations 
featves cette are. La cononissance dex daily et pays, no semble 
ttre d'une trop grande importance pour qu'une solution confirme aux exigences 
Se ls situnion’ pias dare preparceelllears que subs lieus mms. 

Recavea, &e. 
(Sign) * SCHLEINITZ, 





No. 313, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell — Received Jenwary V1, 1861.) 


(No. 47.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, December 30, 1860. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's informa 
tion, copies of further despatches which I have addrewed to Her Majesty's 
Amabasador at the Porte. 
T have, &o. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 313, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, December 24, 1860, 
1 HAVE the honovr to Inform your Excellency that, during the course 

4 visit Iately paid to me by Bishop Tobia, that prelate stated, in reply to 

oeation 1 put to hii ax to the progress which was being made throughout 

Mountain ‘nthe work of reconstruction, that matters wore proceeding in 


very unsatisfactory manner. 
Indeed,” said 1, ““T understood that great exertions were being wade by 
the French troops to build up the rvined villages.” 
‘anewered the Bishop, lauzhing. “they have doe, very litle, and 
wwbat they hare done is done more for show than anyting else 
Thave, te 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROY! 


Inclosure 2 in No, 31 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, Deceniber 30, 1860, 

LHAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Exeollency’s inforsna- 
tion, copy of the Protocol of the fourteenth ‘sitting of the Syrian Commis 
sion. 


" T mould merely observe, in reference to it, that it presents w remarkable 
instance of that innocent inaccuracy which oceasionally characterises the reports 


I have already informed your Excellency, 1 hod 
to be levied on the 
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M. Bécland in reply admitted the force of my remarks, and excused himself 
for the precipitation with which he bad introduced bis'original proposition, 
ating a he had fly expected the opinions he had expressed would have beet 
corrected by the superior information of his colleagues, &c. 

“The other Commissioners followed ia the same strain, and after » cousi- 
derable amount of discussion, which occupied the best part of the sitting, it 
was aged atthe ist Deere should be candle, ahd the whole subject 

‘On eleruce, however, to the procirrerbol, it will be cen that this 
wweidont i compress ito’ & paragraph bot Title calsulated to convey ah 
Iaequate Kea of what had posed, 

‘As it would have been an ungracious act upon my part to have insisted 
upon the lntroloction of a record which would probably have been slighty 
Aengreeabie tomy French colleague, T refined fo ealing attention to the 
omission ¢ ond If | mention the subject at all to your Excellency, it is only to 
firulsh mol with an excuse, should m study of oar Protocols convey fo You an 
lis.» Lam somtimen digpoved to think. they may, hat I take & les active 
ir in the procedings of the Comission than i consistent with my duty 

(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclasure 3 in No. 313, 


Protocol of the Fourteenth Meeting af the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
December V5, 1860. 


LE quinze Décembre, mil hult cent soixante, tows lex Commiasaires ant 
réunie A Heyrout sous la présidence de Fuad Pucha, In séance est ouverte & deux 
heures et dontie, 

Te pracbe-verbal est lu et adopté aprés quelques 

Son Excellones Me le Pi 
tableau dune partle des cond 
frrivéo In Syrie, erolt devoir appeler de nouveau 
sur Fiwpdt en nature A peélever sur les Druses. L’arrdté pris au sujet de cet 
iapdt rencontre des diticultés d'exeeution lap Tha été eonstaté qu'un 
tersnd nombre de contribuables ne poasédaient pas lew objets que, aux termes de 
Frerété, ils devaient étre cootraints de liver dans vn délat de cing jours qui va 
expirer, Lea bicus des Drases les pluv riebex sont di mix sous le séquestre 
Hepuis longtewp, L'iaporition derma done perer presque exclusive 
les fallahs,c'estaire, sue les villageots qui, pour Ia plupart, sont loin de pouvoir 
payer Ia somme de 1.100 piastres, equivalent en argent dimposition en n 
ties objets ot denrées qu'ils ne porsédent pas 

Loni Dulferin ext davis que Murrété pris par Fund Pacha » en effet bewoin 
d'dtro revise. -M, le Commissaire Britannique se livre a divera calculs et 
communique & 14 Commission divers reosolgnements qui Ia déterminent & 
romettre & Samed) prochain examen définitif de la question. 

M. le Commisuire Francais, sorvant d'interpréte i ses eolligues dAutriche, 
do Grande Uretagne, de Prusse, ot de Russi, fait connaiteo &M. le Cou 
du Sultan impression qu'lls out tous rapportées de leur séjour & Damas. 
tout tous unatimement davis que, sans rigueur excesive, la ville de Dumas 
peut étre contrainte & payer, en cing mois, & partir du premier quartier prochain, 
Une somme de 40,000,000 de piastres, ef les villages environnants une somme 
‘de 21,000,000 de pinsttes en cing mois, A partir de la méme époque. En outro ot 
commie complement indispensable de cette mesure de répression et de réparation 
pecullaire, H lear # par que soo Excellence M. le Plenipotentiaire Ottot 
Hlevmit essayer de réagir contre les teadances déplorables de la population 
‘Musulmane, tendances quils oat été a méme de constater, en sévissant contre 
les coupables qui n'ont encore subi ni chétiment oi disertce, et en donoant 

tre part des marques éelatantes et publiques de hn satisfiction du Sultan & 
fcoux entre les Musulmans, malbeureusement trop rares, qui se sont honorable 
ment conduits pendant lex éegnvements, ¥ 

‘Son Excellonce Fund Pacha ndhére au chiffre de 40,000,000 de pisstres 
pour Damis et de 21,000,000 pour Ia banlicue; mais il renouvelle les réserves 
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quill a d@a faites dans Jes. précédentes séances sur Ix possibilité matériclle de 
ever parcille comme dans les délais ci-dessus indiqués, Quant aux témoignages 
de satisfaction que Jes Commissaires réclament en principe et gui consisteraient, 
soit en récompenses honorifiques, soit en exemption dimpot, il se déclare prt 
AYacconler. Il est également disposé  sévir contre les personnes qui seraient 


convnincucs d'avoir participé aux crimes qui ont déja motive ce su part do si 
hautes et de si rigourcuses condamnations. 

Sur la question de Pimpdt M. de Rehfues fait observer qu'il dépend 
de la Sublime Porte de rendre sa perception possible dans un bref délai en 
Payant, sur les fonds provenant de lemprunt qu'elle vient de eontracter, tout 
i, patie de la somme de 20,000,000 & 30,000,000 de. pinstres qu'elle doit 

mas. 

M. do Weckbecker, d'accond. sur e¢ point aveo sea collésues, det Favis 
ue les soldats qui faisuicot partie de la gurnivon de Damas lore des évenements, 
Speraleat en tr tous Goigncsindstgetenent 

M. Béclard appoie énengiquement to vaew exprimé par M. le Commissnire 
Aatriche. Hl rappello en outro que Ia ganison de Ds dian 
moins 800 soldats, sans compter 2,400 hommes environ dant se composaiont Tes 
troupes iméguligres et Ye personnel de Ia police, on peut A bon dealt sétonner 
gue dans le grand nombre de chefs que comport un effet, le Comore 

owen avait era devoir en trapper qu’an scul. Tous lee olficicrs anny 
exeeption, selon, M, Héclard, devralent tre mis en ncousativn, objecté, 
en lour fhveur, Fabscnce d'ordres et Vinsuffisance des trouper, Male ily a des 
irconstances critiques of un officler doit suppléer par sap itintive aux 
‘ordres quill n'a pas requs et lors rnéme qu'il ye eroiralt en présence Mune force 
upéricuro ve faire tuer & In tite de nos soldata, Cost aur 0 principe que repose 
Thocncur des arméen, et malleureuserent on ne peut citer un seul wflcor de a 
oison de Datnos qiii, dans ees tristes journées, ait su accomplir son devoit 

M, de Rehfuos rappelle A son tour que, peu de temps avant les événements, 
le quarter Chrdion qui ait exes par dos dtachoments dela xunisn o td 
tout-iecoup évacué, et que la veille méme du mussacro, lox oflciere ont envoy’ 
chercher, dans les monisons of ils wynient Jogé, les effets quis y avaient 
IL ajoute quo plusiours d'entrs eux ne craignent pax do 96 vanter hnutet 
ayjourd'bui, d'avoir prété le wmoin au soulbvement. 

Fuad Pacha déclaro n'avoir pax eu connaivance des fits qui viennent 
etro ripportés, Il n'a pas era devoir punie des officiers quo leur Commuandaate 
en-chef, avant sa condannnation, @ lui meme déagés de toute responbilité, 
MM. les Commissaires trouverant cette ddposition dans tes dossiers qui leur 
eront prochainement remix, 

‘Avast la fia de Ja adence, M. le Comestastire Rowe, d'acoord avec ce 
collegues, propose que, en ce qui concerne les établissements religicux indigtncs, 
ton Keceleace Fuod Pocha veulle blen provoquer, de ta. part des ehefs tnd 
dos communautés, dee renseignements exiets sur lex pertes subles par ces 
Gublissements. Cex données servient commnutiquées A la Commission, 
compares. aveo Te résultat des informations recteillie par tes Commissaines, of 
ffnalement conracries par ta Comtinion de In meme manidre quo te-chitlre des 
Indemuités privéon, Theat. decide, ex consequence Je cette propesitin, que le 
chiffre de Vindemaité & accorver aux établissements religieux indigenes de Dare 
cru fixé apris une enqudte particuliére, et restern provisoirement en dehors de 
Vindemnité général attribude en principe aux Clrétiens, et dang lo ohiffce total 
de laquelle Tindemnité particuligre aux établimetents religieux sera ultéricure- 


‘ont comprise, 
a wance eat ere clog heures. 
(Suivent les signatures.) 


Inclosute 4 in No. 313, 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Bulmer. 


2 Beyrout, December 30, 1860. 


1 HAVE the honour of transmitting to your Excelicney trauslated copies of 
the judgments and fentences which have been submited for approral to bis 
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Excellency Fuad Pasha by the Extraordinary Tribunal of Beyrout appointed t6 
try the Tiirkish officials and Druse Chiefs whose misconduct is supposed to 
have caused or azzsavated the late unhappy disturbances in the Mountain. 

Tn accordance with an understanding which had been previously come to 
between his Excellency Fuad Pasha and the European Commissing, the above= 
mentioned judgments are of no force or authority until they shall’ have been 
‘exnmined, approved of, or revised, by his Excellency and the Commission. 

Tn examining the sentences recommended by the Court. itis to be observed 
that all the Druse prisoners are condemned to death, and all the ‘Turkish 
officials to imprisonment. A result so contrary to poblic expectation and the 
prind facie requirements of justice cannot be acquiesced in without a strict 
Inqui int the 2h have Jed toit. 

he C nly intimated to his Excetleney Fund Past 
in ly must have been responsible for what occurred iat 
and that, ux the chiof weight of such responsibility must roxt, 
wuntit the contrary evn be proved, upon the Turkish wagistrutes and officers 
charged with tho maintenance of order, it is necessary we shuld be made 
‘acquainted with the considerations which have wuthorized so strange an 
npportionment of punishevent 

‘To these representations the Turkish Commissioner has responded by 
placing at our disposal the minutes of evidence taken ot the trial of Khoorshid 

ha, ‘Tahir Pasha, and the rest 

As soon as we shall have examined these documents, the Con 
bo in a position to pronounce authoritatively on the circumstances wh 
supponed to mgt the degree of eat Turknh prisoners culpbity, 

"Tho kame conaiderations which forbid us to ncquiewco in the judgments 
passed on the Turkish officials renee It necessary to examine with great care the 
grounds upon whieh are based the sentences passed on the Druse Chie. Happily, 
the fict of oar Delegates having been present at the trial of these last, rendars 
this part of the investigation w little less wosatisfactory than it 
have been. A fortnight must probably elapse before we can conclude the 
‘most painfol and anxious investigation upon which we are about to enter, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Toclosure & in No. 1:8, 


Judymente passed by the Batraorain out on the Chief People 
lpn Peres te te late Ditarbonces inthe Mouatoi 


(No, 1} Sentence on Khurshid Pasha, 


(Transtation,) 

IN submitting to your Excellency the incloved Minutes of the fy 
minute evidence adduced at the trial of Khoorshid Pasha, late Governor-General 
of Sidon, before the Heyrout Extraordinary Commission, in connection with the 
Inte events of Mount Lebanon, we bez to state as fllowh:— 

“The accusations against Khoorshid Pasha are: that on the occorrence of 
tho individual assassinations between the Maronites and the Drases, 400 or 500 
of the Christians of the Kesrovan assembled in w body at the beginning of 
the month Zil-knadeb, and marched to n place called Ant Elias, with the 
intention of attacking the Druses; that Khoorshid Pasha, on being apprized of 

stend of taking measures to dieperse the nssembl thereby check the 
disorders at their first appearance, ooly dispatched itary Commander, 
‘Tahir Pash, with n detachment of troops, ton place called Hazmieh, and followed 
them himweif on the succeeding day's that, op the evening of that day, the village 
of Beit-Miri and the surrounding Hamlets were burned hy the Druscs; that on 
the thitd day, Hodeth and Wiahda, and the adjacent villages, were plundered 
fand burned, and the Christians remaining in them killed ; that these events 
Khoorshid Pasha witnessed and know of as they occurred, but did not move 
against the Druses, and dispersing their forces. and seizing’ their leaders, detai 
find panish therm, but left them at liberty to act as they pleased ; that'in like 


Yhunacr, at no other place where disturbances occurred all over the Mountain, 
were the troops to be found on the spot employed against the Druses, agreeably 
With the mazbotta of the Grand Medjlis of Beyrout, authorizing that course; 
that, moreover, evidences of coming commotions were strikingly apurent-on 
every side : and wheres it was the frst of duties to take 

the protection of the different places, and espeal 

Pasha neglected that duty. 

I his defence, Khoorshid Pash pleads that he had sent an agent 
the Christians of the Kestouan, and dispatched troops to the npot, Hlazm 
Aivdes the territory of the respective belligerent, by which meas le prevented 
the Christians from outstepping the boundary. nid protected their side against 
invasion; that owing to the paocity of the troops at bis disposal on the one 
hand, and the large numorical strength of the Druses on the other, he could not, 
without exposing Beyrout and ell the other plucés to rings and disorders which 
might have resulted in a universol catastrophe, Hoth march against the Drusos, 
whore bands were carrying fir and sword t0 all points of the Mountain, and 
Jook to the safety of Beyrout and the other places at the sane tin 

‘This justifcation of Khoorshid Pasha has not been deewed pufilent to 
lear him ‘from his shortcomings in not suppressing the disorders, whthr at 

i Gret_ appearance or after thelr outbreak ; but it has Hot appeared that he 
nything to cause them, and be ix found to have endeavoured, though 
imperfectly, to do hie duty, 

Under these circumalancea, we are of opinion that sentence of death cxnnot 
be legally passed upon Khoorsid Pasha, and that his paniaiment stould be one 
degree less than capital 

‘Wo therefore, subject to your Excellency's superior judgment and pleasure, 
condemn him to perpetual linprisoniment in a fortress, which is equivalent to 
the punishment of the galleyx for life inficted by the Penal Code, 


(Follow the signatures of the Prosident and roombors of the 
‘Comminion,) 


(No. 2.)—Sentence on Tahir Porka, 


Jo, suiting to your Excellency dhe ielowd Minutes of the tral of Tahir 


Pasha, lato Military Commandant at eyrout, we beg to atate as follows =— 
accumtions against Tahir Pasha are, that at the commencement of the 
clvit warhe hud been farnished with a mazbatta of the Grand Medjlis at Hoyrout, 
authorising him to attack whichever of the belligerent parties, whether Druse of 
Maronite, disobeyed the orders of the Govervement, and was despatched 
with a detachment of troops {o Hi ‘That, immediately after his aecival 
thore, the Christians of Kesroumn, with flags lying and other symbols of war, 
Passed by the outakirts of his camp to the villages of FMabda and Hadeth ; that 
‘on perceiving this, it was his bounden duty to disperso and turn tuck th 
assemblage, and. in ease of resistance, to proceed in virtue of the mazbatta which 
hhe held, fo oppose them by foree of armss that in like mone it was his duty 
to have neted similarty agnast the Drusos on ier attacking’ those villages ce 
that he failed to dixcharge that duty ; that when he wasdespatehed by Khoorshid 
Pasha, late Vali, to Deir-el-Kaccar for that protestion and safety of the town, he 
effected n sort of reconcifiation between the Christians and Druses, and then, 
Tepresenting to the Vali that perfect security had been established at Dolt-el- 
‘Kamar, requested leave to return, and he departed ; that, after his return, the 
Foreign Consular authorities having represented officially’ that tbe plage was 
about to be again attacked he gave them full assurances to the contrary ; that 
two days afterwards the town was assaulted, and atrocities, such as the burning 
of houses, plunder of property, and slaying of persons were cornwitted ; that 
thus ‘Tabie Pasha neither di the Christian assemblage above reforred £0, 
‘or took adequate measures for the permanent security of Deirel-Kamar, but 
trusted to the false assurances of the Druses and returned to the eanip. 
In his defence Tahir Pasha pleads that it is true that as soon as the Govern 
‘ment perceived that disorders were about to arise he was furnished with a for 
the mazhatta in question—of about 600 Regulars, namely, 300 Riflemwen and 300 
Infantey, and despatched to Hasmieh ; that on the day of bis arrival there about 
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‘200 Maronites being seen to pass by the camp, he at once sent troops to stop 
200 Maronite eiMbcing eked. where they were going to, some. people of the 
Emir Heshir Abed, the Christan Kaimakam, who nccompanied then pretended 
hat these people belonged to those parts, and were going to their houses ; an 
Imre, athe wee Crs he Chen lags of Hath an 
Horr ore cong at Tand, he, Tahir Pasha, di not disperse them oc 
fate to turn bnek ; tl ith regard to his expedition to Deirel-Kamar, he had, 
oer arival there suinmoned separately the Christan notables and, the Drs 
Mokitjis, namely, Said Rek Jumblat. and the represcatatives of Kasim Aby 
Neked, Ali Hi di, and of Beshir Aba Neked, apd called upon and 
Iiad to ly nsae hee ferences and animosities; that thereupon they 
I embraced ach other in token thereo, and all enculy 
roy rere’ the Drses erage it do ayn 
re Teiral Runar: Sid both promised not to ijare each. other, He. to 
cna tian, and, stthough be aio demanded 
STUNT fom Seid Hak sod the other representatives: thee said they would not 
sve poe in coosequence of the other Mokdtajs pot being p 
sh to tbe abore eee; that hi, Tubie Pasay thereupon beeved i the eognge> 
cauh (has iven om boc aden, a, coosidering that perfect security had bee 
situblished nt DeloseleKaxssr, he obtained Khoorabid Pasha’s permission to returt 
tie, and quited Delrel-Kamar, and reagth of i 
Miaate efotakd ha gave eorurancen to the. fo that vothiog 
Hanes to the town that he had received onde fro 
‘at Damascus to got in concert with Khoorshid 
tel to th Mowota unt be nat et again the, Deus 
ation te illnges of Babulg and Hadeth inthe viinity of the camp, a8 ma 
on soopuat of tbe al une af trop at ha dso om the absence of 
eee from Kheorshid Pasha to do 
Her ot TUTakir Pasha charged with having allowed the wssemblage of the 
Cite of Keruan, bch vas theft nermetionry movement 
fecent disturbances, to pass by his eamp without inquiring into ite nature 
rian, eth hot having’protectedHdath and Blaba, ad other places bordering 
sai ctuprth not broving fromm the eamp during the wubsequent daorders 
vith trunting to the promises of a fow Druse Chiefs, and quitting Deirel-Kamar 
qoretcen te ibe eum yes bas beng i pont der the oder 
et aaperor, We cen present in person athe massacre of Deir 
Fe ving een cxprens orders vo the Miltary Comoandant there 
the places an estenuallng croumetancen. : 
Me tae act of opinion, nabject to your Exeelloncys superior judgmnen 
vfike Gurlatment of death cannot be legally awarded to abit 
wt auch a penalty should be waived, and the one next after tty 
Tina fortress, bo inicted 


{Follow the signatures of the Prosident, and the other members of the 
Ratmordinary Conumission.) 


(No, 3.)—Sentence on Suliman Nuri Bek (Colonel) 


“The Minutes of the fall und minute evidence adduced at the trial of Colonel 
Nii Hk, at the Beyrout Extmordinary Commission, for his conduct in connection 
with the late events of the Mountain, have been eubmitted to your Bxoellency. 

‘The acousations against Nari Bek are that, on the Government being 
spprized that Zale m town of several thousand bouwes wat shout 10 bythe 
‘other towns, attacked and pillaged by the Druses, Nart Bek was furnished 
ait ceuldi,a foree of 300'Newotars and w fekepicce, nnd dispatched to Zahlelt 
‘with orders that, in the event of the Druses making any attiek on the town, he 
Jar fiat to adiponish and adsine thee to desivt, ated in case of their not listening. 
To histo repel thei by Yorce of arms and protect the place. Wot eighteen of 
{wenty houre after the arrival of Niiri Bek, ot place distant two hours 
thal from Zahleh, called Mekkeh, the town of Zaleh was attacked and pillaged, 
tod w cosiderable number ofits inbubitats killed by the Deases aesamled 

he Hichn at Kubb Eline wod other places fromthe Haurin and Mount Lebanon: 
she tek R'nas the bounden duty tthe ahd Not Bek to marl agus the 
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‘Druses, whether before or during the attack, and to carry out the instructions of 
the buyuruldi of which he was the bearer, he neglected that duty. 
In his defence he pleaded that, on the day of his arrival at Mekseb about 
| tro hours before sunset, he summoned from fifty to sixty of the Drase Chiofs 
‘tnd tinor Sheikhs, read to them the buyuruldi be held, and gave thi 
hecessary advice. “They all replied, “We have heard, and we obey 
ftagnerd, unless the Christians of Zahlch attacked them, they, on their part, 
ould not attack the people of Zahleh ; and withdrew. ‘That on the morning 
of the following day he commissioned the regimental Secretary, Ali Efendi, to 
Bevel on his part to Zable, in order to inform the inhabitants that ly Navi 
. had arrived with troops to protect them and the town. But the Zablel 
‘atposts, stationed about Maalaka, refased to allow the said Sceretary to. pass 
them, treated him with contumely, and drove him away; whoreupon he torned 
. Harily had he reached head-quarters before the people of Zahlet and 
the Pruses commences! Gghting. Nuri Hek's intention then was fo march to the 


‘were now intermingled, he did not consider himself able to carry his 
fntention into execution, and, therefore, could not eatry out his onders to their 
extent 
Ithoust Nari Bek having trusted to, the words of the insurgent Druvos 
Taye him under accusation, yet the rejection and contumelious treatinent he 
recived at the hands of the people of Zahlch, when he apprived therm that he 
“eae cluurged to protect them, nnd the fact that Zahleb could not be entered, the 
tle having commenced, are extenuating circumstances, We arv, therefore, 
“oF opinion, subject to your Exeellency's ruporior judgment and pleasure, that the 
(Punishment of denth cannot legally bo awarded to Nori Bek, and that it might bo 
Proper to condemn him to the punishment next after that of death, namely, 
‘Derpetual confinement in a fortress 


(Follow the signatures of the President and other members of the Extraordinary 
‘Commission.) 


(No, 4)—Sentence on Wasfi Bfendi and Ahmed Efendi, 


The Minutes of the interrogatory and trial of Wasth Efendi, Kahia to 
Kboorshi ha, Vali of Saida, and of Abmed Efendi, Comptroller of property 
At Boyrout, and Agent for the Brosex and Christians near the Local Government, 
‘in connection with the recent events of the Mountain, have been submitted tb 

Your Kxeclleuey. 
Persons are accused on all sidew of having concerted and combined 
Nogether, and committed varions reprebensible wets, and of having contributed by 
moral 90 ‘atforded to the Draxcs, in bringing about the recent out- 

in the Mountain. 

{th their defence, they showed that thelr mutual nccord and understanding 
‘ore of a private charncter, and that they did not interfere in any alfnir that waa 
Rot within their official attributions, or meddle in the least in matters properly 
Thensing to the Government, and denied the truth of all that. was reported of 


Although no personal and specific charge is brought against tho persons, 
Yet all the people ofthe country and the foreign authority declare tat thr 
‘wutoal Senet sa agreeoyent was not of an ordinary description, but bad 
to the affairs of the country ; that they intermeddled in the action and 
ensures of the ndasinistrution, and occupied themselves reprebeusily in waters 
samara within Santon ogee ioe 

ugh no personal delinquency has been proved against the indivic 
Seely aie Ey the Ine, yet the general socumtons ned indications 
Against them, we are of opinion, subject to your Excellency’s superior judgment 
‘Aerl pleasure, that it might be proper to inflict upon thom & penalty next to that 
OF death, and perpetual imprisoument in a fortress, namely, the pene of 
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temporary confinement in fortress, with perpetual deprivation of their rank 
‘and offices, 


(Follow the signatures of the President and other members of the Commission.) 


(No. 5}—Sentence on Said Bek Jumbiéd. 


‘The Minutes of the trial of Said Bek Jumblad, before the Beyrout Extri- 
ondinary Commission, in conncetion with the recent events of the Mountain, hare 
been subsedtted to your Exeellen: 

Teas beon proved that Sad Bek Jumblid, who is the Mokitaji of the 
district of Shot Jozzin, and the other Mokatas, and who, ax the supreme head 
Of all the Druse Chiefs and Mokitajis, and the most influential and respected 


Amongxt then, wrote at the commencement of the movement w re-nssurii 


jetter fo the Christin of the Mokath: of Jezzin, engaging that they would mot 
be in any way injured; yet that thin place was eubsequently attacked by the 
Drones pillaged aml’ Gurmed, and’ a eousideroblo number of ite inhabitant 
ile, 

‘Phat after having given to Tahir Pasha hit word and assorances that 9e 
lnjury whatever would be dono to Deir-l-Kamar on the part of the Drases, tha 
taws wus nevertheless attacked, and all sorts of atrocitiex comenitted in. ity 
‘hat LematbelsAtrash, with other Chiefs of Maurin Draven. first addressed Said 
Bek a fotter in the form of a mazbatta, informing him of their having: come t© 
Attnck Zahick, aid requesting his sanction, and to be made acquainted, with is 
Dpluuuro on the subject, after which they marched opon Zale, which # 
Trandered and baraet, Killing many of its people, ‘That after this, Ismail: 
Kevaabs acith a tuber of Deities, cnme straight to. the residence of Said Bele 
at Mokhtiral, who, alter receiving them with slistinction, invested Temail-ls 
‘imu anil his companions with robes of honour, and made ther presents 
‘That, under cover of beloging axay his ister from Hasbeya, he deputed AW 
Hamil, with u lange number of Druscs aud attendants of his, to thet plac 
‘That, op tho arrival of Ali Hamidi aad his followers there, they brought to pass 
the well-known ocourrences of Hasboya, Moreover, it has appeared from the 
Written and verbal depositions of numbers of military oficers and Chevstlans 
that Said Dok textifed hie satiafaction with Suliman Zein-ed-Din, who bad 
brought tho bead of the Emir Sa'ad.e-Din, Shohab of Hasheys, and ns n reward 
appointed him * Su baahi’ (land agent) in his serviee, ‘That Ie did not pay aa 
srpvation to the meawages sent to him by Colonel Atd.ev-Salam Bok, by one 
is olfcdrs to-the effect that the Druses, were about to attack Deiel-Kamahy 
‘and calling upon bim to-eoare and quell the commotion, That, in » word, be 
taok an principal share in all the event of the Mountain, whether great or sal 
‘ail was the moral organizer and author of the insurrectiouary combinativo. 

‘Such being the state of the case, aod consderiag that Said Bek Jumblid 
planned and ongonined the ineargeut bands, who rosc and revolted against the 
Tubjects of His Imperial Majesty, whilt holding the office of a. Mokataji and & 
fanictionary af the Government : we sro of opinion, subject to your Excellency’ 
superior judgment and pleasure, that pursuant to Articles 35, 56, and $7 of tbe 
Penal Cade, he be yranished with death 


(Follow the signatures of the President and other members of the Comuission) 


(No.'6,)—Sentence on Sheikh Honein Twlhi, 


‘The Minutes of the trial of the Mokitaji Hosein Talhik, in conneetion 
with the late events of the Mountain, have bean laid before your Excelloncy: 

“Phe said Hosein Talhik is amongst those Mokatajis who are secoad 
point of indluence anit considerstion, and he is the oldest of thew, | It has 
Sppsarel feo his own admission, and from the depositions of Khoorshid Posbss 
nd of Chestians ‘and Druses whove nates are recorded, that he was, with anos 
jn his hands, amongst the insurgents who were at the attack of Hadeth and 
Bo'abda ; whilst it was his daty, as a Mokiitaji. rect the Christians of hit 
istrict, and to prevent the Druses from committing disorders they did out of| ite 
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He, on the contrary, headed the insungent hands who rose and revolted agsinst 
the subjects of His Imperial Majesty 
We are, therefore, of opinion, subject to your Excellency’s superior 
iene sod pine, that, [pursuant to Articles 35, 36, and 57, he should 
punished with death. 
(Follow the signatures of the Prosident and other mseibers of the Bxtraordinary 
Commission.) 


(No. 7,)—Sentence on Asaud Taihith 


‘The Minutes of the interrogetory and trinl of the Mobitaji Asand Talhah, 
jm connection with the recent events of the Mountain, lias been subsnitied to 
your Excellency. 

‘The said Asand Tathtk belongs to tho second class of Mokitajis in point 
‘of influence and consideration. 

jc own admission, wod the statements of the Druse 
Chiefs and individuals examined, tha his attondonts, were with the 
nmargeot bands at the attack on the villages of Hadeth aod Baabéa, 
ch being the ease, and considering that he, the said Anaad Tallik, beaded 
the inwurgents that rose and revolted against the subjects of Mis Imperial 
Majesty, we aro of opinion, subject to your Kxoelleney’s superior judgment and 
lemurs, that, purwant £0 Articles 33, 56, ant 37 of the Penal Code, he 
should be punished with death 


(Follow the signatures of the President und other menibers of the Comnission.) 


(No, 8) —Sentence on Kilaim Bek Neked, 


We have submitted to your Excellency the proceedings and the o 
adduced on the tal of Kisim Bek Aba Neked, one of the Mokitaji 
‘connection with the late events in the Lebanon. 

Tt has appeared, frow his own admission, and fro the deporitians of the Druse 
Sheikheamd fndividunts examined, that the said Kasim Bok Abu Neked, whe 
ielongs tothe sceotd class of MokAtajs in influence and social position, hae 
Teer Smuvngst the insurgents at the events which occurred at Deir-ol Kamar. 
Kecondionty the said Kisitn Tick Aba Noked having been found to hive been 
aera ne iosungent bands who rose nod revolted aguinat the subjects of the 
Tene we are of opinion, subject to your Exeellency's superior judgment and 

Taste: that, pursuant to.Articlos 66. ond 56 of the Penal Code, he should 
‘uolabed with death. 


(Follow the siguatores of the President and other members of the Commission ) 


(Xo. 9) —Sentence on Asal Add 


We fnce submitted to your Bxcdlony. the proccadings and the erence 
y 


adduced at the trial of Amid Araid, one of the Mokitajs of Arkib 
Te has row his own adraission that the said Asaad Amid, ov the 
eccarien of the events of Zable, oarcied against that town with his people and 
etn Ot od it has also. appeared (rom the deportions of the Druse sheikh 

ear vadiciduals exsmined, that he was wong the ixmursent bands 
ast teing the cas, Asoad Awnidhns been found to Ihave been, notwith 
standing bin quality of MokAtaji, leader of the iovangent bends who rose and 
Hraolted against tho eubjects of the Porte: and we arc. of opinion, vatjeet 19 
aeecalency’s eaperior judzwent and pleasure, that, porsaant to Articles 96, 

$6. and 57 of the Peoal Code, he should be punished ith death. 


(ollow the siguatares of the President and other Members of the Commission.) 


ja eS 
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(No. 10, —Sentence on Mir Mohommad Kasim Roslin. 


We have submitted to your Excellency the proceedings and the evidence 
Adduced atthe tial of Mir Mohammad Kasin Rass, one of the relations of 
the Druse Kaimakan, 

Tt has appeared from his own admission that the mid Mtr Mohamoad eas 
pprovent at the attack on the villages of Baabda and Hadeth, and from the 
epositions of savoral Christians, whose names are recorded, that he was one of 
the leaders of the insurgent bands 

conlingly, the said Mir Mobnmnad, having been a leader of the 
insurgents who rose and revolted aguinet the subjects of the Porte, we ure of 
apinion, subjest to your Excellency's superior judzment and pleasure, that 
Durnin to Articles 58, 6, and 87 of the Penal Coe, be should be pushed 
‘with death, 


(Follow tho signatures of the President and other mictnbers of the Commission) 


(No. 11.) —Sentrnce on Sellon Jumblde, 


Wo have submitted. to. your Rvcellenes the 
dat the trial of Sctim Jumblid, a Druse 


Tt oppours from a general mazbatta, forwarded by the Mudir of that 
listrigt Jo, reply to the inquiries addressed to him, that the Said Selim Jumblad 
‘wus a loader nnd organizer of the Druse insurgent bands daring the disturbances 
of Jezzin, and that he committed various unlawfal and base nections, such ae 
plunderinis aod. violation 

‘Although the sald Selim Jumblidl deoies having cominitted these crimes, 
{ot hi guitt haa been established both by the contents of the aforesaid mazbattay 
aud by the statements and declarations of the Christian inbabitants of Jezzin 
cexnmined. 

Accordingly, the said Selicn Jumblid, having been found a leader of the 
Ingungoote who rose aod revolted against the subjects of the Porte, we wre of 
‘opinion, subject to your Kxcellenoy’s superior judgment and pleasum, that, 
pursuant to Articles 54, 56, and 37 of the Penal Code, the punishment of 
eath should be inflieted on hit, 


(Follow the signatures of the President and other members of the Commission.) 


(No, -Sentence on Jemal-ed-Din Hamdén. 


We have submitted to. your Excellency the proceedings and the evidence 
adduced at the trial of the Druse Chief Jemal-ed-Din Hamdan in contcetion 
with the lato ovents in the Mounta 

Te appears from # maabatta drawn up by the Christian inhabitants of Jezzin, 
sand forwatded by the Mudir of that district, in reply to information which be 
‘was required to furnish, that the said Jemal-ed-Din Hlimdin was a leader of tt 
Druse bands during the disturbances at.Jezzio, and also the murderer of ce 
person called Kamar. Although the sid Jemal-ed-Din Hamdan denies having 
committed the murder, hix guilt has been established, both by the contents of the 
above-mentioned maabatta, and. by the information given by the Christian 
inhabitants. 

Accordingly a6 the said Jemal-cd-Din Hamlin wus a leader of the 
Insurgents, who roso and revolted) against the subjects of the Porte, wo are of 
opinion, subject to. your Excelloney’s wuperiar judgment and pleasure, that, 
Putrswant to Articles 55, 36, and G7 of the Penal Code, the punishment of death 
‘should be inflieted on him 


(Follow the sigoatures of the President and other members of the Extraordinary 
Commission.) 
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(No. 13) —Sentence on Mahi-ed-Din Shibli. 


We have submitted to your Excellency the proceedings 
‘adduced at the trial of the Druse Mab in Shibli, and int Ke 
Katra, and agent to Beshir Bek Abu Neked, who was arrested in connection 
with a late events of | bic Pope " re 

in a petition presented by the Khdri Augustin, the actual if 
Convent ann Amik, near Deir-el-Kamar, the said Mali-ed-Din Shibli wax 
charged with being the person who strangled the priest Athanasius Nui 
President of the above-mentioned Convent, who was found strangled in h 
@uring the night of the 7th of March, (276, aad robbed of his money and various 
‘ttticles. ‘The prosecator was in consequence summoned before the Extraordinary 
‘Commission, and minute inquiry made from him as to the matter in question, who 
Stated, that independently of suspicions resting on the said Mabi-ed-Din Shibli 
of baving murdered the said President, from the fact of Shibli having been 

h the deceased, who was reported to be wealthy, ax well as trot 
having Wisited him frequently, he had declared boastfully in the 
‘course of the disorders in the Mountain to Holos Siss—a heterodox Greek, and 
‘amerchant of and to Yasef Abu Shaib, that he 
as the murderer. hiv examination Mahied-Dio Shibli admitted his 
intance with the deceased, and acknowledged that ho repeatedly visited the 
it, but he formally denied the truth of the accusation of murder brought 

ion. 

Th Bolos Shsa, Habib Selom, and Jtsef Shalb were sutamoned 
before the Commission and separately exainined. Bolas Stsa stared that on 
Wednesday night, two days before the attack on Deircl-Kamar, 1 anid 
Mahi-ed-Din came to the house of Khojah Beshara, inhabitant of Deir el- 
Kamar, and that in the course of a conversation relative to the aflaire of the 
Mountain, during whi insinuated that DeirelKamar would do well to 
surrender without m 1y resistance to Beshir Bek Abu Neked, he said to 
Khojah Beshars, “It was I who killed the Prosident of Deir Amik,” Habib 
Boldin deposed, that on Wednesday night, when Deinel-Karnur waa attacked by 
tho Drunes, the said Mahi-cd-Din, standing in front of the Governor of the town, 
eried out in a loud vole, saying, “ For the sake of a priest the Christians want 
to upset the world ; it ia 1 who killed the Provident of Deir Amik—what evn they 
dot Yasef Abu Shalb likewise stated that on Wednosday night, two days 
before the attack on Doir-cl-Kamar, the sid Mabived-Din came to the house of 
Elias Sisa and said voluntarily, * You will not deliver up your arms to” Beshir 
Bek Abo Neked, and you offer resistance: 1 alone have Killed the President of 
Deir Amik;” and procecded on his way to the house of the said Beshars Sis, 
Thoso three witnesses at the same time declared that when Mahied-Din went 
to the house of Sisa and made these confessions, many othor persons wore 
Present, all of whom, however, were killed during the masacre nt Deir-el-Kamar, 
to that they alone are the ooly remaining witnesses. ‘They, snoreover, confirmed. 
the veracity of their depositions by sweoring on thelr fhith through their 
respective priests a ‘ 

‘Although, therefore, the said Mabi-ed-Din denies having comvitted the 
murder, yet, as borides the commission of this crime, there are several Christians 
whose names are on record, who declare that during the attack at Dei 
he, Shibli, wns amongst the insurgent bands, and plundered with them, we are 
‘of opinion, subject to your Excelleney's superior judgment and pleasure, that 
he should be punished with death, 


(Follow the signatures of tho President and other members of the Commission.) 


(No, 14)—Sentence on Ali Sati. 

‘The Minutes of the trial of Ati Said, a Druse of the village of Sullma, 
‘who nd been arrested ia connection with the recent events of the Mountain, 
have been sobmitted to your Excellency. i 

Ali Said wa charged with the mander of Khotthr Disb, » Christian of 
‘Andira, at the commencement of the disturbances in the Mountain, whose head 
he eat Off, und brought to the Druse Chief Khottir Bok. On being interroguted 
‘on the subject, Ali Said denied all knowledge of the rnbtter. ae 





The wife of the deceased, who preferred the accusation, then indicated the 


Prrases, Mohammed Aba Asif, and Mobammed Harb, and Sheikh Kasim, and 
other persons who were eye-witnesses of the crime. 

hereupon, the Mudir of Deir-cl-Kamar, of the Commission, reported that 
in answer to the inguiry which be fustituted into the matter, the above-named 
‘Mohammed Abu Asif and Mohuneed Harb deposed that they saw the head 
‘of Khottir Dil in the hands of the accused, and heard from otber eye-witnesse® 
fat he was his murderer, and that Ali Sod was a well-koown tad character. 

‘As from the purport of the report, it is understood that Ali Said. did 
commit the crime in question, we are of opinion, subject to your 
Exeallney’s spetior judgment and pleasure, that be should be punished wit 
death. 


(Follow the signatures of the President and other members of the Commission) 


(No, 15.)—-Sentence om Bashir Me 


‘Ax will appear frou the inelosed Minutes 6f th 
the Druse Chief, Beshir Meri Neked, that the wou 
Mennch deposed that the said Beshir Mori Neked killed the Christian Ibrabla 
Sh in, on the occasion of the attack on Deir-cl-Kamar, and the Christian® 
Khalid Shawish and Asaad Nokash gave information that he committed variout 
‘eooemities, such os plundering and despa 

As, mach being the ease, the crime of the mid Dahir Neri Neked wae 
apparent, wo are of opoion, subject to your Excellency'ssoperioe judgment aod 
pleasure, that be sbould be punished with death, 


(Foliove the signatures of the President and other members of the Commission.) 


(No. 16)—List of Names and Description of the Lewders of the Tasergent Wands 
the late Outbreak in the Mountain, who have not been captured, end have 
fled towards the Naurdn, 


|. Khottir Bek Amid, commanded at the attack on Zahlob, 

2 Beshir Bok Amid, commanded at the battle of Deir-el-Kamar. 
an, Sock Kenj Amd, comamnded at the attack on Zableh aod Deed 

mae. 

4, Milhim Bek Amid, the sane, 
ead Shi Mahmdd “Tahok, coomanded at tho attack on Hadeth asd 

7. Weahir Wek Neked, one of the greatest miscreants, commanded at the 
attack on Deir-el-Kamar 

8, Sheikh Mahtnad, commanded at the attack on Zatch 

9, Sheikh Hatnid Manat, one of the greatest miscteants, was present at 
the diferent conflicts, 

10, Shicikh Mons, the same 

11. Ali Bek Hamidi, a grevt insurrectionary leader, was present at the 
attacks oa Deit-cl-Kamar and Hasbeya. 
pall ae Hamidi, an insurrectionory leader, prescot at the attack 02 

(3. Kasim Yoret Hamidi, « great invurrectionary leader, commanded at 
the occurresies tis the neighbourhood of Sidon. 

14, Koweldir Hamidi, the mame, was present at the attack on Deinel 
Kamar, 

15. Milhim Hamidi, the same. 
Kam: Mustafa Dweiky an insurretionary leader, was rpreseat at Deirel- 

i. 

17. Kisim Abd-es-Samad, the same, 

18. Rafi Abd-es-Samnad, the came. 

19. Yosef Hasan Abd-es-Samad, the same, 

20. Kisim Abu Shakra, the sams. 

‘21. Khotie Abu Sbakra, the same. 

22, Jadban Abo Shakra, the same. 
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23. Sulimin Bek Hamidi, an insurrectionary leader, was present at Deit~ 
Kamar. 

24. Ismail-el-Atrash, an insurrectionary leader, was a leader of tho Maurin 
Drases at the attack on Zableh. 

5. Hazimeh Hawai, the same. 
Hamad Abo Fakr, the same. 

‘Amer, the same. 

Hamad Azzin, the same, 
Sulimiin Kalkas, the same. 
Deibris Amer, the same. 
Fendi Azzin, the same. 
Yasef Saru, the sane. 
Waked-el-Hamdin, the same. 

Jo all, thirty-three persons, 

Frotn the depositions of the Christians in’ general, and of the Druse Chiets 
and individuals examined, it hae appeared that the above-named and deseribed 
thirty-three persons were leaders in the attacks on Hsbeyn, Rashoya, and Doir~ 
el-Kamar, and the other places in the Mountain, and that they committed every 
species of atrocity and erime, In consequence, however, of tho having let 

ir homes, and fled to the Haurin, they have not been, as yet, captured and 
tried : but we are of opinion, subject ‘to your Excelloncy's superior judgment 
‘and pleasure, that on being taken, they should, porsuant to Articles 55, 66, and 
57, of the Penal Code, be punished with death. 


(Follow the signatures of the President and the other membere of the 
Commision.) 








Joclosure @ in No. 313. 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 313 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 
‘Sin, Beyroul, December 30, 1850, 
LHAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, 


Kapy of the Protocol of the fitcenth siting of the Sydan Common tell ot 
‘the 24nd instant. 
T have, &. 


(Sisal) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





Incloture § in No. 313, 


Protocol of the Hifteenth Meeting of the Syrian Commiszion, held at Beyrout, 
December 22, 1860. 





LE vingt-deux Décembe, mil huit cent soisnrite, tous tes Commissalres 
‘Geant réunis A Beyrout sous In présidenco: de Fund Pacha, ln dance est: ouverte 
A dowx hives et demie. 

Le procée-verbal ext a et adopté avec quelques roditieations, 

ordre du jour appelle Pexamen do ta question de Timpdt en nature & lever 
Har Jes Druses, 

‘Selon M. le Commiseairo Britannique, cet inpot, tel qu'il a dén 606 regs, 
Be pout dtre lové xanx injustice et sane danger pour Vexistenice méme do Ia 
ation dea Druses. Aux termes de Varrété prs par son Excellence Fuad Pacha, 
aque Druse contribuable serait contraint de fournir uno certaino qu 
objet ‘en argent montant & une some do 1,100 do pi 

pris dex remacignements nombreax et dighes de cont 
‘que la majorité des Drusex no porte pas ces objets, ni leur équivalent 
Argent, et x0 trouve dans Vitnpossbilite: mntérietle foe procuror, Cet 
Arrété n en ovtre le trés grave ineoovénient do frapper indistinetement tous low 
os, riches ow pauvres, de la méxne contribution. 

‘A Damas, on ac propose 00 moins de tenir compte do la capacits relative 
4 contributes. On lee divise en catégorion et il y n miétne vn projet. prik'en 
Bei tessa tine hele Séricuse considération par ly Commission tans Teyuel ls classe Ta us pouviee ext 
SYLESSCE EEE ee Sxemptce de toute contribution, Lord Dufferin eroit devolr, au nom de 
3: 3228325 Vinimanité, réclamer en faveur dor Druses Vadoption de co syxttme.  Provoqués 
Triiiis:titiie? Hla guerre civile par Tautitude wenaganlo dev Muronites, lee Drugen. sont 

nent moins Coupables que lex Musulmaoy de Damas ; et ecpondant »i on 

‘Dinu d'une contribution de 40,000,000 ve piastres et lex Drusee d'un 
nature dsquivalent par téte A nn impdt do 14100 de plostres, eu Ggund 

fu pombre dea Musulmane de Damas entre lesyuels sem réparti Viespbt, tes 
Druses, toute proportion gardée, paicront plus en city jours que Jes Darnasquins 
£0 cing mols," Land Dufferin no peut sempicher de voir 1a une grande injustice, 
Trappello enfin quun certain nombre de villages Drusos ont dj éré soumis & 
ies Teqvisitions. ef quo d'autres ont 6 complétement yillés. "Ne pas tenir 
Compte de ces circonstanees et dewandcr avouglement tous lea Drvses, dane 
ous les villages, une méme contribution, c¢ serait vooloir consommcr La ruine 
‘un peuple qui a ét6 dgA frappo dane son existence politique. Ki 
‘Conséquence Lord Dufferin ext d’avis que Varrdté pris par son Excellence devrait 
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Jha fait observer que cet arrété, Jorsyu'l en a donné Ieeture, o'a 
souleré dane la Comtnission et thbme de l part de M. te Cominissnire Heitanique 
Aucune objection ; que la perception de ViropOt ne doit pas, comme Ie dit Lord 
Dufferin, dtre effectuée dans le laps de cing jours, mais sevlement commericer 
fans un delat de cing jours d parti du jour Ue Ia promulgation, ¢@ qui est bien 
diferent; que par consequent, ka agenis charges de ecthe yereeption peuvent y 
Wietre tout Te temps necessare, et que dalleurs, ces m@ines aesits ont regu des 
fostroctions qui lear enjoiguent de fenir compte des cireopstances. dans Vexécu- 
Hion de la mesure et d'user de wnéonyements partout of AME faudrai. 

Mle Gomuisesire Prusien est davis que la mesure ext ungente ot 
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indispensable. Tl penche & eroire qu'elle n'est point aussi rigoureuse que weit 
de In présente Lord Dufferin, dont tous les calculs reposent sur une base | 
douteuse, cest-ivdire, sur une estimation probablement beaucoup trop élevée des 
objets demandés aux Druses. 

M. le Comminissaire Francais a volontiers consenti pour sa part i ce que lt 
mesure de Vimpot sur les Drases Mt de nonveau examinge, qaant & ses 
et tarde de quelques jours dans Vexécoton, tunis i wadinet as que 
Agi pris par Fuad Pactia et approuvé par la Commission puisse en principe €e 
rapporté, I verrait méme un erand inconvénient & la prolongation d'un 
‘qui compromet Poutorité et laisse indéeises les populations. Cet impst, si of 
veut le considérer ats point de vue péoal, est bien loin de correspondre ai 
nombre et a I’énormité des crimes commis par la pation Druse, et ne saurait 
‘nucun titre passer pour une poreution, mais on doit le considdrer surtout a 
point de vue de Yutitité, C'est une mesure Curgence deatinge h mettre dans les 
mains da Gouvernement une certaine quantité, la plus grande possible, date 
do premidre ndcessité. 


f 
6 lettre apr 
Druses veraicat hore d'état de payer la conteibution fixde dans Marrbtd. 
général les Druses n'ont que tres peu dobjets mobiliers. Dee quis ont un ptt 
Srangent, tls acbetent de la tere” On. ne trvavern done en généeal chex la 
ruses hi meubles superfivs ni argent comptant, M, de Weckbecker deiands 
Wil ne serait pax convenable dappliquer exclusivement Vimponition aux riche 
ddoat lea bicns sont dgjd sous Te séquostro et war lesquela on pourrait réaliet 
imédiatement perception wo does en mare sit de Teur equiva 
aie. 
res M. lo Commissairo de Rivaio appuie cette proposition. Au fond, dit 
M, Novikow, il vagit dune question pratique, la question de savoir quel ot Ie 
meilleur moyen A employer pour se prociree lex objeta de premidee née 
dont les Chrétions ont hesoin, Si les Fellahs Druses ne sont pas ea état det 
fournir en nombre suffisant, c'est aux Sheikhs des villages qoi powddent dee 
propa et qui ont nécessairoment protité de la phi large part da butin, quit 
it demander ces objets ou Wéquivalent en argent; de_plus lee Mokatadjis 
Deuses cant les peincipaux conteibuables, c'est au Goavernement qual ® 
séquestré leurs propridtés qu’incombe Te devoir de soulager le sart des Chrétieot 
see Joe reuources ql peat ter de os propité 
MM. len Commissaires de France et de Prusse insistent pour que la mesurt 
soit exéoutée dans son ensemble contre La masse des Druses, sout Ane pit 
jpouruivre eeux d'entre eux qui ne possddant rien on que le strict nécesalro Ne 
wrrsient rien donner. Mle Commissairo do Prusse propow Vadoption d's 
louble principe de volidarité entre les individu d'un wéme village et le villaget 
dum mome district, et M, lo Commnissaine de France Ia radiation de plaslew® 
objets, tela que fea aéraences et lex haadnes en euivre dont la pereeption past 
pour étre trop difcile 
Lon Dufferin ndwet la posibilité de Ia mesure avec ces divers tempéet= 
ments, ot on Excellence Fund Pacha exprime & ses collégues Vintention ob 
cot de leve envoynr. dis le kendeoain copie du nouvel afrité qu'il va. prendre 
ccoutormément ’. opinion moyenne autour de laquelle viennent de se ralller tout 
tes nalts de ts Cornmnissica. 
Son Exeellence Fuad Pacha dépose entre tes mains de M_ le Vice-Président 
Te texto des sentences émanées du Tribunal Extraordinaire siggeant A Beyroaty 
ce quill soumet examen de la Comtsinnion. 
Avant que la xéance soit levée, M. le Commissaire Francais interpelle Fund 
relativement A Kimpit extraordinaire dont Ja ville de Damas doit ere 
1 désirerait savoir i la mesure a été décrétée conforménent A 'a) 
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*e propose. Texptdieimmédiatement ds dpéches presantes & Constantinople 
pour obtenir que la Sublime Porte bite sa décision, 

M_ le Commissaire Frangais exprime P'€onnement et le profond regret que 
{ai inspire cette décision, puisqu’elle entraincra nécessairement des. retards dans 
Texécution d'une mesure que tous les membres de lu Commission oat ubanimement 
considérés comme étant d'une extréme urgence. Il ne eroit pas se teomper en 
fppatant que le seatiment unanime des cing Counmibaires et prtagé pr eur 

avemements respects. 
Ls acance est levée & six heures, 


(Suireat les signatures) 


Inclosure 9 in No. 313, 
Lard Dufferin to Bir H. Buhoce. 


Sir, Beyrout, December 30, 1860. 

T HAVE the honour of transmitting to yonr Excellency eopy of a written 
communication I have addressed to my colleasuey and to his Excellency Fund 
Pusha relative to the extreme otution to be observed in administering the 


the obief actors in 
heya, nod Deir-el-Kamar. 

A glance at. this t wilt nutticiently explain to your Excellency the 
tpotives which dictated it; but I would wish more partioalarly to mention that, 
having perceived among some of my brother Commissioners determination to 
iosist upon a severe dogroo of punishment being inflicted on the Drusce than 
either their crimes deverved or the necewity of the ease required, it seemed to me 
desirable to intervene in vuch a way es should make ther duly sensible of the 
rave responsibilities we were jocurring. 

When the subject was lately discussed among ourselves more thun two of 
the Commissioners were inclined to think the number of executions should 
certainly exceed 200, while another, the most modarote of the three, averted tut 
‘at the Jeast they roust come within ™ lex containes.” 

‘Such a view of the caso appeared fo ave far oo sanguinnry,and T ondeavoured 
to the best of my ability to modify their opinion. 

The next day I communicated the accompanying observations to the 
Commission, and Lam happy to say that the four propositions appended ta it 
were generally accepted. 

‘The bearing of the fourth artiolo ie especially important, inasmuch as the 
fact of only fifty-six citizens having suffered at Damascus will keep the number 
‘of executions in the Mountain within reasonable Ticats, 

‘Should it be satisfactorily proved by enwdible eyerwituowes, ax Tam atrwit 
it will, that of thre already in custody more than 200. or 300 tmurdorwd 
in cold blood multitudes of unarmed wen or little children, 1 do not think it 
would be a0 exaggeration of xeverity (( 20 oF 20 of their number are required to 
pay tho forfeit with their lives, IX is true great excuses may perhaps bo made 
fren for ecimes so horrible us thes but fast convinced that if we wish Co put a 
stop to the blood-fueds of the Mountain, and the eruch aystem of vendottas 
‘whlch prevails among all classes of its inhabitants, it will bo neaessary to make 
am example of a proportion of those who havo carried so hateful w custom to 
Teng hitherto unr of even in the anon of Lebwoon wart. 

(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 913, 


Communication addressed by Lovd Dufferin to his Calleaguer in the Syrian 
Commission. 


HER Britannic Majesty's Commissioner has the honour of milking the 
following formal communication to his colleagues relative to the necessity of 
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taking precautions against s careless and unintelligent application of the 
tcimmsary toode of procure which they uve ecorsmended ter hus Exeallency 
Fuad Pasha in regard to those of the Druse nation who were chief actors in the 
inassactes of Hasbeya, Rasbeya, and Deircl-Kamar. 

Te will be ir recollection of the Commissioners that, in compliance with 
fay understanding arrived at between the ‘Turkish High’ Commissioner and 
themselves, an invitation was conveyed to the religious heads of the various 
Christian communities to furnish his Excellency Fuad Pasha with sworn lists of 
those persons the preeminent atrocity of whose crimes render them worthy of 
death. By entrusting the noful task of desanciation to the prelates of the sects, 
it was hoped that a spirit of merciful discrimination would mitigate the vindictive. 
animosity which only too naturally animates their respective flocks, and reduce 
within the aeope of Christian juste the numbers of those designated for capital 
pouisbaent, 

‘But it would appear that this expectation was unfounded, inasmuch as out 
of tho total umber of 8,000 grown-up men who constitute the Druse 
population of the Lebanon, 4,500 heads have been demanded by there holy 
peronages. 

It i true the romonstrances of the Turkish High Commissioner induced 
them subsequently to modily the amouat of their requisition for blood, but even 
© they could only be beought down to the modest gure of 1,800. 

Lord Dufferin cannot refrain from expressing his indignation 
vengeance thus exhibited, and he secs in it a fresh indication of that desire to 
exterminate tho Druse nation which he has already had occasion to allude to as 
Sasha evs, in his opinion, one of the chief causes of the late disturbances in 
the Moontai 

A cironmnstanee, however, which has accidentally come to his knowledge, 
sud which ho now hastens to communicate to hie colleagues, hax added eonalder- 
ably to the sentiments of abhorrence with whieh be regards the conduct of those 
prelates, nad lle hin with mlagivings as to the justice of the denunciations with 
whioly they have farnished his Excellency Pond Pasha, 

It woald appear that, on the night of the 26th instant, a man from 
the Deir, of the namo of Yusef Shatl, necompanied by a poticeman, called 
at the bouse of a Druse Sheikh inhabiting Beyrout named Sirham Id, and 
ncousinig him of the murder of his coosin at Deitel/Kamar, on the day of the 

acre, proceeded to drag him to prison, Luckily « Christian neighbour 
Intorfervd, and, by becoming xecurity for the accused, induced the proseoutor to 
delay his capture. The next morning, however, Yuvef Shatli re-appeured, and 
‘again attempted to make the Druse his prisoner, but, in the wesatime, Sheikh 
Sirhan 1d had appeated to an Engtivh merchant and several of his Christian 
‘ovlghbours with whom he bad been in the habit of daily intercourse throughout 
‘the summer, and proved that, on the day of the alleged crime, and for weeks 


being confronted with the wecased. Nevertheless, the unfortunate Drase Sheikh 
‘wa compelled to remunerate the policeman. 

If an outrage of this sort ean be perpetmted with impunity within the 

‘nets of Besroat, aut woer the eyes of bis Execllency Fuad Pasha, we inay 
Trangine what will take place among the recesses of the Mountain, where 00 
Zaropren oF enlightened Chetan inductee can interpose to. check the ‘und 
corning fury of « population maddesied by the wrongs they have endured, and 
encourage argent by tir splicl fewer to ainain the anciet ery of 
‘blood for blood! : 

Considerations of this pature have been for some time past pressing in a 
painful manner on the attention of the British Commissioner, and in order to 
‘guard himself against the ebarge of lnving participated, however remotely, ia the 
Shedding of innocent blood, he has the honour of submitting ia writing the 
following propositions to the conslierution of his Excellency Fund Pasha and of 
the Commission:— 

Tat, Thao Drase shal be capitaliy ti by coor-martat except on the 
‘charge of having murdered in cold blood an unarmed man, woman, of a child, 
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nd. That the evidence of two eyewitnesses be considered necessary to 
secae x capital cotviton, 3 

Srd. That in determining the proportion of those who are to suffer capital 
duc regard be bad to the numbers Gf the Druse nation who have bern ntrdered 
‘ith impunity by the Christians, since the arsival of the Commis Syria, 

4th. That a less severe measure of capital punishment shall be dealt out to 
the Drase nation than that which has been considered adequate at Damascus, 





No, 314. 


Lora Dufferin 40 Lard J, Russeli—(Received Janvary 11, 1861.) 
(No. 48,) 
My Lord, Beyrout, December 30, 1860. 
IN obedience to your instructions to report on the avinber of Marooite 
Abd Greck Christians fo the Lebanon, as conveyed to me in your Lordabip's 
Mespatch No. 36 of the Ist instant, I have the honour to transmit herewith copy 
of « paper with which I have been furnished by M. Novikow, the Russian Cou 
sioner, giving the nuinber of Greeks resident in tho Lebanon, 
M. Novikow, your Lordship will perceive, doce tot offer 
the number of the Heterodox Greeks, but Lam assured that they 
Meonsiderable portion of the population of the Lebanon, with the axception, 
mwever, of Sidon, where they number a few thousand souks, 
My Rumian colleague also informs me that, although in the list with which 
the has lycen. good enough to furnish me, the total number ‘of Greeks nen 
27,980 souls, yet nt the same time he stator that in bis opinion the true num 
Will be found to be hows by’ 2 3,000. 
Lordship will 6 letstand the dificulty of forming even an 
‘estimate of the various creeds of which the population of the 
composed.” Only one cents, wid that an. lperfect one, tna: been 
Made for many years, but I bave not failed to bring the mutter under the notice 
of my colleagues, in order that the subject may reevive the atteation It 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure in No, $14. 
Btatement of the Number of Greeks revident in the Lebanon. 


IL y a environ 22,460 Groce orthodoxes dans la Calmnenmiyeh Chrétionne 
‘du Liban, ot dans macamiych Druse ; total 27,980 (orthodoxes des 

sexes). 

Les principaux centres de la population orthodoxe dant la Caimacamilyeh 
‘Chietionse sont: Ei Kira, Kurnet, Bolad Jobeil, Zahieh avec sex cPgetelet ot 
Baki reo aes dépendances dans te Metu. 

‘centres de 1x population orthedoxe dans la Ci 
it. avec ses dependances, et Bhamdin, 

La population Chréticnne des districts do TAnti-Libun, Haxbeya, Rasheya, et 
Moy} Aydin, est presque en totalité compasée de Grees orthodoxes. 





No. 315 
Major Fraser to Lard J. Rosell (Reeeieed Jonuary V1, 1861) 
(Wo. 14) 
My Lord, Begrout, December 29, 1860, 
SINCE the date of my last communication to sour Lordship, No, 13 of 
emiber 2nd, I have been in continued sttendance upon Fuad Psshn at this 


Plece for the purpose of accompanying his Excellency into the soxryng in bie 
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projected expedition for thepunisliment of the Druses. Various cireamstances have 
tended to cause repested postponements of this movement. 

Th the first place, soine delay occurred before the exact mode of co-operation 
‘on the part of the French troops was satisfnctorly arranged, it being extromel 

» pains should be spared to prevent their hostile collision wit 
the Druses. This having been at longth arranged, and more precise intelligence 
regarding the actual condition of the Deuse population having been subsequently 
laine, it was found advisable greatly wo race the amoust of the fine to Be 
exacted from that people, a chango necessitating several meetings of the European 
Cowmission forthe settlement of x new basi,” Abd finally, Pood Pasha lattoelf 
forwed the opinion that it would give n better hope of success, and create leek 
alarm, should he forego his intention of auperintending in person the arrest of 
tho compromised Druses, xnd, instend, should depate tho duty to tho detachment 
already charged with the levy of the forced contribution, his Excellency only 
‘appearing on the scene when the arrests had been completed. ‘This plan has 
therofore been adopted, and Druses, previously denounced, have now beca made 

risoners, to tho amount of several hundreds. His Excelloacy has to-day 
{ntimated bie intention of ing without further delay to Mokhtara, whithet 

to accompany hith, for the purpose of instituting Uibunals for tho trial 

ren. It is further proposed that those condemned to cupital punish 
tment should. be executed in the Mountain jtiolf, at or near the scene of thelt 
crimes, and that a» soon ax possible thereafter x yeneral amnexty to the Dros 
nition ‘be proclaimed, exceptig a few notorious culprits at prescut boyond the 
reuch of justice 

T hive mde these general remarks solely in onder to explain to your 
Lordship the causes whieh Tiave detained me frou day to day at this place, and 

‘no means aé x xtatement or roport of local events. - Having had tho advantage 
cof dhily intercourse with Lord Dufferin for some. time past, 1 am aware how 
Impossible it would he fur nv to wild to his Lordship's valuable and comprehensive 
‘communications on all auch wubjocts. 

Sines ny arrival hero, I have ocusionlly conver with Fuad Pasha ont 
variety of topics, and have invariably communicated anything of consequence 8 
Loet Duferi atthe moment. His Excellency bel apparently of pision that the 
fhiture Government of Syrin is likely to be committed to hie care, bas repeated 
Adverted to the improvements which might be introduced in both the «iv 
and military administration of the proviace, At his request I have explained ia 
detail the various forms af zovernniens existing in. Wvitish Colonies, and more 
fertclaly the wdminbrative and defensive ayatem now in use on the al 
feontier in South Africa, with whieh T happend to be familiar, where m state of 
affairs formerly existed very clowely resembling the preacnt ‘coudition of the 
Eastern or edouin frontier of Syria; sod there uppenrs ile remo to doubt 


that ronulte equally favourable might be obtained bere, by the adoption of a syste 
analogous to that employed with yo niueh advantage in South, Africa, 
T have, &e. 
Signed) "AL J. FRASER, 
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Nos say PAM Oren to Lard, Resell Reseed nuary 2) 
My Loe, Paris, Janwory V1, 1864. 
THE, answer which M. Thourencl hss retumed to the communication 
made to bin from the Prussian Goverament rolative to the affairs of SYFite 
alluiod to ia my despatch No, 40 of the Stl instant, is to the edleet that be 
‘eaninot disenss the future government of that province with individaal Govert™ 
mevts; thot an, European Commision hae been sent to. Syria for the vert 
ppurpoto of examining toto that question upon the spot, anal that he is content 
to leave it to their decision ; and, finally, that as far as bis personal opinion * 
concerned, he approves the bases laid down in the plan Suggested by Lon 
Dufferin to hfs colleagues. 
Uhave, ko. 
(Signed) ~" COWLEY 
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No. 317, 


Bark Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received Januiry 12.) 


Paris, Sanwary U1, 1861. 


1 HAVE read to M. Thouvenel, io pursuance of the inetructions contained 
in it, your Lordship's despateh No. 30 of tho Oth instant, reloting to the affair» 
of Syria, and to tho withdrawal of the French troop from thenes, 

‘A conversation of some warmth ensued between his Excellency and myselt 

Jn the first M. Thouvenel remarked that tho roports of M. Béolard 

ferin, as to what. had passed at the unofficial conference of the 
17th ultimo, did not coincide, His. Excellency sent for M. Béclurd’s report 
Which he read to me, and which certainly wakes both the Russian and Prussian 
Commiasioners to hold very positive langwie ws to the necessity of » prolonged 
fay of the Freach troops? the expressions alo, of the Austria Consiiouer. 
aocording to M. Béclard, implied rather a hope than an expectation that the 
Provence might be dispenacd with atthe end of xix months. a 

With rogard to M. Béclard himlf, he describes himself os having. after 
hearing the different opinious pronounced, aod expressing. h 
those of Russia und Prussia, remarked that the best mode to render the evo 
tion certain, would be to progeed in the attempt to constitute a proper Gavern 
ment in the Lebanon, and thus render the further presence of foreign troope 
unnecessary 

M, Thouvenel remarked to me that in this hist observation of M. 1éetard 
hie cotirely agreed : but be intimated, at the same time, his eonvietion that in the 
prevent state of the Ottoman Empira, x strong Goverment in the Labanon 
‘would be found impowsiblo of realimtion. He went on to say, that tho intentio 
Of the Inporial Government was, after the arvival of the next. rail from Sys 
to address simultaneously to all the grent Courts a despatch, calling, attention 
to the Convention of the 3th September, and asking their opinion as to the 
‘withdrawal of the t “The Imperial Government will express no opinion 
fone way or the other, but will be guided in itm conduct by the answors which 
thay be return. 

Tobserved, that 6 opinions of ane Government or another could overra 
tho stipulations of a Treaty, and that the six months of occupation expired, the 
Fronch Goverumnent would be bound, in ood fit, to bring away the troops 

'M. Thouvenel did not contest this point, but he said that as he bellowed in Nie 
soul and conscience (dans son fie ef eonsalence”) that the withdrawal of the 
Hroops would. be followed by a manacre fir more extensivw than that for which 
wo were now asking reiress, or else by n combination of all sects and creeds 
Against the Sultan's authority, the Imperial Governinent would not take th 
responsibility of acting alone. 

"The convention having turved upon the canduet wd ywroceetings of 
General Beaufort, to which. f said, f altsbuted, in a great meusure, tho evils 
which would attend a prolonged oecupstion of Syria, MI. Thouvenel replied that 
the could not admit that any blaine attached to officer: that, on the contrary, 
Goneral Reaufort bad ucted with a moderation, a tact, and a consideration for 
Fond Pasha which wis beyond all praise. He wos quite cortain that no other 
‘olicer would have put up with the want of conrtexy which had been evinced 
towards him by the Purksh authorities $ 

Treplicd, that such might he General Beaufort’ representation of his own 
‘ease, but that Thad seca other acgounts which conrinced me that bd be been 
Mloed to lw his own ications the peace of Syria miht tae be ain 
compromised, wd no wish, 1 said, to throw unmerited blame on a French 
‘officer, who, no doubt, was anxious for an opportunity of distinguishing hirasel(; 
Tut it wax never meant, I contended, that the part whieh he wns to play should 
bbe at active one, or that he sbould hive any independent authority in a province 
belonging to Turkey. 

"Pie conversation continued inthis strain for sine te time, M. Thouy 
professing that the Emperors greatest desire was to bring away his troops as 
‘soon as possible, but urging the necessity of the establishment of a Government 
in the Lchanon before this could be etlected. 

T recommended that the French teoops should, at all events, be 
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from the interior, and ts s00n as possible concentrated st Beyrout ; their a 
in the Mouottin having ao ther effet than to excite te taal a 
ho Druses, 

‘With regard to the absence of Puad Pasha from the Conference at which 
the evacuation of Syria was discussed, on which your Lordship comments, 
M, Thouvenel obverved that i was Fund Pasha's own doing, he having excused 
himself from attending. 

Thave, 8c. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No, 318, 


Lord J. Reessell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 61.) 
My Lond. 


i 
subject of the p 
state to you in reply, that Her Majesty's Goverament approve of the views 
Which yout exprewed fn that coromunication, 
Tam, de. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSEI.L. 


Se ees 


Mr. Lowther ta Lord J, Rumell,==(Receieed January 14.) 
No. 
My Lond, Berlin, January 12, 1861 
1 CONVERSED this moming with Taron Sebleinitz on the substance of 
the inelnures in your Lordship despatch to me No, 10, relative to the airs 
Syria, 

"Els Wxcellonay informed me ho bad latterly been no mach eceupie that he 
had really tot hid vine to give the subject the attention the question deserved, 
tbut that it appeared to him the time was hardly yet come for the withdrowel of the 
troop 

1 then read to him some extracts of your Lordship's despatch No. 
the oth of January 10. Earl Cowley, eonclidiog. with the tear ie conte 
“pthat bore the en of this month the Brith, Prnch, Anstean, Prosi, nad 

‘urkish Commissioners will have formally agreed to the fifteen Art 
by Lond Dufferin nnd M. Béclard,”” eames 

His Excelioney said be was not aware that the Commissioners had already 
ade 30. much in their businens; that he was no advocate for the 
prolonged stay of forvign troops in Syria} that the Commissioners on the spot 
‘were best able t0 judge of the question of whether authority was sufficiently 
restored to allow them to be withdrawn 5 that if tho proper moment hd ‘not 
arrived, those who undertook to recommend the withdrawal wero taking upon 
themalves a very great reponsbty. 

then told hin Her Majeyty’s Government wore willing to undertake theif 
share of this responsibility, provided the Ministers of tho Porte understood. on 
their part their obligations aod risks, and I spoke in the sense of your Lord 
ship's despatch No. 2 to Sir Heney Balwer 

Baron Schicinitz requested ne to leave with him your Lordship's dexpatch 
No. it af the Sth instant to Karl Cowley. ‘This defined to doy but I said 
‘would venture to give hisn some extracts of that despatch which f to 
him, if ho thought they would be of use to kim. bees 

V did this under the firm convietion that the objects of Her Majesty 


Government would thereby be advanced, and T trust that my having done so 
Will not meet with your Lordship's disapproval, 
Thave the honour to inclose herewith a copy of the extracts I gave Baron 
Schleinite 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM LOWTHER, 


Inclosure in No. 319. 


Lord J, Russell to Barl Coveley. 
Extenct.) 

YOUR Excelleney will se, from the copy which I sent you in my despatch 
No. 25 of the Sth instant, that the Austrian Cormissioner, speaking on the 1h 
‘of December, said that he saw no reason to think that the presence of a foreign 
force ould be necessary two months from that time, You will see that Land 
Dufferin expressed his opinion that the foreign fores had become an embarruss- 
Ment to the Sultan's Government ; that it was discharging police datics, which 
Wero no part of its mission ; and that it might be 


‘The Fronch and Russian Commissioners wore in favour of the prolonged 
Atay of the foreign troops The Rassian Commissioner was not prepared to aay 
that \¢ would bo safe to remove the troop, but Lord Dufferin seemed to expect 
that hix opinion would change on farther consideration, 


"This a the manner 
hich these Christian Disho peceson varth ad gost 
Towards toon" 

‘The Feach Goretament proposed fa July lat that European troops should 
‘be sent to Syria. Her Majeaty’s Goverument consented on two conilitions 
first thatthe forcun troops should act in concert with the Turki Commissioner, 


Fuad Pasha; and, secondly, that the stay of the forcign troops should not be 


Prolonged beyond aix months. It was on the strength of theve two. conditions 
that Her Majesty's Government urged upon the Porte the acceptance of foreig 
‘id to tranguillite Syria; it was on the faith of theso conditions that tho Porte 
kave hier reluctant consent 

It is trac that if Hee Majesty's Goverament were convinced that, there 
‘would be great risks i removing the foreign troops trom Sytin, Her Majesty's 
Government might be induced to. urge upon the Porte a postponement of the 
fyacuation, ut as the conviction of Her Majesty's Government is quite the 
Other woy, it is impossible for Her Majesty's Government to consent to the 
prolongation of the stay of the French. troops in Syria beyond the time fixed by 
the Convention of the 8th of August. 

T have only further to say, that all the Commissionors except tho Russian 
appear to be agreed upon the generul heeds of an arrangemont for the future 
Rovernment of "There som every reakon to hope that before the end of 
this toonth, the British, French, Austrian, Prussian, and Turkish Commissioners 
Will have formally agreed to the fiteeo Articles proposed by Lord Dutlerin 
and M, Léolard, ‘There will thea romain no reasou whatever for extending 
the period for which the Convention of Ausust 8 wuthorizos the stay of forsign 
‘oops in Syria. is 





Mr, Fane to Lord J. Rassell (Receive Jonwary 14.) 

(No, 26,) 
My Lord, Vienna, Jenwary 9, 1801. 

WITH reference to my despateh No, 192 of the 27th of Decomber last, 1 
inquired of Count Rechberg whether he was prepared to communicate to. ine 
bis views on Lord Dufferia’s plan for the future settlement of the province of 
Syria. 

6B 





His Excellency said that Lord Dufferin’s memorandum appeared to itt 
to be drawn up with remarkable ability, but there were several points in it upon 
which he had observations to make.” "These observations he was about 
‘embody it a despatch to Baron Prokesch, and he would forward & copy of that 
despatch to Count. Apponsi, with instructions to communicate it to Your 
Loniship, which he thought would be the best mode of bringing his views ypot 
the subject accurately before Her Majesty's Government. 

Thave, fe. 
(Signed) JULIAN FANE, 





Received January 16; 
(No. 49) : pe 
My Lord, Beyrout, January 4, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's informition, 
eopies of further desputeies which I have addressod to Her Majesty 
‘Ambassador at tho Porte, 3 


T have, &e. 
Gigned) DUPFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnciosure } in No. 821, 


Lord Dufeein te Sir H. Baber. 


Bir, Beyrout, December 31, 1860, 

TU HAVE the thon acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency" 
dlefpatch of the 12th instant, wad 1 box mast rexpectfully to. thaak yuu 
Excellenicy for the indalgent terms in which you are good enough to allude 10 
the views I have ventured to submit to your consideration respecting the 
foture government of Syria. 

Twill endewvour, to the bert of my abifity, to convey to my colleagues a 
exact notion of the opinions your Excellency entertains iu regard to the 
principles by which our future proceedinss ought to be guile; and I feel 
Sonvinced that they will not fil to recognize theie force and Justior.. 

It might be prevumptious in me were 1 to say low heartily 1 myvelt 
‘concur in them, but cannot reffuin from recording tho obligations 1 arm wader 
to your Excellency for having in $0 considemte nm manner corroborated ti 
private views: by your great authority, and encournged me to withstand, wil 
due persistence, the somewhat prejudicial and violent course advocated. by 
‘wh has been too often a majority of my colleagues, 

Teed scatvely add how opportune a ciceumstance 1 should consider it I 
we your Exeelleney suggests, tho Porte woold now como forward of iver own 
Aceord, and propose through tho medium of Fuad Pusha a carefully digested 
selieme for the future ndwinistestion of the provines, bosed upon the principle® 
hil have bad the good fortune ta he approved of by your Kxcelleney, ad whey 
unless objected to by their Governments, are likely to. meet with’ unasaod 
aaccaptanco at the hitide of my colleacues, 

Tt.seoms to me alinost hopeless to expect that a fiaal conclusion ean be 
arvivesd at in any other w scarcely advisable that the Commissioners 
should do more than submit to their respective Governments the outlines © 
theie plan for the future administration of the province. ‘These general recom 
‘menudations once acrepted, the elaboration “of all details should be left to thone 
most interested in making the new machinery work well 

‘There can be little doubt that such a task can be better performed by Fuad 
Pasha and his advisers than by Sve European gentlemen but very imperfectly 
wequainted with the country, and whose interference will, probably, become 
tmlschiovous the moment they deveend from general principles into the iateicacice 
‘of aduuiniatrative detail 

‘The action of such a body ought to be confined to revision of the pis 
devised! by the responsible authorities of the En order to ensure its 
‘onstruction being 1n accordance with the spirit of the stipulated conditions. 


y this means a result will be arrived at which will, probably, prove the 
‘most beneficial to the country and the most aoceptable to the Porte. 

In conclusion, U will merely bez Jeave to state, in explanation of the views 
which, from time to time, T have had the honour of laying before your 
Excellency that it hus always weomed to me that tho dixconneotion of Syria tr 
the Porte ought to be of a nature to admit the proposed improvewents 
vil and fiseal administration of the province, without hereafter preventing itx 
re incorporation in the Empire, should the day arrive when a strong and capable 
Government shall be established at Constantitiople. 

T have, & 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 2 in, No. 321 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrint, January 1, 1800, 

HAVING already had the honour of ting 10 your Excellency's consi- 
domtion a scheme for the general yoverument of the Provines of Syria. I propose 
in this despatch to make a few remarks ou tho ndministration af the Lalanon in 
particular. 

‘Were we nctuated by no other considerations than auch as regant the tra 
quilly of the Mountain, Ihave no besitation in saying that the only sensible 
plan would be to deprive its inhabitants of all theif anomalous privilesms, and to 
place th te control of the Turkish Ruler of the 

ve of opinion upon this point. All d 

haw taken place during the last twentysfive yeurs would have. boen 

spared bad the jurisdiction of the Turks over the Lebanon been uolimited, ‘The 

as elements which compose its population are incapable of govoroing cither 

each other or themsevex.” While’ perpetual suite box deluged. the: Mixed 

Districts with blood, nn internecine warfare between the peasantry anid their 

foul Chiet has rendered the Christion Kenrouun the theatte af avarehy wod 

eas sanguinary, ‘Tho important town of Zaliloh ia always in a state 

rebel fost the authority of itn Maronite Kwioakam, and 

Greek Christians of the Southern Lebanoa have shown theraselvas us ready to 

fly at the throats of their unorthodox: co-telig of their Paygu 
neighbours, 

‘Tho independence, therefore, of the Lebanon is an mangement quit 
incompatible with good government, aul any endeavour to extend the dona 
tion of the Marouites over either their Gresk oe Druse fellow-subjects is poliey 
as ervel as itis inipracticoble 

On the other hand, to propose that the intervention of Europe on bolulf of 
those whore misfortunes have excited s much sympathy should, become an 
‘occasion for dispoiling them of thelr privileges, and handing thers over in a still 
more defenceless condition to the tender mercies of their. persooutora, would 
probably excite the indiguant opposition of Catholic Christendom. 

Te was the consideration of these circumstances thut iodueed te to propose 

olidation of the Lebanon ints w single Pashalio, ered By n 
ian notninee of the central authority, ne tho happiest means of reconelling 
the practical with the sentimental exigeacics of the situation. 
‘an expedient an extension of jurisdiction will be accorded to the 
Christian name, the exclasive privikiges of the Maronites will be aboliahed, and 
‘opportunity will be afforded of emancipating the Greek minority from the 
hateful asccodaney of a rival rite. 

As the official attributes of the officer appoiated to rule the Mountain. will 
differ in no respect from those of any other subordinate Pasha of the Province, 
su the Governor-General will select him, ond ax hix continuance in office will 
depend upon easure of the central authority, th 
r impediment to the exercise by the Government at Damarons 

ate and supreme control over the Lebanon which alone ean insure 
its tranquility ; while the fact of his being elevated, ns we may suppose lic will 
be, by education, by knowledge of the world, und by differance of race, above 
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the petty animosities of the barbarous sects he is called upon to govern, will 
censize to his administration the necessary degree of liberal impartiality. 

T do not imagive that there would be any dificalty in nding among the 
Enropean subjects of the Porto n class of persons suited to the post, and I 
might even go so far as to point out Ismail Pasha, General Kmety, as an example 
of the facility with which a proper selection mizht be made, 

de with the Christion Pasha of the Lebanon it will be necessary to 
rect a systeor of lezal and rnmicipal Couneils, so constituted as to give to coeh 
rw in the administration of their local affairs. Ie is here 
that we shall find the opportunity of securing to the Droses so much of th 
cient Juriwliction as is compatible with the new system established in th 
Provines, as well as of estending to the Greek community, hitherto most unjustly 
ov that equality In the civil administration of the Mountain to which 
their nutabers and their respectability entitle them, 
uch ia the plan which. appears to mo most likely to reconcile the conflicting 
interests we are bound to consult 

Tiy this arrungement, a reasonable satistuetion will be given. to Catholio 
opinion in France, the periicious ascendancy of the Maronite sect will be broken, 
the counterpoiso to be find in the Greek element will have been evoked, the 
rivil independence of tbo Druvcs will be preserved, and. the control of the 
Central Government will be rendered as coruplete and irresistible in the Mountain 
a in any other portion of its tensitory: 

By no other means, It 
propose t a 
Franco and Rossin protest, but eveo Austria and all the Catholic Governments 
of Europe would ery out. 

To leave the two Kaimakatnehips in posession of their ancient attributes 

J have the appearaiiee of making oat to the demon of discord a fresh lease 

‘Mountain, whilo the surrender of the Mixed disteets to the Turks, unac- 
companied by any diminution of the privileges of the Mn 
Frevich would never consent, though the least objectionable of the three, woukd 
prove but w alight lnnprovement ov th 

Tho porfevt assimilat Adinioiatration of the Lebanon to that of 
Lhe rext of the Provines, under the jurisdiction of a Christian Pasha, corpletely 
subordinate to tho Cuntral authority, would seem, therefore, to be the only 
Arrangement really peucticnble, but 1 would wish particularly to. observe, that 
oven this solution of the difficulty can be only safely accepted by Her Majesty's 

ernment on the hat France. shall enter with good faith into 

scheme, and, in ¢ ou of the secarities afforded by the new Gove 
ment of the Province: 10 all classes of Syrian Chriatians, abandon the iden of 
[preserving, by any statistval jugglery, tho exchasive ascendancy of her Maronite 
prtdgte 

Hefore exncluding. 1 woold wish to examine very briefly the manner in 
which ‘the Druses will be a by these ebunges. In consenting to the 

their Kaimakamship, it bs possible we may be accused of mcificing 
to the fanatical prejudices of Europe, or the ambition of France, the interests of 
nd ournolver there have always existed the most fHeadly 


milar results be obtained, Did we 


Tn reply, 1 would simply oberve that, apart from the misfortunes «nd 
ait to which. their own barbarous excesses have unavoidably exposed 
‘onion of the Druse nation aoder the new nyateos wll probably be 


able to that of theie Cheating vvala. eis trv the dinaistraion of the 
Prstalc wil be Christian, but ws the dependent nature of his position wil ensore 
mest, and as anifstly i 


tia weting in wedordanoe: with the views of 
iin the interest-of that Goverament to cherish the Druscs of the Lebanon as 
‘ouch is possible, there fs wo rewon to entertain mingivings on thelr behalf, a 
this consideratiog acquires fourfold force when we remember that the alternative 
they pomess of embsrating tothe Hauran places them in a position themselves 
to determine pod whit terms they will consent to stay" and garrison the 
Labanon 

Again, it be said that by the erection of the Mountain into « Pashalic. 
tbe ne ob feudal systern it destroyed. Uiyt It a mistake to suppose that such 
‘v system was anything bul © curse to the country. ‘Tho condition of the 
Cretan asefe under the Druse Mokatanjs was very pitiable, and that of the 
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Druse peasantry no better. Moreover, feudal jurisdiction is incompatible with 
Tegular govemment, and if we wish to create an all-powerful centmal authority at 


Thave no hesitation in saying that if once the proposed arrangements were 
concluded, the politieal influence of Francs in. Syria will have received its death- 
Blow. Hitherto Turkey, excluded from the Lebmnon, und reduced to the only 
Mewource left to weak Governments on such occasions, has endeavoured 
‘eounteract the nggressive policy of Frince by soeking to use the Druses 
‘heck on the encroachment of bor dinaffected Maroniten. Unfortunately the 
Forte didnot posses the al oreomary to wield o chamry and dangerons an 
instrument weapon hax broken in ber hand, ond inflicted a wound which 

5. perhaps, will fil to heal. Under these circumstances a chonge.of system 

Trecome necessary, and it scans 10 me that for the fature the eneronchments 
‘offoreiga influence in Syria will be wore effectually wn more logtinatoly battled 
ty placing the Provincial Goverment in position to exercise a supreme and 
iectusl control over all its subjects, than. endeavour to counterbalance 
the fictitious pretensions of ane savage tribe by pampering the independence 
fd tig to mane the wort pains of another, 

have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


No. 322. 


Aeli Pasha to M. Munurus—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M, Munrur, 
January 16.) 


Conrtantinople, le 9 Janvier, 1861. 

M1, révulte d'une dépiche do Lord Jolin Russell, dont U'Atnbassndeur 
WAngleterre vient de me dooner communication, que le Gouvernement 
Britannique approuve le plan xoumis par son Commissaire sur Torganisation 
future de In Syrie,  D'apris ce plan, iL ne sagieait de rien moins que de 
Vérvotion d'une Vieo-royauté i Tinstar de Vgypte et des Provinces Danublennes, 
TL nous est absolument impossible soit diadhérer 4 cette proposition, soit 
‘oalmettre la compétence de la Commission Européenno dana cette matidre, 

‘Je viens d'exposer & Ambassadeur Anglais, et jo Yous ferai connultee par 
le courrier prochain, Jo. systéme militaire et administeatif par établisxement 
duqucl ‘nous pouvons sedlement noux rendre rexponsables de V'avenin dela 

rie. 


No. 323, 


Aali Pasha to M. Musurus.—(Communieated (0 Lord J. Russell by M. Muswrun, 
‘January 16.) 


Gonatantinople, te 9 daneier, 1861. 

LE projet de Lord Dufferin, embrassant toute Ia Syrig, ot la constituant on 
‘un Heat acpard, ne pourra étre accepté par la Sublime Porte. 
., Vous savez que fous avons tovjours inaioten te principe de n’adinettee 
Nintervention de In Commission Européeane que dans Vorganisation da Mout 
Liban, et cela dans les limites des arrangements de 1845. Je vous enverrai 
vous pon notre plan concernant la future administration de la Syrie, plan dont 
fm sera, nous wen doutons pas, purfaitement satisait,. Vous verret que le dit 
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plan du Gonvemement Impérial, sans avoir les inconvinients ou plutbt. le 
graves dangers de l'opinion émise par te Commissaire Britannique, permet les 
memes garunties & Mégard des Chrétiens 





No. 824. 


Lord J, Russell to Mr. Fane 
(No. 14) 
My Lond, Foreign Office, January 16, 186 

THE question of the farther occupation of Syrin by the forces of a Ruropeat 
Power has become one of so much importance, buth as 0 question of principle 
‘und as 8 question bearing on the tranquillity and prosperity of Syria, that T mus 
desire you to request Count Nechberg to give it bis most serioue atvention, 

Byn Convention signed in August last, at a moment when Europe 
been shocked aul disgusted by the accounts of the Syrian massacres, the principal 
Powers of Earope agreed to nend to the ussistance of the Sultan, inorder 1 
restore, trunquillity, 12,000 troops, of whom one-half were to be furnished 
inmmediately by Francs. 

The Sultan was a party to this Convention, but his Ministers declared 
‘openly that his assent was given rather in deference to the opinions and wishes 
of Burope than from aoy belief in. the necessity or the efficiency of the remedy 
proposed. 

ie Convention, and the occupatic sanctioned, were to endure 
for six months, and ‘thus expire, therefore, in the month of February noxte 
From the day when that Convention expires, the right of foreign troops W 

4 part of the Sultan's territory expires alsa. 

'or the lat two months the Athassador of the Porte in London has beea 
Urging upon Hee Majesty's Government, by onder of the Sultan, the obligation 
of the Buropean Powers not to continue tho occupation of Syria beyond the time 
fixed by the Convention, 


Conceiving this request to be perfectly reasooubley I gave it the support of 


Her Majesty's Government at id received from the Ambassador of the 
Emperor it Landon the assurance that the Commander of the French trou 

Teceive arders to conform to the terms of the Convention, leaving to Her 

‘Government the responsibility of recommending the evacuation. ‘Tit 
reaponnibility, Ustated, Her Majesty's Government were quite willing to ineur, 

Soon alter this, however, a new incident accurred, Tatelligenico was rece 
both at Paris and in Loadun, to the effect that M. Béclard, the Commissioner 
France, had, submitted the question of the evacuation to the judgment of the 
Commissioners of Great Britain, Austria, Prussia. and Russa, 

According to our eecounts, the Commissioners of Great Britain and Austria 
declared their opinion to be that, at the end of February, the evacuation might 
‘he effected. without risk, According to the French report, the opinion of the 

Commissioner was aot quite so decided. ‘There’ appears no doubt 

t the Commissioners of Prussia and Russia expremed their far that ifthe 

foreign troops were withdrawn, the macsaores might be renewed. ‘The Turkish 
Commissioner, the lent of the Commission, was absent 

Upon this report the Freach Government hesitated, und M. ‘Thouvend! 
thos deolitred ivis wish to consult the Powers who were parties to the Convento 

‘The first thing which ocours to Mer Majesty's Government upon thi 
subject is, that the terms of the Convention aro clear and precise. ‘The Sultall 
haa relied upon them, and would justly impute to the Powers of Europe w 
of faith if they were departed fron, 

But,'in the next place, what is the case for asking the Sultan to extend the 
Convention for a further period t 

Aali Pusha, it his communication to M. Musurus, represents the Maronite® 
and Drusor as divided not x0 much by differences of religion as by political 
animositics. Euch party, violent in its antipathy, he declares wishes to exteemi" 
nate the other, and these animosities arc not ussuaged, but inflamed, by the 
presence of foreign troops believed to be favourable to one of the two rival 

‘T must say that this representation is borne out by the facts, and by the 
statemeiits of Her Majesty's Commissioner in Syria, 
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It appears that, from time to time, massacres and marders have desolated 
the district of the Lebanon. Maronites have been as forward in ucts of cruct 
revenge, and in the iodalgence of hatred, as the Druses. Before, the massacres 
vf 1860, the Maronites, tnder the guidance of one of their Bishops, had becn 
Preparing arms to alarge extent, and were evidently weditating War upon the 

uses, Since the French occupation, Maroaites have followed the march of 
the Frevch troops; and when they lit upon a helpless Druse old man or worn 
slove, have munlered them without merey. Somme twenty or thirty Deuves, itis 
said, were pot to death in cold blood by the Maconites during the first advance 
Of the French troops. 

‘At a later period a tax was proposed, and had even heen sunetioned at one 
moment, imposing a payment upon every Drusc taxpayer equal to the whole 
Amoont of apeasant’s Yearly income. Had it been potvisted in, the Deuse peasantry 
oust have abandoned their property, and fled from theie dwellings. This, in 
tact, coms to havo been the object souzht 

Again when the punishment of the Druses wes in question, the Christian 
secs, vous thee ishope,detonded that out of 8000 adult Draven, 4,800 
heads should be given to then to satiate their vougennce: 40 little hax’ the 
doctrine of forgivenons of injuries been imbibed by these Maronite bishops and 
their flocks. 

In fact, though nominally Christians, they are in reality @ oreo and 
barbarous race. They seek the extermination of a hostile tribe, und Hor 

\jexty"s Government cannot thiok that Ube idolatey and superstition of that 
tribe justify the Powers of Europe in promoting or eonveating to their exten 
mination, 

In conclaston, it remarked that the utmost alleged in favour of 
continued foreign accu cheasion in the sniads of the Christians 
‘of danger to them after the departure of the forcign troops. ‘That apprehension, 
of course, cannot be removed by any reasonings. Since Fuad Pasha went. to 
Syrin no massacres have been committed there. But its in the nature of foreign 
escupation to keep live an apprehension of the dangers which that oceupation 

were to be admitted we 
Teasons for the continuance of for 
the effect which it produces. have rey lo perpetuate itsel, 

‘Thus, if the French occupation of Syria were to be prolonged, wo should 
probably find the apprehensions of the Syrian Maronite us wtrong i 1871 ax 
they are in 1861 ; unless, indeed, in the mean time, under the protection of the 
Christian Powers, they hid. sucoteded in exterminating the whole af the inha- 
Ditants of the Mountain who are not of their own party 

For these reasoos, theroforc, Her Majesty's Goverament are unable to 
fn any represe tho Porte, with a view of renewing the term of foreign 
‘oceupation ia Syrin. As ta any resolution on the part of the Powers Of Kurope 
to retain w European foree in Syria withont the assent of the Sultan, that would 
clearly bo an wot of war, and is uot to be thought of by Powers who profees to 
eotertain towards Turkey sentiments of friendship, and who have together 
‘nited in guaranteeing her integrity end indepenteuce. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


You may read thin despatch to Count Rechberg, but you are not to 
Excellency a copy of it. 


No. 395, 


Lord J. Russell to M. Lowther, 

(No. 16) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Junuery V6, 1860, 

THE. question of the further occupation of Syria by. the forves of a 

over as beams oe of so much portance, tot am gestion of 

Princtple nd as a question bewsing oa the tranquility and promperty of Sri 
hat { mast desire you to request Baron Schlomite 19 give it his most serine 
attention z 

By  Conveation signed in August Inst, at w moment when Europe had 
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been shocked and diszusted by the necounts of the Syrian massacres, the 
Principal Powers of Europe agreed to send to the assistance of the Sultan, i 
onder to restore tranquillity, 12,000 troops, of whom one-half were to be 
furnisted immediately by Fratice. 

‘The Sultan vas « party to this Convention, bot his Ministers declared 
opealy that his assent war given rother in deference to the opinions and wishes 
‘of Europe than from aay belief in the necessity or the efficiency of the remedy 
propont 

The Convention, an the oecuption whichiit sanctioned, were to endue foe 
six mionths, and thas expire, therefore, in the month of February next. From 
the day when that Convention expires, the right of foreign troops to oceupy a 
part of the Sultan's territory expires als, 

For the last (wo months the Anibassador of the Porte in London hax been 
urgings upon Hor Majesty Government, by order of the Sultan, the obligation of 
the European Powers not to continue the occupation of Syria beyond the time 
fined by the Convention. 

his request to. be perfectly reasonable, T guvo it the support of 
Hee Majesty’ Governinent at Paris and-teeeived from the Ambassador of the 
Emperor in London the assuennee that the Commander of the Freach 
would reecive orders to conform to the terms of the Convention, leaving to Her 
Mnjeste’s Government respanaibility of recommending the evacuation. ‘This 
responsibility. { stated, Hor Majesty's Government were quite willing to iocur. 

Soon after this. however, » now incident occurred, — Intelligence wat 
received, both at Paris and in Londo, to the etfect that M, Iioland, the Coo 
‘misslonce of France, had submitted the question of the evacuation to the judg- 
ment of the Commimioners of Grevt Hritain, Austria, Prumia, and Russx, 

According to oar necounts, the Commissioners of Great Britain und Austria 
ileelared their opinign to be that at the end of February the evacuation might 
be effected without risk. According to the Freach report, the opinion of the 
‘Austrian Commissioner was not quite wo decided, ‘There appears no doubt that 
the Commissioners of Prussia nnd Rossin expressed their fear that if the foreign 
tevoy wore withdrawn, the msmeren might be renewed, ‘The Turkish Com- 
‘missioner, the President of the Commission, was absent, 

Upon this report the French Government hesitated, and M. ‘Phouvene! has 
declared his Wish to eonlt the Powers who were partics to the Convention 

The first thing which occurs to Her Majesty’s Government upon this 
subject is, that the terms of the Convention are clear aud precise, ‘The Sultan 
Ins relied upon thor, and woold justly impate to the Powers of Europe a breach 
of fhith if they were departed frow. 

But in the next place, what is the ease for asking the Sultan to oxtend the 
Convention for a further period ? 

‘Aali Pasha, jf. his communications to M. Musurus, represents the Muronites 
and Drives ax divided not 10 much by differences of religion xe by political 
animosities, Each party, violent in its antipathy, he declares, wishes to extermie 
nate the other: and these anitonities are not aanuaged, but inflamed, by the 
Presence of forciga troops believed to be favourable to ove of the two rival 


representation is bome out by the facts, and by the 
statements of Hor Majesty's Commissioner in Syria, 
‘ppeare that from tne wo tine manacres and murders have desolate the 
p 


district of the Lebanon, Maronites bare been na forward in acts of cruel 
sevenge, and in the indalgonce of hatred, as the Deuses, Before the massacre 
of 1860 the Maronites, onder the guidance of one of their Bishops, bad beet 
peparig ars to 4 large extent ad were evidently ditating war upon the 
ruses. Since the French cccupation Mnronites have followed the march of 
the Freach troops; and when they lit opon a helpless Druse old man or womad 
ae, have murdered thetn without mercy, Some tweoty of thirty Druscs, it it 
‘mid, were put to death in cold blood by the Maronites daring the first allvance 
of the French tro 
‘Ata Tater period & t8x was proposed, and had even been sanctioned at one 
smoment. imposing k peyment upon every Drase taxpayer equal tothe whale 
amount of a peamants yearly income. Had it been persisted in, the Drust 
pomaatry must fave abandunel their property, and ed fom thar dling’ 
This, in fact, seems to have been the objeet sought. 
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Again, when the punishment of the Druses was in question, the Christian 

fects, through their Bishops, demanded, that out of 8,000 adult Druses 4,800 

should be given to them, to satiate their vengeance; so little has’ the 

ine of forgiveness of injuries beea imbibed by these Maronite Bishops and 

their flocks. 

> though nominally Christians, they are in reality a fieroe and bar- 

‘They seek the extermination of a hostile tribe ; and Her Majesty's 

ernment cannot think that the idolatry and superstition of that tribe justify 
the Powers of Europe in promoting or consenting to their extermination. 

In conclusion, it is to be remarked that the utmast alleed in favour of 


w 
But it is in the nature of 
ign occupation to keep alive un apprebeusion of the dangers which that 
Sccupation professes to prevent, anil thus, if such apprehensions were to. be 
Admitted as reasons for the continuance of for vpation, that oceupation 
the effect which it produces, have a tendency to perpetuate itsell 
if the French occup 
d the apprebensions of the Sy oites as atrong in 187! as 
n 1861 ; unless, indeed, in under the protection of 
in Powers, they bad ‘sveceeded jn exterminating the whole of the 
Tohabitauts of the Mountaia who are not of their own party. 

For these reasoos. therefore, Her Majesty's Government aro unable to jain 
it any representations to the Porte with a view of renewing the term of foreign 
Secupation in Syria, As to any resolution on the part of the Powers of Europe 
10 retain a European force in Syria without the axsont of the Sultan, that would 

rly be an act of war, and is not to bo thought of by Powers who profess. to 
fotertain towards Turkey sentiments of friondship, and who havo tugoth 
Bed tn guaranccng her integsty and independence: 

(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


P. S—You may read this despatch to Baron Schleinits, but you ire not to 
Five him a copy of it 


No. 826. 

Lard J. Rusell to Mr. Lowther. 

(No. 17. Confidential.) 
Bir, 


5 Foreign Office, Janvary 16, 1 

J SEND you a copy of an insteuction whieh the 
Foreign Affaire has sent to the Prussian Minister wt Paris.® 

‘Ax we agree with the Govemments of France and Prussin that the 
diseumions on Syrian affairs ought to take place in Syria, it ix needless to enter 
a he Prussian Government on thi 

Ham, & 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL, 


et a a 
No, 397. 


Lord J. Russell to Mr. Lowther. 
(No, 29. 
Sir, Foreign Office, January \6, 1861. 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 24 of the 12th instant, reporting your 
‘sonversation with Baron Schleinitz upon your communicating to his Excellency 
the substance of my despatch No. 10 to Fou upon the affaire of Syria; and I 


Ne aid, 
6D 
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have to inform you, in reply, that T approve of the language you used upon that 
occasion, and of your having left with his Excellency extracts of my despatch 19 
Lard Cowley upon this subject 2 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 828, 


Lord J. Russelt (9 Bort Coste. 
(No. 64.) 
My Lord, Forcign Office, January 16, 186 
your Excellenoy’s despatch No. 66 of the 1th instant 
Thouvene| weees wits M. Bell thatthe best woy of rendcig te 
‘evacuation of Syria certain, is to establish a proper government for the Lebanod, 
Dut that in hie Rxcelieny's opinion, the eabfaheat of a strong gowernmedl 
the prosent state of the Turkish Eupire, iaspomible. 
per government und a strong government are to be taken in thie 
ineanco a8 synonymous, ik would seam to follow that, in hi, Hxceengys 
opinion, Syria ought to be occupied by French troops tll an impossible condiiod 
faldlled--in other words, for over.” . ‘a 
lly M, Thouvenel’s meaning ? Tshould hope not. But it 
point should be cleared up 
Your Excellency will see, by telegram from Sir Honey Bolwer, that the 
Porte has i¢ in contemplation to keep 25,000 regular troops in. Syria, and 10 
approprinte 200,001. for re-building houses and furnishing an indemnity for 
Chisistians io Syria. 
these offers, the Sultan couples a demand for the faithful execution 
of the Convention made io August last, and ratified on the Sth of Septeinb 
Hee Majesty's Gov it will be. impossible for the Pronch 


Government to re For France is bound by her ‘Treatf 


obligations to evacuate Sy the timo has expired during which Use 
‘Trenty authorizes her to remain, unless all tho Contracting Partice to tha 
‘Treaty should agree, by a fresh diplomatic document, to extend that period. 
will not contemplate the case of 60 violent an inftingement of the rights of We 
Sultan ax would bo involved in the occupation of his territory by forcign fore 
gnats wi 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 329. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 66, Confidential.) 


My Loni, Foreign Offer, Jenwarg 16, 1861 
patch No. 40, Coatid 


for the future govern 
Syria would confer spon the Govervor-Geveral of that province 
Lard Dulferin haw, however, fully considered all the objections to which 
Count Pourtales alludes. 
Tam, te. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL 


—— ee 
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No. 330, 


Lord J. Russell to Kart Cowley. 
(No, 67.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 16, 1861 
T HAVE received your Excelleney's despatch No. 63 of the 11th instant, 
reporting the substance of the anewor which has been returned hy M. Thouyenel 
a the cominunication made to bit from the Prussian Government relative to 
aise hee a by my despatch No. 17, Confdeutinh 
‘Your Excelleney will perceive by my despatch No. 17, Confdevtial, to 
Mr. Lowther of this day's dato, of which w copy is inclosed,* that Hor Majesty's 
Government have returned a similar reply to’ representations tnade to them by 


the Government of Prussia apon this sulject AS 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 331 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H, Bulwer. 
(No. 27) 
Sir, Foreign Offoe, January 16, 861. 

L HAVE received from Lord Duiferin a copy of his despatch to. your 
Excellency of the rd ultimo, rexpecting the course which Full Pasha 
fs pursuing in confiscating the estates of Drusc Chiefs and of otbe 
belonging to that community ; and I have to state to. your Excell 
Majenty's Government consider it very desimble that you should call the 
attention of the Porte 0 the Injustice and inexpediency of ibis maa. 

wm, eo, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 332. 


Lard J. Russell to Sie H, Baler. 
(No, 31) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 17. 1861 
WITT reference to my despite No.2 of tho Lat instant, giving you an 
secount of a conversation Which Tht had with the French Ambiwadlor 
respecting the evacuation of Syria bythe’ Fredch troops. T inelose, for your 
information, copies of corremporidence which'l hive wince hail with 
Karl Cowley on the ame aubjootst 

Uikewise inclose a copy of w despateh which I bave addressed: to'Hor 
Majesty's Chargén d'Affairen at Betlin aid Vienna; directing thou to eall the 

serious attention of the Prussian and Austriny Governments to the questio 

Your Excelleocy will not conceal from the Porte the opialon “of 
Majesty's Government as to. the propricty and expediency of the retiternent of 
the rench troops from Syria at the period stipulated for in the Co 7 
But although a knowledge of this opinion may sorve to support the ‘Turkish 
Government in resisting any attempts which may be made on the part of other 
Powers to jaduce it to consent to tho stay of the French troope being prolonged, 
‘you will be careful, in your communications with the Porte, to avoid pressing it, 
Aina it owe iclination, to fost upon the retirement of the eveupying 
‘The Turkish Government may not fee itself equal to defend. the Christians 
after the departure of the foreign troops. and it might therefore, if left to not for 
ivelf, shrink from insisting upon a fulfilment of the terms of the Convention ; 


+ Nass, Noe 202, 310, 31 2 Now 394 and 395, 





not hesitate to adopt and favour @ measure for which it is very 
anious, iit felt that i could relieve itself from any responsibility for conse- 
‘quences by alleging. that it had acted in deference to the urgently expressed 
desire of the British Government. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 383, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bubeer. 
(No, 37.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 17, 1861 

{ TRANSMIT for your Excellency’s information copies of two papers 
which have been communicated to me by the Turkish Ambassador, containing 
the Porte's refuml toadopt Lon! Duiferin’s plan for the future goverament of 
Syria, 

Tam &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 





0. 334. 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell.—(Reevived January 18.) 


Constantinople, Janvary 9, 1861. 
YOUR Lordship wishes to know what security the Porte can give, on the 
withdrawal of the Fronch troops trom Syria, for the maintenance of tranquillity 
the necessary protection to the Christians, I have had a long conversation 

is Highness Auli Pasha on this subject 
He says that the army in Syria will be maintained at 29,000 regular troops, 
recruited in four Pashalics, namely, Damascus, Sidon, Aleppo, and Adana ; and 


murpore. He adds, that the 
will be organized, and. @ police fores formed in the towns in 
ich the Christian population will be enrolied, 

Me says that the rebuilding of the houses of the Christians must depend 
‘upon the manor in which the proposed indemnity ix raised ; and the Porte is 
now considering the subject, and will, within two of three days, inform mo of the 

Tt seems to Anli Pusha, however, that the tax which M. Outrey prog 
to levy on Damascus will be the complete destruction of the ety, and will be 
unjust because it wil fall principally on the wealthy inhabitants, who opposed 
the late disturbances. But | do not enter more fully into thie question unti} £ 
‘hear more cloutly what the Porte determines on. 

With respect to the conduct, according to Lord Dufferin’s despatches, that 
has been purnied towards the Drives his Highness concurs with your Lorlship 
in condemning its excessive severity, and will write to Fuad Pasha on the 
subject. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER, 
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Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin 

{No. 62.) 
My Lord, Foreign Offce, January 18, 1861. 

TRANSMIT, for your Lordship's information, copies of two papers which 
nave been communicated to me by the ‘Turkish Ambeesedor,® contataigs the 
Porte’s refusal to adopt your plan for the future government of Sys 

pes 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No. 836. 


Kart Cowley to Locd J. Russell (Received January 18.) 
Xo. 98.) 
My Lord, Paris, January 17, 1861. 

U REGRET to find by your Lordship's despatch No. 64 of vested 
fate that a misapplication of words in my despatch No. 65 of the 1th instant 
thas jed your Lordship to conjecture that M. Thouvencl desires to imply that 
ati! a strong Government shall be established in the Lobarion, » thing whl he 
Links incapable of realiation, the occupation of Syria by French troop ought 
0 be contigued—in other words, that thit occupation should be permnattent. 

proper,” to which your Lordship adverts 
of the Lebanon, I should have done better 


What M. Thouvenel desired to convey was, that it his opinion tho troops 
Susht not tobe withdrawn until the future government of the Lobanon shall 

Ne settled between Fuad Pusha and the Commissioners of the Great Powers ; 
Init, he added in the ature of a remark, that it was his conviction tbat in the 
Prevent state of the Ottowan Empire, the government so settled, whatever it 
Might be, would not bea strong o bape ono, 

T tuay, perhaps, remark here, that at fir ne I am aware, the Turkish 
Government has oot even hinted to the Freach Government any desire that at 
the expiration of the six months stipulated by the Convention of the sth 
September, the Freach troops should be withdrawn. It would be well wete the 
Turkish Ambosador instructed to say, that order and tranquillity boing restored 

‘and the guilty in the late masicres punished, the presence of foreign 
ps is 00 longer necessary, A situllar communication should be 
tancousls to all the Powers who signed the Convention of the Sth Septomber, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " COWLEY. 





No, 337. 


Earl Creley to Lord J. Ruseell—(Recvived January 19.) 
{Xo 100) 

My Lord, Paris, January 18, 1861. 
M. THOUVENEL informed me this afternoon that the despatch which I 
Muted to your Lordship in my despatch No, 65 of tho 11th instant hie 
Excellency was about to address to the Representatives of the Emperor at the 
Sreat Courts of Europe, with refereace to the evacuation of Syrin, would bo sent 
“i on Monday next. ‘The object of it would be to propose that the Conference 
again meet to decide whether the occupation of Syria by foreign troops 
should be prolonged or not, the French Governineat not choosing to take vies 
ves cither the responsibility of continuing i heyond th ters specie by 
© Convention of the Sth September, or of withdrawing the toops in 
Presence of the certainty which seemed to prevail, that their departure would be 


© Noa. 224 and 003, 
or 








followed by fresh disasters, The Conference would best decide the question after 
hearing the opinion of the different Courts. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ” COWLEY, 





No. 338, 


Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 
(No. 89.) 
My Lord, Porcign Offce, January 19, 1861. 
THAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 98 of t 
explanation of your provious despatch No. 65 of the 11th instant, resp 
JInnguage held by M, Thouvenel ia regan to the evacuation of Sy 
T have to observe to your Kxcellency that all T have said about the evacase 
tion of Syria was prompted by the constant, pertinacious, and renewed represcti> 
tationr of the Ottoman Ambasador in London, who represented himself a 
instructed to this effect hy Anli Pasha, and read extracts of despateles frou that 
Minister. 
T have always suid to M. Musarus, that if the Ottoinan Goveramont thought 
the stay of European troop necewary to provent massnere, Her Majesty's 
eerausent would sayolese in thei opiion | not necessary, ie wes the dag 
‘of the Sultan's Minister for Foreign Affairs to address tho Five Powers, o expres 
the opinion of ‘Turkey as to the safety of the Christians in Syria, and to specif 
the munruntces she woul ofr to secre them Ait a reewal of manacte. 
‘Sit Henry Bulwer has been instructed also to may that ouch a atep it 
seca before Mer Majesty's Gorerment can gives fal pio, 
fm, ec. 
Gigoed) "J. RUSSELL 





No. 339, 


Sir J. Crampton to Lord J. Russell —(Received January 21) 


(No 2) 
My Lond St. Petersburgh Jonuary 11, 1861. 

IN oliedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch 
No. 160 of the 1th ultimo, T did not fail to comruni ince Gorteh 
Lord Dulferin’x despatch to Sir Henry Bolwer, stating his Lordship's views as € 
the best means of settling the futuro government of Syria and I atated to hit 
Excellency that {ler Majesty's Governinent are disposed to view Lord Dulferis® 
sketch favourably, bat thot they wore disposed to think that, if adopted, woe 
‘Governor of Syria should be namncl with the consent of the Five Powers. 

When 1 placed this deypatch in Prince Gortchakof’s hands he was pl 
to expross himself in terms very favourable to Lond Dufferin personally, snd Ie 
praised the coucitiatory manner in which his Lordship hod discharged the dotie® 
centeusted to hitn by Her Majesty's Gavornment, . Prince Gortchakotf added that 
the best voderstanding had subsisted between Lonl Duferin and the Russia 
Commisioner. His Excellency then promised to give Lond Dufferin’ report @8 
attentive perus tate to mo frankly his opinion of the views therein st 
fort 

‘On my reminding him yesterday of his prowise he repeated his favourable 
expressions in royal to Lond Datferin, bot de, that giving his Lorie 
credit for the oprightness of his intentions, and for the clearness aod honesty ¢ 
his views in respect to the evils under which the part of the Ottoasan Ronpire i 
question was labouring, he could not altogether concur with his Lordship if 
regard to. tho remedies by which he proposed to meet thew. It was note fof 
instante, to his taste that Turkish administration should be established whore 
‘no Turkish administration now existed, ws in the case of the southern division ©! 
the Mount Letanon, ‘This, he thought, would aggravate the evils compla 
of, and could not meet the approval of te Russian Government. 
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With respect to the choice of u Governor and the enumeration of the 
Qualifications which would be desirable in the person selected for this off 
Rothing, he said, could he more correct than Lord Dafferin’s obxervations, but 
they constitute unfortunately a mere theory. Was sucha man to be found 
among the officers or dignitaries of the Porte? It reminded hiai, his Excellency 
cue remarked of the reeipt for making bare soup, vit Tis, eatchn 
are.” It would, he feared, be difficult to do so on the hunting sounds in 
question. 

But,” continued Prince Gortebakoff, “to speak seriously, allthin tends 
to one result, viz., the establishment. of Fuad Pasha as the permanent Governor 
of Syria. | Now as to Fuad Pasha, without wishing to use hard words, 1 cannot 
‘say less than this, uhat of all the venal ereatures who surround the Ottoman 
Government be is, perhaps, the most venal, He isa perfect leech (* une vérito 
Sangsuo'), and what is works, an intelligent Tech ("une sangruc intelligente 
‘Fo make him Goverwor of Syria wouldsbe to establish a po sytem of 
sorry (te coruption ex penance)", 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "JOHN F, CRAMPTON, 





No, 340. 


Mr. Fane to Lard J. Russell Received sJunwary 21.) 

(No, 47.) 
My Lond, Vienna, Janwory 17, 1861 

1 HAD 2 conversation on Monday Inst with Count Rechberg on tho state 
of affairs in Syria. 1 brought to his Excellency's knowledye the 
of the reports addrowel to your Lordship and Sir Hen 
Dofferin, nnd 1 pointed out the conclusive evidence whieh th 
dangern 
province 


But ws 
An thoy received, led 
ion. they entertained 
wld not. he 
by tho Convention of the 81H of Avjcust 

Count Rechberg said that he thought it highly desiruble that th hb 
‘ceupation of Syria. should cease wt the stipulated. period, if this could be done 
without danger of renewed! maeaere of the Chri He. had always 
distiked. the project of a military occupation by France alone, nad ho would 
txjoice in sexing the rwovnl of French troopm, from what he deemed too close 
proximity to Rgypt, » ly accomplished. He was atruck, he observed, 
by the conflicting teodencies of the reports he received from Syvia, nd of the 
angvage held by the French Ambawador here, The later dwelt on the obvious 

of prolonging the foreign military occupation of the provitos until 
‘onler and authority sere completely restored, while tho Austrian Comumiwioner 
reported that all the mesnbers of the Comission, excepting the Russian, but 
including the French, were favourable to evacuation at the appointed term, 

"The Marquis de Moustir said hatin the opision of hig Goreerneee eave 
disorders would ensue if the Freuch troops were withdrawn ; while Mk de W 
becker stated, as reported by Lord Dufferin, id. not think the presence 
of a foreign’ force wo necemary {0 months subsequent to the date 
(17th December) of the meeting at which this mubject hid ‘been discussed. nt 
Beyrout. 

Count Rectberg said that this sustrian Conimissionor, which 
‘was only of a prospective character, would not justify his Exoelleney in declaring 
fin absolute conviction that the withdrawal of foreign troope from ‘Syria at. the 
‘expiration of the Convention could be effected with complete safety, although he 
ineliged to the adoption of that opinion. ‘ 

Count Rechherg said, lastly. in answer to a snggestion of mine, that he was 
‘most strongly of opinion that, in any case, the oesupation of Syvia by French 
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troops must not be prolonged for a day beyond the appointed term, without the 
sanction and-authority of the Powers who bad signed the Convention of the 
Sth of August. 

Twas anxious to elicit aa unequivocal declaration on this point from Count 
Rechberg, as I thought it not unlikely that M. de Moustier, adopting the 
jnnguage of M. Thouvenel, reported in Lord Cowley's despatch to your Lordshij 

IB of the 4th instant, might have suggested, or may still suggest, wi 
dangerous plausibility, that'a few weeks more or less in the departare of the 
Fronich troops from Syrin would not signify, and that © prolongstion, of their 

i that perind would not require the signature of another Convention. 
Thave, ke. 
(Signed) "JULIAN FANE, 





No. Mi. 


Mr. Lowther to Lord J, Russell—(Reeeived January 21.) 
(No. 36.) 
My Lond, Berlin, January 19, 1861, 

1, THIS morning, communicated to his Excellenoy Baron Scbleinite your 
Locdship's despatch addrowed to me No. 16. of the 16th iostant, relative to the 
‘question of the further occupation of Syria by the forces af a European Power, 
and L requested his Exeelleney to give it his moxt serious attention. In coo- 
formity with your Lordship’s instructions. I rend the above-named despatch to 
hin Excellency, and when {had concluded, be sak be entirely sgrecd with your 
Lordship's opinions a exprewed in that dexpatch. There was no doubt that, 
sccording to the Convention signed in August. the troops should be wit 
in the wonth of Pebraary next; but he said, which would be the greater evil—the 

it 


id for example, 

Y roops in Syria, there ix no doubt the evacuation should 

co at the timetixed. He added, * We are very unwilling here to take upon 

ourveives the recommendation of such a step as the evacuation, and, indeed. 1 

have no very decided opinions upon the subject 5 T am entirely guided by the 

ruporte 1 received from Syria itself, as the Commissioners there ure much better 
able to judge of the state of affairs than we are.” 

He anid bo wax most anxious to know the fifteen Articles upon which he 
Jeamnt the British, French, Austrian, Prussian, and Turkish Commissioners were 
nearly agrees *Jo bre.” he said, “de les connaitee:” and in reply to bis question 
whether {wns nequainted with thom, [ maid 1 was not. 

ut, said his Excellency, if after the departure of the foreiga troops there 
should bo « repetition of the massacres which shocked and disgusted Europe Inst 
your, then the different Governments may feel themwelves called upon to act in 
‘uch a manner that it may serve asa coup de grice” to the Government of 
the Sultan, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "WILLIAM LOWTHER. 





No, 22. 


M, Thowvenel fo Connt de Ftshault (Communicated to Lord J. Russel by 
Count de Flaheult, January 22.) 


M. te Comte, Paris, le 18 Jansier, 1861. 

NOUS approchons du terme fixe par ta Convention du. & Septembre 
dernier pour la durée de Yocoupation en Syric, J'ai eu plusieurs fois A vous 
eotretenir des Intentions du Gouvernement de I'Empereur & co sujet. Investis 
de ta mission d'exéeuter des décisions communes, nous tenons avant tout i 
remplir les conditions auxquelles nos avons regu ce mundat. Toutefois, pat 
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(cite raison méme, avant de quitter Is Syric, nous rezarions comme un devoir 
de mettre les Puissances dans le eas d'examiner de concert si le départ du corps 
expétitionnaire § Ww date convenue pest s'effectuer sans danger pour la 
franqilité du pays, et jl nous semble opportun dappeler sur ce polnt leur 
tention, 
Les Puissances se se sont, proposé en Syrio aucun but politique, et to 
Gouvernement de 'Empercar +'st entirement associé a leur petwce, Eile 
vent ne asivre d’humanité; cette auvre esteelle uccomplic? — Les 
connaissent comme nous [état des choses et savent combien In pacii- 
sation a marché jusqu'ici avco lentear. La Comninission Européenne instituée a 
Beyrouth avait d'ubord & pouroir aux nécesstés Tes. plus ungentes en. prover 
quant, d'un edté, des réparutions, de Vautre dex chitiments. Co n'était la 
eependant qu'une partic de sa tiche, et non In plus importante. Ello dovalt 
encore recueillir wt proposer aux Puissances les eéments du nouvel arrangement 
Gul fast de combioar avec Je Gouveromeat Ottoman pour Fadinininteation 
de ls Montagne. Ce travail, en effet, ext 10 compliment indispensable de toutes 
mesures dgji prises ou A prendre d'un comoun accord ayee In Porte. 
Tant qu'il n'est pas achevé, on peut dire que ricn west fkity car dans Jatat 
0 diésordrv oii wont toutes: choses en Syric, Vowsenticl ott do fixor tox candle 
Gouvernement da Liban et e'est li wussi ce quo lee Puisiancex 


Non ‘seulement co vu s'est point compli, mais Ja Commission arrive A 
cine aa termna dos question, se répression et d'indomnité pour ee qui concern 
Libon: d'autre part, Pentente s'est pas définitive pour Modenmité & 

prclever A Damas, ct la Forte manifiate la prétention dévoquer A Con- 

Mtantinople to solution de ectte question. La rforganieation advulnistrative 

bordée recmment dans dex entrotient confidentiels, Mux 
atvortis par d'autres soins, les délézués ne se sont point jusqu'h prisent 
trouvé en movure do Js traitor oficiellerent, ot il serait diffcilo de déterininer 

Je moment od ils pourront communiquer aux Pulseances Te réultat do Tours 

cr 

Enfin, M. le Comte, Tincertitude méme que’ ces retards Inlasont plier sur 
la rorganisation da Liban entretient tes exprits dans un état oscitation 
extrime ; et lor remecizuemente que nous possdons nous foat cruise que te 
épart de nos troupes ue soit suivi do nouveaux dévordrox, +t 4 Hew avant que 
lex dispositions nécowaires pour goruntir In sécurité des popalations alent Ke 
adoption. 

Devant des considérations de cette nature, tous lex Cabinets commprenitront 
ne nous altachions beaucoup de wie A gage notre respouabié 8, dune 
Fert, nous eutendons demeurer Ales ax’ stipulations ies par bh Cone 

nce, de Tautre nous ne Yuulons point que lon paisse nous repricher do 

B'avoir poiot wignalé Je danger que nous éroyons entrevoir, Nous sommes dan 

Aamen¢s  demander aux Poissances de fire conna éan leur penséa, en 

Jans los délibirations, comme 
dire, an meme titre que lex 


Nous avons par Vinsstanee gue 08 avons ie A rome fw 


travaux de la Commission, combien nous désitions pouvoir évacuer In Syric & 
4 date stipalée, et, encore aujoard’hai, personne ne verralt avec une satisfaction 
lus sincere que Jes circonstancer nous perinisent de réatiser ce désie, Si les 
wissances décident qu’ll_y a lieu de proroger Te terme de occupation, ayant 
Aaccepté de fournir Vetlectif’ du corps expéditionnaire nous ne rofuxerione. point, 
tans doate do continer lr meric que nove nous sommes inposde pour 
prster_au Sultan a eo-opéeation de nos t wis, dans Ye eax 00 Les 
isances seraient davis qu'il convient de désiguer Mune on plusieurs dentro 
elles pour participer A cette mission, novs serions préts A nceepter leur 
foneuurs. 
Tl me semble, Mle Comte, que Io moyen to plus nuturellement indiqué 
ru éilir une enicate nur ces divers points serait de convoguer la Conférence, 
Cette maniére do. voir obticnt Mentice assentiment du Cabinet se Londres, fe 
Yous prie de me le faire connaltre 10 plus tt possible et je provoquerais ta 
Reunion des Plénipotentiaires aassitit que Hadhésion des ditéreates Cours me 
serait parvenue. 
‘Vous voudrez bien donner leture t nitsor & Lord John Rossel copie de 
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cette déptche, que j‘adresse également aux Représentants de 'Empereur & Bertin, 
Sx Peni, iene Contantonpe 


Agrécz, &. 
(Signé)” THOUVENEL. 





No. 343, 
Bork Coley to Lav Jy Russell—{Reerived Janwary 23.) 


(No, 110, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, Jonuary 21, 1861. 

1 WAS surprised to find, during conversation which Thad with the Austiaa 
Armbassador yesterday, tht th joner in Syria had reported 10 
his Government that the Coonini were all agrved that the troops of cee 
pation might be withdrawn at the period fixed by the Convention, 

On questioning Prince Metternich aa to the date of the Austrian Com 
sioner's report, 1 dnd tbat it was the 17th December, that ig, the day on which 
the Commisioners bald the meeting averted 9 ix, Lard Dulrn's dey 

fe 


of the 18th of that month to Sir Henry Bulwer, aod M. Béclard’s desc ion 


cof which | had the honour to lay before your Lordship ia my despatch No. 
the 11th instant 

Prince Metternich was good enough to read to mo M, Weckbecker's report 
‘That gentleman states that a meeting having beca coavened at Lord Dotferia 
the reach Comision fal rues his colleagues to frank im with tht 

inlous ns to the expedioncy of withdrawing the troops of occupation at 
ina edith. Cobventogs and thar he GE Woskbekan) ‘sek the ren 
penk had declared bis opinion that the provinge might be safely left to the 
amish vuthoritics at the time contemplated by the Convention. "This opiniat 
in developed at considerable length and ts founded on much the same reawoms 6 
those brought forward by Lord Dufferin. 

BM. Weckbocke ns tht ara lengthoned dausion. tho eer Coma 
sioners, whose opinion had been asked, bd agreed in the conclusion at whic! 
had his ive, and that M, elon, cng tata bo te cane had ox prose 
eee eden brtamrleg 10. WC Kbocker’s ith those of Lan 

ft Is evi ing M. Weckbecker’s report with those of 
Dalferin tod M. Badan, that he must have miaunerstoed meh of what posse 
co the deension in question ; but It is satisfactory to know that ho himself holds. 
‘vd has communicated to hia Government, the opinion that the French troops cal 
bbe xafly withdrawn from Syria at the period fixed by the Convention of the Sth 
‘September. 


T have, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. ee 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received January 23.) 
(No. 122) 
My Lord, Paris, January 2, 1860, 
‘THE, despatch on the alfairs of Syria to which I alluded in my despateh 
No, 100 of the 18th fnstagt was soot to Minbault lt igh z 
ve, fe. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


479. 
No. 345, 


Lord J. Russell to Karl Cowley. 
(No. 107.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Januery 23, 1861 

M. THOUVENEL appears to think that, unless the European Powers are 
of opinion that the French troops ean be withdrawn fiom Syria with eafety to 
the Christians, they ought to remain. 

But Her Majesty's Goveruinent cannot accept this view of the case. ‘The 
French troops went to Syria in virtue of w Convention signed by the Iepre 

the six Powers. On the 4th of March next, st latest, that 
spires. 

If the six Powers, including, of course, the Sublime Torte, agree to renew 
Tit Gowvetion. the Freach troops will have right to remain.” Oihorwise the 
French troops. if they. should then remain in Syrit, will be the invaders of 
the territory of Hix Majesty the Sultan, 

Tam, de. 


J. RUSSELL. 


Lord J. Rusell to Bart Cowley, 
(No. 108) 
My Lont, Foreign Office, Jenvary 24, 186), 

J HAVE had the honour to reesive trom the Couot de Flabault « despatch 
auddronsed to him by M. Thouvene, of whlch L send vou a copy.” 

In this despateh, of which the tome is calm nd dispasslonate, the Goverue 

veut of the Emperor recalls to mind the grounds sipan which the: expedition 
Syria was originally undertaken ; and it ie nfliraed, with truth, that the intone 
of homanity, and not any political object. were the motives of that expedition. 

Various reasons aro, given to show that thou oljects ‘yet. 000m. 
plished, and the Exnperor’s Government express n desire to Spivions of 
the Powers partica to the Convention of the Sith of 
that part of the Convention which liwits the perl! of ion to 

ith this view the French Government propones to surmnon the Conference 
of tho Representatives of the Powers at the earliest day upon which it oon bo 
assembled. 

To not wish to eater bere info a discunsion of the various reasons for 
Postponing the term fixed by the Convention for tho evacuation of Syrin which 
are given To this despatch 

There ix one consideration, however, which appears to Her Majesty's 

rument of paramount importance, Wjon which their decision moet te 

ded, 

‘Tho resolution to send troops to Syrix was taken pon a sudden emergeney, 
when all Europe was in state of horror and indignation at the intelligence of 
the massacres perpetrated in the Lebanon and ut Damascus. ‘The object af the 
five Powers wax to prevent a renewal of those massacres, and to’show the 
fanatical tribes of Syria that much outrages upou humaaity. could. vot ‘he 
committed without punisbment and reparation, 

At the sume time a Commission wis appointed, ovee which an offioer of 
the Sultan was to preside, or has boon chosen to. previde, to consider and sulvlen 
‘upon the means of pacifying Syria. ‘This Commission was, in the fiest tistance, 
to urge the Sultan's officers to puislt the guilty and to afford indemnity to thet 

Tis fartber duty, nnd, as M. Thocvenel says, the most important part 
of its task was to cllet an propos to the Powers the elements of the How 
arrangement which itis proposed to make, with the eoncurrenoe of the Oltonun 
Government, for the administration of the Mountain,” 

‘The institution of this Cowmision, however, was a measure entirely 
separate from the Convention for sending foreign troops to Syria, and it. hud 
objects of which some were entirely separate and distinet ftom the despatch of 
troops. 
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It appears to Her Majesty's Government that it woold be a grave error in 
point of right and in point of policy, if the five Powers were to confound the 
{Question of forvign occupation and that of the future administration of the 
Mountain, 

Tt sast be recollected that Syria is a province of the Turkish Empi 
The Sultan Is the Sovereign of that country, and not the five Powers. T 
first question to ask, therefore, is whether tle Sultan bas need of foreign troops 
to maintain tranquillity in Syria, “The next question is, bow the Sultan proposes 
to provile for that ceanuillity, and provent x renewal of the massncres of last 
June, 

If the Sultan engages to do this, and if he shows that be has means to do 
it, the question of the continuance of foreign ocenpation st once falls to. the 
ground. Ifthe Sultan will not undertake to secure tranquillity, or if he shall 

ble to provide mcune to do it, farther questions may arise. Tut those 
‘questions would be of the gravest, nature, and until we know the answer of the 
Sitan i is not necessary to anticipate them. Suffice it to say that ualoss the 
tive Powors and the Sultan agroe to renew the Convention of last September, 
that Convention will expire, and the lawful ocoupation of Syria by foreign troops 
inate with it 

consideration of the measares ne foe the permanent pence of the 
‘difficult question, and, as M, ‘Thouvene! ways, #t would be 
determine tho moment when the Commissionors may be able to 

ate to the Powors the result of their lab 


, 
igure o¢ tl 
for the proseat tranquillity of Syria, 
purpose 
PurlvTer Majesty's Government are not prepared to maintain European trope 
in Syvin until means are found of totally preventing for the future those bloody 
‘encounters of hoatile tribes whieh have been for nges the scourge of that country. 
‘They care not whether thove European troops should belong to France or to any 
other oauntry, Her Majesty's Government will not agreo to become respousible 
for the faturp administration of» province of the Sultan by the ageney of foreign 
traps 

"You wl ed this pate to ME. Thouvenl, and ive bla copy of i 

nay te 


(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


Lor Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Recrived Janvary 24.) 
. 0) 
Beyrout, Jenvary 10, 1861. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, 
‘coples of furthor despatches which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambas- 
jor at the Porte, 


T have, &o: 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Anelorure 1 in No. 347. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Sir, Beyrout, Jonuary 4, 1860. 

I HAVE the plewure to inform your Excellency that bis Highness the 
Pusha of Eaypt, in reply t0 a-suzgostion I ventured to make to hint some two 
months ago,-on the strength of the friendly relations which on a former 
‘occasion eubaisted between as, Ins been good enotigh to place at my disposal 
3900 bul of oen forthe bene of the dstesed Chistian of Spi 

ve, Be. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE- 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 347. 
Lora Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Janvary 12, 1861. 

1 REGRET to be obliged to inform your Excellency that 1 have been 
Jately hearing great complaints of the injustice and oppression to which the 
Druses of the Meten, a Mixed district ia the Christian Kaimakamship, are being 
‘mubjected by the Maronite soldiers of Jusef Keram. 

It would appear that about a mouth ago s certain village, called Abediah, 
Was searched for plundered property by Turkish official. After evorything 
Supposed to be stolen bad been restored to the rightful proprietors, an invitation 
‘was addressed to the Christian portion of the community to enumerate all the 
Outstanding debts against their Druse neighbour, and Jusof Keram wus recom 
ended to quarter such a number of his armed followers in the houses of the 
fohabitants ns would insure a speedy satisfaction of tho claims. Such o 
proceeding naturally gave rise to every species of iniquitous exaction  falve 
Accurations were advanced, long-forgotten claims were revived, and a deroand 
2 eveo made for the repayment of lilt alee to bars been contented in 
the days of Mahomet Al. ‘Tho unfortunate poople in vain appealed against s0 
‘monstrous an imposition, ‘The soldicry erected themselves into a tribunal, and 


any one who remonstrated was immediately Imprisoned on the charge of 


complicity in the late massacres. 

‘Aficr everthing they possensed had been squeezed out of the inhabitants, 
the troops moved aver to another village, where they began to repeat a similar 
Process of pillage and extort 

Laokily 1 received, thanke to the vigilance of Colonel Burnaby, timely 
iuteltigence of what wax going on, and having bad the good fortune to gain the 
onfidence of the Christian Kaimakam, such measures have been taken as will, 
{teat prevent for the prevent. repetition of sail enor bat 1 am 
‘anxious to acquaint your Excellency with the spirit which has boen displayed, in 
‘onder that you aay have an ha of the ind of fotore ln store forthe Drasex 
pean they over be handed over to the tender mercies of their Maratite fellow- 

jects, 


[ have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 347, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrowt, January 12. 1861, 

T HAVE the honour to. inform your Excelleney that some days ago th 
jeu wu throw into comb atato by the reat ta a or of duet 
oe ‘Christian Kaimakam, ‘been murdered by the Druses of a village 
4a the Meten. 

Nothi i narrative which renchod ax. 
The place w tho spot where it came out, 
the weapon wherewith the crime was committed. tho motives which hid indoced 
the Druses to slaughter this particular individual, wero minutely described by 
several eye-wit 

Josef Keram, accom) by two Turkish officers, started off wt midnight 
to the scene of the ttagedy : eighteen rounds of ammunition were served ont to 
the French troops quartered at Boyrout ; and for three days society was kept ia 
4 stato of breathles on until Hews should arrive that all those engaged 
in the murder had been condignly punished, 

Tt turns out, however, that the whole story was n gross fabrication, sriving 
ut of the fact that the man in question had heen stmok with a stone by 
the Druse servant of a Christian Emir, whom Just Keram nccuses of haviog 
instigated the assault. 

Tn reference to the above subject I have further to add that, immediately 
60 hearing a rumour of disturbance im the Mountain, Ahmet Pusha went off in, 
person to the spot, leaving orders with a detachment of his soldiers to follow, 
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‘This entey of Turkish troops into the Christian Kuimakamship has been 
considered by my colleagues and by Jusef Keram an unjustifiable infraction of 
the. piilege ‘of the Lebanon. Cousidering, however, the blame which Khoot= 
sheed Pasha bas justly ineurred for hesitating to interfere with troops when & 
collision between “Christians and Druses was to be apprebended, itis scarcely 

prising that his successor should be anxious to show himself more alert 00 & 
ilar o¢casion. 

Jusef Kerim wanted to resign his post, bot from this resolution he has 
boen dissuaded. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 347, 
Lovit Dufferin to Bir H. Buber. 


Sir, Begrowt, January 

L HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 4th iastant 
Fuad Pusha left Beyrout for Moktara, fa onder to preside over the trials of the 
Druse prisoners necusod of murder by the Christian bishops and aotables 

‘On possing through Deir-el-Kamae, his Exeelleney was surrounded by. 
: ing out for blood ; and both here and clewhere 
similar demousteations are being organizad 

Major Frascr writes ine word that his Excellency ix greatly embarrassed by 
the fact of the Christian hierarchy who furaished him with lists of the prosoribed 
having refused to supply the evidence necessary to prove the guilt of thove 
they soousod. ""The whole 17,000," ay they, "are worthy of death, ant 
Not necessary we shoul dosoend to part 

‘On Feeeiving intelligence of this circumstance, 1 reeoun 
Toney to annotince his intention of setting at large all thowe ag 
testimony should be forthcoming, withia the space of a week ; and T have also 
temonatrated with such of my colleagues us enjoy the confidence of the prelates 
‘gninst this wnreavonablo conduct. Tats singe informed that their reluctance 
thus been overcome, and that they have condescended to enter into details. It 
will remain to be seén on the strongth of what testimony these pensonazes have 
been prepared to consign to. tho hands of the exceutioner more than a thousand 
of their (ollow-ereatures. All that I have observed leads ine fo believe that the 
Tists of tho accused are composed in a great measure of names designated either 
by chance of by motives of private animosity. In support of this eanjecture, 1 
niiay mention that T have besn myself compelled to interfere threo several times 
to provent m man known to have heen resident in Beyrout while the disturbances 
were glug 0, tru being cared off to prion on the charge of rurdet st 
Deir-el-Kinmar, roveral other gentlemen of wy acquaintance, Freocb, 

merican, have had aceasion to do the like. 


pursuit and persecution, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CIANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 347. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, January 13, 1361- 


J HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that yesterday 1 had 
very confidential conversation with Jsef Rerum, the Christian Kaimakans. 
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As your Excellency is aware, this individual was originally appointed at the 
Justance of the Frevch Consulate. A short titne previous to his nomination, T 
had been warned against the inexpediency of allowing any ane $0 imuediately 
‘under the influence of another nation to attain such an ost, more 
‘especially as Jisef Keram was supposed to be a tool i 
Tobia. When I found, however, upon inquiry, that the Freneh candidate was a 
person of as much honesty and ability: as any’ One who could be put in competi> 
tion with bim, I considered it would be quite cootrary to the spirit of my 
instroctions were T to allow any feelings of national jealousy to interfere with 
his appointment. 

T'therefare, not only supported his nomination, but took expecin 
give him a cordial reception every time be has called upon me, ‘The conseqaence 
fas been that on each successive visit he his become more intimate in, his 
communications, and yesterday, he at last confided to me hi desire to be guided 
in his fature conduct by my advice, 

‘he cause of this somewhat unexpected demonstration is to be attributed to 
the fact that Bishop Tobia has discovered Keram to be a fess subsecvieot 

i his down. 


right result in the establish 
‘maintenance of the present arrangements in the Mousa 
me to entertain him with false hopes, but that 1 would undertake that if he con 
ducted his Government with moderation and inspartiality, he should rvooive the 
support of bis Kxcellency Fuad Pusha, and that under any circumstances 
retirement from office should never take place except undor honourable circ 


Tia by such frank and open dealing that the contidence of those  pooplo 
js to be won, and I trust that the friendly feolings tho Christiau. Raimaksan has 
thus expressed may result n.his adoptitisa policy of impartiality wnd movterstion 
Towards those whose welfare is inteusted to his change. 

Uae & 
(Sige) | DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Joclosivre 6 in No. 47, 
Lord Dufferin to Bit H. Buber: 


Se, Regront, Jenwary 13, 1861 


Under such circumstances it was hanlly to be expected that any thougbttial 
‘or impartial person should find a pagneon for all che troubles af the Mountain ia 
A plan which should subject this unfortunate people, whose fate under such 
irwumstances has been s0 clearly foreshadowed, to the ruthless domination of 
their exasperated enemies. Yet. such I rezret to say, seems to be the inclination, 
T will not say of M. Béclard, but of his Government, or, rither, of those on whot 
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his Government seems unwisely to depend for guidance and information 
‘concerning Syrian affairs. 

Last Monilay, to my grest surprise, the French Commissioner took advantage 
af one of aur confidential meetings to re-open the question as to what principles 
‘were to guide us in our re-organization of the Lebanon, by proposing that the 
Goverament of the two Kuimakams should be united in the hands of a Maronite 
Prinoe of the Houso of Shehab: and in support of his suggestion he enlarged in 
the first place. on the fhot of its boing our especial mission to render a 
complete as possible the triumph of the Christian element in the Mountain, and 
in tho next, on the golden era which prevailed when the destinies of the Lebanon 
wore previded over by the great Emir Beshir. The Austrian. Representative 
folloncd in M. Bclotd's wike, though his enthusiasm in favour of n Shebab 
Pringe appeared to bo evan more factions than that of hi 

“Although a fittle startled by th 
varianoe with the Articles which by 
Inimelf lind been good erin, 

Teontented mywolf with rr 
tudvance 


mngement which should resnlt ia the 
sgoneral happiness of the united population ; andi et of this interpretation 
Of our aniason T begged to communicate privately. ta Mf Iiclard the statement 
made by M. Thouvonel to Lawl Cowley, as reported in hix Lordship’ des 
Xo. 1,305 10 Lard Joba Russel, to the effect that in his (M. Thouvenel’s) opluion, 
aronites were fest excited to provoke the Druses, and thon the Druses 
‘were stirred tp to masmaore the Muronites; that he Ind no desire the Maronites 
shoubl be hettor treated than the Druses: that both races wore probably equally 
to blaine and equally to be exewsed ; and that the question far the Powers to 
‘cousider was, how these feuds were to be prevented for the future," 
In the next place, I observed, any resuscitation of the Government of an 
Fir Beshir: must prove o disastrous anachroulam,. The Bau 
c energetic: despot, half Mahometan, 1 


ry of a hostile tribe, 

ented by M, Béclard would be tanto: 

the proposition, Had thoro been 

wanting to make me appreciate what the Druses might expect, did 

they onee find themselves in the power of their enemies, the late conduct of the 
Maronite Bishops would have been sulliceat to have opened my eyes. might 
have subjoines, but this romark 1 withhold until pushed to extremities, that the 
dsclonures mae to tna by M, Iiéclard himself, respecting his desire to nee the 
ruse ultimately expelled from the Mountain. as reported in one of way dexputches 
{o your Excellency, would aloce beccine ‘an itwuperuble objection ‘to my 
consenting t0 aay armngrment calculated to facilitate s0 iniquitous an operations 
My sole desir, Ladded, was to arrive nt an impartial arrangement. — 1 bad been 
the first fo admit: the justion of M. Héclard's objection to a continuance of a 
Drnso domination over theit Christian fellow-subjects: Thad even gue 40 far as 
to entertain. subject t0 the approbation of my Government, his proposition t0 
unite, under a single Christian Pusha the double Koiunkamship, provided only 
security was taken that stch a fanctionary should be removed, by the eltcurme 
stances of bis position, frou tation to become the partiean of fanatical 
religionists, or to betray the interests of his Sovereign. But to contique in the 
Mise distr the tyranny of one ravage tribe over the other, even though the 
power Was to pass from the hands of Pagans into that of velf-called Christians, 
was what Tinever could coment to, "The Representative of Prussia. thea 
intimated kis opinion that if the Lebanon were to be governed hy a Christian 
Pasha, be would certainly have consifered it advisable the office should be filled 
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by a person unconnected with the country, and removed from the control of 
sectarian influences. The discussion terminated by M. Novikow contending that 
the executive authority of the Lebanon ought to be indigenons, but alterputing 
every year between representatives of the Maronite and Grek interssts. ‘This 
Suggestion did not scem to meet with much favour at the hands of his 
colleazaes A 

‘On a subsequent occasion I have had an opportunity of ascertaining from 
M. Bédard that lis language at our last mnoting’ rust be attributed to iastrucs 
tous he had just reeeived from Paris, and I am inclined to vhink that the views 
conveyed in them ma pire, rather by. the correspondence 
between M. de Beaufort and the Emperor's Goverament, than by his own with 
M."Thourenel. Unfortunately the Preach General is faclined to listen to the 
counsels of Bishop Tobia ; and Ifear nothing very practical or boneticent is Vkely 
10 issue from such a souree. 

Thave been favoured by my Austrian colleague with even a moro positive 
abnegation of the views his nowly.arrived instructions. had required ‘him to 

fexs wt our last meeting, and ax we have kince revived frou NI. Béclard an 
{nvitation to re-enter upon the discussion of the Articles, I do not think L need 
‘case his proposiion relative 1o the Shel Priscigallty a tine 

Before coveluding 1 may mention that the Russian Commisddoner, on 


iving thot his Castor-and-Pollux system of alternating a Grock with a 
Bincants Keguekacn sve ch ibalg be, pooes ett gavel apicobetion hat 
confided to me that if it wns not for four of his Government, he would be 
prepared to propose a Turkish Pasha for the Lebaion, as preferable to any othor 
arrangement, 


T have decasionally heard, with the same reserve, intimations toa similar 
Meet both from my Austrian and Prussian colleagues 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


No, 348, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. (Received January 24.) 
(No. 51) 
My Lord, Bryrout, January 11, 1861. 
IN continuation of my reply to your Lonlahip's inquiries respecting the 
Population of the Lebanon, 1 beg 10 iraamuil'a Table Mi View-Conoul Nopern 
mas been good enough to draw up from materials supplied to him thom the 
Avstcan and’ English Consulstes. together with his own remarka upon the 
nubject. 
to the numerical proportions of the various communitios, it is 
always to be reoserered tbat the Greek Onalica are'to ‘be considered ua far 
‘more nearly allied to the Maronites in. their religious sympathies and notional 
Interests thao to the Orthodox Grek 
we, Re. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN. AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 344, 
Viee-Coneut Rogers to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, Jomwory 12, 1861. 
HAVE the honour to report that « few days ayo, in eouformity with your 
Londship's instructions, I had the pleasure of an interview with Mc de Weeks 
becker, the Austrian Consul-Gener), who aupplied me with statistics of the 
tion of the Christian and Druse Kaimakamates, which on evamination | 
Road to coiacde very neaey with the information Thad recived clecwhere; 
and that from the Eritish Consulate-Goneral I obtained the statistics of the Anti- 
T have reduced all this information to a tbolar form, which I have the 
honour to transmit herewith to your Loedship. ee 
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No. 349. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received January 24.) 
(No, 54) 
My Lord, Beyrout, January 13, 186). 
1 HAVE. the honour to iaclose copy of the Protocol of the sixteenth 
sitting of the Commission, which wax holden on the 29th December, 1860, 
Thave, &. 
igned) DUPFERIN;AND CLANEBOYE, 


Incloture in No. 349. 


Protocol of the Sileenth Meeting of the Sycian Commisvion, held nt Heyronty 
December 23, 1860. 


LE vingtsneuf Décombre, mil huit cent soixante, tous lex Commissaires & 
Vexception de Fuad Pacha représonté par Abro Kfendl, wnt réunis & Beyrout 
sews Ie prdence de M. Réel, Viee-Prsideat, In stance. est ouverte 8 trois 
hhoures: Le procds-verbal ext Tu ét adopté avec quelques modifieations, 

‘bro. Efendi exprimt an noe de Fuad Puchn le repret que oa Excellence 
Sprouvo de niavoir pu avsister A la séance par suice de von indisporition. Tl 
pov anata etry Tox mals de te Vie Prise e dowie. des tee 
instruction relativer au procds dow oificlers Ottomans et des Cheiks Drusee 
détenus h Beyrout 

Le Comminiaire Frangais, ayant pris connainsance, ainsi que tex colldgues, 
dos jugements, ou pour mienx dire des conclusions sous forme de mpports, 
sounnaes san Rrelenee Fd sha parle Tribunal Rrtrordnale de Heyrout, 
et que son Excéllence a communiquées & Ia Commission dans ta précédente 
stance, TeMarye que ees conclusionis, en ec qui concerne Kourchid Pacha et ler 
autres fonetionnaires ou officers Ottomans, ne provoquent que l'appliation de In 
peine de tn détention dans une. forteresse, tandis que la peine de mort, da 
cea mimes conclusions, est applicable i Said Bey Djomblat et aux autrox Cl 
Deuser. Commo lt plas grande part de responsabilité, en principe, semble 
dovoir peser sur lex antorités Ottomanes, le Comruisalre Francais. organe de 
toute lt Commission, exprime le désir do xavolr on quol eette responwabilte a pa 

veux des juges, let pideos commoniquées par son Excellence 
nissant & ect Gxurd aucune indication satisfaisante, Il invite 
one Abro Efendi A tranuanettre cette interpellation wu Piénipotentiaire Ottomate 

‘Abro Efeodi répond que MM. lex Commisaires trouveront sons doute dant 
te dossier des pidves. qui vient de époser, lex Gcluircinements quills désirent- 

, un devoir de ttre A Fuad Pacha Vinterpellation de 
Hew de eroire que tes explications de son Excellence aatinferont 
‘ntidrement ta Convmission 

M. le Comminalre de Sa Majesté Britannique appetle latteatlon de_ see 
colligues sit In, ndcowté qu'il y nurait, selon Iui, de prendre des précautions 
contre Vapplication négtigente on inintelligente de ta procédure sommaire qu’ils 
ont recomimandée i Fuad Pacha & VGgarl sles peineipaux auteurs des massacres 
‘do Hasbeya, Racheya, et Deirel-Kamar. MM, les Commissaires se mppelleront 
‘que, conforinénvent ine eatente arrésee entr'eax et le Haut Commissaire Ottoman, 
les Chefs religicux dos différentes communauté Chrétionnes fureot invites & 
fournir i son Excelletice Fund Pacha des Yates axiermentécs. conteuant le nom 
des Druises que lent hints responsabilité dans tes 6xénements, ob leur participation 
sux matneres Janes crtonstances aggravates, rendrient pessbles dela 

ine de morte 
Pee"Fin eanflant ux prOae des communnatén Chrtiennes la grave thche de 
cette dénonciation, on etait en droit Wenpérer qu'un juste discernement do leu 
wt adavoiruit Vanimosité vindicative qui emporte trop aatorellerent, dillears. 
Fears trouponns reapectis, e rameneral aux proportions d'une justice Chréenne 
Je tombre de ceux. qui seralent déxignis pour ta peine capitale. Mais it paratt 
we Hon a€ trompait on espérant un tel résultat, ya. que, sur les 8,000 adaltes 
dont compose i population Druse du Liban. 1,600 tates oat Ge demandes 


par cos pomonnages I est vrai que les représentations du. Haut Commissuire 


Ottoman Jes ont déterminées plus tard & réduire le nombre de Jeurs sanguinsires 
Wquisitions, 1 sé 


Hiogias 4 plasieore autres voisins Chrétiens, aveo lesquels it était en relat 
rnalidires pendant Thi et prowva que, le jour du erime dont on. T'accueait, 
Fein plusiours semaines avant ot apite it w'avait pa quits Boyrout 
nfondu par de tele témoignages, Mhabitant do Deir-el-Kamar, tout en 

Botestant contre Vintértt que Yon témoigonit & un Druse, déolarn q 

Wéinterait de aa pourn » Ini donnit une eértaine xom 

Buivo de prix du sang. ort, obligé dabandonner sa réctan 

‘Quaid il fut démonteé, par la confrontation We Vaceusé aveo Ia ferme du défunt, 

eco pétends coupale ait inocent; néanmoins ce malbeareux Chek Drove 
It oblige de Fécounpenser les geadart 

Si un pareil outrage peut étre impunément corumis dans Menceinte méme 
de Beyrout et pour ainsi diro sous les yeux dle Fund Pacha, quelles violences et 
‘Welles injustice, ne doit pas se cotmnetire dan Tes gorges do ls Montagne, oh 
Aucune intluence éelainée, Chrétienne ou Europdenne, ne peut inlervente pour 
mettre up freio dla foreur wengorsae d'une populition, justenion’ indignce sae 
doxte, roals évidemment encouragée par ves Chetk spinitucls & toaintonir, dane 
Toute sa vigueur, Nancien principe du satus pour le aang, 

Ces réflexions depuis quelque temps occupent péaiblement esprit. du 
Commissaire Heitannique, et afin de 4e prémunir Wavitnce contre Maccusation 
avoir en quoi que ce soit participé b Yetfuvion du sang innocent, Lord Dutferin 
ar ir de soumettre & non Excellence Fusd Pacha et i In Comtnission lex 
[Propositions suivantes :— 

1. Qu'aucun Druse ne sera troduit devnnt Je Tribunal Militaire winx dtro 
Accusd davoit aswassing de sang-froid un homme désarné, une femme, oa un 
eafant. 

2. Que fe serment de deux témoins oeulaires solt exigé pour nervir de base 
S toute eondamnation eapitale: 

‘Quien réslant le chiffie des eondamnés & mort. on aur Geurd au nombre 
qui out 66 assassings par les Chrétions, depuis Tarrivée de. In 
‘Commission eo Syrie 2 
Que to degré de I peino capitale appliqués Ala nation Druse serw 
‘moindre que celui qu'on a trouvé suffisant & Danas. 

Abro Bfendi confirme i certains égwrds, por de nouveaux renseignements, 
le appréciations auxqueltes vient de se livrer M, Je Commissaire Britananque, et 
Constate A.son tour que la conduite dex prélats Cheétiens ne parait pas avoir Gi 

née par ee sentient de justice Chrétienne qui devrait ln enractériver. Ils 

bord déoonceé 4,600 personnes, M. le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman o da 

Jour faire remarquer qu'il s'agissait uniquetnent de condamnations & mort, et que 
lo chiffre de leurs dénoncintions n'dtait point en rapport aveo la geavité de eat 
Heine Ts ont alors, ear Vvitation denon Excelence, divi Irie et trois 
Satégorics, comprenant seulement dans la premitre le nox de ceux qui doivent 
tire condamoés au dernier supplice. Cette premidre. categorie reaferme encore, 
Su grand Gonsement du Haut Commissaire da Saltan, le noo de 1,200 
individus, parm lesquets cox Excellence, apres avoir communiqué les projets de 
Seotences, se trouvcra dans le cas de fire exéeuter seulement les plas coupubles, 
En réponse aux observations de Lord Duficrin et d'Abro Efendi, concernant 
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les dénonciations faites par les évéques Chrétiens, le Cominissaire Russe rappelle 
que, conformémient A ce qui a été convenu entre les meinbres de la Commission 
ct son Excellence Fuad Pacha, les principaux coupables devaient étre sj 

par les Chefs spirituels, sur t'indication des Primats Chrétiens cux-aémes: 
En préseatant les eusdites listes, Jes évéques n'ont fait que remplie strictemtent 
le mudat qui leur avait &é coufé, et qui consistait a servir d'intermédiains 
‘entre le Chef du pouvoir exécutif et leurs coreligionnaires. Il leur cut méime 
té impossible de procéder nux dévonciations de leur propre chef, attendu quilt 
Wavaient pas assisté personnellement aux toassaeres. On ne saurait dab ef 
ttucune fagon faire peser sur eux la responsabilité du chitire plus ou moins élevé 
des dénoociations. I y a méme grandement lieu de penser, selon M. le 
Commissaire Russe, qu'ils auront réduit le chifre primitif dex dénonciations faites 
ut leurs oils, hire au dares ies repues dan le pays ex maitre de 
lait pénal, devait sans doute comprendre autant d'accasés quil y avait eo 4 
vietimes. 

Quant & Ja question des condamnations qui seront pronoveées dank Ms 
Montagno, M. Novlkow rappelle que la Comiasion x Gtabli trole eatégorcs de 
coupubles panies lla une pine, Ele a pont le ence, mail ne 
conviendmit ullement dentrer dank les edtails de application, Toutetbie 
M. le Commissaire Russe eroit devoir.ajouter que la seule peine déerétée état 
a mort, il avait été bien entenda que cette peine no serait appllquée quai 
principaux eriminels, et que le tinge deveult étr effectué avec un 
scrupuloux, La népression des Deuves porte on double exractdre: colui d'une 
Deine alictive ot colui d'une mesure préventive, destinge A frapper de Lerreur He 
reste de Ia nation, et A lui servir do legon pour Tavenir. Ca n'est done pa 
‘utant dan Fe oombre que dans le eboix des eoupables et dans la recherebe des 

cos, susceptibles dedonner A Vaouvee de la justice plus de retentimement 

dovra: consinter Y'tfet moral des exécutions. A cette fin, le 

lee villagos mamnes quits habitent, ¢ 

inément, & Ia meme heure, sur tous 

do Iw Montagne, un tel mode de procéder trait de réduine dams 

are le nombre ‘es exdcutions. Dans la pense de M. le 

Commimaire Russe, Vetficacité de Ia répression risultcra moine de application 
de pcines individuelits que d'un ensemble de mesures propres & garuntir Ie 
ys contre Ie renouvllment dw toknescalamits, Dane eet orto ade 
‘eux mesures Ini sembleat impéricusement relamdes par los circonstarices, o'eat 
Tule déaarmenent généeal dela population, qui ve weflectuoait pox suomi 
‘en une fois, mals devrait continver 4 seffectuer sans interruption d'une wanidee 
Permanente ; 2, In soumimion ddfnitive du Hauran, car it n'y aura jamais de 
sécurité récle pour les populations du Liban et des contrées environoantes, tant 
que Jos fautours de désordres seront sits dy trouver une norte dase inviolable, 

Enfin et pour clore Varticlo dew répressions A exercer en consdquence der 
vénements de tn Montagne, M. Navikow fait observer que les garnison® 
Ottomanes do Hasbeyo, Racheyn, ct Deir-el-Kamar, qui ont tivré aux Druses les 
Clirétions placés sous leur protection, sont plas coupablen que les Droset 
eux-mémes. Jusqu'ici on ns puni que Je Commandant de ces garniaous 
M. Novikow eat. davis, et il pense que tous ses collégues. sany exception 
partagent son sentiment a cet Ggurd, que ls ofticiery méme subalternes sont tou 
solidaires de ta trubison commise envers lox Chritiens, et que ce ne serait pas 
trop que de i paren Tos dégradant 

Abro Efendi répond que exe officiers, n'aynnt point, & vrai dire, de response 
bilité directe, puisqu’lls obeissaicut aux ordres de’ chets supérieure, ddl 
coudamnés, n'oat point paru mériter de condatnnation, mais qu'il entre dans let 
vets cu Gouvernment de les doigner tous sans exception. En ce qui cangert® 
ln simultunéité des exécutions dans toutes lox localités habitées par les Druses 
qui seront condaranés, le vary émis par M. le Commissaire Ruse ext entidrement 
‘anformes aux propres intention de Fuad Pacha, 

M. le Commiseaire dAutricho désire que, dans Taewere de ta népression det 
Druses, Fuad Pacht, tout en pratiquant une justice sévére, évite autant que 
wssiblé une trop grande effusion de sang. Selon Iui, lex Représeatants. 

iwances Chritennes me peuvent “que recommander au Plénjpotentiaie 
Ottoman de se montrer avare de la peine de wort. 

M. le Commissaire Prussien ne pent s'empdcher de remarquerque rien dans 

Jn conduite de Fuad Pacha n'autotise & croire qu'il doive outrepasser les borat 
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dle Ja justice. Sa tendance est plutdt de rester en doc’, et quand depuis cing 
mois Fuad Pacha nia pas encore sévi contre un seal Drust, co n'est pas ht 
miséricorde qu'l semble précisément nécessaire de Jui recommander. 
M. Béclard est davis que la Commission est allée aussi loin que porsilile 
dans la'voie du sentiment Chrétien, quand elle a décidé que la repression des 
Faccompliait surtout en vue de Taveni, et que Fon ait neulemest 
frapper trois categories de coupables: les onganisatcurs du massacre, les chet de 
andes, et les assassine qui ont commis les plus révoltantes atrocites Cette 
triple formule circonscrit dans des limites suffisamment étrotesI'ccuvre de justice 
confie a Fuad Pacha depuis plusicurs mois, et qui vient A peine d'éte 
commences. Dans une telle occurrence, M. le Commissaire Francaix pense que 
Jn Commission pourrait tout au plus se borner i rapper AM, le Pénipoteniie 
Ottoman les termes do Vontante qui s'est cablie A cet égurd entre touk les 
membres de ls Commission, et dont mention a été faite dans le procés-verbal de 
MW séance du 14 Novembre. Depuis lors, il next surveau aucun incident qui 
Puisso déterminor la Commission & se déjuger, et proposer de nouvelles bases 
4 ln répremion des Druses. 


intervenu dans ba éance du 14 
mort. 

M. le Commissaire Prossien appetle Inttention de Ia Commission eur la 
maniére irreguligre et illusoite dont s'opére A Damas la mosure du désarwement. 
M. Novikow constate que, lors da voyage des Commimairos 4 Damas, d peine 
1,500 armes wvaient ét6 recoeillion, M. Tiéclued fait observer que, tant’ que Tes 
agents do I"Autorité ne eroirant pax pouvoir pénétrer dans le harcan, lox perquisi- 
tions dank les maison» Musulmanes ne donneront aucun résultat M. de 
Rebfoes est d'avis que Ton devrvit, sur an avertissement préalable, faire évacuer 
momentanéiment la. partie des masons Musulinanes réservée aux foaies pout y 
procéder aux. perquisitions, et que, ai cette opération rencontenit. trop do 
Aiffcultés, on devrait lever sur Damas an impit foreé darmes et de munitions, 
Lord Dufferin insste sur l'atlité de Io mesure do désarmement qu'il ert esentiel, 
selon lui, dopérer partout, i Damnas et dans Ia Montagne. MM. les Commixe 
saires, en terminant cette conversation, reconnaissent tous ununiimement que les 
deux mesures du désarmement et de Vimpit extraordinaire & Danas sont de la 
plas haute importance. Ils expriment de nouvenu ik cct égnrd Je profond regret 
que leur inspire la récente décision prise par la Porte, ct los ajournonotte 
funestes qu'elle eotraine. 

La séance est lovée & quatre heures et trois-quarts. 


(Suiveot les signatures.) 


No. 330. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. ~(Receiged Janwary 24,) 
Meio Pe, 
My Lord, Begrowt, Jonvary 13, 1861. 
L HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship copy of a despatch T 
have just received from Major Fraser, in which he details at greater length some 
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of the facts with which have ubresdy acquainted your Londship relative to his 
Excellency Fund Pasha’s proceedings in the Mountains, 
_Lbave, &e. 
(Sign) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Taclosure in No. 50. 
Major Fraser to Lard Dufferin, 


‘My Lord, Mokhidra, Janwary 10, 1861. 

ALTHOUGH the service in conncetion with which I hed the honour to 
accompany Fuad Pasha into Mount Lebanon is bat commencing, 1 feel it 
necomnry tat your Lavy shoul be ifared ofthe progres of eres, the 
nore sosthit Obstacles, the nature of which I shall immediately explain, are 
boeing mised to his Excellenoy carrying out the final punishment of the Druse 
prisoners in the manner decided by the Ruropean Contnission 

Between 700 and $90 prisoners had been collected at this centre from the 
varios Druse districts of Lebanon. and Anti-Lebanon—persons who had heen 
dlonounced in lists sent in by the Chiefs of the different Christian sects, as 
having tke part, we actors or directors, in the recent massacres, His 
Excellency: desiring to select for capital punishment a. limited number of thon 
toad dstingued threes by act of expel try, caused Mined 
Commision of Civil and Military officers to be formed here, for the purpose of 
‘conducting preliminary examinations with n view to such a selection, 

When this Commision called upon the Christians present to indicate those 
they cousilered most guilty. and to give their evidence la support of xuch 
‘acoumation, the Chriatisns, as a body, refused cither to indicate of to give 
evidence against particular prisoners on the general ploa that all were guilty 
rund denerving of death. Successive parties of Christians who have arrived here 
Ihave mde the same reply. 

have now discovered aft evnisary in this village, who waylays witnesses 
coming to give evidence regarding the murder of theit relatives, and induce 
them to withhold this, recommending them, instead, to lay it before the heads 
cof their moot at Heyrout : otherwise, that the Government will only put few 
Brame to death, thas depriving the Christians in gener ofthe fll ation 
they desire. 

|L was nbout to arrest this ‘who ix a man of superior intelligence ; 
but, on further consideration, [thought that by Gading ewployment for bios 
‘could defeat his purpose, and at the ane time ase him as a means of commuie 
cation with tho direators of this movement. [have adopted this plan, and have 
tried to convince hi—] hope with some success—thit by the course the 
Chratian ar adopting they wil utterly dent their own objet 

T have requested hitn to inform his principals that if no evidence be brought 
before the Court, which will shortly commence fortoal trial, the prisoners tust 
soo Cas ee oo that tigated 

un inion that this movement hus been instigated by Chiels 
‘of eect at Boyrout, “nthe probable hope, Ifa summary and sweeping condewmna- 
tion be not made, of being thus eoabled to demand the expolsion from Lebanon 
‘ofall those denounces by thot, amounting in the fist ist to 4,900 ; and even 
in the second—the first having hoon rejected by Fuad Pasha as ulterly unreason~ 
able--to some 2,000 individuals, including nearly all the principal persons 
among the Druses. 

His Excellency some days ago desired that at least two persons should be 
vont hithor by each village from which prisnuers have been taken, and who werg 
cognizant of the alleged crimes, Should these witnesses arrive to-day, ax is 

cher hoped than expected, the triuls will commence to-morrow, the examina- 
shaving terminated last evening <j 
wwe myvelf been coudueting an inquiry among the Druse prisoners, and not 
without succem in the hope of thas obtaining taarmation witch may hereatet 
serve 10 feat such other evidence 9 mas be offered. I have had several coaver= 
vations with Druses since iny arrival bere regarding their past culpable acts und 
thelr peesent position, 


state, in exculpation of their conduct, that the war was not com 
Ioenced by th Drover be by the Christians, whe would have attacked ther 
is il they were either entirely extirpated or driven out of Lebanon 5 
‘abd that, had the Christians succeeded in getting the Druses in their power, her 
Trould have ncted precisely as the Drases have done to them—an assertion which 
fertaialy derives colour from assertions to the same effect recently made to ‘ine 
“hristians themselves, < Z 
aoe pra urer at, nba o ray panhment ht thos fie 
has been very sovere, amounting to upwards of 1,000 killed, besides very many 
‘Wounded, not only during the continuance of hostilities, but also since the arrival 
of French troops in the Mountain, accompanied by Christians, who have utterly 
Pilled their villages, and murdered, in cold blood, such inhubitants as they 
‘could lay their hands upon. oe aif 
“They have affered to produce detailed lists, in proof of these assertions. 
Should those be thruished, J shall daly transmit them for your Lordship's 
lwformation. 
— Lhave, &6. 
(Signed) "A, 'T. FRASER. 


EEE EE 
No. 351. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —{Receieed Janwary 24.) 


No. £6.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, Janwary 13, 186), 

[ HAVE the hooour to transmit to your Lordship copy of w despatch T have 

Jose received from Mr, Wrench, Acting Consul nt Damasous, rlative to at alleged 

foray of Druses frou the Hauran oa a village in the neighbourhood of Damascus, 

+ confirmation of the report before receiving 


hecowsity of restoring 
these rumours £0 ob 
ate the eeu 
hin, fresh pani wil be comms 
‘supplied to the Freoch for pro 
twin advancing into the interior. - In order to prevent 
‘Mfects Hkely to. result from this last incident, T have suggested to the Turkish 
Commissioner the expedioney of placing General Kmoty in temporary nd 
fof the troops stationed in the neighbourhood of the Hauran, and 1 have further 
subynitted to his consideration whether it might not be powsble to take into his 
Service four of five regiments of Swiss mercenarics. Such a description of troop 
Wrould be duly sulyorvient to the Gozerament, nnd at the sume thie would inspire 
the Christiane with confidence, The only diexdvantage attaching to thelr 
‘employment would arise from the necessity of their being occasionally pald, 
Ta connection with this subject L may mention that a few days ago 200 
Fronch sldieey arrived, at Bayroat ftom Alexandria, whither they hal gon ot 
cit way to Chinn. ‘The officer in command hearing that peaco had been 
oda on ie Mn reponse, ii sai, dcteruined to. Wad hie detec 
ment to the standard of General de Benufort, ‘This circumstance seems to have 
t good deal disturbed Fund Pusha, as your Lordship will porccive by the 
focloned despatch which Major Fraser has addressed to 1m at hix Excellency 
request. 5 es 
je very much to be regretted that his Eacelleney sbould have een #0 
lithe wacostul in reoring  wuwe of secuniy to the Chetan popriation of 
the province. Whetber itis from incompetence, of front a want of money, oF 
from uncertainty as to what hie future relations are tobe with, Constantinop! 
it i abvions the ‘Turkish Cotomissioner has afforded. plowsible occasion of 
‘complaint to those whose interest it ia to eriticize the prosrest of his adininistra- 
Gon. ‘Nevertheless, Tam still of opinion the country is safe. With Fuad 
at Trmmaeeas, with General Kmety ia the Mountain, and Omer Pasha. a very 
{ntellicent Cireassian officer, wt Aleppo, of wherever his services may be required, 


novhing very bmegolar ean éccur. Above all things ifthe Porte would authorize 
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a handsome indemnity to be distributed to the sufferers of Damascus and the 
Lebanon, a feeling of security would return, and all excuse for the French 
ceupation would cease. As itis the officers attached to the expedition seem t® 
look forward to a continuaoee of their stay, more especially sitce the arrival of & 
letter from the Emperor, addressed through the General to the army, in which, 
‘ter condoling with them on their forced inactivity, His Majesty talks of theie 
‘mission to hold in awe the fanaticism which had arisen, “et qui ‘existe encore,” 
in Syria. 

T have already written so much on the important subject of the oceupatioa 
that it is not necessary I should on this occasion trouble your Lordship with any. 
further observations, 

Nothing bas occurred of late to alter my former impression 
Lordship will be able, far better than any one here, to determine what 
done, I will merely add, in reference to any remark of M. Thouvedel’s 

it is an idle to allege the reparation of ruined vill 
ich army remaining in the Mountain. My provious despatabes 
will have acquainted your Lordship in what w languid manner M. de Beaufort's 
roldiors have addressed thenwelves to this task, and such u statement only, 
‘on the professed desire of the authorities here atid at Pais to 
Emperor's troops from Syria 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Incloxure 1 jn No. 351. 
Acting Consul Wrench to Lord Dufferin, 


My Loid, Damascus, January V1, 186}, 1°90 va 


1 AVAIL smyself of the departure of an express ftom the French Consulate 
to Jnfora your Lordship of an event that has just oxeurred, and bas taken every 
‘one by surprise 

Laat night, the Christians of Sahniyeh, a village two hours to the aouth of 

ious, Were Aswernbled in the house of the Christian Sheikh of the villagt, 

‘8 Draxe came in, and informed them that they had better flee, as his 
co-religiouists, ‘who had escaped to the Haarin, were returning to take the 
property they had left in tho village. The Christians believing: that the object 
of the Druses was to massacre them, fled jimmediately to Darya, one hour roo 
Darnascus, 

‘They ‘had left the village about halfan-hour, when about 200 horsemen 
arrived there, composed of the Drusey of the Haurin, and refugees from 
Ashrafich nnd Sabniyeh, who plundered all the property of the Christians, aud 
‘wade off to their strongholds. 

These Druses, if coming straight from the Haurkn, must have passed bY 
the bridge of Kesweh, where a strong force of troops is posted. _ 

‘Neither the Vali, Mushie if of the Police were aware of this outrage 
noon to-day. ‘The Mushir when informed would not believe it, us he said the 
Druses could not pass the strong cordon of troops in thet direetion. 

‘Your Lordshi 

ea 

ake afright at t ‘sit does, that the villages in the 

« Darius safe from attacks by the Druses, 

i the Christians of the outlying villages will fee 

hither, and that the Christians of the city will do thelr pear adetal to 
Boyrout, k 

‘The French Acting Consal is reporting this occurrence to his Comtiasionet 
by the present opportunity. 

‘The presence of bis Excellency Fund Pasha would do much to diminish the 
fears of the Christians. 

1 have, Se. 
(Signed) "WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 351. 
Major Proser to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Mokidra, Janunry \0, 1861, 

FUAD PASHA hos handed me a document, addressed by the Chief of the 
French Staif to his Excelleney's Secretary. angouncing the arnwval, at Deyrout, 
of a French detachment of 260 mea, being m portion of the Chinese Eypedition 
detained at Alexandria, and ordered thence to Syria. * 

‘Ap the Plate eppena daattoon yous Exoetizncy eboalé bs inforiaail of bis 
views on this occurrence T do myself the honour of recording these, as expressed 
last evening, and of thmamitting therewith a copy of Colonel Oxtnond’s not 

His Excellency not only considers, any attempt, more particularly on 
grounds of so unsatisictory a character, to wil to the force of the French 
‘contingent in Syrit, already in excess of the numbers to which it was limited by 
the recent Convention, to be a direct breach of the engagement ¢ 
that oceasion by the five Powers in alliance with the Po 
is especially to be deprecated nt n moment when the 
troops is so calculated to excite n feeling among tl 
to prove injurious both to the wuthority of the Sultan's Gover 
fature tranquillity of the country. 

V have, &e. 
(Signed) A. J. FRASER. 





No, 382. 


Earl Cowley to word J, Russell—(Reeeived January 26.) 
(No. 186.) 
My Lord, Paris, January 25, 1861, 

M. THOUVENEL bas informed me that tho Prossian Minister bas 
communicated to him # despateh from the Prussian Minister for Foreign Atlas 
relative to the prosent tate of things in Syria, 

{cording to M. Thourenel th despatch the wpontaneovs efuslon f-the 
Cabinet, is a complete counterpart of his own to M. de Flahavlt of the 
at, a copy of which Is inclosed in your Londship's despatch No. 108 of 

yesterday's date, which I had the honour to receive this morning, 

M. de Schlcinitz, according to M. Thouvenel, distinctly states that. le will 
not take upon himself the responsibility. of recommending the departure of the 
French troops from at the period fixed by the Convention of the Sth 
‘of Septernber lst. 

' T have, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No, 353, 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 


‘(eparnte.) 
My Lord, Forcign Office, Jonuary 97, 1861. 

1 HAVE to instruct sour Excellency to communicate to Prince Metternich 
ay despatch No. 108 of the 24th instant, containing the views of Her Majesty's 
Government on the points put forward in M. Thouvenel’s note to the Count de 
Flabault of the 18th instant, respecting the continued military occupation of 
Syria. 

“Your Excellency will act in concert with Prince Metternich in any steps 
which you may take relative to the assembling of the Conference on this 
question, and you will irite the Turkish Ambassador to uct in coneert with you 
and the Austrian Ambassador. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





























No. 354. 


+ Baron Schleinite to Count Pourlales.—{Communieated to Lord J. Russell by 
Count Bernstorff, Jonuary 28.) 


M, le Coute, Berlin, le \G Jancier, 1861. 

J'AT ow Vhonneur de receroir le rapport par lequel vous nows rendez compte 
dune conversation que your avez euo avec M. ‘Thouvenel sur les affaires de 
Syrie et notmément sur In question de savoir si les circonstances exigent une 
prolongation des déluis stipulés dans Ia Convention da 5 Septembre pour Ia 
‘durée de occupation Frangaise. 

M. le Ministre des. Affaire iéme sujet dans une 
Aéptche adresséo. lo 2 de cv m0) ‘Tour MAuvergoe, que 
jai Uhonsteur de vous tranamettre ci-joint en eople. Vous verres, par cet 

Paris, en rappetant quo crest 

nition du 3 Septembre quill 
Vexpédition militaire en Syrie, déslare que c'est A elle aussi_quil appartiendrait 
do provoquer une entonte sar Jes melications que Ia dite Convention pourrait 
avoir is 

Pour exprimer en connaistance de cause une opinion “aFrttde'd cet Gard, 
i faudea fié plux que nous le sommes encore sur W'état evel dex 
choses en Syrie, et nur les consequences probables que Je départ des troaper 
Fraogaises pourrait entrainer, D’aprés nos renseignements Ia paeificution dv 
Pays ne parait cependant pos, & Theure qu'il est, suffisanment assurée pour 
qui soit penis deepérer qu'il pourrait die A présent et sans danger étre 
abandoned & Jui-méne. 

Selon nous il serait dévienble quiavant de faire cesser Toceupation 
Franguise, In ouvelle organisation politique da pays fat acheyée et eit poor 
Je moins un commencement d'exécution. ignore ai jusqu'au terme wasigné par 
Ja Contention du 6 Septembre & occupation Francaise an tel résultat pourra 
dtr obteta. D'ua eité, le Cubinet du Roi, pour sn part, no saurait done 
Youloie ni avsumer ni partager Ia responsabilité dex dangers dont To. départ 

ré des troupes Prangaises pourrait menacer Vordre et In tranquillité de 


dle Kautre, UL est davis que In présence tte cos trovpes en. Syrie, 
He se fonde sur on arrangement survenu entre lex grandes Pulwances ot 
Porte, ne'aauait étre prolongée am delh du terme fixé par cot 
rmunigeent quien vertw d cl tous lex Gouvernements signataires 
de la Convention du 3 Septembre nuraient donne tear adhesion, 
: Veuillea, 86, 
Sign)" SCHLR 


No. 


Mr. Fane to Lori J. Russell—( Received January 28.) 


(No. 63) 
My Lond, Vienna, January 24, 186}. 
IN obedience to your Lordships instructions 1 have read to Count Rechbeng 
‘your Lordship's despateh addressed to me No, 14 of the 16th instant. Us 
Excellency interrupted my readiog of that despatch several times, in onder to 
‘express his concurrence in the views it embodied, and. bis appreciation of the 
sogent reusoning by Which they were supported. There was not « single phrase 
‘hich called forth nny expression of dissent on the part of Count Rechbetg. 
Wher { had concluded ng ofthe despatch, his Excellency reqvested 
ane to convey to your Lordship the expression of his best thanks for the com 
munication { bad been instructed to make to him, and to add that he sbaced the 
ticws exposed in it, and was desirous to act in complete accord with Her 
Majesty's Government on the question of the occupation of Syria by foreign 
iroaps: fs 
“Tlearn from the Turkish Atbassdor that Count Itechberg informed ito 
cof the substance of your Lordship's despatch, and of bis entire concurrence 
with the views of Her Majesty's Government on the subject of which it 
Treats, 


,, Prince Callimachi has stated to me that he had reccived communications 
direct from Fuad Pasha, in which he asserted that the prolonged presence of 
French troops in Syria was calculated to aggravate, instead of to appease, the 
‘animosity of the hostile tribes, and that the means at his command were arwply 
‘sufficient to enable him to maintain the peace of the province without any 
foreign aid 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) JULIAN FANE. 





356. 


Mr, Lowther to Lord J. Ruseell.—{Received Jonvary 28,) 
(No, 47.) 
My Lord, Rerlin, Janwary 26, 1861 

IN conversation this morning with Baron Schleinitz, 1 infortned hin it was 

if the stay of the European troops in Syria was 

ry by the Ottoman Government, it was the duty of the 

Minister for Forcign Aflnirs to address. the Five Powers to express the 

pinion of Turkey ns to the, safety of the Christians in Syria, or to xpecify the 

rantocs he would offer to seoare them against a renewal of massacre, His 

xcellency entirely agreed with your Lordship's opinion ; but I understood hitn 

to say the French Government was about to address a communication on the 
subject to the Great Powers. 

‘The Turkisly Minister, a fow days sinco, informed Boron Schleinite of th 
desire of his Government for the speedy romaval of the troops from Syria. 
Baron Schleinitx, expressed the opinion of tho Prussian Government as not 
‘opposed to the evacoation, 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) W. LOWTHER, 





Na 357. 


Sir H, Duboer to Lord J. Rusvell.~(Reerieed Janwary 29.) 
(No. 50.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Fenuary 18, 1861. 

AS I knew the great repagnance the Porte would feol to nae a Governor 
of Syria for ten years, and that ony arguments f could individually use in favour 
of this course would be unavailing, I thought it better to givo. your Lordships 
Views every weight by informing Aali Pasha frankly of what you had written to 
Mme on the subject, and I ought not to disguise from your Lordship: that the 

nguage His Highness used on this occasion was very decided. Tn fhet, he sald, 
auch an arraneement was a severance of Syria from the Enipire, and that the 
Porte would only consent to it ax a consequence of force, which it would resist 
to the best of ith ability. 

As Loni Dufferin’ diminished the term to five years, 
have with your Lordship, 1 thought it 
ter not to compromise the subject further by discussion here for the moment, 
‘and to leave it to your Lordship to state to ML. Musuruis what, on hearing. the 
Parte’s objections, may be your final opinion, 1 felt it, however, at the salne 
time, my duty to state clearly the view which Her Majesty's Government had 
taken as to the syvtem of Dribery and Corruption existing af Constantinople, and 
the manner in which Pashalics were granted ; and 1 should judge from "Aali 
Pasha’s language that he will give your Lordship his firm deml ¢ to the 
Accuracy of the statements which your Londship has received, at least hs for hs 
the present time is concerned, on this subject ; nnd profess his willingness, on 
‘ny case of bribery being proved, to advise ‘the Sultaa to inflict the most 
Summary punishment on the delinquents. Tam myself obliged in justice to 
‘ay that Ubelieve a great deal of exazgeration bas existed. on this matter, and 
that the stories circulated at Pera and elsewhere aro not to be implicitly believed. 
1 do not, however, mean to deay that very improper appointments are not very 
frequently made. “I too frequeutly complain of appointments, not to lnvo my 
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opinion recorded in an opposite sense ; but I am inctined to think when the 
choice of a Pasha unfitted for his situation is made, that this is generally to be 
attribated to influence of other kinds, and not to be considered as the fect of 
money given or taken by the higher officials. I think, notwithstanding, that 
it would be advisable that the person charged with reorganizing Syria should 
have very extensive power, and that the duration of his office, unless some 
serious cause for displeasure or dissatisfaction arose, should be fixed. 

‘There is also an article in Lord Dufferin’s recent propositions, that of placing. 
tho Christian subjects of the Porte in Syria under foreign protection, to which 
the Porte would undoubtedly have grave objections; nor am I aware how your 
Londshiyy would view this measure, since its consequences would be very exten 
sive, nnd would be opposed to the general policy which Her Majesty's 

hns hitherto pursued ia tho East. 

Upon the whole the most practical course wcems to me that the Porte 
should stato its own intentions, which will thea have to be discussed by the 
Great Powers and the Commissioners, and I should trust that on many essential 
points all partios may agree 

With respect to what your Lordship observes ns to the absolute necessity 
of the Porte providing adequately for the tranquillity of Syria, 1 have not 
disguised from the Ottoman Government that any failuro on its port in this 
respect would be equivalent to the loss ofall further xupport from Her Majesty's 
Government: As to the means now at ite disposal for providing adequately 
such tranquility, 1 do not like, not being on the spot to hasard any opinion 
tmy own on auch a subject, but [have very great faith in Lord Duiferin's jadg- 
‘ment, and would be inclined to take his opinion as conclusive. 

‘At the same time T think if the Porte were to increase the number of 
foreign regiments it has in its seeviee, ond maintain ® certain force of this 
desorption io Syria, auch a measure might furmiah an additional guarantee 0 
thoxe other measures which it is alrady prepared to take, and to which E 
‘alluded in ny recent communication, Nor do T at preseut’ think it would be 
vory diffcalt to get the Porte to give this security, if Hoe Majesty's Commissionce 
cetned It advisable, and Her Majesty's Government authorised mo to recou 

i it 

In short, my general notion is that Aali Pasha and the Grand Vizier would 
be induced to adopt any reforms in Syria that did not tend to separate that province 
from the Empire at large, and which might be adopted ax genoral improvements 

the other parts of the Sultan's dominions, but I think they will very strenuously 

nd obstinately oppose the establishment of any condition of things ia Syria 
that would be likey to Wd to this Provioce. assimilating itselt to the pocallat 
situation of Raypt and the Danubian Provinces. 

Te veems to me better to state this to your Lordship at once, and without 
Teserve, but at the same time T shall not fail tounge upon this Government, 
with all the ability in my power, whatever views your Lordship, who is so muuch 
Utter ble to form an option, way ltinaely form, and lastrt ie to enfore 

ave, Ke. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


0, 35 
Memorandum communicated by M. Musurus, January 29, 186). 


IL, résulte dane déptche  t 
Pacha i Ambassadeur de Turquie & Lo 
lo Cabinet les Tuileries a proposé A Ja Sublime Porte de convoquer Ia Conérene® 
i offet de décider la question do savoir si Iéracuation de la Syrie doit te 
elfectuée a Vexpiration du terme fixé par La 
pron Vous n'ignorez, pas,” aj 
Mo 


‘onmaitre immédiatement ot par le télégraphe au Ministdre Impérial, quelle = 
Vopinion du Cabinet Britannique sur la réanion de la Conférence, et, si cett 
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Conférence ait: convoquée, jusqu’a quel point Ja Sublime Porte pourrait. compter 
Sarum rsultat couforme ison désir de faire coswer Vétat- de choses actucl en 


Syme. 
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1e Ambassador of Her Majesty 
of the 


January 29, 1861 
= a 
No. 360, 
Lord J. Russell to Karl Cowley. 


(No. 120, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Forcign Offer, January 29, 1861, 

T HAVE reveived your Bxcelleney's despatch No, 136 of the 26th instant, 
reporting that M, Thouvenel had informed you that the Prussian er had 
communicated to him a despatch from his Goveramont on the question of pro- 
Tonging the military occupation of Syria, which despatch, M, ‘Thoovenc! states, 
is a complete counterpart of his Bxeellency's note to Count Plahwult, a eopy of 
‘which was inclosed in my despatch No, 108 of the 24th instant. 

‘On this subject I have to state to your Excelleney that Count Bernstorf? has 
communicated tome confidentially capy ofthis despatch and ¥ ow tenet 
it confidentially to your Excellency.* 

compel 30m FT. Bernat cox not ede the 
responsibility of advising that the Prench troops should evacuate Syria, but that 
Hay Power objected to the renewal of the Convention the Fronch occupation 
‘would cease as 8 matter of courre, 

Lam, &o 
(Simed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No, 161, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell (Received January 29.) 

(No. 152) 
My Lont, Paris, Janvary 28, 1861. 

VARIOUS circumstances have prevented my communicating to M, ‘Thou- 
venel before to-day your Lordshi teh No. 108 of the 24th inatant, which 
Contains the answer of Her Majesty's Government to his Exeellency’s despatch 
fo Count Flabault of the 18th instant relative to the evacuation of Syrit, 

‘M-Thouvenel said that be must have the despateh translated before he spoke 
‘to me officially upon it, but be noticed at once with expressions of satisfaction 
the moderate and friendly tone which pervades it. He admitted the correetness 
‘of your Lordship's statement that ‘the institution of the Comanission sent to Syria 
‘ras a measure entirely separate from the Convention for sending foreign troops 
there, and that t had objects of which some were entirely separate nd distinct 
from the despatch of troops; but still he said there wax s0 much connection 
between the institution of a regular Government and the establishment of order 
and peace, for which latter object, according to the terms of the Convention, the 
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troops hd been sent, that be could not entirely separate the one from the other. 
He could state most solemnly that thase who supposed that there was any desire 
on the part of the Emperor or of his Government to prolong indefinitely the 
‘occupation of Syria were entirely mistaken.“ Our feeling,” he said, “is simply 
this: that we shall bring our troops away, leaving the people we went to protect in & 
worse position than before the late occurrences. ‘The Mountain thea had at 
ulninistration ofits own founded on an, arrangement between the Five Powers 
and the Porte. At the present momeat there is no Government at all, except 
the supreme power of the Ports. All that we desire ia, that before we go\a 
Goverment may be installed, which sholl not place the Maronites in a. worse 
position than they were. We shall then have dove all that under the cireum- 
stances it was possible to do, and we can defend ourselves before the Catholic 
world, should fresh atrocities ensue; but if, in consequence of the departure of 
ttoops, there ies renewal of the massacres the, whole blace wil all on ts. 
ino post that arrives frou Syrin that does not bring petition upon 
nperor for continued protection, and it ia difiult to abandon, 
© people who havo-at all times looked to us, for T will not deny 
that we place certain value in the preservation of our inflence over the 
fonites.” 

1 replied that it wos n question whether the cof French troops was 
not rather a hindrance than a help to any settlement, On the one hand, the 
Maronites, reckoning: on French protection, put forth the mast extravagant 
pretensions; on tho other, the Druses were naturally much iritated, and unwilling 
cameo terms M.Towseel anrwerd hate fl th justice ofthis remark, 

nit be could assure we Ive had no desire to aupport the exaggerated hopes of the 
Maroniten, Lot the Commission gree seth Puad Patka upon» syptem of 
government, he eared not what (¢ might be. provided the privileges axxured jn 
18415 were malatained, and he should be perfectly satisfied, But until this should 
‘ye accomptished he atll trusted that the evacuation might not be insisted upon, 
If the Commission would really set to work, a very short time ought to bring 
‘this alfuir to.a conclusion, He did not see’ why 3 Government should wot be 
installed before, or at all events very soon alter, the commencement of March, 
particularly if orders were sent to the Cotomiioners to hasten their work, o if 
tho Porte fele that the withdrawal of the troops depended upon. its wecomplish- 
tment, Let the Inbours of the Commission be limited to the future administration 
‘of the Mountain alone, and there needknot be any great delay hn bring Uae to 
4 prctical conclusion, 

But, 1 objected, the Porte may insist on the evacuation of Syria at the period 
stipulated by the Convention, What then ? 

“Why thea," replied M. Thouvenel, "the troops roust gos of that there can 
eno doubt. Without the Porte's assent they cannot remain, Atalleveuts,” he 
‘concluded, let us discuss this question calinly when the Conference meets, If itis 
decided against our wishes, we ahall rogret it, but we sball rexpect the decision,” 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 





No. 362 
Karl Cowley to Lart J, Russell. (Received January 29,) 


(No, 156, Confidential 
My Lord, Pore, January 98, 1861. 

THAD the honour to recwive fate oh Saturday night a few outograph lines 
from the Emperor, indosing despatch from Gederal Benatar to the Minister 
of War, dated Beyrout, the 12h instant, in which General Beaufort calls at 
great length the attention of his Government to the preseut state of Syria, and 
Concludes that it would not be advisable to withdraw at the present moment the 
drwy sehieh be commands. 

‘The Emperor, in his leter to me, expresses the wish that I should endeavour 
to prevail on Her Majesty's Government to rezard this inatter in an equitable 
light, to adopt ao organization which will prevent a renewal of the massacre of 
the Christians, and he wil! then, le says, be very glad to withdraw his troops. 
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Thad a copy taken immediately of General Beaufort’s despateli, which your 


Loniship will find inclose. cs 
Bat Thad further to determine whut course I sbonld take myself: ‘The 
most disagreeable, andl Yet matters 

ate that { did not 


deem it expedieat to refuse altogether (o bea channel of communication between 


lis Majesty and your Lordship. 
Fe ee sats np und any pr 
exaggerations of real facts, and 20 many assertions at varianen-with the reports 
received by Her Majesty's Government, that I abandoned the fist ile 1 hao 
answering the Emperor's commanication in writing, but I have request) His 
Majesty to grant me an audience, when Ycan discus the whole matter wih bi, 
Beridos endeavouring to show the Emperor that the reports of Geucra 
Beaufort are ot implicitly to belied pon, Tahal, upon the govern questo 
make use of those arguments with which your Lordship bas furnished me in 
{your despate No, 10S of the 24th instant. Aine 


(Signed) COWLRY. 


Inclowure in No, 62. 
General Beaufort to the Minister of War 


‘M. te Maréchal, Aeyrout, te 12 Janvier, 1861 

LE rapport quo j‘ai cu Phonneur de vous adrewer le + Novembre dernier 
résumait ler révultnts obtenus pur les opérations du corps expéditionnaire dane 
Ja Montagne, Jos tnesures prises pour biter la reinstallation des Chritions avant 
Thiver partout ot notre action directe pouvait sétendre, et le difficultén de tous 
Tes instants suscitées par lor agents ‘pour empécher Io bien que nous 
cherchions & faire. TI exposait ensoite Ia misire dex populations Chedtionnes 
pour le présit, leurs preoccupations pour Vavenir, Iw nsoeeité dy mottro. un 
terme, ot enfin les moyens qui me parsinaient pouvoir Otro employes pour arriver 
elm cx dégabrsagccnves vous tty au count dete de 
incidents qai se sont produits, Je cruis néanumoins nécossair st 10 
paralt se prdoccuper de Ia sotation de Ia question de Syrie, do met 
fous vos yeux le tableant exnct d'une situation que ne fernit que siaggraver 
Ja dégageait promptement d'une Inoertitude qui oralise Jes Chrétiens: 
fencournge les mauvaises dispositions de l Dans le Lito rien na 
&é fait en debors de ce que nous ‘ even mnt es fr 
des Tures pour paralyscr votre action, A Vheore qui ext t- Gouvernemen 
‘Ontoaan, qui devait punir lex coupables et seoourr les victimes, oe pout encore 

aver ‘par aucui fait séricux mt sinoérté, loruque. cherehant & écarter 
Fintervcation de I'Europe et le conrours de ht France il promettuit just 
réparotion: Pour le chhtiment, avcan dé Chefs Deuren arrités le 21 Septembre 
nia encore été condaniné, lorvque leur eulpabilité remort dvidente pour tous de 
Tear couduite pendant les massacres, et nude peut prévoir, bien que leur procs 
dure depuis trois mois, Ie sort eésorvé A Khoorehid Pacha, & Tahir Pacha, et 
ax atresaaeas Tres graverent compris wfmllment acca 

is ie desévir contre les Druses de In Montagne, Fuad Pacha 
ae tari Cheétions tes fintes des plus coupwblos et a 1 
carvestations 
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‘Toutes ees dispositions prises, lo Commissaire Extraordinaire du Sultan est 
partile 5 pour Mokhtarah, afin Waller surveiller ui-méme cette répression annoneée 
vee éclat. Les Chrétiens tie s'y sont pas trompés; leurs délégués ont refuse 
de suivre le Pacha, qui v des accusateurs publies,rejeter sur eux 
‘aux yettx des populations la responsabilité des condamnations, et dclarer ensuite 
aprés un jugement sommaire, pronones en dehors de tout conteble et en présence 
do oes délésués seals, qu'l avait satisfait & toutes leurs demandes et que des lors 
'w repression était complete. le sang efficé. Je suis encore sans détail sur oe qui 
est passé d Mokhtarah depuis son arrivée, tals jesais dgja que, de toutes parts, 
lex Chrétiens déelarent qu'ls ne veulent ‘nccuser que les gens qu'ls. sizaaleat 
ceux-migmes d ls justice, et qu'ts ne le feroat que si le jugement a lieu A Beyrout 
publiquement ef avecles garanties de justice que peut seule si donner la présence 
des déléguiés dex Contmissaires Européens. 

Pour Ia revtitution aux Chrvtions des objets enlevés par les Druses elle n'a 
réellement prodait do résultat sérienx que th oli les détachements Francais 
cexigd direetement talgré Fopposition des agents Ottomans. Partout il 
les Puree se sont contentés de faire rendre quelques mauvaises couvertures, dex 
Uustensiles do ménage de peu de valeur quits gooservent en mas, nou, e 
Dprétexto dspporter de In végularité dans Ia disteibation aux Chrétiens, ou qu'ila 
bbe donnent quo sur des recs constatant quils forment un A-compte langernent 
évalué, sur Vindemnité definitive i payer plus tard A ces demniers. 

Pour In réinstallation de habitants dans Jours villages ruinds, pour In 
rioonstrnetion do leurs maisons détruites par Kincendie, partout oi nos soldats ne 
sont point pour wider aux travaux, pertout of Nangent de V'Burope he fournit pas 
le» matdriaux indispenaubles, rien no ae fait. Quolquen scours insigaifiants 

‘it peine suftire aux bevoins du moment, parfois la quatridae ou la 

Cinquidime patio dane indemnité ealeulé d'aprds ube évaluntion dériaoire des 
Peres, Rinarer—telles sont lox aaoles mesures prises depuis cing mois par 
‘autorité Ottomane, et dont elle fait grand bruit. C'est aveo une peine infinio 
{que ji pa obtenir ta promesse ide 750,000 plastres pour rebitir Dele 
Une ville de 5,000 habitants, complitement détrnite, et encore wur cette some 
300,000 piastees seulement ont été py 

Quant aux localités qui sont en debors de Vaction du corps expéditionn 
‘oa dont Commission n'a pu s'occuper apecialement, rien ie £eé ak pore. 
Dans tout te disteiet de Djezzin, tes hi Sout sn# AUCUNE FewoUree pour 
vivre ow relever leurs maisons 5 ils nPont ecu depuis lear entrée dans fours 
Figs qhune couverture pour tun o8 quate penontes, et une dtibuton de 

we qu Iea.a fait vivro pendant quelques jours. Ausal viennent-ila de réclamer 

‘en tmosse A Fuad Pacha quila sont allés trouver A Mokbtarab, et dadreaser A In 

Commission, ainsi qu’ moi, une supplique dans laquelle ils déelarent que silk ne 

sont point. socom tle voat ttre de nouveau obliges d'émi 

dans hes sills AG a littoral, 7 

Pour toutes ces populations complement déauées de resource pon 
seulement lo prévent West poiut awuré, maix Favenir est précaire. Elles be 
peuvent cultiver, manquant de biter de Tabour et de sémence. - Leut principale 
tndustrie, celle qui pourrait les fniro vivre Yan prochain, est la soie; elles n'ont ai 
4p gran qui donne les vers i les abris pour lex lever Jorsque depuis deux mis 
Fund Phoha promet de Ja. gruine et de Vargent pour les abniter. Ainsi que je le 


prévoyais dis mes premicrs ropports, ley rigueure de Mhiver et la misére ont dg 
it plus de vietimew que les mansacres. Ul eat dca villages décimés par les fibvren, 
dtautres dans Fexguels tous lex enfants en bas ago sont mort d'épuisement ot de 
roid. 
La tranquillité matérielte existe, 
‘exergons; tunis ext-c0 bien Te. ealme 
ne sommes 
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Jes dispositions étaient prises pour cn assurer partout 'exéeution qui ne pouvait 

rencontrer de diffculté que dans les détails insiguifants, lorsque Fuad Pacha, 

roftant dane objection faite en farear des Duss par un des membres de Is 
mmission, suspendit In mesure. 

Diseutée de nouveau, modifice ot approuvée définitivement depuis plus de 
quinze jours, elle reste aujourd'hui & Métat de lettee-morte, sans qui. soit 
question de la remettre en vigueur, lorsque chaque jour de retard agerave une 
iste & laquelle elle eat depuis longtemps remedi. 

Telle est la situation du Liban celle des autres parties du pays offre partout 
tun tableau presque aussi triste, 

A Beyrout, & Saida, dans toutes les villes du littoral, Hencombrement tes 
séfugiés est toujours le méme. et les ressources diminuent en meme temps que 
ts augmentent. Toute cette population ne vit que de charité et 

‘aumdnes. 

Dans la Begudn, les secours ne parviennent que dans les villagos plicés dans 
Je rayon d'action du Comité Frangais, constitué a Zahlé, pour disteibuer Vargent 
es sonscriptions. 

‘Aucune mesure sévieuse n'a été prise pout ceux deT’Anti-Liban, des distrits 
de Hasbeya et de Rascheya, restés sous Vaction directo dew Taree, Partout, de 
es chic, In situation et In mene quil y a sx mois: lea mainons ddtrltes 6. wo 
pulvent pas, la population mourant de faim est en grande partie réfugiée sus lo 
ittornl 

Tes Chrétiens des environs de Baatbeck commengaient, comme coux se 
Zablé, & se réinstaller. Malgro la. présence d'une garniion Turque assez consi- 
Uérable sur ce point, dex disordres viennent, dion, d'avoie liea, et, menacda par 
ley Musulmans ot lor Metuali, cos Chrtiens auraient été obligés de quitter lour 
Pays. attends dos détails aur ce fait qui vient de m’étee siguale 

Dans les districts de Safte et Dikkar, situés au. noniest de Tripoli, les 
Sisordres continuent, les Chrétiens sont chaque jour victimes. de nouvelles 
Yexations, Les exactions des Chefs ont amene leur ruine presque complate, 
sant quo Vautorité de Tripoli paraisso se prévceuper de rémédier A cotte 
situation. 

A Alep, quelques troubles viennent avoir lieu et ont nécessité Yenv 
deux bataillons de Tirailleure, prix dans ta garnison de Danis. 

‘Tout le pays aux environs de Hons et do Hama, entry Damas et Alop, est 
ravagé par les Arabes, Les nouvelles qui me parviennent do cos Jooalités sont 
Asses inguiétantes 

‘A Darnas, a situation est pent-dtre encore plus mauyairo que celle que 
Jexposais dans mon Rapport du 4 Novembre, Leelfet des premitres monures de 
Tigueur de Fuad Pocka diminue tous Tes journ; les Musulmans sanx xo livrer b 
des acter de violence conservent ube attitude hostile et menngante; lex Chritiens, 
dont rien n'assure Cavenir, perent la confiance quo T'intetvention Europdenne 
leor avsit un instant rendue: Te désarmement dex Algérieus d Atel-Kuder, que 
Tautorité Ottomane persiste A exiger, nuigmente leary inquidtudes ; emigration 
Continue et tous auraient dda quité ta vile si des. mesures n'nvniont été prises 
Pour lor en empicher. La présence de 1a Commission a. pti encore ranimner leur 
onfiance pendant quelques jours, le Adcourngement n'a été que plus. grand 
‘ensuite, lorsqu'aussitot apres son départ los travaux, commuenogs ta veille de. non 
arrivée dans Je quartier déteuit, ont complitement ccasé: lornq 
Soulagement qu'ils avaient expéré, ils sont retombée dans leur 
veille. 

Dans le Hauran la position des Chrétions est toujours aussi précsire 
ilk vivent sous la menace incessante des Arabes et det Druses qui's'y sont 
rélugiés, 

Voulot connite exactemeat I ston des Crdtiens da wud de Sy 
¢t appricier In valeur des renscignements qui me parviennent des localizes pla 
eu d.bore de Paction du corps expéditionaaire, fal cra devoir fe parcouri le 
Fays par quelques officers de mon Etat-Major, sous le prétexte d'un voyage i 

Férusalem, pour colever a cette excursion tout caractére d investization, 

Ces olticiers m‘ont quitté le 12 Décombre a Saida, et oot Tonge la cbte en 
Yisitant Sour (Tyr), St Jean d’Acre, et Kaila. De li ils ont traversé la Galilee 
4 la Samarie par Nagareth, le Thabor, Djeanin et Naplous, pour gagner ensuite 
Jérusalem ; ot ils sont revenues par Ramleh s'embarquer Jaffa, sur un dex 
couriers de la ebte qui les a ramenés le 30 Décembre a Beyrouth. 



































Le résumé des observations faites pendant ce voyage complétera le tableau 
de la situntion générale de la Syrie, 

Saida, sinsi que je V'ai jugé moi-méme, était dans ube situation telle que 
jai da y envoyer une compagnie W'Infanterie ; Agent Consulaire de France, et 
wun de nos religieux, avaient été grossitrement insultés par des soldats Tures 
les Musulmans excités menacaient les Chrétiens; Pautorité de Vaveu du Mudir 
uit inipuissante pour calmer Vagitstion, et n'aurait pu empécher le désordre 
stil Sétat produit. La présence de nas troupes a bien vite calmé Teffervescence, 
et rendu la confiance aux Christians de la ville et & plus de 3,000 réfusiés des 
districts de Djezzin, de Hasbeya, et de Rascheya. 

Sour, Vancieane ‘Tyr, n'est plus aujourd'hui qu'une misérable bourgade de 

000 habitants, dont 1,860 2,100 Cheétiens, le reste Musulmans ct Metualis. 

'y trouve, on outre, 2.00 réfugiés de Rascheya, Fokhara, de Mimes et 

WEI Kelir; ccs malheuroux installés 


Bach oczoul Gs kes 
pays aux ctivirons et jusqu’h Acre est awex tranquille ; lex Metuali, 
<q formant la wajorité dela population, eriagoidtent pos Hor Chrécons, bled 
quills nient aid au pillage pendant les demniers ééocments, et tout porte & 
oroire quils so détacheraient faciloment des Tures qu’le dévestent, wile ne 56 
croyaient pax eondamnés & leur obdir. 

‘St Jean d'Aere compte encore une population sélentaire de 11,000 & 
12,000 sites, ont 9,000 Mosulmans, 2,000 Chréviens, et 300 ou 400 
Dew fortitications rertauriey et augmentées par Ibrahim Pacha, mals 
otnbreuscs ddgradations que Yoo ne s'est jamais préoecupé-de réparer, sont 
cependant, du edté de In mer principulement. en asex bon état. Larmement 
‘et de 180 canons de tous len calibres, de toutes lee origines, et de 18 marterss 
presque tous hors de vervieo et moatés aur dev afftts vermoulus. Le Gouveme- 
ment vient toutefois Weavoyer A Acre, comme il Ta fait A Tripoli, quelques 
vigces nouvelles pour armer les défenses du eité de In myer, La garnison est do 

woldate do Nizam, ot do 390 canooniers pris parwi tex Musulimans de ta 
ville. Lo Prehalic n'a guére qu'une population de 60,000 habitants, parmi 
lesquelx 20,000 Chrétiens.. 3 

esprit des Musulians d’Acre x de tout temps été tres mauvais: aural les 
Chrétiens ontells au de aérieuses Inquidtudes les deniers. éénements 
Le moindre incident pouvait Atre le signal des massaores, et s'ils n'ont poiot ea 
lieu. 00 le doit exelusivement au dévoucment du Mufti.’ Malgré cette justice 
quo lox Europdons ot lox Chrétiens de Ia ville lui readent unanimensnt et 
Publiquement, co Musatman Atal Aboul Nada saul 6 arrtté a Ie 
suite d'une enquéte trite par YAmirat Mustapha Pachs sur co qui s'était passé 
i Acre, emmené A Beyrout et exik’ a Rhodes par Fuad Pacha, comme accusé 
avoir poussé ves correligionnaires au désordre, 

Aaah encore, les Muvulmans, excités par les soldats Turcs, et 
principalement par les canonniers connus pour leur finatiome, ne cestent de 
menacer et Winsalter ley Cheétiens, leur annoncant hautement que les massacres 

merigevont le jour tris prochain oft ex Francais quitteront Je pays. 

A Kola, les inquigtudes vont moins vives, parcequ'il se trouve toujours sur 
lu rade quelquee bitiments Européens qui donnent de la eonfiance aux Chréticas 
‘du reste peu nombreux dans eet ¥ 

A Nazareth et dans toote ta Galiée, le caltne est rétablé depuis fe débaryoo= 
mont dee troupes: Frangises, ‘mais les inquidtudes ont été vives pendant. Tes 
événvements:du Liban et de Damac; ct si lex Chrétiens ont été respectés, tous 
Gelarent- hautement que, wwynnt ucune confiance dans les Agents Turca doot 
Je mauvais vouloir leur était conn et dont Vinypuissance ext maaifeste, ila ye le 
doivent qu’a Vénengie d'utt Chet de Bédouins, Aquilé Aghs, qui, par baine des 
‘Tores, s'est fait ouvertemient lear défenseur et @ mainten les Musulmans préts & 
Jew atingues. . Labelle couduite de co Chef est comparée dans tout fe pays 4 
celle a’Abd-el-Kader Damas; comme W'Emir il aime Ja France ot lui parait, 
iigvoug, c'est wn homme a encourager, car si un désordre se produisait dans 


SNemble avoir rendu los Musutmans plu 
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1a Galilée, ce serait encore aujourd'hui te seul secours sur lequel les Chrétiens 
Pourraient coropter, 
ILy a également a Nazareth un Musulman influent dont la conduite pendant 
Jes derniers troubles mérite les plos grands loges; clest Je Né Mabmed 
Suphidi, qui a été décoré par I'Empereur auquel il fat présenté & Paris par M. de 
Sauley qu'il avait sauvé des mains des Bédouins, dans une excursion scientifique 
ATibériade, 
A Naplous et dans la Samarie, le pays si agité ot preequo insoumis aux 
Turi ya quelques années pens et maintenant rangutle sus Fada 
tion d'an homme vigourvux qui n'a cependant avec Ini que 300 soldats, Je 
Gouverneur Joussef Bey, qui a spporté dans son commandement Tes traditions 
des Ezyptiens, au service desquels il a été pemant longtemps, "Néauooing, bin 
que contenues, les mauvaises dispositions des Musulmans vis-vis des Chrétiens 
fe sont psx dovteuses. Ces dorniors treiblent de voir ae rialisur tos beuits 
Tuabilement répandas sur notre prochain depart, Is saveut que, xi nous quiwione 
Wa Syrie avant avoir donné au pays dos garantics séricuses do tranquilité, a 
Faction contre eux serait terrible, et quills ne pouvent comprer pour fea défendre 
‘ar lex Tree, dovt ils wutteudent ui protection ni justice 
Quant A la Judgo et & ta Valles du Jourdain, c'est toujours te ynys do 
tion et de désordre, Les routes h quelque distanco do Jérusalem ie sont 
Plt sre, kes Chritiems ne voyagent pus sas Texporce: tour situation eat 
lirable, et Hs sentent quits sont ila incred da fanatisme des Musulmans. 
Jérusalom, Betléem, et lour banlioues, sont prout-tre lex parties de toute la 
Byrie dans lexquelles on eapergoit Je moins de Telfet produit par lex domilers 
Le contact inoowsant dex Ruroptons, attités pat los Saints Lioux, 
voussé leur fanatiaae, 
Néanmoins, Ja nouvelle dos mamacres y a produit tine grande sensation, o 
Chrétiens ont eu pendant plusicurs jours de sdrieuees Inquiétudes, a 
Sortout par Vattitude des soldate Tures qui cherchaient & pousser au déwordre, et 
Par Vinsouciance des autorités qui paraissaient fermer A dosxin los yeux pou 
‘Pus voir le mol prét A se produire. La, comme partout, prt la eccouse qui 
Sv, tout Fespoir est dane Vntervention et dna tes gormities qu'elle dannera 
Syrie, 
AN Ramlé ot & Jaa, meme 


anes lnquigtades 
rGausant cet expo 


ne situation que jai vouly présente telle qu'etio 
axancres commences dans te LZban, continuds A Damas, ne 
14 tout le reste de ta Syrie, cola n'est i qu’h 'areivée des 
roupes Frangaises. Partout, les dispositions talent prises pout une extermins. 
Ion générales et persoane ne wera aujourd'ivl un vaste complot our de fore 
Toain yar le tisime Masai 
4. Qu‘une propagande active excite, encore & Mheure quil ext, Ala sino 
Sontre Jes Chinitlear, lex populations jusqu’ied tndifferentes des locolités ot tle 
iraieat depuis longtemps daas Ia plus grande ecutts 
2. Que hes wmurnses dopostions dee sldnte et oI phupart dw agents de 
Ts Porte sont évidentes, & quis ne pardonncat point aux Chrdtiens 


J Woe “intervention quis considérent cottue vune Violation de 


MIslatninme. 

4. Que pour encoumger les Musulinans, tor espoir ot la confiance oux 
Chrdteas, des brulte sont habllement. wépandus tur fe 
eonpes Prange, appal quo ls Anilalspriteront'& ln Howes pour’ ai 
fon nstorité complete sur tout Te pays, aun Druses pour lor priscrver 

iment qu’ils ont encour 

5. Que opinion générale est que Pond Pacha obéit A ane direetion qui tui 
&t donnée de Constantinople, et qui ne eherche qu’ gngner du temps ét 
Munger les Musulinans et les Druses. 

6. Que la misire des Chrétiens ext horrible Damas, data lo Libin, dane 
TAnti-Liban, et des villes de It ebte, et que portout In mortalité augmente 

nw des proportions effrayantes 
.__7- Que dans tout le pays Undustrie e€ Te commeme soufent loraqu’ils 
Bont point complétement ceasd 

8. Quo les rancanes et les haines nugmentent ct 

9 Engin que toat l'expoir des Chrétiens ext duns Dintervention de I'Burop 
hos Fane gl ct Yee n géaeement eur coor, mai ns, 
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sous peine de perdre son influence et de failir au rile qu'elle a entrepris att 
fom de Phumanité, est obligés aujourd'hui de réaliser cet espoir en oblenant 
pour la Syrie des mesures assez eficices pour gurantir séricusement laveni 

Les Commissaires Buropéens étudient en ce moment la question d'organist= 
tion, ot leurs rapports mettront bientot, je Tespere, les Gouvernements & méme 
de sen ocouper. Le rémide est [A aussi bien pour le présent que pour Vavenif: 
[Les Tures, dans les conditions oi ils se trouvent, ont intérét & affaiblir ls 
Chrétiens et ménager les Musulmans et les Druses les premiers n’ont dooe 
fs attendre d’eox ni sitisfiction reelle, ni secours ice. 

‘Je ne reviendrai point sur les bases d’organisation que Jai developpées dans 
mes précédents rappotts; elles restent pour moi le moyen (e plus pratique poor 
vee a créer, mane susciter do nouveaux embarras, sins trop froiser 

ncepribilites, un état de choses qui puisse donor aux Clhrétiens ta sécurité et 
Ja tranquillité dont ils ont besoin pour se relever. Si Vedminigtration de toate 
la Syrie ne peut dtre Chrétienne et indépendante—ce qui serait éviderment I 
illeure solation—si elle ne pout tre ditachée de la Porte, dent 
Vintégrté, le Liban du moins doit avoir ane organisation Chrétientty 
nous Vobtenons nou aurots fait beaucoup pour tout le pays et 
flgnement le tole que Ix France a accepts. Cine ige vent de fare dane cet 
deeniere temps assez grands progres ici, et xe trouve aujourd'hui discutée 
In presse Evropéenne, c'est ectle de In’ Viceroyauté do Fuad Pacha. lle” 
para étre lidée Anglaise, ot il est hors de doute quille est pourvuivie ective: 
nent par le Commisssire Extraordinaire du Sultan qui cherche i la propazer pat 
{ous les moyens possibles. Je ne veux point appricier encore i Vhomme qui, de 
plus de six mols, cherebe a entrmver fe bien que l'Europe veut faire 1, 
Zelui qui offre toutes Tes garantics désimbles, mais it ext Ture, so0 a 
tion restern Turque comme ses tendances; et i elle parvieut & mainten 
franquillité, elle ine donnern jamais Je bien-ttre & des populations qu'il fast 
replacer dana Ix position qu‘elies doivent eccuper dans la société moderne, 
idmet ni Toppression ni Yeyclavage. Le Liban n ea son tenips de prop 
tee, ace une orzanbation. at» pone ele une Tongue expérienice | qua 
Jui ronde cette orgnhisation, si Yon ne peut en donner au pays entler une 
meilloues et une plus complite, : 
‘Tout ea préparant aujourd'hui les chances de auceds de Vidée qu'il poursuits 
Fuad Pacha ne sort pus du rile qui Ini a été tracé par soo Gouvernement et mt 
perd pas de vue le but Ratteindre cclui de placer tuotes lex partics du paye 
Pons Faction directe des Turos et des Musulmans, 11 mo suira pour lever tout 
Ten douter, seo exiatait encore A ce sujet, de citer ici deux fits qui viennent 48 
Tous lex deux sont du teste Jes premi’res consequences de 
im au Commandement de la Montagne du Noh 
id Pacha et ev uelle j'ai dd protentety 
nouvelle atteinte an statu quo bisé sur uD 
pourriedtre roodilge que par celle que I'Burvpe 


yh F 

En nommant Joseph Bey Kamm et en parkissant alos; accorder une sie 
faction anx Chrétiens, parvo que Ia presse rxagénd ven services, #00 
influenes et sa valeur, Fuad Pacha avait apprécié importance wlle da jeune 
Chef Maronite; il savait que dans aucun cas elle n’arrivernit & tui order we 
obstacle aérieux, ot il prévoyait avec fe disecrnement profond qui faut Iai recode 
naltre, quo ce commandement qu'il paraissait Ini donner 8 la sollicitation 
opinion publique devieadrait dds qu'il le vondrait la source des disscnaions et 
oppositions qui doivent amcner la rupture du faiscesa qu’ont formé en face 9 
‘danger comuion les Chrétiens de toutes les communions. 

‘Cette mesure, habilement exploitée par les ageats do Pacha, fut bientOt 
orésentée dans tout le pays comme une organisation exclusicement en faveur be 
[foronites souls protégés par la France. Les Grees, froiseés de ce que Yot Be 
teoait. pas compte do leure désirs ov de leurs sympathies, murmurérent, 
sembltrent #6 mapprocher des Tures, qui leur frisiient entrevoir dans 'organisatio 

itive du pay$ un commandement & part confié &T'un deux. Ces inl 
foilfirent amener Une scission compléte, des listes circulérent chez les Grecs poms 
lemander In Vice-Royauté de Fund Pucha, et Vinfluence, éelainée des éreques 
pu seule conjurer jusqu'ici un danger qui devait sider si puissamment Lee 
politique Turque. opposition des Grecs était naturelle: nous voulons Diets 
Meesichtils, aceepter tne Organisation & laquelle nous somines déjababitnés, nous 
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soumettre & des influences reconnucs de tout temps; ninis)si In mesure est 
ouvelle, ai le Chef est pris en dehors des funilles imporbintes auxquelles. nous 
avons toujours obéi, on doit consolter notre choix aussi hien que celui des 
Maronites. 

Le second fait ext auesi significatif: Il'y a sept & hit jours, de cavalicrs de 
Joseph Knrsin envoyé & Abadig, village mixte du Meten i proxiniité d'Hamnuna 
‘et dans les limites du Caimnacamat Chrétien, forent insultés par les Druses et Yun 
deux fut frappé et blessé Kégérement. Fuad Pacha sons le préteste que quelques 
Drusee de Dyourd, fuyant les arrestations, s'€tieut réfugiés dans les bois aux 
cavirons d’Abadié et que des désordres pouvaient 2e_produire, envoys Abmed 
Pacha, Gouverneur de Beyrout, sur les lioux, faisant ainsi intervenie directement 
Tantorité Turque dans la Montagne Chrétienne, et le fit suivre une heure aprés 
dun détachemont de 150 soldats da Nizar qoi se sont établis d 
Foad Pacha riattendait quo Yoceasion d'oceuper tilitwirem 
Caimacamat da. Nord, comme il a dgjirfait wccuper Abs 
Ia partie suid de la Montagne: Voceasion s'est présontéc, il Va saisie. Joseph 
Karam a protesté en demandant fe retrait immédint des troupes Ottomaues de 
son commandement, oit seul il peut maintenir Vordre, et en olfrant sa démission 
dans cas contre. Ane Pacha n'a pa outa preadie su al de. tracer 
ta question; Tun et Voutre ont dorit & Fuad Pacha, qui répond «une waniére 
Graaive & Jousel Karain de consorver son commandesnent, sane tui parler dox 
troupes. L'affaire en eat Ti, ot j'ai mu du Représontant de la Franee que d'un 
commun necard les Commisstires {Saropéene allaiont protester de leur ebté contro 
‘un acte qui constitue une nouvelle violation & win ordre de choses qui ne pout 
ttre modifié que par une organisation definitive, 

Le but de Fuad Pacha ext dane évident, 11a dja introduit t'action directe 
des Tures daus la Montagne Druse, en eréant les quatre commnundements de Deite 
el-Komar, Mootara, d'Abé, et de Djezzin, M1 chorche aujourd'hui h désunir lex 

‘de la nomination d'un Chef Maronite, en faisant entrevoir 


qu'elle paralt dtre, pourrait, si dos diicaltésw’levaient en Europe, xilox Puissnnces 
Youlaient ea finir avec cette question de Syric, passer pour une solution 
acceptable, 

iad Pacha, il faut Yo Teconnaltre, a V'intelligence do la situation et poursuit 
avec constance et pensérérance le but qui ve propose depuis soo arrivée ici, IL 
eut affaiblir los Chrétions et cherobe pour cela & Jos désunir il veut aug 
influence Musulmane et wénager les Druses, “Tous sos actos sont hal 
calcaléa, ‘Tout Fellet qu'il cherche it prodaire comsiste i satisfuire Vopinion 
Publigue par dos mesures qu’ll annonce & grand bruit, maie qu'il ne met plus A 
Pideation dix que Vell ext produit. En Tisnnt Vexposé de ees iwetures, on exoit 
1} dew faite importants ; en cherehant Jos résultats obtenus, on me tarde pas A se 
onvainere quilles Hc sont qu'aa moyen de calmer peu & peu Tes sentiments 
‘Tindigantion qui ont pouweé Europe & woceuper des dvénementa do Syric, ot de 
sgugner du tempe 

Veuillez, &. 


Earl Cowley to Lard J. Russell —(Received Janvary 30.) 
Wo. 160) 
My Lond, Paris, January 29, 1861. 
TIN my despatch No, 1,003 of the 31st of July last I stated that M. Thouvenel, 
in 8 conference beld that day on the question of the occupation of Syria, had 
‘caid that circumstances might arise over which the Freach Government could 
Dare no control, such as illness among the troops, or continued bad weather on 
‘a very exposed coast, which might physically prevent the falfilment of Article V 
fof the Convention, namely, that which fixes the period of occupation, 
Tt appears, from such information as I can obtsin, that the latter of these 
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contingencies is not unlikely to arise, and that it may be next to impossible to 
embark troops from Beyroat during the month of March, and even of April. 
Tam tempted, therefore, to ask your Lordship whether advantage may not 
be taken of this uncertainty, and whether it may not form the basis of an 
arrangement whieh, while weeting fo a certain extent the wishes of the Freach 
Governeut, may still realize the desiro of Hor Majesty's Government for the 
early evacuation of Syria. Might it not be agreed that squadrons from the 
different. Powers should be sent in lieu of the army of oceupation, but that in 
consequence of the uncertain Weather generally prevailing on the coast of Syria 
dlutiog the montbs of Margb and Apri, aod the consequent diGicalty of embark- 
ing troops at that wason, or of keeping ships on. the coast, the change should 
wot be etfected vntit the 13th of Apsil or Int of May. 
T should, howorer, state fhirly to your Lordship that 1 have no doubt 
whatever that if, when the Conference meets, the Porte shall desand the strict 
w of the Convention of the Sth of September, and that that demand shall 
‘of Her Majesty’s Government, the Prooch Government will 
yject to the continzency which I have alluded to abore ; but 
Tam equaly sure that the enforcing the fulfilment of such a demand will cause 
the greatest irritation liere, aud T ans apprehensive of the consequences it way 
hhave on the fature relations of France with the Porte, , 
In submitting thie suggestion for the consideration of Her Majesty's 
ent, Lrother wish to ask that latitude to this extent should be lef tne, 
in cone T should eventually consider it devirable to make use of it than thot any 
format proposal should now be made to the French Government. An arra 
ment of tix nature should rather be the result of the discussions of the Con 
‘once thas of an understanding botween the two Govermments, 
T have: &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Burl Cowley to Levit J. Russell {Received Janvary 20.) 


(No, 16, Confidential) 
My Lan, Paris, Janwery 29, 18 

IN continuation of my despateh No. 156 of yestenlay’s date, ¥ have the 
honour wo nem your Lardship that Ewan reseived yest afternoon by the 
Emperor. 

MT nated to His Majesty that bad asked permission to nce hi 

quence of the letter which fie had done we the honour to address to 1 
Which required longce explanations than could well be given ja writing. 
Referring to the contents of the letter itself, 1 said that Tis Majesty bad 
‘appealed to me to obtain the equitable consideration by Her Majesty's Govern- 
mont of the state of Syria, while it was my duty to appeal to His Majesty for 
2 euiableconsbernion of the engazeicols which be ad eontmcted 

‘Althoogh [had taken the precaution to carry with me a copy of the 
Protocol of the Sn of Angust, which rogulates and assigns the reasons for the 
expedition of a Vody of French troops to Syria, I fear that | failed ia, making 
His Majesty clearly woderstand the difference between the duties assigned to 
them nnd those devolving on the European Comminion, nor did he seem. to be 
aware that. he is positively bound to withdraw his troops at the period fixed by 
the Convention of the Sth September. His Majesty constantly said not only 
that he was ready. but that 1 ast aoxiove to bring his troops back to 
France (Gor their maintenance in Sy fa great expense to kim),,and that be 
‘would do an ms acon &% a goveroment was organized for the Lebsnon, ax he 
iabould then consider hiwself absolved from nll further ,responsibility. Hix 
Majeat c position in this question: he said that it 
was dificult for him 10 petitions which were 
‘addrosed to him from the contianed protection; that the 
Catholic Party ia France were narrowly all his proceedings, and that 
he could pot excuse: himself either to one oF the other, were the departure of 
the French troops to be the signal for fresh, massacres. 
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said that I thought His Majesty might combine the protection which he 
svisbed to cosure to the Maronite, with due regard for the engagements that 
he had contracted. Might not, I asked, the troops of occupation be replaced 
by naval squadrons on the coast, which would afford all the protection required. 
without violating the sovereign rights of the Sultan? The Emperor objected 
that the interior of the country would not come within the observation of 
naval foree; but 1 replied that any one who knew anything of those countries 
might feel certain that the presence of squadrons on the cosst, able to disembark, 
if necessary, troops of tnarines, would be quite sufficient for the purpose of 
Preventing any great disturbances. I pressed this arrangement on the Emperor 
‘very strongly, and Lam not without hopes that wy observations mude some 
impression upon His Majesty. 

"The Emperor havi the course of the coaverstion, constantly alluded 
to the contents of General Beaufort’s despatch, of which I had the honour to 
‘transmit a copy to your Lordship yesterday, as showing that the stato of Sy 

‘a prolongation of the occupation necessary, I said that although T 
admitted that His Majesty was justified in relying on the reports of 
‘agents, I must be permitted to claim for my Government an equal co 
in the veracity of British Agents, But the reports received ftom S) 
Majesty's Government differed in many essential points frot thowe 
Gencral Beaufort. would. not trouble His Majesty, 1 cootioued, by entering 
into too many details, but there wns one very esoatial point to which I would 
allude; viz,, that whereas General Teanfort seemed to think that continued 
French occupation of Syria was to bo a panacea for all \he misery to which the 
inhabitants of that unfortonato country were now subjected, there were many 
who were convinced that the occupation, tended. indirectly to perpetuate them, 
that is, that the Maronites, trusting under French protection to exterminate 
their feudal enemies, and obtain poxseasion of their territory, would do nothing 
for thenwelvea, while they aourished the most preposterous ideas of becoming 
tho solo rulers of the Mountain, On the other hand, the presence of French 
‘troops inspired not unnaturally considerable jealousy in'the Turks, and mistrust 
‘aod irritation among the Druses ; so that, in fot, all progross towards a settled 
form of government seemed at « dead look, 

T aid not omit to notice, by citing “the example of Tome Now cally » 
temporary occupation ix converted into a permanent one; and the Emperor 
repllel,withovt besitation, that 1 wax quite right. = 

Twill not trouble your Lordship with any further details of this convorva 
tion, which bad little other apparent result than an. expression of the Emperor's 
Gore that the influence of al the Powers would be euployed. to engage the 
Fare to initate,witoot further delay, a Government of some Kind in the 

fountain, 

Tam persuaded myself-—and this persuasion is not 0 much founded on the 
Emperor's own assurances to me ns on A.compariaon oF what I hear from othory 
that the hesitation evinced by His Majesty to onder the evacuation of Syria 

oecede from no. othar motives than those alleged hy hiniwalf and by 

"Thouvenel ; and that, were the organization of wn Administration of the 
Lebanon to be announced as complete, to-morrow all opposition to the departure 
of the troops would couse, If the Legislative Body had not been about to meet, 
tre shoul, 1 believe, have beard nothing pon the sje at alls ut. the 
Eoperor probably miss to coaleast Ae bad impression wade in woe nid 
through bis proceedings with regard to the Pope, by pointing to the m 
trick he bas eee to Catbalicinn a Syria wod China, and es al that if 
his troops are withdrawn from tho former country before its reorganization 

re may be accused of ubandouing the Maronites to the tender meries 
of the’Turks.  Howerer, Lam ‘pated to Gnd that others do not share 
this opinion : nor ean T expect that, after all that has occurred, justifiable doubts 
not be entertained of the Emperor's good faith. 1 merely, ax in daty 
stato my own convictions, leavin it to Her Majesty's Government to 
five wach weight to Unea s they muy consider them 0 deweres. 
Wve, eo. 
(Signed) | COWLEY. 
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Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 130.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 30, 186). 

1 HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency’s despatch 
No. 152 of the 28th instant 

Her Majesty's Government. trust that, with some further explanations, the 
question of the evacuation of Syria by European troops may be settled by general 
Agreement, 

‘Thouvenel fears that Syria may be left by the Freach armed force in & 
worse state than they found it. But to arrive at this conclasion he adopts 
premises for which, i the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, there is 00 
‘solid foundation. He says that the Mountain then had an Adruinistration of ite 
own, founded on an arrangement between the fire Powers and the Porte, At 
the preseat moment there fx no Government at al except the supreme power of 

1 Porte. 

‘The state of the case appears to Her Majesty's Government somewhat 
differently. A Commission has been instituted with a view, not only to insure 
the panishrient of the guilty and reparation to the sufferers, but to organize an 
Administration for the Lebanon calculated to ensure peace for the futuro. ‘Thi 
Commission hus not yet reported. If its report. tends to a more independent 
action of the Porte’s officers in Syria, it will probably be rejected at Constan= 
Sinope If che arrangements propoved by the Port tend to deprive the Christians 
of their privileges, thove arrangements will not be approved of by the five Powers: 

‘Tho discussions may be protracted, they may be extended over many 
twonilis, but the inference to be. drawn from these cirutnstances isnot tha 

‘aropean troops abould re it 
sions are aavoot upon, tho urangemen 
should subsist, 

It is true that sudden disorders may at times require a prompt remedy, It 
ix true that, after what bax ocourred, the exercise of authority by 

ami Might excite apprehension, and therefore no such 
appointed, But « Christian Kaimakam has been already appointed 
‘can fairly complain of the selection. He exercise, and will contiage to exercisn, 
the powers bolonging to the Kaimakam of the Christians. He is himself a 
‘Maronite of a very thir and conciliatory character, AN that appears iecowary 

joverninent, therefore, ix— 


i 2 Weed frac and Great es should take care to eae throughout 
the spring and summer, a naval force on the coast of Syria for the protection 
tnd succour ofthe Christian Inhabitants, ! 

Hor Majesty's Government are glad to receive the admission of M, Thou- 
venel, that, if the Porte should incist on the evacuation of Syria at the period 
‘stipulated by the Conveation, the troops must go, 

For the prevont, the milter must rest on this istue. If the Porte should 
decline to be a Party to any fresh Convention, stipulating for the continued 
occupation of Syria, the Convention of September fills to the ground, and the 
evocuation will take place at the termination of the period during which that 
Convention is in forve, ‘The responsibilty of France wowards Europe and 
towards the Maronites will be amply covered by this proceeding 

, ke. 


J. RUSSELL. 
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Aali Pasha to M. Munuras—{Communicated to Lord J. Rusvell by M- Musurus, 
January 28.) 
M. l'Ambassadeur, Le 16 Janvier, 1861 

J'AI Vhonneur de yous envoyer, cijoint, copie d'une lettre que son 
Excalence Fuad Pacha vient de muadreser. Elle content Ia réftation de 
Taccusation lanoée gratuitement contre nos autorité militaires au sujet de Ia 
remiére opération qu'elles ont faite dans In Montagne Druse. 

‘Vous voudrez bien, M. 'Ambassudcury vous en prévaloir pour détruire 
complitement Veffet que des rapports erronés ont pu produire autour de vous 
Felativement & la conduite de nos troupes, conduite irréprochable sous tous les 

‘tA laquelle sont dus les résultats dont tout le monde reconnalt 

jourt'hui la yaleur. 
faut ‘Je vous pte, &e, 
Sins)" ALL 


Inclosure in No. 365%, 


Poad Pasha to Ani Pasha. 
Le 2 Janvier, 1861 


JAI remarqué avee un sentiment bien pénible, dans une dex correspondancos 
do nos Ambassades que votre Altes avait bien voulu me transinettre, 
Accusation wssea grave contre les autorités militares Ottomancs au.» 

wremitre opération quielles ont faite dans la Montagne Druse. Le Général de 

Ricaufort vest paint & son Gouvernement de ce que, noa seulement je ai pas 
aceeplé feanchement ra co-opération, maix que j'ai favorisé In fulte des Droses 
vers Je Hauran. 

Lo Commandant-eochet du corps expéditionnaire Frangals 8 un caractore 
trop loyal pour ne pas admetire que jo lui at slonné toute la part qui a été 
convent entre Jui et moi dans toutes Tes opéeations ites dans la Montagne 
je n'ai rien fait do coutraire A cette entente, Jal accepté toute sa co-opémtion 
‘ons fos limites que In Convention do Paris avait traotes, et que Tuflnico ello 
‘mimo pouvait admettre, Si jai rendu inutile la présence dos troupes Frunyainen 

co n'est paw un crime pour 

‘Quant Aco quavance M. de Bevafort au sujet do la retraite de quelques 
Chefs Druses vers le Hauran, il semble nous acomer de leur faciliter les moyen 
Aéchapper A la punition que j'si été appelé & lour infiger. Ce quo j'ai fait 
avant nos opérations par Tarrestation dex Chefs Druscs les plus influentes, ot 
ce que je viens de faira dans ce motwent-ci en arrétant prés de 1,500 individus 
dans tiois jours, sans porter la moindre perturbation dans la Montayne, ot los 
Chrétiens se rétabliaent peu-b-pou. donne wn démenti éclatant h toutes. cos 
assertions, E 

‘Ceci établi, jo passe a Vexamen des faits: tout homme qui connatt 0° pays 
ot ma configuration topographique n’hésitera pax un moment & déclarer que, 
{quelle que soit In vigilance qu'on poisse incttre, il ext de toute imponsbilite de 
Conper la retraite aux individs ow A de petites bundes qui, nourris dns oes 
montagnes, en connaissent toos Jos détours; ils ont mille issues pont éobapper, 
tout rocher leur sert de route, tandis que, pour ceux qui los pourwuivent, ilk ne 
trouvent pas méme des chemion pour aller d'un View Aun autre. J'ai présidlé en 
Perionne ces options; je me run donné toutes les peines ia mond ct je 
he suis méme, je pourra’ Ie dite, exposé & tous Tov dangers pour faire tomber 
eatre mes mains les coupables qui cherchaient Jour impunité dans lear fuite, ot 
fous u'avons pu faire tomber dane nos filets quune centaine dindividus. Co 
sont ces diffcultes qui m'ontfuit chercher d'wotres mayens qui viennent d'obtenir 
Tune reussite complite, Je ne pritends par avoir unc guile compétence dans 
Ia tactique militaire ; wais je puis m'appuyer sur woo mutorité que tout Ie mondo 
doit reconoaltres cst elle do Péek mail Pacha (Général Knety), qui inn 
secondé en personne dans toutes ccs opérations, ef qui est pit A répondre A 
tous les rproches quion pourra faire contre nowaetes; 


(Signe) PUD. 











No. 366. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 132) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 30, 1861. 

M. MUSURUS called upon mo yesterday. and informed me that he hud 
received a telegram from Aali Pasha dated the 25th instant, and stating: that. a 
proposal had been made by the French Government to’ the Porte for the 
convocation of the Conference, in order to decide whether the evacuation of 
‘Syria should be effected at the period specified in the Convention, oF should be 
deferred. "The desire of the Porte, Aali Pasha went ot to say, was that the 
foreign occupation of Syria should close at the time already fixed, and that the 
‘Turkish Government considered that it was folly competent to provide alono for 
the tranquillity of Syrin and the accurity of its inhabitants. Finally, Aali Pasha 
desired M. Musurux to ascertain the opinion of Her Majesty's Government in 
regard to the meeting of the Conference, and if it should meet, how far the 
Porte might reckon upon a result In conformity with its desire to put an end to 
‘he present state of things in Syria, 

1 informed M, Masuros that Hor Mslsty Gorerament could vot ive 
any advice to the Porte respecting the re-assembling of the Conference. ‘That 
Her Majesty's Goverment will direct the Ambassador of Her Majesty to otteud 
uch Conference only in ce of the presence of the Representative of the 
‘Sultan at the Conference. That it ix the opinion of Her Majesty's Gavernment 
that, in caso the Porte docs not wish to renew the Convention, it should declare 
to the allicd Powers that the Sultan has means to prevent a renewal of massacre, 

i fare agreddl to, the arrangement of 1845 for the 
gprernment of the Mountain wil remain in fore 
am, fe, 


(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 367. 
Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Foreign Office, January 30, 1861. 

L TRANSMIT, for your Excelleney’s information, a copy of a despatch 
which M, Thouvenel on the 18th instant to the French Ambassador 
pressing the desire of the Government of the Emperor to 


ting Syria, and as to its views on the question 
of foreign troop in that country, "The Porte should 
it will give that the massacres shall not be renewed. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 368, 
Lord J. Rumell (o Sir H. Bulwer. 

(No. 64) 
Sir, Porcign Offer, Jowary 30, 1861, 

‘M. MUSURUS called a me yesterday, and informed me that he had 
mie ter om fall Ta the Dsth instant, and stating ‘that a 
proposal had been made by the Government 10 the Porte for the 
‘convocation of the Conference, in order to decide whether the evacuation of 

# ote. Naso, 





Syria should be effected at the period specified in the Convention, or should be 
deferred. The desire of the Porte, Aali Pasha went on to say, was that the 
foreign occupation of Syria should cease at the time already fixed, and that the 
‘Turkish Government considered that it was fully competent to provide alone for 
‘he tangulity of Sis and the ecariy ofits inhabitants Fal, Aa Pan 
desired M. Musuras to ascertain the opinion of Her Majesty's Government in 
regard to the mecting of the Conference, and if it should meet, how far the 
Porte might reckon upon a result in conformity with its desire to put an end to 
the present state of things in Syria. 

informed M. Mosurus that Her Majesty's Government could not give any 
advice to the Porte reeting the reassembling of the Conference ; that Het 
‘Majesty's Government wil direct the Ambassador of Her Majesty to attend such 
Conference only in case of the presence of the tative of the Sultan at 
the Conforence; that it is the opision of Her Majesty's Government that, in 
caze tho Porte doct not wish to renew the Convention, it should declare to the 
allied Powers that the Sultan has means to preveot a renewal of the massacre, 
sand that Hotil other conditions are agreed to, the arrangement of 1845 for the 
goverament of the Mountain will remain in foree. 

Tam, de. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 369, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 

(No. 65) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Jenwary 31, 1861. 

WITH reference to what is contained in your Excellency’s despatch 
No. 60 of the 15th instant, I have to state to you that if the Turkish Govern 
iment entertain tho sentiments which Aali Pusha hat expressed to you, they will 
‘of course state them when the Report of the Commission on the Affairs of Syria 
thus beon made, and bas to be considered by the Porte and the Five Powers. 

tn tho meantime the Sultan's Government will, no doubt, consider itself 
hound to udhere to the arrangements made in 1842 and 1543. 

Tt i not beenuse the Christians have been tho victims of massacre and 
outrage that they ar to. be deprived of any of the safeguards which, in. other 
eas new solemnly prombed to be gies hem by the onan of tha Sabine 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 970. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 134.) 
My Lord, Forvign Office, January 31, 1861. 

1 AM sorry that Het Majesty’s Government eannot consent to grant your 
Excellency that discretion which you propose in your despatch No. 160 of the 
‘20th instant. 

On rening your Execlieneys various despatches and thei inclosurcs iti 
obvious that the French Government maintain that until sume new mode of 

wrerning Syria has been devised, which will prevent conflicts between Druses and 
Maronites for the future, the European or Frenelt occupation ought to continue. 

If France continues on this ground, it is obvious that a postponement for 
two months would merely strengthen the Church party in France and in Syria, 
which desires to deprive the Turks of the Province of Syria. Should the French 
Government entirely abandon this ground, and ssk for & renewal of the Conven- 
tion to the Ist of May, om the groand of weather, you will ioform me of the 
circumstanet, and at the same time desire the Ambassadors of Austeix and 
Turkey ot Paris to communicate it to their Governments. 

Te muy be necessary to repeat that Her Majesty would not authorize you 
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fo attend any Conference on the affairs of Syrin at which the Representative of 
eo si Content yrin at which the Representative o 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No. 271. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
@No. 135. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Foreign Office, Jenvary 3:, 1861. 

1 HAVE, received your Excelleney’s dospatoti No, 165, Confidential, of the 
20th instant, reporting, in continuation of your despatch No. 156 of the 23th 
instant, tho substance of a conversation which your Excellency hins hat with His 
Imperial Majesty on the subject of the prolonged occupation of Syria, Her 

wjesty's Government are willing to make every allowance for the Eaperor's 


Perional position. ‘The Maronites in h 
to exterminate 


ror to violato 
‘i habitants of 
ria 
_ The Emperor alloges us one reason for wishing to prolong the occupation of 
by Fronch troops that he could not turn a deaf ear to the num 
essed to hina from the Maron 
Aswer to this is, that if the st 


ritish Government, 
tho attac 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) . RUSSELL, 





No, 372. 
Lord J, Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 65.) es 
My Lord, Foreign Office, January 31, 186). 
HAVING communicated to Sir Moses Montefiore a copy of the 
Sccompanying letter from Fuad Pasha to the Grand Vizier pecting the treat~ 
Meat of the Jews of Damascus, I have eoeived from him the letter of which 1 
inclose a copy to your Lordship. 
‘Sir Moses Montefiore adverts to the case of the Jew whom Fund Pasha 
States to be still in prison under the charge of murder, and f 
Your Lonlship to take any steps in Your power tocensure that thie man should be 
Tested with strict justice, and his firther tial be conducted with fairness 
1 an, &e. 
(Signed) 4. RUSSELL, 





oP 





No. 373, 


(io, apy EArt Daft Lor J. Reavell—{Recivd Jomuary 31.) 
No. 97: 
My Lord, Beyrout, Jenuary 18, 1861. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
‘copy of a despatch I have received from Fuad Pasha in reply to the represeatac 
tions I addressed to your Excellency respecting the persecution of Protestants nt 


Nazareth 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
Inclosure in No. 373. 


Poad Pasha to Lord Dufferin, 
My Lord, 


Ottoman. Auaxi, my Lond, me suls:je empressé derire au. Gouverne 

Palestine, qu'il veille bce que des parvils tea Py peste Cee an 
motte tous ses yolns A sévie contre co qui serait contrairo aux yucs liberalen dia 
Gouvernement Impérial Par la méme occasion, J'ai adrosé de aivéres ropri- 
Imandes au autorités de Nazareth qui n'ont pas fit rexpector lex lols de TEasre 


dans la circoostance que vous relatez, ot jespére qu'h Vaveni ut 
eire ne troublore ew sojets dt Sulla qui profwent le Protestantame. 
Veuillex, &e, 
Sign PUAD. 


No. 74. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell-~(Received Jowiary 31.) 
(No. 58.) 
My Lord, Begrowt, Janvary 18, 1861. 
1 HAVE the honour to tranxmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, 
AyRtzat ftom a despatch which T have reoeved om Major Fraser, dated 
okhtarah, January 15, relative to a further requisition 1 had forw is 
Brelecy Pind Pisbs nthe Prtstact of Meera, ns ewaried tM 
T have, &e. 
(Signe) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure in No. 374 
Mojor Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


(Bxtenet.) Mokhtdrah, January 15, 1861. 
ott HAVE since bad the honour to rad to his Excellency Fuad Pasha tbe 
whole of the documents describing the particular acts complained of, together 

with your Lordship’ retary thereupon. et 
is Excellency stated that his reprimand to the Mudie, together with his 
ode for the nrrst of Michael Jebram, which left Mokhtarah by express on the 
7th instant, would have arrived at Nazareth a day or two alter the date of 
Mr. Zoller’s last application for redeess; that, therefore, there was reason 10 
believe no further disturbance would occur ; and his Excellency having written 
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atthe same time to Mustapha Pasha, of Acre, to inquire into and report the 
whole circumstances, he had no doubt this was now being done. 

's both the Mudie nd Cadi had, however, ravely compromised themsses 
by their evident bad faith, and connivance at these acts, 1 have requested the 
Pasha to suspend both these functionaries from “their respective offices, and to 
send them to Acre, pending an investigation of their conduct." His Excellency 
at once agreed to this, and will transmit to Nazareth the necessary instructions 
in the coume of to-day. 





No. 375. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. —(Received Jonvory 31.) 


(No. 59.) 
My Lord, Meyrout, January 18, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lardship's information, 
copies of farther despatches which I have this day nddrexsed to Hor Majesty's 
Ambmsador atthe Porte, 
we, Ke. 


Gigned) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 376, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, January 17, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’ information, 
copy of the wubstance of «privat letter 1 have received from Major Prost, 
felaiee to the conduct of the Christian notables on the authority of whose 
Genunciations soveral hundred Druses have been arrested on the charge of 


‘obstinacy and silence is ania 
‘Tam bappy to say that Jousset Keram has been induced to act in opposition 


toBiahop Tobi on this occasion ; and at his invitation some trustworthy evidence 
will be ‘rtboomlg 1h 5 
ave, Ke. 


(Signe!) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 
a 
Inclosure 2 in No 375, 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


(Extract.) MokMtérah, Jonvary 14, 1861. 


‘THE Christian Deputies assembled here from the different townx and 
villages of the country bad yesterday an interview of two or three hours’ 
duration with Fund Pasha. 5 

His Excellency told them that his tission to Syria had three objects in 
view, vir, repression, reparation, and reorganization. Tht the first bad been 
in a great measure acoowplished. With the second he was now engaged ; but 
to bring it to a successful termination he required the wid of the Christians. To 
the third he would proceed by-and-bye. In the meantime, as a partion of the 
second measure, he was proceeding with the punishment of the Druses. In 
‘onder to accomplish this satisfactorily, he required them to point out the most 
sulty among the prisoners be ltd arrested and to furish bins withthe evidence 
‘ainst these persons. re, 

‘Phe Christians replied that they could not point out individuals further 
than they had dane ; that they hnd already sent ia lists of tho leaders in the 








various masseres, all of whom were guilty, and they now awaited the infliction 
of the penalty these deserved at the hands of the Government. 

AAtier a long discussion, to show that the summary punishment of man 
dreds of prisoners, without n forma} trial, and the opportunity of bearing t 
cvitence aguinst them, or of waking such defence as they could, was a course 
quite inconsistent with justice, and one which would not be permitted by the 
Bencral sentiment of Europe, whieh did not demand a wholesale sl 
the Christians persisted ia saying they could give no more detailed evi 

‘hun bud already been supplied in furnishing the lists above referred to. 

Mls ‘Excellency then informed them that he would have a declaration 
drawn ap to the o they refused to point oot the principal among the 
Prisoners now detained hore, oF to wive ovidence against Individuals, which he 
would require them to sign, “This they also maid they could not do. 

‘After some warm discusion, during which his Excefleney had oceasion to 
say thot at this rte i€ would bo dif 3 butt when be 
had done the best he could to administer jastice without their aid, and to place 
atfuirs on what he might consider a proper footing, those who were atll dissatis- 
fied would be ut perfect Iherty to proceed to nome other portion of the Empire, 
or to quit i aMogether, if they prefired that courve-—it Wes agreed they shoal 
‘consider till to-day, when they would give w final reply 

‘Today they appeared before the Commission appointed for the trial of the 
Drisoners, and stated that they adhered to their statement of yesterday. They 
‘ould give no further evidence than they had already done in sanding in the 
ames of the principal eriminals, and that having done so, they vow expected 
satisfaction from tho Government 

‘They were informed that the Government having now assumed the position 
of Publio Prosecutor on the lists sont in, withootin any degree denying the value 
of these Tits, yet required the aid of the Christians in furnishing the dotaile and 
evidence ngainst individvaly, in onlee to assure their legal conviction of erimes 
whiol the accused would, in all protubifity, deny as baving been committed by 
the particular individuals under trial, however certain it might be to have been 


the Work of soine Druso or Druses. Aller many age replies they always 


retumed to the swne=that they could not give the evidence required, not point 
out any individual more guilty thin their neighbours, referring to the Tong lists 
formerly sent in us the only aid they could 

‘The Mufti then requested. the net in writing; this 
thoy declined to do. He then asked them to allow their reply to be written in 
Court, and to allix their signatures: they refused this also. ‘They were willing 
o speak it, hut not to write it or to allow it to be written. Te was folt juspos: 

ible to proceed at this rute, and ns somo indignation wos shown by the Court, 
the request of the Christians they were again allowed till to-morrow (13th) 
to make up. theit minds what they would do, 

And thux the matter stands this evening. ought to aay that I have this 
information of proceedings trom Fuad Pasha himself; I had no intimation that 
they were to appear before the Commission to-day, otherwise T should have sent 
to watch the proceedings, ‘Thin morning Iwas informed they were writing a 
petition to Fuad Pasha; they appear afterwards to have changed their intention. 

Tuave not the lightest doubt, Ia iy own iad, that these deputies are pate 
‘capnble of furnishing all the information and evidence that Fuad Pasha requires, 
and withhold it from factions motives and by concerted plan, evidently with m 
view to arrest the action of the Government unless it comply with their demand 

mary and general exeeation of the Druxes whose names they have sent 

uber, 1 believe, of at least 1,200. Thin idea is bome out by the fol- 

lowing fuets: T sent, yestenay for two of the Husbeya Doputios, T asked. them 
{o point oot to me the priccipal criminals among the prisoners now heres they 
repliod to me as they did to Fuad Pasha—an answer evidently. preconcerted. 
After @ good deal of fencing, Lid, “1 ne you know bo details; of course 
vou sai 1 said, * Indeed t 
ye them? Sonand-so,”” 

" “Oht yes Ido. The 

tho second, I only siw in the Sernl 

it Hasbeya daring the masscre ; the third, [me also helping the first to 
murder So-and-10 ; the fourth, T saw muner such another person,” naming the 
Emir Jaghja, aod so on. T quietly wrote down their statemont, by which I 


found that these two Deputies bad boen eye-witnesses of several assassinations — 
several of the assassin ow in prison. Yet, until by a Kind of uso this 
‘was extracted, they persisted in telling even_me they could point out no one as 
particularly guilty, and could give no details in evidence, while they were net ually 
‘capable of giving the very best. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 375, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Sonvary 17, 1861. 
HAVING had reason to fear that bis Excellency Fuad Pasha wax disposed 
to ako advantage of the te position in which the russ havo placed ther 
selves—probbly at the instigation of their ‘Turkish rulers—to deal with the 
Chiefs of the mation in x manner prompted rather by instinets of jealousy and 
selispreservation than by those of justice, 1 have weitten a despatch to Major 
Fraser, copy of which I havo the honur to incloss, souched in terme caleoluted 
to enable that officer to use such language in his contidential communication 
with his Excellency as shall induce hitm to nct with greater impartiality, 
z 40, 1 trust your Kxcelleney will not think my expressions: too 
sovero. Thi step has been taken rather as a precaution to guard against a 
pousible tendency, than as a remonatrunce against what hus taken, pluce : a 
‘private letter to Major Fraser, I have begged hitn to be eareful to com 
‘ny statements to Fund Pasha in such a way as shall neither be mortifying oor 
offensive 
T have, &e, : 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEHOY 


Inclosure 4 in No. 975. 
Lord Dufferin 69 Major Fraser 


Beyrout, January 16, 1861. 


YOU ore already aware that in my opinion the best chance of obtaining n 
‘good govermivent for this country connikts in detaching its administration from 
{tx present dependence on a distant capital ; io. rendering the head of the new 
goveroment personally respousible lor what oceure within his jurisdiction ; in 
recommending to his adoption certain improvements in the administrative 
departments of his Pastulio; and in subjecting bis goverment to such an 
amouat of supervisor Tnplied by the residence at his Court of Political 
Agents from the Five Power. = 

‘With guarantees like these, and under tbe auspices of an able uaa, it is to 
hoped that the motley population of Syria will enjoy greater tranquility aud 
‘happiness than tas yet fallen to their share. "The barbarous distinctions which 
Juve hitherto, divided its inhabitants into iumumerable tribes aud sects may be 
expected gradually to soften down; differences of race and of religion will to a 
certain extent become subordinate to those social relations which a community 
of interests will establish ; and the petty feuds which for 40 many years have 
deluged not merely the Fabanon, but every quarter of the proviie with blood, 
will become as impossible a8 they now are in Scotland, or in other eountrios 
where a state of nociety at one time not a whit low disanlerly has long wince 
disappeared beneath the benetcent influences of civilization. i 

Vader these circumstances, and with this prospect, Hain disposed to think 
that it will be advisable to abolish the anomalous privileges of the Lebanon, and 
to assimilate its administration with that of the rest of the Provines, 

Unhappily, there is one consideration whieh may induce some hesitation in 
‘arriving at 0 oatural a conclusion, For t the Turks howe exbibited 
towards the Christian and Drase inhabitants of this favoured district an ungene- 
rons and vindictive jealoosy. Unable to subject them immedintely to their 
sa sol, thy bare eccouriged mare had oe Sct in. the hope of 





insinuating their own authority. The late events may be considered the result 
Of this poy, 

fore, therefore, consenting to deprive these two unhappy tribes of the 
protection afforded thon by thei ndeprendence, one is naturally anxious to 
ascertain whether there is iiny likelihood that the new: Governor will take advan- 
tage of the circumstance to exhibit towards either of thers tbat treditional il ill 
fo which they: have hitherto been obnoxious, One. would hope. that "an 
{intelligent roan, who rightly appreciated his position and his duties would be 
ready at once fo nbanvdon tho inhuman thiditions of the Porte upon this subject 
‘nd make it a point of hionone to doal 40 considerately with thot who Euro 
will have thus confided to tvia eh: ws to leave them no room to tt 
boli of ther anciont privileges” Some asuranes jem ‘Te Meal eke 
lotely necessary ; and m scnse of justice will require it as much on bebalf of the 
Droste as of the Chto 

tereention of Europe, in the opinion not only of Her Majest 
, but also in that of the Government of France, as exproted by 
‘Thouvevel 10 Lond Cowley, is directed to insure the future wellbeing of ether 
tribe, Any securities, therefore. that it tony be necensary to require for the 
Christians, are equally to be extendeal to the Drusos.  Nayrthe futten realises 
of the Drosex to the Government onight even to bo a matter of greater solitude 
than that of the Christians. "These latter will always retain the sympathies, of 
Europe, and the slightest inclination exhibited by the Syrian Government to fail 
in ite duties towards thew will be unanimously ehecked by the Representatives of 
ad Pive Powers, Bot « similar anxioty will never be exhibited on behalf of the 
rane ation, 

‘To those who have but superficially examined the course of the late events, 
the Druses are little better than barbarous awsassing ; any oppression to which 
they may become subject ill probably bo n matter of indiderence to x majority 
of the Baropean Goveroments and w jealous or designing Viceruy would be able 
to vent his malice typon them with ‘impunity, Even in the cmaduct of so 
enlightened a person as his Excetlency Fuad Pasha, a tendency to abet the illiat 
eneroachments of the Central Government is observable, 

‘Taking advantage of the opportunity afforded him by the late disturbances, 
bie hus put tho Porte in completo possession of talf the: Monaioag ote nae 
sequestered the estates of the Druse ariatacracy he hax occupied the palace, and 
even contented the personal property, of the wealthiest of the Drose Chiefs, 
although its owner law not yet been proved guilty of any dect partidpation, ia 
the Into wvents, | He hax visited the richer Sheikhs with an lodiserulnatiog 
severity, which hit excessive leniency towards the chief ci ns of Damaxeus 
renders the more striking; and to © 
pored to tha Commis 
Punished, while the 


ale 

in impowsibilit the views of Turkish policy are incorrigible. 

therefore, we may be willing to harmonise the political privileges of the 

Mountain with the other inatitations of the Province, it ean oly be vn condition 

‘that the olvi and social rights of all ite inhabitants, Christian or non-Christian, 
are wales respected 

‘Tho right of the Druse nation to the maintenance of an undisturbed existence 
in tho Lebanon, on the slopes of Mount Hermoo, in tho Wadi.et-Teim, and arnid 
tho other ancient habitations oftheir noe, is as ndefeusiblo as that of the Christians 
to occupy the Kesrouan, ‘Their privileges are immemorial, and Her Britannle 
Majesty's Governinent will never be a party to aay arrngement which wil put 
them into jeoparly. 

1 im myself of opinion that if the future administration of the country 
‘were conducted on ratooal. prineiplos, it would be fur preferable to entrust the 
protection of thone in whom we are i 
Uhan, to the doobtfu 


in operation, they are an embarrassment to 
the ralery, and a dimdvantage to the ruled, If, however, instead of witnessing 
Pridencer of a mote minenanimous disposition, an incliastion is perceptible 1 


ha to take advantage of the false position in which the Druses have 
Reet ysacs ey crnsnaree nin caeones el waics ayant tele ore 
‘soa aap at nape lear be ‘onder to eontinge that banctul 
Policy which has at last outwearied the patience of Europe; if the Druse 
Mstocracy are to be destroyed, their possessions indiscriminately. coutiseated, 
fe the whole mation reduced toa late servile inpoens, inorder gril 
the jealousy of a Goverament which can only maintain its own eminence 
epee ee a 
I shall be justified in’ consenting to abolish privileges which the persistont 
injustice of all Turkish authorities would acct to render indispensable: and 
whether, afterall it would not be beicr to accept the invitation of the Frenc 
to unite Druse and Christian under the mis of n.comtnon independence against 
the pernicious designs of those whom they have leneut to reganl ns Uveir common 
enemy, rather than, ns they ought to be, théie natural protector. 

Under any circumstances, I would beg you to represent these views to his 
Excellency Fuad Pasha in xuch a nunner ax your discretion may sugaest, in 
fonder that we tay ascertain haw far it would be prudent to entrust hitn with 
Aonty ovr he Sines ofthe natant ofthe Yano. 

(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Toclosure 5 in No. 375. 
Lord Dufferin 40 Sir H, Bulwer 


Sir, Reyrout, January 18, 1861, 

IN some of my former despatches to your Excellenoy I have had occasion 
to allude to the state of disorder which for some time past hay boon prevailing 
in the parely Maronite distri of Kesrouan, 

1 pow have the honour of transmitting to your Excellency a paper contain 
certain accusations which the exiled Chiets of the House of Khazin have profarresd 
Against the leader of the insurreotion which drove them from their homes. 

‘A perusal of this document will enable your Bxcellenay to perceive that the 
disonters and the inhuman outrages of which the Lebanon has been for 40 many 
Years the theatre have bect exclusively confined neither to the Mixed districts 
hor to antagonistic races, In fact, the erimes committed by the Christian 
followors of Tana Shahi, on the peryons of same of the unfortunate Indios of 
the Khazin family, exceed anything that has ever been laid to the charge of the 
Druse nation. It is also, Tain assured, 1 fhet too notorious to be disputed, that 
tho rebel leader and hie adherents who still remain in undisputed possession 
ofthe lands of the exiled Sis, were encouraged 0d countenanced in ther 

cx by Bishop Tobia and somo of his brother ecelesinstics, 
ae an brs feom such @ condition of affairs would lead one to 
consider that the so-called privileges of the Lebasion are as conducive to wnatchy 
in the Christian portion of the Mountain as they have beon to discord in the 
Mixed districts ; and that the introduction of @ strong Government is as necessary 
‘one quarter as the other. 
a bord ae to Bishop Tobia, who may be considered as ane of the chief 
causes of all the misery and bloodshed which has existed in the Lebanot 
would only say that his removal from the country is an absolute necessity, 
Unfortunately it will be difficult to discover any direct evidence aguinat him, 
His baneful influcnce ia perceptible in every disturbance, but his exution and 
cunning make it rather felt than seen, | intend eventually sounding my French 
Colleague upon this subject : but os every day furnishos us with fresh Indications: 
‘Of his perversity, I intend delaying this step until a favourable opportanity 
Should occar. ee , 
Si cr Un certo of lite acihoaty tei justified, it would be in 
the case of this unscrupulous Prelate, whowe ambition and passion for i 
‘ery one's eonrption ofthe worst sfcinen of a medieval eclesiasti 
me, Ke ee 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
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Toclosure 6 in No. 375. 
Accusations brought agoinat Tennis Shain. 


ACCUSATIONS contre Tanios Chahine, de Reifoun, dans le Province de 
Kesrawin 

1, Pour avoir dans te mois de Novembre 1858, ndopté le titre de Sheikh 
Phubat (Chef des jounes zens) et apres le ttre de Bey. 

2, Pour s'dtre mis i la téte d'un mouvement révolutionnaire qui n'avait pour 
‘wut que d'amouer un désordre dans cette province et do produite une désongabi- 
sation gouvernementale 

3. Pour avoir cxcité par ses diverses discours un grand nombre des 
habitants des villages du Kesrawiun, et pour avoir nommé parmi cux ses repr 
sontatants afin de les associer dans ses téfats et 

Suivont les noms de vingt-six délégués avec leurs villages. 

‘es personnes furent reconnues par le dit Taniox Chahine par application 
du Chef de FAmociation des jeunes gona plusieurs parmi eux adopternt le 
titro de Bey, 

4. Pour avoir invité lex suivants de son paetie dachéter des armes offeusives 
a Beyroot et autres pact. 

°, Pour avoir commande b tex déligués de manasser des sommes d'argent 
dex bourgeois paisibles afin d'achetor des arwes et des munitions de guerre 

6. Pour avoir donné Vordre sea: déligués do disteibuer & ses. suivant 
‘annes et cle» munitions de guerre afin d'onguniser lour armement couplet 

7, Pour avoir en 1897. soulevé U'éendard Wave insurrection et pour 
sitro mis A la této de sex suivants qu’ll ordonna de wiassembler chez tui & 
Reifous. 

&. Pour avoir excité ot intimé (vie} doutrages et de chasser les Chefs Feudal 
de ta Provinee du Kesenwan, 

9. Pour avoir dans le courant de la m wnnée au mois de Janvier opért 
au grand rassomblement de sex ruivants, et s'dtre rendu avec eux & Gosta afi 
de maxsiorer ls facnille Khazim, qui ve wettant en fuite au grand peril de la vie 
échappdront yu sort qui lour était destiné. Néssmoins Jes insurgents tirtreat 
sur eux des coupe de fusils, doat une perga le cheval que mootait Abdalla Hottae 
Khazin. 

10. Pour avoir au mois de Juillet de Ia méwe année réuni i Azell 
petit nombre de ses suivants de la plus uauvaise réputation dans lo but de 
Masnorer certains personages de la famille do Khazim qui s'y trouvérent encores 
wt par conndquedt yank 6 Vinwigteur et auteur de a mort do Ia femme dt 
Dinh Kbaxim ot a2 fille Sosanne qui furent fusillées, et des blessures qui fareat 
indlgdes hla tdte de ma reconde fille Naofara. par des coups de yataghan, a 
bbien que de la destruction de la maison de Nicolas Khasim et de la mise on fuite 
du reste de cette famille qui se trouvireot & Azalhoub, 

11. Pour avoir ordonné qu’on nfenterre oe victimes; mais qu'on Tet 
dépouille de leurs vitements, ct aprés les avoir Inisnés dane cet tat pout 
Pluxiowrs jours fit trainer Jours endavees jusqu’a unc muraille qu'on ft écroulet 
sue eux, dutant que le pillage de leurs maisons. Z 

12, Pour avoie ngslomoné et conflsqié la récolte de la famille de Khazithy 
leurs chevaux ot leurs bestiaux. 

13, Pour avoir ordouné qu'on coupe les chemins et pour avoir ondonné dé 
poursuivre dans leur retraite un grand nombre de paysans qui hahitalent whe 
‘autre province, soit Cheétiens ov Metualis, qu’le ont arrétés et dépouillés. 

14. Pour avoir fimppé ct emprisonné plusicurs habitants’ paisibles qa 
avaient refasé de se soumettre & nos ondres «insurrection, 

15, Pour avoir envoyé de sex agents & autres provinces pour invitor ears 
tabitante a se lever aux amncs contre len Chefs fendals et fe Gouvernemed 
Hoc, ge qui ameter une fasurection qui fat suvie de grandes pertes pout 
chefs. 

16, Pour avoir annonce par maintes lettres diapersée dans diverses province? 
quiil Gait te Représentaut du peuple suivant ta volonts des sept Puissant 
Européennes, et qu'il était en possession d’ordres honorifiques des dite 
Paissances qui testtinient ceci. x 

17. Pour avoir été une des causes principales da grand mouvement diasut- 
rection connu au monde par le nom de Tinsurrection de Kesrawan contre 16 
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Chefs feudals qui emmeners leur chasse do leurs terres at In confiscation de leurs 
bens; pour rémédier laquelle le Gouvernement Ture sa su venit en aide 
‘quoiquil avait le vooloir. 

18. Pour avoir intimé & certains de ses suivants d'attaquer et mettre en 
foite les olficiers et gens du Gouvernement Taro qui Gaient venus pour fai 
Festituer certaines biens confisqués & Nekach en leur tirant des coups de fusils 

ls leurs mis en fuite. 

19. Pour avoir agi d'une telle maniére que quand il fut nécessaire wn jour 
Meavoyer une force de la part de la Porte dans te Kesrouan pour ealmer une 
guerre que les Chrétiens avaient commencé contre les Metualis, que cotte force 
Gait obligée Waller A Jebel de cralate eure attaqucs le long do fa die comme 
ls avaient étaient auparavant 

20. Pour avoir écrit une lettre aux habitants de Jebell dans Iaquelte it leur 
it de no par reconnaltre Vardro du Gouvernement Ture et du Kaitoakaan donné 
A tn force dernitrement arrivée parcequ'il pouddalt un “ tillordi” des sopt 
Puissances, qui dédlare que la liberté a été donné aux Chrétlens et quis ne sant 
fujets 4 personne et que #ils voulaient étre délivets de Posctavage, personne 1 
ouvait los empécher, nfo Mushir nl le Kuimakam, et dans Inquelle Hour dit noasi 
ve wile avaiont bosoin dala rrait une quantitd hommes, et qu0 ai 
Jor lima le Commandant do tn fore eavoye par le Gouvernement avait 
Faudace de ne pax reconnaitre ordre quit Iul envoie de quitter le pays, qu'il 
dovait lui éerire de suite afin damence des hommes deo tout este, 

21, Pour avoir devs lo drapesu trieolore de Ia France pour animor ods 
Iabitaote se réunir et le suivre dans Hiovurrection susdite, 


(Suivent les signatures de sept Sheikha de Ia famnillo Kazim.) 


Inclosure 7 in No. 875. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrowt, Janvary 18, 1861. 
IN a previous despatel Thad the honour to inform your Excolleney that 1 

regretted Food Pasha should afford such plausible pretests to those whose 

interest it wos to criticize his government for many of their complaints 

such a circumstance could only be accounted for on the supposition 

fijlure in inspiring the confidence of the Christian population arwe it 

bis incompetenco to govers, from the emptiness of his treasury 

influences of a fanatical and reactionary tendency, originating at Constanti- 

nople, x 

‘Although great intellectual ability may certainly co-exist with inaptitude for 
the conduct of affirs, it ix difficult fOr any ove nequainted with his Excellency 
to believe he ix defective in the talents necessary to w practical stateatnon, 

“The effect, therefore, of what we obscrvé, must he referred rather to the 
two Jatter causes. Hut’ although ft may be ‘admitted that a destitution of 
Pecuniary resources will account for a great deal, there are certain symptoonx 
10 hin general poley which cannot luve been influenced by any such comider- 

ions. 

It is, therefore, to the third and last supposition, that 1 am disposed to refer 
{8 great deal of what is unsatisfactory in his conduct. Indeed, I have rowson to 
know that he receives: instructions from home, conecived in a xetse different 
frown what ho hivelf would have recommended, and that the scandalous 
‘ndcavour to acquit Khoorshid Pasha nnd the other ‘Lurks at the expense of the 
lives of the thirty Druse Sheikhs has been inapired trom Constantinople. If, 
therefore, he should scem woneconntably loth to throw himself into the arts of 
the Ruropean Commission ; if he should use every expedient to deaien the blow 
Which he is commissioned to strike; if the energy he displayed at Damaecus 
‘should suddenly tum into an attempt to screen all Mahornetan offenders ; above 
All things, if those who know him pretty well are able to detect from time to 
tiie antagonistic influences at work within his breast, it may not be unreason- 
able to account for the inconsistency of his wetious by supposing that he cannot 
Aecide which part to play, whethor to presceve his future position at Constanti- 


Sie ori. 





nople by becoming the apologist and defender of the interests of the Porte, or ta 
create for himself a career in this country, by couseating to carry out the views 
of Europe. Such 0 Hesitation, impossible to an unscrapalous man, raxy be 
some sort considered to do bis Excellency credit, as it would be almost a betrayal 
of his Soversign’s confideuce were he to disregard the illiberal admonitions be 
may receive from home. 

The conduct of Emin Pasha at Damascus rather tends to confirm these 
conjectures. Fle is certainly endeavouring to conciliate the Moslem party z be 
holds language, T am told, unfavourable to Fuad Pasha. His first act, after his 
arrival, was to insult the American Consul, and to turn a certain Mosler, who 
had greatly distinguished himself by bis protection of the Christians, out of the 
Council. He has, moreover, further astounded the inhabitants by @ remark 100 
ddeoll to have been invented for him: “You bave both,” said he, Christians 
and Moslens, been duly punished for your sine—let no more be said about the 
iwatter,” The original expression, however, though generally interpreted a8 L 
have relat, beurs the notion of provideotial visitation as much as punishe 
ment, 

Under any cireumatances, i is evident that we cannot expect Fuad Pasha 
{0 act in suet & way ax can alone restore peace aud confidence to this unhappy 
eountey, ax long as his position remains igvous, 

The sooner, therefore, our Report ean be concladed, and_an uoderstanding 
Is arrived at with tho Porte ax to the foture government of the country, the 
better, 

have spoken in this sense to M. Biclard, and he agrees with me: unfor 
tunately his tosteuctions in regurd to the Articles of the Memorandam will not 
arvivo until Monday, so that nominally he ia ati eld to the old Shehab idea } 
fand even now there it reason to fear M. Thoovenel may not have giver him the 
evestary liberty to agree at once to a Report dovied in seconlance will 
thew. 

In the meantiine.if only wo could effect a Liberal and satisfictory settlement 
of the indemnity, much. would be done in the way of restoring confidence ; and 
trust your Excellency will ave compassion of our destitute condition, and 
induce His Imperial Majesty to. repair, without delay, the loses exused by the 
mismanagement of his servants 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANRBOYR. 





No. 376, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Ruseell—(Received January 31. 
are Duff huseell—( January 31.) 


My Lond, 
IN may ast despateh No, 
tewnsmit to your Lordsh 


containing a report 


Plain of Daroascun 


required confirmation, 
ip that the cireumxtanoe 
ross eXngzeration, and that the rumoured 


eryhore of 

ination manifested by the ageats of France 

msion, and to the Government, representations tending 

, © Fountey in in o state to require the prolongation of a foreig® 

oceupation, and itis observuble tht these alarming rumours sevrally arise at 

the. moment » mail is at the point of starting, and too late to admit of ony 

veriflention of the truth. 

So striking are the pains taken to produce this effect, that 1 ventured the 
other day to take advantage of the familiarity which existe between M. 2 

aut myself to mention to hin that 1 observed a decided intention had bese 

artived ut by himself, by the General, and by all the agents of his Governinett, 


523 


that the French army should not quit the country ; that I regretted this predeter- 
ination, which the cireumstances of the case did not seem to me to justify ; 
that although it could not be denied that the province was not in a satisfactory 
state, that the remedy evidently did not lic in foreign occupation, inasmuch as 
the crils complained of continued in spite of French troops boing in the country. 
While others of a different order, though of an equally grave character, were 
called into existence by their presence; that 

to act as police, which was the only 

excused, as no. ove pretended to anti 

massacres; that if their army remained, it was ico 

not arise to make the country the theatre of some 


at long as the French troops were here, the Sfarouites woul ‘acter be suited 
th any solution of the diieulty short of cue which we all agreed to be lingo. 
ible; that ns it was, we suw the evil effects of tho wnbenlthy, stimulus th 
afforded to their atural disaffection, in tho endeavours of the priesthood and 
their associates to embarmas the Government by roftsing to allow any evidence 
to be xiven agninst those whom they had ncewsed ; and that, at all ovents, it had 
become advisable that M. de Heaufort s! 
rout. 

M. Béclard pleaded, in reply, that Fuad Pasha bad utterly failed to restore 
confidence; that Christian vatives and Europeans wero equally desponding : 
that If the French wero to go, the inhabitants of the Mixed districts would 
retire from their villages to Beyrout, and the wealthior oltizens of Heyrout would 
fie to Alexandrian that everewhere he resol wusaictary iniligence of 
‘what was going on, and that the presence of French soldiers was more especially 
Tenefiat fa the roconstenction ofthe Rated villages of the Labyndes 

‘To thie U returned, that U hid always been given to understand that the 
Emperor intended his troops should remain, if possible, only two months in the 
country j that great pains had been taken to persuade the people of England of 
the sincority of this intention, but that when they beard that house-rootinyy was 
to be made a pretext for a prolonged occupation, I feared that the more prejudiced 
and less penetrating portion of our population would coosider such propositions as 
iNusory. At the same tinie, I'wox needy to admit that among A gyeat portion 
‘of the native Christian poputation coosiderble misgivinga atill existed ; that 
Fund Pasha had failed to restore confidence, bot that this was to be accounted 
for by his want of money, and the malign inBucaco by which his own libernt 
inclinations were counteracted from Constantinople ; that it was quite, natural 
‘we each should consider the quortion of vocupation from different paints of view, 
though he must now know mo too, well to suspect U was actuated by any gultry 
feeling of jealousy; that we both had xubmitted our respective vows 60 oUF 
Governments; and that it was ot home rather than here that the question rust 
be eventually decided. 

T would remark, however, in reference to this important sujet, that there 
‘san be no doubt the French are determined to stay, 

General do Beaufort talked to me of the **démenco” of thoxe who wished 
the occupation to cease, and alinost all his officers hold the snane Jangoinge. Tt 
becomes a question, then, wxto the ultimate projects they may have in view, It 
fe impossible to beliore that #0 violeat aa ineleation fo reeacn a. the country 
should bo compatible with the intention of Tying inactive at Beyrout during the 
ensuing summer. ‘The p ‘of some feat of arms must be in contemplation. 
Under these circumstances it can only be the occupation of Damascus or an 
expedition to the Hauran. 

If either of these things be attempted by the French alone there will ensue 
a suspension of Turkish ei all-over the countey- All concert between 
Fuad Pasha and the General will be at an end: every considerution will be 















































sacrificed to that of acquiring renown ; and it seven possible a continceney may 
‘occur which will result in the necessity of vindicating the honour of the Freneb 
flag by further reinforcements, and operations tantamount to a conquest of the 
county. 

‘On the other band it is certun, if they choose to dos0, ou allies can evoke 
stich a demonstration of panic amoug the Christian ax of Mount 
Lebanon ax will effectually colour all. their declarations. only method to 
counteract thir influence would be by placing Fuad Pasha in possession of the 
‘means to indemoily the inhabitants (or their late lower. Unfortunately the Porte 
hha» delayed this important operation. The Treasury is so empty that even 
Colonel Burnaby and M. Ferrette have been obliged to suspend their labours 5 
‘aud the Government is deprived of the only really potent instrument of 
coneitiation, 

Under these circumstances it becomes difficult to discover a remedy for our 
cmbarmasments. If Fuad Pasha became a free agent, if funds were phiced at 
his disposal, if the French Government could be induced to abandon its de-igns 
‘oot of acquiring the country (of that I think there iso danger oF intention), but 
‘of making it the theatre of some military exploit, and labour with Fngland 
tocompose the agitation of its inhabitants. things would, grodually settle dows 
ina satisfactory manner, and Syrin would acquire the blessings of peace and 
geod government ; but to leave General de Beaufort and his army untrammelied 
by any definite instructions, to act nominally in concert, but pmetically in an 
independent, or rather inn hostile sense to Fuad Pasha, would result in increasing 
instead of in remedying the general disorganization of society. 


Thave &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 877. 


5 Lert Defies to Lor Dal—(emot ower. 31) 
(No, 61) 
My Lord, Reyrout, Jenuary 18, 1861. 

IN my deypateh No. 60 of to-day’s date Thad the honour to state that T 
considered the presence of the French troops in the country vory detrimental to 
the prestige of the Sultan’s authority. 

T had hardly concluded my deypatch when an express from Nazareth 
rrived with a reaiarkable consrmation of the truth of this remark. 

‘a your Lodiip wil remeber Ihave already bad the honour of, tating 
that T had ound mysol€ obliged to request his Excellency Fuad Pasha to interfere 
con bebalf of certain ted Protextanta of Galilee; and that in consequence 
‘man named Michacl Gehan, the author of the outrage complained of, had been 
put in prison by his Exeelleney’s ore 

Tewool! now appear, fm a statement have jst eeived from Mr, Trans, 
Interpreter to Her Britannic Mnjesty's Consulate at Jerusalem, who has been 
went by Mr. Finn to investigate the asfoir, that the Latin Guardian of the 
Franciscan Convent, at tho head of fifty or sixty mon, has rescued! the culprit 
Getan, under pretece of eablog bit to appeal tobe French Commissioner a 

rots 
Td not think a more appeniteilustration could occur ofthe evils Tbave 
alluded to- 

Thave the honour to inclose to. your Lordship extracts from Mr. Tans’ 
despotch and from u letter addressed by Mr. Zeller to Major Fraset upon the 
same subject « 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANRBOYE. 


Inelonare 1 in No. 377. 
Mr. Tanne to Lord Dufferin. 
(Eixtevet,) Jerusalem, January 14, 1861. 


‘THIS afternocn the Mudie informed me that the Guariian of the Franciscan 
Convent hd come fo the Serai with fity or sixty men of his congregation, and 
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fad demanded the immediate release of Michal Gehan. ‘The Mudir alleged that 
Abe had not been able to resist their demand, as he had only a few policemen at 
his disposal, and as he was afraid the Latins would raise an insurrection. He 
Affirmed, however, the Latins had taken Michael Gehan out of prison without 
his knowledge and consent. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 377. 
Mr. Zeller to Major Fraser. 


(Extmet.) Nazareth, Janvary 14, 1861 
THE. conduct of the Latins, with a Franciscan monk at their hend, who 
took Michael Gchan out of prison, in Nazareth (in spite of tho oner of Fuad 
Pasha), in the presence of Mr, Finn's agent, shows clearly that the Latins rely 
finding some strong defender of their lawless proceedings with the Turkish 
ernment 
Thear that » monk from here, an agent of the Latin Patriarch in Jerusalem, 
4 going with Michacl Gehan to Beyrout to represent the matter to the French 
Comsnissioner. 


No. 7, 


Lord Dufferin to Lard J. Russell —(Recvived January 81.) 
Bo. 62,) 

My Lord, Beyrout, January 18, 1861. 
YESTERDAY tmy Freach colleague was good enough to inforin me that he 
received a private letter from M. Thouvenel, conveying a general. approval 

‘Of the Articles contained in the Memorandum T have already had the honour of 

Wansinitting to your Lonlship, but that he was instructed to make certain 

“Mrerves in favour of the privilogea of the Lebanon. 

‘As the preservation of anomalous privileges in tho Lebanon would, I fent, 
be incompatible with a satisfactory settlement for the whole province, I ahall do. 
Thy beat to induce my colleague to modify his views in this regard; and T trust 
Her Majesty's Government may be able to persuade M. Thouvenel to content 


(Sigoed).' DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 





No. 978. 
Earl Corley 10 Lord J, Russell Received January 31.) 
Wo. 171.) 


My Lord, Paris, Janvary 30, 1861. 
T WAS so unwell when I addressed your Lordship my despatob No: 160 


q ess aa at I fear I did not state with sufticient clearnoes the reasons 


of 
led me to submit to the consideration of Her Majesty's Government the 
Mizeestion that some latitude should be allowed me to consent tos limited 
tion of the occupation of Syria. Pormit me, therefore, to add a few 

of explanation now. 
‘As I said yesterday, I have not the least doubt that, with common firmness 
Pa te part of the Porte, we can compel the fithfil execution by the French 
ment of the Convention of the sth of September, sutject only to such 
Tinpediments as the season of the year may place in the way of the embarkation 


troops on an exposed coast. 
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‘Your Loniship will naturally ask why, such being my conviction, and with 
the knowledge I have of the importance which Her Majesty's ‘Government attach 
to the departure of the French troops from Syria, 1 should take apon myself 
suggest any delay, however short, in the complete fulfilment of the stipulations 
fof the Convention. My answer sball be as concise as I can make it. 

Tt seems to ae that, in all political questions, the fature as well as the 

present should be taken into consideration. Now I cannot conceal from 1} 
{nd therefore it is my duty to state it to Her Majesty's Government, that 18 
{nsist upon the literal execution of the Convention of the Sth of September may. 
have consequences very serious for the Porte, and will add to the irritation 
‘against Great Britain which, at this moment, is too evident in France. 

‘When [ say, serious consequences for the Porte, I mean that the Empereg 
will not forget the humiliation to which he will conceive himself to be exposed 
by the resolution of the Porte summarily to dispense with the further nssistanss 
‘of his troops. ‘This fecling of humiliation will add to the apathy, not to ay the 
fatipathy, with which His Majesty nlready regards the Ottoman Empire, and 

I dispose hin to eonnive at, if not to originate himself, attacks upon he 
authority and independence of the Sultan. 

“The iritation with regard to Great Britain is, if I may so express asyeelhy® 
popular ritier than an Imperial feeling. Tt arises, ot this moment, from ais 
Ppponite eatnes, It ia religious it ix commercial, it is political. The posit 
crete Pope is escribed by the Clerical party to British counsels: the Comer 
Gal Treaty is rogarded by the Protectionists as a maceifice to Weitish interesthi, 
the fallore. of the Treaty of Zurich, the departure of the French squadron fram 

wets, and other matters connected with the Italian question, aro attributed 
Tiriish influences Loud, then, are the protestations against the sacrifice of tt 
Syrian Christians to the exigencios of British Statesmen, for it is ‘surmised thal 
Srrpirte mould bot stir in tbia matter except at the instigation of Her Majestf® 
Government. 

Tor Majesty's Government may say that they eaoot help the perversentt 
oto aie Gov'Cunet penis Uo policy ta be guided or coool 
the ebulltion of the excitable feelings of any other nation ; and T am not p 
to aay that, if the interosts of Great Britain alone were at stake, 1 should ait 
thought it worth while to toake these observations to your Laniship. But 
maintenance of the integrity. and independence of the Ottoman Empire 
always been a point of such importance in the sy a ost 
ftoything likely to subvert the one ar the other is therefore worthy of the ‘cons 
deration of Her Majesty's Goverument. 

But why, your Lordship will yesarly Ingure, should the Emperor deste 
to sel This engagements by keeping bis troops in Syria beyond the Ce 
stipulated ! 

itis atmorphere wale 


which are comnn 


of Syria that. he hal no anxiet 
Emperor was determined not to leave his troops a momen 
mont present change? No doubt, 
appear Emperr. oth 
tho Commander of the French troops, 
neither likes to net in ditect contravention of the advice of the latter, 10m 
rete Ma lower Hie prion with the former. At the same Gime, ne CBE 
party ia Brunce has been at work. ‘The Emperor is represanted as wi ; 
From the Marvaites that protection which it has been the honour of 
flag to afford to them, and his conduct in Syria is atigmatised as 
orollary of his vondvet at Rowe. Thea follow the aceusations of subs 
Bish poliey, and denunciations of British selfishness. One perhaps 
‘of purpose than is the Emperor (in little matters) would disregard these 
Stentione, but it is io his character to temporise until forced to decision. 

"The question then comes, When shall constraint be employed in the 
‘under consideration? T presume that if Her Majesty's Government oul 
thomesives that not a French soldier would remaio in Syria on the Ist 
they would prefer that quiet solution of the Syrian question to a sore 
celunton—the resall of a discustion which, however carefully cond: 
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handly fail of leaving unpleasant reminiscences behind, and might be attended 
‘with other consequences to which I have adverted above; discussion, too, in 
‘which France can count with certainty on the support of Russia und Prussia. 

But how are Her Majesty's Government to be satisfied that such will be 
the result of their moderation? Why may not the same reasons for continued 
cccopation be advanced tno months hence as are put forward now ? 

fn the Girst place, I eannot but think that such precautions may be taken, in 
the Conference which M. Thouvenel wishes to convoke, as must put an end to 
all farther equirocation on the part of the French Government it 
ie to be supposed that by that time, with a little diligence on the part of the 
Commission, a legal administration will have been instituted in the Lebanon, 
‘when all excuse for further occupation will cease. 

Tt is possible that, before the mesting of the Conference, the French 
Government may show themselves to be more disposed than they seem now to 
fan immediate evacuations und all I desire, therefore, is, that Her Majesty's 
Government should do me the honour to take my remarks into their serious 
consideration, with a view of deciding whether they will give me contingent 
instructions. 

T need not ossure your Lordship that T have no wish to aid the French 
Governinent in repudiating engogements to which 1, ns the Representative of 
Her Majesty's Government, was @ contracting party. Your Lordship ma 
trust me to enforeo them at once, i it ix your will that they should be enforced, 
fs you may trust me to use with discretion any Tatitude whiol you may be 

to give me, in consideration of the wtatement whioh I have ought ft my 
duty thas to make. 

1 tnust not forget. in conolusion, to call your Lordship's attention to the 
facility with which excuses, real or imaginary, may be made of the stato of the 
‘weather to account for tho nonembarkation of the troops, even should the 
Freoch Goverament be held to thoir positive engagements, This is, perhaps, an 
‘additional reason for consonting to sorne delay 

T have, & 
(Signed) ' COWLEY. 





No. 380, 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 66.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Febrvary 1, 1861. 
SINCE I informed your Lordship of the approbation of Her Majesty's 
Government of your plan ior the pacification of Syria, obstacles of « serious kind 
sen t0 prevent its asl adoption, ‘The Sultan's Ministers. looking upon 
infringement of the sovereignty of the Porto, and the establishment of 
fence, have declared that 'Turkey will not consent to ity 
wenet, on the othet hand, anxious to preserve the semnirindependence 
‘kata, as it Was settled in 1842 and 1843, declares that 
France will consider the maltenance of those arrangements ut indispensable 
condition of the future orzuaization, 
Toth Powers wish the labours of the, Commission to be confined to the 
Lebanon, 
‘Such being the diffcultics, and the speedy evacuation of Syria by European 
troops being very desirable, T have to instruct you: ae 
st, ‘To preserve the Christian Kaimakumship as settled by the arrangements 
of 1842-45, 
wor confine the plan of the Commissioners to the government of the 
non. 
‘edly. ‘To ask from the Porte the immediate contribution of 8 sum not less 
tian 200/000 forthe restoration of Christian villages in the Mountain. 


am, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 
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No. 381, 


Aali Pasha to M, Musuros—{Communicated to Lord J. Rusell by Mf. Mrerus, 
February 2.) 


M. l'Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 22 Janvier, 1860, 
J'AI Thonneur de vous envoyer, cijoint lee Articles qui forment la Uase de 
Vorgnnivation future de la Syrie. 
ite Lt Sublime Porte n'hisite pas adéclarer quisvee un syrtdme de cette ature, 
elle sera parfultement en état de rézablic ot de’ umiotecis Feeeee i 
alle sr pate ir Vordre et la tranquillité 
Nous espérous que cette résolution, qui ne turers pas a recevuir son 
extn cate opr at mar, eee 
jJe.n'si paw bescin d’ajouter que In responsabilité d'accomplir une thebe 
‘a diffcile ne peut s'usumer que par une liberté d'action proportionnce ala 
gruleurdu devoir, Cet important point sera, nous n’en doutons pas, spprecse 
vee bienvellance et Gis par low Grande Cabinets, yet ne: cherkeet The i 
‘olution satisfnante de cette malheureuse quetion, 
Pn communiquant-& M: le Minlstre dex Affaires Etrangtres de Ss Majesté 
Britannique to déeision dont it s'ngit,, vous voudrex bien assure son Excellcace 
que la Sublime Porte, pudtrde de ln gravité des oblizations qui lui ocombent, ot 
Intérende au ruprime degré voir Ix trunquilité rémer dans une partic ab 
Hoportante de Empire, négligera view pour établir sur des bases aclides et 
umes te ryatime qu'elle vient adopter. 
inn otytten_autorisé, M. YAmbasadeur, & remettre copio de cette deptche, 
anal quo de son annexe, si M. lo Ministre yous en timoighe lo dear 
Se vous prie, &e. 
(Signé) "ALL. 


—$——— 
Taclovure in No. 381 


Articles containing the Basra for the fature Government of Syria. 
(Traduction, 


}. VEFFECTIF de Tarméo Impétisle d'Aribie sera porté au maximum 
réglomentaite, c'est Sedine, au chitfre de vingt-six mille hommes, ety sera 
‘mmnintenti. 

2, Les. revenus, autres que ceux des douanes des provinces comprises. dane 
4a circonscription de In dite ariade, seront affectés A son entretien Te ens 
‘ol cow revenus ne seralent (his suflisants, on auruit recours aux reveuus de méme 
‘oature dos autres provinces. 

3, Le mode de complster Vfleetif do la dito armée, ot le choix de couserite 
Aestings cet effet, veront Fubjet dune discussion & pare. 

4. Un corps mobile de eavalorie, chargé d'empécher les tribus nomades de 
Avante Te pays seem onginisé su le pied de troupes rigulires 

5, Te Comimandant-ewehef de la dite armnée, qui aura aueel fe commande 


ment da dit Corps Mobile, wera chargé du maintien de la sécurité publique dans 


toute la eiteonscription de H'armée, et on aura la responsabilité, 

[Les nents de ta Police des vlles et des bourgs seront également sous la 
Juridiction “du Muchir de Termée, mais employés sous les ordres des 
Gouverneur-Généraux. Cos ngents seront rectutés des Sfusulmans et des 
Chitin inciencteenks 

7. Lex provinces de Darnas et de Sayda seront gouvernées chat nis 
‘meat par sn Gourerncur-Giénral dun extactie eqroure e capable, 

5. Il sera formé dans chacune de ces deux provinces un Grand Conseil 
Mixte composé de membres appartenant aax différentes communantés existantes, 
‘et ayant des attributions clairement definies, 

9 Dans chaeune de ces deux provinces il cera également formée une Cour 
Griminelle Mixte, et composé de membres capables ot eompétents, 

10, Les Conseils des Sandjuks seront assimilés & ceux des provinees quant & 
Jour forme et d leur organisation. 

Ue Chaque année, i une époque déterminée et fixe, on choisrait dass tous 
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"ies Scndjaks de 1a provinoe une personne parmi les Musalmans et une de chaque 
‘ Ie cxtontumeaté CotGenhe & Tuite, tn eats de Sa Majesté Impériale 
“Sultan, lesquels seront envoyés au chef-licu dela province, La ils devront 
‘Hire récnis au Grand Conseil de la province, qui formera, sous la présidence du 
Gouverneur-Geénéral, un Conse-Genéral dont chacin ‘Jos membres aura, 3 
‘exposer ot 4 étudiee les hesoins du pays par rapport a I'agriculture, au commerce, 
Wier tucures de shreté publiue, th Lasitte des impots, soit dans Tintét 
icolier de ses commettants, soit dans Tintérét général de la province. La 
de ce Conseil ne devra pas dépaaser le terme de deux mois, Coux des 
Yabitants d'un Sandjak appartenant it une communauté queleonque, et dont le 
‘tombe n'atteindra pas le chiffre de mille Gmes, nauront pas le droit dlenvoyer 
4 Dalégué au dit Conseil. 


-ordon; nise & execution des mesures y indiqués, He 
18. Chague ‘année & l'époque de la réunion des Conseils-Généraux indiqués 
‘das MArtiche précédent, un = dignitaire de la Sublime Porte sera envoyé en 
Syric comme Inspecteur" Général, w 
aria Contnapasnt-Generl det force are sro eoloiat 1 prendre 
Pargenco, et u'accord ayee le Gouverneur Civil, toutes les. mesures rnllitaires 
de Tordre et Ja scourité des habitants exigersicnt. 
xcellenoo Fuad Pacha restera. provisoirement jusqu’d I'éablisse- 
‘Rent de ces Conseils t & la mise A exeution dos mesos ci-demux Enonicéen. 


No, 982, 


Memorandum of the Negotiations between Her Majesty's Government and the 
French F onl a0 the mubject of vending an Armed Expedition to 
‘Byria. 

‘ON the Sth July, 1860, Lond Cowley received a note from M. Thouvenel, 
‘urgently. geo to ce hin {a consequence of news he had received of the 
Massacre of the Christian populations in Syria. 2 ites 

(On Lord Cowie alg pon M. Thouveve the attr having camo 
‘the various. which be had received from Syria, varying in date from the 

Wer to the Zat of June, 1860, expatinted at great length, and with much 

‘martth upon the evident inability of the Turkish authorities to. maintain order 

la Syria, tho impossibility of leaving matters in their present state, and urged 

that the arrangements of 1845 ought not to romain a dead letter, but authorised 
Beagrie of arte came Ribs ts Fins ud bo 
feat into the disturbed districts, aud if it were found that the Porte was unible 
Ye frais the force necessary to restore onder, might not the Sultan be vite to 
from. Viceroy of Egypt 

a ee ee cc ta ie ears Covet earorag 
this notion, althor ‘wus convinced that they would be most ready to join 
‘ith the Imperial Government in taking measores to insure an efficicnt protec 
tion of the Christian inhabitants of the Lebanon, and a better adwinistention of 
the Government of Syria. He trusted that the reinforcements which had been 
Sent from Constantinople would be found safficient to restore order and 
tranquillity. eis 

pt of the above ews from Lerd Cowley, Her Majesty's Govorn- 
Reson eter! tet they would press on the Porte to exert their utmost efforts 
ia relation to Syria, but not to ask the assistance of the Viceroy of Egyph who 
Fas ciming at independence. Her Majesty's Government would directa 
Squadron to be sent to the coast of Spria for the protection of the lives and 
Freety ‘of British subjects. Instructions accordingly were sent to the Admiralty, 


aly 6. to the Courts 


ws receivell by the French 
6T 
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Government from Damascus, both the Emperor and M.Thouvenel declared tht 

ia required a more active intervention on the part of 
wurope. In answer to & question from Lord Cowley, M. ‘Thouvenel stated that 
hhe would propose no plan, as in the actual state of affairs in Europe any 

coming from France would be suspected, but he intimated the opinion that 
foreign troops might be sent to Syria and disembarked at different points slag 
‘the const of the disturbed districts 

On the 17th of July Her Majesty's Government instructed Sir Henry Bulwet 
by telegraph to support the proposal about to be made to the Porte by the 
French Government of a Commission to be sent to the Lebanon, 

On the 18th of July Her Majesty's Government informed Lond Cowley: 
that they would not object to the landing of French or Austrian troops in Sytiy 
if necessary, nscording to the torn of a Convention to be agreed upon betwee 
the Porte and the Allied Powers. 

‘On receiving this intelligence M. Thouvenel addressed a telegram sianule_ 
taneously to the Goveroments of Austria, Rusia, Prussia, and’ the 
mentioning the communications which bad passed between Paris and Loodote 
and asking the assent of those Governments to thie conclusion of a Convention 
by the respective Representatives nt Constantinnple, 

Should the answer returned prove favourable, » corps of Freach troopt 

dinceted on Syria. 


0 eooperate with him ; the 

es providing for the xending of an European forve (which M. Thouvend 

conceived should consist of 10,000 men), the understanding between the 

Coriander of that foroe and the Commander of the Turkish forces in Sytily 
Ke, &e. 

‘The exaet objects of the expedition, and the period when it should be 
withdrawn, to be left to a further understanding between the Porte and the 
Powers partics to the Convention 

Her Majesty's Government having received from Count Persigny, on Julf 
22,4 projet of th proposed Convention allude to above informed Lond Cowley 
that lthogh th exeptonal dreunstanes whic had cured might justify the) 
proposed expedition, yet if the news of the next ten days of fortnight whould 
Justify the hope that the mansacres had stopped and would not be renewed, tbe 
expedition should not be sent. 

Her Majesty's Government alto considered that a foal term should be 
inserted in the Convention for the evacuation of Syria by forviga troops, and thik 
six months might be fixed for the occupation 

Her Majesty's Government declared that they sanctioned the expedition (8 
Syria with great reluctance, as t was a measure which might lead tonernatnal 
difficulties of a grave character, ‘That on thowe aecounts it was desirable that the 
Intervention should only be undertaken when the necessity was eleacly proved, 
‘and that it should cease as s00n as that necessity xhould no longer exist. 

On the 23nd of July, M. Thourenel informed Lord Cowley that ho had learnt 
through M. do Persigny that Her Majesty's Government showed great disineli= 
Notion to wgreo any longer to the expedition of w French force to Syria, an 
severally disapproved of the proposed Convention. | M. Tuowvenel wed that 
these views of ler Majesty's Government had fire the i 
they proved too puny the suspicions which Her Majesty's Governinent nie 
tained of the dings of France. M. Thouvene! also declared that should oved 
the massacres have ceased, which he did not believe, and peace have been cote 
cluded, he could not agreo with Her Majesty's Government that this should render 
all further intervention uonecersary, and that he was convinced that order would 
not be permanently establishod or justion done except under the pressure of & 
foreign force. France, he mlded, would be perttlyjostifed in, ming and 
enforcing reparation for the plunder of the French Cotsul's house at Damascit 
tand for tho sack of the Latin convents in the Lebanon whieh hnd beea since the 
tive of St. Louis under the protection of France, M. Thouven said furthee 
hat France had po wish to act singlobunded: but he could not conceive i 
pomible that Her Majesty nmnent would advocate n policy of abstention 
(C* une politique d'abstention”) in the face of such grave eveuts. 

Ou the 2th of July, Lord Cowley informed Her Majesty's Government 
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that the French Government had received news from Damascas up to 

‘Wstant, and that the massacres continued. M.Thouvenel had sun 

Resting of the Representatives of the Porte and the Five Powers for the 
fallowing day to consider the Articles of the proposed Convention with a view 
sending troops immediately. 


From a conversation Lord Cowley had with M.Thouvenel on the 24th of tri Coviey, 
uly, he did not think that the latter would refuse to insert a clause in the Na 254 July 24, 


tion limiting the nutnber of troops to be esnployed, and fixing the period '*4° 
ef occupation. 

‘The answers which M. Thouvenel received at this time froin V 
Beatin to his proposal of sending troops to Syria were both aflirwative of the Mv.’ 
Project, and calculated to encourage the French in their projected, urined inter- 
Yention jo Syria, 

‘On the 25th July M. Thouvenel informed Lont Cowley that the amount of 
force the Eiperor proposed sending to Syria waa 6,800 and that His 
Majesty thought the expedition would havé achieved its object in a couple af 
‘iouths time. 

On the 25th July Her Majesty's Government {nsteueted Lord Cowley to 
Micnd the Conference convoked by M.Thouvenel on the 26th July, nnd to 

strictly to tho following conditions — 

1. ‘That Fund Pacha should ask for intervention, 

% The Convention between the Porte and the Fire Powers to be signed ns 
$200 as possible, 

4.3. A tenn not exceeding wx month to be fixed for occupation by foreign 1960 


‘To ask, besides, for a Protocol similar to that of 1840. 


aun nnd. Bart Coley, 


J. Mawel, 
9, July 96, 


ont Js Resell 
No. 740, Jay, 


At the first Conference, hiold ut the French Foreign Office on the 26th of Earl Covley, 


oly, M. Thouvenel communicated his Project of Convention, which, he said, 
he was desirous shoukl be concluded between the Powers und the Porte, and 
hich would permit of the employment of European troops ta wid in restoring, 
in Syria, 
TA discussion of tl ey eowued, and the Conference ended by a 
RT oF the Project of Convention being furnished to each Plenipotentiary for 
r examination, and aubsnivwion to thelr respective Governments, 
On Lard Cowley's informing M. Thouvenol that Hler Majesty"s Goveroment 
it i€ advisable that a Protocol should be sigued by the Great Powers, 
se 19 that signed on the 170h of September, 840, M, Thouvene! at 
‘Adopted tho idea, and on the 26th of 
Protocol, based upon tho views of Her Majesty's Gorerament, and in which he 
tho recorded the declaration wished for by Her Majesty's Governmont, that 
Se occupation of Syria by European troops should couse after tho lapse of six 
ith. 
Hor Majesty's Government having bad! M. Thoureoel’s Project of Canven- 
under their consideration, informed Lord Cowley on the 28th of July 
theie views upon the subject, and of the amendments they wished intr 
i 


1860, 


is, 


‘The main points appeared to Her Majesty's Government to be, the noceasity 
Sf obtaining the assent of the Porte, explicitly given, to the intervention of 
farcign troops in one of the Provinces of the Sultan, and the equal necessity of a 
(six months) being fixed, at the end of which such foreign intervention 
Md conse. Those provisioos, to which every publicity should be given, 
necessity for the justification of Hee Majesty's Government in the eyes of 
‘Nhe English nation. 
<The amendments by Hor, Majesty's Government bad for thelr 
Shjeet to preserve the authority of the Sultan, and to keep future stipulations for 
fatare contingencice 


July gave Lord Cowley a Project of Ne 'yat” Chain 


ta, July 9 


At @ second Ce the 30th of July an ar ject of “oley 
5 Conference held on aly an amended Project of tat Conley 


ation was adopted by the Plenipotentiaries. 
Rowover, to affix alt to the Projest until it should: have Foceived the 18. 
on of Her Maj 


the sccond Conference M. Thosranel observed that should It bt Eat Cowie, 


foond necessary to wuzment the army of occupation, he haped that the other No.1, 
Rowers would be fonnd ready to farnish thee contingwnts, os be was most 
“rious that the exyedition should not be viewed in the light of a French 


ex. Lord Cowley refused, No. 1,002, 


No. 090, July 26, 
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expedition, but that it should be considered that the Freoch Government was, 
it were, delegated by Europe to undertake it in the first instance. 

‘M. Thouvenel also took occasion to say, that although, in the opiniva of 
the Imperial Government, six months would inore than suffice for the restoratiog 
of tranquillity in Syria, and that the troops of occapation might well be brought 
away within that time, yet that circumstances ‘might arise over which 
French Government could have no control, such as illness among the 
for continued bad weather on a very exposed coast, which might physi 
prevent the fulfluent of Article V. Unforeseen events even might occur 1 
render a prolongation of the occupation necessary. 

In answer to which Lord Cowley observed that, with regard to the fir 
two contingencies, nobody could be expected to do that which was impossible} 
fd that with respect tothe third there ms always the obit of mmo 
ing a fresh Conference. 

On the Ist of August M. Thouvenel informed Lord Cowley that, in e008 
quence of accounts recsived of fresh massacres in Syria, and of an spplicatiog 
made by Fuad Pasha for reinforcements and money, he was most anxious for the 
departure of the expedition 

‘To facilitate which M. Thouvenel Intended to propose to Her Majesty® 
Government the signature of  Protoco! instead of the Convention, the Plenipe 
tentiaries not having yet received their reapective full powers, 

Lond Cowley advised the adoption of this course, and, in. accordance with 
these views, two Protocols were signed on the 3nd of Au, the Ministry fot 
Foreign Affuirs, by the Representatives of Great Britaid, Austria, Francty 
Prussia, Russia, and Turkey; the one sanctioning the French ex 
Syria, the other disclaim 
Poete ia undertaking the expedition. 

Her Majesty's Government entirely approved Lord Cowley's conduct duriag 
the Conferences on the affairs of Syrin. 

‘Tho fleet French troops destined for Syria left Marseilles by the mail stenniet 
‘on the 6th of August. With an average passage of six days they wold have 
wurtived at thelr destination about the 12th of August. During a con 
with Lord Cowley on the 7th of August M. Thouvenel informed his Ex 
that the Emperor’s last words to General Beaufort on. his departure for 3 
‘were, that he should be much disappointed if the expedition were not 
France within three month, and on this occasion M. Thouvenel te 
‘an observation mado by Lord Cowley, namely, that the institution of tbe 
‘Commision to be sent to Syria would facilitate the return of the expedition, ft 
that as soon as tranquillity should have been restored, and the moral effect whe 
the French Goveroment hoped trom the presence of Ex troops in Syne 
have been obinined, there would bo fir kod valid reason, for: withdrawing 
troops and leaving further proceedings in the hands of the Commissioners. 

‘M. Thouvenel said that such was also his opinion. He considered that the 
Cornmission would be © great assistance to the Preneh Government to caver 
withdrawal of their troops, for that he looked to no other than a moral effect 8 
‘n safeguard for the future from the presence of the expedition which had bee® 
seat 
"The Convention sanctioning and regulating the French expedition to Syri 
‘was signed September 5, 1860. a 


eee Sl eee 


No, 383, 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Buber. 
(No, 69.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 2. 1861- 

{ HAVE informed Lord Dafferin that in consequence of the objection’ 
mace by the Porte and by France to the adoption of his Lordship's plan 
settling Syria, and in order to expedite the withdrawal of European troops = 
that country, he is first to preserve the Christian Kaimakamship as settled 
the arrangements of 1842-48; secondly, to confine the plan of the Commission 
to the goremment of the Lebanon ; and thirdly, to ask from the Porte 





o 
‘ll interested motive on the part of the allies of the 
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immediate contribution of a sum not less 20,0001. for the restoration of 
Christian villages in the Mountain. exe 
am, &e. 


(Signed) J, RUSSELL, 





No. 384, 
Mr. Fone to Lord J, Russell —(Received February 4.) 
(No. 73.) 


My Lont, Vienna, Jonwary 21, 1801. 

THE French Ambesador submitted to Count Rechbery on Friday Inst a 
communication on the part of his Government, suggesting the expediency of 
falling u meeting of the Conferonce at Parie'to take {nto further considerntion 
the atlairs of Syria. 

Tsaw Count Rechbers the sume day and learnt from his Excellency that 
the had told M, de Moustier that he would submit to the Emperor the proposal 
‘of the Freveh Government, but that he might at onoe stato that the Imperial 
Cabinet would uct with ragard to the suggested meeting of the Conference on 
the principlo whieh they had laid down an tho ocdasion oF tho Conference being 
‘convened to deliberate on the atfiry of Syrin in the autuinn, aamely, that they 
‘ould sapport no proposal rexpeeting the occupation ofthat province by fore 
‘troops, which was not sanctioned by the Government of the Sultan. 

unt Rechbers farther observed that a Conference for considering the 

‘expedionoy of prolonging the foreign oocupation of Syria could aot be beld if 

the Porte should refuse to take part in it, since tho other Powers could Hot 

‘emnvene to delibernte upan a question on which no valid decision eould be taken 
Without the eoneurrence of the Ortoman Government. 

T have, 8, 

(Signed) JULIAN FANE. 





No. 335. 


Mr. Laother to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 4.) 
(No. 60.) 


My Lord, Berlin, February 2, 180). 

IN obedienoe to your Lordship’s, instructions contained in your Londship's 
despatch No, 28, I read to Baron Sehleinite yesterday Mr. Fane's despatch 
No-G of the 14th ultimo, reporting the manner in which Count Rechbers: had 
revived the eoanusication of your Lardship's despatch to Mr. Fane No. 34 of 
the 16th ultimo oo the affairs of Syria, Baron Schleinitz made no remarks on 
this despateh beyond stating, when I had finished, what he had already sald on 
‘a forwer occasion, that if one of the partice to the Convention by which the 
troy had at first been sent to Syrin, objected to their stay there, now that the 
time stipulated for that stay had «x evacuation should take place 

He maid the Government of the Sultan was taking on itll a. very gent 
esponsibility, but 1 replied, «You se tbat 00 all sides they assert the presence 
Cf the troops is an impediment fo them,” 

His Bxcelleney asked me if 1 was aware what answer your Lordship bud 
made to M. Thouvenel's communieation relative to summoning a Confersiee of 
the Reproscntatives of the Powers on the affairs of Syria, 1 replied in the words 
Of your  Lordship's despatch No. 108 to Lord Cowley, that 1 believed Hor 

sty"« Governt were quite prepared, either in Conference or otherwixe, 
to inyuire of the Sultan’s Ministers whether the Porte was ready’ to become 
responsible for the present tranyuillity of Syria, and had provided sufficient 
‘means for that purpose. 

Thave, &e. 


(Sigua) | W, LOWTHER. 








No. 386. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Coley. 
(No. 1433 
My Land, Foreign Office, February 4, 1861. 

LINCLOSE a copy of adespatch from Mr, Fane,* stating that Count Reebberg 

had auswered an application of the French Government. respeeting a meeting of 
Conference on the affairs of Syria by declaring explicitly that the Imperial 

Government would support no proposal respecting’ the occupation of that 

oorncs by foreign troops which was not sanctoned by the Government of the 
sultan. 

"The Turkish Aibamador at Her Majesty's Court has informed me that the 
Turkish Goveroment will not object 1o go into a Conference if it i desired by 
the Powers of Europe, but that Turkey will not consent to 6 renewal of the 
Convention of the Sth of September, 

‘Ax Her Majesty's Government eatirely agroo with that of Austria on the 
subject of the occupation of Syria, it ix worth while for M. Thouvenel to reflect 
whether any advantage is to be obtained by vammoning the Conference. Her 

jet" at will Hot object to tirwet Your Excellency to attend the 


ther Powers agree to it; but they cannot consent to any 
renewal of the Convention of the Sth of September, unless the proposal has the 
‘entice and willing assent of the Sublime Porte, 


Tam, &e: 
(Gigned) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 387. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Reccieeit February 5.) 
(No, 189,) 
My Lord, Paris, February 4, 1861. 

BEFORE receiving yesterday your Lordships Separate despoteh of the 
27th ultimo T had, in compliance with the instructions contaived in your 
Lordship's telegran’ of the same date, communicated to Prince Metternich 
‘your deapateh No, 108 of the 24th ultimo, respecting the continued military 
‘occupation of Syria, and I professed my readiness to concert with his Excellency 
the conduct which wo should pure in the event of a Conference being 
amembled. 

"The Price said that the was without any instructions upon the subject 
from his Government 5 that he didnot Know in. what way the invitation of France 
to reamsemble the Conference had been received by Count Rechberg: but he 
ndded that Mt. ‘Thouvenel had told him, on the authority of M. de Moustier, 
that Count Rechberg was of opinion that the eecupation should be continued. 
‘He had informed Count Rechborg of this by telegraph, and solicited instructions 
‘to tho Tan ‘he was to held. 5 

1 exprossed surprise af this statensent, observing that M, de Moustion must 
have been mistaken, inastnuch ax Mr. ‘Fano had communicated to Count 
Rechberg the views of Her Majesty's Government, with regard to the evacuntion 
‘of Syria, as far Ick wx the middle of Jannars, and Count Rechbers hid stated 
to Me. Fane that he sbared those views. What they were the Price could best 
cunderstund by & perusal of your Lordship’s despatch embodying them. T thea 

gave him to read your Loruship's despatch No. 14 of the 16th ultimo to 
fr. Fane, and Me. Face’s reply No. 633 of the 24th ultimo, 

Tannot, forthe moment, carry into effect your Lordabi 
communicate with the Turkish Ambassador, ax Vefyk Elfen 
Paris, bas taken leave of the Emperor and M. Thourenel, and has placed the 
adfsira of the Embawy in the hands of the Chargé d’Aifares, who is an old 
Tnger-on and » complet dependent on the French Government. 

ve, Be. 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 


No. 388, 
Earl Coveley 12 Lord J. Russell —(Recsived February 5:) 


(No. 190. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Paris, Fobrucry 4, 1801. 

IN the conversation which I have had with Prince Metternich on the affairs 
of Syria, and which is alluded to in my preceding despatch, the Prince did not 

iaguise his own opinion that it would be impolitic to insst on tho inwediate 
idraveal of the French troops frow Syri 

His Excellency’ objeedions seemed base on the desirablenoss of not yiving 
umbrage to France, and he said that he thonght some middle course might bo 
taken in the first instance, such ax requiring tho concentration of the French 
troops on the coust, with the understanding that if tranquillity continue to 
‘prevail in the interior they should be sbortly re-emburked for France. 

T remarked that nothing would be easier than for French Agents to excite 
fresh disturbances, and that ix would bo unwise to connect the stay of the 
troops with any such contingency, The ‘Turks, 1 sald, were the proper 
preservers of order within the Sultan's dominions, and J had no dookt after the 
Jesion which ad beon administered to them, that they would take care that 
onde shouldbe maintained, eke . 

Princo Metternich, without dis is principle, or the obligation innposes 
upon France to withirar, should the Porte iusist-upon it, ecewel to doubt the 
prudence of the Parte taking 0 strong a step, 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


No, 389. 
Karl Cowley to Lord J. Recsell.—( Received February 6) 


Parin, February 4, (861. 

WHEN 1 saw M, Thouvenel the day before yesterday, 1 inquired of 
Excellency whether he had received any answer from Constantinople to bis 
propose esmsbiog the Contents on Sen tis; ha Bretency reid 
in the negative. 

He then ailaded to the Cireular of the Porto of the 22nd ultimo, iacloxing 
‘8 project for the future government of Syria. Hie Excellency observed, that us 
he had only just received it, be should reserve his opinion upon it; but he 

‘no mention whatever was mado of tho government of the 

He said, forther, that the notion of keoping an army of 26,000 men 

ig Syria was simply'proposterous, and that the Porte knew it could never be 
realised, nor indeed did be consider 4o large a force to be n 

With respect. to the government of the Lebanoss, 1 said that it wns to be 
regretted that the Porte should not bave explained itself; though from # com: 
munication which had beea made to Her Majesty’s Government, there scemed 
to be no doubt that the arrangements of 1542 and 1845 wero to be maintained, 
at all eveots uatil some other project, if there was any in contemplation, abould 
have received the assent of the European Commission aitting at Beyrout and, 
inde, an earnest of this was to be found in the nomination which had already 
taken place of Christian Kalmakam. 

A Thoureosl replied, that be did not intend to cast doubts on the inten, 
tions of the Porte, but lo express regret that they should not have been com 
‘unicated loyally. 

T have, &. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 
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No. 390, 


Earl Gowley to Levit J, Russell —{Reccived February 6:) 
(No. 198) 
My Lond, Paris, February 5, 1861. 

M. THOUVENEL informs me that the Porte bas consented to the 
reasembliog of the Conference on Syrian affairs, and that Vefyk Esfend will 
be dewived to remain in Paris to represent Turkey on this occasion. Instructions 
for the regulation of his eonduct are to be sent to him forthwith. 

T will endeavour to ace Velyk Effendi without loss of tine, but I fear thot 
it will be dificult, in presence oF the consent of the Porte, and of the statement 
about to bo made to the Legislative Bodies, to which reference ix made in my 

evpatch, to induce M, ‘Thouvencl to desist from convoking. the 
is suggested in your Lordsbip’s despatch No. 143 of yesterday's 


Indeed, 1 venture to think that it ix better that the Conference shoold weet 
My exporieiico af tho Porte always lends me to apprebend that, left to deal alone 
with any other Power, hor resistance to that Power will be nil = and T should not 
‘ho tho least surprised to find, in. the event of the Conference not axscmblins, 
wom direct arrimgement arrived at between France and the Porte for the prox 
longaton of whe ceupation of Syria. On the other hand: shoul the Turkish 
Government resolutely hold out, the concentrated ire of France will fall upon 
the Porte. Her Majesty's Goverament may, however, deem these to. be lesser 
‘evils than the possibility of the reneval of the Convention of the Sth of September 
for w limited period, which will cortainly be put forward by others, and may 
‘eventually be eoneeded by the Porte in Conference. But T am more disposed to 
think that a little conciliatory firmness on the part of the Porte’s Representative, 
backed by the authority of the Representatives of Great Britain and Austria, 
Will insure the early departure of the French troops Tt is, however, 

that the Turkish Reprerentative should be in.a position to make some 

ive dockiration with regard. to the fiture government of the Mountain, and 

that declaration +hould confirm all the rights and privileges heretofore 
‘enjoyed by the Christians, 

‘Another ndvantsge in w Conference is, that whatever opinions may be given 
by the different Representatives on the advimableness of prolonging the 
‘oceupation, the right of the Porte to jasist on its cessation must be recognised 
by oll. 

‘On the whole, then, whether I look to the object which Her Majesty's 
Government. have in view, the evacuation of Syria, or to effecting that object in 
the way least likely to compromise the foture relations’of the Porte with Franee, 
Tean towands a discussion in Conference, cant 

have, &o, 


(Signed) COWLEY- 


No. 391. 


Lord J. Russell to Berl Cowley 

(No. 198) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, February 0, 1861. 
despatch No. 198 of the Sth instant, 


i 
in the Conference. 

J have to acquaint your Excollenoy that, on their part, Her Majesty's 
Government have no objection to the meeting of the Conference, and you will 
alate to M. Thoueoel that you are authorized to attend it oa the part of Her 
Majesty. 

Your Excellency is so fully acquainted with the views of Her Majesty's 
Goverument in regard to the afaits of Syria, and more particularly as to tl 








No. 992, 


Larit Dufferin to Lara J. Russellr—(Reecived February 8.) 
(No. 63.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, January 275 1861 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's informatio 
copien of further despatches which 1 have this day addressed to Her Majesty's 
Ainbassador at the P 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 392. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir EL. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Jonwary 24, 1861. 
LHAVE the honour to transmit herowith, for your Excellency's informa- 
tion, eapy of the Protocol of the seventeenth sitting oF the Syrian Commission, 
held on the 31st December last. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEDOYE, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 392, 


Protocol of the Seventeenth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Reyrovt, 
December 31, 1860, 


LE Lond, trente-un Décembre, mil Hult cent soixante, tous los Commis: 
saires Gtant réanis 4 Hoyrout, sous a prévidence de Fuad Pacha, a adanco ost 
ouverte deux heures et demic. 

wermation wengage entre MM. les Comtisutires sur Tox quostions 
 examinges dans Is pricédente wane laquelle son Excellence 

Pacha avait été empiché demiator par suite du tauvais dat de a sins 
Son rétabliseanent wa lul permettm de #6 rend icomédliatement AMoktars, ob 
les Druses qui viennent détre arrétés seront jugés, Son Excellence sit 
procéder A de nombreuses arrestations non sculement parmi los Drses, tonis 
‘aussi parmi Jes Musulma ies et les Métualis, On a retiché tous omux 
qui o’étaient pas compris dans Ics listes de dénoncistionn fouries, pour les 
tables Chréticos, et cetle mesure, tont on rétablissant In eonfance ct cr 
emptchant qu'une torte de ponigus ne wt répandit dans Je paps Aen eho 

‘avantage de ficiliter d'autres arrestations. {a Commission sait comment ees 
Fistes ont été dreseées, et quel nombre de dénonciations eller eontionnent, Son 
Excellence entre dans de nouveaux détails & ext Gzard, ot coutirme coux qui ont 
déja Gté données par Abro Efendi dans la préeddente stance, Une premiere 
liste générale, contenant 4,600 noms, avait été dreseée, Fuiad Pacha, eu Gard 
dau systdine de pénalité qa'll a résola dadopter, eonfarmément au veou de Ia 
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Commission, a cru devoir demander aux Evéques une liste des principanx 
coupables, ‘Les Evéques ont alors dressé trois listes d'accusations, graduées 
selon le degré apparent de In culpabilité. La premitre de ces listes contieat 
‘encore 1,200 noms d'individus sceasés comme onganisateurs, chefs de bandes, ou 
Sit naires; Fuad Pacha cherchera parmi ceux-lA les plus grands 
aux termes de larranzement interveau entre la Commission et le 
ipotentiaire Ottoman, sont tous Gqalement passibles de la peine de mort. 
Avant de procéder aux exécutions, Fuad Pacha exprime Vintention ot il est 
de rommuniquer A Ia Commission’ la liste des condamnés et le texte det 
se iC 
|. le Commissaire Britannique fait part & ses collegues des renscignements 
qui lui ont &é fournies récemment, et d'aprés Iesquels une eentaine do Druses 
‘environ auraient été assassins par des Chrétiens depuis\'apaisement de la guerre 
civile, Cette circonstance, selon Lord Dufferin, moriterait d'8tre priso en cousi- 
dération pour déterminer le chiffre de ceux d'entre les Deuses qui devront subir 
a peine enpitale. 

M, Novikow fhit observer que ce sont Th des axmssinats isolés, commis 
d'individus & individus, et quil y en a ca du méme geare commis pur les 
Deuces contre los Chidtiens. Find Pacha répoud quid y ural des 
réclamations deli part des Chrétiens au sujet d'essassinate isolé comeais 
par les Druses ; mais on ne sait pas si ces assassinats ont &é commin pendant 
‘ov aprés lex événements de Ia Montagne, 

Me Commute Prosien rappel & cat dg quil x présenté iy 0 
doux moin Fuad Pacha une liste dune trentaine axsaasinats, commis pac des 
Druses contre des Chrétiens, ML. Béclant siengage h donner également Je nom 
dex Chrétions qui out. été viotlines. dassassinats isolés depuis Varrivéo. du 
Commimaire de In Sublimo Porte en Syric. Il saisit cette occasion pour 
demander & Fuad Pacha quand et comment il compte procéder & la mesure du 
earmvoment, «tM: de Weekbecker remarjant que Lert do vendetta Tigao 
dans tous lex pays do Montagne ot qu’en généeal 1h of la justico ost lente et le 
sang bouillant, lor particullers sont naturellement portée A se faire justice 
euxmémes, M. Béclard insiste sue Ia de combattre cette tendance 


tuaturelle par une justico prompte ot par le désarmement. I cite & cet dgurd 
exemple de in Corse ot, par Vinterrention active du. pouvole judcaire & un 
désurmement rigourctx, te Gouvernement Francais ext arrivé & changer presque 
complétement les habitucles de la population. 

Pund Pacha répond qu’en Syrie la mexure du démarmement général dépeod 
de In rorganisation que le Gouremement Tinpérial veut introduire dans tout 
V'Empire. Cette menure auppose, indépendamment dune farce armiée réguligre, 


Vinstitution d'une bonne: io, la suppression du corps des Bachi-Bozouk, 
t la oréation dle lignes d'observation sur lex confine du dévert, ent on ne peut 
déarmer un groupe de population sans déarmer les populations voisines, wi 
désarimer celles-ci ex lea Inieaint expondes aux brigandages dee tribus ermntes 
Ty a 1A un enchainement qui rend Vexdeution de la mesure trés difficile. Dans 
certaines contides de In Palestine le Inboureur conduit sm charrue le fusil wur 
Vépasle. “Comment désurmer cet horome sans lui offrir en compensation la 
garantie d'une police bien faite et d'un pouvoir public bien organisé? Il en eat 
‘de axéine duns toute Ia Syrie, 

_ E'attention de MM. les Commissaires se porte ensuite sur la situation des 
fomilles Chrétienner restées Damas et alimentées  proviscirement par les 
secours de lautorité, Lord Dufferin nignale de regrettables irrégularités dans la 
distribution do cos seeoury, irrégularites doot Fusd Pacha ervit deveir faire 
retomber Ia responsablité Sur les Comités Chréticus chargés do In distribution. 
Son Excellence déclare qu'elle avait dG recommandé au nouveau Gouverneur 
do Damas, Emin Pacha, un conteble aussi sévére que possible des opérations 
contiges tes Comiti, 

M, Héclard. présente une liste de onze Musulmans qui se soot noblement 
‘conduits pendant lox évdnements, et qui méritersient d'etre recompensés par lo 
Sultan. Cette liste ext appuyée par tous ex autres Commissaires, qui se 
réservent toutefois de signaler A Fuadl Prcha. sil ¥ a lieu, lex noms autres 
Personnes qui se semient égaloment.distinguées. “M. le Commissaire Frangaie 
frvit devoir appeler att covtmire les riguenrs trop lentes du Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesté Impériale sur des individus dont la participation & ces mémes événe- 
ments est évidente, et qui sont jusqua ce jour restés impunis, notamment tous 
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les Mouktars, ou chefs de quartiers, qui sont demeuris en fonctions et qui ont 
fait une fortune scandalease, en exploitant les Musulmans contre lesquely ils 
devaient sévir. 

‘Son Excellence Fuad Pacha promet davoir Gard & ectte double roeom~ 
‘mandation, appuyée unatsinement par tous les membres de Ia Commission 

‘Mle Cotumissaire Frangais renouvelle Vinterpellation quil a wressée dans 
Ja dernitre séance A Fund Pacha par V'intermédinire d'Abro Efendi, relativenent 
ux sentences rendues par Je Tribunal Extraordinaire de Reyrout contre les 
offciers Ottomans et les Cheikes Druses. M. Béclard s'attache a bien préciser 
Yobjet de cette interpellation. En ce qui concerne la repression sles coupables, 
le rile de la Commission et celui du Plénipotentiaire Ottoman ne pourraiont étre 
confondus. La Commission doit provoquer le ehitiment des coupables, et ni le 
tribunal propose d'appliquer des peines de second ordre ides hommes dont In 
lpabilité en hante espomabilté sont reconnus en principe jar ly Come 
sion, ce n'eat pas A 1a Commission qu'il oppartient de rechercher elle-méme 
quielics sont les citconstances atténuantes qui ont été prises en considération 
c'est au Commissaite Ottoman qu'incombe le xoin de lex fino connaitre. Le 
texte des sentences ne renferme point i cet dzard 'éclaircisscmonts suffiantn 
Un'y est fait mention d’auoun fait qui vienne diminuer lx responsabilité dex 
‘oflciers Ottomans ; elle demeure done pleine ct entidre aux yeux dle In Commis- 
sion, qui jusqu’h €0 que les prouves A décharge Ini roient fouenies, so trouve dane 
Y 6 Wexprimer, Felativeent mux sentenoes qui lol ont &é conmana- 

avis que Fad Pacha a bion vaulu solliciter do xa part. 

‘Son Excellence lo Pai ire Ottoman répond que te Tribunal Extraoedi- 
naire de Beyrout a été par lui mix A méme de prononcer ees seotences dans une 
ploine et entidro liberté. Fuad Pacha vest abstenu de poser en quelque thgon 

yuo ce fat sur lea décisions de co Tribunal, Il leur donnera foree exteutoire par 
Vapposition de sa signature, »i elles sont eooformes A Vintéret public ot i hw 
justice, aprés avoir toutefois consulté In Commission, Sans bien entenda 
‘vouloir prendre In défense dtiommes quill» flt poursulvro cotume eriminols, it 
tui a para que In diffrence des peinos appliquées aux. Choiks Dimsos ot aux 
r+ Ottomans avait U6, dane Ia u Tribunal, fondée ur wne différence 

dans le dogré de culpabilité et sur le texte indie des lois, Aux termes dau Code 
Pénal on ne peut frapper de mort que es autoure ou tes provocuteurs de 
Vassnasinat. Or los oiciers Ottomans jug i Beyrout ne sont ni los auteurs 
ni les provocateury dea massacres. Ce sont des fonetionnaires qui ont commis 

faito tebe grave, celle de ne pas trivalller assor setivement av maintien de 
ordre. Ux nvont pas rompll leurs devoire, Is ont pdché sculornent. par 
impuisance et par ineptie, — Voill. pourquoi ils sont punis non point do la 
poine eapitale réseevée aux anteurs et aux provocnteurs, mais de In détention a 
perpétuité dans une fortereses aR j 

M, éclard objecto que le Muchir Ahmed Pacha n'était ni provocateur ni 
acteur dans tex mamacres de Damaa, et que copeudaat il n &é justemont punt 
de mort; & quoi le Commiemim Ottoman objects qu'Ahmesl Pacha est. testé 
dans une inaction complete, tandis que Kourchid Pasha a au moins essayé 
Il west pas resté dans son palin fait quelquos efforts, insuitisanta & la véritd 
‘ou ne peut donc lo considérer comme coraplice, Il mérito uno pine trbs sdvire, 
1op la mort pourtant. 

M, do Rebfucs te voit qu'une diffirence dans ta eonduite d’Abied Pacha 
ct dans colle do Kourehid Pacha: o'eat quo l'on u'a rien fait, tandis que Tauteo 
‘a seulement fait semblant dagir. Il n'y a point ti de cireonstance: trés 

|. Novikow, pour éelairer et conscience, aurait besoin de savoir dans quelle 
mesure lee délézués de Vavtorité ant pa ne pas so. rendre coup 
Aéplorable dex menures quils avaient prises. Heat particuligrement i 
wexpliquer comment Tabi Pacha, qui prétend avoir donué au Commnat 
Deit-el- Kamar Fordre formel do maintenie 1a séeurité de a ville, a pu quelques 
4Jo0rs aprés devenir laimémne ta principale canso des ransmoret | 

M. de Relues exprime le regret que Fantorité re ae ait pas miso an mexaro 
de saisir chez Tahir Pacha les preuves des communications qui existaiont entre 
Iai et les Cheiks Druses, § 

Lord Dulferin rappelle que 5,000 individos ont été wssassinés dns. tn 
Montagne en un tris court espace de temps, Un événement s} épouvantable ne 
‘aurait se produire inopinément. Quelqu’un en est responsable, Seulement i 
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pout étre dticile, sans un examen approfondi des pitees, di procs, de recounaitre 
Pini appartiont ‘cette responsabilité. Lord Dufferin pease quie les Commissaires 
ferient bion de profiter do Vabsenco de Fuad Pacha pour se livrer & étude 
ties documents qui lear ont ¢té communiquées: aprés. quoi ibe transmetsraient 
son Excellence uno note contenant expression de leur opinion eollective. 

‘Fund Pacha troure en conscience que les officers Ottomans dont ils «agit 
sont assez wivérement punis par la detention A perpétuité dane une forteresse. 
in présence de jugements qui leue apptiquent ta peine imunédiatement inféricare 
4 la peine de mort, il se rend diffiellement compte des questions qui viennent de 
Tui dtre posces par fa Commission, Dans Je cours de ce procts, ditsil, 08 0 
point recherché en fiveur dex alfciers des circonstances attenuantes, La peine 
{que le Trivural propose de leur infliger est la plus élevée de toutes cellos que ts 
Ibi avtorise, et weant de leur en infliger une plus rigoureuse eocore, Fuad 
‘aroue 4 fa Commission qu'il se trouverait dans ln nécessité d’en référer  Constan- 
tinople. 

"MIM. les Commissaires de. France et de Russie se déclarent préts d appayer 
1a motion de Lont Dulin, ¢ comtatent de nouven que le Common, 
apria avoir recanno & plusioura reprises que la plus part do rexponsa- 
tite dune tor evéoemeote, posit sur lex fonetioanalres Ottomans, ‘ne pout 
changer a cet (gard opinion, sans avoir la preave bien positive qu'elle »'ait 
trompée. 

Ni de Weckbeckor obverve quil ne pout outrepaater le mandat qu'il a regu 
de son Gouvernement et que, d'aprés Jee instructions qui luk ont &é envoyées, it 
te 4 crolt pas autorist & wingérer dane les jugumente prononcds, pur lx 
Tribunaux Ottomans. It peut et doit provoquer la punition des coupables, mais 
‘noo par réclamer une aparavation de peines. Selon lai, si ce Tribusal absout ua 
‘coupable, Ia Conuminaion n Te droit de demander la révision de la sentence, tnals si 
{e'Tetbupal, apnis voir reconn la culpabilité, pronoace Je plus haut degré mee 
do Ia poine duignée par Ix loi, comme cest précisément le cas dans les cing 
sentences dont Il suit, i lui semble que Ia Commission doit se eontenter de 
otto nivérit. e 

Cependant M. de Weckbecker, tout en ne reconnaimant i la Comuission 
deat il it partle aucune competence judiciaire, erpit qu'elle peut demander de 

plus ampli explications sur lea motifs dle eos jugeenents. Dans ces explications 
[i Commision trouvees sans doute de nouvelles lamigees sur Vorigine et les 
‘causes des ée¢nomenta dont elle doit chercher A prévenie le retour, eo pro 
Ic ues de dogasination fra da pat ait le plus important deb the 
aqui lui mété confice, Eu conséquence M. le Commissaire d'Autriche adbére & 
Ia propasition de Lord Dutferin. 

‘ion trois Commiesaires do France, de Russe, et de Prusse crolent devoir 
reherver expressément pour la Commission Internationale le droit d'exeroce dans 
toute leur étendue lex pouvoirs qui luk oat été conférds. Elle doit provoquer Ja 
repression, mais ces expressions veulent dire que non seulement In Commission 
doit provoquer 1a punition dea eoupables, mals quelle a le droit ans den 
provoquer ln juste punition. On no saumit s’parer en parvo matiéro le degre 
ie la pein ellonéie, car alors il sufiait que les principaux criminals fusment 
‘eondlamnnes 8 huit jours d'arrét, pour que le procty dant wuivi de condamnation, 
1a Covonlasion nuit pas le droit d'élever la vols, . Une talle conaéqueace preuve 
jusqu'd Mévidence que Vinterprétation particutitre et inattendae donnée & 
Jinstructioa collective par ME. le Commisaire d'Autriche, ne snarait| tre udnise 
pr ace collogves, 

NM. ide Weekbecker ayant toutelais cru pouvoir accepter ta motion de Lord 
Differin et chacun daw mowbres de la Cumtnission s'y Gant ralige il est entendu 

ue M Conmisaires, apes un exmen attentit des pitces du procs, 
at counattro A Fil Pacha, par la remise «'une note collective, leur opinion 
cur lee soutences rendves contro les Cheiks Druses ¢t le officiers Ottowans par 
Te Tribunal Extraordinaire de Teyrowt, 
Ts séince eat levie & cing heure 


(Sulvent fos signature) 


sal 


Tnclosore 8 in No, 392, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 
Sir, Begrout, Jénwary 24, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s informa- 
tion, copy of the Protocol of the eighteenth sitting of the Syrian Commission, 
held’ on the 9th instant. 

T have, Se. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 392. 


Protocol of the Eighteenth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
Sannary 9, 1861, 


LE neuf Janvier, mil uit cent solxante-nn, tous tox Commisaires, a 
Vexception de Fuad Pacha, reprisenté par Abro Efendi, stant réunis A Beyrout 
sous In prévidence de Lord Dufferin, Vice-Prisident, la xdanco ent ouverte 
deux heures et demic, Il ext donné lecture du procés-verbal do Ierant-dernidre 
apts quelques Iigtros mifations 
lemande au Délégué do Fund Pacha des expli 
fait qui vient de se produiro dam la Montagne, Apres 
guctaues sctnes de dGondre qui amlent et lew k Abadi ce vllag, compris 
lans la Caimacamie Chrétienne, a éte occapé par un détaehement de troupos 
Ottomanes, envoyées de Beyront par Ahmed Pacha, M, Béclard s'étonne qu'une 
telle mesure, attentatoire wux priviléges de In Montage, ait été prise sans que 
les Commismires en aient méme été prévenus. II ne doute pas que Youssouf 
Bey Karam n’ait en son pouvoir tons Jes moyens wécessaires pour 
ordre. Il tiendrait dane & savoir pourquoi des troupes Ostoruanes ont été cavoyécs 
A Abadié, si elles y soot encore, et junqn’h quand elles y restaront, M1 réclaine 
sur cos divees points les explication’ eatégoriques dont il a bosoin. 

‘Aro Efendi promet de tranmuetére h son Excellence Fuad Pacha V'inter. 
pellation de M. Béclard. 11 donne, en attendant, quelques détaila sur bes cireo 
Htancos. qui ont provoqué Ia menire dont il wagit. Sur un ave parvena i 
VAutoritd que deux Chrétiens venaleat d'étee assassinés, colle-ci ordonna une 
‘enquite qui constata qu'un soul était Kgérement blessé par un coup de piorre, 
Quaot A Fenvoi d'un détachement de troupes & Abadié, il avait 616 provoqué par 
Ios inidtoes roanikatoes parle Calihoram Wuiolers. 23 sujet intrigues et 
d'on rasemblement de plus de 1,000 Druses, réuais dans lox environs de ce 
Village. Le Delégué Ottoman ojoute que le Caliuineam avait cavoyé dos zaptiés 
our opérer la renteée des foods arriénés de Vimpit. Couxci, rendox i Abadi 
‘ont comals des extorsions au détriment des Drases, en lew obligeant A le 
fournir diffirenta objets que Yousouf Bey, inforioé du fait, n'a pas tardé i faire 
reatituce eh pattie. Mais dans Nintervalle los Drosca, soit’ bout de_patien 
soit pour se soustenire aa paicment d'un impot qui devait lex menor benucoinp 
dans ce moment, se disperséreat dans Ia vallée voisine, no retourviant dans leur 
deweures que pendant la nuit. Alors les hablfonts Chiétions ripandirent Vs 
quidtude, en Sarmant eux.totmes ot en nipandant te Levit de cet. attroupement, 
Faod Pacha, informé do cette nonvelle immédiatement ayant san ddpart, ordonnn 
su Gouvereur-Géndral d'aller visiter oe village. Renda sur les hioux, Alinod 
Pacha rawembla Iea habitants, Chrvtiens et Druscs indistinctement, et apris vole 
ramaré los uns ot exhorté les auttes & reprendre Jour travaus, if Joor dona 
Vasvurance 1a plus positive que ni Ie Gouvernedent nl e Calmacam no peeniot- 
Trout jatnals qu'une partic de ln population exerce des vexationt sur autre 
Crest pour mssuree de fit tant les Chrvtions que Tox Draves i eet égord. quan 
détachement fot espédsé © Abadié, détachement que l'Autorté retirera nussitdt 
aque ces ingulétudes auront cexsd 

M. Béclard objecte que de deux choses l'une : ou Youssoutf Bey Karan ext 
ein monure de garantir le maintica de Verdro dan a Caimacamie Chrétienne, et 
‘wore Voceapation d’Abadié demeure sat explication, ow il n's.en 90n pouvoir 
que ds forces iosulisuntes, ot alors il y a vivenent lion do regretter que to Piéni- 
Potentlaive du Sultan Tai wit eovfié une tiche sae le mettre en mesure de la renpli. 

Lord Dufferin voudrait qu'avant de porter un Jugement sur Je fait do Yoceu. 

: 6Y 





pation, on sit précisément & quoi s’en tenir sur Jes événements qui s'étaient 
accntnplis & Abadié. Il parait que Fund Pacha, ayant envoyé dans ce village, 
‘comme partout ailleurs, un agent chargé de so livrer & des perquisitions pour 
retrouver le objet ls pas Tes Druss cher Je Cietens, cx dealers ont Juul 
44 propor de réclamner non seulement la restitution de ec qui leur avait été pris 
dane for derles troubles, msi encore le paiement de viilescréances, emontat 
& Lépoque de oceupation Egypticnne. Youssouf Bey Karam auruit alors 
‘envoyé pour prooéder au recoavrement de ees eréances une troupe nombreuse de 
cavaliers, lesquels, ayant véeu pendant plusieurs semaines aux dépens dos habi- 
tants de ce village, de Vauraient quitté qu'aprés V'avoir complétement épuisé. Ua 
seul dentr'eax y était resté, et c'est celuiclA qui a été si fort maltraité, Locd 
Datforin ext porté & croire que Fon trouvera dans co double fhit d'une réclamation 
inattendue de créances trds-anciennes de la fart dex Cheétiens, et d'une dilapida- 
tion de la part des soldata de Youssouf Karam, explication de ce qui vieot de 
se passer, 

1M, Béolard fait observer que Youssouf Karam a puni de pelnes corporelles 
trt-rgoureunes ceux fentre see gens qui saint rendu coupebles d'exactions & 
Abad. 

M. Novikow repplle gon spiel rdglmnats exsena, om seu! point 
de ts Montagne, Red, peat dtr oompd parle troupes Otomane. Ba 
conaiquonee, Teavol daa ‘@stachernent h Abadi, sil n'a pas eu ew aur bs 
detnande du Caimacam intérimaire et par suite d'une nécessité rele, constitue 
une contravention A des riglements gurantis par les Pulssances, et quine peuvent 
Giro modifiés sans leur assentiment, 

‘Abro Effendi répond quil n'est nullemont dans l'intention de Paatorité 
do porter une ntteinte quelconque A cex réglements, mais qu'il est dans son 
dovoir de rsroer lx populations partout of i ext esol, yar un dploioment 
de force rnilitaire, et do cousolider Twutorité da Caimacam, | En ce qut concerne 
Vobjection de M. Béolard que le Gouvernement n’acoordait pas une force 
‘sutante A Youssouf Bey, Abro Efendi réplique quo le Gouvernement lui a 
donné uno force supéricure & celle dont tous les Csimacams Chrétiens avait 

» dinpost juaqo'ici 

M. slo Rebfoes appelle attention dé la Commission sur ta maniére dont 

Ja mente do Harrestation dex Drusex seat opérés. Un grande nombre de coux 

ui avaiont été dénoncgs n‘out pas été arrétls, et les principaux wv vont 
Ghappén prix argent. "Od ete Te hom duticlors qui wo ont prités A cos 
‘coupables intrigues 

‘Abro_ Bfendi peoteste énergiquement contro In possibilité d'un tel fit, 

M, Béclard partage toutes los oraintes do M. de Rehfues & cet gard. | 1 
urait fallu, yelon Jul, provenir le mouvement général de panique qui stest 

roduit parmi lex Druses, et sopposer i leur Tuite, ainsi quo le Général 
Woaufort V's fait ol effieacement sur un point, 

ratte Norton conatte que $00 Dros, ose var lev lites, ont po 

#échopper. 

‘Abro Rind. pond que, dane cette magee ferestatons, I et pombe 
qu'il ait des individus qui solent parvenus & y'éehapper, grice k Yavertinsement 
qui leur avait éé donné par quelques Chiitiens eax-intmon. 

Lond Dufferin ne croit pax que l'on puisse en pareille mativre se fler sux 
rumours pabiqos. Une resare d'arresiaton aun dtendu ue pouvait en éeutr 
sans ditoulté, et it ext naturel que ce soient lea plus coupables qui. aieut pris 
Valarme tes premiers. Mle Commissaire Britannique saisit cette occasion pour 
iappeler Ia vollicitude de. ses, cell état de la nation Druse, état qui 
selon |vi nest plus supportable, et Ja menice d'une prochaine dissolution. 

M, lo Comumissaire Frangals regrottc que tor lenteurs mises & Nexécution 
des menus de répression ot dindemnitis, déterminent Inutilement cher les 
Drives un malaise qui ne peut servir ni de satisfaction 2 la justice, ni de répara- 
tion aux Chrétions. It met encore une fois le voru quo Von procide avec 
rigueur au ebitiment exemplaire des principaux coupables, avec promptitude a 
réglement de la question dindemnité, et que, ces deux opérations une fois 
accomiplies et la procédure fermée, il y ait entre les Druses et les Maronites une 
Galite parfaite. 4 

-M. Novikow fait remarquer que les denx opérations de Ia répression et de 
1s réparation ont entre elles une grande affinité, et qu'il serait urgent de les faire 

de front. 
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Abro Efendi répond que le refas des Chrétiens de venir déposer devant le 
‘Tribunal de Moktara, et fournir les preuves de la culpabilité ow au moins de 
Videutité des. individus arrétés sur leur dénonciation, n'est pas de natare jt 
tactiver le résultat définitif des mesures prises par son Excellence Fuad Pacha. 

Lord Dufferin a la conviction intime que ee refus, dieté aux Chritiens par 
leurs Evéques, a &é caleulé dans Vintention de provoquer de la part de Fuad 
Pacha Ia condamnation en bloc des 1,200 individus désignés par eux dan» une 
premiére liste comme coupables au premier chef, 

M. Novikow répond h Lord Dafa, que lex Evdqoes, & Vintermédiar 
desquels on a fait appel pour recueillir les Aoonciations et les transmettre, woo 
fois cette transmission sceomplic, se sont troavés obligis en conscience de We ae 
aller plus loin. M. Déclant crvit savoir que non seulement ils n'ont pax 
étourné leurs corcligionnaires de se rendre A Vinvitation de Fuad Pacha, ais 
‘que plusicurs d’entreux les y ont méme fortement engaués, Si les Chritiens 
#y sont refosds, cet que Je Tribunal de-Mokbtara leur a sans doute. inspini 
moins de confiance que celui de Beyrout, et quiayant dex doutes wur Maawe do 
extic procédure, ils ont voulu éviter de s'y compromettse, 

M. de Rebfucs est davis que Je oombre restreint des cond 
Waprds le principe adopté doivent &tre prononeées, permet Fuad 
contenter des dipviions do ceux Centr es Caren qu ont ponds A won 
Appel. 

PPM. do Weckbecker pense que ce n't ai dane un sentiment de crite ni 
dans hy d'une intluence exerege par Jes Eveques, que l'on pout trouvor 
explication de In eonduite dos Chrétions dans cetto oirconstanco, mais dans un 
tentiment particulier aux peuples de co pays qui ne compronnent encore rien 
aux formalités de la jastice publique, Cost tx premitre foix quelle fonctionne 
devant eux, ot qu'on procide ainsi & ta répression. 

M. Je Conumissaire Frangais interpello Abro Efendi relativement & l'un dex 
premiers notes acoomplis par Je nouveas Gouvernour de Damas. Emin Pacha, 
‘ussitdt son arrivde, a disous le Conseil Provincial, et provoqué le renouvellemont 
de cxte aero par an cor Sectoral quil| a intteé ad Ae. Le rvutat 
de cotto opérntion w été aexclure da Conseil des hommes honorables quo Fund 
Pacha y avait conservés, ot notamment Salih Agha Mohayeni, homme consider 
able par sa position et son earctire, ot gu, pendant fos évéoomenty, 
recuelll ches Iai un gmod nombre de Chidtions. Cette exclu 

ja’eacouragor les tendances déploral thon Mus 


operations ont 
‘quelconqe. 
recommande Ia 
Danas, cu éat ( 
M.Novikow reasarque qu'en dehors m@e du fait de ection, ta Commission 
a parfaitement le droit de signaler le ficheux effet que Voxclusion de Mobayont 
‘aur produit sur lesprit de la population. 
|. Béelant pour son compte nindmet pes qu’aucune restriction puisse etre 
apportéo & Texercice des droits dont la Commission ext investi. Jusqu'l co 
que la Syrie soit réorganisée, Fund Pacha ext armé de pouvoirs sane limites, et 
Ta Commission de son cbté «sur tous les actes do Mautorité, pendant cette 
‘tansitoire, un droit de censure dont M. le Corrnissaire de France eroit 
voir user dans cette circonstance. . 
Ta adance ext levde a quatro heures et trois.quurt, 


(Saivent les sigontures) 











Inclosure 5 in No. 392. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sin 
I ‘e Beyrout, Jonvary 27, 1861. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, fe E jency’s 2 
No, cops os eareajondnee wish tv sal inca Major Fer 
wimelt, repeting the course to be purwied towanls the Drose prisoners at 
___ Uhave, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 392. 
‘Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


(Extract) ‘Mokhtdrah, 
r ae i, January 17, 1861. 
THE Christian Deputies are leaving Mokhtaral to-day in somo 
without the Pasa having been abe cco Gime eraeaien wana 
called them together the day boforo yesterday, 4 
‘explained to them that he bad called them hore for Nepe aie be gend 
in the punishment of the guilty Drusca, whether by giving rect evidence, te by 
fay other infornatton in thei possesion. That it was notin his power fand he 
did not pretend to have the inteation of putting to death any such number 
that demanded in their Hts, the most moderate of which conte 1,200 names 
tat ante had already declined generally to tex‘ify against individuals whose 
‘eames had been placed 00 that list, he would now ask them to arrange another 
of about 200 nomas of the Druses they conceived to have been am hore 
connection with the late massacres (whether they wore now prisoners or ef fa 
fight); arranged and nambered ancording to; Gece degree of guilt, fon the 


highest and xo on downwards, He wished ther, however, to understan 
Se opens sipteed ie pet eny eon ene ae er hes 


y invitation. ‘That the is 
having been prepared by the whole would bo ae ype i 
draw “ups uniother of less extent, ‘would invalidate tho first, without 
‘fern 1 all who bad compote that Tit and that they could 06 supply 
evidence againat indiduals without callag on the whole population to 
‘The Pasha, finding he could come to no. practical thet 
today peste Cod ate ihnie Besar “a peepee 
‘snow engaged in classifying the accused. recon ir degrees 
parol pitt ant Wi ec he tar er ete teeing ks ee ee 
¢ 10 ty. the more important cases by the aid of special swork depealiong 
his pomewion, the testimony of Druses already given on oath during the triale 
at Beyrout, designations of individuils as principal actors made by the Drase 
Oe a Beyreat on thelr trials, or confessions of the prisoners them- 
sels several of these nds of evidence being already concentrate against the 
‘He will also tock to avail himsolf of any di wi 
(and Iam mpelavate of sme only swntlag an pportunty), bat sandiee 
to call onthe whole Crain boy to frnish evidence, a6 this, he far, ‘would 
Javolve him again in the: ‘of havi 2 r 
faves him 9g vulty of having to mect another exaggerated demand 
‘Wihrea he sces what. condemoatioy sulfcien 
bare Ines, he wil comsalt th Conalsion etre poeslig hrtiee on 
Pognie is rere tagyt of what his Excellency is meditating, which, with 
Wve particulars, 1 am anxious you should receive sitaultaneously with 
arrival of the Deputies at Beyrout, if fips 
ee ates at Be mit, if possible. I beg you, therefore, to pardon. 
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Indlosure 7 in No. 392, 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lond, Mokitdrah, Jonwary 19, 1861. 

IN discussing with Fuad Pashs last evening the basis upon which it would 
be competout for the Court to record sentence of death against any of the Drose 
prisonas now under examination here, I felt it nocessary to object to the wide 
Scope his Excellency claimed for the optional, award of this penalty. I took 
Sexnsion to remark that I had understood the intention of the European Com 
mission to be that eapital panishment should be limited to cases of cold-blooded 
{nurder alone, an opision in which I am confirmed by reference to your Lordships 
communication of January 1, addressed to mic, 

To. my abjection his Excellency replied that this was by no means the 
intention of the Commission; ou the contrary, it had beon decided that individuals 
Coming ‘under any of the following eategories should be amenable to cnpital 
ppanishiment, vie, =— 

1. "Those engaged as authors or exciters in connection with the late 
massecres. 

2. Those acting as Chiefs of bands engaged in munlering, burning, or 
plundering ; ond 

3, ‘Those guilty of cold-blooded murder with their own bands, 

Tis Recelleney further stated that your Lordship bad certainty Inid upon 
the tablo a proposition that murder should be the only efinn for which sentence 
ae ah abdul be paused that two cye-witnomes should bo required, and that 
fhe sumer of executions should be iuferior to those of Damascus, but that these 
Jiritations hod not been decided apon by the Commision. 

1 asked his Excelleney to permit me to peruse the Protocol of procoodings 
‘on that oceasion, but ax no copy haa been brought to Mokhtara. I should foot 
Shiga It your Lordship would furnish me with one, or with such other infor 
nation as may seem Hecomary for wy guidance, 

T have ii the menatime requested his Excellency to abstain from recording 
sentence of death against any prisoner who shall not have been found guilty of 


‘cold-blooded murder. 
T have, Se. 


(Signed) A. J. FRASER. 
———— 
Inclosure 8 in No, 392. 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin, 


My Lond, Mokhtdrah, January 23, 1861 


THE labours of the Extraordinary Commisslon having now been brought to 
close. a report of these har been presented to bis Rxeelieney Fuad: Pasha 
Compeitngy among olker documents, 8 list of nearly 9100 persons who have been 
more of less compromised ia the late outbreak, 

In comequence of the refusal of the Christians to bear teat 
individuals his Excellency has found mach dificulty in establishing distinotly 
the gulle of any one among the prisoners. And the evideuce lus necessarily 
been of a presumptive charncter- ‘ 

Unler then eirenmetances, ond taking into considerntion the sumber of 
Dru men, women, and children, amounting to, 176 persone who lave beon 
thordered by. the Christians, besides 85. wounded since the occupation of 
the Mountain by the French troops, their loss of life during the outreak 
mounting to 1,300 men, together with the miserublo, condition to which they 
fave beer redaced by the pillage of their villages, his) Excellency considers thot 
the execation of « comparntively ‘small number, ia nddition to, those already 
wre demned at Beyrout, will sufice to give a necessary example for the future, 
and to meet the demands of a discriminating justice. 

Tis Excellency purposes, therefore, to transmit at once to Beyroubthe Report 
of the Extsavedineny Commission, together with his own recommendation 
thereupon, it the hope that the’ European Commissioners may be able to 





sympathize with the views which an anxious inquiry into. all the circumstances 
Counected with the origin and progress of the late disastrous eveats have 
compelled him to adopt, 

His Bxesllency is further most desirous that the decision of the Commission 
be retransmitted ‘speedily, it being barily pomible to contiaue to hold his 
position in a petty mountain village with 800 prisoners on hand, who, from the 

possibility of finding propor accommodation for such nurobers, 
severity of the weather, are undergoing xevere suffering, of ‘whi 
‘even died; while the keepinys up supplies over in paths for the prisoners 
and forthe troops who guard. thom, is, ia such weather, dificult in the extreme: 

My desire to send these linos by the present express will, 1 hope, pend my 
apology for the absence of details, and for the very hurried form of this 
‘communication, 

T have, &e. 
Gigned) A.J. FRASER. 


Inclosure 9 ia No, 392. 
Lord Dufferin to Major Froser. 
Sir, 


precaution had become all the 
oportion as our investigations elucidated 
ro it booue tht ‘ke Chitin ed 
bation. i 
bt ne possible upon vo important a aubject, it 
who ome tnder oe. of th three following 
iment -— 
ris part personnellement aux massacres, 
tigé lew axmasine et Hes incendialren, 
ar la voix publique comme uynnt commis te 
plow grou! nombro de meurtres, od comme ayant ngi dats des circonstances 
‘qui aggravent leur oulpabilit 

Armed with those recommendations, his Excellevey sammoned the Bishops 
f the various sects, and having communicated to them at large the view of the 
Commission, requested them to consult with the leading en of the several 
communities, nnd prowent hitn with the nanses of those who wight be considered 
deserving of capital punishment. 

‘The result of this invitution was » list of 4,600 persons, whom these 
ceclesiasties wished, Ja cold blood, to consign to death. It is, indeed, pretended 
tht they were upon this occasion the wiere moxth-piccos of the Christian 
Hotables : bot auy'one wequninted with the influence exercised by tho prelates of 
the sects in this country must mile at the introduction of such» flimsy 

texts 

Previn the fce, the, of obvious & determination on the part of the Maronite 
faader to procure the wholesale destruction of their enemies, it became incunt- 
beat on those whose nim it'was to secure the sccomplishment of un impartial, 
though rigorony, justice to guard agninst the blind vindietivenesy of the Christian 
proseoutors by devising limitations still stricter than those which bad alread 

proved s0 ineffectual to restrain the unserupulous desuinca! sons of the priesthood, 
“ly own tineasiness on the subject was further enbanwed by the fact that, 
‘notwithstanding all Fuad Pasha's remonstrances against uch unreasonable and 


a7 


Cruel conduet, the Bishops could be finally induced to content theaseves with 
Polling les than a demoand for 1.200 bests, and that every day wos furan 
Bs with the most startling proofs ofthe utter untrustworthiness ofthe denuneney 
supplied by the Christians 

Te was under these circumstances that I submitted to the Commission tho 
{our propositions to which you refer. ‘Though we did not come tong rene 
wea ihe subject, the proposals, after some desultory discuusion, wow aoreatle 
sessed to and an ccpecnl alrmtion was necarded tothe one which restricted 
the capital panishment ia the Mountain to a lower nuniber than that wi ike 
ctimninals ‘Damascus, 


in sonfirmation of this. statement 1 inclowe you a private letter on the 
tablet from M. Bécland, the substance of whic you will portupa ‘be nond 
pone = communion confidentially to his Excellency Fuad Pasha, Fi 
Vith regard, however, to the courte now to be pursued, Lam ready to 
elm thot the thct of the Chriians having refused to ome Inte Coen 
Seni, any deals relative to the comparative guile of those who they hate 
lenounced, oF to afford any evidence to slow on what grounds there nen yt, 
have been founded, considerably alters the caso, and 
‘00 us to insist on the laxt-mentioned limitation, being 


a insist on u stricter nderonce 
Commission. Under aay 
of expediency, no desire 
¢ public opinion, ought to 
execution unless the evidence 
his guilt. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


BeSTs exferonce to this subject T beg 19 Sncloge you a extrnct from a 
despatch of Lord Elgin's with reference to the nassianaticns lately comity in 
China, 

You will perocive that, even under such terrible provocation, bis Lontship 
naver loses sight of the necemity of having evidence to justly the eoudecnc 
of marerers, however atrocious may be thelr crimes, 


re 
Inclosure 10 in No, 39, 
The Berl of Elgin to Lord J. Russet. 


Peking, October 98, 1860. 


h, it may 
not have conceded, and 











| inust add that, throwing the responsibility for the acts of Government in 
this way on individuals, resera! es too closely the Chinese form of conducting 
\War, 1o approve itself altogether to my jailgment. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 392 


Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Janary 27, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excelleney’s informa 
tion, extract from a despatch which I have received from Major Fraser dated 
the 10th instant, and marked Secret and the substance of 


‘conversation which bo had held with his E: y Fuad Pash respecting 
prolonged foreign oveupation. 


Uhare, &e. * 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Taclosure 12 in No, 392: 
Major Frazer to Lord Dufferin, 


(Extract) Mokhtarahy January 19, 1861. 

IN u private conversation with Fusd Pasha this evening on tho affairs of 
the Moten! and on tho possiblity of may having shortly to bring again under his 
tities the dangerous condition to which Nazareth had been reduced, by mal- 
metinistration and intrigue, his Excellency remarked that no one could be more 
ensibio thant he In how many direc thy and vigorous action was 
cemnry ot the part ofthe Government ; but while he continued to be trammelled 
‘ux he now was by the pretence of a French army wed by oe et (a © 
Tecure'® prolongation of the occupation, it wus quite impoable for him to a 
Ce ea Ne denoral business of the Government. He flt obliged to hold 
Hinuelf in readies £0 counteract, before it could become serious, each new 
treltement or more hidden scheme, aos only defeated ove to find 
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decided in 


the goverament of this 
Pasha should suppose 
task), Thad 





No. 39: 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. —(Received February 2.) 
(No. 70.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 23, 1861. 

I INCLOSE a copy of the Turkish project for the government of Syria. 
As have but just received it I have not time to discuss its merits. 

‘Bat it difiers in some degree from what first understood it would be from 
te real explants ven tome nd appers nore ‘confused and less compre= 

nsive. 

1 will endeavour by Saturday's post to write something more satisfuctory 
oa the subject. In regard to the indemnity, I certainly thought that if the 
Porte were able to take this obligation upon itself, at once pay a portion and 
give Fuad orders to mise the rest in the least oppressive manner, that this course 
‘would have been the most desirable; for the: plan proposed, as far us I under~ 
stand it, is liable to objections both on the score of practicability and justice. 
But it is most essential that there should, at all events, be no delay in this 
‘matter, and L have, therefore, pressed the Porte either to propose at once some 
satisfactory plan of its own, sending the money which it first promised to sead 
by this steamer, or to give Fund Pasha full powers to act as he may think the 
ccase requires. I confess I still think myself that it is most hard to make the 
moat respectable part of the Mossulman population at Damnaou 
‘whole mischief that wax perpetrated chielly by the Drases from the Hau 
the rabble of the town, and which ought to have been prevented by the Iinperial 
Government. Moreover, though I have little doubt but that the indemnity to 
bbe paid is but an inadequate compensation for the injury sustained, 1 do not 
know whether all of it ean be paid by the parties on whom it is assessed without 
the complete ruin of those parties, 

1 think that by this post Fund will receive fall powers to. do whatover he 
thins proper; butseveral Councils have beet lately held upon this sujet, aod 
T uve not heard the result of that which was hel lastnight 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) " HENRY L. BULWER. 


Tnclosure in No, s102a, 
“Articles containing the Bases for the Future Government of Syria 
{See Inclosure in No. 381.} 


. ee 


No. 392b. 


‘Aali Pasha to M. Mosurus.—{Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M. Musurws, 
‘February 6.) 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, La 20 Jancier, 1861. 
MON expédition d'aujourd’bui_ yous apprendra Jes bases que Ja Sublis 
Porte vient d'adopter sur organisation future de la Syrie, Je joins ici, pour 
‘votre information, le projet de Lord Dufferin, projet dont la simple lecture vous 
imettia Améme d'en juger le mérite et la portée. Mon intention n'est pas de 
discuter un & un tous les Articles du plan du Commissuire Britannique 
principe qui semble I'avoir dieté, ne pouvant pas étre admis par la Sublitne Porte, 
Il serait tout-afuit inutile de s'étendre sur les détails, ‘Tout ce que j'ai, dono & 
your dire, crest que Je plan en question. ne tend i rien moins qu’s ériger une 
nouvelle Principauté, quasi indépendante, soumise A la direction duno Com 
aiaion Européenne ; en d'autres termpes, & séparer la Syrie de Ia domination 
‘Vous conceyres facilement, mon cher Ambassadeur, combien le Gouverne- 
ment do Sa Majesté Impériale serait déolé, «i par malheur le Cabinet de Sa 
Majosté Britannique apres avoir pris en sérieuse consiéation a postion ca 
treuse qu'une telle combinaison eréerait et A ensemble do Empire et & la 
Syric clle-méme, ne reeensit pas sur sa premigre impression; Te principe de 
Vintégrité de Empire Ottoman si énergiquement et, je puis le ne, face 









































ment défendu par-Angleterre, recevrait une nouvelle atteinte dans une de ses 
plus importantes parties. 

Sons doute, es malheurs qui ont frappé les populations du Mont Liban et 
de Damas sont iumenses, Le eseur paternel de notre auguste Souvernin a été 
le promier i s'alliger des borreurs dont exe pays ont été le théatre. 

La Grande Bretagne a ea aussi, il n'y « pas longtemps, des désastres pareils 
A déplorer ct  reprimer dans ses possessions de Inde Orientale. Personne n'a 
song6 a acouser I'Administration Anglaise de négligence ou d’incapscité. Comme 
hous, elle a été surprise par les événements, et comme nous, elle a, rewpli son 
devoir en infligeant des punitions sévéres aux anteurs des forfaits commis. 

Si quelques uns de nos Agents ont pu manquer & leur devoir, le Goaverne- 
ment a prouré qu'il n'entendait pas tolérer de pareila manques: et il eur a 
fit payer Je faute nu pis de leur sng ou de lear existence potique 

Le Gouvernement Impérial eit mérité la réprobation du monde civilisé, 
1Ruropo wit &é en droit et en devoir de penser a substituer un. autre état de 
choses, si la répression n’edt pas é46 aussi prompte que possible, si par suite de 
la trinto expénience que nous venons de faire, nous neussions pas prépard un 
swode dadministration capable d'empécher le reaouvellement des erimes passé et 
{ garantir la sécurité la prospérité future des habitants de la Syrie. 

Jone suche pas quil y ait un Gouvernement qui ne veuille et qui ne fase 
tout ce qui est dans les limites du possible pour maintenir la tranquilité dans 
von intétieur, et pour fice jouir aes aujets de toute sorte de wcurits, Cevt te 
promier des devoirs de tout Etat régulier, La Sublime Porte appricio V'importe 
ringed ce devoir, et elle sefforce ble remplirfdalement. Mais co but ne peut 
tre atteint qu'h condition d'avoir le libre exercice den droite sans leiquels toute 
autorité dovient illusoire, ins, avec Vintroduction da nouveau systime que 
‘hous avons arritée, aveo la pleine jouismance de cette libert¢ d°action inérente 
ct indispensable A Mindépendanee de chaquo Gouvernement, tn. Sublime Porte 
nibiniterait pas 4 déclarer, en fico du monde entier, xa conviction intime de 
pouvoir, par Vaide do Dieu, maintenir Vordre ot la paix dans toute la Syrio 
fandis quiuvee le mode proposé par Lord Duffero, il serait plus quissensé A Ia 
Sublime Porte d'arsumer a moindre responsabilité & eet égacd. 

Nous mavons que le désir do "Angleterre ct des autres Grandes Puissances 
Mest point Wamener un démembrement. Elles ne chercbent que le moyen 
dover une digue contre de nouvelles dévastations du. torrent insurreetionnel, 
Nous ne demandons, et nous ne pouvons demander, non plus autre chose. 
Puisque cost ainsh, poorquot souleverait-on des dificultés pour adoption des 
mene qui ane avoir tea grandes dangers que nous sgualons pos haut 
offiraent toutes lex garantien désirables ? Et pourquoi persisterit-on A prétérer 
‘ui plan dont Ia premidre eonséquence sernit de soustraire la Syne A la 
souvoraineté dn Sultan ? Non nous sommes convaincas que Lord John Russell, 
apis avoir pris connaiwanee Wo notre projet, voudea bien en recontalte Ia 
parfait yulfisance, t quill ne rofusera pas d'accorder A nos observations sur lee 
inconvénients de Vopinion de son Commigsaire une attention bicnveillante et 
samfeale. 

Vous devez vou» rappeler, mon cher Ambassadeur, que nous n'avous jamais 
recount la corapétence dela Commission Européeane dans organisation de la 
Syrie propreiment dite, 

‘Nous avons toujours et formellement déelaré qu’en matiéee administrative, 
lee dlibérations de ln Commission ne devaient porter que sur les modifications & 
introduire dans Vorganisation du Mont Liban. » Noo-seulement notre déclaration 
Nitérée n'a rencontre aucune objection, mais ou nous a constamment réponda 

Wil ne wagistait que de réviser lo systime Gabli en 1845. Nous pouvons 
invoquer & ce sujet Te témoignage de MM. les Représentants Constantinople, 
‘sua bien quo Te texte des instructions identiques dounées & la Commission, 

En résumé, iron cher Ambassadeur, cest un devoir impérieux et solennet 
que je remplis avjourd’hui, en yous invitant au nom de la Sublime Porte & 
sooniettee & Tappréciation Glairée de son Excellence le Principal Scerétaire 
Etat pour fes Afaires Etrangéres les raisons vitales qui nous obligent ne 
pouvoir adbérer fi aucun prix h la proposition de Lord Dulferin, et & persster 
duns notre résolution, dant, cowme je Yous Vai dit en commengsnt, mon offce 
date do ce jour vous donner les deta 


No. 893. 


Sir H. Bubecr to Lord J. Russell. (Received February 8.) 


(So. 83.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, Jenuary 20, 1861 
REFERRING to your Lordship’s No. 31 of January 17, 1 thought it better 
to make to his Highness Auli Pasha the inclosed communication respecting the 
Withdrawal ofthe French troops from Syria. 
have, & 
(Signed) | HENRY L. BULWER. 


Inclowure ia No, 393. 
Sir H, Bulwer ¢ Aali Posha, 


Highness, Constantinople, January 29, 1861 


WE have bad one of two conversations Intely onthe subject of the with- 
drawal of the Freach troops from Syria, and 1 think it as well that, your 
Highness should know as clearly as possible the language which Her Majenty's 
Goverumeot holds to me on this rubject. 

Itsayes You are not to urge the Porte to insist on the withdrawal of the 
French troops from Syria if the Porte itself considers that for the peace of the 
‘country those troops ought to remain, and that without them it could not bo 
aneweruble for the lives and. property of the iabobitants, But if the Ottoman 
Government thinks a foreign force is not required, and that the Ottoman 
Goverment decens that without such foree it can fulfil the daties of a Govern- 
ment in Syria, wnd be onsweruble for the security and tranquillity of the country, 
thon it shold states atone, and ear. 

‘As for Her Majesty's Government, the snurances of Lord Dufferin certainly 
tend to create in it» beliel that the French army is no longer necessary, and, if 
the Porto is also of this opinion, Her Majesty's Government will support the 
view it takes upon this subject. " But it ix to be honestly and frankly understood 
that Her Majesty's Government does not, direetly nor indirectly. impose, nor 
‘attempt to impose, any polioy on the Porte which the Porto itsolt ia not prediss 

a follow, believing it conscientiously the best for the interests of the 
Bottan, and the pence of his dominions. 

1 have informed Her Majesty's Government that you had already informed 
ime that the Porte, acting in Uhis case on its own unbiassed convictions, had 
determined to require the exceution of the Treaty of the Sth of September, and 
the evacuation of Syria; and, as far an T con ascertain the seatiments of ull the 
teers ofthe Solas Goveroment there is bot one fing on the matter 

ve, Be, 
Gigned) "HENRY 1, BULWER, 


No. 394. 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell —(Received February 8.) 


(No. 84.) 
My Lord, Constontinople, Jonuary 30, 1861. 
ON receiving Lord Dufferin’s despatches relative to the conduct of Fuad 
Pasha respecting the Dr ses, I brought the matter at once before the Porte, and 
‘Aali Pasha agrecing with me, wrote to his Excellency the Turkish Commissioner 
‘enjoining him to act with justice and cireumspectioa, and not to extend the 
Punishment wich those who were‘crimianl amongst the Druse tribe deserved, to 
‘an unjust and indiscriminate persecution of the whole Druse people: 


T have, &. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER, 
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(No. 206,) 
My Lord, Paris, February 7, 1861. 

M. THOUVENEL has received despatch from M. Béclard dated the 
17th ultimo, ia which he gives an account of a meeting of the Syrian Commnis- 
sioners to receive a report made by Fuad Pasha of the resalt of the trial of the 
Druses, about 300 in number, taken at Mokbtarah. 

Te appears that Fuad Pasha lind inforined the Commission that the sentence 
of deuth had been awarded to about twenty of them, and that he desired to 
know whether the Commission would be satisfied with that amber; that the 
Commission had replied unanimously that that number would not be sufficient, 
snd had insisted on the execution of any Druse implicated in any of the massacres 
which had occurred in any of the Christian villages, 

M. ‘Thouvenel thinks that this savoured too wach of unnecessary vengeance, 
‘and he hos therefore written to M. Héelard to say thot it is not a holocaust whick 
is wanted, but the execution of one or tio of the ringleaders of the Druscs. with 
‘view of inspiring a wholesome terror among the rest. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 396. 


Berl Cowley to Lard J. Runelti—{Receieed February 8.) 
(No. 2073) 
My Lord, Paris, February 7, 1861, 
L HAVE informed M. Thouvenel that the Porte having consented to the 
reassembling of the Conference on Syrian affairs, your Lordship had authorised 
and L inquired at what period he proposed to convoke 
A mocting. | His Excelleney said he would comvoks one as soon aa Vefyk Pasha 
should be in possession of bis fnstructions. Hix Excellency added that as yet 
tae had received oo answer from St. Petersburgh to his proposal to ceasser! 
the Conference, but, as he coud not doubt that it would be agreed to by Prince 
Gortschakolf, he was apprelcasive that the delay wat occasioned by his desire 
to couple with that agreement the renewal of the Russian demand of last year, 
that the whole question of the treatment of Christians in Turkey should be 
brought under the notice of the Conference. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | COWLEY, 


No. 397. 
Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 


Foreign Office, February 8, 1861. 

L HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No, 206 of the 7th instant, 
reporting » conmusicalon made to you by Mc Thouvenel ofthe aubstance of 
dewpatch from the French Commissioner in Syria, containis account of 8 
meeting of the Commission to receive Fuad Pasha's Report of the result of the 
trial of the Druses taken at Mokhitarab. 

T have to state to your Excellency thot Her Majesty's Government eoncar 
with M. Thouvenel in opinion that the execution of one or two of the most 
‘ritninal of the ringleaders of the Drusca will be sufficient to inspire a wholesome 
fear amongst the rest and to satisfy the euds of justice. 

ir Mi, Bulwor bas been instructed to inform Lord Dafferin that Her 
yernment concur in M1. Thouvenel's opinion. 
Tam, te. 


(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 358. 
Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulseer. 


Foreign Office, Febrwary 8, 1861. 

1 TRANSMIT, for your information, a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris,* reporting what M. Thouvenel had stated to him 
‘on the subject of M. Béclord’s’ Report of a meeting of the Syrian Commission 
to receive Fuad Pasha’s Report of the result of the trial of the Druses taken at 
Mokbtarab. “pa 

T have informed Earl Cowley that Her Majesty's Government concur with 
M, Thouvenel in opinion that the execution of one or two of the moxt erirainal 
of the ringleaders of the Druses will be sufficient to inspire a wholexo 
Gmonat the rest, and to satisfy the ends of justice ; and I have alsa informed 
Earl Cowley that you have been instructed to acquaint Lord Dufferin with the 
seatiments of Her Majesty's Government on this matter. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL 


Ee See 
No. 399. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell-—(Received February 9.) 

(No. 200) 
My Lord, Poris, February 8, 1861 

TN may despatch No. 207 of yesterday's date 1 mentioned to your Lordship 
the apprehensions entertained by M. Thouvenel lest the Russinn Goveroment 
should desire to take advantage of the rewssombling of the Conference on Syrian 
flies, to provoke a discussion upon the general. state of the Christian subjects 
Of the Porte, and to propow revolutions for the adoption of the assembled 
Representatives 

T mould beg your Lordship to consider and to inform me what eourse you 
would wish me to take under such circumstances J ask your Lord's instructions 
Tor the following reas08, 

it will be in your Lordship’s recollection that. an’ attempt of this kind wus 
made when the Conference was first assembled in July last, My despatoh 
No. 1,006 of the Sat of that month gives an account of this attempt ; and your 
Loniitp will no dowbt, remember that 1 was obliged to bint, in ax courteous 
terms ab potable, that I should leave the Conference if it was persisted in, 
Miheo, after a relerence to St. Petersburgh it wax abandoned, But I heard after- 
wards that General Kiselfs cond tad not been approved by bis Gover 
Thun and that it was cooridered that be ought to have shown greater energy in 
‘carrying out the instructions with which he Ind been furnishe 

“These tactics may be repeated How with more perveverance, and it 
well that I should call your Lordship's attention to this possibility, Po 
he best way of defeating them, should the intention to resort to them 
anifested, ill be to apprize M.Thouvenel that Her Majesty's Goverament vi 
Tot authorize me to attend the Conference, unless it be clearly understood that 
tio other question is to be treated therein than thove connected with the of 
of Syria. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) | COWLEY. 





No. 400, 


Lord J, Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 169) 
My Lord, Porvign Office, February 9, 1861. 
THE, accounts received from Her Majesty's Commissioner in Syria do not 
announce any change in the opinion entertained by the Commissioner that 





the French troops ought to be withdrawn at the period fixed by the Conven- 
tion. 

Your Excellency will express this opiion to the Conference ax the opinion 
of Her Majesty's Government. If, however, the Turkish Ambassador has 
instructions to agree to a prolonged occupation, you will inform Her Majesty's 
Government of that circumstance. If he bas not such instructions, you will not 
in any way endeavour to persuade him to yield to the desire for a prolonged 


‘occupation. 

"That desire, as expressed by General Beaufort and by the onmans of the 
French press, is founded on an opinion that the Turks are unfit to govern Syria. 
Bat the question naturally arises, if Turkish authority is unfit to rule io Syria 
now, why should it be fit at the énd of two months, or of six months ? 

_ Agnin, if it is unfit to rule in Syria, why in Bulznria or in Bosnia? It is 
obvious, from what M. ‘Thouvenel says, that this last question will be raised by 
the Representative of Russia. 

Nay more: ifit is once admitted that, apart {rom the horrible events which 
occasioned the foreign occupation of Syria, the Turks cannot be trusted with 
the government of Christians, the wide application of this dogma asserted by 
the Rusiian Government must be admitt 

Your Excellency is therefore desired to confine yourself to the question of 
the Convention of September, and, for the reasons {have repeatedly explained 
to you, to oppose its renewal, 

Tom, &e. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 


No. 401. 
Lord Bloomfield to Lord J, Rusvell-—(Recviced February 11.) 


(Wo. 23,) 

My Lord, Vienna, February 7, 1861. 
LAVAILED myself of an loterviow which T had with Count Rechberg the 
day after the arrival of the last messeager, to informa his Excellency of the answer 
which your Lordship had returned to M. ‘Thouvenel’s proposal to summon the 
Conforence of the Representatives of the Powers for the purpose of discussing 
the propriety of postponing the tema xed by te oorestion forthe evamation 

‘of Syria; and I read to him the copy of yout Lordships ch to Earl Cow 
No. 108 of the 24th ultimo, ea my 
‘Count Rechhers thanked ime for this communication, and said emphatically 
that be approved of every word of this despatch, He did. not mention having 
received any further communications from but it may be prosamed that 
ho i not favournbly improssed with the intelligence which ns reached hen from 
other quarters on this subject, for he sald that England and Austein were the 
aly two Powers that appeared to be agreed on the Syrian question. He added, 
the answer from Prusia was drawn up 40 as to leave ft uncertain what she 

T have, fe, 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No. 402. 
Mr. Lowther to Lord J. Russell. {Received February 11.) 


(No. 74. Confidential.) 
My Lord, . Berlin, Frbraary 9, 1861, 

1 TOOK an opportunity of asking the Austrian Minister here, Count 

hie was aware what the opinions of his Goverament were as to the 

question of a Conference on the alfuirs of Syria. 

‘Count Karolyi mentioned the communication of your Lordship’s despatch 
‘on that subject by Mr. Fane to Count Rechberg, and he read to me a despateh 
from Count Rechberg, in which he stated that he agreed with the opinions 
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‘expressed Lordship, and that the Anstrian Cabinet would be in favour of 
ABE Genius prod the oxkcr Powers parties’ the Convention ware of te 
same opinion 

T am not mistaken, the despatch Count Karolyi read to me was nddressed 
to Count Apponsi. No mention was made of Count Rechberg’s being of 
Opiaion that tbe orcupation should be continued. 

ave, Re. 
(Signed) W. LOWTHER. 





No. 403. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 69.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 11, 186. 

I TRANSMIT, for your information, a copy of a dexpatoh from Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris,* reporting what the French Minister for Foreign Adiutrs had 
‘sid on communicating to him the substance of M. Béclard's report of the 
‘meeting of the Syrian Commission to receive Fuad Pasha's Roport of the result 
of the trial of the Droses taken st Mokhtarah.. 

T have informed Earl Cowley thut Her Majesty's Government conour with 

mn that the execution af one oF two of the most criminal 
fof the ringleaders of the Drowe will be saficient to inspire a wholesome fear 
tthe rest and to satiny the ends of justice 
have likewise comtaunicated thexe sentiments of Her Majesty's Government 
to Sir 11. Bulwer, and have instructed his Excelleney to inform you of them. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 404, 


Lord J. Russelt to Sir 1, Bulwer, 
(No. 84) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February V1, 1861 

1 RECE{VED, in your Exeelleney's despatch No, 70, the plan for the 
paciticatioa of Syria proposed by the Port, and the eroular which aecompaniod it 

Her Majesty's Government understand that the Lebanon is not comprised in 
this plan, beowuse the qoestion of the Government of the Mountain is left to the 

spean Commissioners 
Borie slate Goverment lament tat no Feimé@iate waco of money to 
enable the Syrian Christians to tebuild their housey and retura to their former 
ceupations contained in the Turkish plan 

‘our excellency will instruct Lord Dufferin to remain at bia post watil the 
Commissioners shall bave made their report. 

‘You will have leamt by my telogram of the Qnd instant that Ter 
Majesty's Government concar with the Turkish Government in thinking that 
the proposals ed the Commission should be confined to the Goverument of the 
Lebanon. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 





No. 405. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. —(Received February 12.) 


(No. 215. Confidential) 
MyLord, Paris, February V1, 1801 

1 HAVE at last had some conversation with Vefyk Efendi on the subject of 
the reassembling of the Conference on the affairs of Syria. He informed me 


+ Na a5, 
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that he had sufficient instructions te enable him to take part in the Conference, 
sand that he had so stated to M. Thouvenel. 

‘On my asking the nature of these instructions Vefyk Efendi said that he 
was to request the evacuation of Syria, and to state that it was absolutely 
nevessary, for the re-establishment of the Porte’s authority in that province, that 
the foreign troops should be withdrawn. Heshould listen, he ndded, in the first 
Conference, to any retarks which might be made to him; and probably should 
have to refer for further instructions to Constantinople. 

observed that he must be aware that the French Government were desirous 
of prolonging the occupation, and asked him whether his Government were 
disposed to acquiesce in this desire. Vefyk Efendi’s reply(left no doubt upon my 
mit Ae the Porte is prepared to extend the period of occupation for a limit 
period. 

1 inquired whether the Porte, in consenting to a prolongation of the 
‘occupation, intended to take any precautions, with a view of preventing 
renewal of the demand when the second period should have expired, and Vefyk 
Efendi replied that he was satisfied that the troops would be withdrawn before 
the end of April 

T presume, from what I have recounted, that the French Government have 
been in direct communication with the Porte upon this subject. and this notion 
4s confirmed by other information which has reached me. Indeed, M. Thouveneh 
{in the course of x convermation which I had with him this afternoon, said that 
he had reason to believe that the Porte would not press for the immediate 
departure of the troops. 

Thave, fe. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No, 406, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Recelved February V2.) 
(No, 216.) 
My Lord, Poris, February 11, 1861. 


‘THE Russian Government has notifed its assent to the reassembling of 
the Conference on Syrian Affairs, and, M. Thouvenel believes, without any 
intention to profit by the eceasion to bring forward any general ‘resolutions in 
favour of the Christian subjects of the Porte. 

1 informed his Bxeelleney that I could not attend a Conference which had 
any other object than the execution of the Convention of the Sth of September, 
a Chat bogged cht this might be clearly understood, 

M, Thouvenel said that he should be quite ready to oppose any attempt 
that might be mado to involve the Confereuce in other questions; but he 
repeated that he had no reason to believe that any such attempt was meditated. 

tis probable that the Conference will meet on Saturday, the 16th instant. 

T have, fe. 
(Signed) " COWLEY. 


No, 407. 


No. 2173 BA” Oley te Lord J. Raull—{Recvied February 12.) 
(No. 217.) 
Pari, February 11, 1861. 
IN my despatch No. 205 of the 7th instant Tealled your Lordship's atten 
tion to the common opinion which pervaded the public mind in France as to the 
Birt which the British Government had taken with repect to the occupation of 
ytia, 

"The iden that Her Majesty's Government had been using their influence 
with the Porte to induce the fatter to insist on the withdrawal of the French 
troops hus gained so much ground that I thought it advisable to speak to 
M, Thouvenel on the subject, and to state to him that, although Her Majesty’s 
Government entertained @ very decided opinion upon the expediency of the 
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tracuation of Syria—an opinion which they hod frankly communicated to the 
French Government—they had not sought in any way to impose that opinion 
‘upon the Porte ; on the contrary, they had abstained from offering any advice to 


the Porte as to the course whieh it should pursue re 
have, Ke. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 408. 


Lord 5. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 88.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 12, 186 
1 HAVE toinforn your Excelieney that Her Majesty's Government approve 
of the note which you addressed on the 20th ultimo to Aali Pasha respecting 
the withdrawal of the French troops from Syria, of which a copy was inelosed 
your despatch to me No. 83 of the 30th of January. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 400. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 173.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 13, 1861 
1 HAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No, 215, Confidential, of the 
Lith instant, reporting the substance of a conversation which you havo had with 
Vetyk Efendi as to the course which he is prepared to take in the appronching 
Conference upon the suostion of prolonging ‘the iliary occupation of Syria 
If Vefyk Efendi takes the line in Conforonce which he hs sketched out. to 
your Excellency, you will take every guaruntee that can be obtained forsecuring 
‘the evacuation of Syria before the end of Apel. The prolongation of tho poriod 
of occapation should bo regulated by a Convention duly signed und ration. 
‘The number of troops should not exceed the number of European troops 
actually ia Syria in the month of January last. 
T havo to instruct your Excelleney to inform Prince Metternich of the line 
which you are instructed to take in Confrence, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 


No. 410, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 13.) 


(No, 223.) 
My Lord, Paris, February 12, 1861. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 216 of yesterday's date, I have the 
‘honour to state that Prince Gortchakoff in his despatch agreving to the proposal 
ofa fresh Conference on Syrina affnirs, says that for hie part he aust decline to 
accept the responsibility of the consequences which, in his opinion, must follow 
the departure ofthe Enropesn tops of ecupation before the reorgaiion of 
the Government of the Lebanon. 


T have, &0. 
(Signed) | COWLEY, 




















No. 411. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Buleer. 
(No, £3.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 4, 1861. 

_ HER Majesty's Government will instruct Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Paris to deelare in the Conference that Her Majesty will be prepared to station 
a squadron onthe coast of Syria from the Ist of May of this year til the cod of 
the summer. 

You may inform the Minister of the Sultan of this intention, and state 
likewise that it is proposed to renew the discretionary power given to the Admiral 
of thit squadron to land Marines in the case of urgent danger of massacre of 

subjects oF of the Christian population. 
Ta, &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 412. 


Lard J. Russell to Earl Cooley 
No. 189.) 
My Lord, Foreign Offce, February 14, 1861. 

YOUR Excellency is authorized to declare, in the Conference, that Her 
‘Majesty will be prepared (o station a squadron on the const of Syria from the 
Ist of May of this year till the end of the summer. 

1 inclose, for your Exeellency’s information, copy of a despatch which 1 
have auddremed to” Her Majesty's Atbassador at Constantinople upon this 
ubject.* 

Lom, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 413. 
Lord J. Rusell to the Lords Comminsioners of the Admiralty. 


My Lords, Foreign Offer, February 15, 1861. 
L HAVE received the Queen's commands to signily to your Lordships Her 
Majesty’ plunure that» squadron of her sips should be stationed on the 
oust of Syria trom the Ist of May of thle year il the end of the ume and 
Thave further to state to your Lordships that a discretionary power should be 
ive to the Adturalof that wuadron To laad Marines in the case of urgent 
ngr of massnore of Drie aabjecte of ofthe Christian population, 
am, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No. 414. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell—(Receieed February VG.) 
(No. 64.) 
My Lond, Beyrout, February 1, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed to Her 
Majesty's Ambassador ot the Porte. 

T have, Se. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No 414. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Bayrout, January 29, 1861. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's informa. 
tion, copy of a list of the Druse men, womes, and children that have been 
ourdered by the Christians since the Mountain has been the seat of a joint 
military occupation. 

Tt is melancholy to éhink that the intention of Europe should have become 
the signal for the renewal of those very barbarities wo have come to put an 
‘end t0; and this reflection assumes a graver character when we perceive that 
in addition to the 136 men who have fallen victims to the spirit of retaliation 
which not unnaturally animates the Maronites, nearly 50 innocent women and 
15 children have been either butchered or brutally il-treated, 

‘As your Excellency is aware, the moment that the news of the first of 
these assasinations reached my cart, wrote a despatch to Fuad Pasha, which 
also coramunicated to the Fronch General, urging upon his Excellency the 

mount necelty of a once pting a xop to culrages whlch I ocouinged 
hi impunity must inevitably multiply themselves all over the country ; and at 

samo time I remonstented most veheinently with my French colleague 
‘aguinat the apparent indifference manifewted by hix countrymen to acts of 
Darburity porpetrated under the ahadow of the French flag. 

Tn reply, I was assured that steps had been taken to put an end to the 
practices of whieh I complained; that some of the culprits had Been punished 
fand thot there wax no danger of any repetition of such crimes. T confor, 
however, [could never learn that any single individual had been dealt with 1s he 
deserved. Since then, vague report have still kept reaching me, from time to 
tine, of itolated murders committed here and there by the Chretians in the 
Mixes districts, And at repeated intervals I have renewed, both to. his Kxcel- 
leney and to M. Béclard, my previous representations. 

Tt-was not, however, until Major Frasce accompanied Fund Pasha to Mokh- 
taroh that we Became acquainted with the rool extent to which these atrocitios had 
been practised, and that it was known for the fir time how many women aod 
children hd fallen vietims, 

Tmmediately upon the receipt of this intelligence, 1 wrote a despatch to 
Major Fraser, copy of which Thave the honour to transmit, requesting him to 
insist upon Fuad Pasha immediately br inging to joxtice and convicting in the 
most summary mauner the authors of somo of the more atrocious crimes 
marked in the list he seot me, of, in the event of his Execlleney showing any 
isinclination to act with vigour, to requite him to give an explanation in writing 

refusal. 
¢, Fuad Pasha at once acceded to the request which had boon made 
‘and sent persons in pursuit of those most notoriously obnoxious to 
Pusinent and bofore lng} hope to be able to report to your Heealieney 
that they ave been duly dealt with. 

Teunot, however, conclude this despateh without remarking how unforta- 
nate it is that the misconduct of the Christians sbould thus confuse the justice 
‘of their cause, and corapel us to include members of their own faith in thelist of 
those we are called upon to punish 

‘Vad a single culprit been hanged on the day the French army marched to 

amar not other minder woud have dingraced the Christin name. 
we, Ke 
Gignot) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 414. Inclosure 4 in No. 414. 


Lasr of the Drases who have been Killed and Wounded since the Military ‘ 
Occupation of Mouat Lebanon. % Lord Dufferin to Sir Hl. Buboer. 


Sir, Beyrout, February \, 1861. 
AS your Excellency will have already learnt from my previous despatches, 
as well ac from Major Fraser's Reports, Fuad Pasha has beea occupied during. 
fhe lat twee days in sperintending the proceso the Curt maria 
‘established in the Mountain: ‘the trial of those Druses designated as the 
Principal actors in the massscres at Hasheya, Rashoya, and Dvir-el-Karnar. 

Dreviourly tn is Escellnsy’s arstvel, apwards 6f 700" pervons had been 
captured in accordance with the requisitions furnished by the Christian Hierarchy, 
and wore awaiting the o (of the assize, ‘To every ono’s astonishment, 
however, when the Christian notables were invited to come forward and furnish 
the Military Tribunal with such indication as would Justify the conviction of 
the persons they had aecused, the Turkish authorities were met by a flat refusal, 
on their part, to supply any evidence whatever. 

‘Subsequent inquiry has satisfied mo that this extrmondinary conduct was 
dictated to the notables by their Bishops, with tho twofold object of embarrassing 
the Government, and of preventing the Court from drawing such « distinction 
between the degrees of iodividual culpability ax woukd adasit of tho. condemua- 
tion of a lessee number than the extravagnst total demanded, Having been, for 
some time past, aware of tho unscrupulous methods resorted to by the leaders 
of the Maronite’ party to procure the destruction of a far greator number of 
their Druse enemles than tho exigencies of the severest justice could require; 
‘and having very little confidence cither in the intelligence or the conscientious. 
ows of a military tribunal composed of ‘Turkish officers, when it was w caso in 
which only Druse interests were concomed, I had invited the Commission to 
restrict the competence of the Coutt-mnrtnl within the narrowest Tisty an in 
audition to the other precautions adopted at my suggestion, it wae especialy 
admitted by all my colleagues that the niumbor of executions in the Mountain 
‘ought. not to exceed that which had lreen thought an adequate pontsnent for 
the still ranker offences of the citizens of Damascus, 

When, however, it became apparent that the obstinate silence of the 
Christians who appeared for the prosecution was likely not only to defeat their 
fowu sanguinary objects, but erett the ends of justice, T thought it advimible to 
recommen! Major Par toner iat on 60 eto aerence tothe 
in Ne restrictions which 0 devi to meot an opposite contingency, but to do 

Tpilorate’a it No 474) hie utmot to aint, bis Rcellency Fund Pa obtaining” wel iformation 
ferin ‘Fretaer. as would ensure the conviction the most blood-stained of the offenders. 
FRADE 0 Mae er: ‘Re the mane Gime T sent Me. Vice-Consul White to Sidon in onder to woe what 
evidence could be obtainad. against the Drused who had slanghtered and pillaged 
in thar locality, and T recommended his Excellency Fund Pasha, after he_ should 
huve condemned the principal asaanins to death, to retain rison 100 of the 
‘most compromised of the remainder as hostages for tho good conduct of their 
brethren in the Haaran. 

Laat Thursdaythe Commission wus assem led at the request of his Bxcellecy’x 
delegate, Abro fendi, for the purpose of receiving’ the fiual report ofthe 

‘Turkish Commissioner's ings. 
‘As. 1 shail bave the honour of forwarding by the next mail a printed copy 
‘of the Minute communicated to ux upon that occasion, ax well as a Protocol of 
the Conference which ensued between the Commissioners, 1 will content myselt 
for the prescot with simply stating Uhat his Bxeellency” informed we tnt in 
spite of every exertion to. proce sotisfictory evidence against the accured, he 
had only succeeded in obtaining testimony sufficieat to procure the capital 
‘conviction of twenty individuals: at the same time, however, he beexed to 
forward a list of 270 persons which he had divided, according to tho gvavity of 
‘against ench, into two categories, of which the frst contained flty- 
seven indivi, of whose rater of les comply ae eves though there 
it ir ‘was no proof, yet there was a fair presumption ; while the second wail larger ono 
te Hor Major's w ‘Tas composed bf persons whout the few meagre indications bo had Been enabled 

ass {0 collect, rendered liable to suspicion. 

‘As to the remaining 400 prisoners, there wus not 2 tittle of evidence u: 

them. It was therefore for the Conimission to decide what was to be done; 
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whether in the first place the execution of twenty persons would satisfy the ends 
Cf justice, of. if not, whether it would be posible to transfer to the list of those 
coisigned to death any of the names that appeared in the frst of the two other 
categorie. 

As to the remaining prisoners against whom no testimony was fortheomis 
there was no other course open to him but to propose they should be released. 
Swall-pox bad broken out in the place where they were confined ; several bad 
already dicd ; it wns impossible any longer, in consequence of the snow, to 
‘apply so large # number of ‘persons with food, and the severity of the weather 
‘would soon teeessitate the withdrawal of the garrison that guarded them. 

Along and wurm discussion then ensued between the Commissioners, 
the French and. Prussian. Representatives evincing a desire to insist upon a 
considerable addition being made to the list of those designated for capital 
puuisbment, © proposal to which M. Novikow also seemed disposed, though 

more ‘reluctance, to accede, while the Austrian Cooymissioner ‘declared 

elf wore than satisfied with’ what was already done. Aa for myself, 1 

tured to declare that the oaly difieulty I felt upom the subject arose from the 
uiter want of evidence, Had the question arisen in regard to a large number of 
persons whose participation in the mamacres had been proved beyond all doubt, 
should have no hsitation in admitting that 40, 50, 60, nay, 100 of them 
inight be put to death, without doing any extraordinary violence to the dictaton 
of humanity; but that, ou the other hacd, my wind revolted against the idea of 
frwelling the nomber of those condemned to de by the addition of names chosen, 
fat linprbacard froin a list of persons whose eriminality was attested by indics- 
tions so unsatisfactory as scarcely to jastify a presumption of their guilt, 1 
was ready to admit that the number, 20, seemed but inadequate to represent 
the retribution which justice might demand from the Druses for the slaughter 
of hundreds of their fellow erentures, but it was the perverse conduct of the 

Christians themselves that had defeated the ends of justice.  Morcover, 
tobe remembered that the Druso nation had been already raost cruelly punished 
for their crimes; that tho autlerings they were now undergoing in the Mountain 
spoiled, their 


were excessive: their villages bad been pillaged, their harvests 
property confisonted ; moxt of their Chiefs were in prison of in exile, while by 
the brutal murder not only of upwards of 100 Druse men, but of more than 
‘two score of Druse women and innocent children, the Christians had almost 
forfeited their claims to any further demand for blood. Although, therefore, 
Twas prepared to admit, ia reply to the eategorical question proposed to ux by 


M. Bécland, that, from 1 political point of view, it might bo desirable to have 
Increased the nomber of thse who were to undergo capital punishment, no 
cousiderutions of that nature would justify us in forcing the tribunal 10 do 
‘riolonee to thei consciences by condemning to death persons who could not be 
Dros to hae in ny way participated in tho mane 9 

Those observations, | am ia hopes, somewhat modified the previous views of 

id M. Novikow proposed that in onler to escape from the 
‘which we found ourselves, his Excellency should be invited to 
sentence to a lesser penalty those whom it was found impossible to conden 
death. ‘The idea seemed to moot with general acceptance, and it wi 
completely in accordance with the opinion 1 bad already exprossed to Fuad 
Thad no difficulty in nccepting it, provided it should only be applied. 
¢ against Whom there was really same tangible proof, as it waa impowsible 
cause a man was n priest, because he belonged to a powerful 
he was vaguely accused by an anonymous evemy, because 
hho possessed "an unpreposseasing exterior ""—for such were the puerile counts 
fon which a large nuthber: were arraigned-—that therefore he could be considered 
compromised, 

‘After some discussion it was agreed that this view of the case should be 
nccepted, and that wt the xarne tine that the Commission cominunicated to Fuad 
Pasha theie pinion that it would have been desirable to have increased the 
number of capital exeeutions, they were also prepared, in consideration af the 
difficulties of the situnt cel the determination to which they had arrived 
fata provioux tnecting, and admit the application of x lesser penalty ia nll cases 
there the degree to which the prisoner was implicated. oF the extent to which 
hia’ complicity coukl be proved, did not admit of the passing of @ severer 
rentence, 
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A further understanding was unanimously come to by the Commissioners 
Yhnt under ne circumstances should the numbet of those appointed to dic 
y» and that all prisoners against whom no testimony was forthcoming 

might be immediately released, 

1 think upon the whole your Excellency will sce no reason to he dissatisfied 
With the proceedings of the Commission on this occasion. Notwithstandi 
that much may be suid to exeuse the conduct of the Druses, it still remains a 
fact that they slaughterol in cold blood upwards of 5000 unarmed men and 
children. Let the moral guilt attaching to their excesses be extenuated as i 
‘po penalty which fails to make such an impression ax will prevent the rep 
of similar atrocities would be adequate to the occasion. 

‘Now thero can be little doubt but that with their brutal notions of blood for 
‘Ulood the execution of only some twenty oF fire-nnd-twenty individuals would be 
regarded by the Christians ns a delusive display of severity on the part of the 
Government, and even by the Druses themselves as no serious indication of the 
displeasure with which their crimes are regnrded by Christendom and by their 
rulers, while each nation would be confirmed in the fatal conviotion tht. so f 
from the intervention of Europe being likely to give birth to a now orm, thero 
romaine a probability that the policy which countenanced lato events ix stl 
likely to inspire the Councils of those who are to conduct the future administra 
tion of the countey. 

Such a result at the present orisis would be Very unfortunate, The reputa- 
tion, of Turkish authority is at ton low an ebb to admit of any farther stra 
upon its credit, and although by a very delicate adjustsvent of the abstract merits 
of the case, it might be reasonably. argued that the 
ove sufficicat punishment for their crimes, the proces of reasoning that leads 
to such a conclusion would be too refined and complicated tor the appreciation 
‘of those with whom we have to deal. 

Such considerations are enhanced by the fact that, in agreeing to kecp down 
the executions in the Mountain below the number of those at Damascus, tho 
Commission hws shown a. greater maderation than I at ane time expected. When 
the subject was first mooted amongst as, ML. Béclard talked of hanging upwards 
‘of 200 persons: M, de Rebfues" lowest figure was 1504 and even M. de Novikow 
thought he evinoed great clemency when. he recommended. that ws should oop 
ourselves within “Ics containes.” "The unanimity of opinion which now seen 
to provall among as on this poinful subject is very fortunate, for Lam most 
fanslous that Fuad Pasha, in dealing with the Druses, should not in concert with 
the Conminission, Hod more xanguinary counsels provailed, 1 should have felt 

te of all opposition, to persist ia maintaining my opinion; and i€ 
hit Excellency had proforred my recommendation to that of the majority, the 
result would have boon productive of many inconveniences, 

T coanot conclude this despateh without comounicating confidentially to 
your Excellency my astonishment at finding how little the elomental rules for 
{be administration of justice are understood by my colleagues, Ax far as I have 
observed, they seem to me quite unused to the ovestigations connected with 
legal procs aod to poe but a ver nalegnto knowledge of the ode 
‘which the silting of evidence, the crossexamination of witnesses, and the other 
practices of a tribunal are conducted. 

1 hue, 8 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 5 in No, 414, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Bir, Beyrowt, Webruary 1, 1861. 
WITH reference to my despatch of the 29th ultimo, respecting the murders 
rated on unarmed Druses aitico the military oceupation of the Mountain, 

hhave wow the honour to transmit herewith, for your Bxcelteney’s information, 

-eopy of a despatch which Lhave just received from Major Fraser, informing me 

Bhat in compliance with my reqs, mt conveyed ia my despatch to that oficer 

7D 
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rd ultimo, his Excellency Fuad Pasha has taken setive measures to 
endeavour to bring t justice some ofthe ely parties 
have, &e 
(Signed) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 6 in No, 414. 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, January 31, 1361. 

THAD the honote to receive at Mokhitarah your Lordship’s despatch of 
28rd Jnouary, in which I um requested to call the attention of Fund Pusha to 
tho necessity for at once bringing to justice the authors of the eruel unders of 
Druse men, women, and children, of whieh I tnd transmitted a list to. your 
Lordabip, sll of which had: been. perpetrated by Christians since the occupation 
cf Mount Lebanon by French and Ottoman ti 

‘The Pasha, whom I furnished with a duplicate lst, together with the names 
of such supposed assassins as T had been able to showed every readiness 
to meet your Lordship’s views, and immediately dispatebed an ofticer in search of 
the culprits whose ames had then been obtained, with orders to make strict 
inquities into the details of all murders which had regently occurred. oF might 
cour during’ the continuance of his present service, with a view to the immediate 
aarrext of the perpetrators 

His Excoliency has rinos received information that the officer in question is 
‘upon the trnces of the criminals, nnd. there is good reason to believe that at least 
seme of these will shortly be in the bands of the authority 

ve, Ke, 
(Bigned) —” A. J. FRASER, 


Nov 415, 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell (Received February 16.) 


(No. 65.) 
My Lord, Begrout, February 1, 1861. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. G1 of the 18th ultimo T have the 
honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship's information, copy of a despateh 
‘which I have received from’ Major Praser, reporting the further steps taken by 
hhis Execlleney Fund Pasha to inquire into the late persecution of Protestants at 


‘Nazareth, 
T bave, fe. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inelosure in No. 415. 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin 


My Lotd, Mokbtdrah, January 23, 1861, 

I HAVE the honour to state that T have again brought under the notice of 
Puad Pasha the continued misconduct of the Mudir and Cadi of Nazareth. 
together with the foreible release of the prisoner Michael Gehan as detailed in 
Tottors sitdressed to the undor dato January 10th and 4th by the Rev. Me. Zeller 
of Nazareth, 

His Excellency, on my previous demand, communicated to your Lordship 
In my letter of the 13th instant, had ordered the saspension from their offices of 
the Mudir and Cadi in quextion, both of whom he had directed to be sent 10 


‘hers, pending a forte inquiry into the whole history of the disorderly 
pet complied of. ‘These steps have, doubtless, bea already carved 


io 
With a view, however, fo secure a searchiog and inopartial investigation bis 


Excellency hus now agreed to send to Nazareth an officer of discretion, one of 
his own Aides-de-camp, for the purpose of conducting this extmination, with 
instructions to transmit directly to his Excellenoy, and with the least possible 
delay, all roprt-upon the whole subject, Before taking any further step 
regarding Michael Gehan, the Pusba is desirous of being informed whether this 
man is an Ottoman or a protected subject; na also wheter he ie now to be found 
at Beyrout, to which place Mr. Zeller’s letter of the Lith instant says he was 
aout fo proceed to ly his ase before the French Comuiaoner 
(Signed) "A. J. FRASER, 


PS.—~Since writing the above Ihave been informod by Fund Pashia thot 
the Mudir of Nazareth has been floally dismissed from hix povt by Achmet 
Pasha of Beyrout, in conseqiience of othr grave charges against him, 


No. 415. 
Lard Duferin to Lord J. Russell (Received Webruary 16) 


(No, 66. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Beyrout, February 1, 1861 

WITH reference to the two assertions made by M.‘Thouvenel to. Lord 
Cowley, ax reported. ia cclleney’s despatch to your Lordship No, 65 of 
the 11th ultimo, to the effect that at the notticial conforonce held by the Syrian 
Commission at Beyrout on the 17th of December, all the Represontative 
except myself; declnced themselves disposed to consider the prolongation of the 
tnilitary occupation of the country, beyond the term fixed by the Convention of 
Paris, a probable necessity + and that the absence of the Turkish Commissioner 
from the Conference it question was his own doing, and in consequence of his 
having declined to ottend,—1 have the honour to state that his Isxeelleney has 
been misinformed, 

‘Subsequent conversations with my Austrian and Prusainn colleagues have 
confirmed me in the certainty that the account I forwarded to your Lordship of 
what took place at the conference in question is correct, and the incloved extract 
from a despatch written by my Austrian colleague to'hix Govornment. on the 
‘evening of the.day ov which the. meeting took place, will enablo your Lordship 
to peresive. that f anything, T-haee tndertated what fll from Ma de Weck 

wee nod Mu de Rehfes. 

Te is trie, nt ono motent, when the difference in our opinion on 
‘of the occupation bad become Yery apparent, it was proposed by the 
tive. of Ausiria,that we should. embody our collective i 
‘which would convey the notion of a8 apparent unaniinity: without comproruising 
our individual convictions, by passing a resolution to the effect that the military 
intervention of Europe ought to cease when the work of repression—thnt i, the 
‘execution of the gullty—xball have len nceouplished : but he took care to odd, 
in explanation of the vense. be hisnself attached to his resolution, * This witl 
have been done, loog before the time arrives for the withdrawal of the. Frewch 
troops.” 

Ta reply, however, Vexpremly objected, that euch a mode of dealing with 
M. Béclard’s question’ entailed the very ambiguity it was desirable we should 
avoid 

Te was not a question of coming to an unanimous agreement, by inventing 
8 inode of expression which would admit of opposite interpretations, but of 
couveying to M. Byclard, for the information of his Government, our individoal 


innpressions. “ Ttis evident,” I ssid, we disagree. M. Béclard thinks the troops 
ought to remain; you are quite of an opposite way of thinking, 0 ain 1. 
Novikow supports M, Béclard’s view, and our Prassian colleague scems to 
ler that it is premature lo pronounce a conclusive deeision on the subject, 
nalines more to the opinion of the French and 
our own. "This expression of opinion is all that 

ce, and it is undesirable to search for plirases 

d individual form.” 











After such 1 conversation, itis difficult to conceive that any misapprebension 
should ensue, yet it is evident that something or other, on the part of my 
Austrian colleague, his fed M. Béclard unwittingly to convey to his Government 
‘an erroncous description of what took place. 

As to M. Thouvenel’s second assertion, relative to Fuad Pasha’s refusal to 
attend the Conference, it is not so easily accounted for. His Excellency has 
ever een vite a attend any ofthexe resting. | There is never eed the 
slightest question of his doing so ; on the contrary, they originated in a pro 
made, | forget by which of my clleagaes at Dastaseu that me might stan 
tageously employ the time Fuad Pasha must be absent in the Mountain, in 
discussing confidentially with each other the subject of the reorganization of the 
Letanoo, and T question whether even his Excellency is aware of our holding 
such assemblies, 

To stato, therefore, that the Turkish Commissioner was absent from the 
meeting in question by his own fault, and after he had refused to come, must be 
the contaqoee of ame singular misapprobension of the facts ofthe css 

ave, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Tnclomure in No, 416, 


M. de Weekbecker to Count Rechbery. 
(Extenit) 

1H 17 Dicerbre, 1860, ee Comumiosras do san Rxcellence 
Fund Pacha, se sont réunis sur Vinvitation de M. Béelard dans une Conférence 
chee Lord Dufferin: 

Ve Commissaity Francais nous pora la question, si nous croyons nécextairo 
que les troupes auxitiaires dtrangires prolongeassent leu sGour ea. Syrie atvdeld 
Ge terme sipelé par la Convention do 8 Septembre, Il. bows. fagayea 
dilibérer sur ce point, d’échanger os idées Nvdeasus, et de nous forwer, sil ext 


ssiblo, une opinion unanime aur eet objet, Invité par mes colligues d’énoneee 
[premier mot opinion, je ro nis expliud de fa mettre vivant 

“A teneur de tx Convention stipulde entre tex Cing Grandes Puimances et 
fa Mijesté lo Sultan lex troupes dtangéres oot été eavoy6es en Gyrie pour y 


co-opérer au rétablissement de la tranguillité. Ce but me parait étre atteint, 
far nous voyans. que Vautarité du Gouvernement Ottoman est mifermie, et que, 
vir Ia manitro dont Fuad Pacha dirige administration et vu le nombre des 
troupes Ottomanes qui se trouvent dans la province, un retour des tristes évine- 
ments dont In Syrie a été slernidrement Je théditre neat plus A craindre, Je ne 
snurais toutefois méconnaitre le forte impresion que In présence dex troupes 
Grangiros « produite aur la popalation Musulmane & Damas et Veffet salutaire 
qu'elle ew ebex les Droses dane la Montagne. Une prolongation de leur 
PrGsctice ne pourmit quére augmenter Telfet produit, et comme la Syrie ne peut 
pas rester pour toujours occupée par des troupes étrnngéres, je nuis de lopinion 
ve la durde du termne stipulé na pas besoin d'étre outrepasad. Di pare, 
outa encore, que la Commision fr ses traraus avant la i de co tere, 
et qu'elle tombera. d'accord d'un projet de réorganisation. Pendant ee tenspe la 
ce des troupes dtrangtres ne sauruit quidtre utile pour stimuler les autarités 
ores un dapciement de foresnécesaire pour secre les taux do 
a Coruuiasion.” 
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No. 417. 


Earl Coley to Lord J. Russell —(Reevived February 16.) 

(No. 232.) 

My Lord, Paris, February 15, 1861. 
HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a note from M. Thouvene), 
ing me to attend s meeting of the Conference on Syrian aflairs on Monday 

Nest the 1th onan abd a expy oy rpiy thereto 16 

re, Be. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


Toolosure 1 in No. 417. 
M, Thouvenel to Earl Coxeley. 


MM. Ambassadeur, Paris, te 18 Féerier, 1861, 
AYANT regu Vadhésion de I'Autriche, do la Prurso, do la Russie, et de ln 
‘Turquie, & la proposition d’une Conférence, et instruit par votro Exoollence que 
Je Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique y adhire également, j'ai "honneur 
de yous inriter 4 assister 3 1a néunion des Plévipotentiires lo Lundi, le 18 de ce 
mois, & 11 heures, an Ministére des Affaires Etrangires, 
Joi, We. 
‘THOUVENEL. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 417, 
Earl Cowley to M. ‘Thoweonel 
M. te Ministre, Paris, February 13, 1961. 


ho sole purpose of 
taking into considerntion the Convention of the Sth of Bptember lust, and being 
informed by your Excellency that the Porte has no objection to its re-assoibling 
for thie purpose—these being the conditions: on which 1 am authorized to take 
part ia it—1 have the honour to jtiraate my readiness to meet yoursalf, and my 
collengues of Austria, Urussin, Rusia, and Turkey, on the day and hour xpecified 
by your Excellency, 

avail, &e 
(Signed) " COWLEY. 


No. 418, 


Lard Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell (Received February 18:) 
(No. 39, Confidential.) 
My Loni, Vienna, February 14, 1801. 

WITH reference to Earl Cowloy's deepateh No,189 of the 4th instant, in 
which Hor Majesty's Ambassador. reports that Princo Metternich appeared to. 
have been tald by M, Thouvenel on the authority of the Marquis de Moustler, 
that Count Rechivere'was of opinion thatthe F occupation fn Syria should be 
continued, E have asked Couat Rechbers how it was possible that the French 
Government ould have received so erroncous an-lmpression of his Exeellency's 
‘opinions on this point. 

Ho replied that be knew not whnt M. de Moustier bad written to his 
Government, nor had he seen the French Ambassndor for some days, but that it 
would seem that M. ‘Thourenel was not always very serupmlons in stating what 
he believed to be the opinion of other Governments on the questions of the day 
In the present case M. Thouvencl knew Prince Motternich was without instruc 
tions, but the Pace ¥as fir too prudént to commit himself in his reply to the 
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Fretich Minister, and had therefore applied for instructions which bad been at 
‘once sent to bim, Count Rechberg added that about the same time some- 
thing of a similar kind occurred at St. Petersburgh. General Kisséleff rej 

that Austria adopted the French view of the Synan question, and Count Thun, 
‘on hearing this from Prince Gortehakoff, inquired of Count Rechberg the truth 
of the story, which he doubted, as it was in contradiction to the instructions 
which he just received from Viena. 

“This is the way," said Count Rechberg, “that business is sometimes done 
in Paris, and,” he added, “ they have been st work at Berlin also,” for the 
telegraph had just brought a report from thence that Austria and Prussia were 
agreed with Russia and France on the question of renewing the Convention. 

Of M, de Moustier it may be fair to say that he possibly informed his 
Government, as the result of his conversation with Count Rechbers on the 
proposal to reassemble the Conférence, that the Austrian Government agreed to 
‘the proposal, on the principle that it could be convoked, for the discussion 

f @ question of deep interest to the Powers, whilst M. Thouvenel appears to 
have interpreted this communication in a sense it. was never meant to coovey. 
Uhave, &e. 
Signed)’ BLOOMFIEL 


No. 419. 


Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Russell, (Received Febrvary 18.) 
(No, 41) 
My Lord, Vienna, February 14, 1861. 

WHEN I was with Count Rechberg yesterday, I inquired if ho had sent to 
Prince Metternich, the instructions for that Ambassador's guidance at the 
approaching Confernce on the afirs of Syria, Mis Excoleney replied that 
they were gono, and that a copy of them had been forwarded to Count Apponyi, 
and the French expression which he used to explain their nature, was that they 
wero tris kangen.” 

Tread to Count Rechberg your Lordship’s despatch No. 130 of the 30th 
ultimo, and he thanked me for this communication, and said that he was pleased 
to hear the arguments contained in this instruction to Her Majesty's Ambawsadar 
at Paris, and that nothing whatever had occurred to produce any modification 
in the opinion whioh he had originally given respecting the reamembling of the 
Conference to discuss the question of the Conveation of the Sth of September, 
leh he obwerved, had at the same time been most accurately reported by 

Ir. Fane. 


Count: added that some voluminous from Beyrout had 
chet bel tuaohs eter ee hates eames " 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 


No. 420, 
Berl Cowley to Lord J. Russell {Received February 18.) 
(No. 243.) 
My Lord, Poris, Felrwary 17, 1861 
I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a note received yesterday evening 
ffom M. Thowveoo, deferring the Confrence on Syrian afirs from Monday to 
‘uesday. 
A Thave, &e. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 420. 
M, Thoweenel to Barl Cowley. 
M. le Comte, Paris, le 16 Féerier, 1861. 


LE Conseil des Ministres devant se réunir dans la matinée de Lundi, je me 
vos obligé de remettre Mardi deux heures la réunion de la Conférence. Je 
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tne plais & esptrer que vos convenanices personnelles vous permettront de vous 
rendre & cette nouvelle convocation 
Agréez, Se. 
(Sign THOUVENEL. 





No, 421, 


Lard J, Rusult to Bart Conley 
(Xo. 203.) 
My Loni, Foreign Office, February 19, 1861. 

YOUR Excellency will have received from mo by telegraph tho insteuetions 
by which Her Majesty's Government desired that your conduct should be guided 
in the Conference on Syrian affairs appointed to be held to-day. 

‘You will bave seen by those instructions that Her Majesty's Government 
are of opinion that the presence of the French troops in Syria, instead of 
securing the peace of the country, serves to encourage the Manonites to attack 
the Druses, and to retaliate, by the murder of Drose men, women, and children, 
the wroogs inflicted on the Maronites at the commencement of the outbreak in 
the course of lat summer. 

Bat Her Majesty you will Inve. scon, anticipating 
the powibility of the Turkish Plenipotentinry being willing to consent to the 
prolongation of the stay of Frevch troops in Syria until the ond of April, were 
Content in that case, and on the clearly expressed ground that. the season of the 
year was unfavourable for the re-etnbarkation of the troops on an exposed coast, 
io agree in the concession mode by the Porte's Representative, although desiting 
that the occupation of the country during this extended period should be 
restricted to the seacoast. 

‘The great object of Her Majesty's Government ix, o¢ [explained to your 
Excellency, to provent the eontiiuance of the state of things which, trom Lord 
Dutferin’s reports, now provails in Svrie, and to save the Druse population from 
bocoming vietims to the atrocities which the Maronites are too ready to exercine 
gina them 

Lam, Re 
Gigned) "J. RUSSELL 





No, 499. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J Russell, —(Recvived February 20.) 


(No. 67.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, February 10, 1861, 

L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, tor your Lordship's inform: 
tion, copies of further despatches which I have nddressed to Her Majesty's 
Avbassadorat the Porte 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 422. 
Lord Differin to Sir Bulwer. 


Sur, Beyrout, February 3, 1861, 
T HAVE the honourto transmit herewith, for your Exeellency’s information, 
copy of the Protocol of the nineteenth sitting of the Syrian Commission, held 
‘on the 19th ultimo. a 
ve, Ke 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 



























































Inclosure 2 in No. 422. 


Report of the Nineteenth Meeting of the Ssrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
Jeruary 19, 186). 


LE Samedi, dix-neuf Janvier, mil huit eat soixante-un, tous les Commis- 
sites, & exception de Fuad Pacha, représenté par Abro Efendi, étant réunis & 
Boyrout sova la pr’sidence de Lord Dutferin, Viee-Président, la ance est ouverte 
Adoux heures, Les procts-verbaux des deux séagees précéientes sont lus ot 
‘adoptés ave quelques modifications. 

‘Abro Efendi, revenant stir les questions examines dans la précédente 
dance, exyone ce Gui suit s— 

‘Los renseignements qu'il a pu recucilli, depuis la séance du 9 Janvier, le 
rmettonten mesure de dévlopper la pensde da Pioipoteatinie Ottoman sur Yes 
“divers ineldents qui ont marqué cette séan 

1 commence par revenie sur In couveesation qui a eu lieu dans Ia. précédente 
séanco, arant son ouverture, Au sujet du licenckement des garnisons de Haxbeya, 
Rachovn, Deirvel-Kamar, et Damas. Cette mesure n'a pas dit-il, diw lo début 
do Ja Mision du Haut Corumiamize du Sultan, mangué d'occuper son attention, 
‘quoiquo, ainsi qu'il a 8 dans Te cus de le declarer préeédemment, les Chefs seule 
fussont coupables, et que lew officiers subalternes et les sitaples soldats ne fassent 
pat individuellerent responsables des actes des ofliciers. superieurs, auxquela ils 
Ctaient tenux d'obéic. Aussi les botaillons qu avalent fait partie de es gui 
ont-ils dé dissous, et sils wont pas pu tre immnédiatement renvoyés de. la Syrie, 
est quill a falla les remplacer. par de nouvelles troupes, et réorganiaer cette 
partio de V'armée d’Arubie, dans un toment opportua, et en sorte que le licencie~ 
cat n'aifaiblisae point Ia force dont dispose le Plénipotentiaire, et qui lui n été 
jusqu'iek fndispenmble pour s'oceuper de la-question fort importante de la 
‘ocification du pays qui, dés son arrivée, a occopé plus particuligrement. son 
attention. Mais unjourd'bai le moment de réallser cette pensée étant orive, 

vad Packin est en correspondance aveo te Minlstére de la Guerre poor la aise & 
‘exécution de la.inesure du liconcietn 

‘Quanta la présence d'un détachersent de troupes Ottomanes & Abadid qu'on 
‘ considéeé comme cootraite nu réglement du Mont Libsa, la Commision. doit 
savoir que ee vllago ve trouve dans le district Mixte do la Caniacamie Chrétienoe, 
et quill ne peut dans fee circonstances actuellea échapp plus que les villages 

ppeut_maintente le bon ordre entre deax 
‘Abro Byendi cite & cette oceasion la préxoace 
ann, Nenvol do troupes Ottomanes dans tous 


a 

ftroapos & Abadié, était urrivé sans eet envoie, qu'aurait pensé Ia Commission, et 

n'aurait-elle pos fait pescr la grave responsabilité qui en seruit dérivée sur K'autom 

ritd locale Aina Gest dans ce seul but que la & &€ prise, et provoquée 

mdinio par Vavis de Youssouf Hey Karam qui s'etait empressé de sigoaler dans 

acu proptes lettrex dex intrigues et des rausemnblementa doa Druses. Abro Efendi 

teroit avoir dit dans la prdeddente séance que le ddtachement de troupes en ques 

t retin d’ Abi Jon inquidcutles qui se sont produites de part 

‘coud. Aujoutd hii qoe ec inquigendes ont 

larer sous sa responsabilité 

ie des troubles qu’il saum saps doute prévenit, en 

ité locale pour requdrir une force supplé- 

mentaite, Abeo Yautorito Ottomane, ainsi quelle en a dgja 
danné Forde, 1 c il ne ce 

Tsintenir fe droit de ette autorité b occuper, dans. les. cir 

tlonnellos que nous traversons, tovie partie de In’ Montagne ola tranquillité tai 

Feruitiait dtre compromise. Ce droit ne svorait souffrir sucune contestation da 

Toorent ot elle ext responsable du raninties du ton ordre —Appuyé eur cedrolt, 


: 369 


Je Daéeué Ottoman conelut gue la Mission Pi¢uipotentiaire ne se croit pas dans 
Vobligation de demander Mavis de Ia Commission, toutes les fois qu'il faut agir 
ans Je sens de Ia conservation de fa tranquillité dans le pays. 

Abro Efendi revieot ensuite sur 'accusstion qui a &é portée que, lors des 
demnitres arrestations des Druses, 500 coupables ont pu échappor. "Tout To 
monde connalt, dit-it, la promptitude avec laquelle des masses de Druses ont été 
‘aisis sans coup férir par les troupes du Sultan, En uve seule journée, c'est-a- 
dire le 23 Décembre, $49 individas, appartenant & la premiére et & ls deuxiéme 
‘atégorie, ont été arréiées dans deux cercies dans Tintervalle de quelques heures. 
Ta Commission connait aussi Mentente qui a eu lieu dans cette citconstance entre 
Fond Pacha ct le Géodrl de Beaufort sjet de 'éalinement dave Tine 
observation depuis Kob-Elias jusqu’a Djoubdjonin. Le Delégué Ottoman fait 
Temarquer que personne ne eaurait prétondre quiaueune Druse requis par In 
justice wait éehuppé ik T'rction militaire, et. que les arrestations en masse, dificiles 
dans uno ville, sont infiniment plus difficles sur une Montogne comme Je Liban. 
Mrenouvelle done ses protestations contre ce qui u été dit de Ia condulte tetine 
par lex autorité Ottomaaes dans cette affare, et le seul fait qu'll ervit.devoir 
constater, c'est que des Druses en fuite sept ont été arrété par Ia ligne d'observn- 
tion du ‘Géaéral, 80 par celle des troupes Ottomanes établies- aude de 
Djoubdjenio. et 20 par les détochements placés dv cbté du Hasan 

Diapris les demnideos nouvelles qu’Abro Efondl a repues de Mokhtara, ta 
‘situation dans co village ext cello-ci: Lew Chrétions font preuve d'an tantivnis 
Youloir qui paralt puiscr ma source dans une arriére-pensée, Tis sobstivent 
refurer leurs dépositions, en se bornant a déclarer seulement quill n'y a par de 
Druse qui ne soit coupable, et qu'il n'ont dautris dénonciations ' faire quo 
elles qui sont portées par Ie fait méme de ta confection dos listor présentéer. 
Cités i diferentes reprives devant Je’Tribunal de la Montagne, ile ve vont abstentss 
4e fire des déclarations ou d'indiquer des témolns, soutenant que tout co qu'ils 
valent & dire était bomé aus Vstes, Les exhortations du PMénipotentiaire pour 
ox aroener i delairer ta marcbe do la justice ont été inutile, Len notables ont 
demands lautorisation de quitter Mokhtarsh, et 4 Mhoure qu'il et, ile doivent 
tre de retour i Beyrout, En présence de ce mauvnis vouloir des Chistiens, il 
ne reste qui'h établir lew différentes eatégorios dex coupables Druxom, et prenant 
re bare ba. county plas ate ot bs ements Aaa rites 

‘Mokhtarah pourra fournie ou posséder, Le Piénipotentinire du Sultaa, loin 
de reouler devant une tiche si difficile, ne rentrera 4 Beyrout qu'spris ‘avoir 
‘accompli xa mission, Un compte-renda do cex tmynux parviondra au Déligud 
Ottoman. En attendant, ity, parm Tes prisooniers de Mokhtarah, dix-buit 
findividus compris dans ta liste’ des Cheft de Boyrout: six individus 
condamnés dga par contumace par Je Tribunal Kixtroordinaine de cette ville; ot 

Jus de 250 qui figurent sur la liste des notables, comme instiguteurs, chofk de 
andes e¢antnsnn odividucllement, 


Ea termicant, Abro Ereod} exprime A ta Commission Je if pis avec 


Aequel le Plénipotentiaire du Soltan donner, au nom de Sa Majesté Impériale, 
tune marque de satifoetion & chacun de ceus dew Marulmans de Danas qui ont 
ben mat du pays et de Uhumait,e ul ont 6 di nad bon tention 
‘Quant A Saish Agha Moubayeni, le Gouverneur.Général de Damas n'a rien éerit 
jusqu’ici & Végard de ce vieillard, qul vient d°ére, encore une fois, tres vivement 
recommandé a la bieaveillance toute particuliére d'Emin Pacha. 

Tl semble résylter dos termes do cette cornmunication que le retrat des 
troupes dAbadié n'a été ordonné que parce que Tour préacace ny Stat plus 
jugée nécesuire. M, Bécland ne pout admettre, pour son compte, uno telle 
Snteryrétation des faits. Selon lui, les troupes cnt été retinées, parce que leur 
‘préscvee i Abadié Gait égale, et en conséquerice des protestations qui s'aient 
evées dans le sein méme de In Commission & ts prdeddente séance. M, lo 
Coxsnssire Frases vert plos dun Sncanvésent ce que lca dea 
‘mesure dont il se déclare dailionrs pleinement satisfat, fat déonturé. 

M. Novikow observe que les circonstances invoquies par Abro Efendi, 
comme justification rétrospective de Tenvoi des troupes Ottomnnes h AUndié ne 
sauraicat remplir Vobjet qu’ sest propasée. Le village Abed fait il est vrui, 
Dattic des districts Mixtes, mais il est sitog dans un des districts Mixtos de lx 
Caimucatnie Chrétienne oi le pouvoir éabli par les néglements n'a par covsé de 
fonetionner. On it done le considérer comme dant sournis aux mémes 
sonultions queles distets Mixtes de In Caimacamie Dose Igoe et, par sito 








mnelles, administrée par des autorités Ottomanes. Ea 

utre, pour que occupation du village d'Abadié fut légale, il auraitfallu: 1. Que 

Youstout Bey Karem en {it postivement la demande; 2. Que ls néccuite de 

Voccupation fiit bien établie. Or, cette demande n'a pas oté faite, et Abmed 

Pacha, s'étant rendu & Absdi¢ avant occupation, avait, pu juger per lasméme 

me Fintarvention des troupes Ottomanes dont il reconnal aajourd hui Minutlité 
ton re nécessire, 

M, de Rebfies est davis que Ia question de Téglité a été sufisamment 
examinge dans la précédente stance, et Foceupation du village d’Abadié 
ayant cess6, toute discussion relative cet incident demeure sans objet. 

Lord Dulfirin ext plus que personne d'avis que le rappel des troupes 
Oktomanes ayant ev lieu, Ia discussion n'a plus @intérét pratiqae. Mais en 
principe, il lui semble trés juste de considérer tous les districts Mixtes comme 
soumia aux mémes conditions, car, dans tous ces districts, les chances de collisiod 
son extetement lex mines, Aled Pasha & pu emindre que les wouvements 
qui s'éuient produits A Abadié no déeénérassent en lutte sanglante, ct pour ne 
‘iis encoutie le teproche fait & son predécesseur il a di interrenir avec promplie 
tude. Le reteuite dex troupes doit satisihire aujourd'hui toutes les exigences, 
snais on principe, M. le Comtoltaire Britannique ne sauraitadmettre de 200 
bté que, la ol des troupes étrangires peuvent. resider a titre dauxiliaires, celles 
du Soavorsiv, qui jent [a garuatic principale du maintion do Fordre, 
‘alent pox gal Poceupat 

M. le Commisaniry a’ Autriche partage Topinion de Lord Dufferin sur la 
légaité de ln préwnce dex troupes Ottomans furtout ol il poureit y avoir des 
troupes Feancaises; toa il regrette que, dans ta crconstance dont t'agt, of 
walt js at ple me tem a toepnde a Turgut eld compe 

ithonoaire, 

M. le Commisire Frangais rponsse Tanalogie quo Lond Dufferin voudralt 
ieee tea eos envoy on Syrepr Bape etre our roa i 
séourité des populations Chréticanes, muvegarder leurs privildges contre toute 
atteinte, et des troupes Ia seule présonce & Abadié était une violation de cos: 
momes priviliges. Il fait observer quo Venvol de détachements Francais, sur 
certains points des districts Miates de la Caimacamle Chréticnne, tels que ZahIé 
ot Hamann, a été motivé par le besoin urgent de porter secours aux habitants, 
et quo, bien. lain de provoquer In protestation dex nutorites ct la deossalon da 
Caitacam, leur présonco a été bénle par la population 

M, Novikow remarque que Vocoupetion des dstriets Chrétien par te 
troupes Franpaises ea, dé le principe, un caractire pluist philantheopkque et 
shale ue lise," veda cant employ ln reconsrscin des 
maison. Lour*envol d'aillours dans le Meten ct & Zahid avait ey la sanction 

ble et eollectito de la Comnaaion, qui, ayant A se thre repréwontee par des 

Nécués dans Jes Comités de reconstruction, des villages Chrétens, w choi cos 
déldgués parti fon officers du corya expéditionnaire. 

‘Sans youlois reutrer, dans Ia discussion relative A ls présence des troupes 
Frungalsts en Syre, dont le caractére ext explcitement régi par une Couventlon 
Tnternationsle, Abo Efendi soutient qua, tant que In responsabilité du moaintien 
do Vordrw dans le Liban iocoube & V'antorité Ottomane, sete autorité a le droit 
incontestable d'envoyer des troupes partout ob la tranqullité semble comprotnixe, 

M. le Commisaire Frangais doune lecture d'une lettre de M, le Général 
Commandant-en:chef du corps expéditionnaire au sujet des habitants de Djezain. 
Selon MW Gl de Hert ct ues reget ga a ook 
fournis, il sermit ungent de faire droit & la requéte que habitants de Djezzin 

rf t dudrosser simultandment & tous les membres de la Commission. 

M. do Rebfues appuie la requite des habitants de Djeuzin. Aueun. secoure 
ne leur ayant été donng, leur titre, dit, ext extetine, et Ia morta fait parti 
ous, dane. ces derniers temps, encore plus de victimes que les massacres, ‘ 

M, Novikow émet le vxa qu‘un détachoment du corps «xpéditionaaire soit 
cavoyé dans Je Djezain, et mish mntme de eoncourir Ala reconstruction det 
fining druites. 

‘Abro Efetdi fait observer que la nature des plaintes, formulées par les 
habitants de Djezain, n'est pas précisée, mais il promet de recommander 4 Fuad 
Pacha Penvoldaus co village dun de ses Aideerdecamp pour fare uno enqutte 
sur la véritable situation des plaignants. 

|. Béclard communique 4 ls Commission les renseignements qui lui ont &té 


fournis par le Commandant de la station navale Francaise, touchant In situation 
4e Ia ville et des environs de Tripo 

MM, les Commissaires reconnaissent d'un commun accord Ia nécessité de 
mesures propres i rétablir Ia sécurité dans ce pays. Ils sigualent particulidre- 
‘ment 3 attention du Gouvernement un certain Ali Bey, ancien Mudir de Merdji 
foun, qui, par 88 conduite et on langage, jette Ia population Chrétienne de son 
district dans une alarme cootinuelle. 


Fund Pacha les renseignements ¢t observations qui vicanent diétre faites touchant 
la situation de Tripoli et de Merdji Aiooa. 
La séance ext lovée & cing heures. 


(Buivont les signatures.) 


Tnclomire 3 in No, 422. 
Lord Dufferin to Sie H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Boyrout, February 3, 1961. 
LHAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's information, 
y of the Protosol of the twentieth sitting of the Syrian Commission, held on 
the 24th ultimo, 
1 have, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Inclosure 4 ia No. 422. 


Protocol of the Twentieth Meeting of the Syrion Commission, held ‘at Beyront, 
“ Tyas 


LE vingt.quatre Janvier, mi huit gent seixante-un, tous Jos Comrnixeairos, 
8 Vecption de Fund Pacha, rprésenté pur Alo Eis dant unis & Beyroat 
ous la présidence de Lond Datlerin, Vico-Prisident, ln séance ext ouvorte & midi 

deni 

Abro Efendi expose que les onlres pressants qu'il a regus de Fuad Pacha 
dans la matinge Vont obligé de proposer Ala Commission de we réanir agjourd'hut 
tnéme pour recevoir communication du résultat dex opérations du Trbanal de 
Moktara, Les. instructions. du Délégué du Plévipotontiaire Ottoman lui 
‘enjoigoent en outre do demander & la Coramission, séxnco tenante, un avis 
concluant sur la résolation finale que son. Excellence seut la néoessté de prendre 
ans an bre dai in que a éprewson n'Grouve plan de retard, Le Deteque 
Ottoman. donne ensuite lecture do. tn déptelie qu'il a repve de Fund Pacha dont 
1 demande annexin au prodavertal ot déposs eure fs is do Mle Vie 
Président : (1), le texte du Rapport. émané du ‘Tribunal de Moktara; (2), une 
liste do 290 coupables do premidte eatégorio, divisée en trois elasaes dont. In 
premivre comprend 20 accusés que Je Tribunal propose condamner A In rite de 
mort ; In seconde 57 acensés ; et Ja troisitime 210, sur Jo art desqucls il n’oxt pax 
statue. 

Fund Pacha, daos, In lettre dont il a été douné lecture, fhit appet aux 
Jumidres de la Commission pour savoir quelle serait la limite Iw’ plus convenable 
Aapporter Ala répression. Il rappello. que Lord Dufferin » propos, dns uno 

récédente séance, que le chiffre des condamnations A mort prononeds contre 
les Druses soit inféricur i celui des condamnations du méme genre prononedes 
contre Jes wins. Si cette proposition est par la Connunission, Fund 
Pacha. pense que le chifre de 20 condamnations, deji prononeées par le'Tribunal 
de Moktara, et de 23 parle Tribunal de Beyroat, total 43, sere. probablemont 
considéré par la Commission comine suffisant, Toutefois il solicite deta part 
de ln Commnission a ce sujet expression d'un avis eatégorique, 

M. le Commissaire Britannique s'empresse de remarquer qu'en thisant In 
ssusdite proposition, il avait en vue que les condamoations sor-znaires du 




















‘Tribunal do Moktara. Gelles qui ont é d&A proposées ou prononcées par 
contumaco par le Tribunal de Beyrout contre les Cheiks Droses, ne devaient pas 
dans sa pensée entrer en ligne de compte dans la proportion & établir entre 
Jes condamsnations de Domas et colles de Is Mont 

"Apri lecture du cahier contenant In liste des 290 sccusés et de exposé 
sonualre des obarges qui pésent sur cux, MM. les Commissaires expriment 
haoun tour i tour leur opinion touchant ta question qui leur est soumise. 

M. de Weekbocker reiarqac quo In calpabilité du plus grand ombre des 
290 accuses do Moktar est Join e'btre prowvée rigourensement, mais quil y a 
de fartes préomptions qu’ils sont tous coupables. Dans Vimpossibilité ot il 
semble que Von soit de Jes punir tous, M. le Commissaire d’Avtriche “pense que 
80 i 40 condammntions i mort seenient un exemple suiisant. 

Mle Conimisaire de France déclare qu'l Ini en cotite beaucoup Wavoir & 
Gimettse une opinion en parville matidre, et surtout dans les circonstances 
présente. Selon Ini, lx Commission avait fit tomt ce qui était en son pouvoir 
do faire, en établinant. ily a AGA plas de deux mois, que les jugements des plus 
coupablos d'entre Jes Drusex serait vommaire, et que le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman 
devait se boner i punir de mort lex organisatcurs du massacre, les Chefs € 
Tandes, et les asagsins lee plus sangulsaires. En Gablissant ccs trois eatégorios 
de coupables, tous également passes de lx pelne capitale, Ia Commission avait, 
bar ese ft ot dans une pense humanist dane de anes Kimi 
chitimont médté, It fut ben Je dire, parla totalité des Druses, 
M, [éelard, pour son oongpte, avait consenti volontiers & boner ainsi V'ccuvre de 
In’ justlog, ‘mais il ne Tut conviendrait, soux aucun rpport, de partager la 
osponyabilité qui incombe tout entiére’ au Piéaipoten soit en 
fixant exactement le ehiffre des eondamnations & mort, noit en entrant dans Ie 
détsil dex opérations contiges au THbunal do Moktara, Son Excellence Fuad 


Fund Paehi de prooéder immédiatement aux arrestations, de ne point donner 
vox peineljaux coupables Ie temps de fulr dans Yo Hlauran, de ne point 
le témoignoge dee victimes, en lour inxpirant conflance’ par des mesures de 
réparation sans como ajournde Lavin de Ia Cominission, alors demandé et 
sulvi, eit en effet provenu dev difficaltés devant lesqueties Paad Pacha se trouve 
writé. Toutefois M. le Commissaire de Feunce rpondra, dans la mesure de 
san pouvoir et aalon ea conscience, & Fappel qul lol ost udrowd, ainsi qu’ toux 
sex colldgnes. Ia remarqué que, dana In liste des 290 nccusts de Moktara, 
beaucoup d'entee ces individus avaient avoud leur erie, Ceux-li sans exception, 
selon Mle Commissaire de France, doivent dtre condimnés, ainsi que coux 
contre Jeaquels pésent les plus graves accusations, de telle faron pourtant que le 
chirfro dee eondamnations & mort prononcdes 3 Moktara ne dépaxse pas celui dex 
‘80 condamnations prononcées A Daman. gi 

‘M. de Rehfuey ne eroit pox que tn Commission doive partager en rien la 
responsabilité gat pf aur, le Pliipotmtisre du Satan. | La Commision 
nagudre te’ In marche, e'était & Fund Pacha qu'il 
M. le Comusaare de Prise verrait de T'inconvenient 


nsubilité voir en thive générale exprimer Vopinion 
tes indivdos ul sont eovpabloyd'avalr neenend des fermen, dex ptres 8 
‘eofunta, méritent Ja mort. 

M. Novikow, apr’s avoir fit remarquer que tn demande poste par Puad 
Pacha se réluit i une ximplo question de ehithre, rappelle que Ix Commission a 
Gh décling prévidemment tonte Sxation doce genre. Elle ne peut pas davan- 
{ogee mubstituer you action A celle des Tribunanx pour determiner le degré de la 

jpabilté des prévenus dont le liste vient de Ini &tre communiquee. lle 
alty pour eelairer sa conscience, que des indications enzues et ineufisantes. 
M. 16 Comunissaire Ruste renouvelle done A sont tour toutes les riserves dé 
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Bites parses colltgues de France et de Pros; munis il erat devoir proposer 2 
Ja Commission abandon du principe de Tunité de peine qu'elle avait elle-méme 
Posé dans la dixiéme séance, avant qu'il ne fut question de proportionner le 
‘hifire des condarnnations dela Montagne & celui des condamnations capitales 
prononcées Damas. Alors il n’était question que des principaux coupables, 
tous également passibles de In peine capitale. Aujourd'hui la Commission est 
Appelée it se proftoncer sur le compte de 290 individus qui, pour la plupart, ‘ne 
rentrent pas dans los tvs cat Ggories de grands coupables Gables par ix Commis. 
sion. En conséquence M. Novikow croit que pour ceux-li il serait juste 
ATadopter subsiiairement le principe d'une pénalité acondaire 

AM. le Commissaire Britmnaique ne eroit pas que Yon doive attacher une 
Erande importance au chiffre des condamnations. Ce qui importe-avunt tout, 
Gest qu'un innocent ne soit pax puni comme sil était coupable, cest que lo 
crime soit prouvé. Lord Duilerin ne saurglt admettre en ani 
Drure soit eondomné si Y'on n'a pas la prouve ov la con 
culpabilité, ans la liste qui vient d'etre Tue, it 
culpabilité ext affirmge par cela seul 

1, o« bien parce quils sont déaoneés comme coupabl 
ment encore, parce quils sont derviehes ou notables, Une justice rendve 
de tels dispositite serait tout bonnement ridicule et odieuse, et. provoqueruit 
Nindignation du monde civiliat, Lord Divfetin a consent & en que la procélure 
loktarn fat expéditive, cola est vivii mais il n'a pas entend par 
Na que ce Tribunal se départitait des rijglex observées mete par lex cours 
ea de "Europe. En conséquence, M. le Commisnaire Tritannique serait 
que la Commission ne prit aucune résolution smacoptible d'eognger le 
Micsipotentsire Ottoman & punir dune peine queleonque un indy dont la 
culpabilité ne serait pax démontrée par des prouven morales ou maférielles bien 
conchunntes. 
* Abo Bfendi déclare quo Je Piénipotentiaire Ottoman ne recule point devant 
4a respoombilt qu Iu income, et qu'il ne dir fire partager & cos colligues 
que dans ta mesure des lumiéres qu’ls pourront ul fournir pour éelalrer sa 
Twarehe. I] constate en outro que les débate qui viennent de suivre ¥a eomnonuni- 
bontissent i ucune opinion arretce qui paime Otro utile au Pl 
Ce que le Deligué Ottoman réclame instamment, cert on wvis 
Tage de 9 commaniation, 

En conséuenco do catte demande ét apres en avoir de nouveni délibérg, 
MM. lew cretbane lcideat, eda tenaute >— . 

‘Qu’an point do vue politique, le nombre de vingt condamnations i mort, 
proposées par le Tribunal de Moktarn, n'est pas euflcant. 

‘Tout en adhérant & Vexpression de extte pensiv collective, Lord Duferin 

se trouve de dégnger an responsabilité aa point de 
oe Julie, ti dtane que dans ma pense Ia Commision ne peut ove 
un rémultat politique, inviter les jugos a faire passer duns ta prremibeo catéene 
de coupablen den invidos Gout la calpABIINE ne peri per pate eee 

Wot recon fe uaaninwement par la Comes 

Ju'il y wumuit Hen d'eppliquee uve peine infirieure, telle que celle de In 
Aégortation, 8 ceax dentre Vos 200 indlvidus compris’ as ta ete Je Mohan 
ut nTauront pos ¢¢é condamods hla peive de mort, et dost Ia oulpabilité semit 
reconnue par le Tribunal, 

Abro Efendi promot de transmettzn oct avie collectif au Plénipotentinio da 
Sultan, et ajoute qu'ancune charge sérieuse ne pésant sut les 40D aceusés de Ia 
Aeuxidme extégorie, ilk yout étre inninédiatement tnis ew iberté 

Abro Efendi, ayaut recu ordre de dirigor sur Moktara tos Chefs: Druses 
dont le proces a cu lieu & Heyrout, demande & ty Cosnenimion si elle xo trouve 
€0 mesure d'émettre un avis collectif sur les sentences du Tribunal Extmordinnirs 
de Beyrout, Pour ossurer la ximultanGité dee executions, st faudey alti, que 
‘es détenns soient envoyés la Montagne. 

La Comanission ayant répondu qu'elle ne- xe trouve pas encore en mexuro 
eémettre un avis sur les dossiers, dont la traduction nest pas achevée, et s'ctant 
‘tinsi opposée & Téleignement des prisonnicrs Druses de Beyrout, le Dékgué 
Ottoman s'empresse do faire remaryer qu’en présence de cette objection te 
Plénipotentiaire devra susseoir aux exéoutions, ai le principe de In siraultancité 
des exéeutions est roainteau. 

Des opinions diverses ayant été échangées i oo sujet, In Commission croit 
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dovoir laisser au Plénipotentiaire Ottoman Ia latitude “de procéder imméiate- 
ment’ aux exécutions des condamnés de Mektara, ou d'y surseoir pour les 
ordonuer simultanément avee celles des eondamnés de Begroit. 

M-Novikow uppelle attention dela Commission sur le Hauran, ot la 
répression, commencte par le Tribanal de Moktars; aurait caus une certaine 

forvescence. D'aprés’ les renseignements qui Iui sont parvenus, un Shoik 
Druse, nommé Abou Abdi, parent mais eonem! Ismail Atrach, aurait promis 
do veiller 4 la sécurité des Chrétiens du Hauran, & Ia condition d'étre muni dun 
snuf-conduit pour aller A Damas. Cet individa est recommandé par Faris Amir 
ct par les Chritiens eux-métues. A ce propos M. Novikow émet de nouveau le 
veru que des mesures effieaces et sérieuses soient prises contre le Haran. 

Abro Efendi promot de sigualer & Vattention du Haut Commissaire Piodivida 
cité par M. Novikow, et d'informer dailleurs sou Excellence, dés ce soir, de la 
latitude qui lui est laissée relativement au sursis des exécutions. Le Délégué 
Ottoman ajoute que ce sursis fui paruit inévitable, vu Is fermentation des esprits 
duns In Montagne, et Vinconvénient qu'il y aurait A procéder en deux fois aux 
executions 

La séanice est levied cing heures et demic. 


(Suivent les signatures) 


Annex. 
Fuad Pasha to Abro Rfendi. 


Monsicur, + Mokhtdrah, le 24 Jancier, 1861. 

‘A MON arrivéo  Mokbtara, le Tribunal Extraordinaire que j'evais institaé 
office, avait dé commencé ses travaux, en procélant aux intetrogatoires 
Deuses et autres déienus, au nombre c'environ 800, corvués dans les prisons de 
o¢ chet-lien, 

La plupart des, sccusés stant renfermés obstinéioent dans-une complete 
négation des faits qu’on leur imputait, et ne voulans avover leur présence durant 
Jes 6vénements que dans des endroits od ils étaient allée ve battre wane fournit 
d'autres données sur lours crimes, Vintecrogatoire auquel ils ont été woumis ala 
[pa amener aucun risultat sérioux. Pour éclairer plus positivement la conscience 
den juges, ot recucilir des renseignements précis et détaillés qui devaient amener 
tune distinction entre Jes coupables et <tablir différentes. catézories de sentences 
AL rondee, je convoquais les membres Chrétiens dex Conseils des Districts et 
suelquee notables, your ex invitee & donner es reawigoements requis pr le 

bunal, que Ja liste qu’ile mavaiont romise: i Beyrout présentait sous un 
cametdre trop général, en ne portant les dénonciations qu'en masse, et en. n'et 
fournisant pas suffisamment contre chaque individu... Lorsque le Tribunal leur 
demanda de formuler leurs dénonciations sur chaque accurd, ils s'abstinrent de 
‘eae, rventan. que bes notables qu, trouraieot A Beyrook,datot plas & 
otme de satisfuiro In conscience des juzes. En conséquence j'ai renouyelé b 
ces demniers Ninvitation que je lear avals faite avant mon départ de Beyrout de 
venit A Mokhtara. Apres quelques jours dhésitation qui ont, retardé la marche 
du grand procés do In Montagne, ils arrivérent ici. Avant leur comparution 
devant Je ‘Tribunal, je les ai regus moi-méme, et je les ai engagés dans les termes 
{es plus encouragenats.& fire leurs dépositions, en. formulant des dénoociations 
‘et on fourniseant les renseignements qu'ils pouvaicat avoir sur les crimes des 
déteous qui figurent dans ln liste qu’ils m’avaiont.préseatée, ls me répondirent 
quills avaicut dja fait leurs dénonciations en magse dans Ja liste susmentionnée ; 
quile n'avaient aucune réclamation A faire contre les particuliers,, mais bien 
contre la, masse des Druses; quils se bormaient A soumetire i la justice le 
contenu de cette liste, et qu’ils refusent de foprnir d'autres explications. 
Interrogés par le Tribunal sur le méme sujet et invités i lui donner au moins 
les ronseimements gus avaiet di reeueili pour leur servi do bse A dreset 
la susiite liste, is tui tinrent le méme langage et évitérent par des réponses 
éyasives d satisfnire aux demandes du Tribunal qui, roalant Gviter tout malentenda, 
west vu obligé de leur adresser des questions par écrit, atixquelles ils oot 
Rpondu de ln méme manitre. Ci-jomt vous trouverez copie de ccs 
ot niponses, 
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Dans lespoir dé leur faire entendre raison, je les ai réunies de nouveau chez 
‘moi, et j'ai tiché de leur donner Vassurance qu’il n‘avaicnt & craindre,.en faisant 
ces déclarations, de s'attirer quelque responsabilité vis-ris de ceux qui avaient 
quelques réclamations A faire, ppuisque nous ne les consoltions pas! titre de 
représentants de la population, mais comme de simples particulicrs. dignes de 
confiance et capables de formuler des renseignements sur les accuses dont ils 
avaicot présenté la liste, et que nous m'sdmettions pas de partic civile dans ccs 
procts, attenda que li société Stat offensée par les erimes des Druses, et que le 
Gouvernement Impérial se constituait luieméme partio réclamante.. Je leur 
Ggalement’ déclaré quo In liste sasmentionnée ne présentant pas des donnces 
Sullisantes sar les crimes des-accusés, il Gait difficile d'établir dune munidre 
Equitable les degrés de culpatilité, et partant le dogré de condamnation encourue 
par chaque individu que les’ dénonciations en masse élant portéer contre un 
nombre’ trés-considérable dindividas, elles ne pouvnient pas dtee entidroment 

‘en consideration, et que ce serwit déyasser les barnes de la justice quo 
de frapper d’ane mime pcine les chefs ct lee subordonnés, Lies. Wites qui 
doivent tomber, leur si-je dit, sont cello des hommes qui, par leur position 
sociale, ont exercé une funesto influence sur In masse, ow qui, par le nombre ot 
Yatrocité de leurs crimes, oat blessé le plus Mhumanité; que de cette maniére 
Je nombre des condaronations serait limité Aun chittre que ta conscience publique 
du roonde civilisé pat admettro, et que -dépasser otto finite. sernit. rendre la 
justice nui cruclle que le-erime meéme. Jo leur ai aussi expliqué que lew 
coudamnations dont nous frapperons les: Drusos seront dane nature qui poise 
leur servi d'exemple salotaire, mais qu'elles ne doivent ot ne pouvent gre faites 
dans un but extermination, et que les Chréticns abandonnant toute idée de 
vengeance individuelle, doivent ve pénétrer de co rentiment, que dans los punitions 
nous ne cherchons que le bien de Ja wocidté. 

Loe notables Chréions ne parareat pas conesineus do ces parton 
persistdreat dans lour refs; ile proposdrent sculement dle recucillir des renveig- 
niements et Tes dénoneiations individuelles des Chrétiens contee les Druses, #1 on 
leur dounait lo temps: matériel pour los obtenir, Cette proposition m'a pu étee 
prise en considération, parce quielle changosit a forme da: procs que j'avals 
Adoptee d’accort avec Ia Comtnisaion Européenne, et menacait de rotarder 4 
Tintin tes jugements que nows voulons rendre aussi somumnitement que posible. 
Niayant rien pu obtenir par la porsiasion, et ayant & peu pris perdu une semnnine 
con pourparlors sane weultat, je leur ai nccordé, wur lour demande, ln permission 
de ven Fetourver chex eux, pour ne pas tre taré de les retenir malged oux ici 
pour obtenir des déclarations (oreées, 

Le Tribuna) Extraordinaire, niayant-dooe pa avoir d'autres ‘bases pour x0 
guider dans’ ses: jugemonts que la liste prisentée par les notabley Chritionn 
Assermentés, suivant Tessurance que nous a donnée le clergé, ninsi que los décla- 
rations que’ los Drusos ont faites par devant le ‘Tribunal Extraordinaire de 
Boyrout et quelques autron données, w dso servie de ces. trois éléments 
indication pour obteuir les degrés de culpabilité. M} a-dudord classé los 
déteaus en deux catégories générales. La promigre porte tous ceux qui, daprie 
ces tos indatiosyle Tribunal pre dre Tes pus coopabes, La tome 
enferme les tome des détenves qui sont: accuscs seulement par: In liste des 

is ow arrétés en debore de ces listes, sans quil y ait d'autres prouves ow 
indications sur lear culpabilité. 

Le Tribacal Extraordinaire de Moktarah m'a reatis avee «ou rapport un 
‘Tableau, indiquant pour chaque individa de la prewidre.catégorie eon hom, Je 
Tieu de son domicile, # est notable, ainsi yue Vaccusition portée sur ln liste des 
Clirétions, Tinstraction sommaire de son procts et Vopinion dy Tribunal sur sa 
calpabilité. Pour faciliter la recherche des plus coupables, aprés avoir placé au 
pretier rang des numéros les noms des individus qui, nom seulement par leur 

jon, mais aussi par la force des indications, we trouvent sous une grande 
prévention, il en forme encore trois classes. Diaprés ees indications la premiére 
contient 20 individas, Ia deuxitme 57, et la troisitme 210; In seconde est plus 
coupable que la troisiémie. 

Voild le résultat quoique imparfait, mais consciencieux des travaux de notre 
‘Tribunal Extraordinaire qui, entouré de tant de difficaltés, n'a pu obtenir des 
renseignements pourant donner, des témoy plus a change et él 
justice. L'instruction qui lui a été donnée de mener sommairement Tes pt es, 
de refus des Chretieas de faire des d¢positions, la dénégation absolue des crimes 



























































par les accusés, ot Fimpossibilité d'admettre leurs co-religionnaires comme 
témoins A décharge, ont readu la tiche do ce Tribunal anssi difficile 
qu'ardue. 

On pent désigner par son travail les individus qui doivent subir la peine 
capitale, si un nombre est fixé et si tous les inculpés qui se trouvent dans In 
Dpremigre eatégoric ne doivent pas Ja subir. Je sais q'avance qu'il répugne & 
tout Ie mondo de dire qu'il faut exéeater un tel nombre d'individus, On a 
ssemblé croire que la justice elle-méme pourait en indiquer le chiffre; mais In 
nature dela chose méme nous fores, malzré nous, A prendre une décision pour 
twottre fin @ une situation dont ln prolongation est et serait pernicicuse a ceux 
‘ay nom desquels nous voulons faire justice, et & ceux qui setrouvent sous le coup 
dune accusation générale. Il fut done s° prononcer sur la condamnation d'une 
partio de ceux qui se troavent, par Vordre de leur degré de culpabilité, an 
premier rang des acousés. Si une motion faite au sein de Ia Commission Euro- 
pécniue par M.le Commissaize de Sa Majesté Britaunique était adoptee, le eh 
des exécutions devrait dre infiriour 4 gelles. de Damas. Comme indépendam- 
‘ment des individu qui ont été fuses. 4 Damas, Jes nombre des exécutés appar 
torant Ata clase civilo ext de $2 individus, dans la provision que cette propar. 
tion sorait acceptéo par la Commission, un nombre entre 40 et G0 serait le chillre 
de ceux que Ia justice doit trapper de la plus grande aévérité, Onze Drares 
jupt 4 Heyrout dont les proces-verbaux rogatoires ont été communiqués A In 
Commission, ainsi que 6 autros condamnés doot les procis-verbaux rogatoires 
nont pu encore lui étre soumis, forment un total de 17 personnes. Kn y 
‘joutant 6 individus condamiés par contumace qui sont tombes entre 
de ta justice, ce nombre se trouve réduit sujourd hui &27 par suite des 6 arresta- 
tions: suamentionnées. En ajoutant & ce. nombro Jes 20 lodividas qui sont 
Indiqués dans In premitre classe de la premidre eatégorie, lo chitfre des condam- 
rations arvivernit 43 individua. 

sion Imperiale no roolant x montree ni faible ni orvelle dine 

livement de ma tiche, a cru devoir reeourir & leppui bienveillant de 1a 

8 pour x'éolairer pe wea lumnidres, Eile preadra ea eonsidération se 

ns pour diminver ou pour augmenter le nombre de condamnds A mort, 

es romarques sur leur culpabilité, Si I'fnormité de leurs crimes exige 

lune trop grande sévérité, de Nutro plus de 150 Drusas assansings par 

tos Chriens aprbs fs. Genomenta, et 1-200 indiidne taco pendant la guerre 

civil, comme ils le soutionnent, doivent eotrer dans la balance de In justice. 

Auesitdt que Jaurai Tavin de la Commission, je sanctionnerai les repports. des 

tribunaus, et les condamnés do In Montagne, ainsi que ceux qui so trouvent 

Beyrout, seront dirigts pour subir leurs condamnations dans lex différentes 

localités, théltres de Jeurs crimes, ow dana les villages auxquels ilk appar: 
Hennunt, pour que leur tite Gn serve d'exemple salutsire atk litres 

‘Creat immédiatement apris cex exéoutions que Vamnistie, ou poor tuicux 
dire 1a cessation dea poursuites jodiciaires, ners promulguée, suivant Ventente qui a 
04 liew ou sein de la Comminion, pour ies parties da pays dans leaquclies ta 
Justico a en son cours. 

Sila Commission ne se trouve pas satisfite du dearé d'écircissements 
que le THibuool a obtenus et qu'elle dire voir une instrution plus dale, it 
fnut Glargir les détanus qui sont de Ia seconde catégorie, et diriger ceux de la 
fremlére A Boyroat pour le juzerindividuellement. » La déteation prolongée de 

Individus dane woe focalité comme Mokhtarh nows paralt de toute impossi- 

i tous les rapparts 

En vous envoyant le Tableau de In premitre catigorie avee ane liste de tous 
ceux qui seront condamnde A Ia peite capitale, ainsi que Ia liste géoérale 
do Ia dewxidme eutéxorie et le Rapport du Telbunal, je vous prie de Yes coment 
niquor immédiatement 4 la Commission, ea lui doonaut en méme temps 
lecture de la présente, et de me faire savoir sans retard le résaltat de ses délibi= 
rations. 
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Inclosure 5 in No, 422, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, February 11, 1861. 

IN confirmation of an opinion I have already ventured to express to your 

Excellency, to the effect that the Christian population of the Lebanon are almost, 

ifnot quite as savage as any of their non-Cinstian neighbours, Leg to transmit 

to you copy of » petition addressed to me by the wife of a Sheikh of the Khazin 

ho, as your Excellency will perosive by a. short notice appended to its 

foot by Mr, Vice-Consul Rogers, has been lately murdered in the most brutal 
manner by his Christian co-religionists of the Kesrouan, 

‘The very fact that so terrible a erime should be attempted to be bushed up 
sufficiently indicates the state of society which prevails. 

1 also take this ity of forwarding to your Excellency the substance 
of some remarks of Bishop Butros, which have been also noted down, for my 
information, by Mr. Rogers, illastrating the lawless condition of every part of 
the Lebanon. 

T have, & 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 422, 


Substance of the Petition from the Mother of Mithem Khazin to Lord Dufferin, 
dated January 14, 1861. 


YOUR Londship is aware that the property of our family has been pillaged, 
vet Lam. more unfortunate than others in that my husband bas been killed, and 
J, with my orphan childreo, arm loft without any moans of subsistence. 

petitioned Fuad Pash, who, about five months ago, ordered m0 300 plastres 
per month, but I have only received one payment. 

Being’ in_ great. distress, and having no one to apply to save God Almighty 
and your Lordship, I pray that you will assit ts in any way that you way deem 
expedient. 

N.I.—The petitioner his property in many villages of the Kearouan, but is 
ets pecal acs "Hier late husbands Bheikh. Daibie Payad ef 
Kila, of the ellage of hist i the” Kesrounn, went to_the Putiarch, nod 
was there informed, in answer to bis inquiries, that his Kxcelleney Fuad Pasha 
had issued orders for the restoration of his family to their homes and their 
ee Yate gure Bi a tr Si Ui Yecrey of cm of hie dntn ta 
the village of Raashin. On his approach to that village, the people of Ashkut, 
‘upwards of 100 in number, seized and tortured ‘They stripped him, and 
dragzed him on the ground by a rope round his neck. ‘They placed him In an 
cil-press, and pounded him till hia bones were ‘broken, ‘Tho people of Glidsta 
fame, and carried the mutilated body to their village, where it wax buried 

moreover, stated that the Patriarch hus’ placed an anathemm on all 
‘dence upon this subject, or in any way favourable to the 
; but some people of Deit-el Kamer, Zahlch, wad Beyrour, 
to be present, and are willing to give their evidence, 
seria guonans waa malls le by « oon tee family, and confirmed 


Dy others. EI 


Tnclosure 7 in No. 422, 
Vice-Coneat Rogere to Lord Dufferin. 


My Lord, Beyrout, January 23, 1861. 
"HAVE the honour to state that Inst evening T bad the pleasure of 


‘meeting Bishop Butros, of Jezzn, at the house of Yussut Bele Keram, 








1 found the Bishop an exceedingly intelligent person, and I was much 
interested in the observations he made. He stated that, in his opinion, the 
incitement to and cause of all the misfortunes with which this country bas of 
late been afflicted, is the non-punishment of crime. He stated that, exclusive of 
the blood shed in open civil warfare, between the years 1841 and 1858, or in 
other words during the space of seventeca years, 780 individual murders have 
been committed in Mount Lebanon ; and that probably since the year 1858 
upwards of 300 more have occurred, thus forming a total of about 1,100 in the 
space of nineteen years, not one of which has been avenged by law. 

‘The Bishop further stated that the great evil amongst the native Christians 
i, the want of education amongst the women. He declared that the Druses, 08 
1 body, are far more enlightened and civilized than the Christians, and thot this 

ises from the simplo fact that their women are educated; they being admitted 
into the refigious assemblies, when even the uninitiated of the men would not be 
allowed to attend. 

‘Tho Druse children thus imbibe s certain amount of culture from theie 
mothers 

Considering that these facts might be interesting to your Lordship, 1 have 
token the liberty of submitting them. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) E. T. ROGERS, 


io, 42: 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rusiell—(Reeeived February 20.) 


(No. 68) 
‘My Lont, Reyrout, February 10, 1861, 

FOR the lost ten days the Commissioners have been occupied iu discuss 
among themselves some of the vavious combinations which have boen proposed foe 
tho future administration of the Lebasion, in connection with a larger sebemne for 
tho re-organization o es, upon whic been agreed we shall cogage 
as soon ax the moro pressing sabject of the Mountain shall have been disposed af. 

T need not weary your Lordship with a deseription of the various converm- 
tions T have nd separately with each of my colleagues, or with all of them 
together. It will be sufficient if I state that the language which has been lately 
held by the French Comumisaioner has given me reason to believe that ho is no 
Jonger disposed to join with me in the equitable plan for the settlement of the 
Mountain, and th presorvation to eoch wection of its inbabltants of an equal 
‘share in the advantages wo had originally designed for them, but is determined 
to accopt no settlement short of something that shall extend and perpetante the 
domination of tho Maronite oloment over every other weizhbourine tribe and sect. 

Av T have already informed your Lordship, { attribute this change in 
M, Melon's sentiments (o instructions which he las lately revived from home, 
and whioh I conceive to have been inspired by the military representatives of the 
Emperor's Goveroment at present at Beyrout, between whom and the Yren 
Commissioner no very cordil feeling appears to exist. 

‘That M. Bécland's prescut opinions are widely different from thoxo which 
«few weeks Ick bie professed to entertain is very apparent from the fact of hie 
endeavour to recur, ax he has done of late at several o ings, to the 
dynastic principle of @ Shchab Envir, after having narured me that he wos williog 
tonssimilate the administration of tho Mountain to that of any other Pasballe of 
the provinee, provided only. the person appointed to it were a Christian, no 
mattor of what scet oe nation, as set forth in the Articles agreed upon by the 
Cormmixsionera for the basis of theie fature deliberations 

Several otlice indientions haviog convinced me that, however liberal in 
appearance might be his proposals, my French collencue was bent on chaning 
‘Our project into something very different from what we bad originally intended, 
determined, without further delay, myself to dw up a sketeh for the future 
government of the Lebanon oa the principles | have already had the honour 
of submitting to your Lordship's consideration in my dewpatch of the 
lat ultimo to Sir H, Bulwer, in the hopes that a plan conceived in a xpirit of 
comiciatious impartiality would, at all events, meet wth the approbation o's 
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raajority of my colleagues. Such, Iam happy to say, has been the case; and 1 
now forward the first ten (initilled) Articles of a Memorandum, which is to 
serve as the groundwork of our Report on the future re-organization of the 
Mountain. 

Your Lordship will perceive that the first Article designates the Governor 
of the Lebanan as a “ Christian (sujet de la Porte) dépendant du, &c ;"" bnt, as 
it was beoome necessary, after M. Béolard’s manifest desire to introduce a 
Maronite ascendancy, to leave no doubt in the minds of our Goveran 
the real interpretation put upon the clause by those who agreed to it, I ventured 
{o introduce a reserve to. the effect that the individual in question must not be 
's native of the province. My example was followed by my colleagues of Russ 
Prussia, and Austria; and it has thus become the manifest opinion of four out of 
five of the members of the Commission that, under no circumstances should 
the Administration of the Mountain be entrusted to a Shehub ot to n member 
of the Maronite race. The Turkish Commissioner is of the sume way 
of thinking; and so strong are the convictions of all my colleagues on the 
subject that the Austrian and Prussian Representatives openly declared that 
they would prefer a Turk to a native Christi 

‘The only other points that can become the subject of any serious discussion, 
‘are thowo connected with the composition of the Medjlis, and the cirounseription 
of the compartments into which it may be advisable to divide the Mounta 

‘The Repreventative of France seen 
meat will throw as much power an 
majorities. As such o result would be fraught with mischicf and injustioe, it 
will bo nicoessary to insist strongly on the administrative Independenee—one of 
another—of the various nati which compose the population of the 
Lebanon, as well as to institute a system of Mixed Medjlis: for the Mixed 

trict, on equitable. principles. Articles IV and VIL seem to me already 
sullcienily fo amert and to protect the interests of the minorities, Chistian and 
non-Christian’ and I have little doubt ‘when we come to settle the 
actual comporition of the respective Councils, the result will be equally 
satisfactory 

‘Your Lordship will porcelve that M. de Rebfuos has added a further roacrve 
repunding the person of the Governor of the Lebanom, to the effect thit the Paste 
ust cooe £0 01 understanding with the Representatives of the Five Mowers 
with respect to the individual they select, 

‘This addition neems to me, if not N-odvised, at all events Hsthmed ; but my 
Prussian colleague bax always desired 10. unaign a wore important part to the 
political Agents of the European Governments than I would wish. Yt sects to 
me hat their direct interference with the government of the country is un 
inspossible, and if possible would be a disastrous, expedient, ‘Tho action of» 
Representatives should. be confined to the exercixe of a simply moral influence 
‘on the mind of the Governor-General, and it would be most unwise, in my 
opinion, to give to their representations, even though conveyed ina collective 
form. aby constitutional force. It will be quite enough that they are there, with 
the power of communicating their viows in whatever manner they may cond lev 

mat effectual. The responsibility of disregarding thexo rem 

ciently great to ensure the Governor-General. paying them due ntiention, 
except on stich occwsions when the very fact of his having acted conteary to the 
desires will be a proof that ho waa justified in doing «0, 

Ina fow daya we shall bave the whole of the prociaverbal of the trials of 
the Turkish Pushas and Druse Sheikhs in our hands. It is only the difficulty 
of getting the: (urkish translated that his v0. long delayed th i 
cation to the Commission. ‘The painful doty of pronouncing an opinion upon 
the inferences drawn by the Tribuual of Beyrout from the proceedings recorded 
in thowe documents once concluded, the seuteaces will be passed, and all those 
implicated in tho late massacres, whether in the Mountain oF at Said, will be 
exconted simultaneously. This mad event say be expected to take place within 
ten days. 

Within the same period Lam in hopes our Report on the Lebanon will be 
conclu, a the chief portion ofthe Inboors ofthe Commision terminated, 

have, &. 
Signet)” DURFERIN AND CLANEWOY! 
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Inclosure in No. 423 
Réserves Particulizres, Articles Collectif. 


NON indigtne dela province (réserve 1. UN Gouverneur Chrétien, 
end ao ec. tte Montagne, Senda da 


Non indigtne; sur le choix juel 
le Porte dev senendre aries 
eprésentants cit Puissances 
(reserve de M. Rekfaes) 
Sign). 
Non indigtne (réserve de M.de Weck- 
becker). 
(Signe) W. 
‘Non indigéne (réserve de M. Novis 
ow). 
ign). 


Jndigine (reserve de M. Béclard), 
(Sign LB 


ire, 

3. Abolition da résime de deux 
Cairnacamies, et des Mokatas. 

4. Division da Liban en un certain 
nombre de circomscriptions adminiee 
tmatives,ronfermant, autant que possible, 
des Aéments homogenes; Wee bene 
srpartenaot an méoe cu 

5, Abolition du systime fKodal, ot 
des privileges qui sy tattachent 

6. Rgalité do tous devunt la loi. 

7. Garsaties judicinires et ndminks 
tratives identiques, pour toutes les 
commnaatée baba le Liban, 

5. Séparation du pouvoir admis 
tei judiciaire \onaa 

). Tostitutions au siege du Gouverne 
ment d'un Medjlis administratif, ot dun 
‘Medjlis judiciaire, formant Fun et autre 
Ye degré supérieur de juridiction. 

10. Tl y aura dans chaque circon- 
al jn Meds. administra, et 
un} Judiciaire, de premitre 
instance. * 


“(Suivent les parsphes) 
NB—To be continued at next mesting ofthe Commission, 


tS nce te SERS os 


No. 424, 
Lord J. Russell to Bark Corley, 


é Foreign Office, February 21, 1861. 
1 HAVE received your Excetlency's despatch No. 254 of the 19th instant, 
rept what nd psd ia the on Syrian affairs, and I have to 
your Excel it Majesty's rt 
' Sie, secerey st Her Majesty's Government entirely approve the 


___ Her Majesty's Government have only to impress upon your Excellency the 
instruction conveyed to you by telegraph, and repeated in my despatch No, 203, 
of the 19th instant, not to agree to any prolongation of the French occupation 
beyond the Ist of May. An agreement to prolong the stay of the European 
troops till some undefined and undiscovered organization of the Mountaiti has 
been completed, would. probably, lead to a foreign occupation a4 long as that 
which has taken place in the Roman States. 


Tam, Se. 
(Signédy J. RUSSELL. 


No.4! 


Lord J. Russell ta Bart Cowley. 
(No. 205.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 21, 1861. 

YOU ‘will seo by Lord Datferin's despatch No, GS dated the 10th February, 
1 copy of which is m_your possession, that he expected that, within tet days, 
the execution of the Druses engaged in the mnssacres would take place: He 
‘was in hopes that within the same period the Report of the Commbssioners on 
the Lebason would be eoneluded, and the chief portion of the laboury of the 
Comission terminated. 

Your Excellency will sce, therefore, that a prolongation of the European 
‘occupation to the 1st of May ought to be amply suflcient, in point of time, for 
that organization of the Mountain’ upon which M. ‘Thouvencl #0. strongly 
fniats. 

If, however, it fx meant that the wished-for organization is t bo delayed 
Lill the Representatives of Austria, Great Britain, Prussia, and Russia have 
yielded to the exclusive Maronite supremacy, ton years may elapse before that 
subminion is obtained, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 426, 
Earl Couley to Lard J. Runscll—(Reecieed February 21;) 


(No. 292, Confidential) 
My Lond, Paris, Febrvary 19, 1861 

TWAS with M. Thouvenel yesterday afternoon, when, after some conversa: 
tion on other matters, his Excellency, alluding to’ the Conference on Syrian 
affnies which fs to take place to-day, asked ane if Tad acen Vefyk Efendi lately, 
addiog, that M,-de Lavalotte had reported thot the Porto was ansious that it 
Representative should come to an sinderstanding with him (Mf. ‘Thouvenl) and 
me relative to a prolonged occupation of Syria by the troops of France. 

T replied, that 1 had not seo, Vefyk Eleadi for some days, but that a the 
Jast conversation which I had bad with him. he had info me that ho was 
instructed to insist on the evacuation at the period fixed by the Convention of 
the Sth of September, and that if any difficulties were made he should refee again 
to his Government, 

‘The Freuch Goverument, 1 continued, was aware of the opinions of Her 
Majesty's Government based ‘on the Reports of the British Commissioner 
Syria; but T could at the same time assure his Excellency that Het Majesty's 
Government had offered no advice to the Porte, being desirous that the Sultan, 
as an independent Sovereign, should exercise his own free discretion wx to the 
necessity or not of availing himself of the further presence of Europenn nssict= 
ance in Syria. 1 had not, therefore, in any way attempted to influcnge the 
conduct whieh Vetyk Kfendi might think it right to pursue 5 

M. Thouvenel replied, that he thought that the Porte was willing to enter 
into a compromise, and that he conesived that the best cvurse which Vefjk 
Efendi could take in the interests of his Government would be, to s2 
here might be didicultes in the way of the immediate evacuation of Py¥a on 
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account of the season of the year, and as the Commission assembled at Besrout 
hhad not yet concluded its Report, it was advisable that the Conference should 
adjourn for the present. 

If, said his Excellency, I would join him in making this recommendation to 
‘Vefyk Efendi, he had no doubt that the latter would act upon it. 

Leplied that { would not take upon myself to offer any such advice, whit 
would in my opinion be next to recognizing the permanent occupation of Syria, 
Tene rady io winter dling the month of Marat and beeing of April 
there might be difficulties attending the embarkation of troops in the open 
roadsteads of the coast of Syria; but I could never advise that the evacuation 
of that province should depend on the termination of the labours of the Beyrout 
Commission, 

‘The determination of any one single member of hat Commission to refuse 
his content to what his colleagues might think reasonable, would suffice to 
prolong the occupation indefinitely. Besides, 1 maintained that the occupation 
‘must cease, unless it were to bo prolonged by a fresh Couvention. 

M. Thouvenel rejoined, that there was no reason why the Commission 
should not be shortly rendy with its Report, and a new Government be installed 
in the Lebanon.” He repeated thatthe Etiperor was mont desitous to bring his 
troops home: but that His Majesty felt that to do 40 in the present disongnnized 
stato of the Mountain would be to take upon himself the responsibility of any 
disorler that might occur after their departure; and let me not deceive myself, 
1 fhosh massacre in Syrin could not be mot by’ palliatives. It would at once 

the question of the continuation of tho ‘Turkish Dynasty in the East 

this respousibitity which His Imperial Majesty would not assume for hinmwelf 


he wus ready to make over to a ratio = recognized and inatalled, ‘The 
‘Sultan would then be maxtor of his own destinies. 

Plnusiblo,as is this aegument, T would nit accept it as conclusive, and 1 
observed. to M. ‘Thouvenel that it was doubtful whether the prolonged stay of 
foreign troops was not calculated to produce the very dangers which he expromed 

nelf to. bo anxious to avoid. ‘The longer thoy remained, the greater woald 
be the preetnions of the Maronite: the dceper the exagpeaion of the Druseh 
the 


while the Turkish authority would daily lose tn prestige 
Besides, Hor Majesty's Government had been informed that the ‘Turkish 
Government’ recognized the arrangement of 1845 to be still in force in the 
Lebanon. It could not be said, therofory, that the country was without a 
Government. No doubt there must always bo danger of hostile collisions in a 
country inhabited by #0 many hostile races ax was Syria, but those dangers 
‘would not be loss wi months hence, oF sik years hence, than they were now. 
Desirous, however, of arccrtaining the bottom of M, Thouvenel's thoughts, 
withont compromising myself, T raid that 1 saw uo pructical conclusion in the 
course which be had suggested, Supposing the Conference to be deferred, 
something must be done with regard to the Convention which expired in ® 
fow works, What courte did his Excolleney propove to pursue in regard to 
navenal's answer convinced we that his sole object was to obtain a 
release from his present engagements, with cotnplete latitude of nection for the 
future : that ix to may, that the only engagement which he would be willing to 
‘contract. for the future, would be that the troops should be withdrawn whenever 
1 now Government should be installed in the Lebanon. 
Sesing that no further dixcusion would be ofany avail, Tsaid to M. Thouvenel 
‘we sboald hear in Conference what the Porte had to say, and I took my 
T should add, however, that more than once during this conversations 
hia Excellency adtitted that, if some fresh arrangement were not made by the 
Conference, the French troops must be withdrawn at the period fixed by the 
Convention, 
Thave, &e, 
Signed)” COWLEY. 


No. 427. 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received February 91.) 


(No. 253. Confidential) 
My Lord, Paris, February 19, 1861. 

AFTER the conversation yesterday with M. Thouvenel recounted in my 
preceding despatch, I called upon Prince Metternich, who had expressed a desire 
tosee me. [informed my Austrixn colleague of what had passed between the 
French Minister and myself, tnd I said that M. Thouvenel’s language had left a 
very painful impression upon my mind of the bad faith of the French Govern. 
ment, 

1 here showed him, as directed by your Lordship's instructions, your 
despatch No, 173 of the 1iith instant, and I stated that I was anxious to come 
to some understanding with him pin the course we both should pursue in 
Conference, ax Iwas glad to find that his Goverment concurred entirely in 
opinion with Her Majesty's Government. 

Prince Metternich replied that no doubt the two Governments were agreed 
fon the question of prinoiple, and he was instructed not to oppose the "Turkish 
Represeotative, if he insisted on the evacuation of Syria by foreign troops at the 
period fixed by the Convention, Still his Government could not positively affirm 
that that evacuation might wot be followed by fresh divarders ; that it wan in the 
power of the French Agents to produce them, and that ho must therelore, warn 
the ‘Turkish Pleipoteatiary of the respon hho would inour, wore. th 
evacuation to be enforced before. the Lebanon lad a Government capible 
‘maintaining order. 

‘The Austrian Government, moreover, the Prince continued, wore, in their 
resent eritical position, obliged to consider their relations with Frunco, and to 
Avoid taking any step which would bring upon them the renewed enmity of the 
Frenelt tis fore preseribed to him to fhvour any 

which the Parto might be willing to accept, abi indeed to endeavour 
mediuan to brings condloting opinions together: eoinplete latitude was 
Jef hitn in this respects 

‘The Prince did not concen} from mie hin own decided aversion to place hinn- 
self in antagonism to tho French Government. Ho sald that the question of 
Syrin was as nothing, in his estimation, to the interests of bia own Government, 

4 to those of the Porte, both of which he thought would be compro 

pushing matters to extreinitien From a conversation which he hud 
hhad with Vefyk Biondi, he bolioved that such, wns also tho opinion of the Turkish 
Representative, who’ wax ready to coment to a prolonged occupation of 
Syria. 


Exeellonov 
syria ahowld 
iructions: were 


of its be 

Tex; my eonvietion that M. Thauvenel would not consent to any 
compromise of the kind, and for royselt i said that 1 hia decided objection to 
admitting any connection between the object sought to be attained by the 
Convention of the Sth September, and the task eatrusted to the Conimiasion, 
L argued, morcover, either that a riew Coavention must be signed, or that the 
prescat must be executed. 
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The conversation continued for some time in this strain, Prince Metternich 
admitting that no reliance. could: be placed. upon the Freuch Government, but 
arguing that it was better to let them have their way in this question than to 
oppose them. Finally, he said that he was to sce M Thouvenel in the course 
of the evening, and that fhe would call upon me before the meeting of the 
Conference. 

Iu the course of the ight 1 received Sir H.’Bulwer's telegriih of yesterday 
{informing me of the fnal instructions sent tO the Turkish Represestative, and 
this morning exrly I saw Vetyk E 

Ie required btn few minutes to ance that slthoogh be woud not 
actually originate any scheme of werahgenient, lis"was’ quite prepared to acce 
Say peeps! that pad, meet with the consent of Ibe other tsbers ofthe 
Conterence. Ta fact, 1 gleaned trom him that a proposition of the following 
nature would mect with his conscat—the occupation ta be prolonged to the lt of 
June, the Comtnistion beingin the meantimie requested to haston ite proceedings. 

‘Velyk Efendi was evidently not aware that ¥ waa in possession of hi 
tions, for on miy observing to him that he wis exceeding them. he showed 
sorprise urd perlips w shude of vexution. Tvaid that I thought he would do 
wisely to keep to thetn in the fiest instance, to iasist on the evacuation by the Ist 
of May, making the uncertainty of the weather an exeose for the prolongation of 
the term of occupation ; not to mix up the question of the Commisxium with the 
question’ of oceapation; and above oll things to require, that. whatever fresh 
armngement wight be made, should be sanctioned by a Convention. Upon this 
latter point {observed there could by no doubt, for that no resolution adopted by 
the Pleoipotentiaries in Conference could overrule a solomn engagement contracted 
between their Sovereigns 

Volyk fendi aid that be would follow the course which 1 Nad recom 

h be would have preferred an immediate settlement of the 
f Facue withoot”rnuch discussion, He knew, however, positively, he 
added, that M. Thouvenel would enter into-no engagement binding him to’ the 
evacuation of Syria by the Tat of May. Fle was equally certain that the French 
Ministor woud accept the Ist of Juric, because there could be no doubt that 
within that period the new organization of the Lebanon would be completed. 

‘After this conversation I had to consider what courve T xbould take. Had 
thore been tiine L ahould without doubt have referred to your Lordship. ‘One 
thing wns clear, that the Porte did not mean to insist on finmediate evacuation, 
Of this M.'Thouvenel wax informed. Was he equally aware of the extension 
of the period of occupation to which the Turkish Representative wos ready to 
consent? T eould not tell, but probably be was 

T determined, therefore, in proposing (0 Prince Metternich mode of 
action which, if successful, would compromise the Porte ax litthe ae posible. 
‘The Prince éame to me shortly afterwards. He said that his interview with 
M. Thouvencl had beon #0 unsatisfuetory that ke was resolved! not to mix in the 
‘discussion at all, but to let matters take their course; that on suggesting the 
immediate withdrawal of hatf the troops of occupation, and the concentration of 
the remainder on the coast, M. ‘Thouvenal had rep ould. come 
‘away, oF that all should remain, and that the conat was too unbealthy for the 
Jocatioa of troops, He bad. shown, moreover, a dociied intention of insisting 
that the troop should continue in’ Syrin until after the installation of the new 
Adwinistration of the Labanon, 

Tnaid thot [had not expected any other answer from M."Thouvenel, and 
that, as it seemed that the occupation must be prolonged inasmuch as the Porte 
wax prepared to cousent to it, the question wus, how to put an end to it 
with cortsinty ot the earliest powible motuent. As he (the Prince) bad said that 
‘ho wax not only wothoriaed: but desired to wid in any compromise, I suggested 
that the following couhre should be purrued by us. The Turkish Plenipoten- 
tiury would, he bad informed me, request, when the Conference met, that the 
Convention’ of the Sth of September should be carried Into, execution, bat 
without the Intention of per in bin request. A discussion would arise, 
and 'T proposed, when the proper moment should arrive, to observe thas Her 
Majeaty"s Govorum joa that all necessary ‘security could be 
given. if the troops te withdrawn from Syria, and allied 
squndions gent to the const, ht then ask at what period they 
could be there, and on my replying, towands the end of April or the begining 
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‘of May, he might found a proposal that the troops shiould be withdrawn at that 
fod, their departure being ensured by a fresh Convention. 

‘Prince Metternich aged to take this course, but be at the same time 
expressed his conviction that it would not satisfy M, Thouvenel. 

said that M. Thouyenel would find it difficult to resist 40 reasonable a 

‘ition, and that at all events it was worth trying. 4 ez 

Tam aware that I have somewhat exceeded my instructions jn taking this 
cours, bat I trust that your Lordship, seeing, the difficulties by which 1 am 
Surrounded, and that I am, in fact, the only Plenipotentiary really. willing to 
sirwtont the nections of Francs wll not altogether disapprove my proces 


Le Thave, &e- 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


No, 425. 
Earl Cewley to Lard J, Russell. —(Received February 21.) 


(No. 254.) 
My Lont, Pars Poirary 10,1801 
TE Conference on Syrian affairs reassembled this afternoon at the Ministry 
foe Porign Af te Refeocataties of the Fave Great Powers and of the 
Porte were present, 2 3 , 
‘M. Thouvonel opened the proceedings by referring fo the despateh which 
hho had addressed to the Emperot’s Representatives at. the Courts of the said 
Powers on the 18th ultimo; and he recapitulated ina fow wortls the substance 
‘of that ‘i, with a view of oliciting the opinions of tho assembled 
Representatives. He addressed himself, in the first invtance, to tho Turkish 
nbassador. 
Anlrark fendi said that it would be (a the reealletion of the Conference, 
‘that it had been bis duty to ebject in August Tast to the idea then entertained 
Of sending foreign troops to Syria, because he hid been confident that their 
presence in that province was not required, nnd: that the Porte. could by: its 
prea resoarces, restore aod. maintain its authority; that. this had proved to be 
the case, onder having beea re-established by the sole agency of the ‘Turkish 
Wtthontioes that Syria wae now tranquil, and that be had consequently, to 
foruire. the exceotion of the Conrention af the Sth of September, by the with- 
Aruwal of the troops of occupation, of whose conduct, however, he apoke in 


terms of eulogy; z . 
Fre), in thanking Vefyk fendi for the complimentary expressions 
sek be bal employed In mpeg the French troops, added: that he could 


in thesame opinion as the Ambassador, that their presence in Syria 
veo 00. longer ae earhs true, Syria. wae apparently traiqull, but all the 
MMeounts reccived by the French Government went to show that this tranquility 
‘was only upon) the surface; that biter passions were raging underneath, which 
It was to bo feared would break out whenever the troops should be withdrawn, 
Te aes Known that 7,000 Druees bod retired into the recesses of the Hauran 5 
that they were arming aftesh; while, on the other hand, not on of the Chiets 
eclared sty had as yet. hoen punished ; no indensnities had teen paid to the 
suffering Christiana; #0 Goveroment whatever existed jn ve Mountain, | He 
Roncladed, therefore, that until satisfaction had been given on the former points, 
sad until’n settled Government for the Lebanon bad been organized with, the 
hulp of the European Commies, it was in the fotereats of the Porte itself that 
the foreign occupation shouldbe waintined since a fal catastrophe might 
pploce in peri existence of the Sultan's supremacy. 

A a ae wr at desultory conversation ensued between Vetyke Efendi 
and the French Minister. ‘The former argued that if the Commission had not 
made greater progrese in the task entrasted to it, that was no fault of the Porte's, 
But was 9 question to be treated between the Commissioners and their respective 
Goremments. "With the Commission, however,” sald Velyk Fendi, “1 have 
othing to do. Lam instructed: to ask for the execution of the Convention, a 

1 totally apart froin the Commission.” 
rat Thesveel, on the ether hand, argued that although m0 postive reference 
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had been made in the Convention to the objects of the European Commission, 
Yet that the two were by the nature of things so intimately connected that 
the intentions of the Convention could not be said to have been fulfilled until 
the reorganization of the Lebanon, one of the points which was to occupy the 
Commission, should have een accomplished. 

Turing to Article V, he urgued that it irplied that if the object which the 
High Cootmcting Parties bad in view, namely, the pacification of Syria, should 
‘ot be realized within six months, the Occupation might be prolonged, But that 
pacification could not be said to be realized until there should be a settled 
government in the Lebanon; while, with regard to other parts of Syria, his 
Excellency read extracts of « despatch which he had just received from’ the 
French Consul at Damascus, reluting a conversation which he had had with the 
Commander-in-chiet of the Turkish forces, who, be said, had admitted to him 
that he had not sufficient. troops to maintain’order, and that he must have 
reinforcements from Constantinople before it would be pomible to undertake an 
expedition against tho Hauran, ‘The same despatch alluded to a number of 
other points which, in the writer's opinion, should be settled before the French 
troops ought to bo withdrawn, 

T took ‘op the discussion at this point. I said that fo follow out the 
sugzcations contained in the despatch which M, Thouvenel hod just read fo ws 
ould be neither more nor less than to sanction the permanent occupation of 

rin, 

M, Thouveoel interrupted me by exclaiming that vothiog was further 
from his thoughts; that hie wanted no ‘more than to be certaia that there would 
bo a responsible Government in the Lebanon whenever the troops of oceupation 
should be withdrawn. 

Referring, then, to the argument which M, Thouvene! had employed to 
ceetablish w connection between the objects of the Commnission and those of the 
Convention, I said that T eould not accept it, nor the interpretation put by bim 
on the Vth Article of the latter. ‘The spirit and intention of the Convention, 1 
‘observed, wus to be found in the preamble, which declared the intention of the 
Sultan to put an end, by prompt and eflicacious weasures, to the effusion of 
blood in Syria, and His Majesty's firm resolution to ensure order and pence 
aunoug the populations placed ander his sovereignty, for which purposes be 
necepted the co-operation of Burope. ‘The Articles regulated the manner in 
whl at co-operation was tobe given 

ith regard ta the present state of Syria I sod that the reports received bj 
Her: Majesty's Governspent, from Mer Mojety' Commissioner at Beyrout, 
Aiffored essentially from those received by the Iinperial Government. 

In Lord Dufferin's opinion, who, however, did fall justice to the bappy 
results obtained by the cooperation of Europe, and more particularly of France, 
the Sultan was in & position to redeem the pledges which had boon given in the 

ible of the Convention, without the further assistance of his allies, and, 
therefore, acting under the lostructions of Her Majesty's Govermoent, | must 
‘support the request made by the Turkish Representative for the due execution 
of the Convention, 

M, Thouvenel continued to maintain his own views, Ie expressed more 
than once his firm conviction that the departure of the troops would be followed 
by freah horrors, which, this time, would not stop at Damascus, 

T raid that all his anguments only tended to prove, in my mind, that the 
longer the evacuation wan delayed, the greater would be the diffoultles hereafter 
thrown in the way of its accomplishwent; that T doubted whether, at this 
moment, the prerence of forvign troops was not snore pernicious than’ salutary 
towards the object which wo all hat in view, It tended to raise extravagant 
fexpectations on the one side, and to keep up irritation on the other, while the 
authority of the Sovereign was almost in abeyance; nor could I help adding 
that that occupation did not prevent many acts of atroolty committed by the 
Christians against the Drs 

M, Thouvenel said that he had no Knowledge of any auch acts, which wert 
certainly regrettable, if true; but the facts 1 lad alleged only strengthened his 
conviction of the state of things which would arise were the troops of occupation 
to be withdrawn, 

‘Wo had now been for some time in discussion without any progress towards 
aselation of the question proposed to-us. ‘The Russian Ambassador had here 
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and there put in a word in support of M.Thouvenel’s arguments. ‘The Austrian 
Ambassador and Prussian Minister had uot opened their lips. 

With a view, thea, of coming to some conclusion, I said that Her Majesty's 
Government were of opinion that it might be advisable that the Maritiine Powers 
‘hould station naval squadrons off the coast of Syria as soon as the season would 
permit of it. 

‘There would be no necessity, 1 observed, for any Convention for this 
Purpose; but the presence of the ships would insure protection where it was 
Wanted in case of need. 5 

Both M. ‘Thouveoe! and General Kieselef? exclaimed that ships would be of 
no use ia the Mountain ; but I expressed the hope and, indeed, the conviction 
that the fags on the coast would, with the Turkish forces on land, suffice to 
insure tranquillity. Besides, 1 suid, thero was always the possibility of landing 
A force. 

Prince Metternich asked when the season would permit naval squadrons to 
te off the cont. 1 replied, that Her. Majesty's Government proposed hnving 
‘one there on the Ist of May. ‘The Prince then suggested thit it might be 
Fovsble to come to an unertanding which might, sat all paris, Might 
thot the ocoupation be prolonged until the arrival of the squadrons, say, until 
the Ist of May ? 

‘Vetyk Rfendi said that he would not stand in the way of an arrangement 
of the kind, provided he bnd the axvarance that the foreiga troops would have 
left Syria on the date in question. T said that i must be matter of w fresh 
Convention, This was contested by the Rossian Ambassador, but after short 
discassion, agreed to as necessary by the other Representatives. When, however, 
we came to discuss the terms of the new Convention, M. Thoavencl objected to 
muking the term of the Ist of May absolutely binding. He reiterated all his 
former arguments of the necessity of w recognize! Government in the Lebanon 
before the troops should be withdrawn: but he asserted that if that Government 
‘were to be installed to-morrow, he would abandon the Lebanon to its fate the 
nest day. He, proposed then the signatare of x short Convention, prolonging 
the occupation to the Ist of May, with an. uodorstanding that the’ Conference 
should reasemble again in Apat to decide the moment of evacuation, In 
the meantime, the different Governments. might send instructions to’ their 
‘Comunissionors to hurry the project for tho re-organization of the Lebanon. 

| sai that M. Thonven!’s proponl ept the whole queation opens that one 
unwilting member of the Commaission wight cause delays without end. 

M. Thouvenel replied, that he would not object to fixing a day on which 
the Commission must be ready with its Report, ‘The Commissioners might then 

‘ih it to Contantinopl, and unless the Porte made unnecessary delay, 
the whole matter might be settled in» comparatively short time, 
ie puicone citber of the uskish Arabuwador or of ml to 
secept M, ‘Thouvenel's proposal: and, as it was evident. that nothing more 
was to be obtained by discussion, I proposed that the Conference whould wijourn, 
in order that the Represcutatives might refer to their respective Goveroments, 

TH wae agreed that the flowing Minute should be rade of the result ofthe 
EOE Ta auite eta daewssoa quia eu es Te Ploipotentiadre. Ottoman « 
admis qu'il pourrait transmettre & x Cour tine proposition qui tendrait 4 signer 
tune Convention prolongeant pour tout délat le terme do Toogupation au 


It is lmpowibte for me to take upon myself to futhoin the policy of tho 


French Government in this ‘but my impreskion is, that, prossed by 
their authorities, both Consular and Military, at Beyrout, jealous of their prestige 
in the Lebanon, and afraid of giving further offence to the clergy in France, they 
are sccking to guin time, I believe that. at this moment, M, Thonvoncl ix kincere 
iin stating that the troops shall bo withdrawn whenever the new orsunization of 
the Lebanon shall be completed : but it is evident that no confidence can be 
placed in him or in his promises. If T did not fenrthe consequences of abandoning 
‘he Porte altogether, Ushould venture to recommend Her Majesty's Government 
to declare that, secing that all their enileavours to cots to an understanding with 
France are unsuccessful, they bold her to her engagements. If this is not done, 
1 see no other course to ndopt than to necept M. Thonvenel’s proposal to tix the 
day on which the Commission must have terminated its Report, and then to 
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hurry its adoption by the Porte, so that the excuse of no settled Government in 
the Lebanon shall at least be done away with. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | COWLEY, 





No. 420. 


Lorit J. Rustell to Karl Cowley. 
(No, 219, Confidential) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Februery 21, 1861. 

1 HAVE read with much attention your despatches Nos. 252, 253, and 264, 
of the 19th instant. 

It is obvious that the French Government wish to prolong indefinitely the 
stay of their troops in Syria, 

At Varia thie: desire is placed on a wish to see the labours of the Commis 
sion Snished, and » now Government of the Mountain organized. A fear of 
renewed massacres ik likewise ostentatiously put forward. 

In Syria, however, wothing of the kind is pretended, It is them seen that 
the Commission could organize, with great ease, » government for the Lebanon, 
and that nothing prevents their doing so but the divergeuce of opinion expressed. 
by the Frosch Commissioners. The Austrian, Prussian, Russian, aud british 
Commissioners are entirely agreed that thore’ should bo.» Christian Chief o 
Governor of the AMounlais, who. akall not bes sativs of the, Provioe., Toe 
Government of the Porte én harlly object to a 
much in conforrnity with the arrangements of 184245. 

‘Nor does there appear, at present, in Syria, the apprehension caprosied at 
Parla of maxmere. ft ix true that many Druse women and children, ne well 
a4 men, have been killed, but the Turkish force appears sutlicieot to enforce and 
‘ensure tranquillity. 

It is certain, however, that French officers in Syria give other reasons for 
continued eccupation. They say that the French army must accomplish some 
brilliant feat of arms before they go away, and an expedition to the Hoaran is 
spoken of for that purpose. 

Now it is easy to conceive that, if such an expedition should take place, 
‘many Druses will bo killed, and their houser and villages destroyed. 
acts will excite 4 spirit of rovenge, and the French Genoral may then. plausibly 
‘ay that the departure of his troops will be the signal of « bloody coniict. 

a Tits tho inate occupation ond final conquest of Syria moy be accom. 

M, ‘Thouvenel has told Prince Metternich that mot ngree 10, 
remove the troops to the const, as the coast is unhealthy, and in the spring of 
the year there may be truth in this aserton, Bot the French Governmcat 
aight agree to an engagement not to send their troops further into the interior 
than their present povitions, 

1M. Thousene propose a postponement of the eammenceient of the 
‘evncuation till the Ist of May, and its termination on the Ist of June, be might 
bbe asked, before such w proposition is submitted to Her Majesty's Gaveroment, 
whether he would agree thus far to restrict the action of the French troops, 

Prince Metternich hus said to. your Excellency that the question of Syria 
wasns nothing in his estimation to the interests of his own Government. 

You may inform Prince Metternich that the question of the supply of arms 
in the Principalities is a+ nothing in our estiwntion compared to the question of 
Syyia 

ler. Majesty's Government aro taking themselves unpopular in the 
Principalities by their endeavours to return the arms brought. from Genoa t© 


40 reasonable, and 10 


that ee 

Ir Her Majesty's Government are asked to promote the interests of Austria 
‘on the Donube, and told at the same time thut the interests of Her Majesty's 
Government in the Mediterranean are as nothing to Austria, Prince Metternich 
auat see that this one-sided relation cannot long coatinac, ond that Her Majesty's 
Goveroment must treat Austrian interests as matters of indifference to Great 
Britain, 


But Hee Majesty's Goverment have alway hen ude the pression that 
‘the maintenance of the Turkish Empire, and the prevention of the acquisition of 
its provinces by powerful European States, was an object in regard to which the 
‘Austrian Government considered itself as having a great and direct interest, and 
itis not easy to sce how, if that be so, the Austrian Government can maintain 
that it hs no interest in ‘preventing Syria frm Gling oder the dontaon of 

It is manifest that the transfer of Syria to France would soon be followed 
by an extension of French dominion to other parts of Asia Minor; that the 
example thus set by Frauce, with the support of Rusia, would soon be followed 
in Europe by Russia with the support of ; and the Austrian Goverment 
‘would ere long find that vital interests of Ausiria had been sacrificed by the 
‘weakness and short-sightedness which her Government would have applied to 
the consideration of the Syrian question, 


Lam, So. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 430, 
= Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Rusgell, —(Recvived February 18.) 
io. 9.) 


My Lord, Berlin, February V6, 1861. 
‘as to the period 
would meet, his 


Fxcollency what instructions he hd yent to the 
is on that question. 

Baron itz stated that he had written to Count Pourtalés to say that 
the Prussian Government coukl not consider that the state of the Mountain wos 
such as to preclude all ears of m renewal of disorder, le considered that if the 
forcign troops were now removed, and that similar atrocities to thos which had 
necessitated their ‘were to be renewed, a spirit of indignation would be 
raised against Turkey which would compromise the very existence of the Kmnpire, 
‘and pomibly be its deathblow (Wi donnerait san coup do grace”) 1 conwequenthy 
the Prumian Goverument coold not take upon themaclves the responsiblity of 
recommending their withdrawal, 

His Bxeeleney wo of opinion that init forthe oceupation sould bo laid 
down and he seed to thik that the period for the cloning of the Inu of 
the Coxon, when a wetted Government of the Mountain should be iestalled, 
‘ould be the natural and more desirable period 

‘At the sume timc, his Excellency filly agreed that no prolongation of the 
‘oveupation could be assented to in opposition to the wishes of the Sultan; ond 
he further nupported the principle that the unanimity of the Powors was requisite, 
‘and that the question cold not be decided by & majority in the Conference. 

His Excellency stated that he believed that an arrangement would be came 
to between Her Majesty's Government atid that of the Kiperor of the French, 
Which would remove all farther dificltion with espe to this question. 


1 have, 
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 


No. 431, 


Lord J, Rusvell to Earl Cowley, 
(No, 216) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 21, 1861. 
HIER. Majesty’s Government hiave no objection to the proposal to fix a day 
aibec the Ryser the Commnloion st be tignad: het day abould be w very 
carly ane. 
" Tadeed, if it were not that instructions from Paris bamper the French Com- 
tissoner the Report wight be signed by this day, ax your Excellency will see 
































by the heads of a Report contained jin Lord Dufferin's despatch No. 68 of the 
Toth instant. 
Lam, &. 
(Sigmed) ‘J. RUSSELL. 





No, 432, 


Eorl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Received February 23.) 
(No, 265.) 
My Lord, Paris, February 22, 1861. 

1 CALLED on M. Thouvenel this afternoon, and informed him that Her 
Majesty's Government had no objection to the proposal to fix a day when the 
Report of the Commission sitting at Beyrout must be signed. 1 said that the 
day fixed might be an eurly one, os the Commissioners appeared to be pretty well 
aecd, with the exception of M. clan, whose opinions dire from those of 

colleagues ; but instructions from ence, I hiated, might set that dificuty 
to rights 
. Thouvene feigned great surprise at hearing what I told him, and declared 
that he had received nothing from M. Béclard upon the subject which 1 had 
mentioned. 

‘This can hardly be the case. Pursuing my communication, I said that 
what had passed In Conference bad not modified the opinion of Her Majesty 
Government with reference to the evacution of Syria, and that they must con 
‘ine to urge its completion by the Ist of May, 

M. Toouvene repli that, reporting to, the Counc of Ministers the 
royult, of the meeting of the Conference, the Emperor and several of his 

M. Thouvene!'s) colleagues had expressed their opinion that if the French 
ment were to be again tied down to a day on which the evacuation must 
to effected, they would prefer carrying it into execution at once, leaving to the 
Porte the responsibility of the consequences which must ensue." Tbe Emperor 
hail not positively taken any decision, but the Council would reconsider the 
toxworrow, He would probably be eharged to inform the Cabinets of 
the Great Powers that the Imperial Government, secing the div of 
opinion which provailed with regard to a prolonged occupation, preferred to 
bide by the engagnments already taken, to contracting fresh ones. He should, 
however, at the same time, eall the attention of the Cabinets to the consequences 
which might be the reaull of the departure of the troope—consequences which 
Ws Racaleney enamel a och the sane tera a thee employed on former 
secasions ; ond he should leave the whole responsibility with the Ports. 

T said that I rejoiced to boar that there wns a possibility of the Councit of 
‘Ministers coming to the prudent determination mentioned by his Excellen 

1 then asked whether M. Thourenel convoking the Conference 
afresh, but he seemed to have taken no determtnation upon the subject. 

Thave, &o. 


No, 433, 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell.m (Received February 23.) 


(No. 266. Most Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, Febrvary 22, 1861. 

WITH reference tomy previous deapteh the following details have come 
from diferent sources to my knowledge, 

‘After the Conference had broken up on Tuesday M. Thouvene! detained 
Prince Metternich, and informed him tbat he intended to ask the Emy 
perminion to propose at the ensuing Conference that the evacuation of 
should commence on the Ist of May, and terminate on the Ist of June. 
Yesterday he stated to the Prince that the Emperor had been exceedingly angry 
at learning what had passed in the Conference, and was still more angry at the 


suggestion which he (M. Thouvenel) had made to hitm, and that His Majet 
hhad declared that, sooner than submit to the indignity of being tied down in suel 
‘a way as M. Thouvenel proposed, he would act up to. the original Convention, 
‘and bring away his troops at once, leaving to the Porte the whole responsibility of 
what he believed would be the incvitable consequences oftheir withdrawal, 

Now, although this resolation may be partially acted upon in the manner in 
which M- ‘Thouvenel announced it to me, as recounted in my preceding 
despatch, I have reasons for thinking that his Excellency hopes, by the form of 
declaration which he will employ, to intimidate the other Governments, and 
particularly that of Her Majesty, and thus render them more atnenable (6 the 
prolonged stay of the French troops until a Government shall be onganized in 
the Lebanon ; and that if he finds that his scheme docs not sucoced, he will revert 
to the idea of  prolonge! occupation to be terminated under n new Convention 
‘ta fited period: Tt wan under esion that I remarked to. him that 1 
tejoiced to hear that the Council of Minlsters would possibly tako the. prudent 
resolution whieh he had announced to me of preferring the evacuation at the 
time fixed by the Convention of the Sth September to another Convention fixing 
the It of May ax the time, 

M. ‘Thouvenel had hoped to inspire alarm by » brusque change of 
determination, 1 took care that he stiould see thot, as far as 1 was concerned: 
It inspired no ay ‘eeennes whatever. 

Four Loedip ext, tot toe Fight if yu doors, that Texpreieed mylftoo 
itively. 

Posts whatever ma ot eventually rived at, T dor it 
of great consequence that Her Majesty's Government should send, at as enrly 
riod nx will bo safe, a strong naval squadron to tho coast of Syria, We must 
upared for overy sort and kind of intrigue ta, oreato disturbances and to 
rete iena Rete ete latees Har iin Beca soccer Selly coming 
aay, Bat the presence of ith squadron will give condense to the 
will deter them from exercising unnecesiary severity. 

Ie wl equalyressure the populations of hove countriet 

save, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No, 4H, 


Lord J, Ruselt to Kael Cowley. 
(No. 227.) 
My Lond, Foreign Office, February 28, 1861. 

T HAVE to. acquaint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Government 
‘entirely approve the language held by your Excellency in your convereation with 
M. Thouvencl oa the affairs of Syria, wx reported in your despatch No. 268 of 
the 22nd instant, 

Tam, &0, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 435. 
Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J, Russell — (Received February 23.) 


(So. 115,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 13, 1861 
HAVING communicated to Auli Pasha the substance of Lord Dutferin's 
recent despatches, and especially No, 106 the 1th of January, which intimates a 
belief that Fuad Pusha has been restrained from following bis own liberal 
inclinations by the fanatical tendencies of the Porte, his Highness denied this 
accusation in the most direct and positive manner: and as Lord Dufferin docs 
tot spect any particular instances in which the influence thus decribed tins 
teen exercised, I found it impossible to maintain any argument on the subject. 
With respect, however, to two or three pointe conceraing which Lond 
Dufferin generally complained, I brought them under Aali Pasha’s notice. 
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With regard to the confiscation of the property of those Druses who had 
suffered the extreme penalty of the Jaw, Aali Pusha declared himself most 
decidedly hostile to the principle of eonfiseation. But having, ns he said, under- 
stood that the Commissioners had insisted in similar eases on the property of 
‘Mussulmans being confiscated, he had considered that in such ease one rule 
ahoutd be equally applied. 

Fshould add, however, that confiscation is against the laws of the Empire, 
fand'that the fair and just thing would he not to sanction coofiscation with 
respect to the children either of Bruse or Moslem. 

‘As to the indemnity, Aali Pasha said that he considered the sua i 
by M. Ouitrey as's0 enormous that he hail hesitated in consenting’ to it 
when fact of which he seemed: to have been for some time igoorant was poi 
out to hitn, vir., that: nceording to Protoool 14 the 10,000,000 piastres scomed 
reduced t0'64,000,000, he mado no farthur dificulty on the matter. 

It mmy be urged, perhaps, in dofonco of his first abjections that the 
Comminsioners thetnselves ecm to have taken at last the view which was 
originally then by Anli Pasha, wince they appear to have themselves reduced 
the pay whic it waa a ink proposed to nf. 

‘Touching Khootshid Pasha's punishment Asti Pasha declares that Fuad 
vas perfely unfettered at that whe tha pero had Ween condemned tom 
certain punishment by a tribunal, and had had his wentence approved of by the 
Ottoman Commissioner, the Porte could hardly, even if disposed, have altered 
‘such sontence without m great scandal, and also a great lox of prestige to the 
high fanetionary on the spot: 

L have written to Lord Dufferin for farther particulars as to any charges he 
has to bring against this Government, and until I get them, I ean say no more 
thon that T do, aot think, whatever rowy be the other faults of We present 
‘Adminiateation here, it can ‘be changed with fanaticist, 

‘And wow T am on this nubject, I would vonture to draw a distinction 
Ddetween an exaggerated Mussalman fanaticisia and a natoral Musvalman spirit, 

Whilst xtrongly, ax your Lordship is aware, in fhvour of introducing the 
Christian clement into the Ottoman Government, I cannot but admit that we 
must expect a Government chiefly Mussulman, aod a Musaulman Sovereign, to 
have a certain Mussulman tendency. It ix moreover to. be expected. that a 
Government which knows that the only force it can depend upon is Mussulman 
should have w certain desire to retain fale opinion with the Mussulman 
population. 

PAI! this isin the nature of things. What it seems to me-we have to doy bs 
to.aee that the Mussulmian feeling to which Lam alluding ia not carried to any 
excemive o¢ blameable extont ; making a legitimate allowance for the ecowary 
«difference between. what our feelings ax Christians may be towards Christians, 
sod the feelings which the Mussalmans may entertain towards Mussulmans. 

In regan tothe e¥ncuation of Syria, Aali Paaba mata ii an oho 
necessity far the tranquillity of the provines, He ia sonding there, however, 
three regiments of Cavalry, and General Kmety is to have the charge of the 
seovlarmari which being onpnieds 

Tam stil, a» in Lond Duiferin, greatly in favour of a small foreign force in 
‘Tarkistt pay : 1,000 o 1,300 men would suffice. 

Sach a force E think, would furnish a strong moral support and comfort to 
the Chistian, popalaion ; whist it woul aso bea goat moral and material 
help to the Turks, who will otherwise be in critical position, in the excited 
stato which will probably follow the departure of the Freach troops, should any 
{roatles, however losgafcant, ase n't Christian quarter 

A.Turkish oldiery, under such circumstances, might either be so inactive as 
to destroy the prestige of the Government, or, by its action, give occasion to a 
cory Unt now massacres were commencing. 

‘Aali and Rushdi Pisha ecem favourable to the project of which T atm 
speaking, but the ret of the Mininters oppose it! bare Lond Dufferin 
to let me know Fuad Push pe oginon on the sabes 

ave, Be 
(Signed) | HENRY L. BULWER. 





No. 436, 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Bloomfield, 
(No. 29.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, Februory 23, 1861, 

HER Majesty's Government ore glad to find from your Exeellency’s 
telegram of yesterday, that the opinion of the Austrin Cabinet that it should rest 
with the Portealone to decide whether the stay of French troops in Syria should 
be prolonged, has not been altered by what took place at the meting of the 
Conference ia Paris on the 19th instant, Her Majesty's Governineot agree 
entirely in that opinion. 

"As regards the report which appears to hive reached Vicona that the French 
Government, rather than agree 10 any fresh arrangement binding them to 
‘withiraw their troops fro Syria by a day which, though later than that named 
in the Convention of the Sth of September, shoul still be detinitively fixed, 
would profer to withdraw theit troops at once, and to leave with the Porte the 
wtholo responsibility for Ube juences of that mensure, I have to stato to 
‘your Eacellency that if the French Government prefers the Intter alternative, 
‘the adoption of which would immodiately re-establish the Sultan's authority 
in Syria, Her Majesty’s Government would offer no objection to that course, 
although they are wiling, under conditions to bo in a fresh Convention, 
to conseot that th nf tha Eres oop shoal be, prolonged, to the 
Int of May, or even to the Txt of June. 

Fam, &e, 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


No, 497. 


Lord J. Ruarell to Bit HL. Bulwer. 
(No. 101) 
Sir, Foreign Offer, February 23, 1861. 

L HAVE apprized your Excellenoy by telegraph that Her Majenty's 
Government hava been informed that, the Fronch Government may possibly 
dotertaine upon withdrawing tho Rronch troops from Syrin without loss of tine, 

With reference to such a contingency the Porte would do well to instruct 

Pasha to collect tozether a farce sufficient to preserve order in the Lebanon, 
and to nfford protection indiscriminately to Christians and Dravos 
Hacellency has been directed to make @ communication to that effect to the 

‘urkish Government. 
Tak hare wed the tert Cluiatians and Druses for convenience and brevity, 
tut of course | mean to include Jews, Metoalis, and all other subjects of the 
Sultan in Syria. 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 438. 


Lord J. Ruwell to Bir H. Bulwer, 

(No. 112) 
Sir, Foreign Office, February 25, 1861. 

WITH regard to the change of finaticise brought against the Turkish 
Government by Lord Duferin, and noticed in your Excclleney’s despatch 
No. 113 of the 13th instant, Her Majesty's Government. imagine that Lord 
Doiferia docs not intend to charge Aali Pasha oF any particular Turkish Ministers 
with fanaticism, but the Turkish Government in general with yielding to the 
fanotical spirit of the Turks. 5 

‘The ebole, msiortones and. difiultics of Syria ave arisen from the 
connivance of Khoorshid Pasha with the murderers of Deir-el-Kanar, and from 
the cowardice of Achwet Pasha at Damascus, 

“Achinet Push Lins expiated his cowardice with his life. Khoorsbid, after an 
stiampt had been mado by Foad Pasha to retain him ia the Government of 
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Syria, was arrested and broaght to trial. Care was taken to prevent the appearance 
‘of witnesses against him, and he is to be dismissed with a light punishrneat. 

Tedoes not much matter whether the Sultan's Ministers who have thus 
condoned the most guilty of all the accomplices of the Syrian massucres. are 
themselves: fanatical, or whether they are afraid of others who are so. ‘The 
existence of a fanatical party in Turkey cannot be doubted : that this party secks 
to console itself, by murders and massacres, for the advantages given to Christians 
by the Sultan of fate years, appears but too evident. If Fuad Pasha. had been 
instructed to bring all the proofs of Khoorshid’s guilt to fight, Khoorshid’s life 
gould bardly have been savy and his exemplary unlahment would have 
{intimidated the whole fanatical party in Turkey. Whether the Turkish Govern- 
‘ment acted from sympathy with that party, or dread of their opposition, the result 
is equally to be deplored. 

Ifthe Sultan Wishes to employ a small body of Christian troops, he may 
easy male such a body among his own subjects.” But they must be regularly 
aid, oF their fidelity will be doubtful. 

x Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 
— 


No. 439. 


Acting Consul Wrench to Lord J. Russell. —(Received February 26.) 


(No.3) 
My Lord, Damancus, Febrwary 7, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour herewith to transmit to your Lordship two despatches 
addressed to his Excellency Sir Heney Lytton Bulwer, the first dated the Ist 
instant on the re-orgunization of the Great Council of the Pashalic, and the 
second of to-day’s date, being report on the present deplorable condition of the 
Christians still in Damascus. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


Anclonure 1 in No, 49, 
Acting Consut Wrench to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Damascus, February 1, 1861. 

IN my despatch of the 10th January I had the honour to inform your 
Excolloncy that the Pusha was engaged in reorganizing the Groat Medjlic. 
‘With regard to three of the Musiatman members, Osman Bey, Khalil Ney, and 
Dervish Efendi, the eleotion was effected in the follwing manner. About thirty 
persons were broaght to the Serai, and, a candidate boing proposed, they voted 
clther before of agninst him, but es the voters were chosen by the advice of 
Ginan Bey, he and his friend Kbalil Bey were returned with hardly ang 
dissenting voices. Mahmoud Efeadi Hamsi was appointed by the Pasha 
without voting. 

‘Tho Vali, Mohusabageo, Mufti, Cadi, Chief of the Wakuf, and Nufus 
Mahmouri (Chie? Registrar) sit by right, there being also a Jewish, a Cathol 
and a Greek member chosen by their respective sects. Other Ch 
members will be appointed when the numbers of the cominunities require it. 

‘The business te conducted in Turkish, which language is not uniderstood by 
Dervish Efendi, the Jewish or Christian members ; the theee latter sit apart, 
‘and hhardly ever venture a remark. 

‘The Council, not counting extmordinury occasions, meets. three times 
aeweek, ‘The members do not generally assemble until IY o'clock a... Orman 
Bey being in three other Medjlises, and being Sandook Eminch of the Civil 
Government as well as for-the Christians, is always late and sometimes alent i 
‘most of the others also hold some other post under Goverumeat, which iuverlones 
with their regular attendance. When the members arrive cofice, pipes, and 
conversation occupy an hour oF more, the Pasha looks over bis lettersy and the 
business begins, but is interrupted during the day by the members praying at 
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the noon and 3 o'clock calls. If the Pasha is present the sitting continues until 
halfan-hour before sunset, but if his Excellency is absent little is done, and the 
Medjlis breaks up early. “ 

‘The business is dispatched without any sort of order or regularity. A 
Petitioner bas to commence his suit by a bribe to one of the members, his 
‘memorial entering the Council by means of a present to the doorkeeper ; the 
ppropitiated member will bring on the case, the memorial will be read, anid he 
‘explains it to the Pasha. ‘Tho petitioner is then called, his answers are translated 
into Turkish by the said member in the mannee that suits him, and » sentence 
ig at Iongth drawn up, without a very careful examination ioto the rights of the 
Spe. Hf these means are not. exlayed the petition pat on one sie iy the 
clerks, after having satisfied the demand of the doot-keepor, will remain 
forgotten, the petitioner waiting outside the Modjlis for thirty days or more and 
seeing that nothing i done, ie at last obliged to conform to the euvtowe of the 


‘The Vali and Mohs do not receive bribes: but with this exeoption, 
‘and that of Dervish Efendi, the Jewish and Catholic’ members, who aro newly 
inted and do not possess any influence, all the Couacil, including clerks and 
lorteeper, ae open to scoept such sums as the politianers say aa, ast 
‘only means of hoping for a termination to their suits. nae 
‘The Pasha, 1 believe, i not content with the working of the Council as it is 
‘at present conslitated, and itis to be hoped bik Excellency will ace the necessity 
for a thorough change in Its organization. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM 11. WRENCH. 


Inclosure 2 ia No, 439. 
Acting Conrul Wreach to Sir H, Bulwer. 


Sir, Damascus, Febrvary 7, 1861, 

SINCE, I had the honour on the 24th ultima to address your Hxoellency on 
the affairs of Damascus, the weather hax become most wintry ; tho Tonds being 
blocked by the snow we have not been in communication with Heyrout since 
the 25th ultimo, and no nows is received from outside the town. ‘The Christiane 
conrequently have not been Jately alarmed by reported movements amon the 
Druscs and Arabs. Their position, however, ix in. tho highest degree painful, 
‘The Government give them, itis true, two small flat loaves of bread daily pet 

1; some have received no ehnrvoal, and many have exhausted 

h the sirewood i for more than fifty-five daye the) 

from the Goverament, they are obliged to buy provie 

woney they receive going to Hiquidate these. debts 
‘Thus badly clothed, halfstarved, and illsodged, the water in most cases filtering. 
through tbe terraces into their rooms, their suflerings are terrible, and driven to 
desperation it cannot be wondered at that some individuals seek to drown their 

‘eves in druakennexs, . 

‘The bread haw been lightly improved within the last few days, but, made 
from a mixture of barley, wheat, and mire, half-baked, it is still wery unwhole- 
some but before this amelioration it was not fit food for a human being. 

The French Consul is now distributing some eloth. and about 2,000 
sterling ; he will recommence with a similar amount when the first ix exhausted, 
1 hve given away for tho Relief Couuittee within the last week 210 warm 
sheepskin coats, and about 120 blankets to the poorest, besides amall atnounts 
in money to the sick; but this is not much among such « numerous population, 
According to the resisters made by the French Consulate there are upwards of 
9,200 souls, of whom about %700 ave villagers these numbers include the 
Meidan quarter, ot counted in the calculation of Arzouman Eferdl, which I 
Jad the honour to report on the 10th of January. 

i the Christians are forced to remain bere very 
touch against their will.” They hear that at Beyrout the Government allowance 
fg regularly paid, that several Committees are established to look after the 

the refagees, and that private persons do all they eam for them: it is 
hatural, therefore, that they should wish to remove from a place whore their 
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wants are so little attended to. If, when the weather clears ap, anythiog 
remains from the money they are now receiving, I think it will be difficult to 
induce them to stay. The French{Consul told me a few days ago that he should 
tnake no more efforts to this end, as for the last four months he had done all he 
could to retain them, hoping the Turkish Government would have arranged 
something to improve their condition: now, however, that he sees no steps 
taken in thoir behalf, he will no more advise them to stay; his employés, 1 
believe, counsel the receivers of his charity to leave ss soon as they can. 

A Greek Christian, the ageat to recover what articles were found in clearing 
out the ruins of the Greek Patriarchate, last week finding the silver case of a 
‘wateh, kept it with the intention of returning it to the owner; a party of soldiers 
wet him when returning howe, took from him his money and the watch-case, 
illstreated him, and put him in prison, where he remained all night; on being 
taken out he hau! lost his reason, tnd afler a few days died. 

‘Khaled Pasha is gone to the Hauran, with what object is not known. 

It is believed here that the Pasho has granted an amnesty to nine Druse 
Chiefs of the Havran, more than one of whom was implicated in the late 
massacres. His Excellenoy was contemplating such measure; but 1 doubt 
whether he has yet decided on it. = 

ive, ke. 


(Signed) WILLIAM H. WRENCH. 


No. 440. 


M, Thowvenel to the Count de Flahault —{ Communicated to Lord J. Russell by 
the Count de Flahault, February 27.) 


M. le Comte, Paris, le 25 Féerier, 1861. 

LES Pidnipotentiaires de I'Autriche, de In Grande Bretagne, de la Prusso, 
do in Russie, et de In Turquie, we sont reunis aveo moi en Confirence le 19 
Février, pour ¢occuper des affaires de Syrie, et J'ai "honneur do vous onvoyer 
cijoint lo projet de Protocole de cette séance, 

L’Anticle ¥ de Ia Convention signéo lo & Septembre dernier étant_ ainsi 
congus “Lex Hautes Partios Contractantes, convainoues quo co délai sera 
‘suflsant pour atteindre lo but de pacification qu'ellos ont ch vue, Gxent A six 
mois la durde de l'occupation dea troupes Européennes en Syrie,”” Ia ee 
se pomit était cello de savoir ai la conviction des Puissances se troavait justi 
Dar les fait et si Vecuvre i laquelle elles dvaient entendu concourir lear paraiseait 
éellerveut accompli, r 

Tnvité & sexpliquer le premier, on sa qualité de Représentant ds la Puieance 
‘torritoriale, le Plénipotentiaire de Li Turquie a affiemé que Vordre était rétabli et 

jue la Sublime Porte disposait de tous lew udcemaires pour lempécher 

etre troublé. J'ai di contester Ia valeur de cette assertion, et, apres un débot 
dont te Protocole cleannens it les preincipanx détails, son Excellesce 
Ahinet Vefyk Bfondi a déelané que, md par un esprit de conciliation, i se 
aroyalt autor & transmetire A Constantinople a, proposition de polongee 
Yoceupation, wi Yon convenalt d'une date préise, qu'il a ixée, pour tout dai 
‘ou 1 Mai prochain. Avant de se prononcer sur Tuceveil & hire a cette suggestion, 
les Plénipotentiaires ont jugé convenable den vélérer & leurs Cours respectives 
Je viens donc, M. le Comte, vouy exposer quelle est au sujet ls nanigre de voir 
‘du Gouvernement de Empereur. 

Liobligation ob nous sommes de nous expliquer avce une entidre franchise 
ne résulte pas seulement de nos sympathies pour des populations eruellement 
éprouvées, elle découle aussi du mandat que les Puissances ont doané i la France 
fcuk chergpant seole de. pourvoir, en Kur nom comme ou sien, & eavok as 
‘corps expéditionnalre eu Syrie. La confiance méme dont le Gouvernement Je 
VEmpereur a 6té Fobjet do la part de ses alliés lui impose une responsabilité 

lus diwete, et ( no saurait wen dégnger qu’en fuisant connaltre, comme $5 
Taforwations le tui représentent, V'etat uctuel des choses, 

Tax prétence de 108 troupes dans lo Liban n oblenu de prime abord an 
réwultat considérable, Elle a mix fio wux massacres qui renacasent de sétendee 
Wien wuedeld dex régions he por kes Druses ct les Muronites, mais il ne 
‘satfisait pax d’arrttcr Vellusion du xang, il fallait que justice ft faite wax 
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coupables commes aux victimes; il éisit non moins essentiel daviser aux 
moyens de conjurer autant que possible le retour d'événoments semblables ceux 
qui oat <oulevé Tran demnier Cindignation et Ia pitie de Europe. C'est sous 
Yewpire de ces cousidérations multiples que les Puissances, an moment oi! une 
force Européenne était envoys en Syrie, ont décidé qu'une Commission composée 
de lears délégués s'y rendrait éalement pour assures, de concert avee un haut 
fonctionnaire de la Porte, le chitiment merité par les chefs de Tinsurrection, 
fixation de la répartition dquitable des indemnités dues aux. Chrétiens, et enfi 
Tadoption des réformes a introduire dans le régime constitutif de la Montagne. 
On avait évidemment pensé que la restauration de Yordre moral dovait tarcher 
concurremment avec Ia restauration de Horde mutériel et on devenir la garunt 

Un court exposé des fait démontrern «i ce double but a été atteint, 

lcs dew promidna qustion que la Commlaion amit trate, celles des 
Punitions & infliger aux coupables et dos réparations A nccorder aux vietimes, 
‘he sont pas encore réelées ; In troisitine, exlle des modifications & apporter dans 
Vorgauisation du Liban, vient & peive d'etre wbordéo dane les entrotiens 
confidentiels. En un mot, les principales difficultés dont In solution semblait 
Alcessaire pour pouvoir replacee les populations dans des conditions tolérablos 
existence, subsistent presque intactes, 
_, _ Side ces points particuliers on passe & V'examen dle la aituation générale, est 
4 pomible d'y pulser un sentiment de eonfinnce assex cutactérisé pour acceptor 
Jes décarations Gu Plénipotentiire Ottoman et ndmettre quo la SyBe no sit pas 
menaede de explosion d'une crise nouvelle? A Damayles Musulimansnedissimulent 
ni leur ressentiment ni leurs espérances, et ler Chrétiens, devant lox mennces dont 
His sont Vobjet, ne songent quid fuir leurs foyers dévastés et & unger low villes 
du littoral. Les Druses du Liban, qui, au nombre de 3,000 en état de porter les 
‘armies, ont pu traverser lex lignes Turqued et so réunir 4 leurs coreligionnalres 
Su Hhturan, se prepare ouvertement Bl Tate et navent dos alliances ave tex 
Arabes ot tes Métualis. Déjh ils envahieacnt lex villages de la plaine Jusqu'aux 
Portes de Daunns, et leirs incursions ne rencontrent aucun obstacle. La sécurité, 
nals une sécurité destinge A s'évanouir avee son gage, ne rogne que dan los 
Jarties de Ia Montagne ob nous woinmes. | artout ailleurs los crxintes et hs 


went il ont 
rv, de T'aveu 
wis leur refuge du Haurun, plus 
szmatiqoe, pou ewan de religion, Xl pat te qa’d la partic metnagio 
a population, til faut bien le dire, atten iété do olde dle. treate 
moi, peut dtre offerte i I'Europe, dans dox circonstancex aussi eritiquos, comme 
conatituant & elle scule une garantie ordre ot de teauquillité, "La depeche 
‘i-jointe en copie de notre Consul A Dams she dispense de métendre davantaue 
fur ce sujet. Jementionnerai cependant tes intdréte ot Jes alarms du commerce 
Granget dont m’enttetient notre Consal & Beyrout, dans Jo rapport Gulement 
channexé 
Voili, M. Je Comte, le tableau dé T'état netael de choses en Syrio, tol qu'il 
rossort dee informations les plus réccutes parvenuics nu Gouvernement do 
TEnpercor. Je no voux pax prétendre que les autres Puissances doivent 
ecepter, sans les covtrbler par les leurs, Jes donoves que nous tra 
Ageuts, mais on ne xaurait non plas nous demander de déeliner leur jugen 
ricuws Nous autorivent a déelarer que l'ordre 
9 retablis puri Les 
le de In Convention du 5 Septembre 


“ome de son Chef, pour attein 


La prolongation que Je Plénipotentinire Ottoman se montre disposé 

Proposer A sa Cour, sur la demande de la Conférence, modifierait-clle sensible 

tent Ja situation? ' Le Gouvernement de I'Empereur ne le pense prs. A soo avis: 

Vaccomplissement du mandat de justice et de réparation contié & la Conyiuiission 
7™N 
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Internationale, et Ja conclusion d'un nouvel accord des Puissances avec Ia Porte 
au sujet de Torganisation de a Montagne du Liban, pourraient seuls fournir & 
Europe la garantie morale dont elle a besoin pour renoncer, en toute sireté de 
conscience, & la garantie matérielle qu'elle avait cra trouver dans l'envoi en 
Syrie d'un corps de troupes étrangétes. Un déai invariablement fixe a deux 
mois ne permet pas despérer que ce résultat soit atteint, ct si Toccupation 
Européenne ne doit pas durer jusqu’a ce que son objet soit rempli, nous ne 
Yoyons pas, en ee qui nous conceme, de raison plausible pour en demander I 
prolongation. Ie Gouveraeniont de l'Empereur, en effet, ne poursuit eu Syrie 
‘aucun but qui lui soit particulier, et ses intéréts politiques he sont ni plus grands 
fi moindres que ceux de ses alli. 

‘Notre convietion est qu'une entente nouvelle serait austi nécessaire sujourd'bui 
ge'a "oque oi a premidre ae étali. | Pour le bien des populations, poor cela 

le la Porte comme pour celui des Cabinets si directement intévessés A'ce que des 

incidents on Orient ne viennent pas augmenter les difficultés de leur politique 
générale, nous croyons fermement qu'il serait tres grave de livrer aux chances du 
hhasard uno question qu'un sentiment de prévoyance et d’bumanité conseillerait, 
selon nous, dexaminer et de résoudre en commun. Telle est, M. le Comte, 
Vopinion que je développerai dans ta prochaine Conféreace; j’aurai soin 
ailleurs do rappelor encore que le Gouvernement de I'Empereur, Jorsqu’'l 
acoepté la tcho quo les Puissances lui ont dévolue, a expriné le regret qu’elles 
n'y participamont pas an mnéme titre, et jajouterai que nous considérerions 
comme ewntiellenent désirable que Ia réanion d'autres troupes aux ndtres vint 
donner au corps d'oceupation un canetiee réellement Européen et lui permette 
@achover avec promptitude et dans des conditions assurtes de suects Toeavre 
quill a commencée, Si. nos alli ne crolent pas pouvolr partager cette manidre 
te vole, i ln Buble Port. la repoume, It Cenweatlon 3a 9 Septembre, dant 
arrivée’t non terme, Jo devmni déclarer que le Gouvernement do Papercut, en 
exdootion d’an engagement dont accord unanime dex Puisances Contructanten 
aaumit eu seul la force de le relever, n'eatend pas rotarder le départ dees troupes 
au deli du temps nécosalre pour Velfectuce, et dcline pour 58 part la responsa- 
Dilité dex dvimements, 

‘Vous étes wutorisé, M. le Comte, A donner lecture do cette dépéche it Lord 
John Russel ae 

8, Se. 
(Sign) THOUVENEL. 


No. 441, 


Earl Cowley to Lord J, Rusvell.—(Received February 27.) 
(No. 276, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, February 25, 186, 

HAVE the honour to inclow herewith another article irom the ‘* Journal 
des Débats " of yesterday, relating to tho affairs of Syrin. 

T took some trouble to ascertain the name of the author of the article from 
the same journal which {transmitted in my despatch No. 205 ofthe 7th inwtant. 
1 was informed that it was a Captain Reybaud ; but I esnnot shut my eyes 
entirely to the fact that one of the writers in the Débats" js M. Fleury, 
M. Thouvenel’s brotherin.law. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY- 


Inclosure in No. 441. 
Extract from the “Journal des Débate” of February 24, 1861. 


LA Conférence proposé par M. Thouvenc! dans sa déptelie circulaire du 
18 Jaovier dernier sur les aires Je Syne s'est réanie d Paris ly a quelques 
jours. 
pe dai de six mois fxé par Ia Convention da & Septembre, 1860, poor lx 
durée de l'intervention Européenne dans Ie Liban expire le 5 Mars prochain 
Sans prendre aucune résolution définitive, on assure que la Conférence >'est 
journée & six semaines, en maintenant le stalu quo, Nowe tonous d'autant plus 
A prendre acte de co premior nivultat acquis A fa. protogation de Matervention, 
que nous le yoyons tout autremout interprété par los journaux Anglais auxqucls 
‘on est convenu dattribuer tno importance exceptionnelle. 
Eo essayant dernidrement do démontrer dans oo journel, d'accord avce toute 
Ja presse impartiale et éelairée du Continent, la nécesité de prolonger occupa 
jon Francaise ca Syric sous peive d'y voir recommencer les mussicres ot «'y 
laissor Tanarchie, nous n’avions pas expéeé convaincre tous nos alliés, parmii 
il en est qui sembleat résolus & ne rion voir et A ne rien entendre : tant 
ve a pasion politigae, qu'on agpelle jlo 
égaro 1a raison, conopriine le cowir, et fnit par denature jus 
loa meitleura rapports et lox meilleurs sentiments. 
‘Nous ne voulons rien dire, quelque provoqués. que nous soyons, qui pui 
essemblee i de Ia suauvalse huneur ; Hous avons trop raison, nous ne hous donne 


oD, 
jeux que les ealetils les 
‘entralier: ce sont son 


inations 
sympathies 


ses malheurs ot vos fates 

‘Cosas pos cam oucin QuYst promitros lignes de cet article nous avons 
appelé “intervention Européenne ” Vintervention Francaise en Syrie. Il noux 
setuble important de ne pas perdro de vue une situation qui n'a pas te erée par lo 
Gouvernoment de TEinpereur, mie acceptée par Tui, N'écoutant que lex 
sentinents dont nous partions tout & Vheure, et qui font sa gloine ot mx force, la 
France edt pu, sux premitres nouvelles dee massacres, et sans attendre 1a fin dea 
dlibérations, faire puetir ses soldats, avant-garde de Zurope en Orient, champions 
toujours les premiers préts do ta Chrétienté. . 

‘Nous ne redirons pas pourquoi elle w attendu, et comment on lui m reproché 
d'etre arrivée trop tard. Mais il eat bon do faire resportir ce qui est résulté de 
cette attente, de cette condescentlance regrettable & tant de titres, Hen est 
résulté qne Moterveation, de Francaise quelle était par Pinitiative comme par lo 
drapeay, est devenue unc Mission de confiance définge par TBurope a In Franec, 
La France alors a pris a la charge de son honneur, do son sang, et de son oF, la 
‘cessation des massacres, Ia réparation pour le passé, ln responsabilité de Vavenic. 

LEurope, pas plus que la France, ne peuvent alandouicr leur couvre 
inachevée. Ceux qui pritendent y mettre un torme quand inéme, ne sont-its 
pas coux-iA précisément qui ont imposé le délai de six mois, ne voulant pas voir 
quiune limite prévae d'avance & une Mission de cette nature serait nécessaire- 

ent un des plus grands obstacles ‘ son accomplissement et A son suce 

Aussi n'est-oe pas une prorogation it délai déterinin€ qu‘il convient, selon 















































‘ous d'accorder 4 intervention Européense en Sprie, mais bien une prorogation 
usqu'h nouvel ordre; c'est-avdir, sans autres limites que la certitude aeytie: de 
In paix, & defout de onion, rétable et axsurée dans le Liban sous une administra: 
tion nouvelle, impartale et forte, approuvée et yaruntie par les Puissances. 

Mais comment ingpirer aux uns la confiance, aux autres la cruinte, faire 
accepter A tous Ia justice, si You nous voit divisés au point d'en étre, apres 

(matted iscater, comme on le fat de V'autre e&té da Detroit, si ce ne sont pas 
les Chetiens qui ont mavsaeréles Druses et si ce ne sout pas les Francais qui en 

Ek Pemilant co temps toutes les. correspondances d'Urient, olfcielles ov 
privée, Gaites dase tontes les langues, écanant de toute les sourocs, #uccordnt 

A prisonter lo départ du corps W'oceupation comme le signal certain de nouvean 
ot plas mnglants wnamacres, Dg les Druses et les Mi ws fanatiques dos 
ve ccoumess par cos coupables sympathies trop avomée, dent haatemeat 

{hie Thre approche of ils oot reprendro lear csuresinterrompue, Vextermins- 

amiss doe Tore, plas ca moins complices en tout ceci, sobstinent & nice Ix 
uinidte qui dclalne leur irpraisonss et leur complicité, cela peut ne pas nous 

Gonwer ; mais qu'il we trowy Ges Cheéiiens & Londres plus Turea qu’h Constan. 

tinople, cela fait plus que nous &onner, cela nous afflige profondéaeat. 

D'ncoord, avant de Ia connuttee, aves In déptehe de M. Thoavenel, qui 

Inisse aucun doute sur te désintéresserment de ly France dans la question 

Syrie, nous dimandions dernidroment qu'une partio des troupes dloceupati 

foment fournie pr fe Pulses signatalres de Ia Convention de Pur 

Anjounl'hut uous ferons plus encore? Hous pro Madjoindre aux 
soldat ‘loc soldats Pramicns ct Anglals de peléreace h tous suttey, ada 
que Yom vole st d’honndtes Protestants ct do bons Catholiques ne peuves 

entendre, en. dpi ions du. Li 

quelque communion ° 

1 réviprogueront 

Co nent pax sans oe sranda tristesse que nous nous sommox vas foreés le 
reven question oi les faits partent d'eux-inémes avec la plox douloureuse 
loquence; mais lorsqu’on les dénaturo ow qu'on les nie, quand le mensonge 

venice do privaloir sur la vérité, it c'est pas permis de se taite. 

vyeg Natea de diicles ct imporintes questions ne se dressent-éllos pas devant 

Europe en ce moment, questions de droits et de devoirs, de justice et U'honacar, 

de paix ow de guerre, pour que sur une question d’humanité avant tout, dos 

Pulsances qui se disent Chrétiennes et alliées nient Ia sagowo de sentendre? 





No. 442, 
Earl Cowley to Lov J, Ruspell-(Received February 27.) 
(No. 978, Confidential.) 


My Lord, Paris, February 26, 183 

Lond, arin, February 26, 1881 

THE Turkish Ambassador called upon me this moruing. He «uid that he 
hhad received wm tolegratn from his Government, approving his conduct in the 
Conference on Syrian nffise which took place on the 19th fastant: but L regret 
{to add, that his conversaticn afterwards showed him to be disposed to extend the 
petiod of French occupation to any time that may be azreeble to the French 
Government, provided only that that time is fixed by a new Convention, 

Velyk Evendi stated the position of hin Government to be thi 
Inust keep on terms with the Preach Government, inorder 10 prev 
comfiture of tho Miréx osm. Tf the Porte eundot obtain ‘adv 
Ranks of France to mcct the engacements which it hat contracted. counting 0 
the proceeds of the lonn, ruia will be the consequence. Iie needless, he. cays, 
to romark, that with ruin at Constantinople, the Turkish Government cannot 
count 0 sina tangy i Syria ny wher ce 

Now, itis in the power of the Freach Government, Vefyk Efeodi states, to 
discount the bills of the Ottoman Treasu it is perfectly clear to. me 
Velyke Efendi will not willingly oppose oy conditions relative to "Sy wath 
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‘which the French Government may couple the accommodation which they may 
ive, though he may be compelled to do so, should Her Majesty's Government 
‘maintain their present attitude. 

Toobserved to Vefyk Efendi, that Her Majesty's Government had just reason 
to complain of the conduct of the Porte. It was, I said, on the repeated solic 
tations of M. Musurus, that Her Majesty's Government had insisted, with the 
French Government, ot the fulfilment of the Convention of the Sth Septomber ; 
and now I found the Ports's Ambassador at Paris ready to agree to that. which 
the Porte's Ambassador in London had begged Her Majesty's Government to 
aid in preventing, numer, the prolonged aocoption of Syria.” Bu it way abso- 
lutely necessary, I continued, that I should know where { was, and I therefore 
bowed to inquire ix xo many words, whether he (Velyk) was prepared to consent 
toa longer prolongation of the occupation than tho Ist of June. 

Vetyk Eteodi replied, that if it was nectar, be should not objet toa 
term alittle beyond the Ist of June, and which “litte,” in the mouth of a Turk, 
may mean anything, 

‘Your Lordship will sco that 1 am necessarily. obliged to refer to you for 
further instructions, Until I receive them I neither like to commit Her Majesty's 
Government nor myself further in the line which we have followed until now, 
nor, on the other hand, can I take upon myself to make the leust further conces- 
sion. _Unier thei eircumtances I aid not allude the Syrian question when 1 
‘eas with M. Thouvenel this afternoon, wnd be was equally roxorved with me. 
His time has been #0 much taken up with tho Senate and other matters wince 1 
saw him on Friday, that neither Lnor any of my colleagues are aware of the 
resolution taken by the Council of Minixters om Saturday. 1 purposely abstained 
from asking hin myself this afternoon, but T sball earn it in the course of the 

ng, an inform your Lordship by telegraph. 

The point. on which I chiety desire to reodive your Lardship's inatructio 
is, how fur I am to advise or to oppose the Porte's Representative ; 
war Lordship, at the xame time, of my conviction that everything that I may 
say to Vetyk Biondi will be repeated to M, Thouvenel. 
Thaye, &e. 


Signed) COWLEY, 


No, 443. 
Earl Couey to Lord J, Russell —(Received February 27.) 


(No 280. Confidential) 
My Lond, Paris, February 26, 1861. 

MET my Prosiaa colleague in, AM “houreuel’s waitingromm, this 
afternoon, and he told me that he believed that M, ‘Thouvenel was more 
isposed to agreo to a fixed dato within which the prolonged French occupation 
of Syria must cease, than be had been m few days ogo, Count Pourtales 
believed that his Excellency was aboot to nddress w despatch on the subject to 
the Emperor Representatives with the Great Pow. 

Count Pourtales then proceeded to develop a plan which lie conosived 
might be ageced to by all parties. He concurred in opinion with. Hor Majesty's 
Government that a period for the evnevation of Syria must bo fixed by a 
Conveution ; but let that period, he said, be suliciently distant to make it eortain 
that the teorgunization of the Lebanon, for which the French Government 
contended, will have been accomplished. He contemplates, therefore, a longer 
elay than tho Ist of June. He suggested farther, that w clause should bo 
introduced into the new Convention, binding the French Government to with- 
‘draw, at the demand of any other Power or Bowers, such m number of the 
Frorch troops of occupation as the Power or Powers might, be willing to replce 
by contingents of its or their own. Count Pourtales added that he wos not 
‘antonished Unt the French Goycrament should hesitate nt withdrawing their 
troops, for it was impossible not to fear the o¢currence of fresh maxscres op 
their departure. A 

Teould only repeat to Count Pourtales what I have so often said before, 
hat danger of fre disorders will always exist, ad tat it was for the Porte, 
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and not for Europe, to decide whether foreign aid was required for their 
repression. 

With regard to his sugzestion, { said that Her Majesty’s Government 
having throughout these discussions ‘maintained that there was no connection 
whatever between the Convention and the reorganization of the Goverament of 
the Mountain, could not be expected to. agree to a. prolongation of the occupa- 
tion on the pln tht that orgtaition ad not been as yet flected, and as 0 
the French Government being bound to withdraw a part of these troops at the 
detpand of aay other Power willing to replace them, said, that would rocrly 
be a stipulation upon poper, as Her Majesty's Government was the only one 
that could well profit by it, and they were Not likely to stultify themselves by 
aiding in prolonging an occupation which they condemacd . principle. 

have, te. 
(Signed) " COWLEY. 





No. 444, 
Lord J. Russell to Borl Cowley. 


. Foreign Offce, February 27,1861 
1B French Ambassador rend to me yesterday a despateh from M.'Thouvenel 
‘00 the affairs of Syria, 

BM. Thouvenel relates what took place in the Conference, aod stan that 
the Ottoman Ambassador declared his Soversign to be rendy to answer ot present 
for the tranquillity of Syria. but that he was prepared to rofer to Constantinople 
* propo fr the prolongation ofthe occupation til the Int of May. 

M1. Thouvene! proceeds to give various reasons why this prolongation for 
this teri would be deesued 4 utficient by the Fresch Government. He 
dwells wt length on the danger of muasacre, the apprebeosions felt by the 
commercial clisses, English ax well as others. the shortcomings of the Comniasion, 
‘and the absence of any govern the Mountain. 

‘The despatch proceeds to say that the Emperor is willing to agree to the 
combination of Austrian, Russian, Prussian, or British troops, with tho of 
France in Syrto., I that if no agreeinent can be arrived at he would conform 
to the terms of the Convention of September, and otver the immediate 
exacuation of Syria by hix troops. 

‘There are two conclusions which ray be fairly deduced from this despatch. 
‘The firs in, that Fronce is perfectly willing that the foreign oocupation of Syria 
should be Ku fumished, in short, by a mixed force, and not one 
exclusively Fi the second is, that the occupation contemplated is one of 
indefuite duration. Its continuance ts to Uepeod on uncertaid contingencies 
the agreement of five oF six Comminionery of different ations ; their akill in 
‘organising a Government ; the efficiency of the ‘Turkish authorities ; the 

ble disposition of Maronites and Druses towards euch other. 

‘There appear to Her Majesty's Government several insuperable objections 
to such an armogement. ‘Tho Maronites and Druses are two fierce tribes who 
fare constantly indulging their implacable hatred against each other, ‘The 
Marosites havo killed in cold blood in the last fow months a number of Druse 
men, women, and children. ‘The Druses revenge themselves by sacking and 
hurning o Maronite village. What isi foreign force to do in these circumstances? 
If the Commander undertakes to tey aac punish the offenders, he assumes all the 
duties und responsibilities of the internal wnigistration of the province. If he 
reftoing from interference, the foreign occupation is justly charged with leaving 
erie and outrage unpunished, 

Another fatal oljcetion to this course fs that the suthority of the Sultan is 
gradually woakenet! to sich i degree that it ean never be restored. The Sultan, 
no doubt, felt this danger when he directed his Ambassador to ask for the 
evacuation. 

Her Majesty's Government were quite ready to concur with the Ottoman 
Ambassador in prolonging the European occupation to the Ist of May. They 
are willing to ndmit that the present suggestion of the Imperial Governwent 
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‘excludes any suspicion that France wishes her own troops alone to occupy 
Syria. 

“But seeing all the evils of an indefinite occupation by foreign troops, they 
prefer, without hesitation, the immediate evacuation according to the terms 
Of the Convention of the 5th September to that indefinite oceupation, 

Her Majesty's Government have always considered the question of the 
‘Commission 0s 8 question quite separate from that of the foreign oceupation. 

‘The dificolty for the Commission ix to obtain unanimity, and if that is 
required, no time can be fixed when it may be obtained, ‘ 

But if M. Thouvenel will agree that a majority shall bind tho minority, the 
business of the Commission may be finished in u fortnight, The sentence upon 
the Druses has been pronounced, and the exeoutions of Damascus nocd not be 
revived. 

Te would be a task beyond the power of any Commision to appease the 
hatreds of Maronites and Druses. But the foar of a renewed occupation will nct 
ax well upon the Turkish authorities ax upon the hostile tribes ; and the presence 
of the French army in SyHa in 1860-will have stayed the progress of massacre, 
aad inspired a wholesome dread for the future 


Lam, 


Ke, 
(Signed) J, RUSSRLL, 


PS—Your Excellency will read thin dexpatch to M. Thouvenel, and will 
give him a copy of it if desired. 





No. 443 


Lord J, Russell to Barl Cowley. 

(No. 239.) 
My Loni, Fareiyn Office, February 28, 186) 

ON reading over again your Excollency’s dexpatch No, 254 of tho 19th 
instant, T have to may that Her Majouty's Government will not object to fx the 
duration of the Convention to the Ist of May, it being understood that the 
Commission are to decide forthwith by a moajority as to the future government of 
the Letunon ; and that, if necessiry, the Conference ray meet again in Aprily in 
onder to receive the Report of the Commission, 

‘Her Majesty's Government are not propared to sanction the continuance of 


the foreign occupation till the Ist of June. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 





No. 446. 
Earl Coyeley to Lord J. Russell.—(Received Moreh 2.) 


(No. 309.) 
My Lond, Paris, March 1, 1861. 

THAD the honour to receive thie morning your Londship's despatches 
‘Nox, 238 and 239 of the 27th and 28th ultimo, relative to the Syrinn question, 

Tread the former of those, na desired, to M. Thouvenel, and at his request 
Ihave furnished hios with a copy of it. 

M. Thouvevel said that he concurred in your Lordship's opinion that it 
would be exevedingly dificult to obtain naniinity of sentiment among tho 
members of the Commission sitting at Beyrout. He could not, he continued, 
desire M. Béclard to nubmit to the decision of the majority on points on which 
he entertained a conscications opinion, but he had written to him to say that as 
it was not the Bryrout Commission which was fo settle the future government 
‘of the Lebanon, their province being confined to offering advice with respect to 
it, it was not in his judgment necessary that their Report should represent an 
unanimous cotilusion. All that M. Béclard need do would be to state hie own 
opinions ia the Heport. ‘The Report might then be sent to Constantinople, and 
the had no doubt that the Porte and the Representatives of the Great Powers 
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would soon settle the points on which there might he a difference of feeling 
among the Commissioners. 

With respect to the raain question at issue, naroely, the evacuation of Syria, 
M. Thouvene! its soon as the other Representatives should be in posses- 
sion of their new instructions he would summon another Conference, but he 
gave me to understand that his own occupations, and the necessity of attending 
the discussions in the Senate, would retard the reassembling of the Conference 
until the middle of next week, and he expressed the hope that this delay would 
that be objected to by your Lordship. 

On returning home it struck me thot the Conference ought not to meet 
later than the Sth instant, as the Convention of the Sth of September will expire 
‘ow that day, 

T should be gled if your Lordship would inform me by telegraph of your 
wishes on this poi 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 





No. 447. 
Bart Coley to Lord J, Russell, (Received March 2.) 


No. 310. Confidential) 
My Lotd, Paris, March 1, 1861 

WITIL reference to my proceding despatch I have the honour to state, that 
I had yesterday. and. to-day some confidential conversation with M. ‘Thourenel 
with reapect to the solution of the Syrian question, M. Thouvenel’s object. wna 

luce me to consent to the prolongation of the occupation until the Ist of 

T sald that your Loniship’s instructions were imperative as to the ocete 
‘ceasing on the Ist of May. 

But, as I had reinarked in your Lordship’ telegram of the 23rd ultimo to 
Lord Bloomfield, copy of which was inclosed in your Lordship's despatch No, 2231 
of the 28rd ulti would ject, under conditions, to. profong 
the stay of the Thouvenel, withe 
‘out, however, giving his Excellency any intimation that this prolongation ‘might 
be posible, ‘what guarantee he could fee that the troope would then be 
positively withdrawn, 

M. Thouvenel replied that short Convention might be drawn up, simply 
stating that, ater an exchange of opinions, the Plenipotentiaries had come to 
the conclusion that the occupation might be usefully prolonged for three 
months, and that it was accorlingly %0 prolonged. You will thus,” said 
ML. Thouvene), “have it in your own hands to constrain us to go.” “ Yes,” I 
replied, “but probably to be mot by the same arguinents for staying as you are 
making use of now."" 

M. Thouvenel sid that he could not consent to sign a Convention which 
would declare before the whole world that under no circumstances could the 
termis of the Convention be further prolonged. It would be derogatory to 
France to doso. “But will you," I asked him, “give me in writing, for the 
satisfaction of Her Majesty's Government, n declaration that your troops shall 
have retired by the Ist of June?” *T cannot do that,” rejoined M. Thouven 
“hut Twill, {you please it, give you a declaration in weiting that the troops shall 
be withdrawn ti soon ws ever there shall be an organised Government in the 
Lebanon.” 

replied, that SL. Thouvenel mast be well aware that three months would 
more than sullice to enable the Porte to establish a Goverament in the Lebanon, 
ino obstacles were fo be thrown in the way by foreign Powers, “But the fact 
is.” I said, " you want to have everything your owa way, and the more conces- 
sions we make, the more you require of us, ‘The reason why Her Majesty's 
Government were desirous of avoiding the occupation altogether last. year 
‘was. under the apprehension that it would lead to the consequences 
which we now see. And even now they are willing to meet. your wishes 
for a prolongation of the oceupation; but they must be assured that this 
concession is not to lead to further demands, You will not meet them half 


way. Wel, then, there is nothing for it but to abide by our original engage- 
met iL Thourenel replied that he agreed with me thut three wonths ought to 
suffice for the reorganization of the Government of the Lebanon, and that if he 
demurred to any positiveengagement that the French troops would he withdrawn 
‘within that time, it was because a state of things might arise in the meanwhile 
which might render, by the common consent of all the parties interested, that 
evacuation impossible. Why not, then, extend. the period of occupation in the 
way which he had suggested, and which, he repented, put it in the power of 
Her Majesty's Government to enforoe the withdrawal of the troops whea that 
should have expi 

Tt would be a wasto of tine to prolong this despatch further, My answer 
‘was a mere repetition of what I had said before, for in truth. there ix, nothing 
ow to be : ae 23 

T have not, made use of the suggeation: mentioned in, your Lordships 
despatch No. 239, becara I feel sure that it will nob mect with the assent of 
the French Govertment. 

M. Thouvenel gave me fo anderstand. that some proposal for the prolongn- 
tion of the occupation for thice montht would be made by the Prussian 
Plenipotentiary atthe ensuing Conference. Unless otherwise instracted, 1 
shall continue to insist on the lat of May being the time beyond which Her 
Majesty's Governioent will not agree to prolong it. 





No. M48, 


Lord J. Russell to Burl Cowley. 
(No, 24% 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 2, 1861. 
ON readi 


hich it now stands, Tt appears, therefore, to Her Majesty's Govornmont that 
the better course will be rite le by the Convention as it stands. 

"The opinion of the Turkish Government bas already been stated, The 
Saltan has’ declared, through his Representative nt Paris, that Hix Imperial 
‘Majesty is ready to undertake the protection of the inhabitants of the Lebanon 
of all races and creeds. 5 

‘Such being the case, and the proposal for a prolongation to the Iat of May 
having been rejected by M. Thourenel at the last Conference, your Excellency 
is instructed not Lo agree to any prolongation of the occupation sanctioned by 
‘the Convention of the Sth of September, , : 

fam, Be. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL, 


eS Se Eee 


No. 449. 


Lord J. Russell (o Bart Cowley. 
(No. 248.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 2, 1861. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 247 of this date, relating to the evacun- 
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No, 450. 


Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin, 
(No. 72.) ate 
Helena eva Foreign Office, March 2, 1861. 
appears your Lordship's telegram of the 25th ultimo, which 
reached me this morning, that you Ta Gin to tic conheicbtias iseteidena 
m a the trial of Said Bey Djumbiot at Beyrout had failed to establish 
EE In uch arats Hy things 1 fsnnet doubt that your Lordship would have 
lerposed to prevent the execution of the sentence of death passed ‘that 
Chief by the Tribunal by which he was tried; and Her Majesty's Goverment 
front that your efforts, although made on your own responsibility, will have 
proved succesful 
link it nevertheless right to instruct you, without a moment's 
insiat with Fuad Pasha that Seid Bey Djumblus shall not be eoreutede eet 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 





No. 451, 


Lord J, Russell to Sir H. ir. 
ach tussell to Sir HL. Bulwer 
My me 5 Foreign Office, Murch 2, 1861. 

iT from a telegram of the 25th ultimo, which reached me this 

morning, thet Lord Dufferin had come to the conclusion that the ‘cine 
s og on the trial of Said Bey Djumblat at Boyrout had failed to establish 
suit, 

In such a stato of things T cannot doubt that Lord Dufferin will have 
{interposed to prevent the execution of the sntence of death passed upon that 
Chief by the Tribunal by which be was tried; aud Her Majesty's Government 
frost that hi effort although made ow his own. responsiblity, wil have proved 

ful. 

T have thought it nevertheless right to instruct Lord Doiferin, without 
moment delay, to est wth Fun Tash that Said Bey Djorblat shal wa te 
© i and your Excellency, as I have instructed by telegraph 
de, will make x communion tothe same ete tothe Ports 2S 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No. 452, 
Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Rusvell—(Reeeiced March 2.) 


Constantinople, February 15, 1861. 
1 HAVE informed Aali Pasha, in obedience to 
the Sth instant that Her Majesty's Government are of opin 
of one or two Bre Chiefs implicated in the massacre of Christians would eaisty 
Public justice and thatthe Fronch Govermeat concurred in this opin 
Highnes telegmpbel at once to Fuad Pasha upon the saject, and 1 
kewine communicated your Lordship’s telegram to Lord Dutferin with the least 
posible delay. + 
0, Ke. 


(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


No, 453. 


Sir H. Bulwer to Lord J. Russell. ~ (Received March 2.) 
(No. 132.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 18, 1861. 

FOR tho last few days the French Ambassador has boon actively employed 
in endeavouring to advise the Porte to desist rom its demand for the immediate 

of Syria, aod, if 1 am rightly informed, nothing has been spared to 
effect this objec 

Your Lordship will remember that long before » Joan was contracted in 
France I pointed out the probability that such a loan would, if the Turkish 
finanoes were uot otherwise arranged, be probable oceurrence, and that if it 
finally took place it would give tho French Government an immense hold over 
this one. 

“The Ottoman Ministry has in fact boon led to imazine that the recent refosal 
of the Bank of France to discount the bills of M. Mirés. ix connected with. the 
evacuation of SyFin, and that on its deeision will depetd the fuilitioe it roxy meet 
with in regard to its inonetary difficulties 

‘his view of the matter, whether correct oF not, has not becn lost sight of by 
those who have felt an. interest in eognging the Grand Virice and Anti Pash to 
depart from their frst intentions; and at.one moment especially, aftera dospatch 
from Ahmet Vefyk Efendi, stating that France, Raia, and Prussia, would insat 

10 tho prolongation of the occupation, 1 thought it not ualikely that the Turkish 

Cabinet would abandon its design of demanding the immediate execution of the 
‘Treaty of September, and consent, without making such a demand, to a certain 
prolongation of the Frenich occupation. 

T thought it right, however, to inform Aali Pasha clearly of the mainer in 
which J should regard auch conduct. 

T said that ifthe Sultan's Goveroment were not certiin of maintaining the 
tranquillity of Syria, then it ought frankly to say 0 and enter into armogements 
suitable to soch a condition of things; but that if,on the contrary, it retained the 
conviction it had so often x that the provence of a French wemy in Syxia 
rather provented than fayoured the settlement of that country, then it was bound 
io daty, both to its own subjects and to Europe, to declare its opinion without 
reserve, and require the honest execution of the engagements that had been 
catered into with It, 

T added that Aali Pusha had to remember that be hnd for some time past boon 
constantly urging Her Majesty's Goveramnt to support the determination on 

subject which, after due deliberation, he sald he had maturely arrived at 

‘but a few days since he had told mo, in the most distinct and positive 
manner, that nothing could induce him to «werve from that determination, und 
that, consequently, it the Porte, after Imving thos engyged your Lordship to 
support its policy, were now, without some clear and powerful reason (such a 
setse of its owt insufficiency to maintain order) to ebango that policy, it would 
thereby rouse the indignation of thove who It had deceived, and induce thea 
{to connider that all reliance on oF foterest in It was for tho future out of the 
question. 

‘Aili Pasha said that bik resolutions had undergone no change ; but that it 
was alvo to be copsidered that the Franch. had come, professedly as ttionds, to 
osist the Sultan, and that, consequently, the Sultan's Gavernmont did not. like 
to behave in a manner that could fairly be considered unfriendly or offensive. 

His view, therefore, was to persist in demanding the immediate evacuation ; 
butt allow of «short ley if valid reasons were brought forward ig. favour 

it 

Finally, im a long conversation 1 bad with his Highness tast night, relative 
to this wntter, the conclusion was this: fret, that the Ottoman Ambassador 
should demand the immediate evacuation, and say that the Porto was ready to 
take the responsibility of maintaining order. and peace in Syriné secondly, thit 
the evacuation being ouce decided on and ngrecd to, the mode of executing it 
would then be considered : thirdly, that if at that time the Frenoh Government 
were to prove the impossibility or great danger und inconvenience of the whole 
of the Fronch force being at once and immediately eabarked, that the Turkish 
Ambassidor at Puris, afler consulting with Her Majesty's Ambassador, with 
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wi on account of the agreement of opimion between the two Governments, he 
ogee PEt foe orn 
months for the complete evacuation of the Ottoman territory —which evacuation, 
however, should commence immediately, and take place continuously, and with 
‘as little delay as circumstances admitted of. i 

It strikes me, upon the whole, that this is not a bad one: on 
the one band, the Porte will demand the immediate evacuation of Syria, and 
declare its readiness to assume the responsibility of governing it; on the other 
‘hand, its claim in this respect being fully established, it will not carry that claim 
into execution with an abruptness which France, considering all the eireumstances, 
might regard as unnecessary and hostile. : 

‘But T think it most material that the imunediate evacuation should be 
demanded and consented to us the first step in the proceeding; that any delay 
in evacuating should be justiGed by an adequate motive, and confined within a 
short and precise period ; and that, morcover, it ehould commence at once, 
and thus afford a proof that it is intended bond fide to complete the arrunge- 

the time specified. 

eed er Lal 1 telegram wie iT vent 10 Lond Cowley thie 
morning on this subject, Aali Pasha having approv its cont sot 
mistake can, 1 a aa ws to the course which the Porte has enjoined its 

\bassador to ado, 
- repens ae ia ot jerview on Sunday night, sent another 
teogram to Abmet Voy, enoning him pecially to ace Lord Cowley, and act 
moc us posible in contormiy with the views of his Lordhip. 
(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER, 


I mn Prokesch hat received information that his Government 

at oe Ge Eyren omni, Woes eres hary bts sone mistake ns to 

{Ferri denpatch: and am inclined to think that por, at eat of te infor 

tion which the Porte got was from M. de Lavalette, but the name of Vefyk was 

mentioned—tho Porte believing what it had heard, but not liking to state the 
real source of its intelligence. sae 


Tnolosure in No. 453. 
Sir H. Bulwer to Kart Cowley. 


(Translation) Constantinople, February 18, 1861, 2 a.s. 
1 HAVE, just xeon Anti. Instructions are given to Vefyk to insist 
on the fulGlinent of the Treaty and to declare the Porte ready to assume alone 
the ibility of governing Syria, without a foreign force. ‘This point 
tecsblhe, if any iiultin asl the focant evacation are stare, Vey ato 
allow two months for its gradual accomplishment, but the whole force to have 
Jeft Syria veithin that time. Velyk is to consult with you on this point, 
French Ambassador wanted the Porte not to insist on the evacuation 
in the first instance, but to agree at once to defer the departure of the French 
"Thi Aali declined. 
Will you inform Lord Jobat 
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No. 454, 
Lord Bloomfeld to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 4.) 


Vienna, February 28, 1861. 

SHORTLY after receiving your Lordship's teleeram of the instant, 1 

tet Count Rechberg, and told his Excellency that Her Majesty's Government 

agreed with the Austrian Government, that it was for the Porte to decide as to 

the necessity of a prolonged occupation of Syria. I also stated to his Excellency 

that if the occupation were continued till the Ist of June, it thould be done 

under conditions, and with a view to the complete restoration of the Sultan's 
authority in Syri 


‘and your 
doxpateh 
wert with 


As to any future discussions In this 
matter, 


His Bxcolleney said that on the tsing of the Conference held at Pain I 
Week, in which the Turkish Plenipotentiagy “npg eomtred 
‘occupation of Syria beyond the term atipulat 
forrerfally supported in this opi by 
sent for Prince Metternich wad t Plenipotentiy, to propo tat 
return home on tho Ist of 


e Int of June, 

tion, Count Rechberg said, had not boon agreed to by tho Biperor, and 

Endo ttten (os ee ground. en 1 last saw his Lach he won unable 

to give me eny further indication of the projects of the French Government, 

His own wishes on the subject, however, appear to be stnple enough, ity 16 
‘oppose any unnecessary prolongation of the occupation, 
Ihave, &o, 

(Signed) BLOOMFIELD, 


No. 455. 


Lard A. Laftus to Lord J, Rasell-—(Received March 4,) 
(No. 42) 
My Lord, Berlin, March 2, 1861, 
Prince de Ia Tour d'Auvergne, the French Minister at this Court, hay 
communicated to Baron Schleinitx a despatch from his Governtent riers to 
the discussion which had taken place 7 oe Inte Conference held at Paris with 
Fespect to the prolonged occupation of Syria, and explainiug the gerade 
‘Hlch the French Corerament propred thet meee Pmci4s th grounds on 
‘As a copy of this despatch (which appeary to bear the character of » 
probably bhave been placed in your Lordship's hands. it i not 
yy for me to refer to it further than to remark that it ie both; moderate 
‘and conciliatory in substance and in tone. 

In conversing with Baron Schl ‘on this question, his Excellency 

remarked tis re were two pints on which the Prksan Cabinet agreed with 
fer Majesty’« Government, ere were two. poitte when. they 
concurred with the French Government. Press ‘ 

‘The two former were:— 

1. They considered that  srictly-defined lit should be assigned to that 
ccupstion and, 

2. That the decision with respect to the prolonged oceupation must he 
determined by unanimity, and not by the majority of the votes, tn. the 
Conference. 

Baron Schleinitz farther maintains the opis tion that the occupation cannot 
he prolonged without the consent of the Sultey 
7Q 
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‘The two points in which the Prussian Government concur with France 

1. They recognize m connection between the Commission and the Conven- 
tion, both tending to the same end, namely, the pacification of Spria, the one in 
1a moral, the latter in a physical, sense; and, 

2, ‘They are of opinion that the occupation cannot at present cease without 

ing danger for the peace and sccurity of that province. Baron Schlcinite 
ts further of opinion that wonld oot be desirable in the interest of Turkey that 
the withdrawal of the French troops should take place in # manner mortifying to 
the susceptibility of the Freneb nation, far a strong opinion lad been expressed 
in the French Legislative Chamber on this subject, and he, therefore, considered 
that ft would not be politic to place the Government of the Emperor in 8 position 
‘of difficulty as regarded the public opinion of the country, 

‘Under these circumstances Baroo Sebileinitx wos of opinion that some 
compromise might be proposed which would harmonize the divergent opinions 
Of the Knglish and French Cabinets ; bat, before taking any sep in thot 
e080, he was anxioys to Tearn the opinion of Her Majesty's Governiment, as it 
‘would entirely depend on thele wishes and acceptance of his proposal whether 
he should givo effeet to it or not. 

“The proposal of Baron Sch ax Thave had the honour to report to 
‘your Lordship to-lay by telegram, is: “That a term of four month that i, tll 
‘the Ist of July, shall be definitively fixed for the prolongation of the occupation, 
it the end of which term the French troops shall be withdrawn,” 

He has reason to believe that this proposal will be wccepted by the French 
Government, and he considers that the period so fixed will allow ample tie for 
the Commission to termalnate its labours, and for the extablishanent of a responsible 
rdministrative government for the Mountain. 

If Her Majesty's Government are prepared fo agree to this proposal, Baron 
Sehleinite declares his readiness to mako a formal proposition to that effect. If 
‘on the other hand, Eee Majesty's Government do not give their adhesion to it, 
Baron Schleinitx considers that it will not be desirable that Prussia should 
whandon the passive position which sho hax hitherto maintained on this 
question. 

T venture to observe to your Lordship that should the proposal of Baron 
Schleinltx prove nceeptable’ to Her Majesty's Goverument, it will have the 
ndvantage of placiog Prussia complotely on the side of England in case it’ may 
fail to moet with the concurrence of the French Government 

ave, de. 
(Signed) "AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No. 466. 


Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer. 
(No. 138.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 3, 1861. 

1 REQUESTED your Escolleney, by my telegram of the 28th instant, to 
inform me whether the Sultan had changed his mind in regard to the departure 
‘of tho French troops from Syria, which, at the desire of the Turkish Ambassador, 
Her Majesty's Government have been uyging; and 1 iaformed you oa the 
following day, by the like means, that Her Majesty's Government were ready to 
support the Solten if he made no, change in his policy in that respect, but 
remained firm to his purpose of requiring the evacuation of that province. 

‘Your Exoelleney's telegram of the 2nd instant smnounced that the Sultan's 
determination was unchanged ; and Lap ing day that 
Lord Cowley bad been informed that Her Majesty's Government coal pot agree 
to any new Convention in regard tothe occupation of Syria alchough they were 
sar hat the evacuation could hardly be competed i than a month or six 
weeks. 

Lam, &, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 
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No. 457. 


Lord J, Russell to Lord A, Loftus 
(No. 26.) 
Sir, Foreign Offee, March 5, 1861 

1 HAVE received your Lordship's despatch No. 42 of the 2nd instant, 
reporting a proposal which Baron Schicinite hind made to you for determining 
the duration of the French oceupation of Syria, the substance of which you had 
already communicated to me in your telegraphic despatch of that day, Her 
Majesty's Government regret that they cannot agree with the Prussian proposi- 
tion 

‘The samo difficulty would arise at the end of four months as that which 
now occurs, 

Baron’ Schleinitz wishes not to wound the susceptibility of the French 
nation and the French Legislative Body, but this would be also a reason for 
perpetual occupation ; while Her Majesty's Government consider that the 
fucceptibility of England und of the House of Commons have also some elim to 
be consult 

Tam, &es 
J. RUSSELL, 





No. 408, 


Lord J. Russell to Bart Cowley. 
(No, 261.) 
My Lord, Foreign Offer, Moreh 6, 1861. 

‘PIE Count de Flahault called on me yesterday, nd stated that he wax 
instructed by M. ‘Thouvenel to ask me for an explanation in regard to the views 
etter STajety's Government on the question of the erucunton of Syri, a ne 
forth in my despatch No, 238 of the 27th ultimo, of which your Excellency had 
sziven a copy to M, Thouvenel. 

T told’ Count do Flahauit that Her Majesty's Government could not be 
party to only seorot understanding in regard. to. the peried at which tho Fronch 
Troops should depart foo Syria. Any arrangement op that subject must be 
matent nd public, and no arrangement could be scospted by Her Mujesty's 
Goverument’which would involve the prolongation of the French occupation 
beyond the Ist of May next. 

Tf no auch arrangement could be made Her Majesty's Government were of 
opinion that the ooly alterbative war to adhere strietly to the periot specified in 
the Convention of the Sth of September. 

In my despatch No, 247 of the 2nd instant 1 stated to your Exeelleney 
tint at Sh ‘Fhoovencl bd at the ist Coaference rjectad a proposal for 
rolonging the occupation to the tet of May, you were not to agree to any 
Frolongatiog ‘of it whatever beyond the period sxinotioned by the Convention of 
the Sth of September; but 1 added ia anothor despatch of the same date 
that your Excellency would stote that the arrangements to be made for the 
Cracuxtion would of course require « month or six weeks before that operation 
‘could be completed. z 

‘Your Hxeellency, therefore, giving the most liberal interpretation to the 
limit of timo thus prescribed to Fou, namely, so much only 4s might be required 
for completing the evacuation, tight assent to an engagoment on the put of 
the French Government which should assign any period not longer than the Txt 
of May for the departure of the French troops from Syria; but your Excelleney 
will not agree to extead that period to the Ist of June, or indeed to-any other 
Tate beyond the Ist of May; and Her Majesty's Government have reason to 
‘suppose that the Turkish Plenipotentiary will reesivo instrvetions to support the 
course taken by your Excellency. 

Tam, Se. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


—_— 
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No. 459. 
Lord J. Russell to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Foreign Office, March 6, 1881, 
I TRANSMIT, for your Lordship’ information, a copy of a ‘from 
Thouvenel to M. de Flahault,® which is referred to in my iostruction to Earl 
Gowley No. 235 of the 27th’ of February, of which sent youn copy in my 
despatch No. 117 of the 28th of February. 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 460. 


Earl Cowley to Lorid J. Rusvell.—(Received March 6) 
(No, 327.) 
My Lond, Paris, March 5, 186) 

1 OBSERVE by M. Thouvonel's despatch to M: de Flahanlt of the 25th 
Ultimo, inclosed in copy in Your Lordship's despate No. 253 of the 4th instant, 
that you have been furnished with a copy of the draft of Protocol of the 
Gontrenco on Syrian afkrs hold on the 18th inxéant 

M. Thouvenel ought not to have made use of this document, which has not 
4 yet received the sinetion of tho Conference. Tt states tha French eage v 

but not the replies given either by the Turkiah Ambassador or tayselt 
I'am only waiting for tho beat meeting tthe Canter ee ne my own 
‘observations properly: reported, ond I believe that Vefyk Efendi has also obsorra 
tions to make, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 


ee 


No, 461, 
Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell. —(Received March 6.) 


(No. 328) 
Paris, March 5, 1961. 

telogratn dated 2 p.at. 

this dy. i tch to M. de Flabault, to which your 

Lordship thervia alludes, bas stated that 1 offered to enter into aly agreement to 

prolong the ocoupation until the Ist of June, he has entirely misrepresented me, 

‘at passed betwoen us is correotly reported in iy despatches Nom 309 and :110 

of th Ist instant. T have invariably held the same to him and to my 

collegues that sy instructions were positive, and that { could consent to no 
prolongation beyond the Ist of May. 

T have, &o, 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


$$ — eee 


No. 462, 


Lord J, Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 269.) 
My Lon, Foreign Office, Merch 6, 1861. 

1 HAVE to state ta your Excellency, in reply to your despatch No..327 of 
yesterday, that although mention is made in M. Thourevel despatet of thn 
25th ultimo, of which a Copy was transmitted to you in my despatch No. 253 of 
the 4th instant, of m draft of Protocol as inclose in i Count Fluhault did nos 
furnish me with a eopy of that draft, but merely with a copy of the despatch, 

Tam, Sc. 


am, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL 





* No 440. 


No. 463, 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 270) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 6, 1961. 

1 HAVE to observe to your Excellency, with referenee to your des 
No. 328 of the Sth instant, that Count de Flahault, at the interview which | had 
With him on the 4th instant, did not state that your Excellency had offered to 
oter into any agreement to’ prolong the Syrian occupation until the Ist of June. 
Count de Flahault merely ingired whether | would consent to that dae 
wm, Se, 
(Sigued) "J. RUSSELL, 


No, 464. 
Lord J, Russell to Earl Cowley. 
(No. 271.) 


My Lord, Foreign Office, March 6, 1881. 

M. MUSURUS bas stated to me that he has been informed by Aali Pusha 
that the French Ambassador at Constantinople is very urgent with the Porte in 
corder to obtain its consent to the prolongation, until the Sth of June next, of the 
French occopation of Syria, and that the Turkish Penpotatary in Purl 
hhas accordingly been instructed, in the event of M. Thouvenol equally insisting 
at Paris upon much an arrangement, to cote to a previous understanding with 
your Exeelleney on that point. é 

1 have to instruct. your Excellency to ncquaint Vetyk Efendi that you are 
probibited by your instructions from aupenting to. the: prolengttion or, te 
‘Sccupation to the Sth of June; and thet, with reference to. the communication 
made to we by M. Musurus, Her Majosty’s Goverament expect that -Vetyk 
ted wil bold the mune language a tat preveibd Lo your Brealey 


‘am, 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No. 465. 


Aali Pasha to M, Mururas.—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M, Musurus, 
‘March 6.) 


(Téégraphique.) Constontinople, le A Mars, 1861. 

DES instructions positives ont été doundes A Vétyke Efendi, tui prescrivant 
d'agir tout--fit d'accord avec son colligue Angleterre aur'In question de 
Vévacuation.  Comuue les Frangais & Constantinople paruissent tenie abyolument 
I prolongation jusqu’au 5 du mois de Juin, notre Plénipotentiaite, «n chs 
‘qu'on insiste aussi beaveoup h Paris, sentendra ay préalable aveo Lord Cowley 
sur ce point. 


No. 466. 


Lord J. Russelt to Earl Cowley, 

(No. 272.) 
My Lord. Foreign Office, Merch 6, 1861 

1 UNDERSTAND from the Count de Flahault that M. Thouvene! pro 
to assemble the Conférence on Saturday or Monday. I will give your Heel, 
leney to-morrow, by messenger, precise instructions as to the course you are to 
pursue in that Conference. 

In the meantime your Excel ency will guide yourself by my directions in 
No. 271 of this day, 

TR 
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a I transmit, confidentially, » copy of the telegraphic despatch of Asli 
sha. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 
—————— 
No, 467. 
Lord J, Russell to Earl Cowley. 
No. 274.) 
Poreign Office, March 7, 1861. 
“ount deo Plahoult called upon me yesterday at the Foreign Office, 
and commonicaed to me the views of the Imperial Government respecting the 
occupation of Syria, 

ta rightly understood those views they are to the following effect. 
M, Thouvenel considers that the British and Ottoman Goverament propose :-— 

1. That the term of the foreign ocoupation shall be fixed and definite, 
instead of being contingent and uncertain. 

2. ‘That the term of evacuation shall not be later than the Ist of May. 

'M. Thouvenel is ready to agree to the first of thes conditions, provided 
that the term fixed by the second should be extended so fir as to afford » 
reasonable prospect of the completion of the organization of the Lebanon, which 
‘bas been entrusted to the Commission at Beyrout. 

M, Thouvenel therefore proposes that the petiod of evacuation shall be 
extended to the Sth of June. 

Tt appears from your telegram that the Turkish Ambassador ut Paris bas 
instructions to agree to this extousion, if it is clearly stipulated that the 
evacuation shall have taken place by that timo, and if this proposal shall have 
the concurrence of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘The Austrian Minister, Count Rechberg, is willing to admit a prolongation 
which will have the sanction of the territorial Sovereign, the Sultan, 

Baron Sebleinits informs Her Majesty's Government that M. Thouvenel 
stated to the Prussian Minister at Pans that there would be no objection to 
insert in the fresh Convention a formula, providing that the preparations for 
‘evacuation shall commence in May, so ax to be completed by the Sth of June. 
Baron Schleinitz considers that the French Government evince, by this proposal, 
‘an accommodating spirit. 

‘All those circumstances have been carelully weighed by Her Majesty's 
Government. ‘They consider that if the vague and indefinite proposal made by 
M. Thouvenel ix changed into one of a fixed and positive character, and the 
change of period is not greater than from the Ist of May to the Sth of J 
main object of the British and Turkish Governments will be gained. It 
bbe observed that without any new stipulations the execution of tho provisions of 
the Sth of September could. hardly be carried into effect before the end of April 
orthe beginning of May, ‘They desire, morwaver, to co-operate, as far as possible, 
with the Powers of Europe, and to show on their side a conciliatory disposition, 

Thave to instruct you, therefore, to. be prepared to accede €0 the proposal 
of the French Goverament, proved it i expressed in. the clr and piecise 
terms which dre contained ih the draft Convention transmitted as at inclosure in 
this despateh ; and provided that by no condition, direct or indirect, expressed 
or implied, it 1s to be agreed to, of understood to be agreed to, that the fulfilment 
of the positive engagement that the evacuation is to be completed by the 5th of 
June is to depend upon anything other then « faithfal and honourable execution 
Of the words of the Convention, 

1 am, Xe. 
(Signed) J, RUSSELL. 


Inclosure in No, 467. 


Draft of Convention. 


HIS Imperial Majesty the Sultan having, in concert with their Majesties 
the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of 


* No 40. 
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Austria, the Emperor of the French, the King of Prussia, and the Emperor of 
all the Russias, doomed it expedient to prolong the peo of six mouth Axed by 
Article V_ of the Convention of the 5th day of September, 1860, for the 
‘occupation of Syris by European troops, their said Majesties have resolved to 
conclude a further Convention to that effect, and have named as their 
Plenipotentiaries, that is to say, &e., Sc. 


ARTICLE I. 


‘The duration of the occupation of Syria by European troops shall be 
prolonged until the Sth day of June of the present year; it being distinctly 
between the High Contracting Parties that such occupation shall have 
‘ceased and sball have ended on that day, and that the whole of the European 
in such occupation shall have actually embarked on or before the 
‘of Juve of the present year, and shall have proceeded on their 

voyage home from the coast of Syria. 


ARTICLE UI. 


‘The provisions of Article II of the Convention of the Sth day of September, 
1860, shal continue in force during the period which intervenes, between the 


1 oF th jure of the present Convention and the Sth day of June of the 
feat eur sofas they have not Been. lady cared Soko execution, oF 
fire not modified by the provisions of the present Convention, 


ARTICLE Il. 
‘The present Convention shall be ratified, &e. 
——————————EEE 
No. 468. 


Lord J. Russell to Barl Cowley. 
(Separate,) 
My Lont, Foreign Office, March 7, 180), 
DU will inform Vefyk Efondi that if le shall depart in any way from the 
yal oa nay Geach Noc74 of tis datereod all sage axial 
hation to extend the period of occupation, you are instructed to leave the 
Confereoe, aad Her Majesty's Goveroment, will report his conduct to his 
Goverment at Constantinople, If he b diposed to sell Syria for the Minos 
Joan, neither the British nor the Ottoman Government are willing to consent to 
ra pd ay eh en 
am, &e. 
(Signed) "J, RUSSELL. 





No. 169. 
Earl Cowtiy to Lord J. Ruswell {Received March 8.) 


No. 336. 
ty og Paris, March 7, 1861, 
HAD the honout to inform your Lordship by telegram early yesterday 
ari) ‘that M. Thouvenel had stuted that the Porte was willing to consent to 
the prolongation of the occupation of Syria to the Sth of June text. As this 
‘was in contradiction with the latest advices wh 1 bad received from Sir H. 
Bulwer, I informed that Ambassador of M. Thouyenel's statement, ‘and 
wwested to be informed whether it was true, I have not yet received his 
Excellency’s answer. x 
Later yesterday I saw Vefvk Bfend. He-react me amr instruction: whieh had 
just reached him from Constantinople, of which the inclosed is the translation, 
‘He said, that from the conversations which he had had with M. ‘Thouvenel, he did 
not think that the Freoch Minister would eausent to introduce a stipulation into 
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the new Convention, absolutely bindinz the French Goveroment to bave with= 
drawn the troops of occupation by the Sth of June. I replied that such was iny 
impression also, and that, moreover, my instructions would preclude me from 
consenting to any arrangement which would not insure the departure of the 
troops by the Ist of May.  Veiyk Efendi rejoined that he bad referred 
o his Government for further instructions, and that he bad expressed the opinion 
that It would be better to extend the period of occupation beyond the Sth of 
‘ane, if the certain departure of the troops could dere be insure 

1 olwerved that Her Majesty’s Goverament were placed in m most invidious 
frition by these ‘vacillations, and 1 agnin reminded Vefvk Efendi that it had 

een at the repeated dewand of the Turkish Representative in London that Her 
y's Government had so energetically ioxisted on the strict observation of 

Convention of the Sth of September. Vefyk Efendi immediately said, that 

Sovernment had on this account desired him to take uo step whatever without 
my concurrence, and therefore that be should say nothing on the subject to 
M. Thouvenel unless Lapproved. I replied that the tischief was already done, for 
that M. Thouvenel bad announced that the Porte consented to the prolongation 
of the cccupation to the Sth of June, Velyk Efendi answered that it must have 
boon through M. de Lavalette that M. ‘Thouvenel had received this. infor- 
mation. 

Votyk Efendi then, as he had done on n previous occasion, adverted to the 
difficulties attending lotion of the Mirés loan, and, as before, he showed 
‘8 desiro to treat thit and the Syrian question together. He said that until he 
‘hud received the amount of the sums subscribed ta the loan, which ho maintains 
1 little assistance on the part of the Government here would enable him to do, 
‘he would uot attend » Conforence, and that be should so inform M. Thouvonel, 
1 replied that I could not follow him upon that ground, and I recommended him 
to be very enutious in refusing a Conference ; for it might be that the French 
Government would be glad to avoid one, but would still maintain their oceupation, 
putting off the evacuation by exeuses from week to week and from tnonth to 
month, 

Vefyk Efendi, on hearing there objections, promised to nbstain from 
opposing a meeting of the Conference : but such ix tho pocuniary embarrassment 
under whieh the Porte is labouring in consequence of the state of M. Mires’ 
athire that I fel sure the Turkish Government, if let to themselves, will enter 
{nto any arrangement that it may please the’ French Government to dictate, 
provided the latter will aid them in obtaining money 

Lave, ke. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 469. 
Aali Pasha to Vefyk Esfenili, 


(Translation from the Turkish.) 

LE Gouvernement Ottoman n'a jamais compris Putilité de réunie la 
Conférence pour examiner la question de Yembarquemtent des troupes; et encore 
moins celle des travaux de la Commission. Nous ne consentirons jamais que les 
alfaires de la Commission entrent d'aucune manigre dans la question de Conven- 
tion, Si cependant il n'est pas possible de s'arranger autrement pour éviter 
d’eu venir au point d'une il faudrait s'entendre pour une noavelle 
Convention pour le nouveau dda sur le commencement du mois de Jain, mais 
sans jamais s'engager 4 une nouvelle réunion de Conférence, i aucune condition 
Tegardant les travaux dé la Commission, Il faudrn clairement stipuler pour que 
Vévucwation sera exéeutée le 5 Juin définitivement. 
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No. 470. 
Earl Cowley to Lori J. Russell—(Received March 8.) 


(No. 837. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 7, 1861 


propose 
[ental 
1 repli 


this project of Convention.) ‘This Convention wold be a short one. ‘The 
Preamble would state that the Powors interested, after an exchange of opioions, 
had resolved, on the proporal of the Porte, that the occupation should be 
prolonged for three months, i.e , to the 3th of June, * époque i laquelle évacua- 
tion devra ttre efootude.® T remarked that the word " dovra™ war hardly 
conclusive enough to my mind. Did M. Thouvenel, f asked, understand. by it 
that the troops were actually to be gone fom Syrin on the Sth af June? 

‘After & little hesitation, M. ‘Thouvencl suid, ** My meauing is this. You 
want & flnal period fixed at which our troops are to withdraw. We, on the other 
hand, want the sceutity of a settled Government in tho Lebanon before Ube 
‘evactation takes place. We donot doubt that within three mouths such n 
Government can be installed. It may, however, be n fow days sooner or a few 

slater. Provided, then, that our transports are on tho owast of Syria by the 
Sth of June, and that we thus give an camest of our intentions of withdrawing, 
it not to be tied to a day, You, however, wish for » positive enguge- 
‘ment that our troops shall be withdrawn at a certain date. “You. have that 
engngement in the new Convention, which you can enforoe when you please. 
That is your security. But we can pot nothing more positive into the Canven- 
tion than what Pave stated to you, nor can we, under any circumstances, bind 
‘ourselves not to suramon the Conference auain,”” 

[thought it my duty, under the instructions which I poasess, to express to 
M. Thouvenel my conviction that the proposal whieh he had made would not be 
satisfactory to Her Majesty's Government. T would any no mote for the prevent, 
T added, as to-morrow or next day I should probatily be in possession of your 
Lordship's instructions. At all eveots 1 said! the Conference had better’ not 
meet before Monday. . 

M. Thouvenel, who seemed exceedingly annoyed by the doubts which T 
threw 00 the acquiescence of Her Mujesty's Government in the course which 
he proposed to pursue, replied, that as under the circumstances of the caso 

discussion between the two Governments seemed inevitable, he should 
‘evoke the Conference before Tuesday or Wednesday. 7 

tn the cours ofthis covesation T observe that (he. publction of Pines 

Gortchukofts despatches to the Rossin Represetaives at Pao ond Constant. 
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nople with reference to the evacuation of Syria would not contribute towards the 
solution of the question, for they contained, in fact, arguments which, if 
{n, would perpetuate the occupation for ever. M. ‘Thouvenel expresied himself 
to be of a similar opinion. 
have, &e. 
(Signed) “ COWLEY. 





No. 471. 


Lord J. Russell to Earl Cowley, 
(No. 280) 
My Lori, Poreign Office, Moreh 8, 1861. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatches Nos. 336 and 337 of 
Parca ‘reporting your further communications with M. Thoavenel and the 

irkish Ambassador respecting Syria; and I have to state to you, in reply, that 
hare st prams ning to a A the inracion wich 1 to you 
sy on thot subject in iny 0 274, 

Her Majesty's Government cannot assent to the oceupation of Syria 
by French troops oa terms less stringent than those which are stated in that 
Instruction. 

Lam, &e. 
Gigned) J, RUSSELL. 


No. 472, 


Lord J. Ruswell to Earl Cowley. 
(No, 287.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 9, 1861. 

THE Coant.do Flahault has been with me this morning. He stated that 
tho only point of importance in our view of the Syrian question was the evacuas 
tion atm fixed date, nnd that the reasons upon which ML: Thouvenel founded hic 
consent to a fixed date dist not concern ns, 

Timid the only thing to which I had instructed you to hold firmly was the 
lear and positive ion of the day, namely, the Sth of June, upon which 
the French troops shall have evacuated Syria. 

‘He made some criticisins upon tho words “shall have evacuated," but on 
my observing tat the compote evacuation was postive thing, upon which 
there could be no dispute, while preparations for the commencement of the 
ovacuation, &, would admit of cuvil and «difference of opinion, he made no 
further objection. 

‘The rest of our convertion turned upon other subjects, 


(Signed) 


No. 473. 


Aali Pasha to M. Muswrus.—(Communicated to Lord J. Russell by M. Musurus, 
Marek 9.) 


(TAégraphique.) Constantinople, le 8 Mars, 1861 

RECU votre téGcramme do 7. 

Log instructions de Véfyk Efendi ne Vautorisent quit adbérer A un délai 
éfinitif jusqu’au 5 Juin et cela apres s*étre entendu avec Lord Cowley. Co get 
‘adit FAmbassadeur Anglais sur soa intention d'accorder, au besoin, an 
plos long est tout-i-fait contraire A la lettre et 3 esprit de ses instructions. Je 
viens de lui preserire de nouveau de ne point aller au-deli. Veuillez comsnuni- 
quer cette Lord John Russell. 





No. 474, 


Sir H, Bulwer to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 11.) 
(No. 149.) 
My Lord, Constaitinople, February 27, 186) 

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch 
No. 93 of the 14th instant, 1 have acquainted the Porte with Hes Maiery's 
intention to station a squadron on the cosst of Syria from the Ist of May of this 
year till the end of the summer. 

I added, that it is proposed to renew the discretionary power given to the 
Admiral to land Marines inthe caso of urgent danger of massacre of British 
subjects, of of the Christian population 

Aali Pasha received this communication very favourably, nnd authorized 
me 10 assure Her Majesty's Government that the Sultan would view the intended 
measure at 0 fresh proof of the goodwill entertained by Great Britain towards 
this country. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY L. BULWER. 


No. 475. 


ho 47) Ort ds Haft to Lord J, Relieved March Vy 
(No, 47.) 
My Lord, Berlin, March 6, 1861, 


1 LOST no time in communicating to Baron Schlcinite the reply of Her 
Majesty's Government, ax contained in your Lordship's telegram of tho Snd 
instant, to the proposal which hie Kxeclloney had requested me to submit to 
our Landy appreciation for an adjustment of the dlvergent. options with 
‘expect to the prolonged oceupation of Syria, 

Haron Schleinite observed that fe could not quite understand what 
“seourity for the evacuation of Syrin your Lordship reforred (0, for. he 
considered that the terms of the Convention itself, if entered into, would fulfl 
that requirement. 

1 replied to his Excellency that apparently, and as fir as Twas informed, 
the French Gorerument were not disposed to acwpt any deflite period forthe 
ceupation, oF to.comply with it, except under such conditions as would render 
the withdrawal of the French troops from Syria dependent upon certain future 
eventualities, 

T stated to his Excellency that under these circumstances, objecting as 
they did to the principle of a prolonged ocoupation, and considering. that it wax 
rather coleulated to retard than to necolerate the restoration of peaco and 
harmony between the two hostile sects, and from a further conviction. that tho 
prolonged occupation of a portion of the Ottoman territory by n foreign force 
‘would seriously weaken the authority of the Sultan, Her ‘ies aument 
‘would profer tho immediate evacuation of Syrin by the French toops, neconting, 
to the terms of the Convmtion of the th of September, to a prolonged indefinite 
‘occupation. 

[a order to place hix Excellency in possession of tho views of Her Majesty's 
Goreemne Te: eesti Olden toe Lordships despateh to Bark 
Cowley No. 238 of the 29th of February, a copy of which was iaslosed to me 
in your Lordship's No, 22 of the Sth. 

Baron Schlitz thanked me for this communication, and, replied that he 
‘had been very desirous that an arrangement should be come to between the 
Great Powers on this question ; but that as matters now stood he should not 
‘move further, but maintain a passive position, a 

He was’ very huppy to concar with Hor Majesty's Gorornment in the 
coo that the period for the occupation, if prolonged, must be strictly defined, 

ich bis considered to be a cardinal po 


ity 
In anene to my inquiry, his Excullency aid that ho hed made no reply to 


the communication Iately made to bim by the Fronch Minister at this Court 
{referred to in my despatch No. 42 of the 2nd instant), nor was there any 
Necessity for w reply, as it was merely a notification on the part of the Prene 
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Government of what had taken place at the Iste Conference, and of their fulfil- 
‘ment of a mandate which they had received from Europe. 
T have, &e, 
AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 





No. 476. 
Lord A. Loftus to Lort J. Russell,—(Receieed March 7.) 
(No, 48, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Berlin, March 5, 1861. 

IN conversing with Baron Schleinitz this morning on the subject of Syrian 
udhaies (as repotted in my previous numbered despateh), his Excellency expressed 
his fent AES if tho French Government were constrained to withdraw their 
troops from Syria at the first agreed upon, the Oriental question would 
to within a month formally bronght before Europe. He was afi that disorde 
Would agnin occur in Syria, which would lend to a question of European inter 
ference, and that thus would be reopened the Oriental question, the discussions 
<n which tight give tise ta serions complications in Barope 

Baron Schleinitz observed, that for this reason he was anxious that an 
understanding should be come to betweea tho Great Powers with regard to the 
ceupation of Syria, Austria he observed, was not in a state to face at present 
all tho dificulties nd dangers appertaining to the solution of wn Oriental 

tlon, As regards ourselves, said Baron Schleinitz, * Prumia is quite ready 
for any quertions of this nature, but Austrin is so weakcued by internal dite 
‘oultlos, that at this moment, any setious events in the East would groatly com- 
promise the peace of her own Provinees.” 

Baron Schlcinitz remarked, that he did not believe that the Russian Govern- 
ment were at all desitons of reopening the Oriental question, Rossa was not 
Yet ripe to enter the lists on this question, nor prepared to encounter all itm 
anger and embarrassinenta. But in his Exceltonoy’s opinion, n compulsory 
withdrawal of the Freach troops from Syria will assuredly give’ rise to events 
‘which will foree the Oricotal question on the attention of Europe, the con 
quences of which may be productive of serious danger to the general pence, 

Baron Schleinjtz exproaly stated the foregoing to be his own personal 
opinions. 

1 consider it my daty to report these to your Lordabip, but I request thot 
this despatch oy be regarded mx Contec ea 

have, &e. 
(Signed) __" AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No. 477. 
avid, Laftwe to Lord J. Russell-—(Reeeived March 11.) 
(No. 58.) 
My Lond, Berlin, March 9, 1961. 

1 HAVE read to Baron Scbleinitz your Lordship’s despatch No. 26 of the 
‘th instant, stating that Her Majesty's Government regretted not being able to 
agree with the Prussian, proposal for determining the duration of the French 
‘occupation of Sytin, which, at Baron Schleinitz” request, I had tranatnitted to 
your Lordship in my telogram of the 2od instant. 

Previous (0 communicating your Lordsbip's reply, 1 thought it desirable to 
read to Baron Schleinite my despatch to Sour Lordship No, a2 ofthe Zod instant, 
to the exactness of whieh his Excellency bore testimony, stating that I had most 
correctly reported to your Lordship his opinions and the substance of our 
conversation, 

In reply to my inquiry, Baron Schleinitz stated that he had not instructed 
hoot Postals to wake an to the Conference on the affairs of Syria, 
should it now assemble. Tis Excellency was of opinion that it would be better 
that the Conference should not mect until an arrangement had been previously 
‘cote to hetween the Groat Powers on the subject of the French occupation ; us 
matters now stood, Prussia would maintain her passive position until his Escek 
loncy. wis ioformed of the reply of Her Majesty's Government to the last 
proposal which T had the honour to address to vour Lordship by telegram on 
the 6th instant. 

Thave, dc. 


(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTU: 
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No. 478. 
Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell—(Received March 11.) 


Berlin, March 9, 1861. 

on Wednesday last, 

before the ceremony of the installation, that he had information on the 

Syrian question from Paris of a very conciliatory and satisfactory nature, which 

Jed him to believe that the French Government would agree to such an arrange- 
‘ment as would be satisfactory to all: parties. 

His Excellency stated, that in conversation with Count Pourtalés, M. de 
‘Thoutene bad expresedhinel ax willing to acre to a prolonged French ooe- 
pation of Syria for three months, that is, until the Ist of Juno next. 

‘Count Pourtalés hereupon Tad sugzexted tho insertion of a clause in the 
new Convention, providing that at the expiration of tho period fixed, the 
‘evacuation should take place, to which proposal M. de ‘Thouvonel stated it ax his 
‘opinion that there would be no objection, 

‘Count Pourtalés further suggested that some formula might be agreed upon, 
to be inserted in the Convention, stating that the preparition for the evacuation 
Rowld commence in May, 20.28 to be completed by the Iet of June and to 
‘adinit of the evacuation being strictly carried out in aoeordance with the Con- 


reat thi Infor saggestion Baron Sohleinita informs me that M. de Thouveoe! 


id not raise any objection, although T have since heard from his Excellency 
that no formal assent to it was exprossed by the French Minister. 

Tharon Schleinite requested me to lose no time in submitting this proposal to 
Her Majesty's Government, stating that he was ready to bring it forward in the 
Conference if it should meet with their assent and concurrence, 

T accordingly transmitted the 
your Lordship in my telegram of 





Lord Bloomfield to Lord J. Rusrell—(Received March 11.) 
(No. 76.) Q 
My Lord, Vienna, March 7, 1861, 
“YOUR Lordship will have learnt by my telegram of the Sth March, recorded 
in mp denputeh No. 90 of the samo. dite, that {hn tiforved Count Recher 
thatia consequence of the vagueness of M. Thouvenel's language, Her Majesty's 
Government would not agree to a renewal of the Convention for Syria, 

Mie F ‘did_pot enter into any discussion of the question of the 
prolonged ‘of thie portion of the Turkish territory; but gave me 
simply to understand that the opinions of the Austrian Government were 
tle a ‘hat tho interests of the territorial Power would be the beat 


‘guide of their policy. 


J have, &e. 
i) BLOOMFIELD. 


No. 480, 


Lord Bloomfield to Lard J. Russell.—(Received March 11.) 
(No. 78.) 
My Lord, Vienna, Merch 7, 1861. 
HAVE thought it advisable to read to Count Rechberg your Lordship's 
Preto ‘No. 29 of the 23rd ultimo, at a proof of the ares ‘accord which 
‘exists between Her Majesty's Government sod that of the Kinperor of Austria 
he subject of a prolonged occupation of Sy 
on fli Excrllenc) agreod entirely with the opinion expressed in your Ladsip' 
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despatch, and hoped that the two Governments would continue to act together 
in whatever further decisions it may become necessary to take connected with 
this question. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD. 





No, 481 


Earl Cowley to Lari J. Russell, (Received Mareh 11.) 
(No. 351) 
My Lond Paris, March 10, 1861 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 287 of yesterday's date, I 
‘bog permission to observe that it may be perfectly truc, as stated” by Mf. de 
Flahnult to your Lordship, that if M. Thourenel consents to a fixed date for the 
evacuation of Syria, the reasons on which the French Minister founds his consent 
do not concern Her Majesty's Government. 

But the thot is, that M.’Thouvenel will. not consent to a fixed date without 
mental reservations, which appear upon the surface us soon asm clear and 
positive designation of the day upon which the French troops shall have 
evacuated Syria is insisted upon. It is not Her Majesty's Government, then, 
who ask M, Thouvenel's reasons for consenting to n fixed date, but it ix 
M. ‘Thouvenel who, when asked to consent to. fixed date, forces his reasons 
‘upon Her Majesty's Government for declining the propos. 

Thave, ke. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 





No, 482, 


is Karl Cowley ta Lord J. Rusvell—(Received March V1.) 
No, 33%) 
My Lord, Paris, March 10, 1861. 

UPON the receipt of your Lordsbip's tolegentn of the day before yesterday, 
desiring me to act upon the instructions contained in your despatch No. 274 of 
the 7th instant, relative to the evacuation of Syria, I wrote to M, Thourenal 
fand requested him to fix am hove for seeing me. Yesterday being Council day, 
‘he was unable to receive me until fate in tho afternoon, when I stated to hin tl 
decision at which Hor Majesty's Government bad arrived in consequence of the 
Jast communication of M. de Flahault, and the aature of the engagement which 
Her Majesty's Government expected the French Government to take it Her 
Majesty's Government wore to consent to the prolongation of the occupation of 
Syria to the Sth of June. 

M, Thouvenel said that the proposal of Hor Majesty's Government showed 
such a complete mistrust of France that he must decline to agree to it. Ho 
‘would profor the immediate withdrawal of the troops fom Syria, 

A lengthened conversation ensued between us, M. Thouvenel argued that 
to nocept the proposal of Hor Majesty's Government would be tantamount ta 
declaring that under no possible coutingencles could the occupation of Syria be 
prolonged, but that the troops must be brought away even if murder and destruce 
tion were roxing around them ; an engagement, he said, into which no French 
‘Minister could enter. He hod no objection to assign in a Convention a final 
term to the occupation, but bo would not debar himself the right of proposing a 
Conference at later period, with « view of prolonging the occupation should 
events arise which in Tis opinion might render it necessary : but be conceived 
that by adopting your Lardship’s proposal bo khould preclude himself from 
taking such a course, | He went again over the old argument that tho Goality of 
the occupation was in the hands of the Porte and of Her Majesty's Government 
from the moment that a Convention should be signed Gxing a day on which the 
ccoupation must erase, 

T observed to M. Thouvenel in reply that I did not dispote the fact that 
France could be heli to, or would deny the validity of, her eogagements ; but 
what Her Majesty's Government devired to be assured of was, that three manths 
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hence they would not be subjected to the same’ disagrecable discussion as was 
pursuing now, in order to obtain the fulfilment of the new Convention, if one 
‘Was to bo signed. With regard to the convocation of a Conference hereafter, I 
‘could sce nothing, I said, in the words of your Lordsbip's proposal which would 
preclude his Excellency, as he supposed, from taking such a step, it beivg of course 
‘understood that the Powers were free to accept ot reject the proposal, were it to 
bbe made to them. 

M. Thouveoe! then read me the projéct of a Convention which he had 
communicated to Vefyk Efendi, and which he considered might be agreed to. by 
all parties, whatever might be their separate motives of action. As hie Excellency 
permitted ie to take a copy of it, your Lordship will find it inclosed. 

I remarked at once that the expression" époque it laquelle 
doive seffectuer” was wo vague that 1 was certain Her Majesty's Government 
would not accept it. It implied, moreover, that the evacuation was mot to 
commence until after the Sth of June, whereas the proposal of ler Majesty's 
Government provided for itx accomplishment at or before that date. M, Thou 
‘ene! argued that if the occupation was to be prolonged for three months, the 
‘evacuation ought only to commence after the expirition of thore thre months 
1 asked him, premising, however, that ho must not consider my question, as 
implying nny, the slightest, acquiescence in his notions, how soon after the Sth 
of June be considered that the evacuation could be comploted, that 
iM the transports were all ready (and their being wpon tho spot towards the cud 
‘of May he sald would be an. earnest of the intentions of the Broach Government) 
hho had learnt from tho Minister of War nud. Marine that tea days would watlice 
to embark tho troops, and he asked me whether Hee Majesty's Government 
would bo matisiod if that were to be stated ia the Convention, Still maintaining 
tho same roserves, I said that I should certainly prefer that. he should make h 
project of Convention as steiagent a possible, in other words that it should 
sontain the deliberate intentions of the Imperial Goverament. M, ‘Thouvenel 
then made tho alteration which your Lordahip will find in tho inelosed document 
in red ink.* "1 have no doubt that {could sve oblagod u strooger, wording of 
the phirase in quostion, but in presence of your Lordship’ positive inatrwodons 
‘and unwilling to give M. Thouvenol tho slightest hope that your Lordship would 
depart from them, I considered it better to leave the matter entirely in the hands 
‘of Her Majesty's Goveramient, 

Tam not sure, Indeed, whether your Lordship will approve my having 
consented to be the medinut of M.Thourenel’s communication, so positive are 
your last instructions to me as to the decision taken by Her Majesty's Govern 
‘ment, I have, however, acted to the best of my judgment, and 1 must rely on 
your Lordship's indulgence should you consider me to have execedd the bounds 
of discretion. ; 

With regard to the question at sue, U believe that M, ‘Thouvenel ix hime 
self convinced that the troops will have quitted Syria by the time ho anentions, 
still there must be some reason beyond that which ho alleges for refusing to 
bind himself positively upon the sabject Indeed, both my colleagues and 
myself have reinaeked that his language has been 40 vacillating from day to day 
that he hardly appears to be a frec agent in the matter, 

T have, Se. 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 482, 
Project of Convention comeunicated t6 Vefyk Efendi by M, Thoweenel. 
LEURS Majestés 
[apres les explications échangées extre leurs Gouvernemente reypeetifi) s'éant 


ceatendus pour modifer d'un commun accord l'Article V de la Convention signde 
centre elles le 5 Septembre dernier, ont nommé & cot effet pour leurs Piénipoten- 


The paungen are printed i itatiey in brachetse 
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Ba ont convenus de I'Article suivant 
m Européenne en Syrie, qui avait été fixe & six mvs 
‘onvention du 5 Septembre dernier, est prolongé 
mois jusqu'an 6 Juin de Ia présente année ; epoque a layuelle Péoacuation doive 
Sefectuer [et Péeacwation devra étre effectude le 1% du méme mois). 





No. 483. 


Lord J, Ruse ta Earl Cele. 
(No. 291,) 
‘My Lord, Foreign Office, March 11, 1861, 

HER Majesty's mat have Jearnt with painful surprise, from your 
Bxcelleney’s despatel f yesterday, that a still further postponetnent of 
the European evacuat yria is now proposed by M. ‘Thouvenel. 

Your Excelleney has reported, and Her Majesty's Government have received 
from Constantinople, the expression of the Porte’ desire that the evacuation 
should take place at tho end of the six months stipulated by the Convention. 
‘The Sultan has declared himself ready to answer for the tranquillity of Syria, 

Hee Majesty's Government, on their part, consider that the cnuse of 
tiumanity aera bythe dewultory murders of/ tact, womecs ad sbilaver ef te 
Drase tribes by the Maronites, under cover of tho French ocoupation. They 
fewr thot these murders may lead either to fearful retaliation, or to the 
extermination of the Druses. 

Nevertheless, at the instance of the French Government, Her Majesty hae 
ecole to a prolongation of the Huropesn coupatiog, it from the th of 
March to the middle of April; thet to the Ist of May ; nnd latter! 

uence of the importunities of the French Ambasador at Constant 
‘Sublime Porte has agreed to a further st 
‘Syria is entirely evacuated by th 

But there must be sai Of these concessions. Her Majesty's Govera- 
mont will by no means consent to aa’ European oceupation later than the Sth of 
June. Any occupation of Syria by French troops beyaud that day will be 
considered by Her Majesty's Governtnent as breech of fallh, aguias’ which 1 
will be your duty formally to protest. You will, therefore, endeavour, in 
Conference, to obit 4 new Convention, according to which the evacuation 
shall have been completed on of before the Sth of June. 

1 observe there appears to be some disposition on the part of M, Thouvenel 
to make a difference between the duration of the Convention and the actual 
‘evacuation. He appears to thiok that as the Convention beara date on the th 
of September, the Hongation should bear date the Sth of June, and the 
evacuation ought only to commence when the new Convention shall ‘expire. 

Her Majesty's Government did not act towards France in this cavilling 
oni Let: us look to the fects 

informed me on the 19th of July, of the proposal of France 
cotmsicated to Me de Penaguy. so 


ture of the troops should 
‘War on the ath of August. 
ngust, the main body of the French troops had landed in Syria 
‘The “ Ganges," with 500 men, which had been detained ty the weather, arrived 
at Beyrout on the 2nd of September, three days before the signature, and forty~ 
six days before the ratification, of the Convention. Such was the confidence 
shown by Grest Britain in the good faith of France. 
Her Majesty's Government entirely approve of your Excellency’s language 
to M. ‘Thouvenel, as repotted in your despatch N 
‘Your Exeeliency will take care that in any words which may be substituted, 
the object which Her Majesty's Government have in view, namely, the complete 
eracuation of Syria on the Sth of June next, shall be secured. 
In rogard to the Convention, Her Majesty's Government would agree 10 
M. Thouvenel’s words, excepting “€poque a Inquelle Tévacuation dole 
fclfectuer," which, as your Exeellency observes, are vague and indefinite. 
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If these attempts at conciliation should fuil, your Excellency will eall upon 
the French Government to full without dlay the conditions ofthe Convention 
of the Sth of September last. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL. 


No, 484. 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. (Received March U1.) 


(No. 853. Confidential.) 
My Lert, Paris, Maveh 10, 1861. 

T WAS somovbat stosihed to see a. your Lorlship’s despatch No, 274 
of the 7th) instant, that ML. de Sehleinite ind informed Her Majesty's 
ment that M. Thouvenal had stated to. the Prussina Ministor at Paris that there 
would be no objection to insert in. the fresh Convention for the prolonged occu 
pation of Syria, a formula, providing that the preparations for evacnation. shall 
Eommeoce fn Alay s0 as toto completed by the ath of Juno; for say elaine 
wrth Count Pourtalx have been Unlaterrupied und. he dad. ever alld with 

anything of the kind, ; 

vee tm my amanioning. the waiter-to hi yesteny, he ald that. Sf 
Schieinitz had been too positive in his axsertion, for that he (Count Pourtaidy) 
‘had never stated more than that he thought it might ba pomible to obtain some 
such dedlaration from M. ‘Thoavenel. He added that there had beet sement 
‘hea he had hoped that M, Thouvenel would have consented to this solution of 
She. Syrian questo, bet i appeared aif be. had been prevented, by onder 
tions foreign to himself . 

"As to'M. ‘Thouvene, bo utterly denis ever having entertained an idea of 
the kind, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


Noe485, 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Rusrel—(Received March 12.) 


(No. 361, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Poris, Moreh 11, 1861. 

YOUR Lordship in your despatches. to Sir Henry Bulwer and to myself 
animadverts with great justice on the course which Vefyk Efendi is pursuing 
here Bot injustice to itn, aust be aad Ut isin a great raeasure the 
Porte's own fault. When the Conferences on the Syrian question were opened 
Inst year, nn Agent could have defended with greater dignity or nore talent the 
interests contiled to hic, For this bo fell into disgtnce vith the Vronch 
Government, who asked for his reall. The Torts inated of standing by » 
faithful servant, gave way to the exigencies of tho French Government. Hlarilly 
Fad it done so, when the question of re-nasembling the Conference atises, al 
Vo(yk ‘Efendi is desired to remain to take part in them, ‘The natural conse 
quence of this is, that Vefyk Efendi, having seen’ himself abandoned by his 
Government Inst ‘year, now tries to ‘coneiliate the French, at the same. time 
that, by obtaizing money for the Porte, he hopes on his retura to Constantinople 
to stand well in the favour of tho Sultan 

“The Porte can never be well served when.her servants are. treated as hus 
been Velyk Efendi, ees 
(Signed) | COWLEY. 





No, 484 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell. —(Received March 32.) 
(No. 363.) 
My Lord, Paris, March Vi, W861. 
YOUR Lordship's telegrom of 6:30 vm. yesterday reached me early this 


morning, nnd Taaw M. Thouvene! this afternoon, pes 
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nan OY informing his Rxecleney tat Her Majesty's Goverumest would 
¢¢ no further concessions with regard to the prolonged oceupation of Syria, 
he inquired. whether he was to. understand that tle Majeay's Government 
maintained the intention of demanding that the troops abould actually be on 
their way home on the 5th of June 

Treplicd in the affirmative; when he said that nothing would induce ‘him 
to sign such a stipulation, aud that he must express his surprise that Her 
Majesty's Government stiould make a proposal so derogatory to the honour of 
France. He was ready, as Her Majesty's Government insisted upon it, to a 
that the evacuation shail be terminated on the Sth of June; but Her Majoxy's 
Government had no right, in his opinion, to stipulate more than this, nor to 
dictate what is to become of the troops’ when re-embarked. Her Majesty's 
Government had ordered a squadron, with marine troops, to the coast of Syria. 
Was France to be debarred from keeping troops oa boar her ships 
pleased ? If Her Majesty's Government were willing to sign a Convention in 
the usual form, he was ready to do 80; but no French Mitister could pot ‘is 
‘name to such a Convention ag T had described that suggested by Her Majesty's 
Government to be. 

After stating this with warmth, M. Thouvenel grew more calm, and showed 
‘desire to bring this question to a conclusion. He waid that he would send a 
Droft of Convention to-night to M. do Flabault for your Lordship's cotisidera- 
tion, and you might introduce modifications into it if'you pleased, 

1 have also endeavoured, on my part. to bring the Draft which your 
Lordship vent me as near as posible to what 1 imagine M, Thouvenel will 
consent. 

‘This project ix inclosed herewith. It fis not been seen by M. Thouvene), 
because L would not take any atop with him which would involve the least 
eparture from my instructions. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ’ COWLEY. 


Tuclosure in No. 486, 
Draft of Convention prepared by Earl Cowley. 


ARTICLE I. 
LA durée de Poceopation Europenno on Syrie sera prolongée jusqu'au 
5 Juin de la privente année, mone Inquele i est entend etre le Hite 
Porties Contenctantes qu’ello wurn attcint son terme définitif et que I'évacuation 
asura été effeotide, 
ARTICLE 11, 
Les stipulations contenues dans la deuxidme Article de In Convention du 
5 Septembre, 1860, en tant qu’elles wont point encore été exécutdes ou qurelles 
ne sont pas modifiées par la présente Convention, demeurcront en force pendant 
1a périodo qui s'Goulera entre la date de la signature de la dite Convention et 
le 5 Juin de la présente année, 
ARTICLE I. 
La présente, &e., te, 


No. 487. 


Lord Dufferin to Lard J, Russel eet March 13, 
(No. 70.) gman } 
‘My Lord, Beyrout, February 1%, 1561. 

I galt begineiak arege herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
copies further Me whic have this day addressed to Her Ms ‘s 
‘Atbasindor ut the Pure. ‘ ‘J ra 
Thave, de. 

DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





on 
Inclosure 1 in No, 497. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, February 12, 1861. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that Fuad Pasha has just 

communieated to me acopy of the Porte's project for the future government of Syria, 

and I certainly azree with your Excellency in thinking the plan liable to grave 

objections. Tn fact. L have little hesitation in saying that the half-measnres it 

proposes will prove very insufficient to guarantee the future tranquillity of the 

‘country, while they will certainly fail to restore the confidence of the Christian 

opulation 
Pow After a long abd arduous study of the mecensitios of the provinea, a 
‘out Of its geogmphical position, the multiplicity of the fanatical seats whi 


inciples. 
enoh ix 


forces rv 4 

Now, it is to this very ayatem that the late catastropho in the Mountain 
ay be in some degree attributed — If there be any exouss for Khoorshid Panb 
onde, itis to bo found in the fact that Ahmed Pasha, Governor of Damascus 
‘nnd Mushir of Arubistua, was his enemy. ‘Tahir Pasha, the Military Commander 
fat Boyroat, and all the officers in garriton nt Deir-el-Knanar and Titeddin, were 
under the Mushir's orders. re 

“The bad understanding whieh is known to have existed between Khoorshid 
Pastis and Tahir Pasha was the natural consequence of this circumstance, and 
may have impoded, as is warmly asserted by one of my colleagues, the action of 
tho Pasha of Beyrout, and thus contributed to the maxsnctes. 

‘At all events, it is very certain that the present scheme is simply a continun- 
tion of the old state of things, with the addition of w-aystem of ropresentative 
‘Medjlis. and the occasional visit of na Sospoctor:Generl. 

It remains to be cousidared whether there new institutions afford. counter- 
railing securities. T confess, that as fur ay my United experience enables mo to 
judgo, it seems to me they do not, " 

Ya these countries, tho eliciency of a Medjlis depends to a great extent on 
the caretr of the penn who, prviles over it Tis proce ae. one 
ducted under the nuspices of an ill-disposed allicial, the members are more likely 
to devo his accomplices than sureties for his good conduct, while the partuer- 
ship thus extablished serves oaly. Co relieve hizn frog all responsibility 

‘fa the second expedient of an wnnual vist by a high digoitaty of the Porte, 
Lam disposed to attach stil less importance. Such personages have already 
appeared. frou. tin to tune on. the stage of Syrian afutrs, and our Blue Books 

filed with ao very encouraging records of their interference. 

Tin acme of ray carlicr despatches, 1 ventured to mention to your Excellency 
that it was difficult to foresce how the future security of the Christians in Syrin 
‘war ever to be maintained unless guaranteed by the presence of a small European 
force. Subsequent reflection led me to sugzest the substitution of « Governor- 
Gencralship for so inconvenient, if not impossible, an expedient. This proposition 
being rejected by the Porte all ny previous misgivings retura, and I naturally Tee! 


‘anxious to guard myself against being held answerable for what may hereafter 
‘cue in this country. ‘ ¢ 

i smendine Her Majesty's Government to insist on the withdrawal of 
the French division, | eoafdeatly looked forwand to the promulgation of tho scx 


Constitution of the province ns Amcans of checking the panic which will probabls 
ireleate only ‘tho native Christians but also the European residents of Beyrou: 
on te anoanéement of General Beaufort departure Ha been pole o 
ded against this eootingency by the inauguretion of @ now era, and 
ae Pier dnnee ia the mode of sdmnitigtring the province, the alarm which i 
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fear may now manifest itself would have heen completely dissipated. As it is, 
am afraid that the evacuation of Damascus by the Christians will continue, and 
that nothing will induce those who have left it to retum, A similar movement 
will probably take place at Beyrout, and a general exodas from the country of 
those rich enough to yo may be expected. ‘This result will be considered by the 
‘Moslems of the province as a triumph, and may perhaps be viewed with indifference 
ty the Turks; but by those who had aspired to a more satisfactory conclusion to 
their labours it will be felt as 2 disappointment. 
T have, ke. 
(Signed) _” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 487. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Buber. 


Beyrout, Febrvary 15, 1801. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's information, 
copy of another elause (No. 11 which has heen idded by the Commision to 
those I have already communicated to your Excellency ax commencement of 
the basis for our Report on the reorganiaation of the Lebanon. 

As your Excelleney will observe, the mast inpartial atteation has been 
aid 0 tho claim of all the various sects and commusities inhabiting tbe 

fountain. Although tho non.Christian element forms but one-6ifth of the 
‘entire population, in both Medjlises Christians and won-Chiistinns ace repre 
sented In exnetly the sane proportion ; while the Drusca, whose number, probably, 
down nt exeeod 26,000 souls, end an eqeal number” o€ delegates ith the 
Maronitos, who are estimated at 10,000 souls. 

Te hax alto been greed that inasmuch ax the Protestant and Jewish 
‘Communitios have been recognized by the Porte ax independent Rites or Millets, 
a dolegato from each shall have the right of sitting, both in the Judicial and 
in the Administrative Medilis, whenever the interests of their respective Societies 
hire conoomed, As, however, the number of Protestants nt this moment ia the 
Lebanon does not execed 500 or 600 persons, women and children included, and 
‘ts tho Jews are still ess numerous, I did not’ think advisable to insist that they 
should act as more than occasional members at these Councils, 


&e. 
DUPFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 487. 
Article II of the Bavis for the Puture Government of Sgria 


Les ens, Melis wpérieur weront compet ie doure membres, svc 


2 Marouites, 2 Grees Orthodoxes, 2 Grecs Catholiquos, 2 Drozes, 2 Musulinans, 
2 Metiuali , auxquels on adjoindra Sventuellement un Répreventant des Cultes 
Protestant et Leraglite, quand un membre de ees Communautés aura des interéts 
ceogagés dans Vaflairo portée devant Pus ou Yautre de ces deux Med 


(Guivent les parnphes.) 


Inclosure 4 in No. 487. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, February 15, 1861, 
L HAVE the honour to inform your Execllency that a report has jus! 
reached me that Yuwef Keram, the Christian Kaimakam, tas thrown into prison 
certain Christian notables foe having mildred him as“ the eminent and revered 
Bek," instead of ax tho Majestic Bek."" 
J have reason to believe that there is some truth in the story, wiifel ! 
repeat for your Excellency's amusement, the incident having arisen probably out 
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of an affront put upon the Kaimakam by some of his aristocratic rivals. The 
‘whole proceeding is @ significant indication of the state of feeling in the county, 
[take this opportuaity of trasmitting a proclamation lately issued by the 
‘same functionary of an equally entertaining character, 
E have, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 487. 


Proclamation, 
(Condensed translation.) 

WHEREAS, the former Governors of Mount Lebanon gave special titles 
to certain famities and individuals on account of the exodllence of their services, 
by which they obtained also the favour of the Government, But recently these 
people have forgotten the good works of their forefathers, and have presumed (0 
take upon themselves advancement and titles, since the establishment of the 

to Christian Kaimakamate. 

‘The former Kaimakams, owing to their weakness, were obliged to ssrant 
sgreater titlex and distinctions to those who were known is intriguers, in order to 
gain their adhesion, which proceeding injured thelr security, for some people 
Purporely resorted 10 ngitation in order to obtain titles, xo that unmerited tithes 
‘were conferred on many, which his reduced Mount Lebanon to its prosent 
degraded condition. 

‘Those who persevere in these pmaticer in order to get advanced titles, 
instoud of thinking of what would please the Government. and her officers, and 
‘would advance the prosperity of tho inhabitants, when they saw that the eompias 
sion of our Thad overshadowed my sorvices by lavesting. me with the 
offico of Christian Kaimakatn of Mount Lebanon, showed pretensions which were 
‘unpleasing, from their belief that Tam not of the family of the old Kaiimakams 
of Mount Lebanon, and was but a short time ago like unto them in position ; 
and von of than have persuaded dheunselver that 1 ought to tise thle rk 
above what they were betore, that otherwise they will refuse obediaice and cause 
agitation and intrigue on the plea that 1 am only temporary KaimoKam } 90 that 
by means of their improper proceedings either I xball be obliged to consent to 
their demands for advancement and outrage upon the poor, or the Government 
oust distaias me and give them liberty to attack and destroy, which would enuxe 
many misfortunes unnecessary to mention, It has neither occurred to th 
that the giving of tithes is the prerogative of Government, nor that when in a 
similar position to themselves and maw the ruin. of the Government and the 

ruin of the country, arrested some of the overseers anid Mokitajs, 
them in confioeimelit, thus preventing them from committing d 
tions till the Government should be re-cxtablished, and should be in a position 
to consider about thele punishment, 

Naturally what I did at that time was with the hope that lawful justicn 
‘would raise ine in the eyes of the Govertiment, and would divest mie of blame ; 
and Ido this more energetically now, beeause Lam duly appointed by Govern- 
ment; the temporariness of wy appointwnent does not render me the less able to 
ction, the contrary i makes emote annus to pn tbe refinery and 
those who will not know that the tempornriness of my office ia an nct of wisdom 
‘on the part of the Government, that I may always bear the voice of dismissal in 
amy ears, and that when T quit the service 1 may leave behind mo a path of 
security’ to the inbabitants whom Ilove meh: more than my owd advancem 
and place before them new customs which they may practise everywhere, 
they may rise in rank, and gain good name by merit, removing selflov 

arice, and in their stead exert themselves for the establishment of sequrity, 
person I should consider worthy of dignity, and I would take hin as an 


Some of the employés in this Kaimakamate have old superstitions ; they 
have been arrested, and will remain until the beginning of Lent, when thoir 
conduct will be exainined, and their punishment awarded. 

Furthermore, T have written to all the Mokatajs, calling them ‘dear 
Ibrothers," in the same style that their own former direst superiors wrote to thin 
od 1 will act towards them according to their doings. I shall also write to 


7X 











pry 

above their position, whi ‘ought 

myself render it to my immediate superior ; for which reasons I have 

‘this jation. Every one will act as he may thiok proper, 

Peres ingly, and as may be considered necessary on my part. 
it mt 





No. 488. 


Lard Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Received March 13.) 

(No. 71) 
My Lord, 

1AM happy to infoon your Lordship that, the ts of the try, 
‘and their opportunities of providing: oe their pa 4 preggeenee f 
Aufliciently improved to render it a xubject of debate at the mectings of the 
‘Anglo-American Relief Committee, whether it may not be advisable to write to 
Bgl to sto any further supplies of money being seat to Syrin 

v8, Be, 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Rusell—(Receised March 13.) 
(No. 72) 
My Lond, Beyrout, February 24, 1861. 

1 HAVE tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your Loniship’s despateh 
No. 646 of the Int instant, instructing me that it ix the wish of Her Majesty's 
Government that the Commission should confine their attention to the 
tones and 1 beg to Inform your Lorsbip that in complinice with your 
Londship's instructions, T have already been occupying myvelf during the last 
week, and over since tho receipt of that despatch, in discussing, severally with 
iny colleagues the various combinations most suitable to the Mountain consired 
{nite former relation ta the province. 

‘Hiy the next post Uthall bo able to pronounce more definitively upon the 
subject but as far wy Tam uble to j there are only t0 solutions 
Jeft for um, namely, either to place the Mixed districts under the immediate 
control of the Turks, of to separate the populations, which might be done now 
without any very extreme difficulty, and create three Kaimakamships, composed 

Ps an wont oe Fen ae Ke i ind I believe neither 

is plan would be very ly supported by Russia, and I bel ‘ther 

M, Béelard or Fund Pasha woul to it, but the latter would wish the 
Druse Kaimakum to be placed under a Turkish Govern 

Te ay, however: be premature to speak upon this subject the constant 
‘occupation We fave had in settling tl ‘connected with the judicial 
[pee Beyrout have prevented me paying as much attention to it as ' 
jope to do during the ensuing week, 

In explanation ‘of my despatch No. 70 of the 15th instant, T would beg to 

te that Howe thar gone by the nt oat, and that i was writen bore 
Terie your Lorch fea intactions and in. ignomace of your preset 
wid 

Nevertheless, i it were not too presumptovus on my part, I would venture 
to adhere to the general opinion therein expressed. 

T foe gent efforts ace being made by designing persons to discourage and 
ost the population of Damaseus andthe Mountain. 

have, &. 
(Signed) ” DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 490. 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell. (Received March 18.) 


(No. 73.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, February 24, 1861, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that having ventured to 
vention Colonel Chang, a Freachofier attached, in something approtehi 
toa Diplomatic capacity, to the Staff of General de Beaufort, that I regretted 
“Extremely more active measures should not have been taken to pat a stop to the 
murdering of Druses by the Christians daring the last six months,—that officer 
replied, that if upwards of 200 Druse men and women bud been murdered by 
The Christians, at all events an equal number of Christians bad been murdered 
daring the ete pio Ly the Druses, and. that he would send officers through 
the villages to the names of the victims in question. 

‘As it may be a well at once to put this point beyond the ponsbility of 
Aoubit, I veature (0 transmit to. your Lordship extmcts from several private 
{ettors 1 have received from various persons resident in different parts of the 
Mountain, who are in a position to state authoritatively whether or no any 
Ascusinations have ocourred during the last six months in their respective 


very small and us each of these 
gentlemen inhabits part of the Mountain whicl will 
remain unanswered for; 
alloding to the same circa 
your Lardahip that the nows of 
‘ver the country. 

Tt only retains for me to mention the anmnes of my informants, The frst 
is Mr, Seott, an English silk-spinner the next. is M. Monguc, a French gentle 
than engaged in the «ame pursuit; Mr. Benton, Mr, Calhoun, and Mr, Rord are 
American nisonaron; aa Mr Abe is Her Mays Vie-Consal at Sidon 

ave, Ae 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


—— 
Tncloruro 1 in No. 490, 
Major Fraser to Lord Dufferin, 


‘My Loni, Beyrout, February 19, 1861. 
TT HAVE the honour to stato that when the list of Druses murdered by 
Christians since the tilitary decupation of Mount Lebanon sas handed to me at 
Soka, { requested the Christian at that place to furnish me with n wimilar 
lint of Christians stated by them to have been murdered by Drusos within the 


sume period 

“The, highest rate at which L bave ever heard these even lovely. stated 
camowated tor thirty + but to this moment no list of namves has been sent to mo, 
Saran agent, whom 1 wysel( eaployed at that time, could not procure the 
aaner ot more than three, and these without the corroborative particalars of 
date sod place of alleged crimes, 

L have, ke. 

(Signed) ‘A. J. PRASER. 


Lnclosure 2 in No, 490. 
Extracts from Letters received respecting reported Murders of Christians by Drusor 
From eee the Millary Occupation of the Mownaine 


From Mr, J. Scott, dated Shomlain, February 14=— : 

+ You may inform Lord Dufferin that I have no knowledge of any Chistian 
being killed by Druses since the arrival of the French military expedition in 
Syria. 
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“There was a report of a quarrel at Arsoon about some grapes, in which it 
‘was said s Maronite lost his life ; but I never heard that it was authenticated” 


From M, Mourgue, dated Ain Hamad, February 14 :— 

{* En réponse 4 votre billet hier, il n'est pas Atma connaissance qu'sueun 
neurtre, ni tentative de meurtre, ait été commis dans mon district, lo Meta, par 
les Druses sur la personne de quelques Chrétieas depuis arrive de MM. les 
Commissaires des grandes Puissances. 

© Lieffet moral qu’avait deja produit Varrivée de nous troupes était alors 
fit sentir, et le Metn plas que tout autre ne demandiit que la concorde, 

From Rev. J. E, Ford, dated Sidon, February 14 ;-— 

gi the only ease of the kind that hus come to my knowledge is that of two 
Christians who were murdered near the village of Ashich in Jebel Riba aboot 
the Ist of October. According to the accounts J then heanl the murderers were 
Druses of the Reis family, who were said to have had an old blood feud with the 
fuuily of tho murdered persons. I have since been told that two Arabs have 
been arrested on suspicion of their being the murderers." 


From the Rev, 8. 1. Callioun, dated Abeib, Februuty 15 ;— 

“Tn reply to your inquiry about the murders of Christians xince the coming 
of the French rilitary expedition, 1 have to may, that after taxing ty own 
memory, nnd that of another, himwelf a Christian, I have uo recollecton ot 
anything of the kind having occurred in all Lebanon, except the mutder of, 1 
believe, two Chriations in the region of Jezzin, of near the village of Niha It 
‘was raid that Druses were the murderers in this ease: though I afterwards heard 
that the guilty persons wete from further south, and wero perhaps Metualic I 
‘wat never uble to ascertain the fact as accurately ws I could wish? but I bel 
therowas.no doubt about the fhct of the murder, In all this quarter Lhave noe 
the slightest recollection of oything of the kind having occurred. I hold myself 
subject to correction in this rospect." 


From the Rev, W, Benton, dated Bhomdun, February 16, 1861 :— 

‘Tam bappy to state, for the information of Lord Dufferin, that we have 
heard of no instance of any such murde 

“1 have inquired of the Christians at Bhamdun repeatedly, but they have 
no knowledge of any cuses of this description.” 


Inclosure 3 in No, 490, 


Viee-Conmil Abela to Viee-Consul Rogers, 
(Transtation,) 
Ilustsous Sir, Sota, February 14, 1861, 

IN answer to your confidential lotter of yesterday, written to me by the 
order of Lord Duffetio, I have the honour to Inform you that, on Saturday, the 
‘ith of October of last year, when his Excellency Fuad Pasha was at Mokbiars, 
‘8 morder was committed in the elds belonging to the Druse village Kahlunich, 
which Is opposite to, and at a distance of half-an-hour from, Mokhtara. Some 
Inquiries were mado, but they resulted in nothing, it not being discovered seo 
either the murderer or the murdered man was. ‘The supposition was that be 
was a Christian because some Christian charms or relics were found on the 
corpic;; the Druses, om the other hand, pretended he was a Druse, but this 
‘wus not proved befote the Commission at Mokitara- 

In my letter No. 198 of the 2nd of November af last year, to Mr. Consul. 
General Moore, I gave an account of the murder of Shahin and his brother 
Abdallah Nihawi in the village Ashiyeh, in the district of Aklun Riban. At 
that time it way said that the ‘said’ murder tad been committed by the family 
of Beit Seif, of the village of Nika, in the distict of Shut; but subsequently 1 
heard that the said eritme hax been attributed to two Bedouin, who, iis said, 
wwere captured and conducted to Mokhtars. 

T have, &e. 
Gigned) "JACOB ABRLA. 
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No. 491. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell. (Received March 13.) 
(No. 74.) 
‘My Lord, Beyrout, February 24, 1861. 
“_1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Lordship’s information, 
copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed to Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople. 
T have, &. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 491. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Beyrout, Bebruary 24, 1861. 

1 HAVE tho honour to transmit to your Excellency, in the form of n 
Minuto, tho substance of the obscrrations I have f drens to 
colleazuer, at one of our unofficial meeti dugmenta 
to be passed by the Extmoninary ‘urkish 


Sir, 


laving gone into every particular ease separately, and having prefaced rny 
pals ithe cue Syn ptt review OL ae wlilé questions Cs ot thik 1 
heed trouble your Excellency with any explanatory remarks, 1 will content 
myself with stating that the conclusions embodied in the necompanying paper 
hve been arrived at after the most anxious deliberation, und are certainly 
uoinflucuced by any feelings of partiality towards any of the neoused. 

When { first camo to this country I was under the impression of those 
natural scatiments of indignation which animated every one. who had heard of 
the horrible atrocities perpetrated by the Druses on tho Christians, and T fully 
expected that the investigation it was become my duty to purmue would only 

ous impressions. 
ont ex tarps, Lowover, t Goon Dagan to acorer Va Ue webct waa 
more complicated than Thad i that there were two aides to the story ; 
‘and that it was quite possible it might become necessary to modify my opinions. 
Tn proportion as the real truth unfolded iteelf this conjecture became a certainty, 
and | am now in a position to state, without fear of contradiction, that however 
crimioal may have been the excessex into which the Druxox were subsequently 
betrayed, the original provocation eae from the Christians, and that they are 
theméclves, in m great measure, responsible for the torrents of blood which have 
on shed. 
vr Ths conaldetfon bud materli sono the conciaions'st which hare 
arrived regarding the prisoners referred ta in the Minute, and 1 have thought it 
my duty curefully to distinguish between those who may be regarded us mete 
atchers and those against whom no. graver allegation ean be brought than that 
they took prt in the wenoral hostilities which were being waged thoughout the 
Mowirnfortaoately, Une Turkish Teibueal has acted on a dierent principle, and 
swith an indiscriminating severity, which in my opinion is quite wnjustfinble. 
‘They have proposed to prooounes on the elaven Druse Shaiks, many of whom 
were certainly not concerned in the massacres, and all of whom volunturily 
surrendered to take their trial, a oe fatal seit han be ae oars foe 
ie blood-stained murderers who have attempted to fly fo 

thcaloue renee to any, has boca subcribe go witht leaden bythe Freoal 
nd Prunsian Commissioners, 

fore, however, entering further into the subject, perbaps T tid better 
al ni en ee ee aaa 
hold for the purpose of discussing the Tribunal’s judementa, and of drawing uj 
the note in which our opinions upon thems were to be communicated to Fu 


Pasha, vie 
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Last Thursday was the day appointed ; but as the business oceupied the 
whole of yesterday's sitting as well, for the sake of brevity I will consider 
the two conferences as one. 

Thad originally proposed that, although conducted in the absence of Fusd 
Pasha, our proceedings shonld be considered official, and be recorded in a 
Protocol. ‘This suggestion was first objected to, then adopted, and finally 
abandoned. 

Lill not trouble your Excellency with any minute detail of all that 
passed. Tt will be sufficient if I state the several opinions put forward by each 
member of the Commission. 

MM. Weekbecker, as our doyen, was the first to speak, He confirmed the 
judgment of the Court (perpetual jtoprisonment) in the case of Khoorshid and 
“Tahir Pashas, and the other Turkish prisoners, and acquitted all the Druse Chiefs 
hut three. Of these, tio convicted for murder he condemned to be executed, 
‘und for the other he demanded a revision of the trial. 

M. Béclard followed, and pronounced a universal sentence of death on 
‘Turks nd Druses, to be comrouted in the ease of one old Sheik, past 70. into 
perpetual imprisonment. Before concluding, however, be intimated his desire 
that none of the espital sentences pronounced at Moktarah should be carried 
into execution. 

‘When it came to my turn, I spoke in the sense described in the Minute, 
designating Khoorshiced Pasha, ‘Tahir Pasha, ond Nouri Bek, ax deserving. the 
extremity of punishment, with a recommendation to mercy in favour of the 
Inst : confirming the judgment of the Court on Wasfi and Achmet Efendi ; 
requiring revision of the judgments jn tho caxo of ix of the Druses ;  commu- 
tutlon of the capital sentence in fivour of three ; and subscribing to the execution 
afte wow een Partito i tho aareres hasbeen pur beyond a 


M. Novikow pronoui nself fhvourable to a sentence of death being 
recorded against the two Pushas and the Turkish Colonel; but he evinced a 


for life. As fo the Druses, his view differed both from mine and from 
M, Béclard's, Said Bey ho wos ready to pronounce guilty, though he admitted 
that tho evidence on the trial was ‘not enough to convict him. ‘Two of the 
sentences that I had wished to be revised le was ready to courinm, the others be 
proposed should be commuted ; while upon two or three he deelined to pronounce 
any opinion at all. He agreed, however, with the rest of the Commission in 
provouncing a enpital sentence hyguinst the two prisoners I have already designated 
* tet de Rebs tuded by th 
3 conc! jouncing upon all alike the same xweepi 

‘sootonce of death as that ‘already rivorded ‘by AM. Bachar aii 

‘This portion of the proceedings was termitated by all the Commissioners, 
with the exception of M. de Weekbecker, drawing upya note to Fund Pasha, copy 
of whieh bave the nou to cise, in which in vague and grteral ferne 

convey to hi» Excellency their dissatisfaction with the judgments proposed 
by his Extinordinary Tribunal, me 

Next Tuevdlay the Commission is to meet officially under the presidency of 
hin Excellency for the purpose of receiving his reply to our comnsdnication, and 
of expressing our individual opinions ia a more precise manner. 

1 the mean time I have communicated to his Excellency the substance of 
the telogram your Extelleney has forwarded to me from Lont Jolin Russell, 
announeing tbat the French and British Governments concur in the opinion that 
the execution of ono oF two of the Drusc Chiefs as ringleaders will satisty public 
justice. 
se Tia Excellency has answered tne in return that, provi 
of Burope will relieve bim from the responsibilities attachi 
leniency in the estimation of public opinion among the Christians, here-and in 
Europe, he will be too glad to follow a course so entirely in accordance with the 

nal seotiments of his Sovereign, 

Thaye also made a similar communication to M. Béclard, bot that gentleman 
‘only expressed great surprise at what I said, alleging that bis advices from 
M. Thouvenel merely instructed him to convey a recommendation to mercy to 
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the Turkish Government on behalf of the persons lately convicted of murder at 
Mokhtarah, 
aro arerence to thie subject way mention that when ML Beécard sugested 
yestenlay to the Commission that an intimation to the above effect should be 
Zonveyed to Fuad Pasha, he encountered some little opposition from M. Novikow 
Gnd M. de Rebfaes; M. Novikow urging with great truth that it would be w 
great injustice to suffer actual murderers to escape, when you condemn to death, 
$e at all events some of the Commissioners proposed to do, a number of Druse 
notables, against whom no particular nct of atrocity covld be alleged. 

Before concluding, I may venture to spend a few moments in analyzing the 
results of this important 


Your Excellency wil 


Pave 


obliged to differ oa ‘this lat tate itera 

beyond all praise, itis more in consequence of the difference 7 
ingeatigation we have ench resorted to, than any dis ntin oot appreciation 
of facts. Wo both agreo in attributing the original fault to Christians, |“ Along 
the whole boundary of the Mixed districts," said M, Novikow to me yeaterayy 
© the Christians were the first to commence the attack upon the Drnses." : We 
both agree in wishing ouly to condemn those implicated In the rowsancres ; ard 
in mnt ofthe individual verdita we have pronounced we are alo aged. 

‘The principal, nay I may almost say the only, points at which wa are, at 
variance are the opinions we tively on the ulpability of Khoorsid 
Pubs sod of Sad Dey Djemblat. Mis views in regard to the former 1 have 
olready alluded to, With respect to ‘the examination of the [ington of the 
fatter, he has adopted a principle which tome to be both dangerous and 
‘eritical. In the first place he recelves with implicit fiith, the statement of every 
Clutstlan that is given on oath, withont reference to its general chameter and 
dae eitwr considerations which may compromise its credibility, saying that unless 

ou connent ta do this, it will be imposible to arrive ata conclusion at all; and, 
Tate next, he tins allowed ‘information bo his aeyuired elsewhere to supplement 
‘the materials of conviction which he admits to be wanting it the proceedings ‘before 
the Court. ‘The consequence bas been. that. be atinales considerable weight to 
the testimony of 8 witness whose evidence I had discarded on, necount of the 
ralpable exazgeration of shany of his saterments; ond be line allowed himselt to 
te influenced by many of the stories curreot in the mouths of the unfortunate 
victims of tho late atrocities, and, probably, detailed by them in perfect good 
{aith, but which, unless subjected to the test of repetition in open Court, if not 
of eroxs-examination, ought never to be made the thread on which a human life 
Should bang, Were such a principle admitted, L donot know who inthis 
(Si ‘There ix searcely one 
‘isnot obnoxious. ‘Tho Turksand Chrstions, 
desire bis ruin, It .0n 
nes point by point, the 
send to your Excellency n copy 
iitlod that the cemarks T have: 
fied by its contents, If 
they a 
than a judge, 
and death, in bebalf of a man wi 
‘conclusions and, I may almost venture to say, 
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of my colleagues. ‘The observations, moreover, it embodies, were made 

or unofficial meetings, the document has not besa communicated to ans ieteert 

ane at blogs it bie not a. a line or a word which was not dictated by a 

conscientious desire to state the exact conclusions to be ‘impart 

analysis of the proceedings before the Court. epee es 
Thave, &. 


(Signed) DUFFERD 


Inclosure 2 in D 


Minute om the Judgments proposed to be passed on the Turkish Officials and 
i E used on the Ti rials and Druse 
Chiefs by the Extraordinary Tribunal of ere 


THE British Commissioner hax the honour, in the following Minute, of 
tnunicating to his colleagues the impressions conveyed to his taind. by sarelal 
study of ‘the procés-eerbane of the trials of the Turkish officials and Drose 
vs judament in the prison of Beyrout; but before reviewing 
win to etalish ina prociae tmaaner tho principles which 
ight to regulate any reviml of the proceed 
cedisay Trius tn ee ronan ae ie 
According to the understanding arrived ut between the Ottoma 
sioners and the Representatives of the Five Powers it wns determined thet nes 
Cowmission should have the privilege of aia er in person oF by depaty, 
At the proceedings of the Court; ‘any sentence was recorded by 
his Excellency Fund Pasba against any of the prisoners, the Commissioners should 
hhave tho right to submit to his Excellency aay observations the occasion tnigit 
require. By this arrmagement, the Eurpean Representatives became in sore 
sort Assessors with his Excellency on the cases brought belore him, ‘und 
responsible for whatever verdict might be rendered upon « ‘ 
‘The exercise of these functions necessarily involves an inqoi 
into the absolute guilt oF innocence of the accused, but an pees ae thn'd 
Of the degree of culptbilty attaching to every individual. -‘Theimportance of th 
eration is enhanced by the fact that thero are more than two parties to tl 
cause on which our attention is engaged. ‘The aceusations of the Christian 
Prosecutors are directed, not only against their Druse enemies, but also against 
the Ottoman authorities; while the Deuses, in their turn, accuse the Christiune, 
and the Ottoman authorities accuse both Druses and Christians. It becomes, 
therefore, the duty of those who are watebing the proceedings ou behalf of Burope 
carefully to disentangle the truth from the network of reorimination in which it 
‘is involved, i onder to assign their due share of responsibility to each of the 
Partios concerned. "Suck 1 precaution is rendered all the more necessary by the 
suspicions proposal of the Turkish tribunal to condema, at a single swoop, the 
eleven Druse Chiefe to deutis, while the lighter penalty of imprisonment 
adjudged to each of theit own co-religionists. Before, therefore, proceeding any 


further, the Keith Commissioner would Wi ion— 


uM prepa 
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elieve that Christians of other denominations were required, under pain of 
ce in caso of their refusal, to take part in the Holy War. 

Tt would further appear that, not content with the confidence inspired by 
the enormous superiority that a ‘nation of 150,000 souls over a tribe 
scarcely numbering 30,000 persons, the Christian clergy endeavoured still farther 
to animate the courage of their flocks, by telling them that their endeavour to 
attuin undisputed possession of the Lebanon would be warmly countenanced by 
the Powers of Christendom. It is not to be imagined that these designs, $0 
opealy prosecuted ns to have become notorious months before tho final outbreak 
occurred, should have remained: uoknown to those against whom they were 
directed.’ The ambitious insolence of one party naturally aroused the savage 
indignation of the other. Preparations for attack bogot preparations for defixce : 
the moral atmosphere of the Mountain became surcharsed with the elements of 
the most direfal hostility; isolated collisions—it is idle to inquiro by whom 
begun, but ehameterized on both sides-by native barbarity—beeamo the pre- 
cursors of the impending strusgle. Bodles of armed men passed over from the 
Kesronan info the Mised districts, burning and killing as they marched. "The 
Christians of Zahlch sallied forth to the contest, and war became jaevitabie, 

Under these circum 


‘and of cowards itt ¥0.. ‘The Turkish authorition wore evidently 
indispoved to prevent 1d nothing was Teft to them but 

ct of itural valour to become 
‘coufounded with the horrible massacres which subsequently oceurred in ocaitien 
beyond the precincts of the Mountain, and under the immnedinte protection of 
Turkish garrisoos? If, in that inovitable sequence of events by which the 
struggles of barbarous tribes are too often terminated, and whieh on this oceasion 
ects to have been eepecially azgravated by the interporition of official influences, 
horrible excoses wero committed, in every Chief who summoned his followers 
around him, and propared for the ‘battle, or who even carvied on tho war 
tcconiing to the ‘esbaroos wiges ‘practbed from time Irsmemeral fn’ the 
Mountain,—to be ruthlesly stigmatized as an assassin, oF to he held responsible 
for all tho exocmes of his infuriated dependents? Above all, Is he to pay the 
forfeit of his head, while the Turkish authorities who remained inactive spectators 
of the tumult, whose officers superintended the massacres and conducted the 
Victims to the shambles, aro euffered to excape ? 

‘The Fritish Coumissiozer cannot remain silent while v0 gross a perversion 
af utc i proposed; and he is abla toad, ual proof cu ba shown to 
the contrary, that the Turkish civil and military Pabax at Beyrout were not 
‘hie responaiie for what ocurred. 1 uals imposible fort to recog- 
tlze as w principle thot the mere fact of tho Chiefs of w barbarous tribe having 
taken part In u defeosive war can be alleged ax n capital offence ; yet such wera 
to bo the doctrine laid down by the Extruordinary ‘Tribunal of Beyrout. ‘The 
Ottornan authorities are dealt with as secondary criminals, whilst wontence of 
death is recorded agiiont every one of the Drase Chiefs, most of whom are not 
‘even accused of having participated in the masueres, who voluntarily surrendered 
thornselves into the hinds of justice, aod whow ewes therefore demand, not 
an indulgent, at all events an fonpuetial, consideration. 

With these few preliminary remarks the British Comtnisgionce will now 
proceed to consider separately the case of each of the accused 


Khoorahi: Paka.—The proceedings before the Conrt have not brought to 

light any circomatance to dim responsibility naturally attaching to the 

Govomor General af Stida, for the disorders which: ner ocourred 

is to have remained an indifferent xprotator, 

id plundered, and the most murderous hostilities 

within i ‘and though solemnly 

warned by the Consuls of the Five Buropean Powers, be took n0 step to prevent 

the consummation of & catastrophe Which it ia iapoasible to believe he did not 
forcecn. 

Did Hot thexe circumstances, sufficiently establish the calpability of is 

condzet, the fact of tho butchery of Christians having continued after his arrival 

A Deie-el-Kanar would place it beyond a doubt: Whether the sonmeqence of 
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vowardice, imbecility, or design, a deretiction of duty which bas resulted in so 
great a sacrifice of buns life requires to be visited with the utmost severity. 


Tahir Pashe—The observations suggested by the perusal of the procés-cerbal 
of Khoorshid Pasha’s trial are equally applicable’ to that. of this prsonee, ‘No 
circumstance bas come to ight caleulated: to: diminish his responsibility. aa 
nuilitary Commander of the forces, and it is ouly too evident he made no serious 
effort to stop the effusion of blood, 


Nouri Bey—This prisoner's fatal neglect to do his duty is beyond doubt, 
sud the sentence to be posed upoo him expat be tas seme, sae my be 
presumed, however, that the attitude of his Chief may: have. influenced. bis 
‘conduct, and as it does not appear that he is implicated in any of the rassacres, 
Se fre Someta brary not think it unreasonable if a distinction were 

le between his guilt and that of the other more atrocious military criminals 
Already condernned to deuth or executed, . pais 


Ali Way Bfendi.—Tho nccused has been sentenced by the Court to 
temporary imprisonment and dismissal from the public service. Tho Minutes of 
ovidence are so destitute of all materials for forming a true estimation of the 
Prisoner's guilt of innocence, that it becomes difficult to pronounce any opinion 
‘00 the procenverbal which has beon communicated to the Commissioners, 


Ahmet Saleh Rfendi-—The sane observation is applicable to the proeie 
verbal of this prisoner, 


Seid Bey Jumblat,—Peforo proceeding to pronounce an opinion on the 
individual guile innocence of Us prisoner, atl hie brother Alokutajs the 
Veitinh Commissioner would wish to observe, that the sentence proposed to be 
[passed by the Court is « sufficient indication that there has existed no desire oa 
the part of the Prosecution for the Crown to shelter the accused from punish 
ment; that the trial of all the prisoners has extended over several «months, 
during the course of which the Government has bd every facility for collecting 
evidence and prosecuting the case to the last extremity : that during the whole 
of this period the defondants hare been immured in prison, and shut off frou all 
‘comiouniention with their friends outside; that, consequently, they have bad no 
ane of preparing regula defence; tat thei couse has been eijdiated ou 
Chriatian testimony alone; that no Druso witnoss has been examined 5 and that 
all the advantages of the situation have been. on the side of the Prosecution, 
scat, Uminn, erafor, having been taken to secure a conviction, it neces: 

mm ‘acquittal or condemuation most. not depend on. an 
tonaleration foreign to the eidenice wir which wo. have een feeluhed ad 
that it would be # gross violation of justice were a decision to be arrived at 
independent of that which is authorized by the proceedings before the Court. 
‘This roxerve becomes very important, from the fact that the judicial investigation 
‘on which wo are engaged hus been conducted during a season of intense political 
esciternont ; that the nation of which the prisoners are the Chiefs has ‘bocome 
obnoxious to the hatred of powerful and numerous community : that on such 
sceasions the most unfounded calumnnies are necessarily current : that the mces 
among whom we lived. are notoriously ntiuthfol ; and that it requires a consi- 
erable effort of the mind to release itself from the tyranny of public opini 
‘order to adjudicate impartially on cases already disposed of by the prejudices of 
‘an infuriated und unscrupulous population. i 

It is therefore a matter which nearly concerns our honour that the verlict we 
ar about to pronounce should be hereafter rated by Burope, when the evidence 
hich evoked it comes to be subjected to the impartial scrutiny of persons 
removed fromm the turbulent jnflueuces which surround ourselves, 

‘With these few observations the British Commissioner now turns to the 
Gxamination of the degree to which the first prisoner on the list, Said Bey 
Jumblat, may bo supposed to have been implicated in the late transactions, 

_ Before, however, coosidering the graver and more sweeping charge brought 
against this individual, as the principal author and promoter of the late hornble 
catastrophe jn the Moonta, it may be more convient to pass in review the 
‘minor allegations against hit enumerated ia the indictment. 


‘These are five in number - 2 

Jat. That he sent letters to the people of Jezzin to hull them into security, 

Sod, ‘That he gave his word to Tahic Pasha that no harm should happen to 
the inhabitants of Deirel-Kamne. 

rd. Phat he received into his house Ismail-el-Attrash, and his followers, on 
their return from Zableb. 

4th. That be seat Ati Boy ¢l Hamndi to Hasbeya, under the pretext of 
conducting his sister to Moktara, but really with the intention of assisting in 
the butchery of the Christians ; and 

Sth. ‘That he commissioned Zeed-ed-Deon to cut off the head of the Emir 
Said-ed-Decn Shehab of Hasbeya, and subsequently rewanted the emissary who 
executed this behest 

Of these, Nos. 3, 4, and 5 are very serious, and if cithor of the two last 
were to be considered proved, the British Conimissioner would be of opinion that 

ction of expital punishment would bo a well-merited penalty. 

With regard. to the two first accasations: it does not appear that much 
importance can be attached to them. ‘The letters written by Said Bey to. the 
people of Jerzin wem to have been documents, containing injonctions and 
gencral exhortations to maintain the. peace, which it seems probable. the Druse 
Chief sas anxious to preserve, and asthe disturbances in that partioalar locality 
commenced by the Christians of Jezzin attacking the Drusea of the Shoo, it 
‘would Le unjast to strain the purport of communications written bofore the 
onthreak fo the unnatural meaning with which it is now proposed to invost 
them, 

‘To the nccusation which stands second ou the list, to the effect that Suid 
Bey promised Tahir Pusla that no haem should happen to the people of Deir-el- 
Kamar, ho is inclined to attach still fess importance. Ho regard i, in fact, ns an 
instance of that tendepoy, to which he has before alluded, to shift all the blame 
‘of what hax happened from the shoulders of the ‘Turkish nuthorities to thon of 
tho Druses, In tho first placo it is manifestly unjust to make nm Druse Mokatajt 
responsible for eventa which occurred in a town garrisoned by ‘Turkish troops, 
aand beyond his jurisdiction ; und in the next, it appeurs from the evidence of one 
of tho witnesses for the prosecution, thit Said Hey had actually proposed, some 
time before the outbreak, to place his timily under tho protection of the officer in 
command of Bteddin, and that be had earnestly cntreated the inhabitants of 
Deir-el-Kamar, got to surrender their arms, and not to allow Tahir Pashe to go 
away. Moreover, itis proved over and over again. that it was under the auspices 
‘of other Chiets that the slaughter of tho Christians of Deir-el-Kamar was 
conducted. 

When we come to the third count, however, matters assume a graver 
aspect. It has been proved, indeod the ‘prisoner biruself acknowledges, tht, 
immediately after the affair of Zahloh, Trmail-cl-Attrash arrived at Mokbtara, and 
that he and his followers wero received with mil the accustomed honours by 

Soch a cireummstanco ax this naturally leads one to suspect that the 
movements of the Haran Chief must have been more or less approved of b 
the prisoner, oF, akllevents, that fc had boen, to a certain degre, privy to ia 
proceedings. Now, os iti a wellknown fuct that the massacres at Rasheya 
‘were the handiwork of Tomail-el-Attensh and his Arab and Druso followars, it 
‘would be scarcely unjust to consider that, ty welcoming him to his roof, the 
prisoner bad become, to wome extent, an accomplice in his guilte 

‘Such. in facts was the conclusion at which the British Commissioner arived, 
when this <igniticant fact was clicited, at the commencement of the prceedings, 
fand be fully expected that collateral proof would have been fartheoming to place 
‘Said Bey's complicity beyond all doubt. He confesses, however, that in proportion 
‘as the real truth bas come:to be unfolded before the Court, the tendency of the 
‘evidence has been quite in the opposite direction, Said Bey it asked whether 
he did oot send the ends of his wife's veil to. the Chief of the Hauria, as an 
indieation of the extromity in which he and his people stood. ‘The prisooer 
denies that be did anything of the kind; nnd no atom of evidence is 4 
support of the assertion. On the contrary, it is distinetly proved tut, 
immediately on Said Bey's receiving intellis:nce of Attrash’s arnival, he seat to 
inform the Government of the fact; nnd he seems to bave been much more 
cemabarrassed than pleased by the event. It is true he did not subsequently close 
his gates when the Hauran Chieftain came to Mokhiara, nor did he refuse him 
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the honours customary on such an occasion ; but he states that he absented 
himself from homeas inuch as possible, that he acquainted the Goverament with 
the circumstance, and that the usages of the country and the exigencies of his 
own peculiar position rendered certain amount of complaisance to bis self 
invited guest an imperative necessity. ‘This pleadoes not seem unworthy of our 
‘consideration. 
It is to be remembered that the Druses of the Lebanon, 
ment of the proceedings, stood iv dau 
Christian enemies. In’ their extremit 
‘summoned 0 kindred Chieftain of the Hauran to come to. their assistance. On 
his way he and his wild followers burn, pillago, and destroy; and he is justly. 
regarded by bis victims ns a blood-stained nseasin yet by thane be bas apne 
to rescuc, he is naturally looked upon as a deliverer and a hero. Might it not 
hhave been difficult, if not impossible, for a brother Chief, however indixposed to 
approve of bis excesses, to have driven him with ignominy ftom his door, and 
to have. violated, in the person of a victorious ally, those rites. of hospitality 
which in the Bast are esteemed so sacred? Such seems to be the excuse 
referred by the prisoner, and the British Commissioner cannot but adsait that in 
opinion they greatly mitigate the importadce of the ciroumstance referred to 
ia the count under conaMeation 
next charge against Said Bey Jomblat is that, under pretence of 
seoding him on a ussion to conduct his sinter to Mokitsah, he dispatched AW 
Bey Hammadi to: Hasbeya, in order to orguniee the roamacres which took place 
here. 
Hero, however, we find ouryelves. again embarrassed by the dis 
between the evidence and the deduction derived {rom it, disagreeably ine 
in thin instance, by the suspicious exaggeration of the pliruscs in which the 
accusation is conveyed. It seems an undoubted fact that Ali Hamad) and a 
umber of Drives did vet out, on the occasion refered to, for Hasbeya, and 
although it has been only proved that he arrived in the vicinity of the ill-fated 
village on the day in question, there ix reason to believe he, and, at ull eventa, 
some of his followers, passed over to the place before tho massactes were 
finished. It might not then. be tunreasonable: to onjectare, if’ we aceopt the 
theory of the events of the Mountain being a deeplaid plot, whose ramifications 
hud been ‘carefully elaborated by. the ‘cousphalora: thet so rents 
evincidenice must have been the result of an intentional combination; but even 
90, itis rather a dangerous streteh of the imagination to infer that Ati Hamad 
most have been sent to organize a tragedy which was, probably, commenced 
before he arrived. But so fir as our information enables us to form an opinion, 
‘there it no reasons to muppose that the events in the Mountain. at all pomessed 
that detibernte character which i sought to be attributed to them, and it seems 
probable that, wotil hounded on by the Turkish garrisons, the Druses mover 
contemplated the outrages they subsequently committed. ‘Though the war 
raged all: over tho Lebanon, it was only in places where Turkish troops 
Were present that thove wholesale miwacres occurred and itis a fact worthy of 
‘espeolal notice t was not until the arrival at Hasbeya of an emissary 
from Damascus that tho signal yns given for the slaughter, > 
{tis to be remembered, morcover, that the masacrex occurred immediately 
after the funeral of © Druse notable who had: been mortally wounded in ® 
revious combat with the Christians, nnd whose death appears to huve caused 
n unusual degree of formentation. " Up to that moment. the relation between 
the Druses outside the Serail and the Christinas within bad not been unfriendly 
No general batehery neems to have been either dreaded by the one purty OF 
contemplated by the other, though it is possible that ill-designing pervous may 
have been prepared to seize with avidity the opportunity to stimulate, to an 
indeGaite extent, the vindictive, feelings aroused by the death of rite 
leader, and it is very significant fact that Osiuan Bey was present ut the 
ceremony in question. 
Atall events, the thread of evidence by which it is sought to connect Sail 
Bey with the events of Husbeya is far too slender to be depended on in a court 
of justice. Ali Hamndi, though apparently of late become an asiociata of Seid 
Box, cannot be looked’ upon. as his dependent. On the contrary be ane 
Mokataji und a Sheik of a rival house, formerly in open hostility with the family 
of Jumblat, and apparently only subsequently reconciled ta it by the yense of a 


common danger. It might, therefure, be very unsafe to make Said 
however friendly their relations at the time may appear to have been, responsible 
for Ali Hamadi’s conduct, or for the actions of those who accompanied him, 
even though they were, a8 it is somewhat vaguely alleged, Said Bey's own 
dependents. In the state of excitement which evidently prevailed an absent 
Chief can be held as little responsible for the excesses of his savage clansmen us 
4 commander of disciplined troops for the outmges they cowmit ib a town taken 
by assault. ruses and Christians both Jooked upon the affair as a war. Atthe 

etment cach party conducted itfuccording to those savage rules which 
Jong usage has consecrated in tho Mountain, 

An unforeseen combination suddenly invested it with a character of unusual 

atrocity, but it does appear from the evidence before us that the prisoner at all 
contribated to give to the struggle, which it is known be earnestly deprecated, 
the sinister character it subsequently assumed, Tt would rather soem, a4 far 36 
we are able to conjecture from the meagre materials before us, that Suid Boy 
wus all along the representative of the moderate party in the Druse camp at & 
moment when the danger which threatened his nation rendered moderation i 
juestionable virtue, und evidently compromised his popularity. ‘The fact of the 
followers of rival house marching through his feudal village of Mokhtuenb, 
singing the war-ery of another Chief as wax shown on the tral, the Christian 
nickname of Hanon,” which was apie tothe prisoner by is owt people in 
derision of his unpatriotic neutrality, his publicly beating the Drasex who Faised 
the war-ery, his having saved hundreds of Christians, and still more tho fact of 
hundreds of Christians baving trusted to hitn for protection, aro all eircusnstanices 
significative of this inclination, 

‘That he sympathized with his co-roligioniste in probable that he did not 
o all an impartial spectator would have dono is certain; that he, perhaps, 
exulted over the discomfiture of his nation's eneraies may be inngined 
even mgorded with indifference the atrocities which others committed is 
possible; but that there ix any proof that ho eithor organised ae took ony part in 
‘them cannot be pretended 

On the other baud, it may be urged that the dificulty in procuring evidence 
sufficient to commit the prisoner is not the result of his innocence, but of his 
superior cunning ; that with the duplicity in which Orientals nrg uch adepts 
hho secretly fomented the troobles he pretended to appense, and that while he 
saved some to bear witness in his favour in case w day of retebution should 
arrive, he secretly incited the Jess cautious of his brother Chiefs to commit the 
cerimes he was too prudent to exyage in himeelf, 

Such conduct would not have been without example in the annals of 
Eastern nations, and the conjecture is not suificiently improbable to require us 
to discard it without examination, if countenanced by a fatr amount of collateral 
evidence. Iu the particular case under consideration, however, the Miritish 
Commissioner ix of opinion that there is no trustworthy indication which would 
‘warraot such an interpretation of the prisoner's conduct, and that if due allow= 
ance be made for the natural passions which must influence a man whose ation 
was in danger of extirpation at the hands of a hostile tribe, it may be oven 
matter of surprise that his conduct xbould not have been tore ambiguous, 

We now come to the most grave, because the most definite, charge 
hhas been brought against Suid Bey, to tho effect that he commissioned i ou 
Zeed-ed-Deen to go to Husbeya, and bring him the head of the Mabonvedan 
Emir Suid-ed-Deen, If this were proved, nothing would be more damning 10 
the prisoner; and we should be relieved from the painful responsibility. of 
cextricating the truth from the mas of suspicious evidence before um. But when 
vee come to examine the testimony upon which the charge is bused, it dissolves 
into the same unsubstantial elements which have already 40 often disappointed 
our search. 5 

In the first place, no proof is given that the person in question ever received 
any such commission from Said Bey ; or, in the next, that be hnd anything to 
do with the tourder of the Emir. It is true the latter fac is taken for granted, 


fon the authority of a mazbatta presented to the Grand Medjtis at Damascus; 
but an examination of that document will only afford an instance of the rash 
‘mode in which the Tribunal is disposed to deal with evidence, 

So far from containing any satisfactory proof of Zeed-ed-Deen having been 
the author of the alleged crime, the persons who signed the mazbatia expressly 
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state that they could not see who it was who was cutting off the head, and that 
thos only conjectured it must fave been Zeed-ed-Deen, because a woman told 
them it was he, As a crowning illustration of the utter untrustworthiness of 
‘such an assumption, it may not be out of place to mention that the Tribunal of 
Mokhtara have already condemned, on the evidence of eye-witnesses, two other 
persons for the commission of the very erime of which Zecd-ed-Deen is therein 
Rocused. Could a more flagrant instance be adduced to warn us of the extreme 
caution we mst ei acepting, as prove the lose statements on ‘which the 
‘Tribunal seems to have founded their conclusions? 

‘Having thus gone through the separate allegations, let us now examine the 
general and most sweeping charge of all, the charge on which the Tabunal 
fects to be inclined to lay the greatest stress, ond which heads, and coucludes 
tho indiotment against the prisoner. It is couched pretty much in the following, 
tarms: “ Said Bey, os the supreme head of all the Druse Chiefs and Mokatajis, 
{ook a principal share in all the events of the Mountain, whether great or small, 
and was the tioral organizer and author of all that bappened.” “The question 
which we have to ask ourselvos i, whether this assertion as been proved by the 
ovidence adduced before the Court. The British Commissioner is compelled to 
rdmit that it has not. In the first placo, it seems incorrect. to describe Said Bey 
Djumblat as head of the Druse Chiefs, Ax fr as we know ‘anything of the 
internal organization. of that nation,. it would mem to consist of s Federal 

dal Chics often at enmity. mith one another. To 
power to Said Bey; ix evidently a gross exagze- 
the House of Raslan ; and in 
otticial_ position It in true 
‘hin wealth may 
‘but his pre-emit 
‘a it appenrs in the evidence, operty from the forays of hostile 
Chieti. To say, therefore, that in moments of great excitement, when the 
‘existence of tho nation was at stake, ond when the Councils of the more violent 
‘and martial of its eaders would be likely to prevail, that Said Bey must be held 
rexponmible for whatevor was determined is evidently an unjust conclusion. Yet 
it in upon this assumption that the chief acovsations which have been brought 
jst him» are based, Ismail-el-Attruch, and a horde of Arabs come from the 
fauran to save his fellow Drases from the extremity of danger; it is Said Boy's 
crime that they did not immediately disperse, ‘The unfortunate Christians of 
Hisbeya, Rosheyn, and Deir-el-Kamar, three places garrisoned by Turkish 
troops, and beyond the precincts of tho Labasion, are barbarously tmorfcrd it is 
Said Bey who must havo organized tho massacre. ‘The Christians of Jezxin 
impeudenty bro, ‘bam the villages. of their Druse neighbours, the Druscs 
tly, and in thee tur pillage and laughter the Christan ageresars itis Said 
Bey who must have the whole alfuir, olthough it is elearly proved on 
tho testimony of the Christians themselves, as far aa human evidence can show, 
that so far from, having either organised of taken part in the horrors which have 
‘occurred. the prisoner had: all along: declared himself averse to the war; had 
proposed in case of atack to place himself under the protection of the Turkish 
faurrison of Deirel-Kamar ; lad more than once remarked with obvious truth 


from all participation 

customary "ado mat 

surrendered himself to take his tral, 
Howran. 

Tn the face of so much evidence tending to the exculpation of the prisoners 
it becomes impossible o attoch mach weight to the contradictory and evidently 
Untrustworthy testimony of the few persons who have alleged anything really 
ranzible agumst the prisoner, while the mass of hearsay testimony which has 
Veen allowed, most improperly, to encumber the proceedings, must be discarded 


swith contempt, Under these circumstances, the only course left open to the 
Tajtch Commissioner, is to express his deliberate opinion that it does not, appear 
fon the face of the proceedings that the prisoner cither organized or authorized 
‘the Inte massacres in the Lebanon, and that consequently the judgment proposed 
by the Tribunal must be revised. 


‘Hussein Talhook.—This prisoner is stated to be the oldest of the Mokatajis, 
‘and among those who are second in. point of influence, He is accused of having 
fej Unus'in his hands st the attack of Hadeth and Baabdah ; but it is to be 
Ptembered, that on the day before the fight which took place sround these 
Tillages, their inhabitants, accompanied by 400 Christians, who had arrived 
‘the evening before from the ‘Kesrouan, had sallied forth into the Druse country, 
burning and slaughtering as ‘went. ‘This movement, together with 
s corepoading ove made Wy ‘the Christians of the Metn, may’ be regarded us 
the outl ‘of the war. ‘The counter demonstration ‘of the Druses was the 
teomal consequence of the Agaression made pon them. But, though many 
sana in Talecth and Baabdah were bumed, it is not pretended that either 
lage was the scene of any massacre. Indeed, but few persons, either Droso ot 
Christian, lost their lives on this occasion. There is something, therefore, 
nel, revolting to find that an aged inan, past 70, is condemned to death, 
Haene f. sach a unoment be sould have appeared on the scene with the inten- 
Crea he himselt very plainly asserts to provent the furthor aproad of disorder. 
Had he been a young tun, ad ha be even Been proved fo Taye Une the, nowt 
Titive leader in the attack, he would scarcely have merited any very severe 
punishment; but under existing clrcumatances to record a capital wentence 


figainst the accused, iv sixaply absurd. 


Amad Talhook.—The sbove observations are equally. applicable to thie 
prisoner. 


Hossein Bek Neked.—The prisoner is accused of having been present on the 
occatton of tho frat conflict in tho acighbourbood of Deiiel-Kamar, ‘This inci- 
Jeet however, rust not be confoondad with the sbussacres of which that anfor- 
tes town Wceuine the theatro cightcen days later. ‘The two events. are quite 
amret, ond 0 peculiarity distinguished the fiat from any of the ordinary, col- 
Sitinet ual between hontle tribes. There are consequently wo grounds for 
Siounding the prisoner with those pemons wlio promote or orgued tie 
massacres which took place on the occarion of the ubrequent attack of Deir-el- 
Karnar, nearly month afterwards, 


Anod Anad-—Tho shove Observations are equally applicable to. this 
prisoner, who seems to have been merely preacut nt the siege of Zahleh, but 
Sgainat whom no particular charge is laid. 


"The prisoner was present at the fight at 
ilioablo to hia ease us those which the 
honour of submitting to his colleagues 


Selim Jumblatt—The prisoner is accused of ieading & band of marauders, 
chy 


who pillaged and snaltreated worsen in Jezzin, and the charge is supported by 
eral eee, drawn up at the invitation of the Mudir of that ret, 
fhe ctatements contained in these documents could be substantiated, tie accused 
the stanly be considered deserving of severe punishment. Unfortunately 
however, they are such mere en parte statements, of 0 vague and loose a 
sennie, os fo render ft dificult to found any judicial eaneloxion upon then. 
Se eet of the people of Jezzin hnving been the first to beg the attwek, as has 
teen already mentioned, must also be taken into account. 


Jemaled-Din Homden—The evidetice against, this prisoner consis of 6 
document oil tore uasatisinctory, and quite inadmissible m a Court of Justice, 


Miha-ed-Din Skibli—The guilt of this prisoner as the murderer of the 
Principal of the Convent of Amik ray be considered proved 








os 


Ali Said.—The evidence 
he docs not seem to 


Inclosure $ in No. 491. 


MAL, Béclard, Rehfuer, Novikow, and Lord Dufferin, to Puad Pasha. 


Beyrowt, le 23 Féerier, 1861. 

LES Soussignés, aprés avoir pris connaisance des pidcos du procts des fone 
tionnaires Ottomans ct des Shen Druses detenoa Teyrouth,crosent devoir se 
borner & constater quo de ces pidees il ne résulte aucune circonstance attenuante, 
de nature A établir avee certitude que lex fonctionnaires et ofliclers Ottomans ne 
foot Pas responsables en principe des événements qui ont ensanglanté Ia 
Montagne, et amend le massacre de 6,000 Clirdtiens. Dans la pensée des quotre 
Commissaires de France, de Grande Bretagne, de Prose, et de Russie, cette 
responsabilité continue, ils ont regrot A ledire, h poser sur lex Agents de Vautorte 
Ottomane, aus moins autant que sur les plus coupmbles des Chefs Druses, ct ta 
Aiférence des chitiments fotligés aux uns et aux autros ne trouve pas & lure 


‘Youx, Ja justification suffisanto dans lea pices du proc soutnises h har cement 

Eo conmquence len Soussignés ont Mhouncur Winviter son Escellone 
Fund Pasha ' suppléer par sa propre initiative, ct dans Te Wgitimve exercioe dos 
Pliny pouvolrs dont il est muni, en consultant & la fois lev inspirations de 4a 


onncience et len ndcesités nual imprieuses qu'urgentes dela justice, hep quil 
Fiylincomplet dans ostruction, ot dincyuitable dans low sentences ds 


ibgaal o ponies “ A terminer le plus promptemeat ible cette euvre 
le ion dont les lenteurs ont entravé depuis six mois lo ritablissctnent do 
ordre dane le Libase = 
(Signé) 1. BECLARD. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
REHEUES, 
NOVIKOW. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 491. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H, Buber 


concurred in the opinion 
a ringleaders would satisfy the 

oxigencies of public just 

‘One of the responsibilities which I have felt the most infully during the 
‘transaotion of the business in whieh TI have been ae the last six 
‘months hos been that whieh involved the expression of an opini 
‘ife and death, | ‘This duty I have heen endeavouring hitherto to discharge to the 
best of my ability; and wherever I have been able conscientiously to do so, my 
voioe has been raised on the side of mercy. ‘The Minute I bave forwarded in 
another despatch of this day's date was already written when the % 
arrived, snd, as your Excellency will perceive, 1 had determined to conseat to 
the excoution of only two of the Druse Chiefs 

But in announcing this resolution to the Commission, I felt I should 
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probably provoke a considerable amount of disagreeable opposition, and that it 
‘would require some persistence to make it prevail. = 
Under these ciramstances it was a eet satisfaction to me to a tat | 
bad only anticipated the humane wishes of Her Majesty’s Government, and that 
I need not fear having weakly sacrificed the interests of a necessary just 
y misplaced feeling of clemency. - ‘ 
9 ee ear et akc ecieany {pl boat oa, il ae sae the lives 
of the twenty or thirty unfortunate wretches condemned by the Tribunal 
Mokhtara, [t was much against my will that these misguided men, however 
blood-stained they might be, were doomed to death, and it was only the dread of 
betraying the mission on which I was sent that enabled me to go through the 
disagreeable duty of subscribing to the infliction of capital punishment upon 
them. Now that Her Majesty's Government has relieved me from all responsi~ 
bility of this kind, I shall continue to prosecute wy other duties under much 
ter auspices. aia 
Toancholy eaifaction to (kink tnt wo shall have no. difficulty in 
scecing the ‘tingle individeal who ls to suffer, "There in at present ia the prison 
ft Beyrout a Drose Chief of some importance whose guilt is x0 atrocious und 
‘leatly proved that all the Commissioners have recorded a unanimous verdict 


against him. a 
(Sign) ee NUEPERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Tnclonure 5 in No. 4 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, February 24, 1861. 

: iui Jy of the 15th inxtaut I beg to transmit 
meet, Severs iol tion, five other clauses which have been: 
tulded to those already agreed upon, by the Comnoner, 1 a Danis for their 
projected of tho Lebanon. 

Ti cutee Now tt your aleny ive tint the et, formar » 
i in 
‘of tho Christian Kalmoaks owe population J+ gompowe of 


Loclowure 6 in No. 491. 
Articles 12 t0 16 of the Basis for the Future Government of Syria. 


Article 12. AU lieu des vingt-quatre anciens Mokitas, le Liban sera diviné 
‘en six citconseriptions, savoir :-— % ram 
Krab, y Compris la partie inféticure, et lex autres ms 
LT tg 
Y 4 F: 
hee “pte ns, sauf le Karwh, juequ'au Nohir-el-Kelb, 
h et san territoire. Pl 
Raa tae a eee Ae 
‘5. Le territoire & popalation mixte, situé au sud dela route de Damas, 
Sisal ares Maronites environnants, 
|. Le Jezzin, J ecront rattachés les groupes Marot e 
five 13: Le Melle Juaiure de premilretatance égea a chaflieu d 








6 
chaque circonseription, et se composera de trois membres au moins, six au plus, 
selon le nombre po Aéments constitutifs de la population, et de telle iad gut 
chacun d'eux soit té par un membre. 

Dans le cas ot it n'y atrait que deux €éments, le tribunal sera composé de 
trois membres, dont deux fournis par l'éléinent pr it. 

ua présidence wera exeroge a tour de re mensuellenent, par chacun 
des membres da Madi en eas de partage le Président aura toojurs voix pré- 
poudéeante, 

Art: 14. ‘Le Modjlix Administratif se composers. dans chaque ion, 
conformément au principe adopté pour le Medjlis Judiciire, de trois membres au 
moins, et six membres au plus 

Dans les cieouscriptions désignées a I'Article 12 sous Jes nyméros 4 and 
5, le Medjlis Administratif sera composé de xix membres, doot trois Chrétiens et 
trols nom-Chrétic 

Art, 15. Les membres des Medjlis Administratifs et Judiciaires de premi¢ro 
et do seconde instanco seront eholss et déléguds par les Chefs de leurs eommu- 
nautes respectives, ot instituds par lo Gouvernenr, 

Art. 16. Si aprés une enqliete poursuivie par Je Medjlis Judiciaire Central 
ii ext prouvé qu’un membre des Medjlis Administratifs oa Judiciaires de premidre 
instance a prévariqué, ou west rendu par un fait quelconque indigne de sea 
fonctions, co membre devra tre névoqué jar le Gouverneur, et serm, en outre, 
passible d'une peino proportionnée d Ia faute qu'il aura commise. 


‘(Suivent Tew paraphies) 





No. 492. 


Karl Cowtey to Lord J. Russell. (Received Mareh 13.) 
(No. 370.) 
My Lord, Poris, March 12, 1861. 

THAD the honour to receive this morning: yout Lardakip's despateh No. 201 
of yesterday's date informing me that Her Mujesty's Governient must continue 
to lusst ou the. evacuation of Syrin by the Oth of June, but wtating that, with 
Fegard to the Convention proposed’ by’M. ‘Thouvene!, of which a copy was 
inclosed in my despatch No, 862 of the TOth instant, Her Majesty's Goverinment 
‘Would nat refuse to agree to it, provided the evietation, at the period above- 
saukeet, were to bo positively assured by an alteration of the coneluding 

rae, 

Yous Kora wil bate learn, fom my despite No. 863 of yewteday’s 
date, that M. Thouvenel had consented to make the Sth of June the period 
which tho European ocetipation of Syria shall cease and the evacuation ball 
have been effected, but that We would not agreo to nny stipulation res the 
destination of the troops after they shoald have been re-embarkedl. I felt confident 
then that the two Articles which hud the honour to subenit in that despatch for 

jour Loniship's consideration would mest with his concurrence: and, a8 my 
wt instructions gave mo latitude to come to an understanding with bia 
Excellency, I took them to bim this morning, hoping to be able to report to 
your Lordship that, by their acceptance, the Conference would mect, and the 
‘question be set at rest. 

In order, however, that Her Msjeity’s Goverment might remain supreme 
arbiters, in case of any further difficulty, T wax caroful to {ek M. Thouvendt that, 
1 was octing under general instructions, which allowed me to week the menns of 
reconciling the objections of the Frenoh Government to the wording of the draft 
Convention propored by Her Majesty’s Government, with the requirements of 
Her Majesty's Government that the Couvention should contain a posi 
detaration that Syrie shouldbe evacuated. by the 6th of June, and that Thad 
accordingly frames! the Articles as closely as possible to those proposed by Her 
Majesty's Government,/but without ontalzing the worda to whigh S, Thodvenel 
had taken objection. 

1 regret to tay that, my expectations were disappointed. “M: Thovvenel 
took exception to the clause “Moccupation aura atteint son terme définitif,” 
which be said bound the French Government too strongly, but he offored no 
objection to the vest. Now, itis true that in striet porlance the French Govern- 


mm val ‘as much bound without this clause by the words, “évacuation 
ponte bere .” but with every wish to be conciliatory, I felt that something 
‘was due to my own dignity (I'do not mean to use the word in ‘aptions 2086), 
and that having made this concilitory proposal in order to meet M. ‘Thouvenel's 
objections, real or imaginary, to the wording of the original draft proposed by 
Her Majesty's Government, a stand ought to be made against further conce’- 
sions, particulaely as the objections raised by ML Thouvenel showed that in some 
‘way or other he Wanted to avoid the obligations which it was the object of Her 
esty's Gover it to ing ‘upon him, a 

Mart nd fous hesitation in making a sand) because, as 1 have said before, L felt 
that it would always be in the power of Her Majesty's Government, if appealed 
to, to consent to the omission of the words objected to by M. ‘Thowvencl. 

T sad then to M. Thousooe! that T could wot make any frther concewion, 
and, taking your Lardsip's despatch as my. text, T contrasted. the conduct of 
Her Majesty’s Government in this business with that of the French Governmen 
tind [sad that Tshould be este preped to want he ong and oer 

Judgment, of Buro z 
the Thanet thc tld at be would take the Eroperors ordre; tha in 
thomenntime he should probably learn from M, de Flabanlt the result of the 
interview which thit-Ambawador would 0 doubt have had with your Lanlship 
toeday. and that be would give mo an anwer tormortN, 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 493, 
Eark Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received March \4.) 


No, 377. Confidential) 
My Lord, Paris, Mach 13, 1861 
E Prussian Minister informs mo that he had a great deal of conversation 
with ‘CoeatDiomark Bolen, who. was the bearer of Lord Dalforu’s lst 
Aospatches, and who hud been ‘some months in Syria, changed, with 
oer fics, wi the dsrition of the fu raed in Prom for the ree of 
‘nue ets of lash surniner, i 
the male Hana Teblen tates Unt i¢ is impowible. to deny that there 
a ‘genera felig, not only amoug, the mative. Clitons, but among the 
Mssicnarien, who, Tring chsedy Amneroan. and Protestant, cannot tbe suspeetos 
Of dasinug to favour th Roman Catholic element,—that the departure of the 
Fronds tgope will be followed ly a repetition of the bloody seenes of last year: 
Far crn aeinge questioned by Count Poustaléa, he expressed the opinion that 
the presence of sips of rar at Art pital the east would be suet 
reservation of trgullity. 
ea Patt et a Tur eof thle qlte bl to prevent 


the renewal of disorder if they choose to do s0, they having from 19,000 to 


th plenty of in Syria, but he thinks that they are not to 
Perec tout thks opinion opon thet conduct lst ee ork 
remarked to ML. de Pourtalés that it was not to be conecived hit, the 
Porte should be xo blind to its own interests id See at ote rer 
ously consider how fur the suprern 
a Mid the dates, ‘of humanity, and ia this opinion M, de Pourtalis 
‘acctned to cvincide, ae ae 


(Signet) ' COWLEY. 


mS 








4s 
No. 404. 


Lord J, Russell to Sir H. Buber. 
(No. 149.) 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 13, 1864. 

IN your d No. 418 of the 17th of last July, you say, in s} ing of 
the settlement of S} ebponed toi Hat tip eidoeosest Govemnoce 
of the Mountain are incompatible with order and society : that one Government 
should be estaba in Syria and that Government amined” 

Lord Dufferin, after some experience in Syria, arrived at the conclusion 
which your Excelloneys sagacity had enabled you to antpate 

atthe jeslouny of the Porte having induced he Solian to oject to any 
inquiry or report on the patt of the European Commission with regard to Syria, 
{dlisted Lord Dulin to restrict his proposls to the Commision to the 
Mountain oily. 

But every day's experience confirms the sounduess of your Excellency's 
original judgment, and tt despatch of Lord Dufferin No. 119 atthe 12th aitine 
places the reason for that judgment in a very striking point of view. 

‘You will endeavour t0 show to Aali Pusha that the Sulta’s jealousy of bit 
oven servants may bo carried too fur; that in the present state of the Turkish 
Empire, to choose able and honest Governors of Provinces, and to confer upon 
them large powers in a spirit of liberal and generous confidence, is true wisdota, 

If the “diticult und responsible charge of governing is broken up into 
fragments, and its tenure mide precarious, no good government can flow out of 
wach Blegardly policy disorders will be renewed; and the Sultan may find, 
when it is too late, thot be is obliged to surrender to foreign Princes und States 
power whic nd refed to conde to his own tl errant, 

am, &e. 
(Signed) J, hus: 


No. 45, 


Lord J. Russell to Lord A, Loftas, 
(No. 35.) 
My cr} Foreign Office, March 13, 1861. 
TRANSMIT to your Lordship herewith a copy of w despatch from Lond 
Dorin to Sit Henry Bulwer,* respecting the dscusdous which have taken pce 
among: the European Commissioners in Syria with reference to the sentences 
by the 1 ‘at Beyrout on the Turkish and Deuse prisoners tried 
tore Hon the charge of having taken part in the massacre of the Christians 
‘auiner. 

Your Lordship will perceive from thia despatch the view taken by the 
ccspcive Comnisioner of eee pace tomes OF i Tepes i: 
o manner in whicl ‘severally incline to recommend that each 
prisoner should be dealt with. z 

Your Lordship will further observe that while tho Austrian. British, and 
Russian Commissioners lean more ot less to the side of merey, the French and 
Prussian Commissioners concur in promoting the indiscriminate execution of all 
the Druse prisoners now under sentence at Heyrout. 

You will nd in Lord. Durie’ aan joclosure containing a very 
able statement of the grounds on which he hax come to the conclusion that 
public justice will be satiated by a limited number of executions, and Ubat ne 
eyanis the large majority of eases, and more particularly as regards that of 
Said Bey Jumblutt, the ‘adduced on the trial is wholly insulficient to 
warrant their conviction, and stil less their capital punishment, 

Her Majesty's Government have seen with some surprise the part taken by 
the French Commissioner, as they had reason to suppose from MM. Thouvencl’s 
Tanguage to Lond Cowley, as reported in. the despatch of which I inclose 
copy, that the French Commissioner would receive instructions which would 
Induce him to moderate the uuinber of executions. It is true those instructions 
‘opplied specifically to the case of the Druses tried at Mokbtarah; bot the 


* Inclouure 1 ia No. 491. 


649 
principle on which they were founded was susceptible of a more extended appli- 
cation. 


On receiving from Lord Dafferin ten days ago a telegram stating the conclu 

sion at which he bad arrived in regard to Said Bey Jumblat, 1 istructed his 

and likewise Sir H. Bulwer to insist, the former with Fund Pasha and 

the latter with the Porte, that Said Bey Jumblatt should not be executed; and 

it from a telegram which I liave since received from Sir H.. Bulwer that 
mised to instruct Fuad Pasha not to execute that Chief. 

‘Under all these circumstances I have to instruct your Lordship to call Baron 
Schicinitz’s attention to this subject. You may place in his Excellency’s hands 
the statement read to his colleagues by Lord Dufferin, and you will give him 
sich a general account of what: has passed betwoen the Commissioners necorling 
to Lon Dutferin’s report, a8 may, i is 10 be hoped, watisfy his Excellency of the 
propriety of instructing the Prussian Comuissioncr at, Boyrout no. longer 10 
{insist on the indiscriminate execution of the prisoners there under sentence of 
death, but to confine himself within the limite which Lord Dufferin x0 clearly 
shows to comprise all those whose guilt has heen satisfactorily established. 

If Baron Schleinitz should be willing to not in this matter you will further 
‘arge his Excellency to lose no time in sending his instructions to Seysout, far 
every day’s delay in bringing questions arising out of the trials ot Meyrout to w 
lose must necesiarily act unfavourably on the daitenations of the Cominissioners 
‘on the other matters which they are required to ‘owcipte 8 determine. 

am, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 





No. 496. 


ord J. Rursell to Earl Covey, 

(No. 309.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 13, 1861, 

HER Majesty's Goveroment entirely approve the draft of Convention 
cebich your Bsodisney vent with your despatel No. 963 of the 11h fastant, and 
your Excellency is directed to propose it tothe Conference ; and if your words 
are not adopted, which, howover, you aro to press as fir ax posible, your 
Excellency will take care that in aay words which may bo substituted, the object 
‘hich Her Majesty's Goverament bave in view, namely, the complete evacuation 
of Syria by the Sth of June shall be fully scoured, oe 

am, &0. 


(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No, 407. 
Lori J. Raseell to Karl Cowley. 


Foreign Offoe, Mareh 14, 1861. 
arquin de Chatenstenard called hero to-day andra despatch 
respecting the Commission in Syria, “ML, ‘Thouveael proposes that the Cota. 
tninsionere, when they shall have finished thelr Report shall goto Constantiouple 
find tusist the Ambassadors in settling the teria of tho future goveriient of 
the Lebanon with the Ministers of tho Sultan, 
L said I thought the Comissionere ought to finish their Report as oon as 
ible; but 1 thought it would be more useful that they should remain in 
Syria to assist Fond Pasha, oF aay other Governor appaited by the: Ports, than 
that they shoold go at once to Constantinople with teeie Report. 

‘The Marquis de Chateaurenard having asked me how long I thought. the 
Commissioners onzht to stay in Syrin, 1 said till the beginning or middlo of Moy ; 
that, however; I did not pretend to have farmed any very eatled opinion on this 

et 

‘The Marquis de Chateaurenard spoke of the terms of the Coavention for 
the cotineance of the Baropean occupation, but Ts thit question was in the 
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hands of your Excellency, and that I had sent your Excellency my final 
instructions. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) J. RUSSELL, 


No, 498. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J, Russell {Received March 15.) 
(No. 393.) si z 
My Lord, Paris, March 14, 1861. 
IN the course of the conversation which I bad with M. Thouvenel this 
morning, he said that by the last advices which he had received from Beyrout, 
he had reason to believe that Fuad Pasha was about to undertake an ex 
dition against the Haurnn, with a view of obliging the Druse Chiefs who find 
takon refuge there to eapitalate ar to go elsewhere. ‘The French troops are not 
to take part in this expedition, but are to remain in the Lebanon. 
Vhave, &. 
Gigned) —” COWLEY. 


No. 499. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received March 15.) 
(No. 396.) 
My Low, Paris, Merch 14, 1861, 

1 HAD the honour to iaform your Lordship in my despatch No. 370 of the 
12th instant, that M. Thoavenel had promised to let me know on the following 
day whether the French Government would accept the two Articles relative te 
the evacuation of Syria which I had offered for their consideration. I did not 
ts from his rere, until late in the afternoon yesterday, when he wrote to 
inform me that M. de Flabault and your Lordship had agreed upoo & wording 
difforont from that which I had transmitted to wa: a 

As this information was the result of a mistake which bas since been cleared 
up; ! do not dwell upon it further. 

‘This morning, 1 waited as M. Thouvenel. having in the meantime 
rwosived an invitation from his Excellency to attend a Conference to-morrow, for 
the jpn of wating toh that at What Conerence Tinea Yo propo he 

‘ro Article, 

M. Thouvenel made the same objections to the words “ terme définitif™ 
which he had wiised the other day. Ho mid that they wore useless; that the 
object of Her Majeat Government was ‘completely attained by the words 
aura dtd évact ‘and that therefore to insist on retaining the words 
“terme défintify was to wound unnecessarily the susceptibility of the Preach 
reel adel I 

would ndiit, 1 replied, thatthe term “aura été Gvacuéo " expressed all that 
I was desired to obiain and’ F'should not, therefore, consider myself 0 stectly 
bound to insist on the retention of the other words, were it not that the ‘anxiety 
of the te 8 fie ae to set them aside recep ime apprehensive that the 
interests which I wax bound to guard might sibly be jeopardized by further 
conciliation. If the French brent salty ntl ee Syria be 
tracted by the Sh of Jane, ‘why were they to object to the phrase ia 
‘question 

'M. Thouvenel rejoined by giving me his word of honour that he intended 
the evacuation by the Sth of dune. "All he desired was, not to have the appear: 
‘ages towards the public of having abandoned, under every possible contingency, 
the Christians of the Lebanon to any fate that might We reserved for then, 
‘Although T had told hin that Her Majesty's Government Uid. not feted tp 
Gispute the right of the French ur of any other Government to propose the 
eamembling of Confetencr, abould one or other deem it neotsea‘y, he feared 
‘hat the words “ terme definitif™ might be quoted licreaftcr as n ‘Treaty eagage= 
‘ment preventing the possibility, underany circumstances whatever, ofa > 
occupation. Supposing, for instance, at the momet the troops were about to 


embark it was patent to every-one that a massacre would be the consequence, he 
ished to reserve to himwelf the right of proposing the reassembling of the 
Conference, and of consulting the Allies of the Porte as to the advisability of 
carrying the eracuation into execution, of course they would be equally at liberty 
to consent or to refuse to 
I repeated to M. Thouvenel what I had stated to him on former occasions, 
that Her Majesty’s Government had no intention of laying down as a positive 
that under no possible circumstances could a fresh Conference be proposed ; 
Dat they desired to be assured, I said, that in admitting for conciliation’: sake 
that for which they saw no real necessity, viz., the prolongation of the occupation 
of Syria for three monthis, they were not preparing the way for fresh dificultics 
‘and dissidences hereafter, ie that if at the end of three months the sume state 


on becanse there ns 86 crgaaleed Governrat in the 
Lebanon, or for some other excuse eqoally futile. 

M. Thourencl replied that he perfectly understood the groan on which 
Her Majesty's Governmont took thtir stand, aod. that ho was satisfied with the 
explanation which I had givea, bict, but he still coatioued to press toe tho 
uy sion of tho, to him, obnoxious. » Lconsented at last to meet him 
hal way, and 60 far to give into his wishes as to strike out the word “ définitif” 
‘The Article, therefore, will stand thus :— 

‘La dorée de l'occupation Européenne en Syrie sera prolongée au $ Juin 
de ta présente année, époque h laquelle tl est entendue entre les Flautes Partics 
Contmctantes “quiele aura attelat som terme, et que Mévacuation aura. été 
effcctuge : 

1 trust that your Lordahip will not disapprove may baving made this eonees 
dan tarsedicho oenlonsa tee eptarawlaties 

‘The addition of the word “ définitif* to * terme " hardly makes the expres- 
sion stronger, if the remainder of tho sentence is taken into consideration, nor 
could a Government determined not to be bound by the weaker phrase make 
much dificulty of setting axide the: , < 

'M, Thouvenel is very anxious that Tarkish Ambassador should himself 

the ion of the occupation ; but Vefyk Efendi elie Heng Se 

think that Vefyk is Fight Chat declared his Gavernameat. to bo ublo to 

maintain order and tranquillity in Syria, and having contented only on pressure 

to submit to his Geverament ap me to the Jet of May, he cannot now: 

turn round and propose the 5th of June. When, therefore, M, ‘Thouvenel asked 

me to urge his views on Velyk, 1 refused, observing that I could not advine 
Another todo mbat in his placa I’ would nut: do myself 


Lord J, Russell to Karl Cowley. 
(No. 327.) 
My Lord, Foreign Offce, March 15, 186). 

1 HAVE received your Excellenoy's despatch No. 396 of yesterday, reporting 
afortuer conversation with M. ‘Thodvendl, respecting the terms ia which the 
groposed Convention for the prolongation of the stay of French troops in Syria 

Pimited period should be drawa up, and 1 have to ropeat to you, as I have 
ly stated to you by the . that Her Majesty's Goveroment approve 
on of the first Article of that Convention which is embodied in your 


Majesty's Goverment are not 
‘terms of the Article 








No. 501. 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received March 16.) 


Paris, March 15, 1861. 
om Syrian affairs met again this afternoon. 
the proceedings by asking the Plenipotentiaries to 
inform. him of the opinions of their respective Governments on the observations 
‘made in the sitting of the Conference on the 19th February. 

Prince Mettorich, as Plenipotentiary of Austria, being the first to speak, 
said that his Goverament was willing to consent to the prolongation of the 
eccupation for a limited ‘period ; that period it had been suggested should bo 
two tmooths; but asa month had expired since the sugrestion had been 
made, ho considered that a term of three months from the date of the first 
Convention might be taken aa the period for the further extension of the 


‘occupation, 
ML Thouvevel. as Preach Plenipotentiary, said that he maintained bis 
opinion that the cecopation ought to bo prolonged. 

It being my tara to speak, T said that nothing bad reached Her Majesty's 

‘since 1 had Iast the honour of 15 the Conference w tooath 

 toinducs thes to nod the opinion of which Thad then been the ngant but 
that, neverticleas Her Majesty's Goverament bad authoreed mie irl tad 
general opinion existing among my colleagues that the evacuation ought to be 
delayed, und if tho Porto agreed to n delay, to consent, for conciliation’s sake, 10 
' prolongation of the occupation, provided always that the eracuation should 
take place within threo: month“ reerred to Iorealf, therefor, should I find 
colleagues disposed to a delay, to propoke such a wo the instrument 
prolonging the cempstlon as would soeae the object which Her Majesty's 

mont had in view, 

‘M. Thouvenel expressed bis satisfaction at the conciliatory spirit shown by 
Her Majesty's Government, and said that he was ready to agroe to the term of 
coca Pours the Prussian Plenipotent ko in the sense of the 

‘ount Pourtalds, i ipotentiary, in the sense of t 
‘Austrian Menipotentiny. pater 

Goneral Kisseleff, the Russian Plenipotentiary, adbered to the poriod of 
there months, expressing the hope that within that time the institution of a 
regular Government would insure order and tranquillity in the Lebanon, 

Vefyk Efendi sald, that although he most maintain what he had stated on 
fa former ocension, that the Porte wx ready and able to maintain tranquillity 
Syria, yet that, out of deference to the opinions of the Powers who by their 
counsel nod assistance had come to the Sultan's aid, he had been empowered to 
assent to the prolongation of the occupation to the Ist of May, and not doubting 
that his Government would, for the same reason, nocept the Prolongaton of the 
former Convention for three months, he would take upon himsclf to sign an 
instrument to that effect, on the understanding that the evacuation should have 
terminated at the date agreed upon. 

M, Thouvenel observed that T had a proposal to make with that intent, 
and having requested me to state it to the Conference 1 proposed the signature 
of the two Articles which have recived the assent of Hee Majesty's Government. 
‘The Conference accepted them without further discussion, and. the instrament, 
of whioh I have the lonour to transmit herewith a copy, was immodiately 


‘The Torkish Plenipotentiary having expose the wish to refer, fr fr 
aks, to: re turning this instrument into a Convention, it was 
sxgreed that the signature of the latter Act should take place on Tuesday the 19th 
instant. 


sway (OLB ge occasion, the Protocols of the frst and second Conferences 
I have, &. 
(Signed) ” COWLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 501. 
Draft Convention agreed to in a Conference heli at Paris, March 15, 1961. 


LEURS Majestés !Emporeur 4'Antriche, !'Empereur des Frangais, a Reine 
da Royaume Uni de Ia Grande Bretagne et d'irlande, Je Rot de, Prome 
NEmporeur do toutes les Russies, ct 'Empereur des Ottomans, upris lev explicu. 
tions échanzfes entre lears Gouvernements respectifs, s'étant entendus pour 
‘modifier la Convention conclue entre eux, le 5 ibre dernier, les Reprvson- 
tants do leurs dites Majestés sont tambés d sur les Articles suivants, qui 
seront textuellement convertis en une Convention dont les instruments vont dtre 
faust prépards pour dre revétus de leurs signatures -— 


ARTICLE 1. 
La durée do Voceupation Européenne en Sprie sera. prolongée jusquTau 
45 Juin de a présente anos, cpoque & laquelo ll cot entonds eat Tes Teton 
Pasties Contractantos quelle aur attelat son terme et que Vacation aura eve 


ARTICLE 1. 


Les stipulations contenus dans te deaxiéme Article de la Convention du 
5 Septembre, 1860, en tant qu’ellox n'ont point encore été exécutées, ou qu'ellee 
peeoat ps ‘modifiées par In préxento Convention, demeureront en vigueur pendant 
Ja période qui »’écoulera entre la date de In signature do cnt Acte at le 6 Juin de 
Fanvée courante. 
ARTICLE 11 

la Convention sore ratifige, et lox ratifioations en soront échangée™ 
4 Paris, dans le délai de cing semaines, oxt plas t0¢ xi faire x0 peut. 

Las Ménipotentiniros soot convenus de se réunit Mardi proclinin, 19, pour 
signer la Convention. 

Paris, te 1S Mare, 1861. 


No. 502, 


Lord J. Russell to Karl Cowley. 
(No. 829.) 
My Lord, Poreign Office, March 16, 186). 
T HAVE received your Excelleney’s despatch No. 408 of yesterday, report- 
ing what had in the Conference on Syrian ar, and ibcosing the copy 
of the Protocol in which tho results of that Conference would he recesded : nic) 


Thave to nequsint your Excellency that Her Majesty's Government iiely 


approve your conduct throughout the receut discussions on those mattars, 
Jam, &e. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL, 


No, 503, 
Earl Cowley to Lorit J, Russell (Received March 16.) 


(No. 409. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Paris, March 15, 1861, 
THERE can bo no donbt that one of the principal reasons which hax 

actuated the Imperial Government in desiring the prolonged eeupation of Sy, 











654 


has been the apprehension of still more offending the Clerical party in France by 
‘an apparent abandonment of the protection of the Maronites. 

have found this idea more difficult than any other to combat in the 
freqaent «ind long discussions which | have had with M. Thouvenel oa this 
matter, and the argument which T have employed with the most success has 
een, that he might cither in the debates in which the subject might be intro- 
duced, or through the press, insist that the presence of the naval squadrons on 
‘the coast of Syria would be sufficient to inspire confidence when it was 


wanting: 

‘To-day, after the Conference was over, M. ‘Thonvenel took me on one side 
and asked me whether 1 thought that Her Majesty’s Government would be 
willing to enter into some agreement with regard to the presence of a corabined 
squadron in the Syrian waters. T replied that I should write to yout Lordship 
oa the aaljets mid ha only to a that, a daring tees last two days 1 have 
found M. ‘Thouvenel showing a concilintory spirit, 1 should be very glad if Her 
LD Ss thei pheno favourable answer to his Excellency's 
ncqiry. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) COWLEY. 


No. 504. 


Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell —(Received Mareh 16,) 
(No. 410.) 
My Lan, Paris, Merch V5, 1861, 
BEFORE, going into Conference to-day. I requested M. ‘Thouyenel to be 
‘ory careful not to utter a word which would imply the possibility of a renewed 
demand hereafter for the further prolongation of the Syrian occupation; for, 
‘wore a hint of the kind to be given by him, of anyone else, 1 should be obliged, 
T atid, to insist upon the execution of the Convention of September Stb. 
‘MM, ‘Thouvenel snid that, as far as he was concerned, 1 need be under no 
woxion, for the Emperor wax so resolved that the evacuation should be 
completed by the Sth of Juno that he (M.’Thouvene!) bad recoived orders to 
inform M- de Lavalette, General Beaufort, and M, Béolard, that under no 
‘could it be continued. Not being, however, certain that General 
jimeleff would be os prudent, he tock him on one side, and requested him to 
fay nothing which might mar dhe amicable gettlement by the Conference of this 
invitating question, ; 
have, &e. 


(Signed) COWLEY, 





No. 205. 


Tord J. Rusell to Earl Cowley, 

(No. 333.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 16, 1861 

IN reply to your Excelleney's despateh No. 409 of the 16th instant, I have 
to stute to you that, in addition to the ships which have been oo the coast of 
Syria during the winter, Her Majesty's Government have given orders for the 
reparton of a squadron to eruize on the coast on or about the Ist of May, 

‘to remain there tll the end of the summer. 
‘As the object of Her Majesty's Government is the same us that of the 
French occupation, namely, to overnwe those who might be inclined to repent 
the manmocres of last year, Her Mnjeaty’s Government will be happy 10 
eo-operate with the French Governinent for thin purpore, 

would scem that the best course to be pursued will be, that Her 
Majesty's Government should draw up instructions for Admiral Mundy, who i 
to command the squadron, and communicate them to the French Government 
by a note from your Excellency, or a despateh from the Foreign Office, 
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‘You will speak to M. Thouvencl in this sense, and inform me of his 


reply. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) ’ COWLEY. 


Sere oe ee 


No, 506. 


Acting Consil Wrench to Lord J. Russell.—(Received March 18.) 


(No. 4), 
My Lord, Damascus, February 25, 1861 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch 1 ave to-d 
addressed to his Excellency Sir Henry L. Bulwer, reporting on tho events whicl 
have ocearred in Damascus-withia the last few de . 
6, 
(Sigued) | WILLIAM I, WRENCH, 


Lnclosure in No, 508. 
Acting Consul Weench to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, Damascus, February 25, 1801. 


1 HAVE the honour to to your Excellency that Khaled Pasha, 
bo had been for some wecks in the neighbourhood of the Hiwran with about 
800 troops, returned to Damascus rather unexpectedly on the 18th instant, 

The report wus spread that he bad fled in such haste from a party of 
Droses an to abandon his dinner, ‘The real thote of tho ease, ns fir ae wo can 
earn them at this distance, appear to be as follows — 

‘When Khaled Posho, wher an ineffectual attempt to recover the gouts taken 
from the village of Kalat Jendal, moved to the neighbourhood of Shinra, on the 
borders of the Ledjah, the Druses, thinking hin object was to attuok thom, 
‘assembled their co-religionits to a considerable number to oppose him. Khaled 
Pasha, not wishing probably to risk an engagement, returned with » part of bi 
forces, leaving the remainder in those villages already occupied by Turkish 


"The alarm occasioned by tho report mentioneil above wax heightened by 
crosses being chalked, during the night, on the pavement in many places in the 
Meidan, in the same manner as Semmeaieey preceded the massucres: of July. 
During the nights of last Friday apd ay numerous crosses have becn 
made on the pavements and doors of the Christian houses in the Meidan, and in 
the quarter of Kanawat. ‘The authors have not boon discovered, but. three 
Christians, who wore on a visit to a neighbour in the evening, on returning to 
their houses were arrested, and detained in prison for the night 

‘The Christians, in a erent wtate of alarm, are disposing of their beds, copper, 
and whatever saleable articles they powsens, in order to hite mules Some have 
Already lel, but the «majority wult to receive the arrears of the Government 

‘will be paid in w few day's hence. 

"Asmad Aner, « Deust io the employment of the Government, has been 
sziven.an onic for 150 horsesnen, and Keaves to-morrow for the Fanran, 

Duss Agha Jerudi, who was a Chief in the Aunich Ieregular Horse, in 

ison since the middle of August last, when the Mushir made an expedition to 
Ferad, as reported to your Excellency in Mr. Brant’s despate No. 84 of the 
16th August, 1860, and Emir Suleiman Harfoush, who was arrested in January 
1859, and since that fime has been confined in Damascus, effected their escape 
this morning. hoy were allowed to go to the bath, guarded by three men, and 
MMonmarts Sequested to be permitted to pray at the tomb of © Mostem saint. 
On their nerival at the burialground, about twenty horsemen, with two led 
{nares uwsited them, ‘They mounted the animals, and rode of, the number of 
thei followers preventing aay opposition on the part af the guards, 

T have, &c. 
WILLIAM H. WRENCH, 
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No. £07. 


Lord Differin to Lord J. Russell (Received March 18. 
(No. 76.) : 
My Tae =e Begrout, March 1, i861. 

I extremely that a press of business will e giving 
Lordship a detailed account of the’ proceedings of the Commies ore ee 
two meetings. As, however, they will be resumed in a single Protocol, it will ke 
almost more convenient thit I should defer writing any commentary om whee 
Passed until that document is ready for transmission home. In the meantiine it 
will be sufficient If T state that, at tho official conferences which took place 
yesterday and the day before, under the presidency of Fuad Pasha, for the 
purpese of arriving at a final conclusion on tho judgments Proposed by the 

xtruordinary ‘Tribunal at Beyrout, each of the Commissioners held pretty 
the same languaze as that which I have already attributed to them at the two 
proliminary and confidential meetings which took place at my hoose duting the 
Preceding week, as reported in my provious despatch No. 122 of the 24th ulin 

‘Week becker confirwed the judawient of the Cour (imprisonment) againet 
Khoorshid Pashe and Tahir Pusha; the othee Turkish officials he acquitted 
altogether. OF the Druse Chiefs, he condemned two to death demaddel ¢ 
commutation of the capital sentence on bebalf of two others, und acquitted the 

M. éelard and M, de Rehfues united in demanding the execution o 
the hr Turki ofle nd al the leven Drase Chie fee altar exception 
ing made in favour of an old man past 70, who they p be 
imprisoned for life. ¢ Shida irecaletend 
M. Novikow declared hiawelf'in favour of 09 
on Khoorshid Pasha, Tahir Pasha, and Colonel Noun Bey. 
‘Turkish officials he thought ought fo be condemned to death 
the others, among whom was Said Bey Jumblatt, ke also recorded sentence of 
death ; but he was careful to add. that the evidence produced i Cow 
the latter prisoner eas not alone sulficicnt to procure » conviction. Wi 
to the ret he declined bazar any opinion nt all 
For the reasons mentioned in the Minute of which 1 have already forw: 
{Rut Lordship a copy, I felt myself compelled to. unite with M. Bédard, Mae 
os, a A Nevkors) sanding the execution ofthe two Turkish Pasha 
‘inst Nouti Bey I also recommended sentence of death to be recor saving it 
the dlveretion of his Kcellevcy aubrequently to commute the peeciee nee 
confirmed the judgment of the Court in ti 
Jn conjunetion with all my colleaguen, 
bot 1 sesocated tmysolf with M. 
in requiring a commutation of the capital sen 
Wie Hxeoloney Fund: Pashs recliod tse 


per in wich he defended tho ta 
utkish prisoners. 


A long debate ensued, which resulted in a declaratio 
Excellency that inamuol’ ax the Austrian Aepreentatiee dheeetel toc ti 
colleagues, and that the invitation of the Commission was tot unanigons, 4a 
could not take upon. himself the responsibility. of azeravating the sentence 
prouoaneed by the Court upon the two Pashas ‘without '™ reference to 
‘onstantinople. 
With regard to the Druse Chiefs in prison at Beyrout x still I 
é Tout x still 1es¢ conclusive 
decision was urrived at, every one maintaining his individual opinion with equal 
pertiaciys AE lat 1. Wecklcker srwied that we shuld examin the 
eninvut ‘evidence in concert, hough Tam afraid this proceedir rill merely 
Sao tine, without hastening a ettlement of our diereace, Td tot des 
sccepting m proposition which seemed to receive the approval of my collerene, 
and it las boon arranged that we should told daily nonin ‘until the poor 
all have been gone through with. I8y next mail the matter must be ended. 


1 will conclude by observing that I pereeive an indication on the part of 
M. Béclard to use the act of lenity he has been instructed by his Government 
to apply to the prisoners of Mokhtara as a means for procuring the conviction 
of all the Druse Chiels at Beyrout. But it is contrary to justice thit mercy 
should be burtered in this manner. ‘The erimfoals ai Mokhtara are, many of 
them, men of eminence and responsiblity, whose guilt is infinitely greater than 
‘that of most of the Chiefs whom it is proposed to sentence to death. ‘The latter 
are persons who gave themselves up to take their trial, and, consequently. it is 
to be presumed the least compromised of any of their nation. Many of them 
are not even accused of being implicated in the massacres, It seems, therefore, 
cruel to require them to be put to death in consideration of the act of grace 
it is proposed to extend to others more bloodstained than themselves, 

Your Lordship, moreover, has been good enough to instruct me by atelegrun 
of the Sth ultimo, that the British and French Governments are of opinion thot 
the exceution of one or two Druse Chiefs ot ringleaders guilty of murdor will be 
sofficient. 

Under these circumstances I shall consider it my duty to oppose the 
application of s0 irrevocable a penalty as that of death to any persons who do 
ot come within the meaning of the phrase, a all eveata unt f receive-n reply 
to the despatch inclosing copy of the Minute L have nd the honour of trans- 
mitting, for your Lordship's consideration, by last mail 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 





No. 508. 
Lord Dufferin to M, Béclard, 


My dear Colleague, Beyrout, March 1, 1861 

I WAS vexed yesterday to perceive that not only you misunderstood the 
‘expressions which fell from me at a certain. period of the discussion, but that you 
‘quite misinterpreted the meaning I myself attached to thea, 

‘The first error I could correct on the spot; but It was necessary to reserve 

fan explanation onthe second until a more convouient opportunity 

hat 1 said, or what T mast to say, was this—and it waa in tho hopes of 
conciliating the adverse opinions of yourself and M. do Rebs that I raid it— 
“Among the eleven Druso Chiefs condemned to death, there are aix whoso 
complicity in the tassaeres has not been proved, and who are, thereforn, in my 
eyes, guilty of no greater crime than a participation in tho ordinary hostilities of 
‘Mountain warfare. Under the cireumatances, I do not think they’ are deserving 
either of death or of 60 severe a chaxtisement as imprisonment for life. It wil 
bey therefore ny duty Yo oppose the application of either one or ater of thove 
penalties. A rentence of death T shall oppose & Toutrance, inanwuch as once 
executed it can never be rescinded. A sentence of perpetual imprisonment. I 
shall aleo oppose, ax unjust. Should 1, however, bo unable to persuade my 
colleagues to agree with me—should Fund Pasha persist in pronouncing it, in 
spite of my remonstrances, 1 shall not weary the Commission by uscless 
argument. "I sball make my reserve, and report the matter to my Goverament, 
and it will be for them to make what representations they choose on a weatence 
recorded in opposition to the convictions of their Commissioner.” 

Such was the substance of my observation, made, ns you will remember, 
with the express promise that it was not to appear in the Protocol, for the 
simple reason that 1 should not wish to place on record the fact that even out of 

sense of what was due to the convenicace of my colleagues I hud talked of 
vielding in any degree a single point which might appear to savtion an 
injustice. 

Unfortunately, you fancish somehow, that I eontemplated calling on my 
Government to act independently of the Porte. ar 

‘This notion was quite foreign to my thinking. At the time, I was thinking 
of the good understanding which seemed to prevail between our respective 
Goveruments on this odiowt subject of the executions. Already, they have 
conjoltly interfered to teniper x severity mhih wo curilves would not have 


fat authorized to mitigate. In the ease ofa diference of opinion arising between 
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their Representatives here, more especially when ncither of those Representatives 
ee Rear lm res weee cei nti tems Ret tre 
hhead-quarters, When, therefore, I talked of the representations my Govern 
mont might make, wns 1M Thoureel i contemplated thir be 
ack not to Had understood this sure 
would not have taken exception to Asee haty Seabee bt 
__Lregret extremely to differ from you, I can welll understand it must be 
painful to you also to dispute on such a painful subject ; but you may alwuys 


rely on my being ready to acknowledge the temper and forbearance with which 


‘you are good enough to enter into the discussion, 
Believe me, Se. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 509. 


Lord J. Rusell to Lord Dufferin. 
(No, 74.) 
‘My Lord, Foreign Office, March 18, 1861 

L HAVE received your Lordship's despatch No, 76 of the et instant, 
reapectng the opinions snd language ofthe Commisionrs as to the sentenee 
upon the Turkish and Druse prisoners: 

Upon the whole Her Majesty's Government are disposed to agree with the 
Avatrian Commissioner, 

‘When a tribunal, pretty fhirly chosen, hax condemned the Turkish officials 
to a santence ahort of it would ‘be it to our feelings to demand 
their execution in purmuanee of the requisition of foreign agents who have not 
heard the evidence, and do not pretend ‘eximined the proofs of guilt in a 
judicial spit. But if Khoorsbid Pasha’s life is spared his imprixonmont ought 
to be rigorous, and not indulgent ; it should be a reality, and thould not be a 
mish for frext: confidence and future employment. 

With regard to the Druses, if two of the moxt criminal, and who have been 
fully and xatinfinet wai gaan to have been guilty of active ‘icipation in the 
masmores, aro executed in ‘of their sentence, it poled ‘muflicient 
for the purposes of justice and of example. Her Majesty's Government could not 
sive their consent to the exceution of the six whom their Commissioner believes 
to be innocent of the massacres. 

All the testimony we have received from Syria since the muasncres tends to 
show that the Maronites. had intended to be the aggressors, and had planned 
ae oa 

he ine ly it frit, the severe: 
lw ich he quote, eee 

must const that Id undentood tbe opinion of M. Thouvend), which 

Mok 


Ttis fe 
surrendered at Beyrout to give themselves up, on the assurance that they should 
bene® jose If this is so, it increases our lity. 
send your Lords 1y of a despatch from Lord Augustus Loft 
No.'73 of the 16th instant, in acewer to the accompenying, instrection which 1 
"dened to hit on reciviag your Lorship's No. 124 Sir Henry Baler * 
am, &c. 
(Signed) "J. RUSSELL. 


Non. 498 and $12. 


No. 510. 
Lord J. Russell to Lord Dufferin. 


Foreign Office, March 18, 1861 
ed ty’s Government have had under their consideration your 
despatch No. 122 of the 24th ultimo, addressed to Sir Henry Bulwer; and I 
have to acquaint you that they approve of the course which you pursued in 
regard to the judgments proposed to be passed by the Extraordinary Tribunal 
at Beyrout on the Turkish and Druse prisoners 


Lom, &e. 
(Signed) ‘J, RUSSELL, 





No. 511. 


Lord A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell. (Received March 18.) 
(No. 70.) 
My Lord, Berlin, March V6, 1861. 

1 HAVE pot failed to comminieste to Baron Schleinitz, ax instructed by 
your Lordships telegram of the 11h instant, the substance of your Lordship’ 
iclegrwphic instruction of the 7th instant ou the question of the prolonged 
‘oceupation of By 

1 informed hix Excellency that the instructions from the Porte pormitted the 
‘Turkish Ambassador xt Paris to extend the poriod of the French occupation of 
Syria to the Sth of June next, if it were clearly stipulated that the evacuation 
shall have taken placo at that time, and I further informed his Excellency that 
Karl Cowley was authorized to agree to that proposal if it were male clear, 
positive, and fina, 

Tiaron Scbleinit: stated that he had learnt by tolograph from Paria that the 
question under discussion had been finally arranged, and that the new Convention 
would be signed in a few days, 

He had not yet received a copy of the draft af Convention agreed upon, but 
hho stated it to be on the basis to which I had roferred. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) | AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No, 512. 


Lard A. Loftus to Lord J. Russell.—( Received March 18.) 
(No. 73) 
My Lord, Berlin, March 18, 1861. 

IN conformity with the instraetions of your Lordship's despatch No. 39 of 
‘the 13th instant, I have brought under the notice of Baron Schleinits the 
different opinions entertained. by the ‘an Commissioners in, Syria, with 
reference to the sentences passed by the Tribunal at Boyrout on the Turkish and 
Drase prisoners for the massacre of the’ Christians last summer. 

Baron Schleinitz did not admit that the Prussian Commissioner had taken 
so decided a part as that of desiring the indiscriminate execution of all the 
Druse prisoners under sentence at Beyrout and his Excellency read 10 me 
report from M. de Rebfues, which certainly exeulpated him fro any such 
intention. 

Baron Schieinite further read to me a list of the different opinions offered 
con each case by the several Commissioners, according to which there di 
‘ppesr to be so very marked a divergence of opinion between the English 
the Prussian Commissioners, nor $0 perfect an agreement betwoen the French 
and the Prussian Commissioners. 

Baron Schleinitz further observed, that as yet the only official net which 
fhad taken place on this subject bad been the collective note of the Com 
slonets to Fuad Pasha, which bad been signed by all, with the exception of the 
Austrian Commissioner. 
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Baron Schicinitz said that he would, after perusal of the Minute of Lord 
Dufferin, which I had placed in his hands, determine on the instructions to be 
sent to the Prussian Commissioner. In the meantime his Excellency ‘me 
to assure. your Lordship that there was no desire on the part of tie Beeans 
Government to recommend any extreme or unnecesary course of severity 
towards the unfortunate persons now under sentence of execution, but rate: 
that the Prussian Commisioner in the cooscientious discharge of his duty, 
should act with as much leniency and moderation as justice, tempered 
humanity, should admit of. ¢ eA a 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) "AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 





No. 513, 


Lard Bloomfield to Lord J, Russell—(Receieed March 18.) 
(No. 100.) 


My Lord, Vienna, March 14, 1961, 

‘THE: Fronch Ambassador bas read to Count Rechbeng some from 
' despatch of M. Thouvencl on tho proposal that the omnia of Sys should 
bei prolonged to the Sth of June, but Mie Moustior has not said. that this date 
will be nevepted by his Government as that on which the evacuation should be 
completed. "On the contrary the object of the French despatch appears to have 
been simply to urge the Austrian Government to send instructions to Beyrout to 
clone the labours of the Commission wx soon ns possible, leaving it to be 
‘that the French ccoupation was not to cease until the Commissioners were agreed 
oe iter becrved 

nt ol to me that ho most antently wished this to be 

effected, but that he was of opinion the Commissioners would fd much 
in coming to an agreement if they took a totally new basis for these negotiations, 


tnd that it would be more pructical if they adopted as their starting:puint the 


‘arrangement agreed to by the Powers in 1545. 
T have, &¢, 
(Signed) BLOOMFIELD, 


No. 614. 


Karl Cowley to Lord J. Russell—(Recvived March 18, 
(No. 416), pear 


My Lord Poris, March 17, 1861. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose two copies of the Protocol of the Confore 
‘on the affairs of Syria held ia Paris on the 19th of February last. =e 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) COWLEY, 
eS 


Inclosure in No. 514. 
Protocol of a Conference held at Paris, February 19, 1861. 
Présents: 


Pour FAutriche, M, le Prince de Motternich ; 
Pour la France, M. "Thowveoe ; 

ur la Grande Bretagne, M. le Comte Cowley ; 
Pour la Prune, Mf. le Comte de Pourtleae 
Pour la Russie, M. te Comte de Kinseleff; 
Pour la Turquie, Vesik Effendi. 


LE Plénipotentinire de Ia France, en se référant Aa communication de son 
Gouvernement qui a provoqué Ia réunion de la Conférence, rappelle et détermine 


Vobjet soumis son examen, et il invite le Plénipotentiaire da la Turquie a faire 
connaitre comment sa Cour envisage In situation des choses en Syrie, et lexécu- 
tion de la clause de la Convention du 5 Septembre qui fixe & six mois In durée 
du concours prété par les t é 

Le Piénipotentinire de la Turquie expose que son Gouvernement s'est 
appli, és Forging, remplir les devois que lui impossent ls Gvtnements 
dont Ia Syric, 0 été le théitre, et qu'il s'est mis sans retard en mesure W'y 
pourvoir; quil est en état de mainteni la tranguilité, et que la Convention 
pent recevoir son exécution danger pour la conservation de Vordre, Il 
rend hommage d'aillours a Vattitude et & la condaite que les troupes Frangaises 
t leurs Chefs ont tenues depuis leur débarquement, - 

‘Le Plénipotentiaire de la France remercio Je Plénipotentiaire de la Turquie 
du témoignage qu'il rend a la Conférence de la manidre dont le coms expédition- 
aire a rempli sa tiche, mais il croit devoir déclnrer que les informations 

ues 4 son Gouvernement Je portent A penser que le départ des troupes 
Frans seri suivi de nouvena roche. u donne ecto de la corre- 
nndance dea Agents Francais, dod il résulte que les populations se préparent 
dns tts Poe ral gu ppt opp 
it les contenir. Rapy t cette situation de esprit de In Convention ot 
les termes de l'Article V, il en conelut que le but quo ee proposaiont es 
Puistances no 0 trouvorait pas nempli si les troupox évncuniont In 
‘Syrie en ce moment. Dans son ON mettrait fin ta ie matériolle 
pul pac a Convention avant dy avoir substitu Ia garantie sora que doit 
lisation des pouvoirs publics qui ne peuvent étre constitucn sana que 
le Internationale ait terminé ses travaux, et Yon sait que la Commis- 
sion ext loin de toucher au terme de son mandat. "IL lui est done impossible 
de partagee Ia confiance quo le Plénipotentiaire de la Turquie place dans Yes 
dispositions transitoires adoptées par son Gouvernement. 

Le Piésipotentiaire de ta Turquie ne saurait conseotir A faire dépendre 
Texécution del Convention fee movies ccneraat lo mode d'aiminitntion 
il w’oublie nullement dans VActe du mbro a été conelu, et il 
no voit dans Ia présence Sout Mong 0. Syrie quiune manifestation 
des sympathics dex Paissances allides de In Porte, mis il ajoute qu'il n'est paw 
moins constant, dautre port, que Ia Convention est formelle et yu'en co qui 
reyarde evacuation, elle stipule une date qu'on ne” pout depasser sane méean- 
nitro la clause qui rile ce point éssentiel : quinw surplus, couvre de réorgn 
sation de la Syrio revient oxclusivement A son Gouvernement ; quan ne pourra 
y donner suite que quand la Commision aura accompli son mandat, et que, 
aque li, if suit, comme il afirme, que Ja Porte alt avisé aux moyens propren 
Tocrw'ta sécurité. Il préscte, du rosa, gos Tos Commisminer ont Loree 

investigations sur les fiewx, et la Conférence, selon lui, pourrait exprisner 

hter Je rdublisxement aun ordre’ de chowee rigulie en Sy, 
que la Commission, dont la présence ou lo rappel ne xaurait moditier l'état 
‘matériel da. pays, fit invitée A se rendre A Constantinople, oi) elle rédigerait son 
rapport, dont les Repréventants des Puissances prendraicnt Connaissance sans retard 
et pourraient ainsi, en se concertant avee la Porte, avancer lo: moment de In 
pacification, 

Le Piénipotentiaire de la Russie, aprés avoir fait observer que Jos informa- 
jelles parvenues & son Gouvernement tui permottent de partagor les 
ions te OM. te France, ainsi que les eonoluxions 

nstituée en Syrin, et que, 
volte earantios 


coupables, Waviser aux moyens Windemniser les victimes, et d'aborer an rapport 
r Congahisation administrative du Liban ; or, dit-il, jusqu'a présent, il n'a 66 
infligé aucun chatiment aux auteurs des massacres de la Monisgne, seune 
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indemnité n'a été aceordée aux Chrétions, et Ia Commission n'est pas encore & 
mime de presenter ses propositions de rongunisation. | Drautre part les Chefs 
Druses retirés dans le Hauran se concertent avce les Arabes et les Metualis pour 
résister ouvertemeat aux mesures de rigueur que lon prendrait contre cux et 
Frise Yada jung’ venis pile les villages sits aux pores de Damas: 
les Chrétiens, de leur ebté, se disposent A repousser les agressions dont ils sont 
menncés; on s‘arme partout et la guerre civile, loin détre npainée, est de 
nouveau imminente. En présence de ces éventualités, Ia France décline la 

0 des conséquences qu’entrainerait le départ prémataré da corps 
expéditionnaire. 

Le Plénipotentiaire de Ia Grande Bretagne répond que si Yon se. placait’ au 
fine de vue do Pinipotennaire de i France ls Confrence devrait déxider que 
occupation semnit désormais permanente, ct déclare que son Gouvernement 
Iadbéeerait pos dune somblable résolution, gui ext daileurs dling parle Puéai- 
potentiaire de la Pulssanee territoriale. “Tl annonce que les reascignements 
parvenus & 4on Gouvernement présentent la situation sous un jour qui le porte & 
considérer Vovscwation imiédiate comme une mesure opportune et méme 
nécessaire. Le Comminsaire de la Grind Bretagoe estine en effet que les 
Agents da Gouvernement Ottoman dispoxent des forces nécessaires au maintien 
de Ia tranquillit, et que la présence des troupes étrunugéres, utile au début, 
‘entrotient amjourd hui des espérances et dex crxintes dont effet ext de perpétuer 
‘des rementiments qa'll importe de faire cexser. I! soutient qu'il n'existe aucune 
connexité entre les travaux de Ia Commission et In durée de Voceupation ; que lo 
but de In Convention est atteint; que co but a été défini dans le préacabule 
de cot Acte, et consistait i * arrdter effusion du aang par des mesures promptes ot 
eificnces;”” ‘que les dispositions concertées par les Oat raliad Toot 
taigue queies wewent en vue; que ln Convention peut done et dit recevoie son 
exéoution dang sew claasox® finales, C'est: devormals, Ia Puiasince 
Sonveraine «u'll appartiont exclusivement de pourvoir & ln sécurité en Syrie, et le 
Plénipotentiaire de ta ‘Turquie déclarant, aveo maison selon i, que xox Gouverne- 
ment peut prévenir de nouveaux troubles, il n'y a nulle raison de rotarder lo 
épart des troupes, qui n’avaient autre mission sue de concourie & mettre fin 
Ux conits sanglants qui avaient Gelaté dans eette province. 

Le Plénipotentiaire de la France fait ‘ho #agit nollement do 
combiner une occupation permanente, et que le Gouvernement Francais, pour 
son compte, Ne consentinalt, em aucun eas, A en accepter seul lex charges | it 
reconnait que s'il n'y pas’ une cooneaité conventionnelle entre la mission des 
Connmissaires ot celle du corps expéaitionnniry, cette connexité, dans son opinion, 
existe par In force des choses, puisque fon s‘exposerait i de nouveaux malheurs 
Stoo mettait fa ta = tive ql réule del présence det troupes 

rangdres, avant davoir pris et appliqué les dispositions que comporte l'exercice 
Migloe st eoeate Obtauke sone reas 

‘Le Plinipotentiaire de In Grande Bretagne exprime Pavis quo Yon pourrait 

seconder In Turquie dans 'esuvre de pacification qui reate A remplir et témoigner 

ations ‘intention des Puiwsaaces de concourir, wil y avait lieu, 0 la 
séptesaion de nouveaux dévordres, en décilant qu'on eateticadrait sur lee cotcs 
de Syric une station combinge de leurs forces navalce. 

‘Le Plénipotentiaite de TAutriche fait observer que cette mesure ne pourrait 
seffectuer avant le mois de Mai, et qu'il pourrait surgir des conflits regrettables 
avant cette époque si le corps expéditionnaire quittait la Syrie & la date fixée par 
Ja Conventions 

Le Plénipotentiaire de la Prusse émet la méme opinion. 

Le Plénipotentinite de ta Russie eroit que la présence dos hitimens de 

jrre semit insuffisanto poor gurantir la sécurité des Chrétions, qui, babitant le 
FEitan ce lee grandes vills de Fintérieur, ne. pourraient recevoir aucun sccours 
os excadres, qui seraient foreées de borner leur protection anx villes du littoral. 

Le Piénipotentiaire de In Grande: Bretagne exprime In conviction que In 
pnisence des pavillons Gtrangers sur le littoral suffim par von influence morale 
pour contenir les mauvaises passions des habitants du Laban. Du reste, ajoute-t-, 
tion no serait plas facile que de Adbarquer une partic des équipages, s'il devenait 
nécessaire. 

Te Plénipotentiaire de ta Turquie dit qu'en principe il ne pourrait admettre 
avcune distinction entre Voccupation par des troupes de terre et le debarquement 
des équipages, Tl revient au surplus sur sos déclarations antérieures et persiste 
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notamment penser que l'état des choses en Syrie permet d'exécuter la 
Convention ; mais, connaissant les sentiments qui animent son Gouvernement, 
il eroit que l'on pourrait régler le départ des troupes de manitre que T'évacuation 
cit fieu sans exercer une influence ficheuse sur les dispositions des esprits, en 
‘Seffectuant pendant un délaj que la Porte utilisersit pour raffermir Vordve. Il 
ne soumet & ln Conférence aucune proposition ; mais il est prét d tenir compte, 
dans cette mesure, des appriciations des autres Piénipotentinires et se eroirat 
aautorisé & transmettre A sa Cour une ouvertare tendant & prolonger V'occupation 
temporairement et jusqu’ une date déterminée d'avance, 

Le Plénipoteatiaire de la France s¢ plait’ reconnaitre qu'une semblable 
suggestion tend i rapprocher les avis, mais il prévoit que l'on. se trouvera, & 
Vespiration de ce déai, si 'on ne veut se préoccuper qoe d'une date, sons dard 
Fen es crenmtancesy en aos fr sre liens ot dog ats caeninenis 

wropose en conséquence de proroger Poccupation jusqu’au moment oi la Porte 
pours, avec les dactioppencots eresths hire eerie) la Contirnon qu 
serait, sur sa demande, convoquée 2 cot effet, ensemble des mesures prises pour 
garantir la tranquillité de Ja Syrio, et les Plénipotentinires décideraient alors, 
‘apnis avoir recu cette communication, que V'évactation aurait lieu, Il se fonde 
sur lex appréciations du Gouvernement Drtannigue, qui a, reconna que, pour 

reltre aux Puissances de'se prononcer en parfaite connaissance do cate, la 
Porte devait los informer des dispositions. adoptées pour conjurer do. nowveaux 
conflts, 

Le Plésipotentiaire de la Grande Bretagne fait observer que son Gouverne- 
ment a acquis, postérieurement & cette comaninication, Ia conviction que la 
Porte s°était mise A meme de maintenir Vordre en Syric. Mt njoute qui voit 
avec regret que, d'aprés es rapports des Agents Britanniques, de nombreux 
assassinate sont cormnis A Vheure qu'il ost par les Maronites sur les Druses. 
Puisque la préseuce de troupes Gtrangires n'a pax pour effet de prévenir cen 
crimes, c'est Li ute raison de plus, selon Jul, pour mettre une terme occu 
pation.” Autrenieat, cest sur Europe, qui a envoys cette expedition, que 
retomberait In resporieabilité de be nonspunition de ces actos. 

Le Plénipotontiaire de la France dit que lor faite isolé signalés par 

le Plénjpoteatiaire de ts Grande Trotagne ne sont pas parvenus a la 

manaimance du Gouvernement Francais; que, dans tous Yes cas, ay lew d'y 
voir un motif de hiter l'évacuation, Il pense qu’on devrait en eonclare quiil est 
cesscatiel de protonger Voceupation, z 

Le Pignipotentiaire de 1a Turquie déclare qu'il ne waurait acoopter pour son 
Gouvernement obligation do jostitior des moyens nécessaires au maintion do In 
sécurité sur son propre territoine. % i 

Le Pléaipotentlaire de la Ruwie propose de proroger I'évacuation de deux 
mois et de remettre toute résolution au terme de ce délai, époque & laquelle In 
Confireace serait mieux éditiée aut la. situation. dox choses en Syries selon. lui, 
cet ajournement donnerait & la Commission le temps de terminor ses travanx et 
Ton trouverait vraisemblablement, dans le Rapport des Commisauires, les ékimonts 
uno resolution qui rGunimit Tassentiment de toutes les Paissances, Tl ne 
Wopponerait pas a sar a mggestion fits pur Mle Pleipotntisire de a 
‘Tanquie, sl était entendu que, dana le ens oii sungirait de nouveaux incidents 
durant la. prolongation de Voeupation, a Conférence pourrait modifier 
résolution selon les circonstances 

Ur Pipette def Ture lt aye qu'il bo pout acquowey nace 
proposition qui lisserait dépendre Téracuation de fiita Gventuels, et, devant les 
formes explicites de la Convention, il maintieat qu’ello doit avoir heu dune date 
certaine. 

‘La Conféretice examine si Von peut prévoir que, dans un dilai déterming, 
ordre moral sera soffisamment &abli en Syrie pour qu'il, soit posible, ds ce 
moment, de fixer a une date invariable Te Uépart des troupes. A In suite 
telte discussion, ob se sont produits des ‘avis contradictoires, le Plénipotentinire 
de Ia Turquie a admis qu'il pourrait transincttre & xa Cour uve proporition qui 
conduirait A signer une Convention prolongeant, pour tout dai, le terme de 
Yoceupation jusqu’au 1 Mai prochait 

‘Les Pléaipotentiaires décident quis en reféreront leurs Cours respoctives. 
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No. 515. 


¥. Enrl Cowley to Lord J; Russell (Received March 19.) 
(No. 4212 
My Lord, Paris, March 18, 1861, 

I STATED to M. Thouvenel this afternoon, in the terms of your Lordship's 
despatch No. 333 of the L6th instant, that it was the intention of Her Majesty's 
Government to reinforce towards the’ Ist of May Her Majesty's naval squadron 
fon the coast of Syrians and that Her Majesty's Government would be ready to 
communicate to the French Government the instructions to be furnished to 
Adiiral Mundy, 

M.Thouvenel replied, that the Imperial squadron would be stationed on 
the Syrian coast about the same time, and that he thought it would be better to 
defer until little later tho settlement of the instructions to be given to the 
Commander-inehie 

is Excellency added, that he had this morning received intelligence from 
Beyrout up to the 1st instant, and that it was very unsatisfactory ; but | could 
‘hot elicit from him any statement of facts, nor do I believe that the reports to 
which lo alludes contain more than a general aud vague repetition of the 
apprchensions entertained by the Christinn populatian with ‘regard. to. tho 
future, 

Thave, &e. 
(igned) —” COWLEY. 


No. 516. 


Lord J. Russell to Barl Cowley. 
(No. 344.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 19, 1861 
1 HAVE received your Excellenoy’s despatch No, 431 of the 18th instant, 
reporting your communications with M. Thouvonel respecting the intention of 
Hor Majesty's Government to reinforee the British squidron on the coast of 
Syria, as referred to in my despateh No. 333 of the 16th instant. 
‘The instructions to. the Lritish Admiral to which I have alloded will be 
prepare and wil be tranmite to Pais tthe ed ofthis toa 
om, &e. 
(Signet) "J. RUSSELL. 





No, 517. 
Earl Cowley to Lord J. Russell (Received March 20.) 
(No. 431.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 19, 1861. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith two copies of the Protocol of 
Conference on Syrian affairs held on the 15th instant. 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) COWLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 517. 
Protocol of « Conference held at Paris, March V5, 1861 
Présents : 
Pour l’Antriche, M. le Prince de Metternich ; 
Pour a Francs, ‘M. Thouveae 
ur le Bretagne, M. le Comte Cowley ; 
Pour Ia Prusse, M. le Comte de Pourtalés ; 
Pour la Russie, M. le Comte de Kisseletf; 
Pour la Turquie, Vefik Effendi. 
LE Protocole de 1a séance du 19 Février est Iu et adopté avee des amende- 
iui ne donnent liew & aucune diseussion. 


Le Plénipotentinire de In France ‘exprime le vou que les Plénipotentiaires 
fassent  conniitre avis de leurs Gouverements respectifs sur la suggestion 
qu'on était convenu de soumettre 4 leur apprécintion 

Le Piéaipotentiaire de I'Autriche dit que depuis la derniére réunion de In 
Conférence, il s’est Gcoulé un tomps assez long pour qu'il lui semble désirable de 
fixer A trois mois le terme pendant lequel on prorozerait occupation Européenne 
cen Syrie; il Ini semble que, pendant ce dai, ta Porte pourrait prendre les 
mesures complémentaires que Von jugerait opportunes pour dissiper toutes es 
inquigtudes, et préparer ainsi Nacuation de manitre & prévenir les coulits quis 
selon certaines prévisions, ménaceraient 'éclater aprds le départ des troupes 


fc Piinipocntais de fd FrAnch Gate safeth gut {vod W Injptinton 
de son Gouvernement la combinaison proposée 4 la Conférence dans si 
néoGlente révnion, et qu'elle ne lui a pas paru répondre aux éventu 
Hy a lieu do tenir compte; il reconnait copendant que si Yoceup 
prolongée pendant trois mois, on aurait du moins uno plus grande latitude pour 


bo ne 
Facqulecet, pusque tous les F 
cette clause ext combinée de maniére 4 fixer exactement Ia date do 


tentinires y ud 


Lo Plénipotentiaite de la Grande Bretagae eroit pouvoir, apris avoir 
eotendu lex autres Plénipotentiaires, proposer it la Conférence une réaction qui 
tui parait conforme aux vues conciliantes des Puissnces, et il en donne 
wi Cete rédacion est exvtinés por in GonSéeonon, qui, epria a ayuir Aloulé 
Jes termes, tombe d'accord Lovee Libellé de I’Acte annexé au présent Protocole, et 

it In signature des ripotentiaires, 
ve "Pit A Pane, le quinge Marx mil huit cent soixante-etan. 


Annox. 


LEURS Majesti's !Empereur d’Autricho, 1'Empercar des Frangais, la Reine 
du Royaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, le Roi de Prusse, U'Empereur 
de toutes les Russies, et I Empereur des Ottomans, apres les expheations échangées 
entre lours Gouvernements Tespectifs, s’étant entendus pour modifier 1s Conven- 
tion conclue entre eax le S Septembre demnicr, les Réprésentants de leurs dites 
Majestés sont tombés dPaccord sur len Attics suivants, qui seroat textuelement 
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convertis en une Convention dont les instruments vont étre ausstit. prépards 
pour étre revétas de leurs signatures:— 


ARTICLE 1. 
La durée de Voceupation Européenne en Syrie sera prolongée juaqu‘au 
5 Juin de la présente année, Epoque’ laquelle il ext entenda catty led Hates 
Parties Contractantes qu'elle nurs attcint con terme, et que l’éyneuation aura été 
effectuée. 
ARTICLE 11. 
‘Les stipulations contenues dans I’Article II de la Convention da. 
1860, en tant qu’elley n'ont point encore été exécuties, ou quielles ne sont 
moditiées par In présente Convention, demeureront en vigveur pendant la 
qui séoulem entre la date de la signature de eet Acte, et le 5 Juin de Vannée 


ARTICLE 11. 
Convention sera ruttige, et les ratifications en seront éhangées 
lai de cing semaines, ou plus Ut ni fairo ne peut, 
Les Plénipotetiaires sont convenus Je so uuie Bard prochain, 19, pour 
signee In Convention. 
Paris, le 15 Mars, 1861, 


No. 518, 
Sir He Buber to Lori J. Russell. Received March 20) 
(No. 172) 


My Lord, Constantinople, Mareh 7, 1961, 
1 HAVE not failed, in novordance with the instructions contained in. your 


Lordship's tolegram of the 2nd instant, to urge the Porte not to permit the 

execution of tho Druso Chief Said Bey Djumblat, and T have now much satis. 

faction in scquainting your Lordship that Auli Pusha wrote yesterday to Fund 

Pasha to desire his Excellency to comply with the wishes of Her Majesty's 

Government in this matter, 

Darel tt steady telegraphed, by way of Smyrna, in the above sense to Lond 
ulforin, 


I have, &. 
(Signed) HENRY L, BULWER. 


No, 519. 


f Lord Nopier to Lorid J. Russell {Received March 23.) 
(No. 4) 
My Lont, 8. Petersburgh, March 13, 1861. 

IN my convertion with Prince Gortehakoff yesterday, his Excellency 
touched upon thie question of the Freneh occupation in Syria.” He disclaim 
being an exclusive partion of France: io that respect he had been exposed to 
erroncous imputations. Ho often differed with France, and even on this very 
‘matter, the settlement of the Lebanon, he found himself hearer the views of the 
English than those of tho French Commissioner. In reference to the military 
‘sceupation of Syria by the French forces he, however, entertained no jealousy. 
France was the delegate of Europe. Other Powers might have taken an active 
pat.and sen their woop. ‘They had prefered not to do so. ‘The honour of 

rope was involved in the pacification of Syria and the reorgonization of its 

Government. His accottnts led him to believe that the country was not defini- 
tively tranquillized. He could not approve of a premature removal af European 
coatrol, oF contemplate with indifference the renewal of the late excesses. 

On iny asking Prince Gortchakoff, distinctly, what term he placed to the 
French oecupation, be replied that they ought to emai, unl the country. was 
completely pacified, until the Svreign Commissioners had framed their scheme of 


futore government for the Lebanon, and until that scheme had been accepted by 
the Porte, and was actually in the first stage of execution. He did not care to fix 
any positive date. ‘The Ist of July hind been spoken of. He trusted the objects 
allsded to above might be attained by that day, but he would asiat on uo tay. 
‘The duration of the French occupation should be measured by its necessity, by 
its results, 

1 remarked to the Prince, that acting on this principle, he made the French 
the judges of the duration of their stay, for they might prolong discussion and 
defer resolution as much as they pleased; I regretted that his Execllency had 

this view, for I believed it would not be accepted by your Lordship or by 

lic feeling in England. I also contested the necessity of a prolongation, 

ing myself on the opinion of Lord Dufferin conveyed to Her Majesty's 

it, and on the general reflection thut the disorders in Syria were 

neither caused by the tyranny of the Porte or ite weaknoss, but originated in 

local animosities, and were continued by the wilful und culpable inaction of the 

‘Turkish Commanders, who, if they bad pleased, might have mitigated the contest 

in the Lebanon, and prevented the outbreok at Damascus altogether. ‘The 

Turks were strong enough to keep order if they pleased, and it was now their 
‘obvious policy to do s0. 

The Prince expressed his personal sympathics for Lord Dufferin and his 
admiration for his Lordship's conduct in Syria, Wat contended that Lord 
Dutferin might be mistaken, and that his xingle opinion could not. outweigh the 
opinions of all the other Commissioners, who conxidered that foreign interven 
tion could not yet be dispensed with. He also remarked that the Frenoh had no 
desire to remain longer than was necessary ; of that IT mixht be perfectly p 
soaded. M. de Montebello had even hinted to him tho inclination of 
Government to retire, but he would not take the hint. ‘The French desired 
draw in all their scattered troops from China, Cochin China, and Syria, perhaps 
with a view to other objects. 

Rospecting the eventual governtnent of the Mountain, Prince Gortchakott 
stated that he entertained no very defined opinion. So many local interests and 
details wore involved that he left the question to be debated and settled by the 
Commissioners, Tho last project, involving a single Christian Governor for the 
whole Mountain, named by the Porte, and unconnected with the place, with a 
Mixed Council and Communal Tnstitations conformable to the religion of the 
several separate diatricts snd villages, seemed to hi to be, on a cursory view, o 
reasonable one. 

The Prince then procured M, Novikow's last Reports, under dato of 
February 10th, 0.8., forwarding the draft of a Plan of Government designod by 
the Conimimioners, and accompanied by their severnl reservations, 

In M, Novikow's Reports T remarked. greatecIniination tothe viows of 
his English colleague than for those of France, He emphatically declines the 
suggestion of u Christian Governor selected from the house of Shebab 

ible with an impartial Governmneat, with the interests of the Greok inti 
‘and with tho abrogation of feudal privileges. 

On the question of Freach occupation gonerully, the Prince spoke alimost 
with enthusiast, He scemed to be moro a partisan of that occupation than the 
French themselves 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) NAPIER. 





No. 520. 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell —(Received March 20.) 


(No. 77) 

My Lord, Beyrout, March 4, 1861. 
FROM a despatch, No, 206 of the 17th ultimo, addressed by. his Excel- 

Jency Lord Cowley to your Lordship, it would sop that M. Béclard kaw 

informed M. Thouvenel that the Commissioners had unanimously required his 

Excellency Fuad Pusha to add largely to the list of twenty persons nlready 

condemned to death by the Court-martial of Moklitara; aud that M. Thouvene! 
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having expressed his dissatisfuction at such “n holocaust,” hes suggested the 
proprity of restricting the number of executions to one or two of the principal 
criminals. 

How far M. Béclard was justified in making the statementascribed to him 
by bis Chief is rendered evident by the inclosed Protocal of the twenty-first 
sitting of the Commission; and I confess it would be a great satisfaction to me 
if Lord Cowley would kindly draw M. Thouvenel's attention to the great 
tliserepancy which would seem to exist between M. Bécland's account of our 
proceedings and that recorded in this document. 

What happened was simply th 

On the 2th of January, Abro Efendi announced to us, on 
Piss, that in consequence of the Christians having refused. to 
the Tribunal ut Mokhtars had been able to nat themeclves of of ouly 
20 out of the 290 persons specially accused of murder, but that if the Commis- 
sion would authorize him to do so, his Exeellency was nnxious to join to tbis 
number the twenty-three Chiefs and others already proposed to be condemned 
hy the Extraordinary Tribunal of Beyrout, in all, forty-three persons, wtiom he 
‘would at once proceed 10 exceute, 

"To this proposal the Freveh Commimioner himself noxious t0 
asscut, provided” that more ‘names were aided to the list of those’ already 
entonced at Mokhtara, and he indicated the number eighty as a maximum, 

"To any proceeding of this kind I felt it my duty to offer the mast strenuous 
opposition, “Ax for including the Chiefs imprisoned at Beyrout in the same. 
cetegory with the blood-stained assassins convicted at Mokhtar, it was out of 
the question, Most of them were not even accused of participation in the 
tnassacren, ‘The procés-rerbat of their trials had not been yet communicated 10 
Us and the Cominiasion hind not ratified the sentences proposed to be passed 
upon them. ‘They must atll, therefore, be eonsidered as uncondemned, 

‘An to inviting the Court-mastial in the Moumtabi to odd to the fist of 
twenty they had alrendy sent in, it was a very dangerous expedient, It might, 
indeod, be urged that twenty convictions for murder bore a very small proportion 
to the thousands of Christians who had beet batehered: but though out of 
deference to my colleagues T might make this ndmission ia the abstract, it 
Seemed to men horrible thing to tempt such a ‘Tribunal as that o whieh we 
hhad to depend to farce theie consciences, and condemn persons on what would 
[itove insuiicient evidence. 

Tn reference to the twenty already sentenced T had no scruples, A British 
officer had been inivited by his Excellency Fund Pasha to watch the proceedings 
‘of the Court, and he reported himself satistied with the guilt of those who tad 
been dea fo us, Shoold he in the meantime have ascertained that 
substantial proof was forthcoming aguinat some of the others, 1 xbould not 
refs on hs wathovty to 98 their names othe lit, bot that ‘beyond this T 
could not go. 

Tn consequence of my objections to allow the Druse Chiefs to be thus 
summarily dealt with, as well as on neconnt of the ambiguous nature of the 
‘Commission's reply to his demands, Fuad Pasha retorned to Beyrout for the 
purpose of conferring with usin person on the subject, 

"The inclosed is w copy of the Protocol of the meeting which followed, wand 
I think your Lordsh perceive that M, Béclard must have strangely 
misunderatood my meaning, if he represented me as desiring to multiply the 
‘number of exeeutions in the Mountain, 

‘Pho discussion to whieh T refer took place more than a month wgo. Since 
then, it is to be presumed by M. Thouvene!'s language that his Commissioner 
must have received instructions not to insist on ansthing approaching to a 
“"holoeaust,'" as the French Minister designated the proposed execution of twenty. 
condemned wurderers. Yet only the day before yesterday M. Béclard urged 
‘upon his Excellency Fond Pasha, in the most energetic manner, the immediate 
putting to death of 0 less thas fifteen persons, viz, five Turkish officials and 
Ton Druse Chiefs, notwithstanding that a majority of bis colleagues as strongly 
rudvocated & milder sentence On two-thirds of that number, and that two of thet, 
M. Weekbecker avd mytelf, contended forthe ubsate seta of six 

have, Se. 
(Sigued DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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Protocol of the Tieentysfirat Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
January 29, 1861. 


Le Snnvier, mil holt cent. soixanter i 
rae avi, il hy roisante-un, tous les Commissaires 
iat tone présidence de Fuad Pacha, Ia xéance est ouverte 
vest. convenu que les proclv-verbaux des deux. précédentes séances, 
repped HN get Lg pers on te de Ddégué du Commissaire 
Had dda une réunion particulidre & laquelle Abro 
Pacha expose 4 Ia Commission qu'apris avoir recu son avis ur los 
condaronations du Tribunal de Mokhtarab,it claitaiarittes étenas ‘deta rack 
erties et n'a retenu on prison que Jes 290 individus compris dans In-premire, 
1a. cru devoir en. outre ajourncr l'exdeution des condamnations dg prononcces, 
que toutes puissent vexécuter simultangment. Goa résolutions une foe 
prises, Pund Pacha est revenu & Beyrout pour s'eatendre de uouvean aveo la 
Commission, Lavis, formal’ par elle dans Ia pricédante séanes, pourrait étro, 
selan tui, le résultat d'un malontendn, et il pense qu'en réalité lo ehitire total dex 
condamnations qu'il a projeté de prononcer contre lo Drusen, tant A Meyrout 

quit Mokintarsh, est de nature & retoplir le ven de la Commiion. En eff 

Vou sjoute au chiffre des vingt condamnations proposées par Je Tribunal 
Mokhtaruh, celvi des vingt-trois condamnations proposéex par Jo Tribunal de 
Bares savoir, onze contre los individus dont les dossiers out déja été transmis 
oe peaelais six contre les contumnces récom x autres 

ont les dossiers seront prochainement. comm ‘on arcive & un total d 
‘quarante-trois condammations contre low Druses, 0’ at d-dire, & wn chiftre c 
aa colul des condamnations de Damas que la 


wndaunnés ila peine de mort 
Me léwontror qu'il n'y a et, de x part de ta 
Comminson, aucune pice de malentendy Tua Comnlasion tignorimullement 
ue te Tribunal de Beyroat eit proposs ddjd ta condammation de. ving-trols 
hefs Druses, puisque les sentences prononcées. contre oes Chet ont été 
soumisos 4 son appréciation, et quil en était fait mention dans la lettre meme 
par laquelle Fuad Pacha demandait Vavis de la Commission relativetent aux 
sentences du Tribunal de Mokhtarh. C'ext par rapport. A cette seconde 
Exlégorie de weatences, t abstraction faite de celles prononeées & Bayroot, que la 
Conuniasion avait A donver xan avis ; elle a distingud dans oct avis Co que pur bn 
ature vine dew chowos devalt dtr distingué, A Heyrout sont déteous lex 
Ch ation Druse, ceux que leur haute responsabilité eommnnde de 
wpper. A Mokbtarah se trouvent ov devraient du moins se trouver les agents 
feconulires qui ont cowinis 1s 6,000 assasinata de ta Montagne. Crest de cox 
deniers seulement qu'il uit question, et au sujet desquels i. Comission, avait 
reer ct expression de son avis next certainemont point le résultat 
. Dutforin mppelte que Ia Commission a éé unanime & reconnaitre avec 
Jui que lo chile des coudauatutions b prononcer dans la Montague ne Jerat pos 
dépasser celui des condamnations exccutées Damas, La raison, ditih en est 
évidente. A Damas les meurtres ont été aussi nombreux que dans la Montucne, 
ct ils n’avaient point é provoqués, tandis que dans la Montagne i devient 
‘chaque jour plus clair que Tes Dries ont 4d provoqués dune manitre arétee 
vance, et que presque partout ce sont les Chidtiens qui ont commence 
fattaque. Jusqu’d. present M. Jo Commissaire Britannique avait bésité ase 
Prononcer sur ce dernier point d'une fagon trop eatégoriqul, mais ine craint pas 
aujourd'hui datirmer que tes Druses ont pris les atmes pour se défendre, et qu'h 
twouns dteo des laches ils devaient le fare. Cech post et Ie chitinent dee 
Strocités dont ils se sont mallieureusement rendis eoupables pendant fa Tutte 
tant admis en principe, il est Evident que dans x3 mesure ce chitimont ne doit 
eu 
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és dtre aussi rigoureux que celui des Damasquins, qui ont commis autant de 
meurtres et autant d'atrocités, sans y avoir été provoqués par les Chrétiens. 
M. le Commissaire Britamnique est d’avis que, dans In balance des deax répres- 
sions, il funt thre extrer en ligne de compte toutes les condamnations, aussi bien 
celles de Beyrout que celles de Mokhtarah. Ila toujours eru, et les réserves 
‘quill a faites h.ce sujet sont Td pour le prouver, qui si le ebiffre de vingt condam- 
nations prononeées & Mokhtarah ne semblait pas de nature & remplir l'objet 
iwon se proposait, copendant il n'appartenait pas la Commission d'engazer un 
Fribunal A frapper de mort, dans un but purement politique, des invidus dont Ia 
culpabilité ne serait pas démontrée. 

Sion principe, et ainsi qu’ a été admis, In répression des. Drusos ne doit 
ps Ggaler celle infligée sux Damasquins, il semble maintenant & Lord Dufferin 
‘que cette réprossion pourrait sans inconvénient étre de beaucoup moins rigourvuse, 
yu d'une part les souffrances endurées par In notion Droge toute entitre, va 
dlautre part Jo grand nombre de meurtres isolés qui ont été commis par’ les 
Chirétiens sur lex Druses depuis les événements, M. le Comtissaire Britannique 
Songage & communiquer i ses collégues une liste nominale de 136 hommes, 
25 formes et 15 enfants tués, 63 hommes et 22 femmes blessés, par les Chrétiens. 
TL rappelle ta lottro adressée par luj A Fuad Pacha, lorsquarriva la premstre 
nouvelle do cos représailles, lettre dont il avait foit connattre le conteau au 
Général Commandant-on-chef. du corps expéditionaire, et dana’ Inquetle it 
‘oxprimnlt opinion que, si tout a'abord un exemple n’était pas fit ot Ix tendanee 
dos Chivtiens & se rendre justice eux-mémes n'était pas réprimée dis le début, 
ceo assassinate 40 moultiplicraient. Crest 1A malheurewsement, ajoute Lord 
Dutferin, ce qui est arrivé, et dans un tel état de choses, eu égard. aux ciroon- 
stances qui ont préeédé, comme & celles qai ont svivi Ia lutte, il ext dificile de 
reconnaltre aux Chrétions Je droit d'exiger que lox Druses soient frappér d'an 
chitiment tres rigoureux, 

Te Commisaire Francais, en réponee au discours de Lord Dufferin, thit 
‘obnorvor que, si le Commissaire de Si Majesté Hritannique a pu. déetiner & bon 
droit In responsabilité dos assassinats: commis par des Chrétiens, cette response 
bilité, Diou merci, ne retombe sur aucun des nutres memtwves de ta Compission.. 
Co n'est pas i eux on effet qu'on peut reprocher le retart apporté au ehitiment 
dos Druses. Si des assassinate ont été commis, qu'on en recherche les auteurs, 
mais qu'on ne confonde pas quelques actes de vengeance, aecomplis par des 
Chrétlens égarés, pour qui la repression promise w G6 trop lente A vooir, axce 
Vasuvre de justice que In Commission poursuit de ses vorax, 

Quant aw ehiffre des condamnations eapitales auquel te ‘Tribunal Rxtra- 


ondinsire de Mokhtarah sétit provisoirement arrété, et que by Commission & 


‘déolaré insufisant, M. Héclart ne pease pas non plus qu'il ait pa donner liea & 
tun malentend, La Commission savut en ef, et le [énlporeatiaire Ottoman 
Jui avait: fourni & cot. gird toutes les explications désirables, que les onze joge= 
ments dgja rendus & Beyront opntre des Chefs Droses concluaient a lx peine de 
mort ; que six conturnnces condamnds A la méaio peine verusient d'étre waisis, ot 
que les dossiers relatifs six autrov procbs eriminels éalemont terminds par des 
condamnations capitales allaiont étre bientdt soumis A son examen. 

Pour atténuct apparemment la calpabilité des Droses et pour lear concilier 
une indulgence it Inquelle ils ont aucun droit, on parle ausst de la provocation 
dont ils nunaient été Vobjet do la part des Chrétiens, M, Béclart considére 
ccntte allggtion comme étant: tout an moins iprudente, \Aucane preave ne 

le pillage, et In ruine des villages 
ices de ¥i 


i enney 
nusti prouver que les massacres de 1842 et 1845 ont été provoques par les 
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Cheétiens? Toujours vietimes de la fureur des Drases, ne_finut-il voir en, eux 
que des provocateurs et par conséqpent des coupables? Leurs matheurs seuls 
Sat prouvés, ainsi que Tear résignation. Et si cette nésignation leur efit manque; 
pourrait-on bien leur impater A crime d'avoir aspiré ala delivrance? On. suit 
Gans tous les eas ce quils ont obtenu.. En demandant justice pour les Chrétiens, 
‘en indiquant la proportion dans liquelle eette justice devait s'exercer, 1a Commis- 
Sion a fait tout ce qu'elle pouvait faire. Un plas long débat devient in 
Creat A Tautotité competente qu'll apparticnt Wagir et de satisfaire & de légitimes 
cexigences. : 

Fund Pacha ne croit pas pouvoir laisser sans réponse deux idées qui viennent 
d’btre Genises par M. Bécland. De Mavis de son Excellence, la séparation de ta 
Montazne en deux Caimacarnies, mesure porement administrative, ne savrait 
tre considerée comme une provocation A adresse dex Chrétiens, En second 
Tieu, a lon agents de V'autorité ont & In vérité danx cos deruiers temps mal rempli 
Tours devoirs, on be peut en induire que le Gouvernement a toujours favorise 


x diro len repréailles. indivi ellen Hs no 
sont liveés depuis les événemonts, fassentils aa nombre de 150, no sont point 
‘one aatisfhetion pour la justice, On ne peut mémo wavs inconvénient lex faire 
fentrer ef Tigne do compte, ear un tel calcul eondulrait dire que, sur ton 6,000 
teurtres cotnmnis par les Druscs, 5,860 restent sans ¥engenmee. 

MI Novikow ne oroit, pas qui y alt d'illeurs lieu, de »'appésantir wo 
carnctére et les eooséquences de Ia déeision administrative aoptée en 1542, 
mesure qui appartient & uno, phase historique, placée en dehors den attributions 
do In Commission, Te privcipe sur lequel fa Commission ext. dgjd, tombde 
accord, et dod ello pout tirer une solution pratique de ta question jetdante, 
lest qué le nombre dos condamnations & mort dans la Montagne ne dépussera 
bas celui des condamnations prononeées A Damas, Or, quel'an prenne le chithre 
fe vingt proposé par le ‘Tribunal de Mokhtatah, ou éclut de trente hk quiventey 
fon ¥ ajoutant les condamnations proposées par celui de Weyrout, il y n toujours 
Go la eomrge,, pulequ'll yn ea quatresvingt exécutions A Dannne, ot de quel 
fmaniére quit entende Yo yeou. exprimé par la Comuiasion, Je Commissnire du 
Baltan, sil veut ¥ déférer, doit encore étondre les limites de répression. _ Afin 
pourtant de oe point leur’ donner une extension trop couskiérable et pout, dviter 
Ene trop grande effusion de sang, M. Novikow rappelle qu'il « propoxd dans bu 
Gernidre dance Vapplication dune peine svcondaire, telle que ta déportation, it 
ceux dentre les détenus de Moklitarah qui ne seraieat point condamnds i mort, 
et gut cependant métitaicnt dittre paris, La Commission set wnaniusement 
allige A cette proposition. Ea consequence M: le Cornuniesiro Russe est d'avis 
‘que la Commision n'a rien a ajouter aux conclusions qu'elle a Adj prises et qui 
font été communiguées h son Excellence. 

M. de Weckbecker rappelle que ta question avait été poste dans les termes 
suivante -— ne 

Vibe conataations mort sontlis ulin inde ve palin 
A cotte question Ia Commission a répondy & Vananimite névativements 
fhisant cette reponse, elle a dd precede supposer que lo ‘Tribunal de 
Moliitaraavnit bo disposton le moyens de constater ed agné de culpabilit 
des préventis placés sous sa juridietion. 

Foal ‘Paghs revieat h ce propor sure difcultés do toutes sorts. qul ont 
ccatrave, et parfois meme rend cotplétement stérilen, les recherches de Ia Justice, 
‘A defaut de preaves, ila fallu dane la plapart des cas ve contenter diane sin 
présomption de culpabilité. Si en théorie il ext facile de dire que vingt 
Condamnations ne suffsent pas, il est dificite dans la pratique de recueilir des 
témoigoages sar leequels pourrait Wappuyer un plus grand nombre de con- 

mations. 
= Ce que Lord Dafferin redoate par dessus tout, o'est que Saas uo 
effet parement politique, on ne frappe des innocents. A ses yeux Tintérét de In 
justice passe avant celui de la politique. Pou lui importe au fond Te nombre des 
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condamnés, pourvu que ee soient des cou, 
Si on Iai présentait une liste de cent ou cent 
serait prouvée par des témoignages bien 
‘et méme & réclanser lear condatmnation & 
|. Béolard n’admet pas quia 

‘tre frappée d'une sorte «ianpui 
chargds de punir, et ceux qui ont mission de 

cesse du défimt de preuves et de 
Udmoignages oculuites fassent souvent défa 
pisgue les Doses ont 
Mais dans uno telle 


.y 
Creoutbee de conken 
ordinaires. 

M. de Weckbeoker 
publique peuvent servir 


#écoulem encore quelque temps dc 
arrétée. Il tichora de mettre co te pour reeueillir de nouvelles 
enue t Mouhtam "Cat 
ut-étre d'augtenter Io chiffre dea condamnnations 
avis de la Commiasion, relatif aux sentences da 
iil fora procéder sisaultanément et immédiates 


M. Béclard saixit Vocensior mur demander A Fuad Pacha 
s'il enfla reeu de Constanti relatives i Vindewnité des 
Chrétiens de Damas, affaire dg exn s trois mols par la Commission. 


Te Commissaire Ottoman réyond qu'il n'a pas encore reca do nipanse atx 


demandes pressantos qui a adrosstes A ce sujet i on Gouvernement, mals qu'il 
ne désespéro pas d'en teeevoir prochainemer 

Lond Dutferin est davis que te retard sais par la Porte au réglement de 
cette question est de an part une trisgrave faut. 

. lo Commissaire Francais donne connaimance 4 Fond Pacha de la copio 
dune requdte qui a été adresade A son Excelleoen par quirunte-trois. habitants 
Notables de Baalbek, et oppelle Tattention du Commissaire Ottoman sur la situation 
‘Aiuetnante do cette locals. 

Fund Pacha déelare n'avoir pas recu cette requéte, et promet de prendre 
toutes lex mosures qui, agro information, auront €6 reconnues sdeewmires, pour 
amdliorer In situation de Baalbek. 

Au sujet de Djczin los renseignements qu’l a falt recueilit ont conduit & 
pooner que Fétat des choves n'y était pas auissi dévexpéré qu'on lo disnts La 
situation des habitants de Djeain est pénible & beaucoup d'égards ; ma elle 
‘est pas exceptionnellement mauvaise. Ila falt diatribuet aux plos néseniteus 
‘es billets mur ta remise deaquels i auraiont pa recovole k Mokbtarn. des objete 
tle Ierie de prendre nécessité. A von grand onncwent, pas Un ne rest 
présent 

M. le Comnusiemiro Pringais demande & son Exéetlence Fond Pacha ‘il @ 
pis des infomation {onebant loft signalé dans une prévédente séance de 

100 Damarquins exilés & Tripoli, et qui, par leors propos ot leur attitude, jettent 
Fépouvante au sein dex populations Chriticnnes, ba 

Fuad Pacha répond qu'il a dert a ce sujet A Abmed Packs. I1n’ea a point 
encore regu de réponse, mais il eroit pouvoir dire que Je chillte de! 300. 
Damiasquins lui parait d'avanice ti 

M. Béelard interpelte Fund Pacha rvlativement aux incidents de diverse 
nature qui se sont produits dernidrement dane les euvirons de Dans, 

ad! Pacha entre & co sujet dans quelques développements, dod il résulte 

jue dos Hédovins ont pillé un village de Hauran ; que dans un autre. village 
Vannonce de la pereeption d'un impot a occasionné des troubles et In fuite des 
hnbitants; que les Drures réfueids dans to Haurwo avaient offert de restituce 
les objots piles quills détiennent, pourra qu'on leur accordét une amnitic en 
Fompensation ; que le Gouvernement n's pas ert pouvoir amnistier des erimninels 


condamnés par contumace & Ia peine de mort; que s'ls ont échappé jusqu’a 
Présent an giaive do la justice ef trouvé un loge ‘dans le Hauran, ela ent 
‘uniquement & ce que Yautorité ne peut pas, vu le mauvais état de Ia suison, 
aller les y poursuivre, mais qu'en attendant que Je moment soit yenu de diriger 
contre eax les forces militaires nécessaires pour les néduire  V'obdssence, il use 
de ménagements & leur égard, afia. dempcher quils ne portent le désotdre dans 
Jes contrées environnantes. 

M. Béclard pose In question de savoir, si une expédition dans le Hauran, 
Jugée nécessaire par le Commissaire Ottoman, n’aurait pas pu tre tentée par les 
troupes de la garnison de Damas avant la mauvaise saison. 

MC Novem St otmerver aoe Jes {umuements dont Faad Pacha a cru 
devoir user & I'égard des réfugiés daos le Hauran, ne paraissent pas avoir 
alteint Je résultat qu’ll avait en vue, puisque dos actes de brigandage ee 
commettent jouroellement daus cette portion du territoire de PEmpire, f 

Fund Pacha répood que ce ne sont pas IA des fhits exceptionnels, mais qu'ls 
constituent l'état normal du pays; qu'il peut répondre de la tranquillite das les 
villes, mais que dans les campagnes qui sont hore do sa portée, et ot il 
moyens d'action suffisants, il lui est impossible do maintenir dans | 
Popolations qui ne reconnaissent aucune loi et n'ont jamais été qu’d moitic 
soutnises, i 

‘ovikow diet Vavis que, sans la réduction du Hauran, il n'y a point de 
tranquillité A venir possible pour la Syric, 

"Lond Duferin est aussi duvis que cette mesure ét trdeurgente. 

Tar séance est levée Sheures ot demic, 


(Suiveat les signatures.) 


No. 521, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Runsell—(ReceivedMorch 26.) 


(No. 78.) 
My Lord, Beyrout, March 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transnit horowith, for your Lordship's information, 
copies of further despatches which I have this day addressed to Her Majcst 
Ambassador ot Consntinople. 

have, 


&e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 521, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir 1, Bulwer, 


Sir, Beyrout, February 27, 1861. 

1 HAVE to apologize for having delayed to comply with the instructions 
contained in your Excellency's despatch of the 12th instant, but T have beon 
0 busily occupied during the last week by business conncetod’ with the judicial 

jogs of the Extraordinary Teibusal of Boyrout, that it was impossible 

tne to tense, by last Monday's mail, the information with which your 

Excellency desires to be furnished sting the amount of the indemnity’ it in 
posed shoul be levied on the Moslem population of Dasa, 

On the 10th of last November 3 communicated to the Com 
mmission a paper, with which he had been furnished by M. Ontrey at Damascus, 
in which the losses of the Christian population were calculated at 160,000,000 
Piastres (1,250,000. sterling). After due inquiry it. was decided. by. the 
‘Comumission that this was a very moderate estimation of theie claims, and Fuad 
Pasha himself was the first to accept it as a basis for the settlement of the 
indemnity. E 

The next question that arose was, as to the mode in which such a large 
sumn was to be provided. M. Outrey had that a: tax of 24,000,000 
piastres should be levied on Dantascus = that t yilages in the neighbourbood, 
Whose inhabitants largely participated in the plunder, should be tasked to the 








ors 


amount of 24,000,000 piastres, either in cash or in building moterial 
8,000,000. pisstres should be furnished by the people of the Hauran; 
31,000,000 pastes by the other inhabitants of the province; and that the 
Porte should supply the remainder by the sale of Government property and of 
confiscated estates, to the amount of 22,000,000 more; the payments 
to be mace in instalments, extending over & polis year and s-half. 

‘Two objections were made to this proposal, one emanating from Sf. Béclard 
and the Representatives of Russia and Prussia, and the other from myself 

‘Tho French Commissioner found fault with the: delay permitied for the 
collection of the money, which, he suggested, should be exacted in the course 
of a week, and I ventured to protest. against the injustice of involving the 
Innocent peasantry of the whole province in the same penal sentence with 
the citizens of Damaseus; but no one seemed to consitler thot the $35,000,000 

iatres, Ot Whick thot city hud been wwesied, was an extravagant sum, and 
‘und. Pasha: himself had even suigzested 60,000,000 piastres, us the proper 
proportion whieh its inbabitants might be enlled wpon to. pay. 

My representations on bebelf of the acompromied. rum! populations 
having been successful, and bia Excellency snaking no objection to the amount 
‘of 40,000,000 piastres for Dasiascus, that’ is to say, 16 per cent. on one 
Year's income of every tax-paying inhabitant, oF to 24,000,000 piastres for 
ithe villages, it was agreed that the remainder of M- Outrey's proposal should be 
dropped, and that it should be left to the discretion of the Porte to supply the 
86,500,000 piastres deficit, the Commission mercly reserving to. Itwlt the 
right of pronouncing on the far narrower question of the periods at which the 
instalments were to fall duc, 

M, Tilan’s proposal to cllect te wile sum within e wack wae simply 
ahwurd. It was probably bazarded on the ehunee of entrapping the Commission 
into resolution sufficiently impossible of execution, to oiford to the Fi 
‘anny an excuse for marching on Damascus, in order to enforce is 

‘Afler the moat careful inquiries I satisfied myself that 10,000,000 
piastres a month waslthe most rapid rate at which the sum in question could 

collected without injuring the city’s already half-paralyzed springs of 
industry, and five months from the begioning of the year, practically seven 
months from the date when the question first arvsc, was finally adopted by the 
more moderate of M, Béclard’s colleagues. Fuad Pasha contended for nine 
months; I did my best to support him, and a yery satisfactory compromise 
‘was on the point of being arrived at, when the Porte suddenly trunaferred the 
settlement of thin important question trom Syria to Constantinople. 

‘Thu consequence of this interference on the part of the Central Govern- 
ment has boon most pernicious, Ax I have already informed your Excellency 
there in a fixed conviotion in the minds of the Christian population of 
Province that the calamities Which lately overtook them were authorized by the 
Porte. ‘The ouly way for Fund Pasha to remove such an impression was by at 
‘once entering on the work of repatation. But whence were the necessary funds 
to be obtained ? It was evident Constantinople could not be expected to supply 
them, A retributive tax on Damasous seemed to be the most expeditious, Just, 
and natural expedient within hs each supplying, o it dio striking indiston 
oe ‘sincerely beneficent intention of the Government towards its Christian 
subjects, 

From any politic act of this kind he was unexpectedly debarred : whether 
his Government ncted at his own invitation oF not is, of course, another question. 
‘The consequence has been, that up to this moment, although he has been more 
than seven months in'tho country, nota single step has been taken to restore 
tho wretched Christians of Damascus to their homes. Their quarter stands as 
it was left on the morning after the masmeres. ‘Tho greater part of its inhabi- 
tants ore at Beyrout, aad the small proportion who have lingered behind, under 
the sinister shelter of the Moslem houses, into which they were originally thrust, 
are coming away us S008 us the roads are open, not unreasonably refusing to 
sojourn any longer in x town where they can have no homes of their own, w 
‘ho means remain of earning a livelihood, and. where the daily rations of the 
Government on which they have been dependent during the winter are kept 
thiety or forty days in arrear. 

"This renewal of the exodus, stimulated snd encouraged by desiening 
persons at Damascus, exaggerated und attributed to other causes by designing 


persons here, naturally enough reacts upon the minds of the panic-atrock 
‘Christian population of the country, and a state of unreasonable alarm is every 
where maintained sehich paralyzes every description of trade, and will probably 
greatly endanzer the silk crop in the Mountain. 

If only Fuad Pasha could have been put in a position to make a bond fide 
commencement of the work of reparation at Damascus, if it had become zencrally 
known that the question of the indemnities was settled in a manner. satisfactory 
to the European Commission, and thot the Porto in ts soliciade fr its Christina 
subjects was even to with a certain umount of vigour, their 
Makometan plates, the psivon of the Govenineat tthe present soment 
‘would have been less disadvantageous, and we who are endeavouring sincerely 
1o aid its efforts, would be enabled to counterrail more successfully tho efforts of 
thoso whose only object is to vilify all it docs. 

Your Excellency will now understand the sense in which I alladed to the 
‘way in which the Turkish Commissioner's action on the spot has been sometimes 
prejudicially hampered by is colleagues at head-quarters. 1 wns fir from 
desiring fo make any complaint against his Excellency. In a most dificult and 

painful position, he has done his bost to act in accordance with the interests of 
is Sovereign, aad itis probable that no one in theserviee of the Porte would have 
hhold up so atoutly against the ditficultios which besct him on every side and 1 
only regret that, in eadeavouring to submit to your Excellency my approciati 
of what I saw passin around soe, L should have exproysed myself, 0 han 


to have left op your mind a different impression than that which 1 inter 


influence at Damaseux who had distinguished himself by protecting tl 
daring the manners, take of the fanatic prt which seemed fo animate 
10 functionary last come from Constantinople, cause att unfortonate 
‘significance naturally attaches itself to such an ‘te z 
Tam painfully aware, however, that my inexperience and imperfect 
wwaintance with the way in which the administration at Constantinople it 
conducted readers me quite unfit Lo pronounee an opinion on such matters; and 
if from time to time I am bold enough to twxeard x conjecture in the seme of 
thow to which Your Excellency alludes, it i only bocwuse I ain aware that your 
Bxcclony wil At once correct whatever erroneous in ay impreions 
ave, Ke, 
(Signed) DUPFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 


P.S—I ought to Lave informed your Excellency long ere this that the 
Commission bid furnished Fuad Pusha with a joint lint, containing the names of 
those parsons who, in consideration of their good conduct during the disturb: 
ances, ought to be exempted frot the tax it was propowd should be levied on 


Dainascus. 
D. AND ©. 


Lnclosure 2 in No, 621. 
Lor Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


=. Beyrowt, March 4, 1861. 

L TRUST your Excellency will forgive me if 1 venture to teoublo you with 
«short explanation relative to one of i ia my. Beenie fee the 
‘carganization of Syna, to which I see, by a despatch addressed by sour Excellency 
5 Lord John. Russall, you attach a different meaning from that which | 
intended it should convey. - 
mete Ati ia quest * to extend the benefit of European inter- 
vention to all the Christians in Syria;” but. your Excullency has coneluded that 1 
Intended “to place all the Christian subjects of the Porte in Syrin under foreign 
protection.” 
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‘This is quite the reverse of what I should ever think of advocating. 
falked of extending the becesit of the intervention ‘of Europe to the Chataoy of 
Syria, it was with reference to the labours of the Commission itself who repre. 
poet eal and whom I thus invited to devise a plan for the 
be ~ py ¢ whole province, instead of merely confining their attention 

So fir from desiring to enforce th “ 
ig 1¢ system of “ Consular ion,” whict 

apres os Aa Be oon of the greatest cures af the sound Sapa 
recommended in curRepot. ee Cae vere, 
,_Ehave, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 521. 
Lard Dufferin to Bir H, Bulwer. 


cs, Beyrout, March 7, 1861, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for yout 's information, 
of two letters: ou from Bishop Tobia to Christine of Dene ee 
Tiiton previously to the oceurrences at that place; and the other trom a 
a piicn nt re of Deir-cl-Kamar, to Said Bek Jumblat, 
Merorandumn by Mr, Consul Rogers. pasa need 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND C1 


Inclosure 4 in No. 521. 


Bishop Tobia to the Chief People of Deir-el-Kamar. 


(Translation.) 

ss May 20, 1860. 

AFTER invoking on you the Divine bless ir 
rine ing, and inquit afte 
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the ray jhe ar y 
(May 18), and am much pleased to hear of your pence. I understand the 
{aut which you therein give fo me for your reluctance up to the present time 
in furnishing intelligence of occurrences in your nrighbourhood. "Your excise 
in Seas ace Sees en aiteced to. you 1 am plead with 
mn in overyt which concerns public 
Keres elon pee gan ean a cme as onl 
out 1 diaey containing the news of your district up to the prowent day, which 
exhibits the diteetion of the thought of the Chiefs of the Drase commusity for 
quietness, and retnoval of motives for intriguing disturbance which might lead t 
th outrun the King of the fre of war en 
When I examined these thoughts, and compared them with 

the Christian community (who are. ‘opposed to Sa nen par ate bf 
a wad Lok ‘ turn aay from all movements and all intriguing, both 
openly and covertly, as is well known to you), from this comparison Tam ebli 
father to turo aside, and accept ‘tater sits of the 
Chit o the Dru ommuniy which hve bess represented eee doses 
the destruction of the root of evil and the cessation of all ‘movement and intrigue 
oF to the comparison of these statements with what has licen seen by their acts, 
‘and ix still seen by their deeds, against the of the district of Jezzin, 
slaying and ruining thew by false testimony, ‘and stoppage of the roads from 
their homes in wll directions, s0 that they ithe people ode have become shut 
ve and deprived of business from all quarters, while they have bebeld an assem- 
lage of the Druses over aeninst them, ‘Therefore I shall be obliged to alter 
opinion, bat I fear being betrayed : and if that happen, sccing that the Chstiany 
are sleeping on the cushions of security, without doubt there will happen to then 
‘what happened in the yeurs 1841 and 1845, and we cannot rely oa our thoughts 
yor assure ourselves from betrayal until we see the road to Jezzin open, at least 
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before you, and until you are able to repair to Jezzin in all security. When you 
have accomplished this, then indeed we will consent to that which you saw and 
witnessed. We decide against everything whic i opposed to this, ecause the 
people of the district of Jezzin have clearly shown that they have given up all 
Hope of their lives, owing to the stoppage of all communications with them from 
every direction. y 

Direct your attention and give true intelligence of this attermpt;, and if you 
socceed in it, I shall be grateful for your acts of zeal, and I shall be able to 

‘catirely to your proposition for. the expusian and hatred of the Druses, 
{ho are) the causes of movements and intrigues. If you do not succeed in this 
Endeavour in a short time, we shall he obliged to follow the thought which is 
hateful: and, what is more, will have a bud end if you divert your attention and 
‘confide matters to chance. This, for the excellence of your intelligence, is 
Sufficient, and we look for a answer on this matter as soai as possible, for the 
tranquillity of our mind. 5 

Wo pray God to open the eyes of the foolish, that they may foresce the end 
of those shatters, and beware of dangers which lead to destruction and pendition. 
May the Divine blessing rest upon you, and may you be proverved, 

(Sigoature,) 


Taclosure 5 in No. 621 
Halid Akavei to Said Bek Jumbldt, 


(Teanudation.) 

ON. my arrival at this placo (Beyrout), I found tho Maronites here onusing 

tt exeitement, informing the poe all the districts of the Mountain, from. 

Fibbet B'sheni to Zahilé, that war bad broken out hetween tho Druses of Shif 

and the Christians of Aklim Jozain, and telling then to koep theroselvos in 
readiness to proceed upon the receipt of avother | T found that they hod 
‘sent ity men of Deir-cl-Kamar and of Aklin J vith Tnanie Shahin, the 
‘Aga ood Emir Nasif of Jezzin, to Hadeth ; that thence, on their numbers bein 
coraplted, they should go by the way of Sidon to Jevsn, and shat they shoul 
Lill nny Drosee or Metualis they might meet on the vod, On hearing this 1 
‘went immediately to Mr, Nicola who gave notice of it to tha Govern- 
nent. The Government sent and gave notice to the Maronites of Beyrout, 
felling them, that if they did not rend and disperse thele people, soldiers would 
be scnt agaitt them, who would seize thetn and take them to the galley for lif. 
So the Maronites sent and informed the assemblage of this mossage. 

‘On the following day this answer was reccived in Beyrout — 

*We have made all oar preparations, and it is ou Intention to send 500 
people to the assistance of those ut Jeazin, &e., and have given notice in all the 
distriets for the people to prepare themselves,” 

“This letter came to Bishop ‘Tobia. 

‘They answered that they should send word to Jibbet B'sheni, to. Jobell, to 
Batrin, to Youssef Keram, and to TunnOs Shahin, to prepare themsclves to 
‘come to the Meten, and asking them for ammunition to bo xent to Juneh, | The 
people of Beyrout then took the letter, sent copies of it to all pacts, and excited 
the people to rive in numbers nd repair to the Meten. 

‘On bearing this, Assnad Shawsh went to Bishop ‘Tobia and asked what was 
the object of the proceedings, showing the rain which would accrue. ‘The Bishop 
answered him, “If you, peopleot Deitel-Kamar, do not obey, nnd refuse to go 
‘to war, then I will cause the Druses and Chrixtians together to atinck you." 

‘On receiving this anewer be left the Bishop, who afterwards ent I'shora 
Faroon to Tannis Shahin to excite him to make fmste and comic, and also. went 
Shantiri to the Meten and to the Mokatad, to collect peuple of the Mokiitia in 
the Meten. We understand that they ‘went, ‘The heads of this. movement 
amongst the Maronites aro Khalil Efendi Nakash, Noun Kikano, and Assoad 
‘Tabet and the Maronite eammunity have declared thensselves willing 10 pay 
expenses to the amount of 1,000 purses (about 4,170 sterling), und it is 

Bishop Tobia's wish to head the troops in person. 3 

‘Assand Shawish and myself (your servant), when we saw this, we forotold 
the ruin of the country, i 
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We went together to the notables of our community, and informed them ? 
‘we found that they knew nothing about it. ‘They told us to go to the British 
Consul-General, 0 we went and told him all, and he answered that he would 
inform the Government, and also said that if the Christians persisted, the 
Government would attack them with soldicrs, and, moreover, he promised to 
take measares. The Greck Catholic community wrote letters to their co- 
religinists at Zable, warning them not to do anything, but to remaio at home, 
‘and to publish that this movement was from the Maronites alone, and itis certain, 
that after the receipt of such a letter they (the Greek Catholics) will take no 


‘When I left Beyrout, I sent a messenger to Khalil Efendi Shawish, and 
asked for an interview at Kefr Shima ; he cume, and I told him all, and I 
‘him to inform the Kaimakam, and afterwards to inform the Mushir, Imme- 
diately after the interview be went to Shwveifat to tell his Excell 

‘There was a talk with Emir Mejid that he should become the leader ; he 
Jomigd to do so after the commencement of hottie, nl they promised hin 

at they would excite tl le to rise. On the road, I met a messenger 
Beyrout going to Absi, aa = 

‘This is what I ave learnt, and I here communicate it to you. T bes you 
to inform the Government thit the information from the Consuls, from the 
Kaimakam, and from yourself, be all in accordance, 

Tn Beyrout the Grecks and the Greek Cutholics refused to join the 
“Maronitos in this work ; the latter invited them to amocting, but they would not 
0, yet the Maronites say that the Grecks and Greek Catholics are wishing for 
‘war, and that they themselves wish to avoid it. 

Yours, &. 


(Signed) HALIB AKAWI. 


Memorandum on Halib Akawi’s Letter to Said Bek Jumbldt. 


‘THE writer of ui Mae ix a Christian of Deitvels-Kamar, whose house and 
ruueb of whose ry wore destroyed by the assailants during the siego, His 
evidence at the trial of Said Bok, and the information he has imparted at private 
conforonces, is framed in terpernte language and bears the statnp of truthfulnoes. 
‘Tho Emir Majid, who js alluded to, is of the Shela furnily, and is the same 
who, yome time ago, divorced his Turkish wife and ewbraced Christianity, on 
the promise of tho. Hiishop Tobia that he should be proposed as Kaimakam of 
Mount Labanoa, and who ts now been proposed Dy'the Christiane for: tht 


‘This latter beors no date, but appears to have been written a few days 
befare the outbreak, probably a day or two after the accompanying letter from 
Rishop Tobia, It is even that the inclosed letter from Dishop Tobia 
is the one alluded to, and that the important matter was detailed ia an utaigned 
note jnclosed init, ns is the custom in this country. 


(Gigned) £, T. ROGERS. 
Begrout, March 1, 1861. weit 


Inclosure 6 in No. 521. 
Lard Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, Mareh 10, 1861. 
WITH reference to the 22nd Protocol inclosed in my despatch of the 
Fh instant, 1 ve the onour, to: nat eri for your Excelency’s 
information, copy of a letter addressed by ‘Tanios Shaheen to the inhabit 
ofthe district of Joba, inthe Kesrounn. sia 


Inclosure 7 in No. 521. 
Tanios Shaheen to the Wakeels and Inhabitants of Jebail. 


(Translation.) 
(After compliments.) April 8, 1860, 

1 HAVE received your letter and understood all that _you say with regard 
to the arrival of Emir Yousef and the Bimbashi, bearing a bouyouronldi for the 
administration of Jebail. Do not accept it, for L have a bouyourouldi from the 
seven Sovereigns for the emaocipation of all the Christians, who are 0 longer 
to bo in boaige to any one; if you desire to be emancipated from your slavery 
‘no. one can, prevent you, neither the Mushir nor the Kaimakam. 1 inclose an 
ader to the Emir Youset to return to his pla: deiver ito him without delay, 
and do not fear anything. If you require a body of men let me know, wn 1 will 
sud one immediately, “Should the Emir venture to do anything let'me know, 
and [will come myself with all my mon. Fear nothing, for this is a matter 
wthioh no Tonger concerns you, it concerns mo, Any village of Jobail that 
Wishes to unite with you let it name Vakeels over it in tho village, who will 
ator their names with the Vakeel, tort the assembly should break up entirely ; 
hho that wishes to do so let him come on the part of the village, or let him 
inscribe hix name in the mister, which will be snficient, I have charged the 
bearer with certain verbal communications, which be will deliver to you. 

‘Your Brother, 
TANIOS SHAHKEN. 


P. tranemit herewith w letter to Emir Yousef; deliver it to him 
at once ani immediately, for it is most important that it should bo delivered ; 
and let me know what his answer will be; for I have plainly told him tht if 
he hesitates he will have my men upon him from every direction. 1 also inclove 
4 lettce to Yeubok Lahood:; deliver it to him and intimate to him verbally that 
hae is to desist trom his design j do not fear anything and this is sufficient for 


— . Gealedy TANIOS SHAHEEN. 


No, 32%, 
Lord Dufferin to Lord J, Russell. (Received Morch 26.) 

(No, 79) 
My Lord, Beyrowt, March 10, 1861, 

PERHAPS I may bo pormitted to correct a misapprehension relative to the 
Tate outbreak ut Damivous, which I see has found its wny inte the newapapers 

Iti atater, and T believe generally credited, that it was a horde of Druses 
who broke into thet city and mcked the Christian quarter, This, however, is 
not what took place, ‘The slaughter, rapine, and burning at Damascus were the 
work of its Moslem A certain number of Druses resided in the 
town, and a few may have come in from the neighbourhood, and some of them, 
no doubt, participated in the ax did also a large number of the 
inhabitants of the Koordist ‘vicinity; but the authors of what 
occurred, and the chief actors, wee the eigen themselves 

Thao, &e. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


No. 523. 
Lard Dufferin to Lard J, Russell —(Received March 20.) 
(No. 80.) 
My Lond, Beyrout, March 10, 1861. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Loniship copies of my despatches 
to Sit Henry Balwer relative (0 the jadenents which. hove Deen. pasted by the 
Extrordinary Tribunal of Beyrout, and by the Court-martial of Mokhtara, on 
the Turkish and Dease prisoners. 


Tt isnot my intention to trouble your Loni ‘with any further observa- 


With these proceedings 


tions on the painful and anxious question con 
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but I cannot allow the mail to be closed without particalarly calling your 


Ittention to the inconsistent reasonings of a portion of the communication 
(Annex 8 to the twenty-third Protocol) addressed by his Excellency Fasd Pasha 
to the Commissioners of France, Great Britain, Prussia, and Russia, in reply to 
the note they had the honour of transmitting him. 

‘The Ottoman Plenipotentiary justities the sentence of death passed indie 

jinately on all the Druse Chiets by 1 reference to a Law of the Empire 
‘which decrees capital punishment against those “who organize x conspiracy to 
promote a rising of one section of a population against another.” But a litle 
Farther on he states," Le Kesrouan était devenu depuis longtemps le foyer de 
‘atte opposition, et dune grande agitation.” And again, “Ce sont les Maronites 

ui so sont soulevés en masse contre les Druscs. Lo signal de la guerre est 
Tanne par les premiers: une bande newée de Chrétiens était venue la premiére 
passer de It Kaimakamie Chrétienne dans celle des Droses, Ce fut le début de 
ceatto guerre civile qui a fini par tant de ealamités.” 

Ti these latter statements are truc—and all the information I have been able 
to obtain tends to confirm them—how enn those who wore uttacked be punished 
1s * conspirators who plotted a rings?" 

‘This timo, at all events, it was the lamb who dirtied the stream, wad if the 
wolf standing lower down took it amiss, it must thank ite own folly for the 
consequences. As far ns T have been uble to unravel the abominable mystery of 
the late disturbances in tho Mountain, the case stands pretty much thes >— 

For some time, pst, the Chritian population, already agitated by the 
‘success of the anti-foudal movement, and stimulated to farther efforts by tho 
intrigues of theie priesthood, hnd been long meditating an onslaught on the 
Druses, which was eventually to end in the overthrow of Turkish authority in 
Lebanon, ‘The ‘Turks perceiving what was intended, and afraid, probably, of 
‘using force towards the. Christians, determined to chastive them through the 
instrumentality of the Droses. 

‘Whether they foresaw the Tength to which matters would be carried it is 
impomible to say, butt is certain they evinced in the purmuit of thelr object 
bata inference to the fos of human lio which might ensue. Now thnt the 
ile as nasumed it present true napect, vey utterly deny all eomplicity, nnd 
represent theuelves as the vietims of Christisn insolence and Druse disobe- 
dience ; but whatever may be the teuth of the former of these statements, 
every one acquainted with the country miust smile at the transparcat inaccarney 
of the latter, Had the Turkish Pasha really dexired the Druses to keep sui 
tot a min would have stirred : and although all evidence on the aubject has been 
burked, there are animistakeable indications of the kind of understanding which 
‘existed betwoon the authorities and the C) Said Bok seem to be the only 
‘one of the Druso tagnates who faresaw the trap into which they might fall, and 
Aithaygh be could not epealy withtand the continued we of bis own 

people's enthosiasm. nd the tacit encouragement of the Government, he 

tly did his best to keep out of the scrape. Are, then, the Tw 
allowed to make seapezonts of tho Druss In onler to be logical, Fund 
haa sentenced the eleven Chiefs to death. By stizmatizing them as rebels he 
hopes to wake us forget they were accomplices, If his victims were really the 
men who perpetrated. the horrors that astoonded Europe last summer, the title 
under which they suffered would be a matter of more indifference. But. the 
scandalous character of the present proceeding consists in the fact that it is the 
innocett portion of the community that are sacrificed. 

‘Against much ann ow is natural to suppose all Europe would protest; 
but unfortunately, among the prisoners who surrendered themselves, axe one oF 
two expecially obtoxious to the Maronite nation. In condemning these persons 
hie Excellency could count on the support af x majority of the Commissioners, 
tind although I do Bot imagine he is really anxious that the unjust decision of hin 
“Tribunal should be carried into execution, he not unreasonably looks forwant to 
the eventuaites whic may aie in fvour ofthe Turin prisoners, by tng 
the subject ite present shape before reference to Constantinople. 

Tr conciion, it inwopecessry for me to ssvure your Lordship that 
during the ‘whole of this anxious time T have done my best to act with 
Honesty and impartiality. Convinced that it was not your Lordship's wish T 
‘should constitute myselt the partizan of any particular community, or still less 
Decomie the apologist of murderers and assassins, T determined that no local 


Jealousies should sway my judgment. “Having done what was possi 

See tagcat shuns oul ees Seg done otal ot ruil to ar 
proceedings, I waited paticntly till the investigation was concluded before 
Pronouncing an opinion. As long as the ease was pending I would not even 
speak to his Excellency upon the subject ; and I have never endeavoured, by my 
Personal influcnee, to modify his inteations, Had the prisoners been proved 
gly, though T might have appealed to bis clemency on behalf of a certain 
umber of thoes cpmdemned 1 should ot have dlsputed the justice of the 
of the Court, itis because I considered it so aaa tis 

_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) “DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
— 


Inclosure I in No, 523. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sir, 

. Z Beyrout, March 7, 1801. 
tie Aa HAVE non the Honour farmding to your Exclecy he Protoece of 

‘on Minission ont) i 
od nota Tribunal of Beyroat he proceedings and judgments of 
Your Excellency will perceive that in consequence of the great dive 

of opinion which manifested itself between the rnajority of the Sareea 
Representatives and himself regarding the degree of culpability attaching to the 
‘Turkish officials, as well ax on account of the want of unanimity among ou xelve 
pees vital points affecting the Druse Cl Plenipotentiary hn 
- pared to maintain ad interim the verdicts recorded by his Court, und to voter 
the further considertion of the subject to Constantinople, 

Such a course seems to have heen the only one Jelt open to his Excellency, 
and I cannot bat congratulate myself that 10 favourable an. opportunity abould 
be afforded for revising the decisions of the Beyrout Tribunal, fouled, we T 
believe many of them to be, on a false interpretation af the law, and ou insufficient 
evidence. Iso a very fortunate circumstance that tho ultininte appreciation 
of # question on which the lives of so many human beings are dependiag, should 
bbe transferred trom a locality x0 rife with passion and prejudice a Beyrent to the 
more tranquil atmosphere of w distant capital; and above all thing itis 

nal satistiction to myself to. thik that "your Hcelicner'” eficeat 
interposition will probably lead to the reversal of many of theeabsul nh 
nigulions decrees of the incompetent Court of justice which Fuad Pasha, on bis 
rival in Syria, was obliged to extemporiae out of the first materials that caine 

As I have already written at great length on the va i 
with the Beyrout teids, and as the Protocole I now tomnch nat weet 
elucidate the subject, I need not trouble your Excellency with many additionsl 
olwervations, more especially as 1 have minutely dosotibed in my previous 
despatches the individaal opinions of each of my colleagues. Nevertheless, it 
it may be wel, before altogether concluding the exposition of the cose: to notice 
the various considerations which have induced me to adhore now ta.one, now to 
soother of the sections into which each sueceuive phase of the dobate divided 

Ax however, no two of us thought « o 

‘combinations into which we were teased ay first) a 
various and complex as the changes in a kaleidoscope, and it becomes difica 
todo more than distinguish the bronder features of the dispute. For exnnople, 
in conjunction with my collexcues of France, Prussia, und Russia, felt. compelled 
iS Sen ea an aggre ration of the sentences passed on the two Turkish Poshas and 
‘olonel Nourl Her; but at this point M. Novikow and. myself sepansted. from 
the French and Prowian Cosmsioner, and united with the Ausrian Repre- 
sentative in declining to press for any extreme punishment being inflicted. o 
the subordinate Turkish officials. Awain, M. Weekbecker, M. Novikow, and 


as 
lt 


opposed the indiscriminate, amd in our opinion unjust, severity with Which Fi 
Pasha, M. Bée lard, and M. de Rebfues exied. to visit the Dre c oe 
Prison at Beyrout, inasmuch as most of then: had merely taken prt ia 
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tnd were far las deserving of punishment tan the ringleader of the massacres 
‘who had been condemned at Mokhtara. The ease of Said Bey, however, again 
Separated M. Novikow from the Austrian Commissioner and myéelf, for whereas 
se thought he ong toe nsuted with the other fire Drs prisoner, ‘against 
Trane wathing bad been proved, the oman Reprenctative thongh admit 
that ‘ho eviderice had been produced on his trial sufficient to secure legal 
eonvietion, considered that he ought to be put to death. 

‘Your Excellency will thus perceive that independently of the difference of 

pinion existing betiveen myself, it common with the majority of the Commis 
sion, and Fuad Pasha, supported by M. Weekbecker, oa the culpability of the 

‘also. wt iswne with is Excellency and two of my 
colleagues on the principles which ought to guide us in estimating the guilt or 
innocence of the Deus Chiefs. As almost all the Commissioners share my 
‘opinion on the first point, it is unm T should trouble your Excellency by 
enforcing it T will, therefore, metely confine myself to that which has regard to 
the Druse prisoners. 

The Turkish Commissioner contends that because the Druse nation flow 
to ors, they come within the meaning of that section of the Turkish law 
which conden to death oll those whe excite one portion of the Sultan's 
subjects to make war on another. Boting it is universally advaitted: that it wax 
the Christians who commenced the attack, it is absurd to apply the canon 
in.queation to the present case. ‘The relations of the Lebanon tribes to each 
ther ate so exceptional, their right to: defend themselves when attacked has 
been 90 often recognised, the Turkish authority has always been so incompetent 
to maintain order, aud ite attitude on this oceasion was, to aay the least, 90 very 
ambiguous that the Druses hve clon the right to reuire that a dation 
should be maintained between the ondina encounters which in this 
outer gated bs the are of wat the massacres which succeeded. 

fow, among the cuptive Druse Chiels at Beyrout there are certainly five 
who are not even to have bad anything: to with the butcheries in 
which the contest tertainated, and another, Said Bey Jumblatt, who. seems from 
the first to have desired pence, to have remained at howe. and to have suved 
hundreds of Christians. Are these: men to be treated as murderers? Aro they 
‘even deserving of paniahment ? Yes, says M. Bdclatd, they are the Chiefs of the 
nation, The nation bas been guilty of great crimes ; punish the Chiefs, and you 
penis the most iy. Then why put the on their trial 2 To what end this 
Jong delay of five months, the innumerable witnemes, and the uous 
intervention of a Court of Justice 2 Why not havo taken their hends off directly 
they sunendered themerives into the hands of Fuad Pasbat Again, is no 
distinction to be drawn between those who are known to have been the moxt 
‘moderate. of the Druse leaders, who voluntarily challenged an. investigation of 
their conduct, and the bloodstaibed barbarians whose avowed atrocitiow induced 
thetn to fly te the Hauran Are tho least compromised to wutfer tecause the 
most guilty have Such jurisprudence would render the Commission 
odious in the eyes of . 

Tht thers naothee momentous principle on which tam at issue with ny 
colleagues, and more especially with M. Novikow. 

In dealing with the case-of Said Bey Jumblatt, this latter gentleman admits 
in the moxt explicit term that the proceedings before the Court have not been 
sufficient to. prove his complicity, cither in the massacres or in the war. But 
public opinion, private inforwation he bas himself received, ay, the * fatal 
Exigencies of the prisoner's position,” are presutuptive evidences of his guilt ; 
therefore lot hisn perish t Rint is this jastico? 

Tere ix a man szraigned on a charge of high treason ; for. months his trial 
us been going 01; the Crown has strained every nerve to procure his condem- 
‘nation; all the ordinary indulgences «lue to his situation. have been denied him: 
yet in the opinion of all the Commissioners except M. Béclard, and even he yoetned 
Thaken by the last perusal of the proces-cerbal, the evideuce against him has 
Completely broken down, notwithstanding that none of the witnesses for the 
prosecution have been elallenged, ond that M. Novikow declared it a sacrilege to 
ispute nny Christian testimony given in on ooth ! 

If then, In spite of such ready eredence awaiting every accusation produced 
in Court against Seid Bey, nothing has come to light to prove his guilt, how 
‘unfair is it to supplement the case against him by accepting ss gospel truth all 


the vngue allogations in which an exasperated and unscrupulous population may 


Serie no credit fidence until subjected to the 
i How much more necessary 1 
werbially untruthful as that 


spulour person, 1 
but as his 
conclusions have 
the eases on which he had to pronounce, 
ence of opinion which has arisen between o ah Uh 
‘The explanation is to be found in. the vicious anethod of investigation be bes 
adopted. His premises once admitted, 110 atber issue. was open to him. Me 


ly enjoys the confidence of all tho Grook Cl Tt is this commu 
aor indeed most severly at ATasboyas and Sa Bey is no doubt con- 


ideved by them ax a personal enemy. 
ber oe cnded then by such influences as these, soy jul 


“onstantly surrounded 
oY roped | and Lcousider i¢ remarkable proof of tho impartial spirit 


Condacted the investigation, that he should have anade 40 
ing the legal validity of the verdict, as founded on 


believe, with that of 


the Russian Cott 

‘The caso then, 
dimple manner !— oo: 
weer in partiGpation in the defensive war forced upon thom by the Christians 
ia to be considered an act of high treasor punishable with death, the nentences 


put themselves within the reach of the Turkish 
the sentonces of the 


roof, I tho tales current among an 
— spective of ll internal videneo to the con- 
trary, and inspite 
sacrilege to dispute 
= od w tinction ix to be drawn between mountain wartiire and savage 
rnasmnere ; if each prisoner's case jn to be deeded on its own individual mority 
Mast the verdict is to depend ox. the evidenoo adduced before the Court by 
aa che ease i examined, —of the eloven Deuse prisoners tried by the Extror- 
Unuy Tabumnl of Beyroot, wx, including Suid Bey, rowst he aaquitted The 
‘seatences of tires more ought to be ‘commuted, and two may be allowed to suffer 
the Just pouty of their erimes, 

we, 


Ko, 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE. 


P.S.—In order to make the matter ns clear xx possible, 1 transit aT 
the prisoners’ names, the sentences passed by the Court, togettior with the op 
of the several Comminsioncrs on each sentence, 


Inclosure 2.in No, 523, 


Protocol of the Treenty-second. Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
ately Pebruary 27, WSO, 


LE Mereredi, vingt-sopt Févrior, mil huit cent sofxanto-un, tous les Comnis- 
sires lant réunis 4 Beyrout sous la: présidenco de Fuad Pooh, In-séance cat 
‘Suverte 42 boures et demic. 4 

‘Le procts-verbal de la derniére sdance en date du 29 Jonvior, est Iu et 


‘Son Excellence Fund Pach fait part A la Commision de diverses informa 
tions quil a recueilies, touchant les questions qui lui out €16 posées au sujet de 
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Builbek et Tripoli. I résulte dune premitre pide, signée par les sept membres 


du Meditis de Tripoli, que trente-trois Damasquins seulement résident dans cette 
vile,” tine lettre ndremee VEvéque Gree de Tripoli au Gouverneur, atteste 
que Je Mudir da district du Caiti ne retient dans son harem aucune fenee 
Gbnstienne de Damas, comme on Yen avait accusé, En troisiéme liew, par une 
Aéclarntion en rigle, les Représentants des Patriarches Gree, Catholique, et 
Maronite, et des Eveques, ainsi que de plosicurs religieux et lalques. not 
Banlbek, déclarent que le Gouverneur de cette Jocalité, Emin Bey, bien loin 
'y coumotire des exactions, y procure aux Chretiens toute la sécurité decitable, 
wemplote avee zie tant i leur faire restituer Jes objets qui leur avaient ta 
fulevés, quit leur fournir les secours nécesaaires pour la colture de leurs teres, 
lo tout conformément ux intentions do son Excellence 

Sou Excoltence le Commissaire Ottoman ia 
envoi qui loi a été fait des insteuctions qu'il a 
‘sur In questiowr de Vindemnité due aux Chrétie 
cette question, dit Fuad Pacha, ext impérieusement 
stances coperglant il est une autre affire dont Ia ungente 
eneare, c'est celle de ts néprenion et du chitiment d iafliger aux fodividus qui 
font participé aux motsaeres de la Montagne, ou aux fonctionnalres et Chit 
Druves qui, par position, en ont &té considérés comme respoosablen. . Son Enel 
lonce o regu i eo xujet do MM. Jes Commissaires do France, do Grande Brvagne, 
do Prasse, ot tune note collective, contenant’ Vexpression de leur 
pinion sur Jew veutences, proposes par lo ‘Tibonal Ext 
(Annexe 1), ot do M. le Commissaire 
eoncernant Jo me 
Pacha a rédigé on 


Pervonnage 
vices A "Empire ; mais 
met pas de condamner i ta peine capitale 
reur desquela des cieconstances attéouantes peuvent. dire 
Visitimement invoquées 
M. le Comminaire Francais remarque & ce sujet que, dans le mémoire dont 
il vient dtre douné lecture, on présente, comme circonstanee utténuante, co fait 
que Kourehid Pacha se vernit plant antéricurement nupris de son Gouvernement 
le n'avoir point A xx disposition dos forces suflisantes pour maintenie 
Gi, ame, Xt plus ane reprise il murat offert sa dmission, Si 
‘Tecate, ndrees por Veu-Gourerars ae reenie 
‘on eat amend dk en conchure quo sa rexponsabilite, 
couvert, est au moins par la Sublime P 
dont la gravité ne doit certainement 


as pourquod elle 
seni inv 3 eur, Le Gonvernear 
ne tisxion, et ce} lant ilo uni de mort, 
comme responsable des éxtnements qui saint necompiie A Dafa, nee 
qu'll était encore en fonctions. Sous oe ‘apport, la situation de Kourchid Pacha: 
et celle d‘Abmed Pacha préentent une analogic parfaite, e¢ M. le Commissaire 
do France verrait une sorte Winjustice & ce que le sort de tun ne fut pe 
par Toutre, “Il fait en outre Temarquer que, dans con mtinsicr Rea wag? 


accuse les Chctions e'avoir été les ngresseurs parton, ot mim aie divers pointe 
do la, Montagne, ob leare plus dangeroux, fdvenuives nen tes weaver Famais 
soupeonnés jusqu'h prisent de M'avoir été, It est vrai qu'une troupe de Chictions 
du Kesrowan le fleuve lu Chien, sous ta conduite de Tunnious Chain, le 
29 Mai, et qu'une partie d’entrewx est allée attayuer le village de Meit-Meri et 





Baabda,* Mais Je Commisaire du Sultan ne doit point ignorer que, le 13 M 
Jes Druses de Ouaddi-Etten so sont rasscmblés pour andter les Chrétions sur es 
routes ; 

Qve, le-15, les Drases de Chout ont levé J'étendard do guerre et se sont 
portés vers Djecin, sane que les Chiétions sortissent mime do chez cux pour 
veuie & leur reaconte ; 

Que, le 19, deux Cheiks Druses de Ia famille de Beitel-Kid, aecompagnis 
de dix des Years, ont attaqué les. villages do Magara ot de Meyjah, désarme les 
Chrétiens et pillé des maisons 3 

Que, le mime jour, Jes Druses du Menace ot de Baktin, aves armos et 
drapeaus, s¢ sont portés sur Deir-el-Kamar, et que, los Chrétiens n'éiant pas 
méme venus A leur rencontre, fls ont mbroussé chewin, non sans se livrer ng 

lage, notamment & Mazare eth Menouf, oii ls tuerent un Chrétien, désarméront 
Yon autres, druilent un mouls 

Quo, le 27 Mai, Jes Deuses du istrict de Cheubar, apis s'8tre riunis et 
avoir pris les armes, se rendirent & Ebay, of ily tudrent Fllas Guatour, et que 
ceux do Aruamoun-elhGarb se sont portén au Mazaro d’Ein-<druafil, oi ils pilleront 
et ineanditent le clin : Gs 6s cet 

» le 29 enfin, jour od pour Ia premidre fois lox Chrétiens, aprix tant de 
Eeyore dpeaciet amet vie, Malheaval-Atadl qvee les yon dy dsurce 
Fl Arkoub et de Chout, se pricipitérent sur le village d’iiveelsMasjor vt a 

Beiddiol Bobs ob il nssacrbentploseurs em bruliront len adcaltes 
xt Incendirent quelques muitos. It résulte de cos faite ot dle ces daten dant 
Voxactitude pout dire prouvée, que les Drusos ont pris les ormes bien avant les 
Chritiens; que ces derniors memes out trop longtemps tardé A le fire pour leur 
salu,’ et que Vautorité, en ne réprimant point Jee promlers mouvoments dea 
Druses, en les encourageant par kon inaction, demeure entigrement responsable 
des fitales conséquences de linsurrection, 

M. le Cormmisairo de Franco n'admet pas non plus que les cosulitions 
administratives particulitres auxquellos a Montagne ga trouvait sous, puisent 
dire considérses comme une cireonstance ntténuphite en favour dle Kourchid 
Pacha. Sane adiniviatrwr directement la Moptagne, il Sait tenu dle mointonir 
Vordre, ot cette obligation découlait pour Iui-de ce soul fit, quil avait dos 
Uroupes A Boiteddin et & Deir-el-Kaioar. 

Fuad Paoha aépond qu'il n'a pas eu Vintention de Ja question. 
Lidtat critique des chore en Roumélie a pu mettre 4x Porte duns In nécersité do 
dégarnir In Turquio d'Asie, ot dane Mmpossibilité de détérer & In demande. dos 
Gouverneurs qui, & Damas et a Sayda, néolamaient dea renforts de troupes, sane 
aqui soit poor cola possible do faire remonter jusqu’’ elle Tuccusation qui pee 
fur tow agents de Hsntorité Ottomane en Syrie, -Kourchid Pacha, bien ‘que 
Tiduit & des forces insuifisontes, aurait-p4 faire tin woillour emploi de celles dnt 
‘I dinposait. Aveo plus d Goergio et d’habilité, il et. réussi tion pas sann doute 
Préwenie les érdnoments, ni le» réprimer, son i aurait au moins mis a reap 
rabilité & convert ilne I's pas fait, Voith comment il mérite. pour Texeraple, 
d'etre adviroment puis Hl avait offert «4 d6iialon, Cela ne te dispeasnt p 
4 coup stir dagir, mvals eels prouve da moins Nembucras ot il’ vo. trouenit, 
Alunisl Pacha avait offert sa slémission, snuix sa situation, par rapport. mux 
événements de Danas, éait toute difftentc. “Ine prt aucune mesure pout les 
anvter, tandis que Kourchid Pacha Gt quelques efforts, ct donna des urtites qui 
‘he furent point exécutés, ou le farent-teés tal, Abmed Pacha nen avalt donne 
aucun. et expendant les dévordies avsient tou daus In ville aydene qu'il babitait, 
sous ses yous pour ainsi dite, tandis que coux de ta. Montague se jduisaicnt 
‘en beaucoup dendroits a Ia fois et hora de la présence de Konrhid Esch 

Aprés une étude approfandie des pidces do co procds, tant en ¢ qui concyrue 
es fooationnaires a. offers, Ottomans, qu'en ce qui eoncerne les Cheiks Deuses, 
AM. fe Commisssiro Russe ost obligé, 4 son grand rogret, do. déclarae quelles ne 
iui parsimeot pas de neture a établir d'une manigre bien positives mi certitude 
jurlicinie do Ja colpabilté des sccusés, oi In valeur intrinsbque doa cireonstonces 
fattéounates qui got é prises oo considération par lo Tribunal de Beyrout,. I 

* Pour hunired Carotons marched frum the Keron ioe she ised Datres ‘This wus the 
ses ly inca nk cout a eh Me Br hr wr 
comparatively imsigeiScautvallions, and evald bo matched by nalogwun aiachs by bul porns of 

otaas ups Drown. Very ear in May bani of Crainys bad eva tn munier ruse 
ey te oe of dn Tear Cd he he hi be he cuviehony and to 
nll erewen Ki 
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s'est done trouvé dans I nécessité de rechercher des éléments de conviction en 
Aehiors des pidces qui lai ont €é communiquées. N’ayant A doauer son. avis 
dans cette alfuire ni come Juge, ni comme juré, mais comme Agent Politique, 
il doit se borner, aux termes de ses instructions, & déterminer Ia part de respon- 
sabilité qui revient & chacun des coupables ct provoquer leur punition. Si 
comme individus, placés dans telle ou telle position, ayant a lutter contre telle 
ou telle diffculté, les principaux aceusés ont pa invoquer, et Kourchid Pacha 
tout le premier, des circonstances qui paraissent atténuer leur culpabilité person~ 
nelle, iten est autrement de la responsabilité qui pese sur eux comme delgués 
du pouvoir, chargé de veiller efficacement au maintien de Vordre. De deux 
choses ane: ou ils sont inaocents, et dans ce eas ils doivent étre nequittés, ce 
que le Tribunal luisméme 7 00, bien Ile sont coupables, et dans ce 
is four faute les rend. pusibles Wane peine duutant plas Peourese que les 
consequences cn ont 66 plan funcster. Or, ily a eo dans In Montague une 
immense effusion de xang qui surait pu et di étre prévenue par lox Représentants 
de Nautorité, 

Le Gouverncur-Général do Sayda a encour Ia plus grave responsabilité, 
comme Chef supérieur do tn province. Le Générul de Division Tabir Pacha 
partage cette responsubilith, comme Chef militaire. De plus, ayant été chargé 
Bar, Rooetia Puch de a Minion Spat diassurer ta tranquillité A Deir-el- 

Kamar, it a repli cette mission de manitre A ce que les résultats en ont été 
diaruétralerment opposés au but quil wagissait d'atteindre, Nouri Bey, par une 
négligence fatale dans Fexécution des ordres, contenus dans le bouyoarovldi qui 
Iu tragait aa ligne do conduite, s'est rendu coupable d'un grave délit, Ta ehdte 
do Zabilé, qui a eotraing dantees malhevrs, en a dd lo résultat. 

Quint A Vast Efendi ot Ak Abmed Kfendi, la voix publique tes acouse 
avoir exered fa pss funeate induence sur lex déterminations de Kourehid Pacha, 
‘Toutefole los niponsen qu'ils ont données au Tribunal sont tellement évasives et 
ours dénégations xi complies, que, tout en opinant pour une agzravation de 
Tout pein, le Commisaire Ruts ne ert pas pouvoir prowoyuer & leur Gent b 
peing capitale, d'autant plus que, comme donne, ur eat, josqu'h wn 
Certain point, possible de se retrancher derriére la responsabilité de leury Chefs 
‘Aw dire-de 46n Exeelleace le Coomissaire Ottoman, les premiers notes d'agression, 
tuéme & Rachoyn et Hasbeya, seraient venus des Chrétions® | Mais ev n'est 
quinprés buit joure de ealme ‘porfait, et sprix que les Chritiens: avaient, été 
‘Jesarmes par la garnison Ottomene 'd Hasbeya que Varrivée @'Aly Amadé ya 

cnié le skguat du rnasacre. Un fait analogue west passé \ Deir-el-Kamar, ob 

ie population inofensve u 6 surprise et masacrée, apets quelques jours dan 
‘calm relatif. Poa importerait au fond quo les Chrétiens aient été los agroyseurs 
Sv" quelques points, ot sila Mont été, ce qui ext bicn loin d'etre prouyé, si méme 
‘on peut lon accrner We wétee rendus couples do quelques provocations morales, 
catte citconstance we disoulperait paw los fonctionnaires Ottomans de n'avoir 
tentd aucun fort your rjtne Vionureetion mati des Drax, ot le chiti- 
rent gulls ont encouru doit étro dionné i Fétendue dew ddwastres qui ont 
résulté de lenr inuetion, pour ne pax dire de lene connivence. 

Fa ce qui coneeroe Kourchid Pacha, ‘Tahir Pacha, et Nouri Bey, son 
Excellence le Commissalre du Sultan croit devoir répondre que des ovdres 
‘avaicot été adressés par le premier & Tahir Pacha, qui les avait trausmis 4 Nouri 
Rey ot i Abdul Sclam, chargés Pun de se rendre Zahid ot Tautee dempéeher 
Jee troubles & Deit-cl-Karnar. Ces ordres ne furent point exseutés ponctuelie~ 
ment & Deitel-Kamar; ee quiamena la condamnation d’Abdul Selars. comme des 
thntres officers qui se sont trouvé présents & des massacres dans d'autres Loealités. 
Noury Bey, mal regu par les habitants de Zahlé, fut dans Fimpossibilité d'extenter 
‘ain niwndat, et cotte circonstance constitue évidemment une atténuation de = 
faute,, Vasly Efendi et Ahmed Efendi ne peuvent qu't peine tre considérés 
‘comme des fonetionnaires, et leur responsabilité s'efface devant celle de leurs Chefs, 

“Avant d’émettre une opinion surchacue des sentences soumises & yon extn’ 
Mle Commisaire Britaunique evoit devoir expaser avec précision lex principes 
qui Tont guidé dans cot examen, D'apris ce quia éé convonu cutre les 

Joptésentants des cing Puissances ot son Excellence Fund Pacha, la Commission 
avait Je droit d'ussister, soit on personne, soit par déléené, aux séunces. du 
tribunal, et avant qu’une sentence queleonque fit rendue exteutoire par Fuad 
Pacha, les Commissaires pouvaient soumettre A son Excellence toutes les 


© Dhebere this in true a fr ax regent the Daruing of houser wt inate esasenain. 
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observations quis jugernient néccssaires. Par suite de cet arrangement, les 
Représentants de [Europe sont devenus en quelque sorte les assessours du 
Plenipotentiaire Ottoman, et doivent partager avec lui la responsabilité des 
arréts qui seront définitivement prononeés. Cette participation leur impose le 
devoir de se faire non seulement une conviction sur la culpabilité ou Vinnovence 
‘absoluc, mais méme sur le degré de culpabilité de chucun des accusés. 
Liimportance de cet point de vue est dautant plus séricuse, qu'il y a, on doit 
To remarquer, plus de deux parties engagées dans la cause. Les Chritiens 
faccusent non seulement les Druses, mais encore les autorités Ottomanes ; les 
Druses i leur tour accuscat les Chrétiens, et les autorités Ottomanes accusont 
Tes uns ct les autres. Il est done du devoir de ceux qui assistent dco débat, uu 
‘nom de Europe, de déméler soigneusemont la vérité du réseau de eéoriminations 
qui Yeaveloppe, afin de micux rendre ensuite & chacun co qui lui appartient, 

Ltenguéte ondonnée par son Excellence pour Wéolaircissement do oetie 
grave question simplific dga beaucoup Ja difficulté. Le tribunal condamme 
$Mia pane eapitale nou seulement tes Chofs Drusea qui se sant réfugiés dun 
Hauren, mais encore les onze Chefs qui sont venus yolontairement, il ya cin 
mols, aoumettre leur conduite & Tappréciation de Tautorité,  Dtautee ymrty i 
ingige aux fonctionnaires et officers Musulinans une beaucoup: iwoine 
sivire, La Commission a done été d'abord conduite A se domander par quel 
Inisonnernent lo tribunal ext arrivé A faire posor Ja reaponsabilité dune tacon 

venle entre les deox partion principales inoriminéos. Lond Dusferin rappelle 
‘qu’ Pexeeption d'un soul de sex membres, a Commission a été davis quo oe 

tage nvctait pas &qnitable, Dams la note quills ont adrvasée h son Rxcellence, 
fos quatre Représcatante do France, de Grande Brotague, de Prusse, et de Russio 
font éclaré que 1a responsabilité dex fonctiononires ot ofliciers Ottomanes était 
‘au moins égale a celle dea Chets Druser lex plus coupables. Lord Dufferin 
n’bésite pas &renouveler vette déclarution et A dire que ce seul fait, que dos 
‘mossacres si abominables ont eu Kieu dans W'étendus des territoites plants 
Tautonité do ces fonctionnaires, nuit d établir contre oux, & priori, la presoraption 
de loue culpabilité, Th vont davance et par position réputés coupables,. C's 
done i eux qu'iticombe le soin de se disculper, et si pendant Ta dure dune si 
longue procédure, ils n'ont pas réussi A fienir Ia preyo certaine de tour 
innocence, ils sont coupables, et il ya lieu de prononcer contre eux Ia peine, Ia 
plox rigoureuse, M. Io Commisaire Betannigue, n’nyant troavé ni duns Yes 
du procts, ni dans Je mémoire que son Excellence vient de oommuniquer, 
Tucane preuve de leur innocence, ou de Vattéountion de leur tanto, persiate dane 
fa demande, tendante 2 ce que’ la sentence du tribuval.de Beyrout, concerant 
Kourchid Pacha, Tehir Pacha, et Nouri Bey, cit réviséo dans Jo eons d'une 
aggravation de peine, Pour oe dernier, i ne verrait pas d'inconvénient & ce que 
Farrtt. de mort fit recommmands i Ia miséeleorde dy. Souverain, Quant & Vasly 
Efendi et Ahmed Efendi, il ne ervit devote leur sujet émettee auoun avin, 

La position sex Chefs Drases dans le procts est, selon Lard Dufferin, biew 
différente. Ce n'est point comme repréventants de Vautorité, et. rspousablon i 
‘ce titro du muintien de Fordro, quits comparaissent: cest comme Chefs et 
Tmembres éminents de la notion, qui est entrée en lutte aveo celle des Maronites. 
Tis ne sont pax diavance répatés coupables, Is sont seulement prévenun, et, 
‘comme tout. prévenu, réputds innocents jusqu’h preuve contrite. Co. n'est 

Pie diseulper.. Cost au Ministive Pablic, et comme dit Lard 


iat eux 

Butferin, i ta Couronne, quincombe Ia charse de prourer tout. d'abord, leur 

culpabilité. Malgré une position si mvantageuse, ily « lieu, de remarquer que, 
wilisque les fooctionnaires Ottomans sont tous plus ow moins condawnés A la 

prison. il n'y a pas un Druse, parmi les onze ddtenus de Boyrout, qui: sliappe 

Ala pine de mor Cette uuiformité do part et d'autro. semble -étrange et 


Wexplique d'autant moins que, parmi cos onze Chefs Drauss ley. tune sont 
acousés Cavoie pris personuellcosent part aux maxsnores, tandis que d'autres 
ont ex thins générale accuse seulement davuie pris part A la guerre. On est 
porté h eroire que Jc tribunal de Beyrouta jugé que la oation Druse stant rendue 
Peomabte dua grand, nombre Citrocite, il fillt. en. citer vengeance, ex 
appliquant uaiforinéinent et indiffGremment In peine de work i tour cous dentro 
ea Chief qui vieudrait se remettre entre les mains de Vautorité. 8'l en était 
tind, M. le Commissaire Britannique n'bévitorait point 4 x'lever contre uu tel 
principe. {i eroirat devoir, dans tous les cas, protester eoatre Vapplication d'un 
Fystdme do péulité vi exceptionnel. Mais [instruction des procts a mis au 








oss 


grand jour certains faits dont In portée inattendue doit exercer une 
influence sur le jugement définitif pyse—g = 
|, Lord Dufferin avoue que, lors de son arrivée en Syrie, il Gait sous 
Vimpression d'un sentiment ‘indignation trés nnturel que [ii avait inspire Je 
récit des atrocités commises par les Druses. Il avait autrefois, i aon premier 
voyage, entendu parler vaguement d'un état de lutte entre les deux races, mais 
‘on Tut avait Iaiss¢ ignorer leur énorme disproportion numérique, ot il ne savait 
pas que Yexistence méme de la nation Druse ou son expulsion de Ia Montagne 
Giaient, pour ainsi dire, deux questions & Vordre du jour chez les Chréticns. Il 2 
appris seulement depuis que sur toute In ligao de démarcation qui sCparo le 

esrouan des districts Mixtes, une attaque contre les Druses avait été 

‘ct devait so terminer, telle était du moins Iattente des Marunites, par Vexturmi- 
nation des Druses ou leur expulsion; que des armes étaient importéen en 
unntité extruordinaire, et des réunions belliqueuses fréquemmont tenes dans 
plusicurs parties de Ja Montagne; que le pays était inoudé de mandements 
Ineenditer gee Ton iit Grands des Chets spits de In nation; qu'une 
te de Conseil central d'un caractére fort suspect sidzeait A Beyrout, et que, 
selon toute appareuee, les Chritiens des autres ites ctacot ee ous pine 
de vengeance ultéricure, i& prendre part A Ia guerre aninte; que, eufin, non 
content de a supériorité Wane nation de 190,000 mes contre une teibu de 
95,000, le cleegé cherchait a animer le courage de sex ousilles, en leur doanant 
Nessurinee que leurs efforts, quels quils fument, pour acquérir Ia possession 

incontestée du Liban, seraient oppuyés par lex Puimances de la Chrétienté. 

11 a'eat gutre supposable yue de tele desscins, ouvertement poursuivis et 
dovenus notoires plusieurs mois avant l'événement, demeurérent ignords de ceux 
contre qui ils étaient dirigés, Liinsolenee et Yambition de Fun des parties devait 
naturellement éveitler lor Instinets féroces de Fautre, ot les préparatifs duttaque 
commandant lex menures. défensiver, Vatmosphire so charge peu h pou et 
explosion devint imminente, Des collisions isoldes, provoquces on no sait par 
‘qui, inais remarquables de port et d'wutre par une cruauté truditionnelle, furcnt 
es aynnt-courcurs de Vorngo qui allait dclater, Des corps d’homines armés 
pasérent du Kesrouan dans lex districts Mixtes, lainunt sur lour pastage 
Fincondie et le massnere. Lex Chrétien dle Zahlé marcharent an combat, e 
cost ainsi que Ia guerre dovint inévitoble, aprés avoir été longtemps 
imminete. 

Dons tne telle canjonetare en effet, quel pacti lex Chefe de In nation Druse 
pouvaient-ils prendre? Demeurer tranquillement chez eux, tandix qu'on pillait 
st brulait les villages de leur proches? Une telle conduite eit été auss insensée 
gps liche, | Tes nutoris Otzomanes ne parninant point dsposées 4 intervenir 

w 'intéedt da maintien de Me pelt obliges, it ne restale wax ruses, qu’ 
prendre en main leur nse. | Maix ‘cot acte de bravoure, autores, 
conmandé mime par le: Jl vata, deirtire confonda wre ces horvibles 

mssacres ul curent Liew en dehors des limites de In Montagne Drusc, en 
priveace den gamisons Ottomanes Sy par suite da. temperntuent propre ‘aux 
Peuplos montagnards non encare civilivds, et surtout grice & Tuttitude €quivedue 
des roldats Ottomans, d'épourantables excds ont és commis, dir-toon jue 
chaque Chet qui, pris avoir raumernblé ses vassaux, so priparn i Ia lutte et 
ndine y prit part, doit répandre de toutes les violences que ses gens auront pu 
commettre, et étre confondy avec dex incendiaires et des assastins ! A Dieu bo 
plaise! I ext impomiblede ne pas établir une distinction fondamentalo entre 
coux qui ne firent que courir aux armes pour leur propre défense et celle de leur 
nation, ot ux qui sosienteouvaineus davoe organi le mumaere et trempe 
Jours main dans le sang. Lord Dufferin espére que la Commission recoonaitra 
aveo Tui fa nécessité do cette distioction, et qu'elle se garderm de frapper, comme 
des assassins, les hommes qui ont seulement pris part i une guerre dout 
Fiaaire de Taveu de tous, revient de droit aux eanemis de la nation 

ase. 


et que 


down ion était indiquée, 
Véctairciesement de différenta points, et qui n'ont pas été 
entendus. I ext souvent fait reution dans lex interrogatoires de pidees, de 
lettres, de correspondances, qui nant pas été recherohées, ou du moins qui toat 
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pas été produites et jointes au dossier. Une confrontation entre les Chefs Druses 
et quelques-uns des agents de Tautorité Ottomane était nécessaire; elle n'a pas 
eu lica. 

‘Toutes ces observations ont conduit M. de Rehfues & penser qu'une instrue- 
tion supplémentaire serait utile, et qu'll faudrait méme la confier A un jariscon- 
sulte Européen ; mais, eu égard aux retards qu'une telle mesure entrainerait et 
A Tincertitude du résultat final, il ne eroit pas devoir insister sur cette idée, 
quelque juste qu'elle lui paruisse. 

“Pour arriver Ase former une opinion sur ce procs ct sur la culpabiité den 
différents accusés, il « done di, Jui sussi, ebwrcher ev dehors des documents, des 
Aéments de conviction, et il n'hésite. pas A déclaret, comme il Ya déja 
concurremment aveo ses collégues de France, de Grande Bretagn i 
que In responsabilité des fonctioonaires et officiers Ottomans demeure pt 
entidre. De quiclue edté que vint Je signol du désordre et 1a provocation, avec 
Jes frees doot ile diaponint ot pil de de Jur vi, ly repriscntats He 
Yautorité, chargés de yeiller aut ronintten de ordre, devaient s'intorporer cutee 
Jee combattants, essayer nu moitis d'arréter un’ mal quills wavwent pas st 
prévenir. Is ne Mont pas fait. On ne peut citer, on ne cite de leur part auewn 
effort vious Ils oat dave responeabes au premier Chef, t méritent de abs 
Jes conséqucnces de leur conpable conduite, Le Gouverneur dé Sayda oitil 
offert vingt fois ra démission avant lex dvénements, tant qu'il était Gouverneur, 
il se devalt tout ntier, sane mx devnirs do a position. 11 n'y a done 
‘aucune eirconstance alténuante qui puime ttre invoqude en 4a faveur, Tubir 
Pacha. mérite In mort i un égal titre, car il commandait en chef des troupes. a 
Deinel-Kamar qui » tv wn manncres; et. Nouri Bay u frit aux lls de 
Thonueur, en n'exéoutant point Vordro formel qui lui avait &é donné d'oceupor 
Zale Vaaty Hendi a prousé apts es événemens, yar Je meuree jude 
dun Chrétien, qu'il Gait capable diy avoir treipé, et x4 part de responsabilité 
dans les événements est tlle qu'il mérite la peine de mort. Lasentence rendue 
contre Ahmed Bfend devrait aussi Stre revitde dane le seak d'une aggravation, 

M. le Commissaire d’Autriche @ fait une double étude de cette ailaire. Tl a 
cexamind lex dossiers aveo sain, et il a été Je témoin des événcments, Cos deux 
udos ont tour & tour contelbué & faire naltre en tuk Fopinion qu'il a expeimés 
dans aa note particuliére, savoir, que lor désordres qui ont ev Tiew dans ta 
Montagne doivent étre considérés comme une guerre se peuple & peuple, ot quo 
Jes fonctionnaires et officiers Ottomans ont fat oe qui était en lour pouvoir pour 
Fompacher d'clater, 

Dans los districts da Nord, dans te Kesrouan, comme dans Ye Meten ot lex 
districts du Sud, Vabus des droits féodaux dont les seigucurs ou Mokatadjis 
Ginient en possession, avait soulevé dans les classes inférieures de tn populotion 
‘uo vif mécontentement,* Dans les districts de la partie septentrionnle, oft lex 
Mokatadjis étai irex des Fellabs insurrection, quand elle cut 
Tied, conserva le enenctire d'une guerre civile, Dans les districts ob lex popula 
tions Chrétionnes étaient souinies & des Mokatadjis Droses, ta difticulté politique et 
sociale prit naturellement le cardctére d'une lutte militaire entre deux nationnlités 
Au food, 16 principo des troubles était le méme dans les deux C i 
‘Mais, dans le Sud, & ce principe il se joigunit d'autres circonstances qui agra 
virent singuliéroment to mal et amendrent de véritablesdéaatres. Liongunisation 
des Drusen, leur esprit de solidarité, la faclité pour los Chefs de rassombler en 
‘un moment autour deux 1ears VassanX, prermirent A cette nation, Ja moins nom 
browse, de ne défendre aveo suee’s contre Tautre, et meme de remporter facile 
ment sur elle une vietoire qui fit souillée par de déplomblen excts. M. le 
‘Commisaaire d‘Autriche ajoute que ces atrocité ont soulevé en Europe une 
dovloureuse émotion, et il ne croit pas s¢ tromper en disant que co n’est point 
Je fit de a guerre Iga ge rope a iam, ear en Burope iy aus doy 
gueres gol coltent Ia vie A beaucoup d'honnes, "Ce sont ies anni, at 
Fincendic, le pillage effrené que l'opinion publique a flétis ct quelle voudrait voir 
réprimer.” Or, dans les pidees du procts des aocuaés de Beyrout, M. de Week- 
Decker a vaineinant cherché la preave que les accusés, tant Ottomans que Sheiks 
Druses, aient été les instigateurs du sitssacre, ov qu'le y aiont pris personnellement 
part, stuf deux, Moubieddin Chibli et Beohir Mer jujet desquclsil a sea fait 
ides réserves dans 2 note particuliére. 11 ne peut que persister dans Voyinion 

1 There ia good deal of truth in what M. de Weetbrcher may about the suibarsinestio 


haracter of the moremest. 
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générale quill x exprimée, savoir, que Je Tribunal de Beyroat n’a point tenu 
‘sufisaanment compte, i'ses yeux, du caractére qu'il vient d'assigner @ la lutte entre 
Druses et Maronites. Quant aux fonctionnaires et officiers Ottomans, M. de 

‘cela est vrai surtout de 


efforts de co prélot demeuréreat impoissants. Les Chréens ne voulurent. pas 
so retirer avant que les Druses n'eussent tis bas fes armes, et les Druses de 
lear obté refusérent de we dispermr avant que les Chrétiens ne fussent rents 
chicz eux." Ainsi Kourchid Pacha nia pas reuse b maintenir ks Druses, non plus 
aque lea Consuls r’evaient réanl A calmer lea Chrétiens; néaamoits on peut dire 
que, eu dgued aw petit nombre de troupes dont i disposi, i mis sa fesponsa 
Tilted couvert par Ia manigre dont il seat conduit, 

M. le Commimaire Francais trouve dans lea propres paroles que M. de 
Weekbecker vient do prononcer, Ia justifeation dune motion qu'il x dg ite 
dans une rion particaliéro des cing Comnmissaitest ot teodante A ce que lee 
Chef Druses étant rigoureusement frappée, lox coupables vulgaires, ddtenus et 
condannés 8 mort 4 Moblin, soca spin ete condannation Ybjt Jane 
commutation de peine, [organisation ‘Ge ta nation Drove a laquelle M. le 
Cowmissare @'Autrche a fait allaion, Tinfluence énorme, presque absloe, des 
principaux Chefs sur le rete do la nation, prouvent dune maniére certaine que 
sant cox qui doivent surtout porter In responsabilité es Evénements, et qu 
West point indispensable A Paavre de répreston que eeux qul n'ont été que des 
instruments soient ponis de Ta poine de mort. M. Uéelard donne leture de hn 
‘ote dans Inquelle itn développé cette ee, et demande qu'elle soit annexes at 
procds-verbal (Annexe 4). ML le Commissatre Frangais rtppelle A ce propos que 
fon Excellence Fuad Pacha evalt promis hla. Commission de fire de nouvel 
rechetshes pour arriver h prononcer un plus grand nombre de cotdamnations & 
Mokhtar, conformément iu vara ais par la Commision. St cee recherches 
cont amend un résultat, i pie won Excelence de vouloi bien fe fire connate. 
Hy auraitllew dans cw ee deétoudre & ces nouveaux condamnés, comme aux 
ving promiers la favour dune commutation de pelne, mais seulement apréx que 
Jeur condaramation aumit été prononede et pablise avec solennité. Ce quill a 
en, vue, en fhisant cette proponition, c'est W'éviter Vefosion da sang, tt de 
fivoriser, par cette mesure de elémence, la reconciliation si desirable des ruses 
avee les Maronites. 11 expire que ce double objet sera Ggalement pris en con 
tration par tous es colldguee™ 

Lord Duar associ au va exprimé par M. Béclard. 

Pund ‘Pach répond Ala. question qui vient de Tui tre posée au sujet des 
condamnds de Mokbtara. “Apres do nouvelles investigations, il est arrive aun 
shire total ds cinguante-huit eondamnations & mort, auxguelis ity avrat fie 
udjoindre encore quelvesindividus, récemment artes h Danes, € qui avant 
Bi bart aus dsordrs de la Mootagne. On pour appliqaerh tous ces gas 
ie icactce d'une comoutstion de eine. 

M. de Rehfues adhite da proposition de M. Réeland, taais 4 ane condition 
toutefoie; west que eette commutation de eine pourla’ masse des erimincls 

“4 bis interview hat Bisbop Tebia, boasted, that whatever he might have sy he hed 
veo hag i eamprteesec 

ibe be treed Lone tor arson coos Peasy Anabaee nee 

be rex boeve that Ue rou o te Peal crane 
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ue Mokhtara n'enteainers point de mesure analogue en faveur des Cheiks détenus 
a Beyrout. 

‘M. Béclard fait observer que, bien Join d'entratner cette conséquence, elle 
Fexclue. On n’épargnerait les coupables d'ordre secondaire que parce que In 
reponsabilité, et par conséquent la peine de premier ordre, pseraient sur les 
Chefs. Ces deux idées sont si Gtroitement liges, A ses yeux, qu'elles ne peuvent 
etre ‘2 

. Jo Commissaire de Russie #associe de grand casur 4 Vidéo de clémence 
quis dicté In proposition de M. Béelant, avec cette reserve qu'elle ne puisse 
tre prise par les uns couime un encouragement, ni par les autres comme un 
déni de justice. Il reconpait In nécessité de’ confirmer les sentences des 
tribonaux contre quelques-uns des Druses les plus coupables; il voudrait 
seulement que l'on mit un diseemement tout particulier dans Jour désignation 
M. le Conmissaire de FYice eroit devoir provoquer la peine eapitale i I'égurd de 
la presque totalité des Chefs Druses condamnés a Beyrout, coune appartenant A 
Ja eotégorie des Chefi, et il rélame une commutation de peine pour les 
condamnés de Mokhtara qu'il considére tous comme des nsshssins obscura. 
Cette classification ne paruit pas entiérement exncte, Pari les ind de 
‘Mokhtar, il se trouve des membres de Ta famille Arian, une des plas considérablen 
de M'Anti-Libaa,t et des Chetk do bandos, convuinous Wavoir pris part aux 
massacres. Par contre, wi les onze condamnda do Beyrout, ily a dos ndividus 
do Ia basse classe, et des Chefs de second ordre qui sont seulement convainous 
avoir parcoury le pays ila téte de Teurs bandes fot armes 21a main, mais sane 

ll soit prouré que ces bands aicnt commis dos meurtros.t En conséquence 
‘EL le Commissire Russa et davis que eprtacipo de In petoe de miort ABeyrour, 
et celni do Ia commatation A Mokhtara, ne doivent étre appliqaée nj Von ni 
autre rigonreusement. - I y aurnit lew peut-dtre, selon lui, de cobdamner i des 
Ipines graduées quelques détenus de. Beyrout, tel quo Fi Talhook, Esta 
Anand, Cassi Neked, et Emir Cain Roslan, et & exdoutor tn condamnation 
A mort contre ceux d'entre les détenus:de Mokhitara qui, appartenant on non A 
des. funilles inflaentes, weraient: convatncus  davote ‘conduit. dos bands aux 
nassactes.§ L/amendement propoxé par M. le Commissaire Russo a Ia motion 
de M. Béclard, ne souleyant aucune objection, paratt de nature i ttre adopté, 
Lord Datfetin fait olwerver toutefeis que Ia eldinence en fiveur des condamnnés 
de Mokhtara, convaincws pour la plupart dassamsinat, no aaurait seevie A ses 
yeux de justification A une aggravation de peine contre une autre classe d'accusés 
oot a apt ol re cone kine 

M. lo Comumissaite d’'Autriche appuie la proposition de M, Iséctan, relatives 
ment wax condatinés de Mokhtar, mais en réservant. expressément opiiion 

ila formulde dans sa note particulidee touchant les onze accusés de Beyrout. 
Weonsidive en péaéal a eléaence comene’lo:moyen lo plan propre A rétablir 
Yanion entre deax pouplos destiny A vivro'Vun A cité do'Vauthe sur um mame 
torritaire. 

La néanco opt levée d six heures et démic, 


(Suivent les signatures, 


Annex 1. 


Beyrout, le 28, lorie, 1861. 
[Let Soussignés, apmis avoir pris connaissance des pitees du procts des 
fonctionnaires Ottomans et des Cheiks Druses détenus a it, croient devoir 
se borner A constater que, de ocs pitees, il ne résulte aucune circonstance atténu- 
ante de nature établir avec certitode que les fonctionnaires st olficies Ottomans 
‘bo sant pas respousables en principe des événements qui ont ensanglanté In 
Montane et amnené Je massicre de 6,000 Chrétiens. Dans ln peusée des 
quatre Cominissaires de Francs, de Grande Bretagne, de Prusse, ct de. Russie, 
cette responsabilité continue, ils ont regret & le dire, A peser sar les agents de 
= This doce not separ jot. Amongst dione tondcand at Sohitar re aay Sheth of ae 
1 floes sede ots Betioas Sod amr ied at {eet tat caer hi 
couse its ‘rid tat aw pole! jet Gat deter 
er pang a re 
} As iealo hie sterrton. 
§ Tule spre en 
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Vautorité Ottomane au moins sutant que sur les plus coupables des Cheiks Druses, 
et ln différence des chiitiments infligés aux uns et sux autres no trouve pas, i 
leurs yeux, 0 justification suffisante dans les pidces du procés soumises & leur 
examen. 
En conséquence tes Soussignés ont Yhonneur d'inviter son Excellence Fuad 
Pacha & suppléer, par sa propre initiative et dans le légitime exercice des plein 
pouvoirs dont il est muni, en consultant & ln fois les inspirations de a conscience 
et Jes nécessités aussi impérietives qu’urgentes de la justice, ce qu'il y a dineom- 
plet dans Pinstruetion ot d'inéquitable dans les sentences da tribunal de Beyrout, 
et A terminer le plas promptement possible cette ceuvre de répression dont les 
Jentours ont entravé depuis six mois le rétablissement de Vordre dans le Liban. 
(Signé) L. BECLARD. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE, 
DE REHFUF 
NOVIKOW. 


Annex 2, 


Reyrout, le 28 Féerier, 1961. 
Le Soussigné a lu avec attention les dossiers que son Excellence Fuad 
Pacha a soumis \ Vexamen de la Comission Internationale, 


Extraordinaire de Beyrout, en propomant de les frapper d'une peine 
rigourouse, o eu mune doute en Yue un genre do culpabilité que Hexamen attentit 
des pidces du procs ne falt pas apercevoir, 

Quant nux Chefs Druscs, lo Soussigné est d'avis que le ‘Tribunal n'a pas 


pris suflisarainent en considération lo carnetire particulier de la lutte entre Druses 
et Cheétiens. Ce nidtait pax un note de rébellion de la part dex Cheiks Druses 
contre Vautorité du Souverain, o'était une gucere civile entro deux populations 
rivales qui, en x0 dispotant un territoite, se sont défendues ou ont pris Voffensive 
tour A tour et relon Poceurrence, 

La Commission, loin de méconnaitee le eaructire do ta Tutte, avait pris soin 
de Jo constater, pour ainsi dire, elle-méme, en établissant dans aa dixiéme séance 
du 24 Novembre, 1860, trois catégories de coujables qu'elle jogeait passibles de 
In peine do mart, savoi 

‘Les inatigatours des massacres ; 

‘Les chefs dox bandes des nssassine ct des incendiaires; 

Et les assassins les plox sanguinaires, cext-d-dire, le individus ayant pris une 
part personnelle aux rassacros, sans distinction wile Sout dew chefs de la ution 
ov de simples admins, 

Or, le Soussigné ne trouve pus que les Druses détenus a Beyrout et 
condininés parle Tebunal Extraordinaire de Deyrout, h Fencuption peursere de 
dow, savoir, Mebyeddin Chibli et Bechir Meri, puissont étre compels dans lune 
au tro dens rit eatizores I audit, slon lu ie revise la sentence 
des outres condamnés contre lesquels faves A charge ne lui paraissent 
toutea-fait baay : ie BE ely i 

Le Soussigné, &c. (SI DE WECKBECKER. 
A.son Excellence Fuad Pasha, = 

&e Se. 


Annex 3. 


Fuad Pacha » pris en sérieuse considération la communication collective 
ype MM, les Commissaires de France, de la Grande Bretagne, de Prusse, et de 
sie, Joi ont adressée au sujet du procs des fonctionnaires Ottomans et des 

Cheiks Druses, done les pidces de procédure leur nvaient été communiquées. 
MiM. os Commissaires dex quitre Bussmnoes, Yoyant une difféeuce entre lex 





Pines auxguelles le Tibunal Extraordinaire de Beyrout condone les agents de 
autorité Ottomane et les Chefs Druses, et considérant que la responsabilité des 
premiers dans les événements de la Montagne est aussi grande que a eulpabilité 
des demniers, constatent dans leur opinion In nécessité pour le Plénipotentiaire 
du Sultan de suppléer, par son initiative et d'aprés Tinspimtion de sa conscient 
et Texigence de la justice, & ce qu'il y a d'incomplet dens Vinstructiow et 
dingquitable dans les sentences de ce Tribunal. 

Fuad Pacha, appelé par les pouvoirs que le Sultan gon auguste Maitre lui 
# configs, A sanctionner les sentences que les Tribunaux Estraordinaires donne- 
raient, conformément aux dispositions des lois existantes de !Ewpire, « cra de 
son devoir impérieux de Inisser une liberté daction ux Tribunmux quill avait 
institués dofhce, et se conforvnant aux attributions du pouvoir exéoatit qu'il 
reprinente en Syrie, il s'était abstenu de so constituer voit on défenseur, voit en 

idus quo la justice poursuivuit, Comme la 
amunication de MM, les Comiissaires des quatre Pulssanecs invite ayjourd’hui 
Je Plinipotentinire Ottoman i se mettro auedessns d'un Tribunal, et d rendre wi 
jugement suprime par sa propre initiative, ile trouve dans lanngcessité Jexprit 
ici los inspirations do sx conscience, aprox leaquclles il doit now pas faire 
appliquer une sentence, mais rendre, pour ajosi dire, wn jugement eo dernier 
ressort, 

TT fauden dabord. établir ta-différence quiily a entre lew crimes comin 
dans Ia ville de Daman, et lox evénements qui ont ensunglanté Ia Montagne. 
premier est un soulivement d'une partic de ka popolation d'une ville eontee un 
autre, sans cauxe et sank provocation, —C'dtait un erime prév explieitement pur 
le Code de l'Empire, Une peine sévére fut infigée & cette popokition, et eoux 
parm le fontionoirs qui ant pas au empl sry deve, cn potent lx 
sujet de lear Bouversin, ont 1 appa de spl ats putin. 

Quant anx érdnementa de la Montagoo, ils diffiront, do Tavis ot de Taven 
de tout Jo monde, dans leur cause et dane leur: forme do coux do x villo d 
Damas, quoique le carnctire de. cos éeGniemente no. soit pus Kégalement écab.* 
Las atrocités coumises contre: lex Chrdtions, et lo torrent de sang huvnain quia 
446 versé, ont produit naturellement ane telle daiotion que sous ou eunpire on 
ne voit, pour ainsi dire, que le corps du délit, kang entrer dane la récberabe des 
‘causes yi ont produit ces méaits. Male pour bien delairer 1a justice, il wurult 
fallu da prime abort, ct avant d'entrer dung dex procés individuols, presorive la 
nature ot lo caractare de ces événementa, C'est sous cette inspiration 
Pi(aipotentiaire Ottoman avait énoned, lors de Vouverture de la Commi 
Eucopéenne, en népondant aux quatre points qui avaicat été soumis d won exan 
Vidéo que ta Commission Européenne doit, comme un Tribunal, juger d'abord 
non pas Jes individus dont le jugement appartient & leur autorité Miititns, mais 
Jos événements dans lout cause et leur forme, Ce procés général et politique 
fauruit four’ wa jogoment individuel des matigres d'éclaircissement, si nGevsaaiton 
pour le rendre aussi juste quiimpartial 

Le Pléaipotentiaire Ottornan ayant été obligé de donoor une autre dircetion 
Aco proc’s, cestivdire, d'ordonner des poursuites individucllés, le ‘Tribunal 
Extraordinaire do Boyrout n'a cherché que les individus auxqucls les. poitics 
indiquées dans les Articles 56 et 57 du Code Péaul pourmient tre nppliqudes- 
Diapres ces articles les individus qui sont pussibles de In reine eupitale sont 

1. Coux qui orguuisent ot dirigent ou complot dans le but de soulever une 
partie do ln population de I'Empire contro Vautret 

2. Coox qui exercent, dans une bande orgunisée pour un complet, unt come 
mandement. 

3. Coux qui, faisant partie d'une bande armée, commettent des useassinats 
Le Tribunal Extraordinaire, conformément au réle qui luia été assiznd, 1'x fait 
quiinatruire Je procds des individus qui ont é€6 nceusée do oes. trois dears de 
crimes, sans entrer dans aucune considération politique. De cette prooédure i) 
constaté ces crimes sans pouvoir chercher dans Icurs enuses des circonstances 
atténuantes ou aggravantes, et il a donné sa sentence pour lapplication des 
peines prévues par la li 

Quant aux agents de Vantorité, anoun indice ne venunt constater leur 
participstion aux crimes de coux qui ont été accusés comme zravement 
compromis dans ces événements, & trois degrés de culpabilité cités plus hout, lo 


> tive + Ie ahero wan any comipiraey, we & Christan conspltney 
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‘Tribunal les a condamnés non pas comme coupables de ces mémes crimes, mais 
pour avair manqué aux devoirs quis étaient tenus a remplir eomme Agents du 
Gouvernement.” Cest ime. pele disciplinuite qu'on i le eondasanes, et 
extte condamnation a été prononeée dans toute In sévérité de la loi par Papplica- 
tion de peines qui viennent immédiatement aprés la peine capitale, ct qui 
couportent la mort eivile. Telle est fa diférence qui existe entre les erimes que 
les Druses ont commis et la culpabilité des agents de Fuutorité ; telle est la 
graduation des peines qui leur ont été appliquées. 

Si Von cherche aujoun’hui des circonstances attéiuantes pour les uns, ou 
des circonstances. ageravantes pour les autres, il faudra faire ce proces des 
évéoements que ke Plénipotentiaire Ottoman avait en son temps indiqué comme 
base de cette. procidure extmondinaire, et puisgu'on semble demander une 
‘aggravation de peine pour les agents de Tautorité, ow une explication sur les 
clivonstanees atténuantes quiont enguzé le Tribunal Extraordinaire A leur 
‘appliquor une peine inférieure & celle qui a été appliquée aux Chefs Druses, on 
evn remontrer aux circonstanees qui ont entouré fa situation des fonetionnires 
Ottomans b T'époque oi ils exergaient leurs fonctions. On sait qu'aucun agent 
de Vauturité locale n'a été compromis dans los événemments de la Montagne 
‘comme compliow nl instigateur, et lex accusations we peuvent étre portées que 
contre lours aetes comme Agents du Gouvernement. Aussi est-ce sous le point 
de vuo de lour responsabilité que le degré de leur culpabilité doit &re constaté, 
Dons ee eas deux questions xe présontent & esprit: avaiontils tous les mo 
«do prévenie le mal? étaient-is en micoure d'empéeher un confit entre les deux 
partis 

"ous répondre a ta premidre de ces deux questions, il faut xe rendre compte 
do Ia situation politique, dans Inquelle se trouvait Ia Montagne. Lam deux 
populations Maronite at Druse, placies sous un régime exeeptionnel, étaient 
soustraites & Taction direote de Fautorité, Sa voix n'a 6té entendue nulle part, 
et une partie de la Montagne s'est mixe en opposition dirccte nom seulement aveo 
Je Gouvernement do Beyrout, mais avec Vautorité mémo qui wit: lx Mootagne 
Chrétienne. Une ett d'un ‘des Chefs de cetto parti den Montagne,” dont 
tout Te monde connait Ia teneur, prouve joxqu’h: quel point M'autorité du 
Gouvernement a été méeonnue, Lex Dries, plus soumis en apparence, n’éinient 
pas on réolité moins désobéissants que los Chrétiens. La Montagne, théltre de 
crimes isolds. qui restaient toujours impunis, était devenu le refoge non seulement 
tw molstears- dea titres partis. do la province, tals ‘ewe de ceuN gut 
voulaient échapper aux procts ordinaires quion leur: intentait, Les plai 
trop souvent reps, de ngent srangor de dat de justice qui ve pratiquient 
ici, prouvent d'une maniére dvidente In situation anormale. dans Inguelle x0 
tevuvalt fo payn Lee Maronite t los Druse, so considérant chacun appuyé, i 
sat traps dele die, par dos inflvencn rangéres, latent eh oppeniton plas ot 
moins monifeste contre Vautorité souveraine qui n’ayaitaueun moyen d'entpécher 
los funestos conséquences do cette guerre sourle qui existait entre les deux 
populations, également mucs par lear haine et leurs passions, Fallaiteil douner 
des ondrex ou des conseits ? ni les uns ni-los autres n'étaient Gooutén. —Fallait-il 
employer la force ov In punition? Kuve et Tautre restaient sans effet. Le 
Kesrovan dat devena depuis longtemps Io foyer Je cette opposition et dune 

nde agitation... Lantonté Yocule, ne pourant agir de sow ehef,nvait soaeais 
la Sublime Porte In nécessité dexercer une intervention, devenue urgente pour 
prcvenir le mal qu'elle prévoyuit mais le Gouvernement du Sultan, aga en 
tte i tant de récriminations, a préféré plutdt tolérer cette insubordination que 
d’étre taxé de V'idée de feapper les Chrétiens.  Liautorité locale, réduite done 
rile de simple spectatrice, voyait sans pouvoir et sans force venir lexdvénemwents, 
suas avoir les moyens, découlant de la. iberté d'nction, de les emptcher, 
Comme Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, Fuad Pacha croit remplir un devoir de 
loyauté, en constatant ici que Kourehid Pacha, en présence d'une situation xi 
tendue et des grandes dificultés qui V'entouraient, et dont la rexpoosabilité devrait 
pesor sur lui, a. offert & trois fois sa démission, que la Sublime Porte n'a yrs 
accep tée. 

Aprés cet exposé sommaire de la situation dans Inquelle se trousait 
Youtoritd locale, on doit convenir qu'il lui Gait impossible de prévenir ua mal 

A cony of thie letter Tlaclone. Tha writer ie x Mickomith, who, ded by Bihop Tobie 
overthrew, nie tne ago, the feudal aristacracy fm a part ofthe Kesrootn an subweivuty, Say 
lak yotr disetad the et mnitary overeat agriont tbe Drones. 
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4 Vautorité locale qu’dtait dévolu incontestablement le devoit d'intervenir pour 
repousser les premiers acresseurs et protéger coux qui dtaient sttaqués: mais 
auraitlle pu le faire dans Ja situation od elle se trouvait? Les faith souls 
répondront A cele question, et ces ich quan dit priser le earctée ot la 
nature des événements qui ont ensanglanté Ja Montagne. 
eoquéte minuticuse peut prouver aujourd'hui que Tes Maronites et les 
Druses ont été tour & tour agresseury ow attnqués. Co sont les Maronites qui se 
sont soulevés en masse cotre les Druses. Il sera prouvé peut-dtre que ce soulbve~ 
ment des Chréticns ne s'est produit qu par suite dea vexutions quo les Druses 
exercaient sur eux, en commettant sur leurs coreligionnaires des crimes isolés. 
Le signal de ta guerre est donné par les premiers. Une bande armée de 
Chrétiens était venue la premitre passer de la Caimacamio Chrétionne dans ecllo 
des Druses.* Ce fut lo début de cette guerre civile qui a fini par tant de 
calamités. Les habitants Chrétiens de Djezin attaquécent les premiers les 
Villages des Druses leurs voising, mais ayant subi une défaite, ils furent envahis 
i Jes Drusesy qui cottnirent lex crimox dont ils sont aceunée, A Hlanbeya ot i 
héya les Ghrétiens commencérent i attaquor los Druses, ot ila les chassdrent: 
de leurs maisons. A Sayda meme Youssuf Moubiz, un Chef Chrétien, ost allé 
‘In rencontre d’un Chef Druse, nommd Cassin Youssaf, pour se vonger des 
crimes ixolés commix do ln past des Drases sur les Chnétiens. 

Qu'aurait di faire dans cette citoonstance M'autorité locale? —Si-elle avait 
empécbé les Chritiens.de vive (ores, elle auruit été encore plux gravement wecusée 
de partialité. poor: tes Druses, considérés aujourd' hai comme provocatours pat 
leurs vexations.Si'su-conteni elle avait commoned. par chitier fe Druwes. on 
aurait imputé hT'aatorité dels partialité dane un autre xeny va qu'on aurait 
comsidéné cen derniere comme: attaqués:par lew Chiétiens, 

Cette situation était: ctnbarmwsante: non. aeulinent pour Vautorité locale, 
mais pour le Gouvernement Central mime... La Porto, vonlant toujours couvrie 
d'une égole protection cox deus p soe at: demontrer toute Iinpartialité do 
@ politique, avait donné Vordre: i l'autorité locale: de-so placer entre los deux 

pour empéchor leur collision et lex aureasions do part et d'aute, 
Frtant toutes tous om gol pouredé donee ies Iruseriite partie userves 
tion, et cest seulement lorsque le Gouvernement du Sultan w 64 surpris par 
lune perpétmation: d'atrocités. ane exemple dela part des Druses qu'il sit 
empressé de donner Vorre-de lex chiticr, 

Veil: ln position dans laquelle xe trouvait Mautorité locale, lorequo eatte 
guerre éelnta entre les deux populations, et il faut ajoutor une circonstanice qui 
Vest pas moine forte pour servir A la décharee: doe Agente do ootte autarité, 
Depuir deux ane les embrras suxcitdn de la part de la Serbie ot du Montendgrn, 
on Bulgaric, en Bosnie, et. en Horeégovine, avaient uttins toute Mattention et 
tontes les forces du Gouvernement vere cew provinces. Obligée de: fain’: une 
concentration de troupes en Roumétiey la: Subliine Porte a été, son rand 
regret, forvée de dégarnir la: plupart des provinces d’Axic, de sorte que, lorsque 
les événcments éclatizeat, Hefleetit de Parroée de ln Syrie ne eouptait ps pls 
de 5,000 hommes, et: dase In: Province de Sasda il ne se trouvail pas plow de 
2,000, soldats.. était: cette foree. inde RUF une xi grande: étendue, qui 
Giait appelée  empacher la-guerre civile sir une Montagne dont In configuration 
‘8 tovjoum contribué. A sontonie Vopposition directe de see populations contre 
Tautorité, 

‘Tellew sont les considérations qui impliquent en faveur des Agents de 
Tautoritd des circonstances attéauant la peine qui est infligée aux coupables de 
crimes prévus par In loi. Une conduite plas habile et_plus énergique de ces 
Agents aurait pu diminuer les charges de leur responsabilité, mais elle naurait 
pas arnité laccomplissement do si grands milheurs. L'uutorité n’avait ni assez 
de pouvoir pour les prévenir, ni assez de force pour s'y oppose. Les olficiers 
qui_se sont trouvés 4 Hasbeya, & Rachéya, 4 Deinel-Kamar, et i Beiteddin, 
aang TO *hY eaten ere rave Clits to death, in ado to shove who hav el oth 
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ayant pas rempli leurs devoirs, en défendant les Chrétieus qui s'étaient réfugiée 
sous Ia protection de leurs atmes, ont été jugés et condamnés comme eoupables 

le trahison. Les deux premiers sont déja exéentés, ct les deux derniers sabiront 
immédintement lear peine, 

Le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman, étant disireax plus que personne de finir un 
moment plut6t cette partie xi pénible do sa tiche, espere qu'une entente qui ne 
manquers de s'établir entre les membres de la Commission le mottra d méme 
duchever l'aruvre de justice qui traine depuis trop longtemps, contraireaient & = 
volanté, 

Beyrout, le 7 Féorier, 1961. 


Annex 4, 
Note Particulidre présentée par M. le Commiseaire Francais, 


Le Comminsaire Francais,* apré avoir fait une étude attentive des documents 
iqués 41a Commission par son Excellence Fund Pacha, déclare quo dane 
son opinion, tandis que Jes condarnnations eapitales prononeées contre lex Chote 
Druscs, détonus 4 Beyrout, sont pleinement motivées et jostfiges, rien wexplique 
au contraire Vindulgence relative dont lo ‘Tribunal a. fait peuve  envers 
Vex-Gouveeneur Kourchid Pacha, lo Général Tobie Pacha, le Colonel Noury Rey, 
le Kiahia Vasfy Efendi, ot Vemployé Ahmed Efendi. Li responsabilité fa plus 
catidre pase toujours h'sex yeux sur les fonctionnaites ou officers Ottomans dont 
il vient de citer Jew noma, ot il no voit pas pourgaci ces detnicrs, inatigateurs ou 
complices des massacres dont Je Liban a. éé le théitre, me seraient pas aussi 
sévirement punin quo ceux qui ont tokiré om provogud lex mémes crimes 
Domas. Mais, tout en réclamant contre eux une ogerivation de peine que h 
Pamit d'accord avec les exigencer de la justice, le Conimissaire Francais eri 
devolr porcr i ses colliguer ls question dé savoir ai, excrede dans de telleslinstes, 
crest-iedite, appliquée avec la demiére rigueur. aux principaux occusés, tank 
Musulmans que Druses, \a répression, en eo qui constitue son carnetée Ie plus 


tees, wanrait pas aici pleinament to résultat stquel il était perma de 


prtende, “Sa consclence qu'il dubord interrogée sur eo pola hi dit que 
humanité, pour venger les outrages qu'lle a subi met ‘pas Temploi 
immodéré de ces mttnes armes dont. on gest servi contre elle," D'aprie ce 
Principe, le sang des plus grands coupables devrait étee considers comimo uno 
‘expiation suttisuote. Quant nux autres accusés, si leur conduite est. également 
‘odicuse, leu responsabilité eat moindre,. I y' nurait done lieu de lex recom 
maniter A Ia elémence du Pldnipotentiaire Ottowan. En ngiasant ainsi, la Com. 
mission ne devrait pas eraindro de ve mettre en contradiction aveo elle-niéme, 
Cotte contmdiction d'ailleurs n’existeralt pas, La Commission a pa vouloir, et 
ello.a voulu on offet quiune fétrinure méritee fat infligée hun nombre plus on 
‘moins grand d'aceusés parmi ceux que le Tribunal de Mokbtarah avait cliwsés en 
diverses cutégorien ; il lui est certalnement loisible aujourd'hui, une fois cette 
satisfaction abtenu, d'intervenir, an nom de l'Europe civilisée, en favenr dindividue, 
obscura pour la plupart, qui n'ont été qve les instruments de passions détestablen 
qu'une difference soit faite entre les ussansins qui out frappé sans discarnement et 
ecoux qui, av fie d'empécher le mal, ont favorisé, soit par une impulsion 
déterminante, Koit par une licke inaction. Ceux-ci pouvaient arréter le bras des 
ascussins: ils Yont en quelque sorte dirizs. A eux la responsabilité des crfines 
‘commis ; anX autres une punition moindre, quoique proportiounée a leurs forfiits, 
tin punition qui, em ke haquestrant da reste In socte, Jour permette de ao 
purifier parle ropentir. Lies nécessités inhérontes au rétablissemeat de Vandre 
‘ot de lo sécurité dans la Montague pourraient ainsi se concilier avec les conseils 
de la clémence, 


* ‘The French Coumissiour here propane te if all hove condemn at Motta, if he 
stm Chie ero ep Uae Hl walayy aso oma fro the prone 
fonetned st Mokbtary, but the feck Tr, mony of thom are person of gral inBacace avd probes 
‘moog thee aon 


Inclosure 3 in No. 523, 


lof the third Meeting of the Syrian Commistion, held at Beyrout, 
Protocol of the Twenty ess Se ore anission, 


LE vingt-hoit Féerier, mil huit cent soixante-un, tons Jes Commnissaires 
ant réunis & Beyrout sous la présidence de Fuad Pacha, la séance est ouverte 
A midi. 

‘MM. les Commissaires reviennout eur le sujet quils ont traité a veille. Ils 
Texaminent en détal, et cherchent &établi, chacun tour tour, selon les lamitres 

mils posstdent, le degré de culpabilité des differents accusés, Aprés Texposé 

‘veloppé de toutes les opinions contradictoires, son Excellence io Plénipotentinire 
Ottoman résume le débat, et rend compte & Ia Commission de Yembarrax ob il 
se trouve par suite des divengences qui se sont produites dans yon cin. 

M. de Weokbecker, dit-il, demande que je révise dans Ie none d'un acquitte- 
ment les sentences prononoées par le Tribunal de Beyrout contre les fonctiou- 

res Ottomans, tandis que les quatre autres Commissaires demandent qu'un 
chitiment sivere leur soit infligé. Une divergence d'opinion radicalo oxixte 
Gaillevrs entre cew quatro Commisiaires an sujet des Drusor ot mémo sur le 
ier point concernant les agents de Tautorité, ils diffrent davis sur le dogrd 

Ho culpubiite, et par consGquent aur Te degré do a peine qu ha plier 

AL le Commebmare de France demande que Ix pie de aor soit nflgge aux 

ing fovetionnaires, Ottomans incriminés: M, le Commissaire de Prusse aux quatre 
wétbiors; M. le Comntnissairo d'Angleterre ct eclui de Russie A trois seulement. 
Encore M. le Commisaire Beitannique admet-l que le teoisidme, Noury Bey, 
puisgeétre recommandé ila bienveillance miséricordiense daSultan, Lord Dusferin 
eM. Novikow fe demandent pour lo quatriéme et le cinquidme qu'une aggrava- 
tion de peine d'un degeé.* Jn. premitre question, relative aux agents de 
Taatorité Ottonane, Fuad Pacha, s'il veut prendre en considération Tavis exprimé 
par les Commissaires, 40 trouve done en présence d’au moins trois opinions. 

‘Quant aux Chefs Drasos, lox avir sont encore plux contmdiotoires. Lies 
Représentants de I'Autriche et de Angleterre domandent tn. révision du procts 
pour nix accusés dans le sens de 'acquitteront, une mitigation de poine pour tro 
et la confirmation du jugement. pour deux seulement, Moubioddin Chibli ot 

Bechir Meri. -M. de Rehfuoa ot M. Beclard dewandent Ia confirmation do toutes 
Tew sentences, souf pour Hussein Tulhiouk et Ali Said, en favour doaquels ils 
‘admettent une commutation de peine. M. Novikow, tenant pour ainsi dire une 
position intermédiaie, réclame une diminution de peine pour. Hussein Talhouk, 
Ce wabstient do se prononeer sur Exsad Talbiouk, Cussim Nekid, Essa Araed, et 
Emin Mohayazed Cassim Roslan.t 

ate ae dais que woes eos opal, dslenent respectaben wut youx de aon 
Excellence lo Comminaire Ottoman, ne peuvent étre en mbme teraps sitisfuisantes. 
Comme Repréeentant du pouvoir exéeutif du Saltan, il mission Je doonce force 
exicutoire aux sentences rendues par le Tribunal conformément ilaloi. Comme 
membre de In Comminion il a le droit de x¢ former une opinion porsonnella. aur 
con nentenices, S'il uve de ses pileint-pouvoits pour réviser les sentences, il doit 
rendre compte & xon Goovernement dy motif do sa résolation. Tl aura obéi 
Tinspiration de xa conscience ou bien A une nécessité do ordre politique, Or, 
‘eH 6@ qui concerne les fonctionoaires Ottomans et Kourchid Pach notamment, 
‘qui, aprés lesrenseignements fournia dans la stance d'hier par M. de Weckbecker, 
2 fait nppel au Corps Consulate pour réclamer sox intervention, nouvelle circon- 
stance évidemeent teés atténuante, Puad Pacha déelare que, wuirant les inspirh 
tions de #1 cousclence, les aceusés sont aaser sévéroment puis par tn detention 
4A perpétuité, pelne dont le retentissement de ce proces et son earucténe pour nine 
dire Diplomarique assurent la continvité. Sil dit quill a, contraifement & sa 
constienee, fappé de mort des fonctionnsres et des offers parse que Jes 
Représentants Puissances étrangéres demandaient leur téte, il assumerait & 
soi) tour une responsabilité telle, vis-h-vis deson Gouvernement, qu'en aucun cas 
il ne pourrait preadre cette résolution. En eonséquence M. le ‘Comimissaire du 

+ This it » msn, fd got requce the ww subordinates to be Hupeaoue fr fife: T merely 
cexatire the Jodgraet of the Crt sa 

Yet though bo adit there ne evidence whatever ant these, the Resian Crisioner 
propel ts clase teen with howe esdemord wn death at Moka, Wat whnesratauies were ta be 
Saeed! 
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Sultan ne voit d’autre moyen de trancher la question que de confirmer purement 
ct simplement les sentences, et d'en référer, pour leur exéeution, & Constantinople. 

‘M. le Commissaire Francais fait observer que, si malgré les instances de la 
tajorité de ls Commission, son Excellence ne croit pas devoie user sur-le-charnp 
de ses pleins-pouvoirs pour réviser dans le sens dune aggravation la sentence da 
‘Tribunal, en ce qui concerne les officiers et fonctionniaires Ottomans, ses collézues 
ot lui sont de souscrire i cette démarche, et d'accepter les nouvelles 
Tentears qu'elle entraine. Mais par rapport aux Cheiks Druscs la méme difficult 
‘existe pas, puisque sa tiche se bornerait & confirmer les sentences du Tribunal 
M, le Commissaire de France pose a son Excellence Ia question de savoir xi elle 
no jugerait pax convenable de procéder immédintement  feur exécution pour 
torminer nu moins cette In répression. 

Son Rxcellence le Commissaire du Sultan se déclaro_prét & obtempéret au 
ésir formmulé por M. le Commissaire de France. La pacification da Liban est ee 
qu'il a lo plus a cavur, et il esptre y arriver, ainsi qu'on I's proposé, par Perot 
rimultané de Ia répression qui corrige et de la clémence qui ramméne. Plus heureux 
4. 'égard des Druses qu’ !'égard des fooctionnaires Ottomans, il pourra peut-étre 
donner dans une eertane mesure stivfaction aux opiions divergentes de sex 
collegues, 

II se propose de ratifier d’abord purement et simplement les sentences rendues 
tant & Beyrowt qu'h Mokhtar mals avant de faire procéler ux exSoutions, i 
Acconfarn sux solxhute.neufeondacsnés A moet quelgies jours de_grlce, Pendaat 
leaguals ia weront admis présenter de nouvelle ddknves, et si den creonstances 
axtdnuantes, telles que celles indiquées ci-dessus, paraisscat devoir &tre prisey on 
cconnidération, i atténucra ee que lex sentences du Tribunal auraicnt pa avoir de 
trop rigoureux. 

Ake he Comiaaire Franeals «dtve sontre Vadoption de e systéme, 
exprime Is ointe que Vaeuyre de Ia repression ne soit complétemont manquée. 
Nour uvions, dit-il, devant nous trois eatégories d'aceusds 

Tos fomotionnaires et olficiers Ottornans ; 

Les Chieiks Deuses détenus 4 Beyrout ; 

Et les Druses de rang inférieur ddtenus | Mokhtarab, 

Si le procs des premier, ainsi qu'il a été dit, ext renvoy’ & Constantinople, 
vila sentence dex seconds ext confirmée, mais non exéeutée surle-champ et 
soumise & uno sorte de révision déguisée, wi enfin a peine des Druscs de 
Molchtarah ont commode en masse, ainsi qui a été convenu, it n'y plus aucune 
répresaion. 

Fund Packs fat cbrerver que, Ye prindpe de la’ wpreslon ‘est admis, et 
M. do Wecktnehor que Ia répresion peut avo few saa, lt pene de, mort 
M, Novikow s'mocle & la remarque de son colligue de France, et M. de 
Rehfives exprine Ja erainte que ta répression ne devienne tout-d-fait ilusoire. 
Si upris six mois d'efforts de la part du ‘Tribunal et d'instances de la part de la 
Commission, Pund Pacha admet de nouveaux délais, et contrairewent A la 
sentonice du ‘Tribunal accepte le principe des eireonstances atténoantes en favour 
dos Choiks Drusos, in repression i de tous les cdtés & In fois: aucune 
satisfaction delatante n'est donnée & la justice, lo malaise du pays se prolonge, et 
do nouveaux deyordres sont rendus possibles, M, de Rehfues crvit devoir re 
‘préunnir contre un tel révultat, 

M. Je Commissaire Britannique, en xe placant A un autre point de vas, ne 
saurait davantage npprouver Ia marche indiquée plox haut par Fuad Pacha, 
Son Excellence. propose de ratifier uniformément toutes les sentences, et de 
proooncer ensvite, partout of bevoin serait, des commntations de peine : ce qul, 
Hans la peosce en Commlare Ottoman, dquivandnit & one réesion do juge™ 
ten Lord Doffern marae de ne pouvoir aceepter cette maitre de voir, 1 
‘ext absolament nécessire, selon Ini, de distinzuer entre une révision de sentence 
et une commutation de peine. La premiére permet & celui qui est innocent 
aéchipper fs condamnation, tandis que In seconde ne peut pas empécher que 
de condecané wait. €e, Pendant un moment, reconnu coupable. Or, i seot 
souversinement iojuste de coofondre Jes Cheiks Druses, détenus A Beyrout, aven 
Jes eriminels détenus i Mokhtarah, Geux-ci, reconnus cou 
‘ment, minis i Tard desquels Lord Dufferin renoavelle les réserves exprimées 

mr Hui dacs une préeédente séance, peuveat ftre Vobjet d'une gece inspinés par 

besoins de Ia nitnation politique. Mais cour.la ne peuvent tre condamnes 
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une peine queleonque par le seul fait qu’ils sont des Chefs, et sans que leur 
culpobilité ait été bien démonteée.* 

divergence d'opinion qui existe entre les différents membres de la Commis 
sion, par rt aux Chefs Druses, se reproduisant: de nouveau sur ce terrain, 
et une conciliation, par voie de discussion, semblant de toute fagon impossible, 
M. le Commissaire d'Autriche émet Tavis que c'est & la soure méme de ce 
isseotiment qu'il faudrait remontee pour essayer de le faire disparatre. On 
différe sur le principe, cest-A.dire, sur te bien-fondé des preuves du. proces, mais 
chaque opivion a €é concue de part et d'autre séparément. Chaque Commis- 
saire a examing individvellement les pitees du procts qui ont été communiquées. 
Peut-ttre une lecture collective et l'échange des idées ct des appréciations quielle 
suguérait, scraient-ils de nature A faciliter entre tous une Peidles ent 

Lond Datferin appuio cette proposition, ot M. Novikow In considére corame 
un dernier fort de cnaiiation qu'il ext. a moi louable de tener. BL. de 
Rehfaes déclare se rallier & Tavis do la Pd et M, Béclard ne point sopposer 
cet expédient, Puad Pacha propose dintroduire nuprts de la. Comnbwion 
deax des membres du Tribunal qui pourront, w'il y a licu, donner surse-champ 
des explications sur tel on tel point, Cotto seconde proposition et encore 
adoptée. M, le Coinmissaire de France demando toutefois la permission de fairo 
atever que It Comission ext ule point dee trnsfrmer on spar de janie 
et de perdre son veritable earvctive, celui d'une réupion diplomatique, churgée 
non pas de jager les coupmbles, miais do provoquer seulement Iour panition, 
‘Cotte réserve est admise par tous Jos Commissaires. 

La stance est levée A six heures et demic. 


(Suivent es signatures.) 


Inclosure 4 in No, 623, 


Protocol of the Twenty-fourth Meeting of the in Comumiasion, held at Beyront, 
"iat teak ro 


LE deux Mare, mil buit cont sojxante-un, tous les Comminaires dant 
rounia & Beyrout sous la présidence do Fund Pacha, Ja séunce est ouverte 4 


Mehomed Ruschid Efendi ot Abro Rfondi, membres da Tribunal Extraondi- 
naire do Beyrout, sont introduits, et il ext donné leotare de Vinterrogatoire de 
Said Bey Juinblat, ainsi que dex déporitions faites par es tévoins i chars ou h 
Aéchargo, et do diverses watres pidces jointer mu dowsier concernant. cet ccusé, 
A diverves reprises durant cette Jecture, MM. lex Commissaires font. ressortit 
‘ait los lacanes qui se trouvent dans la procéduresoit les preuves qui leur sem 
blont <tablir la culpabllité do Maceusé ou son innocence. 

M. Je Commmissaire Britannique, apris: audition de cette longue procédure, 
ne vout pax prétendre que Said Boy Djumblat s'est conduit en hiéros, et qu 
tenté eo qu’Abd-el-Kadee aa pas craint de faire A Parnas, Mois ceci post ily 
lieu de remarquer Ia faiblesse de toutes Jon preuves sur lesquelles le Tribunal 

unnation, Ce ne sont gudre que des présomptions, et il ext au 
que si Paccusé a participé aux désonires de tn Montagne, un 
‘Tribunal éviderment pou disposé A la bienveillance A son dgurd, n’ait pas. pir 
reoueillir en six prew quo dea accusations 


bien loin de pouser A la lutte, s'est efforeé do Testor neutre et d'observer tine 
attcode ts résereéa, Lord Dulles fit cbeorver 0 cura mi api du 
popolitions de co pays étant pei comintine, et I'époque of los témai furent 
Eotendus tan ngnalée par une gate sovexclaion ily» pasliss, selon lal 


os 
Forthcoming. Hie ony ha xe uve 
doubt the arcarscy of this stems. tis reenter certain dat two uf the Pr 
‘Cours have not sathotied the trun, and, ded, mere igharaat af what wax bring Jane, 
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Aattachor ne importance dire aux dipositions des témoins& shane Mule 
‘au coutraire, Le seul fait que plusiours Chrétiens ont, & une pareille époque, 
déposé en sa faveur, est une des circonstances qui selon Lord Dufferin commande 
de réviser Ia seotence du Tribunal de Beyrout. Pour ces diverses raisons, «a 
Scigneurie croit devoir persister dans V'opinion qu'elle a déja émise & ve sujet. 

‘M. de Weckbecker troave que, par sa nationalité, Said Bey Djumblat était 
fatalement plncé dans le camp opposé aux Chréticos. Comme Mokatadji et 
homme influent, i a fut des efforts pour empécher la guerre, et une premitre fois 
ily wréussi; sil a 66 moins heureux la seconde fois, on doit Ini savoir gré 
hvoir encore osé recveillir chez lui on grand nombre de Chretiens ef les sauver, 
en brovantVimpopularité qui Teun moment afeint, UI est nullement prouvé 
quil ait &€ instizateur & ‘i complice & Deir-el-Kamar. 

M. le Commissaire Frangais regrette que, malgré ln recherche des circon- 
stances atténunntes, i laquelle i vient de $e livrer en faveur de Said Bey 
Djumblat, il ne puisse changer de conviction & son gard. En principe, Ik 
rospousabilité de ces événoments pise sur les agents de Fautorite Ottomand ; la 
‘responsabilité immédiate pése sur les Chefs Druses influents: or, Said Bey était 
le plus influent de tous,* et rien certainement n'aurat pu se faire dans la Mont 
fans won consentement. La morale publique, exge une reparation, Ta seule 
cireonstance qui put paraitre favorablo A Taccusé, c'ext le xecours qu'il a prité & 
des Chiétiens, le refuge qu'il leur a donné. Mais daotre part, la contrainte par 

elle il exige d'eus. des certifcats rend co fat méme trés muspoct, et pormet de 
ul supposer une arrigre-pensée,  L’orgunisation sociale dos Druses, of rien ne 
se fait sans Vaveu des Chel, suifirait & prouver sa participation, an moins morale, 
dans les Gvévements. A délaut snd nombre de coupubles et 


‘th pour 
Vexemple, e"est parmi les Chefs les tisee aes justion frapper, M. 
Lise thal aia Renae UnaieeT pares rite tales oececotioeas oc 
aujet de Tacousé,et ise borne A demander Ta confirmation pure et simple de la 
bentence du THbunal 

M. le Comsisanire Prossien, aprts la lecture de ce long ir ire, 
demoure convainen que Sai bay Djumblat eat le principal instigateur de la latte 


quia cnsanglanté lo Liban.t Blox fin, plus rusé que lex autres, plox puissant 
‘aussi, iI a pu cacher son jeu et »'anaurer d'avance des certificate de bonne conduite, 
erire des lettres qui présentent aujourd'hui son attitude sous un jour favorable ; 
mais cer preuves, arrangées h Havance, sont amplement contrebalancées par 
ensemble des ages et dle Ninstruction du procés, ML, le Comminsaire de 
Prusse réclame done la confirmation du jugement qui condamno Said Bey A la 


te Tee innine Minna as net ‘de Said Boy Djawsblat, bi : 

cette iy Iu proces amblat, bien 

4ue le plus volumiucux de tru, Gut eopeodast tasufleant pont tablic une cert 

Tule judiciaire compléte sur To rblo qu'il a joué dans lea évéoerente de Mannge 

Mle Commisaaire Russo donc dd rechorcher, dans un ensemble. de 

teuves morales, recucillies en dehors du procs, les éléments d'une conviction 
fque lenquéte du Tribunal n’arait pos fait naitre dans son esprit. 

On a invoqué en faveur de Said Djumblat plusieurs eirconstances. Le fait 
quil s'est emis spontanément entee les mains de Vautorté n'est pas covcluant. 
Coupable ou innocent, qa'surit-l pu faire? Fair dass le Hauran comme un 
saventorier, en lissant Ii tous les vantages de a position, en pri 
2 tout jamais des chances d'aequittement, uniquement dans le but davoie la vie 
mauve? C'edt é€ un faux calcul, En le supposunt coupable, il était toujours 
ins 400 intérdt d'aller an devant de la justice, et dejouer le tout pour le tout, en 
faisant valoir les preuves qu'il w'était \'appui de son innocence. 

‘Une de ces preuves, c'est son abstention de toute participation matérielle 
aux événements de Ia Montagne, Mais, si 'on suppose quo toute +a conduite 
ie guidée par le plan préconga d'aboutir & un acquitteroent judiciare, ita dd 
hon seulement s'abstenir de'toute participation A Ja guerre, mais encore se 
ménager apparence de quelques efforts pour Vempéchor. Judiciairement 

© Said Bar wee oot al-powerl. He ept the peace in tree oot of bit ie Matas. ‘The 
Does are ited inte two parton aod Said Bey was the bead of only one of then pte 
Mette et aryl at a he ptr poet 


parlant, ce fait ne peut done pas setvir, pas plus que Je premier, de circonstance 
tténuante en ss faveur. La seule circonstance de cette nature qui existe 
réelletent, c'est le fait quill a sauvé Ia vie Ade nombreux Chrétiens. “Quelqu’- 
intéressés que fossent ses motif, il n’en est pas moins vrai que des centaines de 
Chrétiens ont été préservés par Iai dune mort certaine. 

‘Aprés avoir renda cet hommaze & la vérité, M. Novikow passe i lo question 
de savoir si Said Bey est réellement eoupable ou non, et jusqu'a quel point il 
Test. La voix publique et les conclusions du Tribunal le’ considérent cotme 
Mime et le Chef occult du mouvement des Druses, M. Novikow partage ce 
point de vue. La guerre entre les Maronites et les Druses était. en effet, aux 
eux des uns et des autres, une guerre nationale, qui semblait devoir étre décisive 
3 dont Fenjeu était la possession de Ix Montagne. Los rivalités de parti ont dt 
néccesairement se taire devant ce grand intérét: on voit en effet que tous les 
Druses du Libaa se sont étroitement unis entre eux et avec leurs compatriot 
du Hauran, Said Djoumblat pouvaitil rester en dehors de ce mouvement, lui 
qui était Te plus cousidéré des Cheiks de sa nation, Chef d'un grand. parti, 
Mokatadji hérdditaire de cing distciets, le plas riche et le plus influent parmi ses 
‘compatriotes? On a établi une distinction de fond entre tn guetre civile ot les 
wasmactex, En effet les Chefs secondaires qui ont conduit leurs bandes & In 

vont moins coupables quo ceux qui les ont conduites aa cnspncre. Main 
Sold Bey Djoumblat n'appartiont ni A une ni A Vaatre de cor eutéyories, Use 
trouyait dans une situation toute particulidve. Dvr moment oi it ne se mettait 
pas franchoment en travers du mouvement des Druses, il en devennit foreément 
Te'Chef; et dans ce cas il assumait la responsabilité de toutes les eonséquences 
dela guerre. Qo’il efit youll ou non Tes marsacres, que sex intérdte particuliers 
‘easwent été pour ov contre In guerre, peu importe ; In meme responsabilité qui 
ino en principe sue le délégué du pouvoir Ottomat retombe en plein sur Said 
Bey Douusblat, dank la sphere do son influonce ct de nes attributions. 

On trouve sous co rapport, dane tox pidces do Vinstruction, In preuve de 
Ténorme influence que Said Bey Djoumblat exercait mur ses commpatriotes au 
début comme & Ia fin de In guctre, ot Ia lettre d’lxmatl-cl-Atrachet eu ost un 
indice tres grave: Oa saiten outre qu'il distribonit des munitions aux Drunes 
qui, avant aller & Ta guerre, passaient par Moklitura, La déposition Wun 
témoin ooulaire et assermienté, Youssout-el-Hacged, de Djezzin, ne Inisso suout 
doute h cet égard. Un autre témoin, Derviche Roza, juge Gree-Catholique do la 
Caimacamie Druse, cité par Said Bey luisméme, a reconté qu orit de 
ce dernier avait aufli, lors de In premigre attaque dirigée contre Dei 

1 dissiper un attroupement tr considérable de. Druves, appar 
Chats divers, qui tous ont obéi in ordre émané de Iuif  Aucum dea 
Chrétions quils fhisait excorter par ses gens Styda ne fut inquidté par les 
Druser, et & la fin de lo gucrre it domioait si bic Insittation na midi de lu 
Montagne que Kourchid Pacha lui détégunit le soin de muver te resto dev 
Chrétions i Deit-el-Kamar, et quo le commandant dé to garnison de cet 
Jui délivenit wn certifiont de bonne conduite, atin d'obtenir qu'il veuillo bien faire 
aarriver x4 fatnille-saine et snuve a Saya} 

De nombreux témoias & charge ont «éposé dans ta cause de Said! Djowrnblot. 
No été acousd, & diverses reprises, dee plus grands crimes: d'avole endormi les 
Chréticns dans une fausse sécurité; d'wvoir provogué les massueres de Deit-el- 


‘© What right bore we to, suppone allthis? Wan tho war roksan, hw could Sal ey Dave 
foretaid the vestigation which ie now taking plac & 

4 Mf, Novitow rengeiaes the war, adaite tht the Clsians commenée iy and are shat i 
sean shade why a show to obtain pooneain of th Meum 

Tew are the only tm wito.ore win, acouring 10 M Navihow hus ve rely a 
suycllag poively erntinting Sd Bey,” The fr ft. Draws geting: poe fot hi 
iehproveds shige bot, wwald hardly be of much moments but. many ol 

riilny of tle ciewmtencr. Derick ibs le man in recat whowe evidcoee Mt Non 

‘rote the Fllenig wotn>——- WUN refirvuce to the evideaee a Dewih Monts that ital joke 
cr toch am excted sl waaggorated strain, xm otnlged sr ch’ persouiten inst Sui ey, hat 
bic testmooy shouldbe acerpled mith dua teerees, The Const remark upoe he tensa 
‘The fact of bin ating hat he aa 15 O00, wen there crald not have tes mere. 
that 200 persoun were Kiley when It it Kwown hat ealy 30] pesiahol,stampe the 

Tie fact sade to regards the fret tack an. Dale-l-Wamar, bforn rel commcvcrnrat of 
the wy aes Said Tey nat af the sialon, 

7 Sehing could ‘hau thie the datarbed state ofthe oustry. Sold Bey might 
te alle taste the ane of individuals afterall waa ever, thowgh wnable to tem the Fury of the 
ripest oolbresk 
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Kamar, de Hasbeya, du couvent de Deir-Moukhaliis, de n’avoir pas été étranger 
ceux ‘de Suyda.  Chacun de ees chels d'eceasation eut été accablant pour Said 
Bey, si les témoins qui les ont portés avaicat déposé soit de vue, soit d'ouie, et 
en pleine connaissance de cause. Mais le plupart de ces témoignages ne sont 
basés que sur In voix publique on sur les indications de tiers qui, pour diverses 
raisons, n‘ont po comparaitre devant le ‘Tribanal. Les. chefs d'accusation 
relatifs aux massacres de Sayda et de Deir Moukballis n'ont méme été touchés 
r le Tribunal,  Liévidence judiciain 
it done pas des pitces 


le pouvoir dem 
personnellement Vinstigateur des massacres, et chose €2 sont ceux-li 
mémen auxquels il nvait sauvé In vie et qui avaient pu observer son. attitude 
pondant Jeur sone d Mokhtara, 

I découle en outre dela des Chritiens réfugiés chez Said Bey 
que les certificate aignés par eux et cité en ma favour out été le résultat d'une 
Contrainte morale. 

Lo chef daccusation le plas grave porté contre Iui, ext celui davoir 
orgatisé les massnores de Flasbeys, en y euvoyant Ali Hamadé avec 14 mission 
ostensible d'en ramener sa xarur Nalfé. 

Ls vénérution toute particulidro dont los Druses de IAnti-Liban eatourent 
Te nom de Said Djoumblat; les rapports suivis de correspondancea ot de momages 
qui existaient entre tui et sa sour Naifé ; Vindence qu'elle exergait incontest- 
abloment sur la gnraison Ottomane de ectte ville, qui a livré lex Chrétions: oux 
Druses;, Varrivée presque simultanée d'Ali Hamadé et do Guendj-Awmad 
Hasbeyf envoyée, lo promiorde Mokhtara par Said Djoumblat,t pour ramenec sa, 
seeut ; lo econd do Damas par lo ‘Ahmet Pacha, pour anener les 
Emirs ot lex Chrétient do Haabeya, ot qui, au fiew de remplit leur mission, 
dirigent, Yun et Vantre lex massacres de cette ville; Yentourvge d'Ali Harmadé 
‘compo! en partie de serviteurs intimes de Said Djoumblat, qui prenaent ano 
part active aux nunasaeres, et qui certes n'auraient. pas ont le faire sane un 
Petite ear de ape de leur maitre ¢ toutes ces données constituent & la 
charg de Sid Djounblt ua cose de preuves de uaturc éabl aa culpable, 

‘isuind, lo Commissaire Russe eat davis que Said Bey Djoumblat 
scours Ia plus grave responsabilité dans ls événements de 1800, € ul y a 
Mou de contrmer Ie jagement porté contre li pa le Tibunal Extraordinaire de 

rout, 

Lord Dufferin, en prenant acte de ce que M. Novikow a dit qu’ane 
certitude judiciniro de Ia culpabilité pervonoelle de Said Bey ne résultait point 
des pitses du procts, ne eroit pas d'un autre odté pouvoir admettre qu’it roit 
loisible & chacun des Commissaires de faire entre dans ta discussion des bruits 


eroit pax non plus que, pat cela seul que les témoins Chrétiens oat é asser~ 
pier leur serment doive étre considéré comme une garantie absolue de véracité.t 


© A proverbial expromin,iaplsing 0 onfyrourable imsnuaton, 
$ ‘Thiain pu conjerare. 
carat Sie comilere escape to dot it semen maw eth by 4 
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a constate avec regret que Wesptce de révision du procts, i 
lagulle Ia Gonsston veat de se fvres n'a about 8 aucun résultat, et que les 
deux opinions quis‘étaient produites ne sont pas moins divergentes qu “auparavant. 

M. le Commissaire de France ruppelle quill n'avait accepté In proposition 
de M, de Weckbecker que sur néscrve et comme un expédient auquel les 
Commissaires, & bout de ressources pour stentendre, devaiont faire appel. En 
réalité la Commission n'a pas pu se constituer en ‘Tribunal, La justice. dans 
TEmpire Ottoman doit étre rendue et a ét6 rendue dans Vespice par un Tribunal 
Ottoman, Le role des Commissaires consisto uniquement & provoquer action 
de la justice locale. Les sentences ont été renducs, et des avis émis au sujet de 
es sentences, Crest au Plénipotentiaire Ottoman qu'il appartient de leur donner 
on not Fecitanat won Lond Dur, de co que vient de dire M. Bédard, que 
la Commission aurait et tort de prendre méme connaissance des dossiers, 

M. de Weekbecker explique la proposition quil avait fait dans In préeédente 
séance. Avant de manifester leur dissentiment, les Commissaires, selon lui, 
Gevaicnt, en conscience, employer tous les moyens qui soffraient 4 eux de se 
mettre d'scoord. - 

S Fuad Pacha expose que, dans état de ts question, un 
titonl apa renia réguiement des sentences ou mazhaay, cotmne repr 
sentant da pouvoir exéoutt i-n'a gu’h les confirmer tant pour les Chefs Droses 

ue pour les fonctionnairos et officirs Ottomans. Mais et gard bl divergence 
‘oplaion qui sest manifestée dans le sein de la Commission, il gjournom toute 
gutre mesure altérieure jusqu’A ce quill sit requ, sur Vensemblo do la, question, 
jos ordres de son Gouvernement, Cest Ii, ditil, la seule issue qui votre & Yai 
Pour, oe cette sitio “Toutefois, if réclame encore ce sujet Vavis do 
ia Comminsion. aes 

‘M. lo Cormissire de France déclare que, du moment oi le Plénipotentiire 
Ottoman ns ert pan deveir eceuter immediatonient es sentences dQ tribunal 
concernot lox Chefs Druses, it ne rete aux membres, 3¢ 1e Commission qu'a 
‘souscrire d la décixion qui vient. ir dire not a 

Sin Beclooce sjoute quo, confrmant tous tes mtabotas rend, ello va 
seulement donner suite A ceux qai sont relatifs mux détoous de~ Mokhtar 
Tondamnés i des peines de second ordre, et au mujet desquels aucune divergence 
opinion ne sest prosuite. - 

‘La aéance ext Jevée 4 7 heures et demic, 


(Guivent les signatures.) 
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Inclosure 6 in No. $28. 
Lord Duferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, March 7, 1861. 


1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith for your Excellency’s information, 
alist of Druses condemned to death by what his Excellency Fuad Pasha terms 
“a summary process.”” 

“The evidence aginst twenty-two of these ‘was considered convincing 
by Mr. Vice-Consul White and by Colonel Fraser, who was allowed to take 
cognizance of the proceedings of the court-martial who condeumed them ; and 
it appears they may be numbered ioe the most savage of their nation, some 
of them having butchered, in cold blood, dozens of Christians. 

Many of them are Sheikhs and persons of influence, and 1 am sometimes 
almost tempted to think that if all ofthese persons were allowed indiscriminat ‘4 
to profit by the act of grace which is recommended by the British and Frevel 
Governments, the consequence might be the reverse of what is intended. 

In this country of dlood-feuds, it is considered incumbent on the next of 
kin to remedy, by his personal interposition, any laxity of the criminal law, 
and the habit’ of “‘vendettas” has boen created by th absence of more 
legitimate punishment. 

Tf then, all these recognized axsassins are suifired to escape without any 
graver punishment than imprisonment, the relatives of hore they have 
Shanightered may think it necessary to satisfy their vongennce on. some innocent 
fuember of the murderer's family, and the origin of future atrocities may be thus 
‘engendered. 

‘On the other hand, 1 am so loth to counsel any unnecessary severity, that 
if it should be cansidered expedient not to exceed the limits agreed on by the 
Cabinets of London and Paris, I should be disposed to recommend that the 
punishment of death should be’ declared altogether inapplicable on the present 
Fecasion, as the effect of the extcation of one ar two persons would be nugatory 
and. their death usoless, either ns watisfiction to the Christians, or a warning 
{0 toe roa to tote i the ying Tabl 

Vith regard to in the accompanying Table axninst whose namox there 
fs no marginal reference, T have every eason to believe that their condemnation 
has beon irregular and uajust. Six of thom have been imprisoned for five 
months in Beyrout, and the procéeverbaus of their trials have nover been com. 
inaicated to the Commission, in fet they have not been examined: why should 
they be dealt with in so suromary 4 manner? Another six have been condemned 
because they did not surreader when suminoved to take their trial, a very small 
aggravation of their efine under present circumstances: and the reining 
teeniy-ix hae bon ariel ved am the Bint othe wcond agony by 
only & portion of the Court that tried them, two of its members, one of thom 
Tacan ‘Bek, Colonel O'Reilly, being quite ignomnt of what was being done. 
Fond Pasha assures me that the subsequent testimony on which these additional 
‘condeasnations took place was convincing, but Ehave reason. to be dissatisfied 
Nth this statement,/and 1 informed his Excellency offically that 1 eould not 

h an irregular mode of procedure. He hns, consequently, conscnted 
fo sabinit this Table also to a revision by his Government, and I sincerely trust 
they will refrain from confirming sentences of death passed in this wholesale 
manner, by a portion oaly of the court-martial, which lind expressly annouticed to 
Ue, that the entire want of evidence prechided it from placing among the eritninals 
ofthe ist eategory those very same they have now placed thors 

we, fo. 
(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 
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No. 524, 


Lord J. Russelt to Lord Dufferin. 
(No. 78.) 
My Lord, Forcign Office, March 27, 1861. 

I HAVE reocived your Lordship's despatch No. 80 of the 10th instant, 
explaining the course which you pursued in regard to the tril of the Druse 
frvoners and their condewanation, and I have to acquaint you that Her 
Jajesty’s Government approve your proceedings in those matters, 

Tam, &e, 
J. RUSSELL. 





No. 525, 


Lord Dufferin to Lord J. Russell —(Reeelved March 28,) 
(No. 8Ly 


My Lord, Beyrowt, March 15, 1861, 
I HAVE tho honour to tronsmit herewith copies of furth ¥ deapatches 
‘whlch have this dy mldresed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
have, &e. 
(Signed) "DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 526. 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer, 


Sin Beyrout, March 15, 1861. 

__ 1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that in addition to sixty- 
eight Druses whose eases havo been referred to Constantinople, and certain others 
Whom Fuad Pasha proposes to imprison here, there ure a body of about 150 or 
200 mote he has determined to transport to Tripoli 

At first it was his Excelleney’s intention to send them to Constantinople or 
some other locality in that neighbourhood, but T ventured to suggest the pro- 
priety of their being sent to an Arab-speaking country. 

Although it is very probable that most of those persons were in the 
disturbances of the Mountain, and that somo of them took part in the atrocities 
which followed, they cannot be considored as criminals in the legal acceptation of 
the teri, inaamooh an vry Ute evidence wax produced against any of them. 

At the same time, [nm myself of opinion thet it would be unadvisable to 
set them immediately at Uberty. Some matisfiction must be 
Christians, nd if perons who are known to have dippa thei hands up to thee 
‘elbows in human. blood are i ly allowed to return to the villages wherw 
the wives and children of their victims are residing, it would give ise to an 
amount of panic and clamour against the Government which tight become 
rene saber % 

On tho other hand, it is revolting to the principles of every just man to 
Allow any one to bo punthed whore golf has nok been Taig hed 
misgivings on this head havo been considerably diminished by his Es 
assuring me that these persons are not (o be treated as prisoners when they 
arrive, that duc provision sball be made for their support there and for that of 
thoir thmities here, and that he has purposely refrained from affixing any term to 
the duration of their exile, in order that no obstacle may exist to their retorn to 
their own eountry whenever the present excitement shall have a little subsided, 
‘The climate, moreover, is healthy, as his Excellency has assured me, who was 
onee there bitnself when attached to the army in a medical capacity, and at no 
great distance from the shore rise a chain of mountains not unlike the 
‘Lebanon, 

Tn addition to these securities, which humanity has iaduced me to insist 


upon, T have the satisfaction of reflecting that ‘Tripoli is close to Malta, and that 
‘our Consul will slways be able to prevent these unfortunate persons from sharing, 
the fate of the Circassian emigrants into Turkish territory. 
I will send your Excellency firther particulars by next mail. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ’ DUFFERIN AND CLANEBOYE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 525, 
Lord Dufferin to Sir H. Bulwer. 


Sir, Beyrout, March 15, 1861. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's infsrma- 
tion, copy of the Protocol of the twenty-fifth sitting of the Syrian Commision 
held on the Sth natant. = pe 

we, Be. 


(Signed) DUFFERIN AND CLANEROYE, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 525. 


Protocol of the Twenty.fifth Meeting of the Syrian Commission, held at Beyrout, 
March 5, 1861. 


LE cing Mars, mil huit cent soixante-un, tous Jes Commissuires étant réunis 
4 Beyront sous Ja présidence de Fuad Pacha, In sénnice eat ouverte A midi, 

Les prochs-verbaux dex 22me, 23me, et 2me xéances ayant été lus ot 
adoptés dans une réunion exelusiverment ‘conmorda A cot objet, Fund. Pacha 
propose ji MM. les Commissaires de passer immndédiatoment. Ta ‘digoussion du 
projet d'indemnité relatif A Damas, et récomment envoys de Constantinople, 

Lord Dufferin demande tn’ permission do fire auparavant des réservex 
formeltos et explicites nu sujet dew nouvellox condamnations A mort prononcéex 
contre des détenuss de Mokhtar. Déa, lorsquo la Commission a été davis que 
fo chiffre de vingt condamnations no romplixanit pas to but politique qu’on wo 
propomit, Lord Dufferin avait eu oin do faire connaitre qoe, tout en no 
Sopposant point A Térmirsion de cet avis, il no croyait pas toutefois quo la 
Commision pit engager un Tribunal & frapper do mort dans un but politique 
des hommes dont la culpabilité ne serait point parfaitement démontréo au point 
de vue judiciaire. Il vient apprendre que les formalitéa de procédure dirigées 
contre fes trente-huit nouveaax condamnés ont é€é encore plus contmina aux 
Thales andinaires de In fustion que celles qui nvaiont été sulvies A l'égard dex 
vingt premicre; que, notamment, ces treote-hiit sentences de mort subsiquentes 
ayalent été froconate, 4 Beyrout, par une partic seulement des juges de 
Mokhtara, ot hors de la présence des nocusés, qui n’ont jas pu ve faire ontendre. 
M. le Commissaire Britannique-eroit devoir en conséquence déclaror que ces 
aouveles condaumnatons ne peurent dre conde par Tal comme ayant une 
valeur quelconque. Lond Dutferin demando ensuite A Fuad Pacha, si, par suite 
des décisions qui ont éUé prises duns les préeédentes séunces, fl ihe se propose 
point de mottre un terme aux inguiétudes et aux soutfrances de la nation Druse, 
‘en lui faisant savoir qu'elle est désormais & Vabri de toute poursuite. Les 
nombreuses pétitions qu'il regoit le portent & croine qu'une miesurt de ce genre 
est impériousement ett ds esprits dans la Montag 

Fund Pacha népond que les formalités suivies pour les trente-huit nouvelles 
condamnations& mort sont celles une procédure extraordinaire, La Goramission, 
y compris Lord Dutferin, avait 8 elloméme d'avis ques justice rendre eontre 
Jes Druses devait étro sommaire, expéiitive, militaire pour aidsi dire, et Pun 
caractére exceptionnel, comme les é@nements qui I'ont renidue nécessaire. On 
aa suivi pour lex Druses nouvellement condamnés exactement les mésnes formalités 
a'instruction que pour les vingt premiers. ! 

Sur Ia seconde question son Excellence répond que Vidée duno sorte 
omnistie judicinire au profit de ta nation Druse tonto entidre ext loin d’étro 
abandoonée. Mais il est clair qu’elle ne peut recevoir dlexdcution qu'aprés la 
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cloture définitive de Yeouvre de répression. Or, la nécessité ot Fuad Pacha se 
trouve d'en rélérer 4 Constantinople, et le earactire conditionnel des diverses 
propositions relatives & la répression, Voblizent & attendre les instructions de son 
Gouvernement, Il a toutelois donné a ses agents Yordre dene plus. procéder 
dans Ia Montagne a aucune arrestation, et il a menacé de frapper d'un chatiment 
exemplaire cetix d'entre les habitants qui chercheraient a se faire justice eux- 
témes par, des représailles individuelles. 

M. le Commissaire Russe pense que Vinguidtude et le malaise qui réxnent 
encore dans la Montagne et notamment dans les environs de Racheya, seraient 
en partie calmés par un commencement de répression qui consisterait i exécuter 
les sentenevs. qui infligent des peines de second ordre & un certain nombre des 
aceusés de Mokhtara. 

Youd Pach ripond que Yon et actuelloment en train de préprer. par son 
ordre des mesures d'exdcution, Quant aux habitants. des environs de Racheya 
venus i Beyrout, il a fsit droit & Jour réclamation, on envoyant dans leur pays de 
nouvelles trovpes, ot en adressanit au nouvesu Commandant des instructions tris 
sévéres pour le maintien de Fordrs. 

M. de’ Rehfues est davis. que, pour rétablir le calme dans ta Montagne, il 
faudrnit déployer une égalle et trés gennde rigueur contre les Chrétiens et tes 
Drusce qui ai liveeraient it des aetes de représaitles individuelles, 

M, lo Commissairo Francais a appris que deux assassinate vennient d'etre 
commis aux environs de Baalbek, Il demande que des poursaites soient dirigées 
contre les meurtriors ot qu'ils xoient frappés d'un cbitiment. Il persiste & croire, 
d'apras ses propres renseignements, ct malzré lee pidces offcielles. récemment 
communiqué, quel at des choses dans cette parte del Sri nn beancoop 

rr. 

Fuad Pacha fort prendre de nouvelles Informations sur Métat du pays, et w 
‘AGA ordoniné des poursuites relativement wux deax assassinate qui viennent 
otro signalés. 

Bon Excellence |e Commtmairo du Sultan fait part ensuite & la Commission 
des Instructions qu'il n regues de Constantinople wu sujet de Pindemnité due aux 
habitants Chrétiens de Damas. La Porte a reconnuy, comme la Commission, que 
le principe d'une somme fixe et déterminge & Vavance, A répartir ensuite entre 
Jos ayantaedroit au promta de lours pettes, était le meilleur qu’on pat adopter. 
Mais, si la Porto oxt tombée d’accord avec la Commission sur le principe, elle 
s’en dloigoe dans application, Au lieu de 150,000.00 de pixtres que In 
Commission proposait de répartir entre lex Chrétiens, Ia Porte serait davis, eu 
gard aux ressources dont elle croit pouvoir disposer, do wen tenir au chiffre de 
75,000,000 de pinstees, dont le Gouvernement du Soltan x0 constituerait le 
gbiteur vised-vindes Chiétiens, et qu'il leur paiernit en six A-comptes semeatrits, 
‘Center dire das le lps de trois nes, Bane leplan arte & Coostanth 
‘une Imposition sur Damos et les environs serait le moyen employé pour faire 
fico aux intérdts et & Vamortissement des sommes que Ieouvernmis ‘avancern, 

M, te Commissaire d’Autriche est davis que, a Varntté de la Porte est 

toute discussion semble inutile. Si ce n’est qu'un projet, il doit dire 
‘que dans sa pensée te chitfre de 75,000,000 de_piastees est insuifisant. En 
ondant les délais do paiement, la Porte pouvait élever le chiffre méme de 
Pindemnité sans gennd Inconvéaient. Elle pourrait mime encore adopter 
tultérlearement le chit proposé par In Commission, en divisant le paiement eo 
douze d-comptes wemestriols, M, de Weckbecker fait reearquer en outre que le 
taux de Targent dans 1a Montagne tant actuellement de deux et méme trois 
pour ceot par mois, toute leotcur upporiée au paiement de Vindemnité oces- 
Bionne pour lea Chrétiens un surerolt de pertes considérables. 

M, lo Commissaire Hmngais constate que ta Porte, uprés avoir éearté le 
systime proposé par la Comtniasion, et paru donner la 4 celui d'une 
enquéte spéciale ct judicinie pour chaque individa, adhére maintenant au prin 
cipe de la Commission, o'est-i-dire, Ala fixation d'une somme totale détermince 
A Vavance ot & répartir cosnite entre tous les ayantedroit. Quant aux chifires 
‘qquiello x posés, M, Bcelard pe trouve pas qn’ils soient de nature & assurer aux 
Chréticns une réparation suffisante des dowmages qu'ils ont soufferts. 
130,000,000 de pinstres étaient dans Ta. pensée de la Commission un rainimom 
indispensable, et fe tenne de uit mois pendant lesquels la population Musulmane 
de Dainns et des environs devait payer la portion de Vimpot mise a sa charge, 
‘ait un délai suffisant pour les Musuluans et déa trés-lonz pour les Chritiens. 


La Commission avait. été conduite & proposer ces chitftes par des recherches 
nombreuses et approfondies. Rien ne vient au contraire & luppui des nouveaux 
chiffres présentés par la Porte. En conséquence, M. le Commissaire Francais 


ne peut que persister dans l'opinion que accor avec ses collégues ila émise, 
Try nde trob mois, sur la question de Windemnité, Mais quelle qoe oit la 
‘combinaison définitivement adoptée, il y a un point sur lequel il doit » empresse 
Ge faire ds aujourd’bui les réserves les plus formelles, c'est qu’en aucune partic 
Se Empire les populations Chrétiennes ne seront ni directement nj jndirecte- 
‘ment tenes de concourit au paiement de Yimpbt dindemnité. 1 est bien 
‘entendn en effet que les Musulmans seuls doivent étre soumis aux conséquences 
‘de iu mesure financiére quelle qu'elle soit, qui sera ultérieurement adoptée, 
jemand en outre que des Uélegués uropéens soient appelés & 
Ta Commission de répurtition, Une tlle. mesure lui 
consequence nécessaire de In concession faite au Gouvernement 
focal 3 Végard des protégés, en faveur desquels le principe d’un arrangement 
particulier entre Fund Pacha et les Commisitires respect n'a point été rservé 

‘Lord Dufferin ne voit aucune raison pour que In Commission revienne sur 
Tavis quielle a exprimé. 160,000,000 de piastres'indensnités éaient Ye résultat 
du calcul le plus modéré anquel on pit se livrer sur les pertes subies par les 
Chrétions de Damas, en ne comprenant encore dans cette évaluation ni bijoux, 
ti matidees pricieuses ni argent comptant. Quant aux délais ixés i In pereep- 
ion de Mimpbt, Lond Dufferin a toujours été davis que la Commission s'était 
monteée trop Figoureuse A V'egard de Damas. Il est convainot. que, pour ne pas 

sor la farce contributive de cette cité, on ne peut lui demander au plus que 
10,000,000 de pinstres par mois ; roxis en revanche il continue de eroire que 
40,000,000 n'excédent pas In somme totale que Damas devrait fournir dane 
ensemble des ressources affectées au paiement de Vindemnité. | Lord Dufferin 
eat davis en outre que co n'est pas sur la population, soit Muaulmane, soit 
Chréticnne, de Ia province dans m génémalité, wis sculement sur Damas ot les 
villages environnants compromin dans les désordres, que Vimpot péoal en question 
dovrait porter. 3 

‘M. lo Comsuissairo Prussien rappelle que la Cowmission, en donnant son 
avis, il'y a trois mois, sur cotte question, avait été guidée par deux motifs : 
Griter Jes lenteure d'une enquéte judiciaire, ot frapper Damas d'un impdt pénal. 
{Los retards quo Te rappel de ks Porto a’ entrainds dans le réglement de cette 
question ont “gh fait perdre aux Chrvtiens tout lo txinétice du systtme qui 
avait 6 proposé que parce qu'il était vommaire et expéditif; et en ce qui 
Ranaorne le Musutmans de Dams, Ja combinaison financiére que propose Ia Porte 
n'a aucun rapport avec Iimpot pénal que la Commission avait en vue. Ms de 
Hehfues ne cease pas decroire que le plan dindemnisation indiqué parla Commise 
sion était ausat expedient que modérd, et qu'il correspondait au minimum de ce que 
Jo Gouvernement Ottoman doit faire en faveur d'une population syjette du Soltan, 
tt que In protection de son Souverain n'a. pas empdchéo d'dtre chassie de wx 
foyers, soumise aux plus horribles traitements, ct nduite en masse a la plus 
cexteitie tisére. 

M. le Commissaire Russe déclare n’avoir presque rien & ajouter & toutes les 
ides justes qui viennent d'etre exprimées par ses collégues. 11 renouvelle pour 
‘son compte la réserve faite par M. Déclard, et d'apres Inquelle les Chréticns 
aucune localité ne doivent contribuer a ta’ eréation des ressources nécessuites 
pour le paiement des 127,000,000, attribués dans le projet de la, Commis- 
sion aux victimes de Damas, abstraction aon fe, ce teen aux 
Gablissements religieax indigines, au sujet desquels lo principe d'une enquote 
Séparée u €4é et demeure admis d'un commun accord, les indemités dues aux 
Consulats ct nationaux étrangers seulement devant étre objet d'un arrongersent 
particulier entre Fuad Pacha et les Comissaires de chaque Puissnnce intéresséc 

‘Son Excellence Fuad Pacha, manquant d’informations suftisantes pour 
soutenir contradictoirement, soit auprés de son Gouvernement, soit auprés de Ji 
Commission, I'an et VTautre des deux projets qui se trouvent en presence, va, 
dit-il, < rendre & Damas et y recucillir sur les Ticax tous les renseignements dont 
i's besoin, Lors de son retour et méme auparavanty s'il est nécessaire, il fer 
connaitre & la Commission le résultat de son enquéte. 7 

‘Sur la proposition de M. Béolard, appuyée untnimement parla Commission, 
M. le Comuiseaire Ottoman s'engage h fre payer immédiatement parla popula 
tion Musulmane de Damas un premier compte de 12,500,000 piastres. Pua 
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Pacha promet de passer mime le cilfre de 12,500,000 pis 
t se 500, ¢ jinstres, Sil trouve: 

cela soit possible, et prie la Commis ie i iver 
ea ee eet pri lt Commission de voooir bien sen remette Ti sur 

ll est bien entendu d’ailleurs que, dans In pensée unission, 
paiement d'un premier d-compte ne préjugera rich sur ss apes aoe 
‘dfinitive du ehitfre total de Vindemnité. Il est en outee conven qu'ave fois le 
‘hifi fixé et le tableau de répartition éiabli, les Chrdtiens, devenatt pour ainsl 
dire les créanciers du Gouvernement, seront payés dans les délais de eee et 
gut leur sera me Io de transfer & Ges try, pour co procure Tere 
lont ils waraient in avant lexpiratic sis titres 
weneeee in avant lexpiration de ces délus, les titres de eréance 
cobalt, ts, Commisstires des cing Puissonces se proposent de mettre & prost 
"absence de Fuad Pacha, en préparant ua projet de reorganisation dt Libao, at 
sujet duquel ils devront ulténeurement s'entendre avee son Excellence, avant de 
Te transmettre & leurs Cours respectives. 4 

La séance est levée & quatre heures et demic. 


No. 526, 
Cony Mt Defra Lor J. Rul (Reseed April 4.) 


My trea : erat March 2 120 
» We honour to transmit to your Lardéhip eopy of a communication 
hich has been addrewed to the European Commissioners by Bishop Tobin ned 
three other Maronite Prelates, denying all cognizance of the denunciatory lists 
furaahed to his Rxcel Fund Pasba, ond stating that the 4,600 names 
fervon were d array” 0 loans, 
Metuili, ond Druse, of the Hlanran, as well ax of fintaaccse eee 
save sui ertins differ materially from the account of the transaction 1 

jo] luty to it is 
res i convey to your Lordship, it i neceury T should 
.,, ,ly @ refirence to the Protocol of the tenth sitting of ini 

will be ween that I wus determined to try thove of the Deune welt aieiate 
be implicated in the diturbancen of the Mountain, by the ea wry of a 
court-martial ; that death was the sole penalty the Court was competent 
to x wore to be put upon thelr trial 
oF directed the massacres, or who were 
as mote particularly notorious for the 


is decision was then followed by s discuss Fuad Pasta 

to ascertain the nomex of those wha wel come wihis the abore set rhas 
a ‘is Excellenoy had justly observed that it would be neccaary 
presqu‘exclusivement recours aux depositions des Chréticns, et quedars it 
redoublait Je nombre ; si on Iui demande 1,000 ou 1,500 tétes, et # emis 
les faice tomber, il eraint de s'exposer & Vaccusation' d’8tre plos Druse que les 
Deoses cuxsmémes, et de répondre i un massacre par une boucherie:” 

“In order to avoid this danger, it was that recourse should be had to 
the intervention of the Christian Bishop, through whose influence it was hoped 
tHe denunciations might be restrained within reasonable limits; and it wus aged, 
‘on the proposition of Fund Pasha, *‘que les notables de chaque localité seront 

arti fire devas eur Chefs spices, t ssl fo seen, lex 

ns qui, la in i 
eoecmn® plupart oculaires, serviront cependant de bases 

wn the letter of the Prelates themselves it would aj ii is 
it the arnt ths ee 6 ntevcw tao ae spot maleet 

hemselves. ie kish iiss i 

Laies oe Protocol of the 16th Coe? eee ee 

0 Bfendi, a Christian, and Fuad Pasha’s is 
“canstate & son tour que la. conduite des Prélats heels evans papers 
inspire par un sentiment dejstice Chrétienne qui devrait I carctérer. Us ont 
ubord dénoneée 4,600 personnes, M. le Plénipotentiaire Ottoman a dd leur fare 
remarquer qu'il s'agissait uniquement de condamnations & mort, et que le ciffre de 


mM 


‘ommission, a erw de rm] wa 
coupables, Les Evéques ont reané trois listes d'accusal 
le ogre ‘apparent de la culpabilité. La premidre do cea listes contient encore 
1 Gindividus woousds comme orgunisatours, chefs des bandes, ow 
Tn the presence af such n sequence of facts, and considering the notorious 
ingluence exercised by the spiritual Chiefy of the Maronites over theit co 
religionists, it secre» epoadbte to admit the assertion of Bishop Tobia and his 
colleagues thnt they were not cognizant of the liste in question, It is possible 
that Foad Pasha was not quite exact when he stated that they were 
 dressés par les Evia operation would naturally be performed by the 
Christian notables, but that it was done with the knowledge and approval of the 
prelates in question can scarcely be questioned. Did any doubt exist upon the 
subject it would bo wet at reat by the following circumstanco, the wath of which 
Is vouched for by three persons who were present, two of them being Christians, 
‘When Fuad Pasha required the number of denunciations to. le reduced, it 
was for the Bishops as well as for the notables that he went, ‘The lists wero cane 
‘vassed in their presence ; thoy took part in the discussion; and it was not until 
after a debate of upwards of threo hours that his Exeetleney could obtain, not 
reduction on the ofiginal figure of 4,600, but a division of that number into 
threo classos : oven s0, 1,300 individaals remained still designated fur death, and 
‘a person who Was present, and took part in the discuxsion, states positively that 
when he hazarded a romonstrance against the enormous total, Bishop Tobia 
tuened round on him, and anid, * Hold your tongue, you'll spoil or 
words to that effect, 
Iti now pretended that the names furnished to Fund Pasha were merely 
dex renseignements propres A éclairet la justice," hut the whole tenour of the 
roceodings I have narrated is inconsistent with such s supposition. If this had 
Bren the caso how can we account for the wabsequont rofiwal of the Christians 


to come forward with any supplementary evidence, Had the liste boon regarded 
noting but preisiary indication, = ee “renselgnoment,” tho obstioacy 


with which all further testimony was withheld from the Court-martial at Mokhtara 
becomes unaccountable, and it is known that on that occasion tho Maronite 
‘notables acted in accordance with the advice of their spiritaal Chiefs, Such ao 
interpretation of the transaction is, in fet, a disi mous afterthought, and 
reflects but little credit on those who invented In this country, blood for 
blood is a formula consecrated by immemorial usage. The li n question were 
Grawn up in accordance with it, and the Maronite Bishops, to yyat the most 
Heiatle eonstruction upon their eanduct, sccm at all events to have sanctioned, 
‘if they did not encourage, the application of tt vorrible dootrine. 

T would wish, hiowever, particularly to mention that nove of the above 
observations ought to be referred to the clergy of the Greok Church. ‘Their 
‘conduct on this occasion has been most moderate and humane, and although 
the loss of life among the members of their congregation has been probably 
greater than that among the Maronites, they have denounced but ie scien 
few persons. It is also to be observed that they have not signed the document 











prov ‘ 
Pasha tingsish not only the oatonalty of each individual rationed, but the 
name of the village of which he is an inhabitant. His Excellency Fuad Pasha 
has allowed me to have access to these lists, and have been carefully 
cxnmined by four persons. "The result ofthis analysis, which has been repeated 
twice over, shows that the total of names seat in. was not 4,600, but 4.246. 
mut ofthese 4,.46 persons stated by the Bishops to ro a mingled array 

of Moslem, Metiwal, and Druses of the Lebeous and the Hauran, it appease 
that only 632 ore Moslems or Metiwali, and that only four are inhabitants of 
the Hauran ; the remaining 4,310 persons being Druses of the Lebanon. 

According to the statistits which have been furnished to the Counission by 
the French and Austrian Consulates, but which the Austrian Consul and 
Commissioner tells me are not very aceurate, it would appear that in Mount 
Lebation Proper, there are no more than 5,000 taxable Dray ie, males, above 
tho age of 19. ‘On referring to the dacutments appealed to by the Bishops them 
solves, it would appear that out of this adalt male population of 4,000, the names 
of no less than 3,479 . oF about two-thinls of the adult population, have 
found their way into the lists of the Christians. 

Such, as far ns T have been able to ascertain, are the exnct facts connected 
with this transiction. 

‘As the letter of the Maronite prolates contains an express allusion to myself, 
‘nul as it is probable copies of that document will be forwarded to tho Govern 
ments of Europe, 1 should esteem it a great kindness if your Lordship would 
allow the narrative contained in this despatch to be communicated to Her Majesty's 
Amibasmdors at the Courts of the Five Powers, 

T have, Se. 
DUFFERIN AND CLANRBOYE. 


Inclosure in No. S21. 
Petition. 


A Messieurs les Membres de la Commission Internationale en Syrie. 

CEST avee offiction et doateue que nous avons ta dans *1'l 
Belge” du 11 Février larticle dont copie ext ite. Si cet article calomnin- 
tour, appuyé sue les déclarations faites a la Chambre des Communes par Lond 
Joh ll dans In séance da 8 Février, ne concemait que nous, nous ne nous 
serions point soucies de le refuter ; mais il wagit ici des populations Chrétiennes 
qua Ton chrohe A rapésater commends do epmpathie que leurs malheur 


Tear ont attinges de In part div Gouvernement de Sa Mujesté te ‘Sultan et dee 
Grandes Puissances Européennes, venues si; généreusement A leur secours. C'est 
done un devoir pour nous de rétablir les fats, et ce qui nous encourage 4 Paccom= 
li, que soos vane que non en applons Pint en vain ae sures 
he son Excellence Fund Pacha, dla loyaute de Lord Dufferin dont la pensge ue 

ws étro que mal interprétée, et aux sentiments de justice des Représentants des 

Se eradaramen tatoos os ide la répression des 

jue son Excellence 1a di s’oceuy h si 

Deuses, ila #¢ani cheat six Eréques Chieu et lesa priés de I re, con 
aitre ceux des notables Chrétiens, hommes consciencieux et au courant des 
événements, qui pourraicat lui donner des indications sur les coupables. Les 
Bvéques firent observer que le caractére dont ils étaient vétus lear interdisait de 
‘Simmiscer dans ane question qui était du ressort exelusif de la justice. Fund 
Pacha reconnut Ja justeste de cette observation et stempressa d'ajouter qu'll ne 
leur deroandait pas de se substituer A Ia justice, mais ‘de désigner ‘seulement 
quelques personnes eapables de le bien rensciguer. Les Evéques désigntrent 
tlors seize Chrétiens laiques choisis parmi les plas honorables qui furent charges 
par son Excellence de lui fournir les renseignements dont elle avait besoin et qui 
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par serment & ne dire que la vérité. Ces notables remirent quelques 
A son Excellence une liste nominative de 4,600 Druses, Musulmans, 


AU Métouatis habitant le Liban, 'Anti-Liban, et le Haurap, et pris parmi 30,000 


combattants et mon pas sculement parmi 8,000 Druses comme le prétend 
*"Vindépendance Belge,” en indiquant la nature des crimes qui étaient reprochés 
Achacun des individas compris dans la liste. Son Excellence fit de nouveau 
appeler les Evéques pour leur dire qu'elle savait fort bien que tous les Druses 
@taient criminels, mais que le nombre désigné & la justice était trop considérable, 
ct qu'il fallait se borner & désigner les plus coupables, Lex Evéques répondirent 
quills n'avaient connaissance ni de Ja liste ni des individus qui y étaient portés, et 
que va leur caractére il ne leur eonvenait point de so méler de cette aflai 
Mais les seize notables Chrétiens appelés de nouveau par Fuad Pasha, 
‘répondirent que la liste qu’ils avaient remise sur son ordre w'était qu'un renscigne- 
ment propre i éclairer Ia justice, et que bien certainement ni etx ni la population 
Chirétientie ne songeaient 3 demander que Ja répression atteignit un aussi grand 
nombre de victimes. Toutefois sur Ia demande de son Excellence ils réduisirent 
tlors ln liste & 1,200 des plus compromis, Inissant & ln justice le soin d’établir 
our eulpabilité et au Gouvernement celui de fixer Vétendue ot le nombre des 
ehiitiments. x 
‘Les Evéques n’ont point eu 4 se méler de In repression, et les notables n'ont 
eu pour mission que de fournir 8 titre de rensvignements les indications que non 
cellence nyai€ elle-néene demandées. Quant au document dont il a été parlé 
‘la Chambre des Commanes les Evaques sou Adclarent qu'ils n'ont juroais 
signé une pide de cette nature et qu'on serait dane Kimpossbilité den produiro 
aucune. ¥ 
"Tels sont les faite; en les rappelant. au souvenir de ta Commission, tes 
Bvéques soussignés oscnt lui demander, au nom des Chrétiens auxquel 
herche Aenlever par cette éteange ealomnio los rympathies du monde civilisé, de 
vouloir bien faire connaitre cette déclaration A leurs Gouvernements rospectifs et 
de In liveer A In publicité afin que Vintérét dont lea Chrétiens de Syrio sont 
objet ne puisse étee amoindric par In penaée quills ont pu sen monteer 
indignos 
Beyrout, le 15 Mart, 1861. 
Gigné) ~ “TOBIA AOUN, Boéque de Beyrout. 
BOTROS BOSTANI, Boéque dle St. Jenn d’Aore 
BASILIOS CHAHIAT, Eodgue de Zahlé et Boca, 
MATATHIOS, Kodque de Baalbee et Dépendances. 





